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CHANGHTHANG PRAHAR 

 
 

• It is an all arms integratedexercise in a "super high altitude" area near Chushul in 

eastern Ladakh, featuring tanks, artillery guns, drones, helicopters and troops, as 

well as para-drops. 

• The exercise encompassed employment of mechanized forces with force multipliers 

integrating high technology platforms 

• Changthang is a plateau in western and northern Tibet that extends into 

SoutheasternLadakh 

• Another major combat exercise called "Him Vijay" will be held by the Army in 

Arunachal Pradesh during October second week, which will see the force testing 

its new integrated battle groups in mountain warfare in conjunction with the IAF 

 

Q) Changthang Prahar often seen in news is related to which of the following 

area? 

a. Tribal martial art of mizoram 

b. India-Mongolia joint army exercise 

c. India‘s integrated military exercise in Eastern Ladakh 

d. Recent millitary exercise between china and thailand 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

S400 TRIUMPH DEFENSE SYSTEM 

Background 

 Exactly a year ago India and Russia signed a contract to buy the Russian Triumf missile 

system, concluding negotiations that began in 2015. 
 During that time, however, a new U.S. law, called ―Countering America‘s Adversaries 

Through Sanctions Act‖ or CAATSA was passed by the U.S. Congress. 
 This transformed what should have been a straightforward bilateral deal into a complex 

trilateral balancing game for India. 

About S-400 Triumf 

 The S-400 is known as Russia‘s most advanced long-range surface-to-air missile defence 

system, capable of destroying hostile strategic bombers, jets, missiles and drones at a 

range of 380-km. 

  

How significant is the deal for New Delhi? 

 A year after PM Modi and Russian President Putin signed an agreement, the deal 

continues to cast a cloud over India-U.S. ties. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The agreement to purchase the Triumf missile system boosted India-Russia defence ties 

at a point of inflection last year. 
 Russia has traditionally been India‘s biggest defence supplier, but was surpassed by the 

U.S. in the last few years, a fact that had added to a perceptible drift in bilateral ties. 
 The Indian Air Force has also backed the superior air defence system in that it will fill the 

gap in India‘s particular needs: countering its main adversaries and neighbours, China 

and Pakistan‘s growing air power, while dealing with a depleting stock of fighter aircraft. 

Is India the only country facing CAATSA sanctions? 

 By coincidence, CAATSA has now been invoked by the US twice already, and both 

times for countries buying the Triumf system from Russia. 
 In September 2018, US announced sanctions for the procurement of the S-400 Triumf air 

defence system and Sukhoi S-35 fighter aircraft. 
 Washington expelled Turkey from the F-35 fighter jet programme in July this year after 

the first delivery of S-400s was received. 
 India is neither like China, which has an inimical relationship with the U.S., and hence 

not bound by its diktats, nor like Turkey which is a NATO ally of the US. 

Is a sanctions waiver possible for India? 

 There is also an exit clause in CAATSA which states that the US President may waive 

the application of sanctions if the he/she determines such a waiver is in the national 

security interest of the US. 
 The U.S. Congress also modified the waiver clause to allow the President to certify that a 

country is cooperating with the US on other matters that are critical to its strategic 

national security interests. 
 It is no secret that US has misgivings about the CAATSA sanctions which were meant to 

curtail its own powers to deal with Russia, and the other countries included in the act — 

Iran and North Korea. 
 It is hoped that Mr. Trump will grant India a waiver on the deal, thanks to good bilateral 

relations with India and the fact that it is a ―major defence partner‖ of the U.S. 
 Hence India expects to comply with Washington‘s demands, and hence hopes to escape 

CAATSA sanctions. 

What happens if a waiver is not granted? 

 Section 235 of the CAATSA stipulates 12 kinds of punitive sanctions against transactions 

in defence, energy, oil pipelines and cybersecurity technology with any of the U.S.‘s 

―adversaries‖. 



 
 
 
 

 

 According to the Act, the US may impose ―five or more of the sanctions described‖. 
 These measures include export sanctions, cancellation of loans from U.S. and 

international financial institutions, ban on investments and procurement, restrictions on 

forex and banking transactions, and a visa and travel ban on officials associated with any 

entity carrying out the sanctioned transactions. 
 None of these is expected to go into process until India takes delivery of the five S-400 

systems it has paid an advance on, which are expected to begin in about 20 months and 

conclude by 2023. 

Has India given the U.S. a fait accompli on the S-400? 

 India‘s firm-footed response to the U.S. threat of sanctions on the Russian S-400 is in 

sharp contrast to its decision to ―zero out‖ oil purchases from Iran, which were 

sanctioned by the U.S. last year. 
 It denotes that while the India is prepared to diversify its energy sources, it will not be 

bullied on its defence security options. 
 Given the stakes involved, the government hopes that the U.S. will put its burgeoning 

strategic, defence and business bilateral relationship with India above its rancour with 

Russia. 

Q.) Consider the following about S400 TRIUMP that was recently in news 

1. India will buy this system from israel . 

2. America have granted exemption to india from it CAATSA act  to buy this system 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

 

INFORMATION FUSION CENTRE-INDIAN OCEAN REGION         

(IFC-IOR) 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

In News 

• The Navy's IFC-IOR is a single point center linking all coastal radar chain networks 

along the 7500km Indian coastline and in some neighboring countries 

• The FC-IOR was inaugurated in December 2018 at Gurugramand has now started 

functioning as an information sharing hub of maritime data and ―cuing incident 

responses‖ to maritime security situations through a collaborative approach 

• The IFC tracks and monitors 75,000-1.5 lakh shipping vessels in real timeround the 

clock 

• The IFC actively interacts with maritime community and has already built linkages 

with 18 countries and 15 multinational and maritime security centers 

• India has asked neighbors to draw upon it and consider it as their own facilityrather 

than duplicating it. This statement is important in the context of reports that 

Bangladesh and Sri Lanka are considering setting up similar fusion centers. 

 

Q) Consider the following about IFC-IOR: 

1. It is group of 15 countries in Indian ocean region headquartered in Colombo, Sri 

lanka 

2. It was established in 2010. 



 
 
 
 

 

select the correct answer: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

 

NAGA PEACE ACCORD 

The NSCN (IM), the largest Naga group, is unwilling to sign an accord with the 

center without a separate Naga flag and constitution. 

Background: 

Who are Naga’s? 

 'Naga' is a generic term which refers to a group of over 30 tribes inhabiting not only 

the boundaries along and within Nagaland, but also some hilly regions of the 

adjoining states of Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh, and some parts of the 

bordering nation , Myanmar. 

History of Naga resurgence: 

• Inner Line Permit: The British were not keen to extend their empire into the Naga 

Hills due to the hostile attitude of the hill tribes, who always took the British as an 

occupation force out to control the freedom of the Nagas and interfere with their 

distinct cultural identity. In the given situation, the British found it convenient to 

protect them with the Inner Line Permits. 

 Thereafter, the spread of Christianity and establishment of modern political, 

administrative, and educational institutions led to an educated, elite class amongst 

the Nagas. 

 In 1918, Nagas, with the help of the British officers, formed the Naga Club. 

 In 1935, the then Government of India Act designated the Naga Hill districts as 

―excluded areas‖ wherein the Nagas could continue to maintain their traditions, 

culture and lifestyle with little interference from the federal or provincial 

governments. This ultimately led to the formation of the Naga National Council 

in 1946. 

 A nine-point agreement was signed in June 1947 between the Naga leaders and 

Akbar Hydari, then Governor of Assam, wherein it was agreed that, ten years 



 
 
 
 

 

after the signing of the agreement, the Nagas would be free to decide their own 

future. 

 The Nagas even boycotted the first general elections of independent India in 1952 

on expected lines. 

 In 1956, the Naga militants, under the leadership of Phizo, created a secret 

government known as the Naga Federal Government (NFG) with around 1,500 

armed guerrilla fighters. 

 This started the so-called 'freedom struggle for Greater Nagaland better known as' 

Nagalim'. 

 The Indian government, in a reactive approach, first, sent in the army to control 

insurrections and, subsequently, Nagaland was given the status of an Indian state 

in 1962, with the existing boundaries of the state. 

Due to this kind of resurgence the Naga insurgency is referred as the mother of all 

insurgencies in the north-eastern states. 

Analysis 

Why the complexities of the Nagaland problem have kept peace at bay for a long 

time? 

• The government itself never had a long-term vision to delve into this issue in an 

integrated manner. The governments have been buying time to tire out and 

disintegrate the various factions of the Naga movement. 

• Wrong approach of government: All the governments of the day have attempted to 

solve the problem in isolation, taking one north-eastern state at a time, not realizing 

that while each of the respective state's insurgency had its own character and start 

point. 

 

• State politics: 

 The Indian Constitution provides for a federal structure, however, when the 

center intervenes with additional security forces, including the Army, the onus 

shifts from the state to the central government. This has been the one single 

factor that has allowed the states to play politics with the peace processes in 

the state and shift the blame for the failure on the center, thus, causing 

inordinate delays in finding peace in the region time and again. 

 In the negotiations for the peace processes, the states seem to have distanced 

themselves from success or failure, denying their own stakes in normalizing 

the situation. 

• Extension of ceasefire agreements: A number of ceasefire agreements that were 

once worked out with the various insurgent groups, continue to get extended 

indefinitely, thereby chasing the now seemingly elusive peace. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

What is Naga Peace accord 2015? 

 

• It is the accord signed in August 2015 by the Government of India and the National 

Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) to end the insurgency. 

• The framework agreement is based on the "unique" history of Nagas and 

recognizing the universal principle that in a democracy sovereignty lies with the 

people. 

• NSCN given up its demand for 'Greater Nagaland' and vowed allegiance to the 

constitution of India. 

• The details of the accord are yet to come in public domain. 

Main challenges to the Naga Naga Peace accord 2015: 

• Defining of Greater Nagaland, called ‗Nagalim‘. 

• Integration of adjoining Naga inhibited areas. 

• Unity amongst all Naga groups, despite the NSCN (IM) being the strongest and the 

lead group. 

• Building up of greater confidence among the Naga groups, the state government and 

the center. 
 

 

 

The National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN): 

 It is a Naga nationalist separatist group operating mainly in Northeast India, with 

minor activities in northwest Myanmar (Burma). 

 The main goal of the organisation is to establish a sovereign Naga state, 

"Nagalim‖. 



 
 
 
 

 

 There are two major factions of NSCN 

o NSCN (K), led by S. S. Khaplang. 

NSCN (I-M), led by Isak Chishi Swu and Thuingaleng Muivah. 

What should be the government's policy prescription and action plan? 

• Surrendering arms and weapons as a pre-condition for peace talks. 

• No suspension of operations by the security forces supported by subsistence 

allowance by the government. 

• A comprehensive and thought through rehabilitation package that must cater to, and 

be in sync with, the ground realities and not comprise half-baked politically-

expedient media grabbing shows. 

• Enhancing the capacity and capabilities of the state security apparatus, including 

state armed police forces to deal with these groups so that the Army is pulled out 

of all these states, and also relieves the states from the AFSPA. 

• Develop these states as viable self-sustaining economic entities and not keep them 

dependent entirely upon central aid packages to the tune of over 90 percent 

dependency, as is the case currently. 

• There is a need to follow a comprehensive and all-inclusive developmental model 

for these states with better accountability of the 'fund flow,' since large amounts of 

funds are allotted by the central government due to the financial non-viability of 

these states. 

• Connectivity to the mainland and a greater push for development of the border areas 

will go a long way in ensuring better assimilation of the northeast and its people. 

• Government need to engage more with the India‘s immediate neighbors, 

particularly Bhutan and Bangladesh. 

Way forward: 



 
 
 
 

 

• It needs to be accepted that regardless of the government in power at the center, the 

consistent Indian policy for conflict resolution in the northeast has been one of 

buying time through talks. Most of these talks have lacked good governance 

models. 

• An equally pressing reality is that New Delhi, for decades, has not really known the 

ground realities of the northeast despite its best efforts - resulting in the absence of 

economic viability combining with an all-inclusive model of development for this 

region. A huge amount of infrastructure, particularly road connectivity and 

investments, especially in the power sector are the needs of the hour. 

PROJECT BEEHIVE 

In News 

• The Army's Corps of Electronics and Mechanical Engineers (EME) has launched a 

major initiative under Project Beehive for automation of the entire Corps 

• The objective is to enable real-time monitoring and response of its 2,000 workshops 

across the country. 

• The Army is collaborating with the Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology on this and EME officers are part of the product development 

• Each of them will be able to track their equipment and readiness in realtime. On a 

click, all critical readiness states will be displayed. The equipment, how much 

mileage was done, when is the next service due and so on. It allows easy forecast 

of requirements 

• The Army had earlier automated its workshops under WASP (Workshop Honey 

bees) which is now being upgraded to be on the same level with Beehive. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Ex Eastern Bridge-V 

 

News 

 Indian Air Force is participating in a Bilateral Joint exercise with Royal Air Force Oman 

(RAFO), named Ex Eastern Bridge-V. 

Ex Eastern Bridge-V 

 It is a bilateral Joint exercise of Indian Air Force (IAF) with Royal Air Force Oman 

(RAFO). 
 For the first time, MiG-29 fighter aircraft will be participating in an International 

Exercise outside India. 
 IAF contingent comprises of MiG-29 and C-17 aircraft. MiG-29 will be exercising with 

Royal Air Force Oman‘s Eurofighter Typhoon, F-16 and Hawk. 

Significance 

 The exercise will enhance inter-operability during mutual operations between the two Air 

Forces and will provide an opportunity to learn from each other‘s best practices. 
 The participation of IAF in the exercise will also promote professional interaction, 

exchange of experience and operational knowledge. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Besides strengthening bilateral relations, it will also provide a good opportunity to the 

air-warriors to operate in an international environment. 

Defence of A&N Islands 2019 (DANX-19) 

 

News 

 Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC) conducted the second edition of Defence of 

A&N Islands 2019 (DANX-19). 

DANX -19 

 It is a large scale joint services exercise held by Andaman and Nicobar Command 

(ANC). 
 Components of the Indian Army, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard carried out 

mobilization and field manoeuvres to validate defensive plans of Headquarters ANC. 
 It is aimed for pursuance of the Command‘s responsibility, namely ensuring territorial 

integrity of the A&N Islands. 

FAKE NEWS MENACE IN INDIA: DANGERS AND HOW TO 

TACKLE IT? 

Issue 

Context 

I&B ministry said that fake news is more dangerous than paid news and there 

is need for government and media to combat it jointly 



 
 
 
 

 

Background 

 Fake news is news, stories or hoaxes created to deliberately misinform or 

deceive readers.Fake news, defined by the New York Times as ―a made-up 

story with an intention to deceive” 

 Usually, these stories are created to influence people’s views, push a 

political agenda or cause confusion and can often be a profitable business 

for online publishers. 

 Fake news stories can deceive people by looking like trusted websites or 

using similar names and web addresses to reputable news organizations. 

 There are three elements to fake news; Mistrust, misinformation and 

manipulation. 

Popular Fake Examples from India: 

 Muzzafarnagar riots of 2013: fake video fuelled communal passions 
 UNESCO has declared ‗Jana Gana Mana‘ best national anthem in the world 

(WhatsApp) 
 Dying Woman Molested, Video shows (The Hindu Newspaper) 
 Fatwa in Saudi Arabia; Men can eat wives when hungry (AajTak) 
 GPS tracking nanochip in 2000 Rupee notes (Nov 2016) 
 Child kidnapping rumours lead to lynchings by a mob in Jharkhand 
 Missing JNU student Najeeb Ahmed has joined the ISIS 

Deep Fake 

 It is dangerous than fake news. It is a technique for human image 

synthesisbased on artificial intelligence. 
 It is used to combine and superimposeexisting images and videos onto 

source images or videos using a machine learning technique known 

as generative adversarial network.  
 Because of these capabilities, deep fakes have been used to create 

fake celebrity pornographic videosor revenge porn. Deep fakes can also be 

used to create fake news and malicious hoaxes 



 
 
 
 

 

Analysis 

Causes for Rise in Fake News 

 Internet and Social media: Many people now get news from social media 

sites and networks and often it can be difficult to tell whether stories are 

credible or not. Social media sites can play a big part in increasing the reach 

of these types of stories. 

 Lack of Checking Authenticity: Everyone is busy in 

sharing/liking/commenting on news items without checking the authenticity 

of news. 

 No codes of practice for Social Media: Traditionally we got our news from 

trusted sources, journalists and media outlets that are required to follow strict 

codes of practice. However, the internet has enabled a whole new way to 

publish, share and consume information and news with very little regulation 

or editorial standards. 

 Stratified Organization of Fake News: Fake news is no longer being 

considered a rare or isolated phenomenon, but appears to be organized and 

shrewdly disseminated to a target population. It is believed that the high 

possibility of these organized bodies coming into existence with the help of 

political influence. 

         Laws Governing Fake News 

 There is no specific law against fake news in India. Free publication of news flows 

from Article 19 of the Constitution guaranteeing freedom of speech. 

 Press Council of India, a regulatory body, can warn, admonish or censure the 

newspaper, the news agency, the editor or the journalist or disapprove the conduct 

of the editor or the journalist if it finds that a newspaper or a news agency has 

violated journalistic ethics. 

News Broadcasters Association (NBA) represents the private television news and 

current affairs broadcasters. The self-regulatory body probes complaints against 

electronic media. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Indian Broadcast Foundation (IBF) also looks into the complaints against 

contents aired by channels. 

 Broadcasting Content Complaint Council (BCCC) admits complaints against 

TV broadcasters for objectionable TV content and fake news. 

 Indian Penal Code (IPC) has certain sections which could curb fake 

news: Section 153 (wantonly giving provocation with intent to cause riot) 

and section 295 (injuring or defiling place of worship with intent to insult the 

religion of any class) can be invoked to guard against fake news. 

Civil or Criminal Case for Defamation is another resort against fake news for 

individuals and groups hurt by the fake news. IPC Section 499 (defamation) 

and 500 (whoever defames another shall be punished with simple imprisonment for 

a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both) provide for a 

defamation suit. 

 Vernacular Social Media Platforms:The immense popularity of vernacular social 

media platforms in India is exploited for the spread of fake news. 

Dangers/Threats posed by Fake News 

Political 
 Political parties try to gain political advantages by polarizing the voter‘s mind 

which further intensifies the tensions between different sections of society. 

 Political campaigning has progressed from mere appeals in the name of identity or 

loyalty or tall promises to something akin to psychological warfare. 

Economic: As communal tendencies emerge in politics due to the spread of fake 

news economic development has taken back seat. The problems faced by the 

problems are not solved by the government. 

Society: It can disturb the social fabric of the society and tensions among 

communities persists for long times. It can lead to violence between two or more 

communities thereby creating enmity and hatred between them. It reduces the 

tendencies of cooperation between different communities. 

International: Deep fakes are used by countries to target other countries and bring 

chaos or desired political changes. China and Russia are using deep fakes to target 

the hostile countries to gain political and trade benefits. 

Faith in Media: People‘s faith in social, print and electronic media reduces which 

could affect the benefits of these Media as well the spirit of democracy as media 



 
 
 
 

 

being the fouth estate of democracy. In its purest form, fake news is completely 

made up, manipulated to resemble credible journalism and attract maximum 

attention and, with it, advertising revenue. 

How to tackle it? 

Education and Awareness 

 The government must take the initiative to make all sections of the 

population aware of the realities of this information war and evolve a consensus 

to fight this war. It must also take strict action against the fake news providers. 

 Government should take active measures for promoting awareness among people 

about fake news and their consequences. 

 Italy, for example, has experimentally added ‗recognizing fake news‘ in school 

syllabus. India should also seriously emphasize cybersecurity, internet education, 

fake news education in the academic curriculum at all levels. 

Strict Regulation: 

 News being spread using chatbots and other automated pieces of software should 

automatically be selected for special screening. 

 Government should have independent agency:to verify the data being circulated 

in social and other media. The agency should be tasked with presenting real facts 

and figures. 

 An ombudsman Institution: It deals with the credibility of news sources and 

ensures that the facts are reported. 

 Legislation to Curb Fake News: 

 Any future legislation to curb fake news should take the whole picture into 

account and not blame the media and go for knee-jerk reactions; in this age of 

new media anyone can create and circulate new for undisclosed benefits. 

 Government should have mechanism for immediately issuing of notice against 

sites/people/agencies involved in spreading fake news. 

 Accountability of Social Media: Social media websites should be 

made accountableof such activities so that it becomes their responsibility to have 

better control over the spread of fake news. 

 Help From Individuals and Civil Society: 



 
 
 
 

 

 Public should not blindly trustany sensitive news and should not forward it to 

others. 

 Public should inform concerned departmentabout any fake post as soon as they 

come across. 

 They should act as active vigilant for maintaining peace and harmony in the 

society. 

 NGO‘s and other civil society groups can play important role in spreading 

awareness about the ill effects of fake news. 

 Ordinary consumers of news can play a big role by, first, waking up to the reality 

that all they read on WhatsApp and Twitter is not the gospel truth, and then, by 

refusing to pass on what they cannot independently verify with other sources. 

 Using Artificial Intelligence: The artificial intelligence technologies, particularly 

machine learning and natural language processing, might be leveraged to combat 

the fake news problem. AI technologies hold promise for significantly automating 

parts of the procedure human fact checkers use today to determine if a story is real 

or a hoax. 

Conclusion 
Political campaigning has progressed from mere appeals in the name of identity or 

loyalty or tall promises to something akin to psychological warfare. Parties must 

desist from spreading fake news or giving patronage to such media organizations. 

At the same time mainstream as well social media must be accountable for 

spreading fake news. Both government and media have to combat the fake news 

menace collectively. 

 

CREATION OF VIBRANT SMES FOR DEFENCE CORRIDORS 

Issue 

Context 

Defense Minister Rajnath Singh called for increased and active participation of the 

private sector in defense manufacturing to achieve the government's target of 

making the Indian defense industry worth $ 26 billion by 2025. 

Background: 

What are Defense Industrial Production Corridors? 



 
 
 
 

 

• A defense corridor refers to a route or a path along which domestic production of 

defense equipment by the public sector, private sector an MSMEs is lined up to 

enhance the operational capability of the defense forces. 

• The budget for 2018-19 provided for development of two defense industrial 

production corridors: the locations of these corridors have been strategically 

decided, taking into account the natural ecosystem. 

• The first corridor plans to link Chennai and Bengaluru and will pass through 

Coimbatore and several other industrial clusters. This southern corridor will extend 

from Chennai, Hosur, Coimbatore, Salem and Tiruchi. 

• The second corridor will be in Bundelkhand — a region divided between Uttar 

Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. This will be a Rs 20,000-crore defense industrial 

production corridor, which will generate 2,50,000 jobs. 

Analysis 

It is in the strategic interest of a nation aspiring to be a regional power to develop an 

indigenous and internationally competitive defense industry base. India has the 

potential to emerge as a global platform for defense research, manufacturing, 

supply chain sourcing, software development, and offsets, with the right kind of 

policy interventions. The Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) sector is critical 

for the success of these flagship initiatives. 

MSMEs in Defense sector: 

The Ministry of Defense set up a Committee of Experts under the chairmanship of 

Dhirendra Singh in May 2015 to evolve a policy framework for 'Make in India' and 

to suggest the requisite amendments in Defense Procurement Policy 2013. This 

committee stressed on the importance of SMEs for the defense production. 

• Present status of MSME in defense: 

 90 percent of the industrial units in India belong to the Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSME) sector. 

 There are over 11 million MSME units in India that produce more than 8,000 

products. They contribute nearly 45 percent to manufacturing and about 40 

percent to the Indian export sector. 

 Their contribution to the Indian Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is 8 percent. 

 Opportunities for start-ups in the defense sector include not only the manufacture 

of equipment but also the provision of technical support and integration services 

in information technology, maintenance, repair, and overhaul, communication 

and navigation, among other areas. 

 Although exports are a nominal part of the earnings of the defense industry, as the 

SMEs develop the capacity to manufacture defense equipment, they can be part 

of the global supply chain. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The SMEs are important for the Indian defense sector due to their flexibility, 

diversity, low cost inputs, etc. 

Issues and Concerns: 

• Reluctance to technology sharing: Make in India for defense has not made any 

substantial difference because of the primary dependence on the import route for 

acquisition of technology. There is a general reluctance among technology leaders 

to share critical technologies with Indian partners and there is relative inability of 

the Indian counterparts to absorb and upgrade the technology. 

• Stiff competition: The MSMEs face stiff competition from two sources: the bigger 

and more established players in the market, and imports. These make it necessary 

for the MSMEs to innovate and either introduce a product or a service to fill the 

void created by the bigger players, or reduce the costs and streamline the processes 

to enable them to be on a more level playing field against the bigger players . 

• Infrastructural bottlenecks: The MSMEs are located in decades-old industrial 

estates, are functioning within urban areas or have come up in an unorganized 

manner in rural areas. The state of infrastructure, including power, water, roads, 

etc. in such areas is poor and unreliable. 

• Lack of skilled manpower: Although India has a large pool of human resources, the 

industry continues to lack formally skilled manpower required for manufacturing, 

marketing, servicing, etc. 

 

 

 

Recommendations to Create Vibrant SMEs in Defense Corridors: 

• The important issues faced by the industries need to be researched and common 

issues like testing facility, Computer Aided Design (CAD) and Computer Aided 

Engineering (CAE) facility for R&D, Internet Protocol (IP) management services, 

co-location of the quality Assurance Evaluator (QAE) installations and defense 

PSUs, and talent upgradation specific for emerging technologies, need to be 

addressed. 

• Considering the relative state of development of the two proposed corridors, the 

approach for each corridor needs to be different. 

• From a generalistic SME policy to adopting specific policies for high-growth 

innovative SMEs, and from promoting entrepreneurship to improving the business 

environment for SMEs can be helpful in supporting the SMEs. 



 
 
 
 

 

• As the MSMEs are bogged down in routine operations, reporting for regulatory 

compliance, an integrated IT system taking care of non-core functions will allow 

them to concentrate on core areas, improving employee productivity. Adoption of 

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is a key enabler for migration 

to Industry 4.0. 

• The government should play the role of a facilitator for delivery of cost-effective 

solutions such as Software as a Service (SaaS), Infrastructure as a Service (IaaS) 

and Platform as a Service (PaaS) through cloud computing. 

• A special fund to provide up to 50 percent funding support for hiring external 

experts to improve management and operations can make the SMEs more efficient. 

• As part of the intellectual property management support program, the necessary 

support can be given for developing new products, processes, ideas and business 

models. 

• Better linkage to the venture capital and angel investors would help the SMEs to 

learn and grow by tapping onto the expertise of these special categories of 

investors. 

• Knowledge and technology transfer from the universities to the SMEs and 

innovative start-ups can be facilitated by the government under an appropriate 

scheme. A symbiotic relationship between the MSME clusters and technical 

institutions would help solve the technical and designrelated problems of the 

MSMEs. 

Conclusion: 

The rise of India as a growing power would require not only a macroeconomic uplift 

but also a thorough realization of entrepreneurship and innovation by the MSMEs. 

Since firms, not countries, are the ones that have to compete internationally it is, 

therefore, essential for India to foster innovation, especially at the firm level. 

Q) Consider the following statements aboutChief of Defense Staff (CDS) 

1. India does not have CDS as of 2019 and creation of one will enable to offer 

seamless tri-service views and single-point advice to the Executive on defense 

management 



 
 
 
 

 

2. Currently, each Service has an individual Act passed by Parliament. A Joint 

Services Act on approval by the government will facilitate faster integration 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

REINVENTING BORDER MANAGEMENT: DRONE THREAT IN 

BORDER AREAS 

Context 

Two Pakistani drones dropping weapons in Punjab has sent security forces into a 

tizzy and raised questions on drone threats to national security. 

About 

• Punjab government recovered two drones used in dropping weapons from across the 

border. Later one more drone was seen flying over Indian border in Punjab. 

• Enemy drones dropped communication hardware, AK-47 rifles, counterfeit 

currency and narcotics in Punjab. 

• The Punjab Police exposed a terrorist module of the revived Khalistan Zindabad 

Force (KZF), backed by a Pakistan and Germany based terror group that was 

conspiring to unleash a series of terror attacks in Punjab and other adjoining states. 

• The recent flying of Pakistani drones and dropping weapons in Punjab have 

exposed the vulnerability of India to Saudi-Arabia like lethal drone attacks. For 

this purpose the border management reinvention is needed as drone threat has 

alerted Indian security and intelligence agencies. 

• There are over 6 lakh unregulated drones, of various sizes and capacities present in 

the country and anyone of them can be used for launching a nefarious act by 

disruptive elements. They are "potential threats" to vital installations, sensitive 



 
 
 
 

 

locations and specific events and a "compatible solution" is required to counter 

them. 

Reinventing Border Management-Use of anti-drone techniques 

• Drone Gun: A drone gun is capable of jamming the radio, global positioning system 

(GPS) and mobile signal between the drone and the pilot and forces the drone to 

ground in good time before it could wreak any damage 

• Sky Fence: It uses a range of signal disruptors to jam the flight path and prevent 

them from entering their target, a sensitive installation or event venue. 

• ATHENA: It is an acronym for Advanced Test High Energy Asset, is another 

weapon under analysis as it works by firing a high energy laser beam on a rogue 

drone resulting in its complete destruction in the air. However, this is a very costly 

technology and is currently being tested by the US Army. 

• Drone Catcher: It swiftly approaches an enemy drone and grabs it by throwing a net 

around. Such a tool is required when a rogue drone is needed to be captured safely 

to extract incriminating evidence from it. 

• Skywall 100: It is the ground version of the 'drone catcher' and it works by bringing 

down an UAV using a parachute that is hurled through a net from 100 meters 

distance. 

Steps Taken by the Government 

• Drone Gun: A drone gun is capable of jamming the radio, global positioning system 

(GPS) and mobile signal between the drone and the pilot and forces the drone to 

ground in good time before it could wreak any damage 

• Sky Fence: It uses a range of signal disruptors to jam the flight path and prevent 

them from entering their target, a sensitive installation or event venue. 

• ATHENA: It is an acronym for Advanced Test High Energy Asset, is another 

weapon under analysis as it works by firing a high energy laser beam on a rogue 

drone resulting in its complete destruction in the air. However, this is a very costly 

technology and is currently being tested by the US Army. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Drone Catcher: It swiftly approaches an enemy drone and grabs it by throwing a net 

around. Such a tool is required when a rogue drone is needed to be captured safely 

to extract incriminating evidence from it. 

• Skywall 100: It is the ground version of the 'drone catcher' and it works by bringing 

down an UAV using a parachute that is hurled through a net from 100 meters 

distance. 

Steps Taken by the Government 

• Two separate Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPRD) on anti-drone 

technology and Ministry of Civil Aviation (MCA) appointed task forces are now 

mulling on priority areas that need to be armed with counter-drone weapons and 

the cost estimation to procure suitable gadgets. 

Conclusion 

While Israel and USA are leaders in UAV technology and operations, the Indian 

UAV program is in its infancy. Going by the example of the Light Combat Aircraft 

(LCA), the production of an Indian combat mission capable UAV is at least a 

couple of decades away. To meet that challenge, it would be prudent to establish a 

joint venture for the production of UAVs in India under the Strategic Partnership 

program. 

Custodial interrogation & INX media case 

Context: 

• In P. Chidambaram v. Directorate of Enforcement (2019), the Supreme Court 

explained that ―grant of anticipatory bail at the stage of investigation may frustrate 

the investigating agency in interrogating the accused and in collecting the useful 

information and also the materials which might have been concealed .. 

• If our liberty is to be protected, we the people must raise once again a formidable 

"flash flood of demands" against custodial interrogation (ie, in the context of this 

discussion, arrest solely for the purposes of interrogation) - not only in courts , but 



 
 
 
 

 

also in public discourse - because custodial interrogation inherently, invariably and 

unavoidably violates our fundamental right against self-incrimination and our right 

to silence 

Background: 

• The INX Media case refers to an ongoing high-profile money laundering 

investigation in India. 

• It involves allegation of irregularities in foreign exchange clearances given to INX 

Media group for receiving overseas investment in 2007. P. Chidambaram was 

union finance minister at the time. 

• His son Karti Chidambaram has been implicated by the investigating agencies. 

• The case dates back to 2007 when INX Media applied for clearance with the 

Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) on March 15 that year. 

• INX Media had sought this approval in order to operate and broadcast a bouquet of 

channels including Hindi entertainment channel, and multiple vernacular 

entertainment channels. 

• According to the CBI, the Board in its meeting on 18 March, 2007 approved an FDI 

inflow of Rs 4.62 crore against INX Media. 

• It did not, however, approve the downstream investment by INX Media in INX 

News. 

CBI report: 

• INX Media deliberately and in violation of the conditions of the approval (i) made a 

downstream investment to the extent of 26% in the capital of INX News Limited 

without the specific approval of FIPB which included indirect foreign investment 

by the same foreign investors 

• Generated more than Rs 305 crores foreign direct investment in INX Media (P) 

Limited against the approved foreign inflow of Rs 4.62 crores 



 
 
 
 

 

Constitutionality: 

• Article 20 (3) of the Constitution says, "No person accused of any offenses shall be 

compelled to be a witness against himself". 

• Section 161 (2) of the Criminal Procedure Code implements the constitutional right 

against self-incrimination: "[Every person who the police is authorized to examine 

orally] is bound to answer truly all questions relating to such case put to him by 

[the police officer legally authorized to examine him], other than questions the 

answers to which would have a tendency to expose him to a criminal charge or to a 

penalty or forfeiture ‖ 

• Such a person has the right to remain silent to avoid incriminating himself. Our 

right to silence thus flows from the right against self-incrimination. 

Why right against self-incrimination? 

• In Selvi v. Karnataka (2010), then Chief Justice of India K.G. Balakrishnan 

explained that ―the underlying rationale [of the right against self-incrimination] 

broadly corresponds with two objectives - firstly, that of ensuring reliability of the 

statements made by an accused, and secondly, ensuring that such statements are 

made voluntarily. 

• The premise is that involuntary statements are more likely to be mislead the judge 

and the prosecutor, thereby resulting in a miscarriage of justice. 

• In Nandini Satpathy Vs. P.L. Dani, ―Article 20 (3) is a human article, a guarantee of 

dignity and integrity and of inviolability of the person and refusal to convert an 

adversary system into an inquisitorial scheme in the antagonistic ante-chamber of a 

police station. 

• 1966 U.S. Supreme Court judgment in Miranda v. Arizona ―The privilege against 

self-incrimination, which has had a long and expansive historical development, is 

the essential mainstay of our adversary system, and guarantees to the individual the 

'right to remain silent until he chooses to speak in the unfettered exercise of his 

own will, ' 



 
 
 
 

 

Conclusion: 

• Convictions of innocent people based on unreliable evidence obtained through 

coercive custody would have little impact on improving public safety, as the actual 

wrongdoers would likely still be on the loose. 

• It will encourage the police to reject self-incrimination as a tool of investigation and 

improve their ability to find evidence through modern, scientific and humane 

means. 

• It will reduce the scope for arbitrary power and strengthen liberty. 

APPRAISAL OF THE RED CORRIDOR 

 

Issue 

Context 

Special Secretary at the Chief Minister's Office Ramakant Singh has instructed to pay 

scholarship in a week under the skill development scheme in the Left Wing 

Extremism affected districts to the ITI-trained students. 



 
 
 
 

 

Background 

• Left Wing Extremism (LWE) is recognized as one of the most serious threats, not 

only to India‘s internal security but indeed to the very basic values of the 

democratic, pluralistic political order enshrined in our Constitution 

• Since 1967, when the movement started in a few 'Parganas' in West Bengal, it has 

gradually spread its tentacles into nearly 90 districts in nine states. 

• Over the past 51 years, the armed activists of the movement have accounted for 

widespread death and destruction. 

• Later, over the decades that followed, the movement assumed alarming proportions, 

• Threatening peace and security over a vast stretch of land spread across 10 states, 

described as ‗Red Corridor‘. 

Analysis 

The Naxalite movement prominently focuses on major issues like: 

• Reallocation of land resources; 

• Ensuring minimum wages for the labor working in the farms; 

• Running a parallel government and impose tax and penalties; 

• Run parallel Kangaroo Courts; 

• Destruction of government property and abduct its officials; 

• Attacks on police and law enforcing machinery; 

• Enforce its own social code of conduct 

Current Status 

• Over the years, at the peak of the LWE movement, nearly 40 per cent of India‘s 

land mass, covering approximately 35 per cent of its population, was affected. 



 
 
 
 

 

• According to a recent security review by the Ministry of Home Affairs, (MHA), 

violence in LWE affected region is now spans 90 districts across 10 states. 

• In 2017, a total of 263 fatal casualties were recorded and 1888 CPI-Maoists cadres 

were arrested, which is the highest till now. 

• The state-wide classification of the most affected districts is as below. 

 

Mobilization of LWE Supporters in Urban Areas 

• Concurrently, even when the LWE movement is under intense pressure, because of 

a combination of proactive security and effective development measures, a steady 

rise in pro-Naxal activities in urban India is being observed. 

• The recent trend of strong coordination between parent organizations like the CPI-

Maoists and other like-minded organizations is being reflected in the various 

programmes carried out by these organizations, against the alleged state violence 

and for protection of democratic rights like displacement of local communities . 

• It remained the main rationale for mobilization for civil society organizations like 

the Niyamgiri Suraksha Samitee, actively agitating in the Niyamgiri Hills area and 



 
 
 
 

 

the Jharkhand Visthapan Virodhi Jan Vikas Andolan, a front of CPI-M agitating 

against amendments to the Chhotanagpur and Santhal Pargana Tenancy Acts. 

• In this backdrop, a systematic approach was initiated by the CPI-M to mobilize 

resources and achieve the following objectives through urban mobilization, taking 

advantage of their anonymity in the urban centers. 

 Mobilize masses and strengthen organizational structures - under this program, 

the Maoists mainly targeted students, workers, middle-class employees, and 

focused on social issues like women's rights, the grievances of Dalits, and 

religious minorities and politicized issues in accordance with the communist 

ideology. 

 Develop a United Front - Another component of the above strategy was to unify 

like-minded organizations of workers, students from urban localities, 

organizations opposing globalisation, etc. and to consolidate them. 

 Military Task - The military wings of CPI-M, PGI and PLGA, were to carry out 

the military tasks in the rural and least developed regions of the country while the 

urban Naxals were to complement their efforts by recruiting cadres and sending 

them into the Countryside, infiltrating 'enemy' ranks, creating unions in critical 

industries, sabotaging actions with the support of armed cadres, arranging 

financial and logistical support for armed cadres hiding in the remote localities. 

Government of India’s Approach 

• Review mechanism: For effective implementation of the NPAP, the MHA 

established a robust mechanism under which timely reviews are conducted and 

policies and strategies are amended or fine-tuned. 

• SAMADHAN-A Comprehensive Policy Tool: an integrated strategy through which 

LWE can be countered with full force and competence. This is a compilation of 

short term and long-term policies formulated at different levels. 

• Tracking Flow of Weapons: Real-time technical intelligence plays a decisive role in 

any proactive counter-insurgency force and its timely receipt defines the strength 

of that force. In developing these capabilities, the MHA has deployed at least one 



 
 
 
 

 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) or Mini-UAV for each CAPF battalions. More 

helicopter support is provided for CAPFs to rush in supplies and reinforcements. 

• Tracking Finances: Apart from robust kinetic measures, a pre-emptive approach 

warrants limiting the resources of LWE movement and its cadres through effective 

coordination and thorough investigation. 

• Multi-agency Approach: the Ministry of Home Affairs has set up a Multi-

Disciplinary Group (MDG) comprising officers from the Intelligence Bureau (IB), 

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), Enforcement Directorate, Directorate of 

Revenue Intelligence (DRI) , NIA, Central Board of Direct Taxation (CBDT), 

CRPF and the state police as well as their Special Branches, Criminal Investigation 

Departments (CIDs) and other state units. This group is utilized by the MHA as a 

forum for evolving a well-coordinated approach for handling prolonged national 

security challenges. 

• Bastariya Battalion: the CRPF has decided to enhance local representation in its 

combat layout deployed in the Bastar area to provide the 'Bastariya' youth better 

avenues of employment under its Civic Action Program. 

Development Initiatives by Government of India 

• Road Connectivity Schemes: The Road Requirement Plan is being implemented by 

the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways with the objective of better 

connectivity in 34 LWE affected districts of nine states. 

• Data Connectivity: The Department of Telecom is proactively implementing 

schemes for better data connectivity of LWE affected states with the rest of the 

country. These efforts are yielding constructive results, helping the security forces 

with better data connectivity for executing counter-insurgency operations 

successfully. 

• Electrification Initiatives in LWE Districts: The Ministry of Power has proactively 

started the electrification of the villages in the LWE affected districts under Deen 

Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY). 



 
 
 
 

 

• Employment Initiatives: Along with several infrastructural schemes, the 

Government of India is also executing several schemes under the Pradhan Mantri 

Kaushal Vikas Yojna (PMKVY) that are empowering the citizens with the required 

skill sets to earn their livelihood. Under this program 47 Industrial Training 

Institutes (ITIs) and 68 Skill Development Centers (SDCs) are to be established. 

Cycles of development and extremism 

 

Way forward 

• Ensuring effective governance for the well-being of the affected sections of the 

population. 

• Transforming the state police into an effective counterinsurgency force. 

• Timely execution and completion of development schemes. 

• Further, the states can also improve governance by playing a constructive role in: 

suggesting specific, actionable interventions in existing schemes which are being 

run by the Central Government in the state. 

• Encouraging civil society and youth to act in a constructive way rather than 

resorting to mere right based agitations. 

• Unleashing the competitive spirit among all stakeholders. 

• Timely sharing of information on district-specific issues. 



 
 
 
 

 

Naga peace process 

 

News 

• The deadline set by the center for wrapping up the Naga peace talks, October 31, 

arrives this week. 

• While the center's interlocutor and now Nagaland's Governor, R N Ravi, has 

stressed that some key issues remain uncertain with the National Socialist Council 

of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah), or NSCN (I-M). 

What are the Naga peace talks? 

 

• The talks seek to settle disputes that date back to colonial rule. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The Nagas are not a single tribe, but an ethnic community that comprises several 

tribes who live in the state of Nagaland and its neighborhood 

• One key demand of Naga groups has been a greater Nagalim that would cover not 

only the state of Nagaland but parts of neighboring states, and even of Myanmar. 

Rise of Naga nationalism 

• The British had annexed Assam in 1826, in which they subsequently created the 

Naga Hills district and went on to extend its boundaries. 

• The assertion of Naga nationalism, which began during British rule, has continued 

after independence, and even after Nagaland became a state. 

• Along the way, the uncertain issues gave rise to decades of insurgency that claimed 

thousands of lives, including of civilians. 

How has the Naga assertion played out historically? 

• The earliest sign of Naga resistance dates back to 1918, with the formation of the 

Naga Club. 

• In 1929, the Club famously told the Simon Commission ―to leave us alone to 

determine for ourselves as in ancient times‖. 

• In 1946, A Z Phizo formed the Naga National Council (NNC), which declared Naga 

independence on August 14, 1947, and then, in 1951, claimed to have conducted a 

referendum. 

• The referendum got overwhelming majority in support of an independent Naga 

state. 

• By the early 1950s, the NNC had taken up arms and gone underground. 

• The NNC split in 1975, the breakaway group being the NSCN, which split further 

in later years, most prominently into the NSCN (I-M) and NSCN (Khaplang) in 

1988. 

And how have the peace talks played out in recent years? 



 
 
 
 

 

Before the ongoing talks, which followed a framework agreement in 2015, there were 

two other agreements between Naga groups and the center. 

1975: 

• A peace accord was signed in Shillong in which the NNC leadership agreed to give 

up arms. 

• Several NNC leaders, including Isak Chishi Swu, Thuingaleng Muivah and SS 

Khaplang refused to accept the agreement and broke away to form the NSCN. 

• In 1988 came another split, with Khaplang breaking away to form the NSCN (K) 

while Isak and Muivah headed the NSCN (I-M). 

1997: 

• The NSCN (I-M) signed a ceasefire agreement with the government in 1997, 

preceded by rounds of talks since 1995. 

• The key agreement was that there would be no counter-insurgency offensive against 

the NSCN (I-M), who in turn would not attack Indian forces. 

• The NSCN (I-M) had then announced to "every citizen of Nagalim wherever they 

may be", that a ceasefire agreement was entered into between India and the outfit 

to bring about a lasting political solution. 

2015: 

• In August that year, the center signed a framework agreement with the NSCN        

(I-M). 

• PM Modi described it as a "historic agreement" towards settling the "oldest 

insurgency" in India. This set the stage for the ongoing peace talks. 

• In 2017, six other Naga armed outfits under the banned of the Naga National 

Political Groups (NNPGs) joined the talks. 

• Today, Muivah remains the senior-most Naga rebel leader. Isak died in 2016. In the 

NSCN (-K), its leader Khaplang died in 2018. 



 
 
 
 

 

What was in the framework agreement? 

• The government has not yet spelled out the details in public. 

• Following the agreement, the government had said in a press statement: ―The 

Government of India recognized the unique history, culture and position of the 

Nagas and their sentiments and aspirations. 

• The NSCN understood and appreciated the Indian political system and governance. 

• On the other hand, the NSCN (I-M) issued a statement earlier this year which said 

that Nagaland State does and will not represent the national decision of the Naga 

people. 

• The statement was in opposition to the proposal for a Register of Indigenous 

Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN) in the state of Nagaland. 

Where does the territorial demand currently stand? 

• The accord being finalized ―does not change the boundary of states; provides 

autonomous Naga territorial councils for Arunachal and Manipur; a common 

cultural body for Nagas across states. 

• It provides for specific institutions for state's development, integration and 

rehabilitation of non-state Naga militia and the removal of the Armed Forces 

Special Powers Act. 

• The map of Greater Nagalim in the NSCN (IM) vision, on the other hand, covers a 

1,20,000 sq km sprawl across the Northeast and Myanmar - the area of Nagaland 

state itself is only 16,527 sq km, a fraction of this vision . 

• Amid the anxiety this has caused among citizens in neighboring states, state 

governments have assured them that their respective states' territorial integrity 

would not be compromised. 

What are the other issues? 



 
 
 
 

 

• The government and the NSCN (I-M) have failed to agree on issues relating to a 

separate Naga flag and a constitution. 

• In its latest statement, the NSCN (I-M) has said it will not budge from the demand 

for the flag and the constitution - and that it is looking for a lasting solution. 

• However the NSCN (I-M) has adopted a procrastinating attitude to delay the 

settlement raising the contentious symbolic issues of separate Naga national flag 

and constitution. 

Where could the disagreement lead to? 

• The statement from the Governor's office has given rise to speculation that the 

government is ready to sign a final peace agreement with other groups without the 

NSCN (I-M), the largest group. 

• Civil society groups in Nagaland are divided in their opinion. 

• Some have said the talks should be wrapped up with whatever is offered now and 

keep other issues open for later negotiations. 

• Others believe all issues should be settled and the NSCN (I-M) should be on board, 

even if it takes longer than the deadline. 

INS BAAZ 

 

• Recently Navy Chief Admiral visited INS Baaz, the southernmost air station of the 

Indian Armed Forces. 

INS Baaz 



 
 
 
 

 

• The Indian Naval Station (INS) 'Baaz' was commissioned in July 2012, and is the 

southernmost air station of the Indian Armed Forces. 

• INS Baaz is located at Campbell Bay on the Great Nicobar island, the southernmost 

and largest island in the UT of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

• It is a part of the Andaman and Nicobar Command, the only tri-services formation 

of the Indian Armed Forces that was started in 2001. 

• This island is also the location of the Indira Point and is less than 250 km by sea 

from Banda Aceh in Indonesia. 

• Campbell Bay, where the base is located, is more than 1,500 km away from the 

Indian mainland, and 500 km from Port Blair. 

Significance 

• The A&N Islands are strategically important for India‘s national security as they 

provide a critical capability to monitor sea areas in the region. 

• The primary functions of the INS Baaz include helping build Maritime Domain 

Awareness by providing information via airborne surveillance using aircraft and 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs). 

• The base was first equipped with a runway of 3,500 feet but was later lengthened to 

enable larger aircraft to operate from it. 

• The location has been described as India‘s ―window into East and Southeast Asia‖, 

and is in close vicinity of the Six Degree Channel, also called the Great Channel. 

• It is one of the Indian Ocean's busiest shipping lines, carrying strategic cargo to East 

Asian countries. 

• It is also close to the Strait of Malacca. The INS Baaz helps to ensure maritime 

security in the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman Sea. 

• The base also assists the local populace in times of need such as facilitating 

evacuation during medical emergencies. 



 
 
 
 

 

Rights in the age of technology 

Context 

Will Cathcart, the global head of WhatsApp, wrote that "Governments and 

companies need to do more to protect vulnerable groups and individuals". 

Background 

• He was referring to spyware attacks, like the one that the messaging platform 

succumbed to from Pegasus. 

• Pegasus is a malicious software developed by NSO. 

• WhatsApp has disclosed that a "not insignificant" number of Indian journalists, 

rights activists and lawyers were targeted using Pegasus. 

So what exactly is Pegasus? How it works? 

• It is a spyware that works by sending an exploit link, and if the target user clicks on 

the link, the malware or the code that allows the surveillance is installed on the 

user's phone. 

• Pegasus is installed without the user's knowledge or permission. 

• Once Pegasus is installed, the attacker has complete access to the target user's 

phone. 

• Pegasus delivers a chain of zero-day exploits to penetrate security features on the 

phone and installs Pegasus without the user's knowledge or permission. 

• A "zero-day exploit" is a completely unknown vulnerability, about which even the 

software manufacturer is not aware, and there is, thus, no patch or fix available for 

it. 

The Pegasus method: 



 
 
 
 

 

To monitor a target, a Pegasus operator must convince a target to click on a specially 

crafted 'exploit link' which allows the operator to penetrate security features on the 

phone and installs Pegasus without the user's knowledge or permission. Once the 

phone is exploited and Pegasus installed, it begins contacting the operator's 

command and control servers to receive and execute operator commands, and send 

back the target's private data, including passwords, contact lists, calendar events, 

text messages, and live voice calls from popular mobile messaging apps. The 

operator can even turn on the phone's camera and microphone to capture activity in 

the phone's vicinity. 

 

Demands by Indian govt? 

• The government has pulled up WhatsApp for not disclosing to Indian authorities the 

details of the spyware attack launched on Indian citizens through the Israeli 

software Pegasus, despite at least a couple of high-level meetings between the two 

sides in the past few months. 

• However, WhatsApp appeared to counter the Indian government, saying it had in 

May "quickly resolved a security issue and notified Indian and international 

government authorities." 

https://i1.wp.com/www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/WhatsApp-hacking-and-issues-related.jpg?ssl=1


 
 
 
 

 

• However, the government points out that though the WhatsApp informed CERT-In, 

or the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team, it failed to communicate the 

fact that Indian citizens had been affected by it. 

• WhatsApp was legally bound under Section 70 (B) of the IT Act, 2000 to inform 

the government about the details of such attacks (on Indian citizens), which they 

failed to. 

 cyber security and related issues 

• In the twentieth century, India saw an impetus in Information Technology (IT) and 

an enormous growth in e-commerce. Both these sectors ride on and reside in 

cyberspace involving electronic transactions, software, services, devices and 

networks which are highly susceptible to cyber-crimes. Hence to ensure its safety, 

cyber-security has become one of the most compelling priorities for the country. 

• Out of the top 10 most targeted countries by cyber attackers in 2017, India ranks 

fourth and cyber-security defenders are facing a lot of threats from these cyber 

criminals. 

• A report, prepared by the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) 

analyzing cyber-attacks from April-June 2018 said that the maximum numbers of 

cyber-attacks on official Indian websites are from China, US and Russia. It has 

also flagged the possibility of malicious actors from Pakistan using German and 

Canadian cyberspace for intruding into Indian cyberspace and carrying out 

malicious activities. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

• CERT-In is the nodal agency which deals with cyber security threats like hacking 

and phishing. It collects analyses and disseminates information on "cyber 

incidents," and also issues alerts on "cyber security incidents." 

About 

Cyber space 

• It is a domain characterized by the use of electronics and the electromagnetic 

spectrum to store, modify, and exchange data via networked systems and 

associated physical infrastructures. It is a term associated with application of the 

Internet worldwide. 

• Unlike the physical world that is limited by geographical boundaries in space - land, 

sea, river waters, and air - cyberspace is continuing to expand and has no 

geographical limitation. A nation‘s cyberspace is part of the global cyberspace; it 

cannot be separated to define its boundaries since cyberspace is borderless. This is 

what makes cyberspace so unique. 

Cyber security 

• It is a broad spectrum phrase and relates to preventing any form of unauthorized and 

malafide access to a personal computer, laptop, smartphone or a major network 

like the national banking system or the railways network or a national information 

technology asset that also has military implications . Whether it is for the email, 



 
 
 
 

 

social networking, net-banking or mobile banking, almost everyone is dependent 

on the internet and hence potentially vulnerable. 

• It is, thus, a complex issue that cuts across multiple domains and calls for multi-

dimensional, multi-layered initiatives and responses. It has proved a challenge for 

governments all around the world. The task is made difficult by the inchoate and 

diffuse nature of the threats and the inability to frame an adequate response in the 

absence of tangible perpetrators. 

Analysis 

Need For Cyber Security 

• To ensure critical infrastructure systems do not collapse under any situation. 

• To ensure business continuity. 

• To ensure disaster recovery plans are tested regularly and upgraded. 

For the success of government initiatives like Digital India, Make in India and Smart 

Cities. 

India’s Cyber Security Challenges 

• With India carving a niche for itself in the IT sector, dependence on technology is 

also increasing. With Indians using the internet for all their needs, ranging from 

shopping to banking, studying to storing data, cyber-crimes have also increased in 

proportion to usage. 

• Cyber space crimes can be diverse, multi-domain, multi-location, multilingual and 

multicultural and therefore it is difficult to investigate the crime and reach the 

offender. 

• Threats from online radicalization have been on the rise. 

• With the advent of IT revolution and growing penetration of the Internet and 

smartphones, India has recently emerged as one of the favorite countries among 

cyber criminals. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The major security threat lies to the critical infrastructure of the nation wherein the 

attackers can gain control of vital systems such as nuclear power plants, financial, 

transportation or health systems that can lead to dire consequences. 

• Despite having a National Cyber Security Policy in place, risks to our critical 

infrastructure remain. 

• There is lack of coordination among different government agencies. So, in spite of 

instituting a National Cyber Security Coordinator in 2014, the tussle between the 

National Technical Research Organization (the nodal agency for cyber security) 

and the Ministry of Communications and Information Technology impede 

coordination. 

• Lack of national level architecture for cyber-security - critical infrastructure is 

owned by private sector, and the armed forces have their own fire-fighting 

agencies. However there is no national security architecture that unifies the efforts 

of all these agencies to be able to assess the nature of any threat and tackle them 

effectively. The Prime Minister's Office has created a position towards this cause 

but there is a long way to go before India has the necessary structure in place. 

• Lack of uniformity in devices used for internet access. With varying income groups 

in India, not everyone can afford expensive phones. In the US, Apple has over 44% 

market share. However, in India the iPhones with their higher security criteria are 

used by less than 1% of mobile users. 

• Lack of trained and qualified manpower to implement the counter measures. 

• Lack of awareness and the culture of cyber security at individual as well as 

institutional levels. As there is no national regulatory policy in place for cyber-

security there is a lack of awareness at both company levels as well as individual 

level. Domestic netizens can protect and be protected from the cyber-attacks only 

if there is a guided and supervised legal framework. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

National Cyber Security Policy, 2013 

With primary aim to monitor and protect information and strengthen defences from 

cyber-attacks, the National Cyber Security Policy, 2013 was released by the 

Government of India. 

It aims to achieve through: 

• Creating workforce of 5, 00,000 professionals skilled in next five years through 

capacity building, skill development and training. 

• Developing suitable indigenous technologies in ICT sector. 

• Providing fiscal benefits to corporate sector for adoption of cyber security. 

• Safeguarding the privacy of citizens' data. 

• Enabling effective prevention, detection and investigation of cybercrimes. 

• Creating and promoting the culture of cyber security. 

• Enhancing global cooperation in cyber security. 

Important features of the policy are: 

• A national and sectoral 24X7 mechanism has been envisaged to deal with cyber 

threats through National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Center 

(NCIIPC). 

• Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) has been designated to act as a 

nodal agency for coordination of crisis management efforts. CERT-In will also act 

as umbrella organization for coordination actions and operationalization of sectoral 

CERTs. 

• A mechanism is proposed to be developed for obtaining strategic information 

regarding threats to information and communication technology (ICT) 

infrastructure, creating scenarios of response, resolution and crisis management 

through effective, predictive, prevention, response and recovery action. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 Responsibility of governments 

• Cathcart placed the responsibility on both tech companies and governments. 

NSO 

• NSO severed its contract with Saudi Arabia after accusations by a journalist. 

• He claimed that its software was used to hack his phone, which allowed Saudi 

agencies to track journalist Jamal Khashoggi, who was assassinated in Istanbul. 

Technology & Fundamental Rights 

• WhatsApp has often claimed that its end-to-end encryption makes it a safe and 

private way to communicate. That claim is now being contested. 

• In the digital age, companies will emerge and operate in the gray areas of the 

intersection between technology and security to make a profit. 

• But national security must not be used as a shield by either governments or private 

players to justify the violation of fundamental rights. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Indian scenario 

• Right to privacy - India is a constitutional democracy where the courts have read the 

right to privacy in the right to life and liberty. 

• Indian response - Law and IT minister said he has asked WhatsApp to explain the 

breach, while the home ministry has said it will take strict action against those 

violating the law. 

• Actions in previous instances - Earlier, the Indian government and parliamentary 

committees have summoned seats from Facebook and Twitter. 

• The vulnerability of India - Indians continue to be the largest user base for 

WhatsApp. 

• Relation with Israel - India also enjoys close ties with Israel. 

Way ahead 

• Indian government must leverage its relationship with Israel to hold NSO to 

account. 

• It must punish anyone found guilty of unlawfully violating the privacy of Indian 

citizens. 

• The government has made it clear that it holds a sovereign right over the data of its 

citizens. The idea of data sovereignty must include a citizen's right to privacy. 

• There is a need to stress upon the areas of strategic importance including Artificial 

Intelligence, Robotics, Virtual reality & augmented reality, Internet of things (IOT) 

which would be the backbone of the country in future. 

• There is also a need to sensitize the common citizens about the dangers of cyber 

threats. CERT-In should engage academic institutions and follow an aggressive 

strategy. 



 
 
 
 

 

• There should be increased partnership of government and private sector since the 

majority of the country's cyber resources are controlled by entities outside of the 

government. 

• Agreements relating to cyber security should be given the same importance as other 

traditional agreements. 

• More investment in this field in terms of finance, skill training and manpower is 

required. There is a need to increase the number of cyber security experts and IT 

security auditors, in which the nation is facing a crisis at present. 

• Indian agencies working after cyber security should also keep a close vigil on the 

developments in the IT sector of our potential adversaries. 

• Explicit privacy laws in the country must be enacted addressing the concerns 

regarding encroachment on citizens' privacy and civil-liberties. 

• India's legal system needs to be upgraded towards enhanced cyber laws as its 

current form is still dwelling on the IT Act, 2000 (IT Amendment Bill 2006 and IT 

Amendment Bill 2008) which are unable to cover the holistic issues in a field 

which is changing every day. 

Conclusion 

The government's response in the aftermath of the WhatsApp hack will demonstrate 

its commitment to the rights enshrined in the Constitution. 

AFSPA 

Context: The Cabinet Secretariat has notified rules reasserting the Union Home 

Ministry as the authority that would decide on the imposition of the Armed Forces 

(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) in the Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir 

and Ladakh. 

 What does the AFSPA mean? 

• In simple terms, AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain public order in 

―disturbed areas‖. 



 
 
 
 

 

• They have the authority to prohibit a gathering of five or more persons in an area, 

can use force or even open fire after giving due warning if they feel a person is in 

contravention of the law. 

• If reasonable suspicion exists, the army can also arrest a person without a warrant; 

enter or search premises without a warrant; and ban the possession of firearms. 

 What is a ―disturbed area‖ and who has the power to declare it? 

1. A disturbed area is one which is declared by notification under Section 3 of the 

AFSPA. An area can be disturbed due to differences or disputes between members 

of different religious, racial, language or regional groups or castes or communities. 

2. The Central Government, or the Governor of the State or Administrator of the 

Union Territory can declare the whole or part of the State or Union Territory as a 

disturbed area. A suitable notification would have to be made in the Official 

Gazette. As per Section 3, it can be invoked in places where "the use of armed 

forces in aid of the civil power is necessary". 

 Considering the origin of AFSPA? 

The Act came into force in the context of increasing violence in the Northeastern 

States decades ago, which the state governments found difficult to control. The 

Armed Forces (Special Powers) Bill was passed by both the Houses of Parliament 

and it was approved by the President on September 11, 1958. It became known as 

the Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 1958. 

 What are the special powers given to army officers? 

1. Under Section 4 of the AFSPA, an authorized officer in a disturbed area enjoys 

certain powers. The authorized officer has the power to open fire at any individual 

even if it results in death if the individual violates laws which prohibit (a) the 

assembly of five or more persons; or (b) carrying of weapons. However, the officer 

has to give a warning before opening fire. 



 
 
 
 

 

2. The authorized officer has also been given the power to (a) arrest without a 

warrant; and (b) seize and search without any warrant any premise in order to 

make an arrest or recovery of hostages, arms and ammunitions. 

3. Individuals who have been taken into custody have to be handed over to the 

nearest police station as soon as possible. 

4. Prosecution of an authorized officer requires prior permission of the Central 

Government. 

 What has been the role of the judiciary? 

There were questions about the constitutionality of AFSPA, given that law and order 

is a state subject. The Supreme Court has upheld the constitutionality of AFSPA in 

a 1998 judgment (Naga People's Movement of Human Rights v. Union of India). 

In this judgment, the Supreme Court arrived at certain conclusions including: 

(a) a suo-motto declaration can be made by the central government, however, it is 

desirable that the state government should be consulted by the central government 

before making the declaration; 

(b) AFSPA does not confer arbitrary powers to declare an area as a ‗disturbed area‘; 

(c) the declaration has to be for a limited period and there should be a periodic review 

of the declaration 6 months have expired; 

(d) while exercising the powers conferred upon him by AFSPA, the authorized 

officer should use minimal force necessary for effective action, 

(e) The authorized officer should strictly follow the 'Dos and Don'ts' issued by the 

army. 

 Has there been any review of the Act? 

On November 19, 2004, the Central Government appointed committee headed by 

Justice B P Jeevan Reddy made the following recommendations: (a) AFSPA 

should be repealed and appropriate provisions should be inserted in the Unlawful 



 
 
 
 

 

Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967; (b) The Unlawful Activities Act should be 

modified to clearly specify the powers of the armed forces and paramilitary forces 

and (c) grievance cells should be set up in each district where the armed forces are 

deployed. 

The 5th report of the Second Administrative Reforms Commission on public order 

has also recommended the repeal of the AFSPA. 

These recommendations have not been implemented. 

Exercise Dustlik 2019 

 

News 

Exercise Dustlik 2019 

• Defense Minister is in Uzbekistan on a three-day visit since Saturday. 

• It is the first-ever India-Uzbekistan Joint Exercise. 

• This is the first visit by an Indian Defense Minister to Uzbekistan in about 15 years. 

• The joint military exercise focused on counter-terrorism has commenced in 

Tashkent. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The exercise will enable sharing of best practices and experiences between the 

armed forces of the two countries and would lead to greater operational 

effectiveness. 

Q) DUSTLIK is join military exercise conducted between India and _________ 

a. Kazakhstan 

b. Turkmenistan 

c. Uzbekistan 

d. Mongolia 

 

Cyber security 

Context: 

• Recently a user on VirusTotal identified a DTrack data dump linked with the 

Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant indicating that a system (or more) in the plant 

had been breached by malware. The Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd 

(NPCIL) confirmed the breach. 

• WhatsApp sued the Israel-based NSO Group for the use of its 'Pegasus' spyware on 

thousands of WhatsApp users in the lead-up to the general elections .. 

DTrack 

• DTrack, is used by hackers to attack financial and research centers in India. 

• It was designed to be planted on the victim's ATMs, where it could read and store 

the data of cards that were inserted into the machines 

• A version of it was used to attack the banking system in South Korea as well as for 

the infamous WannaCry ransom worm attacks across the globe. 

• Researchers have identified that the malware which infected the computer at 

Kudankulam nuclear power plant was DTrack. 

Pegasus 



 
 
 
 

 

• Pegasus is a spyware developed by the Israeli cyberarms firm, NSO Group 

• It can be installed on devices running certain versions of iOS, Apple‘s mobile 

operating system, 

• Pegasus is capable of reading text messages, tracking calls, collecting passwords, 

tracing the location of the phone, accessing the target device's microphone (s) and 

video camera (s) 

• Apple released version of its iOS software to fix the vulnerabilities. 

• News of the spyware got significant media attention. 

• It was called the "most sophisticated" smartphone attack ever. 

Concerns: 

• Doubts on the Indian claims to being a legitimate power in cyberspace. 

• Vulnerability of its critical information infrastructure 

• Blatant disregard for the fundamental rights of Indian citizens online 

• Indian govt Fails to secure its strategic infrastructure from sophisticated 

cyberattacks 

• The Indian military announced that it would modernize its nuclear forces, which 

includes the incorporation of artificial intelligence and other cybercapabilities, the 

apparent absence of robust cybersecurity capability is a serious cause for concern. 

• The surveillance of Indian citizens through WhatsApp spyware in the lead-up to the 

general elections depicts the government's disregard for cybersecurity. 

Way forward: 

• India needs to get serious about cybersecurity, both for its political interests and for 

its citizenry. 

• ―Security by obscurity‖ for India‘s nuclear power plants 



 
 
 
 

 

• Cutting-edge malware reserved for spying on citizens. 

Merger of Assam Rifles and ITBP 

 

Context 

The Ministry of Home Affairs has proposed that Assam Rifles should be merged with 

ITBP and serve under the operational control of the MHA. The Army is opposed to 

this proposal. 

Assam Rifles 

• It is a central paramilitary force. 

• It is under the administrative control of the MHA and operational control of the 

Army, i.e. the Ministry of Defense. 

History of Assam Rifles 

Formation 

• It is formed as Cachar Levy in 1835 to assist the British rulers in enjoying peace in 

the Northeast. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It had just about 750 men but proved its capability and efficiency. 

Evolution 

• The unit was converted into the Assam Military Police Battalion with two 

additional battalions in 1870. They were known as the Lushai Hills Battalion, 

Lakhimpur Battalion, and Naga Hills Battalion. 

• Just before World War I, another battalion, the Darrang Battalion, was added. 

• They all rendered great service by assisting the British in Europe and West Asia 

during the war. 

• These battalions were then renamed Assam Rifles. 

• They were regular armed police battalions, with the 'Rifles' tag. It was a matter of 

honor for their competence. 

Post 1962 war 

• After the Chinese aggression in 1962 in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam Rifles battalions 

were placed under the operational control of the Army. 

• Assam Rifles personnel who were acclimatized to the region were better suited for 

operations then. 

• One of the major causes of India‘s defeat was that the regular army units were not 

used to extreme weather. 

Situation changed now 

• All Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) are acclimatized to almost every region of 

the country due to country-wide deployment of all CAPF battalions. 

• The operational role performed by the ITBP at 18,700 feet in Ladakh is a testimony 

to its capability to guard the border in any part of the country. 

• Back in 2001, the Group of Ministers had stated that the principle of 'One Border, 

One Force' should be strictly adhered to. 



 
 
 
 

 

• If ITBP can guard the India-China border in Ladakh, it can also guard the India-

China border in Arunachal Pradesh and beyond. 

• Having two masters for an organization - one for administrative control and another 

for operational control - is absurd and leads to problems of coordination. 

• Home Ministry's move to merge all its 55,000-strong Assam Rifles with the ITBP is 

a step in the right direction. 

Opposed to the move 

• The Army argues that the Assam Rifles should be merged with it, to ensure national 

security. 

• The army would lose its promotional avenues once this paramilitary force is merged 

with the ITBP, as it would be directly under the control of the Home Ministry. 

• At present, nearly 80% of officers' ranks from Major upwards are held by Army 

officers on deputation. A Lieutenant-General of the Army holds the post of 

Director General of Assam Rifles. 

• For the time being, the Chief may be appointed from among IPS officers. CAPF 

was brought under the fold of Organized Group 'A' Service this year. The direct 

officers of Assam Rifles will eventually take up the top posts. 

Conclusion 

The merger issue needs to be taken up on priority by the CCS so that doubts are 

cleared. The mode of absorbing the officers should be worked out to avoid a 

vacuum being created once the deputationists are repatriated to the Army. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Exercise "Samudra Shakti" 

 

News 

• India Navy and Indonesian navy hold Joint Naval Exercise "Samudra Shakti" in 

Bay of Bengal. 

Ex. Samudra shakti 

• It is a joint exercise between Indian Navy and the Indonesian Navy. 

• The joint exercises include manoeuvres, surface warfare exercises, air defense 

exercises, weapon firing drills, helicopter operations and boarding operations. 

• The Harbor Phase included professional interactions in the form of Subject Matter 

Expert Exchanges (SMEE), cross deck visits, simulator drills, planning 

conferences, sports fixtures and social interactions. 



 
 
 
 

 

Q) SAMUDRA SHAKTI is a bilateral naval exercise between India and 

___________ 

a. Malaysia 

b. Indonesia 

c. Mauritius 

d. Sri lanka 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) joint exercise 

 

News 

• Pakistan did not participate in the inaugural session of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO) joint exercise on urban earthquake and rescue in Delhi. 

• Earthquakes have taken more than 2 lakh lives, which account for two-thirds of 

disaster related mortality in SCO countries. In this background, this joint exercise 

will be very useful for improving the collective preparedness 



 
 
 
 

 

• The SCO, in which China plays an influential role, is also comprised of Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India and Pakistan. India and Pakistan 

were admitted into the bloc in 2017. 

Do you know? 

• Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) is a permanent organ of the SCO which 

serves to promote cooperation of member states against the three evils of terrorism, 

separatism and extremism. It is headquartered in Tashkent. 

• India has launched Geostationary Satellite to improve communication, weather 

forecasting, etc. among the South Asian countries. 

Mutual logistics agreement 

News 

• India and Russia are expected to conclude a mutual logistics agreement and review 

the setting up of joint ventures for manufacturing spares for Russian defense 

platforms in India 

• The Agreement on Reciprocal Logistics Support (ARLS) was expected to be signed 

on the sidelines of the Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) in Vladivostok, but was 

held back. 

• A 50-member industry delegation is accompanying Defense Minister to Russia to 

explore ways to jointly manufacture spares and components with Russian original 

equipment manufacturers (OEM) under ‗Make in India‘. 

• EEF was established by a decree of the President of the Russian Federation, 

Vladimir Putin, in 2015, with the aim of supporting the economic development of 

Russia's Far East, and to expand international cooperation in the Asia-Pacific 

region 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Security issues associated with VIPs 

 

News 

• The Union government is expected to take away the security cover by Special 

Protection Group (SPG) being provided at present to Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi 

and Priyanka Gandhi. 

• They will, however, continue to get a Z + security cover, where they will be 

provided commandos related to the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF). 

How are security levels decided? 

• The Union Home Ministry takes this call after evaluating the inputs from all the 

intelligence agencies such as the Intelligence Bureau (IB) and the Research and 

Analysis Wing (RAW). 

• However, since none of the intelligence agencies is accountable to any external 

statutory body, barring internal oversight by ministries of Home and Foreign 

Affairs, the issue of security cover is open to manipulation. 



 
 
 
 

 

What are the various levels of protection? 

• There are largely six types of security covers: X, Y, Y plus, Z, Z plus and SPG. 

• While SPG is meant only for the PM and his immediate family, other categories can 

be provided to anyone about whom the center or state governments have inputs 

about facing a threat. 

• X category: This on an average entails just one gunman protecting the individual; 

• Y category: It has one gunman for mobile security and one (plus four on rotation) 

for static security; Y plus has two policemen on rotation for security and one (plus 

four on rotation) for residence security; 

• Z category: It has six gunmen for mobile security and two (plus eight) for residence 

security; Z plus has 10 security personnel for mobile security and two (plus eight) 

for residence security. 

• There are various kinds of covers within these levels as well. 

Who are the SPG? Whom do they protect? 

• The SPG is an elite force, specifically raised for the protection of the country‘s PM, 

former PMs and their immediate family. 

• The force is currently 3,000 strong. If the Gandhis lose the SPG cover, PM Modi 

will be the only one under the SPG‘s protection. 

• The SPG is highly trained in physical efficiency, marksmanship, combat and 

proximate protection strategies and is assisted by all central and state agencies to 

ensure foolproof security. 

• SPG Special Agents assigned to the PM security detail wear black, Western-style 

formal business suits, with sunglasses, and carry a two-way encrypted 

communication earpiece, and concealed handguns. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The SPG also has special operations commandos who carry ultra-modern assault 

rifles and wear dark-visor sunglasses with inbuilt communication earpieces, 

bulletproof vests, gloves and elbow / knee pads. 

When was SPG raised? What is its history? 

• The SPG was started in 1985 in the wake of the killing of PM Indira Gandhi in 

1984. 

• When V P Singh came to power in 1989, his government withdrew SPG protection 

given to his predecessor Rajiv Gandhi. 

• But after Rajiv's assassination in 1991, the SPG Act was amended to offer 

protection to all former PMs and their families for at least 10 years. 

• In 2003, the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government again amended the SPG Act to bring 

the period of automatic protection down from 10 years to ―a period of one year. 

• It is from the date on which the former PM ceased to hold office ‖and beyond one 

year based on the level of threat as decided by the government. 

• During the Vajpayee regime, the SPG cover of former PMs such as H D Deve 

Gowda, I K Gujaral and P V Narasimha Rao were withdrawn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Ex. Tiger triumph 

 

News 

• The first-ever tri-services India-U.S.A. amphibious exercise titled ‗Tiger Triumph‘ 

is scheduled to be conducted in this week. 

Ex. Tiger triumph 

• The exercise will be conducted off Visakhapatnam and Kakinada coasts. 

• This exercise will include events and field training that simulate moving 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief force from ship to shore. 

• It is aimed at building the capacity of both the Indian and U.S. participants and 

improving their ability to operate together. 

• Around 1,200 Indian soldiers, sailors, and airmen, and 500 U.S. Marines, sailors 

and airmen will participate in the nine-day exercise which envisages the U.S. and 

Indian forces improving professional relationships. 

• The exercise focuses on counter-terrorism operations. 



 
 
 
 

 

Exercise Za'ir -Al-BaHR 

 

News 

Indian Navy has arrived at Doha for the inaugural edition of the Bilateral Maritime 

Exercise Za'ir-Al-Bahr (Roar of the Sea). 

 Exercise Za'ir-Al-Bahr 

• The exercise is being conducted from 17 to 21 Nov 19 between the Indian Navy and 

Qatari Emiri Naval Forces. 

• Za'ir-Al-Bahr 2019 would strengthen cooperation and enhance interoperability 

between the two navies. 

• The Exercise will include a three-day Harbor Phase and Two Days Sea Phase. 

• The activities during the harbor phase will include a seminar, professional 

interaction, official visits, sports fixtures along with social and cultural events. 

• The Sea Phase will include a Tactical Maritime Exercise involving the domains of 

Surface Action, Air Defense, Maritime Surveillance and Interdiction Operation and 

anti-terrorism. 



 
 
 
 

 

DATA SECURITY 

Context: 

• WhatsApp sued the Israel-based NSO Group for the use of its 'Pegasus' spyware on 

thousands of WhatsApp users in the lead-up to the general elections .. 

• accusing it of using their messaging platform to despatch Pegasus for surveillance 

to approximately 1,400 mobile phones and devices worldwide. 

• The NSO claims that it only sells the software to governments but the Indian 

government has denied purchasing it and has asked WhatsApp to explain the 

security breach. 

• Phones of several dozen Indian journalists, lawyers and human rights activists had 

been compromised using an invasive Israeli-developed malware called Pegasus. 

• 121 individuals were targeted in India alone. 

Pegasus 

• Pegasus is a spyware developed by the Israeli cyberarms firm, NSO Group 

• It can be installed on devices running certain versions of iOS, Apple‘s mobile 

operating system, 

• Pegasus is capable of reading text messages, tracking calls, collecting passwords, 

tracing the location of the phone, accessing the target device's microphone (s) and 

video camera (s) 

• Apple released version of its iOS software to fix the vulnerabilities. 

• News of the spyware got significant media attention. 

• It was called the "most sophisticated" smartphone attack ever. 

Surveillance laws in India 

• Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, deals with interception of calls, 



 
 
 
 

 

• Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000, deals with interception of data. 

• Under both laws, only the government, under certain circumstances, is allowed to 

conduct surveillance, and not private actors. 

• Hacking is prohibited under the IT Act 

• IT Act cover the civil and criminal offences of data theft and hacking respectively. 

• Punishment for dishonestly receiving stolen computer resource or communication, 

includes imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years. 

Judgments: 

• In 1996, the Supreme Court noted that there was a lack of procedural safeguards in 

the Indian Telegraph Act. It laid down some guidelines that were later codified into 

rules in 2007. This included a specific rule that orders on interceptions of 

communication should only be issued by the Secretary in the Ministry of Home 

Affairs. 

• Under the IT Act only the competent authority can issue an order for the 

interception, monitoring or decryption of any information generated, transmitted, 

received or stored in any computer resource (mobile phones would count). 

• In 2018, the Central Government created a furore when it authorized 10 Central 

agencies to conduct surveillance, this action of the Union Government has been 

challenged in the Supreme Court. 

Privacy: 

• The Supreme Court in a landmark decision in 2017 unanimously upheld right to 

privacy as a fundamental right under Articles 14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution. 

• Data Protection Committee under retired Justice B.N. Srikrishna held public 

hearings across India and submitted a draft data protection lawdraft law does not 

deal adequately with surveillance reform. 

US as Example: 



 
 
 
 

 

• Electronic surveillance is considered a search under the Fourth Amendment which 

protects individuals from unreasonable search and seizure. Thus the government 

has to obtain a warrant from a court in each case and crucially, establish probable 

cause to believe a search is justified. 

• After the 9/11 attacks in 2001, the USA PATRIOT (Uniting and Strengthening 

America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct 

Terrorism) Act was passed. 

• Under certain provisions in this Act, the U.S. government used phone companies to 

collect information on millions of citizens and these were part of revelations made 

by the whistleblower Edward Snowden in 2013 

Report: 

• In 2019, the U.K.-based security survey of 47 countries found that only five 

countries had ―adequate safeguards‖ and most are actively conducting surveillance 

on citizens and sharing information about them. China and Russia featured as the 

top two worst offenders on the list. 

• India in 3rd position because its data protection bill is yet to take effect and there is 

a data protection authority in place. 

 CHIEF OF DEFENSE STAFF 

Context: 

• Consequent to Prime Minister Narendra Modi's announcement from the Red Fort, 

the proposed structure for the Chief of Defense Staff (CDS) has been deliberated 

upon. 

• We should soon be seeing the first CDS take charge. 

• The proposed charter of the CDS, his powers and status, etc., has been debated 

intensely. 

Background: 



 
 
 
 

 

• Chief of the Defense Staff (CDS) is a proposed position for the combined chief of 

the Indian Army, Air Force and Navy. 

• The idea of creation of such a post goes back to as early Lord Mountbatten. General 

K. V. Krishna Rao advanced creation of the post of Chief of Defense Staff in June 

1982 

• Suggested in 1999 following the Kargil War through from Kargil Review 

Committee. 

• The official call was made public by Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his 

Independence Day speech on 15 August 2019 at Red Fort, New Delhi. 

Need for CDS: 

• It is necessary to have a professional body of the highest standing to facilitate 

'jointmanship' and render single-point military advice to the government on matters 

of national security 

Importance: 

• Chief of Defense Staff is a critical position in increasing era of hybrid warfare, and 

will help increase jointmanship, tri-service effectiveness and overall combat 

capabilities of India. 

• It is speculated that whereas the Defense Secretary will be the main ―defense‖ 

advisor, the CDS will assume the role of being the main ―military‖ advisory, acting 

as the single-point military adviser to the government and Prime Minister. 

• Reconcile possible differences in service-specific opinions to enable the 

government to arrive at considered military decisions. 

• India is the only large democracy which does not have a single point military 

advisor (all P5 countries having one) 

• Fostering inter-services jointness in terms of budgeting, equipment purchases, 

training, joint doctrines and planning of military operations-an imperative of 

modern warfare 



 
 
 
 

 

Concerns: 

• The Chief of Defense Staff should not become another interposed level between the 

Raksha Mantri and the service chiefs, whose access to the minister should remain 

as prevalent. 

• There were also fears that such a post would be too powerful. 

Conclusion: 

• The CDS cannot be a panacea for all problems faced by the defense establishment. 

However, an effective implementation of the blueprint of the plan by the panel will 

help the Indian defense system to undergo much needed and long-awaited reform. 

Context: A UN committee has passed a Russian-led resolution on a global 

cybercrime treaty, despite reservations that it could be used to justify shutting 

down civil society in repressive countries. 

The resolution was sponsored by China, North Korea, Cuba, Nicaragua, Venezuela 

and Syria, among others, and will up an "Open Ended Working Group" to examine 

cybercrime. 

The proposed treaty has been framed to serve as an alternative to the US-led 

Budapest Convention. 

What is Budapest convention? 

The Convention on Cybercrime, also known as the Budapest Convention on 

Cybercrime or the Budapest Convention, is the first international treaty seeking to 

address Internet and computer crime by harmonizing national laws, improving 

investigative techniques, and increasing cooperation among nations. 

It was drawn up by the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, France, with the active 

participation of the Council of Europe's observer states Canada, Japan, South 

Africa and the United States. 

It is open for ratification even to states that are not members of the Council of 

Europe. 



 
 
 
 

 

As of September 2019, 64 states have ratified the convention. 

 What it does? 

• The Budapest Convention provides for the criminalisation of conduct, ranging from 

illegal access, data and systems interference to computer-related fraud and child 

pornography, procedural law tools to make investigation of cybercrime and 

securing of e-evidence in relation to any crime more effective , and international 

police and judicial cooperation on cybercrime and e-evidence. 

India’s concerns over signing of this agreement: 

• India did not participate in the negotiation of the Convention and thus is worried 

about it. 

• The Convention - through its Article 32b - allows for transborder access to data and 

thus infringes on national sovereignty. 

• The regime of the Convention is not effective, ―the promise of cooperation not firm 

enough,‖ or that there are grounds for refusal to cooperate. 

Why India should join? 

• The challenges are currently being addressed by the parties to the Convention 

through the Cybercrime Convention Committee are highly relevant also for India; 

• The Convention offers a legal basis and practical framework for police-to-police 

and judicial cooperation on cybercrime and e-evidence with an increasing number 

of other parties. This framework is constantly under review to make it more 

effective; 

• As the Convention evolves, India would be able to contribute to shaping future 

solutions if it were a party; 

• India would become a priority country for capacity-building. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 BUDAPEST CONVENTION ON CYBER SECURITY 

Context: A UN committee has passed a Russian-led resolution on a global 

cybercrime treaty, despite reservations that it could be used to justify shutting 

down civil society in repressive countries. 

The resolution was sponsored by China, North Korea, Cuba, Nicaragua, Venezuela 

and Syria, among others, and will up an "Open Ended Working Group" to examine 

cybercrime. 

The proposed treaty has been framed to serve as an alternative to the US-led 

Budapest Convention. 

 What is Budapest convention? 

The Convention on Cybercrime, also known as the Budapest Convention on 

Cybercrime or the Budapest Convention, is the first international treaty seeking to 

address Internet and computer crime by harmonizing national laws, improving 

investigative techniques, and increasing cooperation among nations. 

It was drawn up by the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, France, with the active 

participation of the Council of Europe's observer states Canada, Japan, South 

Africa and the United States. 

It is open for ratification even to states that are not members of the Council of 

Europe. 

As of September 2019, 64 states have ratified the convention. 

 What it does? 

• The Budapest Convention provides for the criminalisation of conduct, ranging from 

illegal access, data and systems interference to computer-related fraud and child 

pornography, procedural law tools to make investigation of cybercrime and 



 
 
 
 

 

securing of e-evidence in relation to any crime more effective , and international 

police and judicial cooperation on cybercrime and e-evidence. 

 India’s concerns over signing of this agreement: 

• India did not participate in the negotiation of the Convention and thus is worried 

about it. 

• The Convention - through its Article 32b - allows for transborder access to data and 

thus infringes on national sovereignty. 

• The regime of the Convention is not effective, ―the promise of cooperation not firm 

enough,‖ or that there are grounds for refusal to cooperate. 

 Why India should join? 

• The challenges are currently being addressed by the parties to the Convention 

through the Cybercrime Convention Committee are highly relevant also for India; 

• The Convention offers a legal basis and practical framework for police-to-police 

and judicial cooperation on cybercrime and e-evidence with an increasing number 

of other parties. This framework is constantly under review to make it more 

effective; 

• As the Convention evolves, India would be able to contribute to shaping future 

solutions if it were a party; 

• India would become a priority country for capacity-building. 

  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Bodoland 

News 

• The central government extended the ban on the Assam-based insurgent group 

National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) under the Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act, 1967 by five more years for its involvement in violent activities 

and for joining hands with anti-India forces. 

• Bodos are the single largest tribal community in Assam, making up over 5-6 per 

cent of the state‘s population. They have controlled large parts of Assam in the 

past. 

• The Bodos have had a long history of separatist demands, marked by armed struggle 

• In 1987, the All Bodo Students Union (ABSU) renewed the demand. "Divide 

Assam fifty-fifty", was a call given by the ABSU 

• The unrest was a fallout of the Assam Movement (1979–85), whose culmination - 

the Assam Accord - addressed the demands of protection and safeguards for the 

―Assamese people‖, leading the Bodos to launch a movement to protect their own 

identity 

• The Bodo Accord was signed in 2003 which resulted in the establishment of a 

Bodoland Territorial Council under Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India. 

Who are Bodos? 

Bodos are the single largest tribal community in Assam, making up over 5-6 per cent 

of the state's population. They have controlled large parts of Assam in the past. 

The four districts in Assam - Kokrajhar, Baksa, Udalguri and Chirang - that constitute 

the Bodo Territorial Area District (BTAD), are home to several ethnic groups. 

  

 



 
 
 
 

 

The Bodoland dispute: 

In 1966–67, the demand for a separate state called Bodoland was raised under the 

banner of the Plains Tribals Council of Assam (PTCA), a political outfit. 

In 1987, the All Bodo Students Union (ABSU) renewed the demand. "Divide Assam 

fifty-fifty", was a call given by the ABSU's then leader, Upendra Nath Brahma. 

The unrest was a fallout of the Assam Movement (1979–85), whose culmination - the 

Assam Accord - addressed the demands of protection and safeguards for the 

―Assamese people‖, leading the Bodos to launch a movement to protect their own 

identity. 

 Why the demand for separate Bodoland? 

• For centuries, they survived sanskritisation without giving up their original ethnic 

identity. However in the 20th century, they had to tackle a series of issues such as 

illegal immigration, encroachment of their lands, forced assimilation, loss of 

language and culture. The 20th century also witnessed the emergence of Bodos as 

a leading tribe in Assam which pioneered the movements for safeguarding the 

rights of the tribal communities in the area. 

• From then on, they have been consistently deprived of the political and socio-

economic rights by successive state and central governments. The Bodos have not 

only become an ethnic minority in their own ancestral land but have also been 

struggling for their existence and status as an ethnic community. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

EXERCISE MILAN 2020 

 

News 

Naval Exercise MILAN 2020 is scheduled to be held at Vishakhapatnam in March 2020 

in which 41 countries have been invited. 

About the Exercise 

 The Government pursues cooperation initiatives with friendly foreign countries 

including in Indian Ocean Region through structured interactions like Staff Talks, 

Empowered Steering Group etc. 
 The areas of cooperation include Capacity Building, Marine Domain Awareness, 

Training, Hydrography, Technical Assistance, Operational Exercise etc. 
 41 countries including Oman, Qatar, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Bangladesh, 

South Korea, the US, the UK, Australia, Vietnam, Myanmar, Iran, Sri Lanka, 

Thailand among others are going to participate. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

EXERCISE HIM VIJAY 

 

News 

Indian Army undergoing its biggest transformation has started its biggest mountain assault exercise. 

Exercise Him Vijay 

 The Indian Army Conducts routine military exercises every year. 

 It was one such endeavour.  It was conducted to validate operational capabilities of our combat 

formations. 

 The exercise is to test mobility, communication and coordination of such huge body of fast-

moving troops in difficult terrain. 

 Indian Army is metamorphosing itself to incorporate changes for modern and quick and short 

war, added the Army officer. 

 During the last three years and the current year, about 72 joint exercises were conducted by 

Army, 39 by Navy, 21 by Air Force and 2 Tri-Service Exercises were conducted. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

GUJRAT TERROR LAW 

News 

 The Gujarat Control of Terrorism and Organised Crime (GCTOC) Act which received 

President‘s this month comes into effect on December 1. 

 An edge over MCOCA 
 The anti-terrorism law, which three Presidents had returned to the state, draws heavily from 

The Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act (MCOCA), 1999, with two significant 

differences t. 

 The checks on interception of communication that are part of the Maharashtra law are missing 

in the Gujarat law; and the definition of ―terrorist act‖ in the GCTOCA also covers ―intention 

to disturb public order‖. 

 These differences make the Gujarat law tougher and broader in scope than MCOCA. 

 Interception in MCOCA 
 Five MCOCA sections (13, 14, 15, 16, and 27) deal with the interception of communication. 

 The law states that the interception, if approved by the competent authority, cannot be for more 

than 60 days and that an extension would require permission. 

 The application for extension must include a statement of the results of the interception thus 

far, or a reasonable explanation for the failure to obtain results. 

 Extension, if granted, cannot be for more than 60 days. 

 The law provides for a panel to review the orders of the competent authority, and stipulates a 

prison term of up to a year for unauthorized interception or violation of the rules of 

interception. 

 The analysis of the utility of the interceptions must be submitted to the Maharashtra Assembly 

within three months of the end of the calendar year. 

 Who can intercept the calls? 
 A police officer of the rank of SP or above is required to supervise the investigation and to 

submit the application seeking authorisation for the interception of electronic or oral 

communication. 

 The law specifies various details that the application must mention. 

 Interception is allowed only if the investigating agency states that other modes of intelligence 

gathering have been tried, and have failed. 

 The competent authority shall be an officer of the state Home department, not below the rank 

of Secretary to the government. 

 In urgent cases, an officer of the rank of Additional DGP or above can authorise interception, 

but an application must be made to the competent authority within 48 hours of the ADGP‘s 

order. 

 How is GCTOCA more powerful? 
 The Gujarat law deals only with the admissibility of evidence collected through interception, 

and do not mention the procedure for intercepting communication. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Its section 14 mirrors a corresponding section of MCOCA, and adds: ―Notwithstanding 

anything contained in CrPC, 1973 or in any other law for the time being in force, the evidence 

collected shall be admissible as evidence against accused in the court during trial of case.‖ 

 ―Any other law‖ is not defined. 

 GCTOCA also has no provision similar to the annual report mandated in the MCOCA. 

 Definition of ‘terrorist act’ 
 The Gujarat law‘s definition of a ―terrorist act‖ is similar to the one in the repealed Prevention 

of Terrorism Act (POTA), 2002, but includes ―an act committed with the intention to disturb 

public order‖. 

 A prosecutor in Gujarat said that the widening of the definition ―allows, say, the Patidar 

agitation to be described as an act of terrorism, allowing stricter punishment‖. 

 This prosecutor underlined that The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 1967, 

India‘s main central anti-terror law, ―does not allow an agitation of such form or scale (to be 

called) ‗terrorism‘, and is instead covered under IPC sections, (and) the law of sedition, 

(which) is not effective enough for stringent punishment‖. 

 The Gujarat law defines a terrorist act as ―an act committed with the intention to disturb public 

order or threaten the unity, integrity and security of the State or to strike terror in the minds of 

the people or any section of the people‖ 

 Argument for Gujarat law 
 The government could, while framing the Rules, introduce the checks and balances that are 

absent in the Gujarat terror law. 

 In case this is not done, there is also the provision where the court can ask the state government 

to frame Rules to this effect. 

 The constitutional validity of the law can be challenged on a ―case-specific‖ basis. 

 With respect to GCTOC, there is a competing interest of law and order versus privacy. 

However, only time will tell how communication interception is used, and is interpreted.‖ 

 The definition of ―terrorist act‖ was ―very wide‖ — however, there were mechanisms built into 

the law to limit it. 

 The first check is the registration of FIR that can be done by an officer of rank SP or above. 

Ordinarily, if the power to register FIR is given to a sub-inspector- or inspector-level officer, it 

can be misused. 

 Secondly, assuming that the FIR is registered with a political motive, there is the provision that 

after submission of chargesheet, sanction from the state government is required before the court 

takes cognizance. 

 While the GCTOC Act does grant power to the executive with respect to the investigation 

process, there were similar provisions under previous laws TADA and POTA, both now 

repealed. 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

EXERCISE SURYA KIRAN 

 

News 

• Joint military exercise 'SURYA KIRAN - XIV' between India and Nepal will be 

conducted in Nepal from 03 to 16 December 2019. 

• It is an annual event which is conducted alternatively in Nepal and India. 

• The aim of this exercise is to conduct a Battalion level combined training between 

Indian Army and Nepal Army to increase interoperability in jungle warfare and counter 

terrorist operations in mountainous terrain, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief 

etc. 

ROLE OF CDS FINALISED  

 

News 



 
 
 
 

 

• An implementation committee constituted to finalize the responsibilities of the post 

of Chief of the Defense Staff (yet to be created) has submitted its report 

• The government said the post would come within the ambit of the RTI Act 

• In his 2019 Independence Day address, Prime Minister Modi announced the 

creation of the post of Chief of Defense Staff to provide "effective leadership at the 

top level" to the three wings of the armed forces, and to help improve coordination 

among them 

• The CDS will act as the single-point military adviser to the government on military 

and strategic issues and oversee procurement, training and logistics 

• CDS offers seamless tri-service views and single-point advice to the Executive on 

long-term defense planning and management, including manpower, equipment and 

strategy, and above all, "jointsmanship" in operations. 

Existing scenario in India: 

• India has had a feeble equivalent known as the Chairman, Chiefs of Staff 

Committee (CoSC); but this is a toothless office, given the manner in which it is 

structured. 

• The senior-most among the three Service Chiefs is appointed to head the CoSC, an 

office that lapses with the incumbent's retirement. 

Q) Consider the following statements about Chief of Defense Staff (CDS) 

1. It was created in 2000 post 1999-Kargil conflict. 

2. The postwill act as the single-point military adviser to the government on military 

and strategic issues and oversee procurement, training and logistics. 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 



 
 
 
 

 

EXERCISE HAND IN HAND 

 

The 8th India-China joint training exercise ‗HAND-IN-HAND 2019‘ with the theme counter terrorism 

under UN mandate is scheduled to be conducted in Meghalaya next week. 

Exercise Hand-in-Hand-2019 

 Exercise Hand-in-Hand is conducted annually as part of military diplomacy and interaction 

between armies of India and China. 

 The exercise involves tactical level operations in an International Counter Insurgency/Counter 

Terrorist environment under UN mandate. 

 The aim of the exercise is to practice joint planning and conduct of counter terrorist operations 

in semi urban terrain. 

 Two tactical exercises are scheduled during the training; one on counter terrorism scenario and 

the other on Humanitarian and Disaster Relief (HADR) operations. 

DRDO TO DEVELOP NAVAL FIGHTER JETS 

  News 

• DRDO has offered to develop a new twin-engine deck-based fighter aircraft for the 

Navy based on the experience of the naval light combat aircraft (LCA) 

• The new aircraft should be ready by 2026, after meeting the qualitative 

requirements. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The naval LCA recently successfully completed the take-off and landing trials on 

the shore-based test facility in Goa 

Do you know 

• The Navy expected to have the first indigenous aircraft carrier (IAC-I) Vikrant 

operational by 2022. 

• The Navy is scheduled to host its largest multilateral exercise, MILAN off the coast 

of Visakhapatnam in March 2020, for which 41 countries have been invited. So 

far, over 15 countries have confirmed their participation. 

• However, China has not been invited as Indian Navy invited "like-minded" 

countries. 

Personal Data Protection Bill 

 

The Personal Data Protection (PDP) Bill, 2019, has been approved by the cabinet and 

is slated to be placed in Parliament this winter session. 

What do we mean by data? 

• Data usually refers to information about messages, social media posts, online 

transactions, and browser searches. 

• The individual whose data is being stored and processed is called the data principal 

in the PDP Bill. 



 
 
 
 

 

• This large collection of information has become an important source of profits, but 

also a potential avenue for invasion of privacy because it can reveal extremely 

personal aspects. 

Companies, governments, and political parties can use it to find the most convincing 

ways to advertise online. 

Who handles data and how? 

• Data is stored in a physical space similar to a file cabinet of documents, and 

• It is transported across country borders in underwater cables that run as deep as 

Mount Everest and as long as four times the Indian Ocean. 

• To be considered useful, data has to be processed, which means analysed by 

computers. 

• Data is collected and handled by entities called data fiduciaries. 

• The fiduciary controls how and why data is processed, 

• The processing itself may be by a third party, the data processor. 

• For example, in the US, Facebook (the data controller) fell into controversy for the 

actions of the data processor - Cambridge Analytica. 

• The physical attributes of data - where data is stored, where it is sent, where it is 

turned into something useful - are called data flows. 

• Data localization arguments are premised on the idea that data flows determine who 

has access to the data, who profits off it, who taxes and who ―owns‖ it. 

• However, many contend that the physical location of the data is not relevant in the 

cyber world. 

How does the PDP bill propose to regulate data transfer? 

• To legislate on the topic, the Bill trifurcates personal data. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The umbrella group is all personal data - data from which an individual can be 

identified. 

• Some types of personal data are considered sensitive personal data (SPD), which the 

bill defines as financial, health, sexual orientation, biometric, genetic, transgender 

status, caste, religious belief, and more. 

• Another subset is critical personal data. The government at any time can deem 

something critical, and has given examples as military or national security data. 

• The approved Bill requires individual consent for data transfer abroad. 

• The Bill also requires sensitive personal data to be stored only in India. 

• It can be processed abroad only under certain conditions including approval of a 

Data Protection Agency (DPA). 

• The final category of critical personal data must be stored and processed in India. 

• The Bill mandates fiduciaries to give the government any non-personal data when 

demanded. Non-personal data refers to anonymised data, such as traffic patterns or 

demographic data. 

• The Bill requires social media companies, to develop their own user verification 

mechanism. 

• While the process can be voluntary for users and can be completely designed by the 

company, it may decrease the anonymity of users and ―prevent trolling‖. 

• The bill includes exemptions for processing data without an individual's consent for 

"reasonable purposes", including security of the state, detection of any unlawful 

activity or fraud, whistleblowing, etc. 

• The bill calls for the creation of an independent regulator DPA, which will oversee 

assessments and audits and definition making. 

• Each company will have a Data Protection Officer (DPO) who will liaison with the 

DPA for auditing, grievance redressal, recording maintenance and more. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It also grants individuals the right to data portability, and the ability to access and 

transfer claimed own data. 

• It legislates on the right to be forgotten. With historical roots in European Union 

law, this right allows an individual to remove consent for data collection and 

disclosure. 

The two sides of the debate: 

For data localization 

• A common argument from government officials has been that data localization will 

help law-enforcement access data for investigations and enforcement. 

• As of now, much of cross-border data transfer is governed by individual bilateral 

―mutual legal assistance treaties‖ - a process that almost all stakeholders agree is 

cumbersome. 

• In addition, proponents highlight security against foreign attacks and surveillance. 

• The government doubled down on this argument after news broke that 121 Indian 

citizens' WhatsApp accounts were hacked by an Israeli software called Pegasus. 

• Many domestic-born technology companies, which store most of their data 

specifically in India, support localization. Eg: Paytm and Reliance Jio. 

• Many economy stakeholders say localization will also increase the ability of the 

Indian government to tax Internet giants. 

Against the Bill 

• Civil society groups have criticized the open-ended exceptions given to the 

government in the bill, allowing for surveillance. 

• Moreover, some lawyers contend that security and government access are not 

achieved by localization. 

• Even if the data is stored in the country, the encryption keys may still be out of 

reach of national agencies. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Technology giants like Facebook and Google and their industry bodies, especially 

those with significant ties to the US, have slung heavy backlash. 

• Many are concerned with a fractured Internet (or a "splinternet"), where the domino 

effect of protectionist policy will lead to other countries following suit. 

• Much of this sentiment harkens to the values of a globalized, competitive internet 

marketplace, where costs and speeds determine information flows rather than 

nationalistic borders. 

• Opponents say protectionism may backfire on India's own young startups that are 

increasing global growth, or on larger firms that process foreign data in India, such 

as Tata Consulting Services and Wipro. 

Conclusion: 

• Without an enabling law, the exemptions provided in the bill will fall short of 

securing accountability from the state for activities such as dragnet monitoring. 

The gray areas must spark public and parliamentary debate before a final 

legislation comes to fruition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION BILL 2019 

 

 India‘s first attempt to domestically legislate on the topic, the Personal Data Protection (PDP) Bill, 2019 

has been approved by the Cabinet and is slated to be placed in Parliament this winter session. 

 The Bill has three key aspects that were not previously included in a draft version, prepared by a 

committee headed by retired Justice B N Srikrishna. 

What is Data? 

 Data is any collection of information that is stored in a way so computers can easily read them (think 

011010101010 i.e. binary formats). 

 Data usually refers to information about your messages, social media posts, online transactions, and 

browser searches. 

Data Principal 

 The individual whose data is being stored and processed is called the data principal in the PDP Bill. 

Why this data matters? 

 This large collection of information user‘s online habits has become an important source of profits, but 

also a potential avenue for invasion of privacy because it can reveal extremely personal aspects. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Companies, governments, and political parties find it valuable because they can use it to find the most 

convincing ways to advertise to you online. 

 It is now clear that much of the future‘s economy and law enforcement will be predicated on the 

regulation of data, introducing issues of national sovereignty. 

Who handles my data, and how? 

 Data is stored in a physical space similar to a file cabinet of documents, and transported across country 

borders in underwater cables that run as deep as Mount Everest and as long as four times the Indian 

Ocean. 

 To be considered useful, data has to be processed, which means analysed by computers. 

 Data is collected and handled by entities called data fiduciaries. 

 While the fiduciary controls how and why data is processed, the processing itself may be by a third 

party, the data processor. 

 This distinction is important to delineate responsibility as data moves from entity to entity. 

 For example, in the US, Facebook (the data controller) fell into controversy for the actions of the data 

processor — Cambridge Analytica. 

Storage of data 

 The physical attributes of data — where data is stored, where it is sent, where it is turned into something 

useful — are called data flows. 

 Data localisation arguments are premised on the idea that data flows determine who has access to the 

data, who profits off it, who taxes and who ―owns‖ it. 

 However, many contend that the physical location of the data is not relevant in the cyber world. 

How does the PDP Bill propose to regulate data transfer? 

 To legislate on the topic the bill trifurcates personal data. 

 The umbrella group is all personal data — data from which an individual can be identified. 

 Some types of personal data are considered sensitive personal data (SPD), which the Bill defines as 

financial, health, sexual orientation, biometric, genetic, transgender status, caste, religious belief, and 

more. Another subset is critical personal data. 

 The government at any time can deem something critical, and has given examples as military or 

national security data. 

Changes accorded in Justice B N Srikrishna Committee recommendations 

Storage 

 The draft had said all fiduciaries must store a copy of all personal data in India — a provision that was 

criticised by foreign technology companies that store most of Indians‘ data abroad and even some 

domestic startups that were worried about a foreign backlash. 

 The approved Bill removes this stipulation, only requiring individual consent for data transfer abroad. 

Similar to the draft, however, the Bill still requires sensitive personal data to be stored only in India. 



 
 
 
 

 

 It can be processed abroad only under certain conditions including approval of a Data Protection 

Agency (DPA). The final category of critical personal data must be stored and processed in India. 

Non-personal data 

 The Bill mandates fiduciaries to give the government any non-personal data when demanded. 

 Non-personal data refers to anonymised data, such as traffic patterns or demographic data. 

 The previous draft did not apply to this type of data, which many companies use to fund their business 

model. 

Data fiduciaries 

 The Bill also requires social media companies, which are deemed significant data fiduciaries based on 

factors such as volume and sensitivity of data as well as their turnover, to develop their own user 

verification mechanism. 

 While the process can be voluntary for users and can be completely designed by the company, it will 

decrease the anonymity of users and ―prevent trolling‖. 

Other key features 

 The Bill includes exemptions for processing data without an individual‘s consent for ―reasonable 

purposes‖. 

 These include security of the state, detection of any unlawful activity or fraud, whistle blowing, medical 

emergencies, credit scoring, operation of search engines and processing of publicly available data. 

 The Bill calls for the creation of an independent regulator DPA, which will oversee assessments and 

audits and definition making. 

 Each company will have a Data Protection Officer (DPO) who will liaison with the DPA for auditing, 

grievance redressal, recording maintenance and more. 

 The committee‘s draft had required the DPO to be based in India. 

Other keywords 

 The committee‘s draft had several other significant keywords that are expected to be in the Bill. 

 Purpose limitation‖ and ―collection limitation‖ limit the collection of data to what is needed for ―clear, 

specific, and lawful‖ purposes or for reasons that the data principal would ―reasonably expect‖. 

 It also grants individuals the right to data portability, and the ability to access and transfer one‘s own 

data. Finally, it legislates on the right to be forgotten. 

Debates around the Bill 

 With historical roots in European Union law, this right allows an individual to remove consent for data 

collection and disclosure. 

 After the Cabinet approval of the bill, an official source said this concept is still ―evolving‖ and has not 

been ―concretized‖ yet. 

 Government sources said they were open to the ―widest debate on this Bill‖. 



 
 
 
 

 

Two sides of the debate 

A. For data localisation 

 A common argument from government officials has been that data localisation will help law-

enforcement access data for investigations and enforcement. 

 As of now, much of cross-border data transfer is governed by individual bilateral ―mutual legal 

assistance treaties‖ — a process that almost all stakeholders agree is cumbersome. 

 In addition, proponents highlight security against foreign attacks and surveillance, harkening notions of 

data sovereignty. 

 The government doubled down on this argument after news broke that 121 Indian citizens‘ WhatsApp 

accounts were hacked by an Israeli software called Pegasus. 

 Even before that, the argument was used prominently against WhatsApp when a spate of lynchings 

across the country linked to rumours that spread on the platform in the summer of 2018. 

Why localize data? 

 Many domestic-born technology companies, which store most of their data exclusively in India, support 

localisation. 

 They have strongly argued that data regulation for privacy and security will have little teeth without 

localisation, calling upon models in China and Russia. 

 Many economy stakeholders say localisation will also increase the ability of the Indian government to 

tax Internet giants. 

B. Against the Bill 

 Civil society groups have criticised the open-ended exceptions given to the government in the Bill, 

allowing for surveillance. 

 Moreover, some lawyers contend that security and government access are not achieved by localisation. 

 Even if the data is stored in the country, the encryption keys may still be out of reach of national 

agencies. 

 Technology giants like Facebook and Google and their industry bodies, especially those with significant 

ties to the US, have slung heavy backlash. 

 Much of this sentiment harkens to the values of a globalised, competitive internet marketplace, where 

costs and speeds determine information flows rather than nationalistic borders. 

 Opponents say protectionism may backfire on India‘s own young startups that are attempting global 

growth, or on larger firms that process foreign data in India, such as TCS and Wipro. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

BLUE WATER FORCE 

  
 On the Navy Day, Raksha Mantri has greeted all naval personnel and called itself a formidable 

blue water force. 

 Blue Water Navy 

• A Blue Water Navy is one that has the capacity to project itself over a much bigger 

maritime area than its maritime borders. 

• Simply put, it is a Navy that can go into the vast, deep oceans of the world. 

• However, while most navies have the capacity to send ships into the deep oceans, a 

Blue Water Force is able to carry out operations far from its borders, without being 

required to return to its home port to refuel or re-stock. 

• While it is evident that Blue Water navies belong to the most powerful nations, 

there is no one internationally agreed upon definition. 

• Owning one or more aircraft carriers is sometimes seen as a marker. 

Color classification in Navy 

• Navies are classified in terms of colors. 

• A navy whose operations are restricted close to the shore, where the water is 

muddy, is called a Brown Water Force. 

• A navy that can go farther out is called a Green Water Force. And then there is a 

Blue Water Force. 



 
 
 
 

 

Defining blue water navy 

• According to the Indian Maritime Doctrine, 2015 the ability to undertake distant 

operations distinguish a blue-water navy from a brown-water force. 

• It requires strong integral capacity, including logistics, surveillance, networked 

operations, etc., and enabling capability, including equipment design, training, 

doctrine and organization. 

• It states distant operations rely upon the attributes of access, mobility, sustenance 

and reach in order to show presence, project power and / or accomplish other 

national objectives in the area of interest. 

• As the Indian Navy has the capacity to carry distant operations "at or from the sea, 

up to considerable distance from national shore bases", it qualifies as a Blue Water 

Force. 

Q) Consider the following statements about Blue Water Force 

1. Indian Navy is not considered asBlue Water Force as it is unable to carry out 

operations far from its borders because it needs to come back to Indian ports for 

refueling or re-stocking 

2. Owning one or more aircraft carriers is sometimes seen as a marker of blue water 

force. 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

NAVARMS-19 

 

The fourth edition of International Seminar cum Exhibition on Naval Weapon 

Systems ‗NAVARMS-19‘ with the theme Make in India is set to be held. 

NAVARMS 

• NAVARMS is the only international seminar and exhibition on Naval Weapon 

Systems conducted in the country to invite all the stakeholders in life cycle 

management of Naval Weapons and provide a common platform to share their 

views and concerns. 

• The event provides opportunity for exchange of ideas, create awareness and identify 

emerging prospects for Indian / International defense industry in domain of Naval 

Weapon Systems. 

Significance 

• India‘s quintessential maritime character and vital geo-strategic location are twin 

factors that have defined her development as a nation and development as a 

civilization. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The Indian Navy today remains the principal manifestation of India‘s maritime 

power and plays a central role in safeguarding and prompting her security and 

national interests in the maritime domain. 

• The Navy's roles and responsibilities have also expanded significantly over the 

years in response to changing geo-economic and geo-strategic circumstances. 

• These roles necessitate a wide inventory of weapon systems that cater for India‘s 

security-cum-threat calculus. 

STRANDHOGG 

 

 News 

• The Union Home Ministry has sent an alert to all states warning them about the 

vulnerability of the Android operating system to a bug called 'StrandHogg.' 

• StrandHogg allows real-time malware applications to pose as genuine applications 

and access user data of all kind. 

• This malware can then potentially listen to their conversations, access photo album, 

read / send messages, make calls, record conversations and get login credentials to 

various accounts. 

• Pop-ups asking for permission to send notifications, messages etc., are one of the 

main entry points for 'StrandHogg' to launch the attack. 



 
 
 
 

 

About Indian Cybercrime Coordination Center (I4C) scheme 

• The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has rolled out a scheme 'Indian Cyber Crime 

Coordination Center (I4C)' which is a 7-Pronged Scheme to combat cyber crime in 

the country, in a coordinated and effective manner. 

• Components of the I4C Scheme 

 National Cybercrime Threat Analytics Unit (TAU) 

 National Cybercrime Reporting 

 Platform for Joint Cybercrime Investigation Team 

 National Cybercrime Forensic Laboratory (NCFL) Ecosystem 

 National Cybercrime Training Center (NCTC) 

 Cybercrime Ecosystem Management Unit 

 National Cyber Research and Innovation Center 

Q) Indian Cybercrime Coordination Center (I4C) scheme is being implemented 

by which Union Ministry? 

a. Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

b. Ministry of Home Affairs 

c. Ministry of defense 

d. None of the above 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

GIMS 

 

The government is testing a prototype of an Indian equivalent of popular messaging 

platforms, such as WhatsApp and Telegram, for secure internal use. 

Government Instant Messaging System 

• Codenamed GIMS the platform is in the pilot testing stage across some states, 

including Odisha - and is learnt to have been released to the Indian Navy to be 

tried out on trial basis. 

• It is designed and developed by the Kerala unit of National Informatics Center 

(NIC). 

• It is being packaged for employees of central and state government departments and 

organizations for intra and inter-organization communications. 

• Besides one-to-one messaging and group messaging, there are specific provisions in 

GIMS for documents and media sharing in keeping with the hierarchies in the 

government system. 

Why need GIMS? 

• It is being developed as a secure Indian alternative without the security concerns 

attached with apps hosted abroad or those owned by foreign entities. 

• Like WhatsApp, GIMS employs end-to-end encryption for one-to-one messaging. 

• The launch of the new app comes amid the recent controversy over the WhatsApp 

breach through a spyware called Pegasus. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Q) Consider the following statements about GIMS or Government Instant 

Messaging System 

1. It is Indian equivalent of popular messaging platforms, such as WhatsApp and 

Telegram, for secure internal use. 

2. It is being developed by National Informatics Center 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Internet shutdowns in India 

 

Nowadays, India is widely considered to be a world leader in cutting off access to the 

Net. Yet, there are no detailed official data on Internet shutdowns in India. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Shutdowns in India 

 

• The cutting off internet access to control restive populations is an increasing trend 

around the world with India at the lead. 

• Of the 196 shutdowns in 25 countries documented by Access Now in 2018, as many 

as 134 were in India, followed by Pakistan (12). 

Why such shut-downs? 

• Worldwide, Internet shutdowns are commonly used when there is civil unrest, in 

order to block the flow of information about government actions or to end 

communication among activists and prevent the spread of rumors and fake news. 

• Internet serves as medium for the transmission of information through pictures, 

videos and text that have the potential to cause civil unrest and exacerbate the law 

and order situation. 

• Shutdown helps prevent the ―spreading of rumors and misinformation using social 

media platforms which can hinder peace and law and order‖. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

States with most shutdowns 

 

• Jammu and Kashmir: The erstwhile state has seen 180 Internet shutdowns since 

2012, according to SFLC. 

• The most commonly offered reasons for cutting access have been "encounter 

between security forces and militants", "massive search operations", "gunfights", 

and "attack on CRPF men". 

Legal mechanisms allowing shut-downs 

• Home Departments in the states are mostly the authorities that enforce shutdowns, 

drawing powers from the Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services (Public 

Emergency or Public Safety) Rules, 2017. 

• The decisions are reviewed by a state government review committee. The central 

government also has powers under this law, but has not used it. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure has enabled many of the shutdowns 

in the recent past, especially until the time the telecom suspension rules came into 

force in 2017. 

• It gives the District Magistrate, Sub-Divisional Magistrate or any other executive 

magistrate empowered by the state government the power to issue orders to 

―maintain public tranquility‖. 

• Less frequently used is the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, whose section 5 (2) allows 

central and state governments to prevent the transmission of messaging during a 

"public emergency or in the interest of public safety", or "in the interests of the 

sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the state ‖, etc. 

Economic cost to bear 

• Over the past five years, some 16,000 hours of Internet shutdowns cost the economy 

a little over $ 3 billion, according to estimates in a report by the Indian Council for 

Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER). 

Conclusion 

• The Internet is pretty much a basic human right, even if not legally defined as such, 

for most parts of the world - without access to the virtual world, a very large 

number of vital human activities simply stops. 

• Internet shutdowns leave people without access to information and other services 

that could be the difference between life and death. 

• It is in recognition of the Internet as a human right that the United Nations in 2016 

passed a non-binding resolution condemning countries that disrupt Internet access 

to its citizens. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Exercise 'Apharan' 

 

The Indian Navy, in collaboration with Indian Coast Guard conducted a large scale 

Anti Hijacking Exercise off the Port of Kochi. 

Exercise 'Apharan' 

• The exercise code named "Apharan" saw participation of multiple agencies, 

including more than 12 ships and helicopters of the Indian Navy, Indian Coast 

Guard and Cochin Port Trust. 

• This was the first time that such a large scale exercise involving all stake holders 

has been conducted in Kerala. 

• It was aimed at streamlining the response mechanism / preparedness to thwart any 

attempt to hijack a merchant vessel or attempt forced entry of a rogue / 

commandeered merchant vessel into Indian harbor. 

Operation Prahar: Started by Haryana Police to fight Organized Crime 

 News 

• Operation Prahar 'is a Haryana police drive to fight organized crime and growing 

drug menace in the state. 

• Haryana government also announced that a separate ―Haryana Narcotics Bureau‖ 

would be set up in an attempt to curb drug menace in the state. 

Do you know? 



 
 
 
 

 

• India‘s strategic location places it between two largest sources of illicit drugs in 

South Asia- Golden Crescent (Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Iran) on the northwest 

and the infamous Golden Triangle (Myanmar, Thailand, and Laos) on the 

northeast. 

Dolphin’s Nose: Joint Operation to crackdown on Espionage racket 

 News 

• In a joint operation — ‗Dolphin‘s Nose ‘- conducted by the Andhra Pradesh State, 

Naval and Central intelligence agencies, seven naval personnel and hawala 

operator were arrested for alleged espionage and suspected links with Pakistan‘s 

Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) 

• Two of the personnel were from the Eastern Naval Command (ENC) and the rest 

from the Western Naval Command (WNC). 

• The importance of the Eastern Naval Command (HQ at Vishakapatnam, AP) has 

grown with the presence of the Ship Building Center, which builds the Arihant-

class nuclear submarines. 

• The ENC is also coming up withstrategic Naval Alternative Operations Base 

(NAOB) in Visakhapatnam district. 

• The NAOB and the Arihant Project are listed under the "top-secret" strategic 

weapons projects and are directly under the control of the Prime Minister's Office. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Pinaka missile system successfully flight-tested 

 

 News 

• India successfully conducted test firing of the indigenously developed Pinaka 

missile system from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur off the Odisha coast 

About Pinaka 

• It is developed by DRDO 

• Pinaka is a Multi-Barrel Rocket System to supplement the existing artillery gun at 

ranges beyond 30 kilometres to make precision hits. 

• The guided weapon system is equipped with state-of-the-art guidance kit 

comprising of an advanced navigation and control system. 

• The system is mounted on a Tatra truck for mobility. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Q) Consider the following statements about Pinaka Missile system 

1. It is developed by DRDO 

2. It is a Multi-Barrel Rocket System to supplement the existing artillery gun at 

ranges beyond 500 kilometres to make precision hits. 

Select the correct answer from codes given below. 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Tech firms facing antitrust issues 

Context: 

Google and Amazon are under Scrutiny for their influence on consumer privacy, 

labor conditions, public discourse and violation of antitrust law 

Background 

Silicon Valley giants - Facebook, Google, Amazon and Apple - are new age tech 

companies through which their data business model has gained tremendous market 

power and now wield tremendous influence on socio-economic-political aspects of 

people. 

This has led regulators across the world to frame guidelines / policies so as to curb 

their market monopoly power. 

What are the primary sources of tension between these companies and Governments? 

There are two sources of tension relating to these four tech firms that have caused 

alarm across the United States, Europe and elsewhere: 

• First, that they may have engaged in anti-competitive behavior over many years 

thus undercutting smaller potential rivals and holding onto an outsized market 

share; 



 
 
 
 

 

• Second, that as a result of this metastatic growth, they now have a vast influence on 

politics, policy and personal reputations across the spectrum, making cost of data 

privacy breaches by these firms catastrophic. 

Concerns of each platform 

Amazon: It is an online sales platform has disrupted the traditional business of 

retailers and small business. Allegations that Amazon favors its own self-branded 

products over those of third-party sellers through manipulation of search results. 

Apple: Its App Store policies, specifically regarding how Apple ranks search results 

on that platform, is questioned as it has lead exclusion of certain competing apps 

from the Store (Ex. Spotify). Questions have also been raised on how Apple 

determines the share of revenue it takes from in-app purchases 

Facebook: Regulators have focused their attention on Facebook's acquisitive streak in 

capital markets, for example, the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) inquiries 

into whether Facebook defensively purchased certain companies to maintain its 

dominant market position in the social networking ecosystem. 

Google: This company handles more than 90% of online searches across the world. 

In recent years concern has grown over the fact that Google has increasingly been 

sending users to its own sites to answer their queries, including products such as 

Google Flights and Google Maps. Thus there are allegations of abuse of its 

dominance in internet search, advertising and its mobile system, to the detriment of 

rival content producers. The European Union has already fined Google $ 5.1 

billion in 2018. 

What steps has US authorities taken against these tech giants? 

• The House of Representative's Antitrust Subcommittee announced a bipartisan 

investigation into competition and "abusive conduct" in the tech sector. 

• It also made an enormous information demand to all four tech giants, requesting 10 

years' worth of detailed records related to competition, acquisitions, and other 

matters relevant to the investigation. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Attorneys-General across 50 U.S. states and territories announced a joint antitrust 

investigation into Google and Facebook 

What is the Political Scenario in USA with regard to these investigations? 

• U.S. President Donald Trump could hardly be considered a tech ally as he warned in 

August 2018 that tech companies could be in a "very antitrust situation." 

• In March 2019 U.S. Senator and Democrat Elizabeth Warren announced as part of 

her 2020 primary campaign, a plan to break up Amazon, Facebook, and Google. 

What are anti-trust laws? 

• Antitrust laws also referred to as competition laws developed to protect consumers 

from predatory business practices. They ensure that fair competition exists in an 

open-market economy. 

• These laws have evolved along with the market, vigilantly guarding against would-

be monopolies and disruptions to the productive ebb and flow of competition. 

India’s Anti-Trust Regulation Framework 

• The Competition Act, 2002 is India‘s antitrust law. It replaced the Monopolistic and 

Restrictive Trade Practices Act of 1969. 

• The Act prohibits: anti-competitive agreements; abuse of dominant position by 

enterprises; and regulates combinations (Mergers and Acquisition), which causes 

or likely to cause an appreciable adverse effect on competition within India. 

• From the provisions under the Competition Act, 2002, the central government has 

established Competition Commission of India in 2003 which acts as a watchdog of 

free market economy. 

• In 2018, The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has also imposed Rs.136 

crore fine on Google for unfair business practices and for infringing antitrust 

conduct in India. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Way Forward: 

• India should closely follow the proceedings of these cases in USA and learn the 

necessary jurisprudence and regulatory framework to be imbibed within Indian 

anti-trust governance structure 

• Justice B.N.Srikrishna Committee report on data protection should be implemented 

in letter and spirit so as to deal effectively with new age data-centered tech giants. 

• In the light of Supreme Court's verdict on privacy in K.Puttaswamy case, India 

should come out comprehensive guidelines on data usage so as to balance the need 

of digital innovation and individual's right to privacy. 

Sarvatra Kavach: Indigenously developed bullet-proof jacket 

 

News 

• Major Anoop Mishra was felicitated by Army Chief Gen. Bipin Rawat with the 

Army Design Bureau (ADB) excellence award for indigenously developing 

Sarvatra Kavach. 

• Sarvatra Kavach is a bulletproof jacket that can provide protection against various 

ammunition including that of sniper rifles. 

• The suit was named Sarvatra Kawach as it provides protection from neck to ankle 

and upper arms 



 
 
 
 

 

• The project was approved in June 2017 and initially the design and development of 

a Level IIIA soft body armor suit was approved and was subsequently revised to 

include a Level IV hard armor panel inserts. 

• The ADB was set up to liaise with the industry and the academia and develop 

indigenous solutions for the Army 

CHIEF OF DEFENSE STAFF (CDS) 

News 

• CDS will function as the Principal Military Adviser to the Defense Minister and 

also as the Permanent Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC) 

• The CDS will also head the Department of Military Affairs (DMA), to be created in 

the Ministry of Defense, and function as its Secretary. The armed forces will be 

brought under the DMA 

• The CDS will look after the jointness in operations, logistics, transport, training, 

support services, communications, repairs and maintenance etc. of the three 

services, within three years of the first CDS assuming office. 

• CDS will be member of Defense Acquisition Council chaired by RakshaMantri and 

Defense Planning Committee chaired by NSA. 

• CD will also function as the Military Adviser to the Nuclear Command 

Authoritychaired by the Prime Minister. 

• CDS will be a rank of a four-star general, with salary and perquisites equivalent to a 

service chief. 

• CDS will not exercise any military command, including over the three Service 

Chiefs, so as to be able to provide impartial advice to the political leadership. 

• CDS would come in the ambit of 'Right to Information Act', in accordance with the 

provisions of the RTI Act, 2005. 



 
 
 
 

 

• CDS would also evaluate plans for 'Out of Area Contingencies', as well as other 

contingencies such as Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR). 

Q) Consider the following statements about Chief of Defense Staff (CDS) 

1. CDS will exercise any military command, including over the three Service Chiefs, 

so as to be able to make quick decisions. 

2. CDS would come in the ambit of 'Right to Information Act', in accordance with the 

provisions of the RTI Act, 2005. 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Hypersonic Weapons: Russia becomes the first country to deploy it 

 

 News 

• President Vladimir Putin said that Russia is the only country in the world that has 

hypersonic weapons-weapons that travel faster than Mach5 (~ 6174kmph) and has 

the capability to manoeuvre during the entire flight. 

• The first unit equipped with the Avangard hypersonic glide vehicle is set to go on 

duty by Dec 2019, while that the air-launched Kinzhal hypersonic missiles have 

already entered service. 

• Avangardhas an intercontinental range and can fly in the atmosphere at a speed 20 

times the speed of sound. Its ability to change both its course and its altitude en 

route to a target makes it immune to interception by the enemy. 

• The Kinzhal, which is carried by MiG-31 fighter jets, entered service with the 

Russian air force last year. The missile flies 10 times faster than the speed of 

sound, has a range of more than 2,000 kilometers (1,250 miles) and can carry a 



 
 
 
 

 

nuclear or a conventional warhead. It is capable of hitting both land targets and 

navy ships. 

Do you know? 

• Mach Number is the ratio of the speed of the body to the speed of sound in the 

undisturbed medium through which the body is traveling. E.g. If the body is flying 

at Mach 3, then its speed is thrice the speed of sound in air (which is 332 m / s or 

1195 km / hr). 

• It is named in honor of Ernst Mach (1838–1916), a physicist from Austria. 

• Types of Aircrafts / missiles based on Mach Number: 

 Subsonic (M <1) 

 Transonic (M = 1) 

 Supersonic (1 <M <3) 

 High Supersonic (3 <M <5) 

 Hypersonic (M> 5) 

 High Hypersonic (M ~ 25) 

Q) Consider the following statements with regard Kinzhal missile system 

1. It is developed by India in collaboration with Russia 

2. The missile can fly10times faster than the speed of sound and can carry a nuclear 

or a conventional warhead 

Which of the above statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Q) Mach Number often seen in news deals with which of the following? 

a. Intensity of earthquakes 

b. Elasticity of material 

c. Speed of an object 

d. None of the above 

BrahMos Missile: Latest upgrades 

 

 

 News 

• DRDO carried out two successful tests of the latest variant of the BrahMos missile, 

one from the land platform and the other from air. 

• BrahMos is a cruise missile, meaning it can be directed towards a pre-determined 

land- or sea-based target. With a capability to attain speeds 2.8 times that of sound 

(Mach 2.8), BrahMos is classified as supersonic cruise missile. 

• An amalgam of the names of the rivers Brahmaputra and Moskva, BrahMos is 

being produced by BrahMos Aerospace, a joint venture company set up by DRDO 

and Mashinostroyenia of Russia in 1998. 

• Its land-to-land, submarine-fired and now air-fired variants have been developed 

stage by stage 



 
 
 
 

 

• A newer version under development is aimed at flying at speeds greater than Mach 

5. These are called hypersonic cruise missiles. 

• BrahMos Air-Launched Cruise Missile (ALCM): Another test was carried out from 

air, using the Sukhoi-30 MKI fighter jets of the Indian Air Force as the base. The 

missile destroyed a target at sea 

Cruise Missile Vs Ballistic Missile 

• The ballistic missile is targeted as a projectile from a single launch force with not 

much-added guidance. 

• A cruise missile locates its target, or has a preset target, and navigates there. It 

generally consists of a guidance system, payload, and aircraft propulsion system, 

housed in an airframe with small wings and empennage for flight control. 

Q) Consider the following statements about BrahMos Missile 

1. It is a ballistic missile with a range of 3000 Kms 

2. It is being produced by BrahMos Aerospace, a joint venture company set up by 

DRDO and Russia in 1998. 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Department of Military Affairs (DMA): Created in the Defense 

Ministry, 

 

 News 

• The Department of Military Affairs (DMA) has been created in the Defense 

Ministry, and General Bipin Rawat who is the new Chief of the Defense Staff 

(CDS) will head it. 

• The DMA will be the fifth department in the Ministry after the Department of 

Defense, the Department of Defense Production, the Department of Defense 

Research and Development and the Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare. 

• The DMA's mandate includes promoting jointness in procurement, training and 

staffing for the services; Facilitating restructuring of the military commands for 

optimal utilization of resources by bringing about a jointness in operations, 

including through the establishment of joint / theater commands and promoting use 

of indigenous equipment 

• The DMA would deal with 



 
 
 
 

 

 The armed forces; 

 The integrated headquarters of the Ministry, comprising the Army, Naval and Air 

and Defense staff headquarters; 

 The Territorial Army; and 

 Works relating to the three services and procurement exclusive to them, except 

capital acquisitions. 

Q) Consider the following statements about Military Affairs Department 

1. The department will be headed by Defense Secretary 

2. It will facilitate restructuring of the military commands for optimal utilization 

of resources by bringing about a jointness in operations, including through the 

establishment of joint / theater commands 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Chief of Defense Staff (CDS): Gen. Bipin Rawat Appointed as first CDS 

 

Introduction: 



 
 
 
 

 

Aiming to usher in reforms in the higher defense management center government has 

approved the creation of the post of Chief of Defense Staff and Department of 

Military Affairs within the Ministry of Defense. CDS will be a four star officer and 

act as principal military adviser to defense minister on all tri services matters. In 

addition to heading the department of military affairs, the CDS will also be the 

permanent chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee. However CDS will not 

exercise any military command including over three service chiefs. 

Creation of post of Chief of Defense Staff (CDS) was recommended by Group of 

Ministers in 2001. The Kargil Review Committee (KRC) recommended the 

appointment of a CDS as a means to provide single-point professional military 

advice to the political leadership and also get the forces to work together. After the 

GoM recommendations, in preparation for the post of CDS, the government 

created the Integrated Defense Staff in 2002, which was to eventually serve as the 

CDS‘s Secretariat. In 2012, the Naresh Chandra Committee suggested the 

appointment of a Permanent Chairman of Chiefs of Staff Committee as a midway 

to eliminate apprehensions over the CDS.The post of CDS was also recommended 

by the D.B. Shekatkar Committee. 

This follows the announcement made by the Prime Minister on 15th August 2019, in 

his address to the nation, inter alia, ―India should not have a fragmented approach. 

Our entire military power will have to work in unison and move forward. All the 

three (Services) should move simultaneously at the same pace. There should be 

good coordination and it should be relevant to the hope and aspirations of our 

people. It should be in line with the changing war and security environment with 

the world. After formation of this post (CDS), all the three forces will get effective 

leadership at the top level. " He will be the single-point military adviser to the 

government as suggested by the Kargil Review Committee in 1999. CDS oversees 

and coordinates the working of the three services .. 

The following areas will be dealt by the Department of Military Affairs headed by 

CDS: 

• The Armed Forces of the Union, namely, the Army, the Navy and the Air Force. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Integrated Headquarters of the Ministry of Defense comprising Army Headquarters, 

Naval Headquarters, Air Headquarters and Defense Staff Headquarters. 

The Territorial Army. 

• Works relating to the Army, the Navy and the Air Force. 

• Procurement exclusive to the services except capital acquisitions, as per prevalent 

rules and procedures. 

Apart from the above, the mandate of the Department of Military Affairs will include 

the following areas: 

• Promoting jointness in procurement, training and staffing for the services through 

joint planning and integration of their requirements. 

• Facilitation of restructuring of military commands for optimal utilization of 

resources by bringing about jointness in operations, including through 

establishment of joint / theater commands. 

 Promoting use of indigenous equipment by the Services. 

The Chief of Defense Staff, apart from being the head of the Department of Military 

Affairs, will also be the Permanent Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee. He 

will act as the Principal Military Adviser to Raksha Mantri on all tri-services 

matters. The three Chiefs will continue to advise RM on matters exclusively 

concerning their respective services. CDS will not exercise any military command, 

including over the three Service Chiefs, so as to be able to provide impartial advice 

to the political leadership. 

United States: Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

• According to the US Department of Defense website, the chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff (CJCS) is the nation's highest-ranking military officer and the 

principal military adviser to the President, the Secretary of Defense (equivalent to 

Minister for Defense in India ) and the National Security Council. 



 
 
 
 

 

United Kingdom: Chief of the Defense Staff 

• The Chief of the Defense Staff (CDS) is the professional head of the armed forces 

and principal military adviser to the Secretary of State for Defense (equivalent to 

Minister for Defense in India) and the government. 

• The UK CDS reports to the Defense Secretary and the Prime Minister. 

Australia: Chief of the Defense Force 

• Australia has a diarchy system, under which the Chief of the Defense Force (CDF) 

and the Secretary for the Department of Defense (a senior civilian public servant in 

the Ministry) jointly manage the Defense organization, per the Department of 

Defense website. 

Conditions: He will be a Four-star General. 

• Not eligible to hold any Government office after demitting the office of CDS. 

• No private employment without prior approval for a period of five years after 

demitting the office of CDS. 

Functions: 

• CDS will administer tri-services organizations. Tri-service agencies / organizations / 

commands related to Cyber and Space will be under the command of the CDS. 

 CDS will be member of Defense Acquisition Council chaired by Raksha Mantri 

and Defense Planning Committee chaired by NSA. 

 Function as the Military Adviser to the Nuclear Command Authority. 

 Bring about jointness in operation, logistics, transport, training, support services, 

communications, repairs and maintenance, etc. of the three services, within three 

years of the first CDS assuming office. 

 Ensure optimal utilization of infrastructure and rationalize it through jointness 

among the services. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Implement Five-Year Defense Capital Acquisition Plan (DCAP), and Two-Year 

Roll-on Annual Acquisition Plans (AAP), as a follow up of Integrated Capability 

Development Plan (ICDP). 

 Assign inter-services prioritisation to capital acquisition proposals based on the 

anticipated budget. 

• Bring about reforms in the functioning of three services aimed at augmenting 

combat capabilities of the armed forces by reducing wasteful carefully. 

It is expected that this reform in the higher defense management would enable the 

armed forces to implement coordinated defense doctrines and procedures and go a 

long way in fostering jointmanship among the three services. The country would 

be benefitted by coordinated action on greater jointmanship in training, logistics 

and operations as well as for prioritisation of procurements. 

Challenges: 

• The KRC Report pointed out that India is the only major democracy where the 

armed forces headquarters is outside the apex governmental structure. 

• It observed that Service Chiefs devotees most of their time to their operational roles, 

"often resulting in negative results". 

• Long-term defense planning suffers as day-to-day priorities dominate. 

• Also, the Prime Minister and Defense Minister do not have the benefit of the views 

and expertise of military commanders, in order to ensure that higher level defense 

management decisions are more consensual and broadbased. 

• The CDS is also seen as being important to the creation of "theater commands", 

integrating tri-service assets and personnel like in the US military. 

Way Forward: 

• This is a major first step in the direction of changes but not the final step. 

• The single services must be developed in a way so that it can raise, train and sustain. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Restructuring of defense must be done in a transparent manner such that there is 

cross-posting of the senior military officers in the decision making in the 

Department of Defense as well. 

• The creation of the CDS will need to be followed up with further reforms to 

reconfigure the armed forces to meet India‘s aspirations to be a global power. 

• It is also necessary that the first incumbent is given a term of three years so as to be 

able to carry the ambitious vision laid out in the cabinet note through to its 

conclusion. 

• The job is strategic, requires personal supervision, and cannot be left unfinished for 

the successor to finish. Given the challenges and the limited time-frame within 

which to accomplish it, allowances will have to be made for attendant hiccups. 

• Some teething problems can be expected in the beginning but things are bound to 

fall in place as criteria, processes and rules are worked out between the three 

services, the CDS and the defense ministry. 

• It will require the navigation of entrenched institutional interests, hierarchical 

powers and military traditions, to lay the foundations for a strong and functional 

CDS. 

Saras Mk2 

 

News 



 
 
 
 

 

• It is a light transport aircraft which is indigenously developed by National 

Aerospace Laboratory (NAL) 

• The 19-seater aircraft, developed with a target cost of ₹ 50 crore, is at least 20-25% 

lower in cost than other aircraft in the similar category. 

• NAL is been pitching Saras Mk-2 for the government's UDAN (Ude Desh Ka Aam 

Nagrik), since it has the capacity to operate in "ill-equipped", "semi-prepared" and 

"unpaved airstrips". 

Q) Consider the following statements about Saras Mk2 

1. It is a light transport aircraft which is indigenously developed by Hindustan 

Aeronotics Limited (HAL) 

2. It will be ideal for commuter connectivity under the UDAAN scheme and other 

applications like aerial search / survey, executive transport, disaster management 

and border patrol 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

The post of CDS and its responsibilities 

Context 

Recently Chief of Defence Staff post was created by the Government. The utility of this post 

and the problem it could create are debated. 

History leading to the post 

 First World War brought to the fore the command and control dilemmas of concurrent 

conflicts. 

 During the colonial years of Great Britain, an issue that received consideration was the 

British higher command and control structures. 

 With the declaration of the Second World War, the responsibility of higher command fell 

on War Cabinet serviced by the Chiefs of Staff Committee. 

 Winston Churchill as prime minister given the supreme power but remained responsible 

to the parliament. 

 After the U.S. entered the war, a unified command required a single commander. 

 After the war ended and the Cold War started, Eisenhower became the supreme 

commander of NATO. 

 While political powers were vested in the NATO council. 

 Despite the experience of the World Wars the U.S. has not created CDS. 

 In the U.S., the military chain of command runs directly from theatre commanders to 

civilian secretaries to the President. 

 Britain, however, created the post of the Chief of Defence Staff. 

The outline for India 

 The three-tier defense management structure was adopted by Jawaharlal Nehru. 

 Cabinet Committee on security has served India for well over the years. 

Role of CDS 

 Department of Military Affairs, headed by CDS will deal with the Army, Navy and Air 

force and The Territorial Army. 

 Works related to procurement related exclusively to the services except for capital 

acquisition. 

 He will also act as a Principal Military Advisor to the Defence Minister. 



 
 
 
 

 

 CDS will not exercise any military command, including the three Service Chiefs, so as to 

be able to provide impartial advice to the political leadership. 

A subordination 

 There would be an implied subordination of the three service chiefs to the CDS 

notwithstanding any declaration to the contrary. 

 CDS is tasked with facilitating the restructuring of military commands. 

 Bringing about jointness in operations including through the establishment of joint/ 

theatre command. 

 This could encroach upon the domain of the service chiefs. 

 The CDS would outrank the three service chiefs even though all are four-star. 

 CDS could override the Service Chiefs on critical tactical and perhaps even strategic 

issues. 

Conclusion 

 The Department of Military Affairs would exercise control over the three services and 

also most problematic is the erosion of the civilian supremacy which could result with the 

creation of the post. 

 

OPERATION SANKALP 

 
 

 Indian Navy has commenced Maritime Security Operations, code named Op SANKALP, 

in the Gulf region to ensure safe passage of Indian Flag Vessels transiting through the 

Strait of Hormuz. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Op Sankalp 
 Indian Navy warships and aircraft were deployed to establish presence, provide a sense 

of reassurance to the Indian merchantmen, monitor the ongoing situation and respond to 

any emergent crises. 

 The operation is being progressed in close coordination with all stakeholders including 

Ministry of Defence, Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Shipping, Ministry of 

Petroleum and Natural Gas and DG, Shipping. 

 The Navy continues to monitor the situation in the Gulf region and is maintaining 

presence in the region to ensure security of our sea borne trade and the safety of Indian 

Flag Merchant Vessels transiting through the region. 

Naga Peace Process: Stuck due to inflexibility of NSCN (I-M) 

 

Context: 

The government announced 'Christmas Gift' deadline for concluding talks with Naga groups 

has passed without any concrete results on the progress made since government 

framework agreement with NSCN (I-M) in 2015 

What are the key demands of the Naga groups? 

• Greater Nagalim (sovereign statehood) i.e redrawing of boundaries to bring all Naga-

inhabited areas in the Northeast under one administrative umbrella. 

 It includes various parts of Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Assam and Myanmar as well. 

 Naga Yezabo (Naga Constitution) 



 
 
 
 

 

 Naga national flag. 

What was the Ceasefire Agreement which was signed in 2015? 

• The Government of India recognized the unique history, culture and position of the Nagas 

and their sentiments and aspirations. The NSCN (Isak-Muivah) is also appreciated the 

Indian political system and governance. 

• Significance: It shows the governments strong intent to resolve the long standing issue and 

adoption of diplomatic peaceful approach by Naga Society to fulfill their aspirations. 

Reasons for not accepting Naga Demand of Separate Flag & Separate Constitution 

• Regressive: Yezhabo is far less liberal than what Indian Constitution presently offers for 

Naga people. It is regressive and some of its provisions are against modern Constitutional 

values of liberty, equality & rule of law 

• Challenges of Wider Acceptance: Yezhabo also proposes Naga leader Muivah as the over-

arching figure of Naga politics, development and destiny which will not be acceptable to 

Naga Citizenry which are spread in adjoining states of Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh and 

Assam 

• Sets a Bad Precedent: Acceding to the demand of Separate Flag will set a dangerous 

precedent whereby other states also demand similar provisions 

• Identity Politics: Acceding to these demands is akin to giving racial and ethnic identity an 

equal footing with national identity which will act as catalyst to identity politics in rest of 

India. 

• Weakens National Integrity: The overall National Consciousness and National integration 

process will be weakened. 

• Failure of Article 370: Working of Article 370 which had provided for separate Flag and 

Constitution has shown that such type of measures has not yielded results but has 

widened the gap between regional society and Indian mainstream. 

Why the agreement has not been finalized yet? 

• It was signed only with NSCN (I-M) which in uneasy ceasefire since 1997. The agreement 

excluded half a dozen more groups, besides Naga citizenry. This has weakened the 

process 



 
 
 
 

 

• Inflexibility by NSCN (I-M) over the contentious issue of Naga Flag and Naga 

constitution — Yezhabo. Muivah who is now 85 has decided he cannot die leaving a 

legacy of surrender 

• Union government's and the North-East's political energy has been considerably spent on 

allaying the fears over CAA (Citizenship Amendment Act) and the proposed NRC 

(National Register of Citizens) thus diluting the focus on Naga peace talks 

Steps taken by government over last 2-3 years to fast track the process of finalizing 

the agreement 

• Talks with I-M has clearly spelled out disarmament, rehabilitation and assimilation of 

cadres and leaders through induction in paramilitary forces and political structures 

(expanded legislature in Nagaland) - thus ensuring smooth integration into Indian 

political system 

• Legislative and administrative autonomy for Naga regions outside Nagaland has been a 

part of talks with the Naga leadership 

• A breakaway faction of I-M‘s arch enemies, NSCN‘s Khaplang, joined the peace process 

with government in 2019 

• Government-led outreach programs to bring on board non-Naga people in Manipur, 

Arunachal Pradesh, and Assam, promising much development as a trade-off for offering 

Naga people in these states more legislative representation and administrative autonomy 

• The state government that has decided to prepare the Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of 

Nagaland (RIIN) but later due to pressure from various fractions, the decision has now 

been put on hold. 

Way ahead 

• The government will whittle away at I-M's political, administrative and military structure 

and strive to reduce I-M's heft along with Muivah's and also stoke other lines of 

leadership. 

• Reaching a consensus with wider Naga Citizenry and also convincing the non-Naga 

people in adjoining states of Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur & Assam is necessary to 

ensure sustainable workable agreement. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

USE OF DRONE AND SECURITY CHALLENGE 

 

Context 

Increasing the use of drones in warfare and other areas has brought into focus the potential the use of 

drones hold and the other issues related to its misuse. 

Recent events featuring drones 

 A drone was used by the U.S. to fire the missile at Qassem Soleimani to assassinate him. 

 A few days before that, less-lethal drones monitored crowds of student protesters rocking 

India. 

A potential area of use of drones 

 Military and Policing: Drones are largely used for military or policing purposes, but 

they also have other uses. 

 Recreation and Sports: They are used for recreation and sports. The Chinese company 

DJI dominates this space. 

 Logistics: Logistics is another use, with Amazon developing last-mile drone delivery. 

 At scale, this delivery model can save money, energy and time. 

 Domino‘s extended this logic to deliver its first pizza by drone in New Zealand and is 

experimenting with scaling this model up in many markets. 

 Botswana has had some successful trials where drones have delivered blood and life-

saving drugs to villages out in the wilderness. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Agriculture: A startup called Terraview uses drones with advanced image processing, 

machine learning, artificial intelligence, and augmented reality to increase the 

productivity of vineyards. 

 A drone can be used to measure the amount of grain that‘s piled up after harvest. 

 Mining Output: Tata Steel has used drones quite effectively to measure mining output. 

 Access the inaccessible places: Drones can go where people cannot. 

 So, inspection and repair at remote wind farms on an island, or pipelines in the remote 

tundra, or equipment in a rainforest can be done more cheaply and precisely. 

 Drone surveillance is now widely used by the insurance industry in the aftermath of 

floods or pest inspections. 

 They can provide organizations a 360-degree view of the status of any construction 

project and its assets. 

 Explosive detection and defusing: In many places, it is just safer to send a drone, such 

as while using explosives in deep mines or defusing suspected bombs. 

 Wildlife protection and survey: drones are used to survey wildlife and detect poaching 

in the jungles of Africa. 

Drones as commodity 

 Drones will soon become a hardware commodity, much like personal computers. 

 It will be the software loaded on it that will be the real force-multiplier. 

 Industry 4.0 revolution: Business like ―drones-as-a-service‖ will emerge, dramatically 

reducing the time taken for tasks and serving as a vital tool in the Industry 4.0 revolution. 

A potent tool for Swarm-attack by military 

 Perhaps the most fascinating developments will occur where drones originated, in 

 Drones will mutate into swarms, where multiple, intelligent, small drones act as one vast 

network, much like a swarm of birds or locusts. 

 Advanced militaries have drone swarms under trial that could revolutionize future 

conflicts. 

 These swarms could overwhelm enemy sensors with sheer numbers and precisely 

target enemy soldiers and assets using data fed into them. 

 They will be difficult to shoot down as there will be hundreds of small flying objects 

rather than one big ballistic missile. 

 The swarm will use real-time ground data to organize itself and operate in concert to 

achieve its goal. 

Issues with drones 



 
 
 
 

 

 It will be us humans who will decide whether we use drones for beneficial or malevolent 

ends. 

 National Security Issues: Drones have demonstrated the potentials for their threat to the 

security of a country. Drones are operated remotely and can strike where it want it to 

strike. Raising serious security issues. 

 Terrorism: Drones have been used by various terrorist organisations like ISIS in Syria 

and Iraq to hit their targets. 

 Aviation safety: Drones flying too close to commercial aircraft has called for 

regulations. 

 Privacy: Drones have been used by the paparazzi to take the images of individuals 

breaching their privacy. 

Conclusion 

Drones can indeed be a fantastic tool for good projects, from helping save the planet to 

identifying and nabbing criminals, and preventing the loss of human life. However, for 

that, we will have to change the DNA that they were born with, as lethal weapons of war. 

Otherwise, they will remain anonymous killers, wreaking death and destruction as they 

hover innocuously above. 

Department of Military Affairs’ 

 



 
 
 
 

 

The Ministry of Defence (MoD) has approved the Rules of Business for the newly 

created Department of Military Affairs (DMA) headed by the Chief of Defence Staff 

(CDS). 

Department of Military Affairs (DMA) 

 The DMA headed by Gen Bipin Rawat will have two Joint Secretaries, 13 Deputy 

Secretaries, 25 Under Secretaries and 22 Section officers. 

 The training policy, most of the training establishments and cadre management of the 

Services will be under the purview of the DMA. 

 Defence diplomacy of the neighbourhood countries would also be under the CDS. 

 Similarly, deputations to the training establishments such as the National Defence 

Academy (NDA), the Indian Military Academy (IMA), the Officers Training Academy 

(OTA) and the Defence Services Staff College (DSSC) would also be under the CDS. 

 Cadre review of Junior Commissioned Officers (JCO) and Other Ranks (OR) will be 

looked after by the CDS. 

Other facts 

 On December 30, the government notified the DMA creation, with the CDS also as a 

Secretary in the MoD. 

 The DMA is the fifth department in the MoD, the others being the Department of 

Defence, the Department of Defence Production, the Department of Defence Research 

and Development and the Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare. 

 The Services have been brought under the ambit of the DMA in addition to the Territorial 

Army and works relating to the three Services and procurement exclusive to the Services 

except capital acquisitions. 

 Defence imports and procurements would be under the the Department of Defence 

headed by the Defence Secretary. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) 

 

Union Minister for Home Affairs has inaugurated the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination 

Centre (I4C) and also dedicated National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal to the Nation. 

I4C 

 The scheme to setup I4C was approved in October 2018 to deal with all types of 

cybercrimes in a comprehensive and coordinated manner. 

 At the initiative of Union Ministry for Home Affairs (MHA), 15 States and UTs have 

given their consent to set up Regional Cyber Crime Coordination Centres at respective 

States/UTs. 

 It has seven components: 

1. National Cyber Crime Threat Analytics Unit 

2. National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal 



 
 
 
 

 

3. National Cyber Crime Training Centre 

4. National Cyber Crime Research and Innovation Centre 

5. National Cyber Crime Forensic Laboratory Ecosystem 

6. Platform for Joint Cyber Crime Investigation Team 

7. Cyber Crime Ecosystem Management Unit 

About National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal 

 National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal (www.cybercrime.gov.in) is a citizen-centric 

initiative that will enable citizens to report cyber crimes online through the portal. 

 All the cyber crime related complaints will be accessed by the concerned law 

enforcement agencies in the States and Union Territories for taking action as per law. 

 This portal was launched on pilot basis on 30th August, 2019 and it enables filing of all 

cyber crimes with specific focus on crimes against women, children, particularly child 

pornography, child sex abuse material, online content pertaining to rapes/gang rapes, etc. 

 This portal also focuses on specific crimes like financial crime and social media related 

crimes like stalking, cyber bullying, etc. 

 This portal will improve coordination amongst the law enforcement agencies of different 

States, districts and police stations for dealing with cyber crimes in a coordinated and 

effective manner. 

Q) Indian Cyber Crime Coordination (I4C) is located in which City of India? 

a. Bengaluru 

b. Chennai 

c. Hyderabad 

d. None of the above 

SEA GUARDIANS: Bilateral Naval exercise between China & Pakistan 

 



 
 
 
 

 

News 

• This is the sixth joint naval exercise between China and Pakistan, but it is the first time that 

the exercise was named "sea guardians." 

• It was held in the northern Arabian Sea, with the purpose of enhancing security cooperation 

between the two countries. 

• The North Arabian Sea is regarded strategically significant for China which is now 

developing Pakistan's deep water Gwadar port there as a part of China-Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) Project of China‘s Belt & Road initiative 

• The Gwadar is also located close to Iran‘s Chabahar Port being jointly developed by Iran, 

India and Afghanistan to ensure a trade corridor for Indian exports to Afghanistan. 

• Sea guardians is expected to become a series of naval exercises with Pakistan, similar to the 

'warrior' series of joint land exercises and the shaheen series of joint air exercises. 

Q) Sea Guardian is a bilateral Naval Exercise between which two countries? 

a. India and Japan 

b. India and Sri Lanka 

c. China and Pakistan 

d. Pakistan and Russia 

Q) Indian Cyber Crime Coordination (I4C) is located in which City of India? 

a. Bengaluru 

b. Chennai 

c. Hyderabad 

d. None of the above 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

SEA GUARDIANS: Bilateral Naval exercise between China & Pakistan 

 

News 

• This is the sixth joint naval exercise between China and Pakistan, but it is the first time 

that the exercise was named "sea guardians." 

• It was held in the northern Arabian Sea, with the purpose of enhancing security 

cooperation between the two countries. 

• The North Arabian Sea is regarded strategically significant for China which is now 

developing Pakistan's deep water Gwadar port there as a part of China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC) Project of China‘s Belt & Road initiative 

• The Gwadar is also located close to Iran‘s Chabahar Port being jointly developed by 

Iran, India and Afghanistan to ensure a trade corridor for Indian exports to 

Afghanistan. 

• Sea guardians is expected to become a series of naval exercises with Pakistan, similar 

to the 'warrior' series of joint land exercises and the shaheen series of joint air 

exercises. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Q) Sea Guardian is a bilateral Naval Exercise between which two countries? 

a. India and Japan 

b. India and Sri Lanka 

c. China and Pakistan 

d. Pakistan and Russia 

Indian Coast Guard Ships (ICGS) —Annie Besant and Amrit Kaur —

commissioned 

 

News 

• ICGS Annie Besant will be based at Chennai and ICGS Amrit Kaur will be based at 

Haldia. 

• The ships are fitted with state-of-the-art technology, and navigation equipment, 

along with Bofors 40/60 guns and 12.7 mm stabilized Remote Controlled Guns for 

enhanced fighting efficiency. 

About Rajkumari Amrit Kaur 



 
 
 
 

 

• Kaur co-founded the All India Women‘s Conference along with Margaret Cousins 

in 1927. 

• She was also a member of Constituent Assembly and a member Sub-Committee on 

Fundamental Rights and Sub-Committee on Minorities. 

• She went on to become independent India‘s first health minister 

Q) Consider the following statements about Amrit Kaur 

1. She co-founded the All India Women‘s Conference in 1927 

2. She was Independent India‘s first health minister 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

What is the NIA Act, and why is Chhattisgarh challenging it 

 

The Chhattisgarh state govt. moved the Supreme Court against the 2008 National 

Investigative Agency (NIA) Act, stating it is violative of the Constitution. In its civil suit, 



 
 
 
 

 

the government told the apex court the NIA should have no power over state policing 

matters. 

What is the NIA Act, 2008? 

 The NIA Act, 2008 governs the functioning of India‘s premier counter-terror agency. 

 It was introduced by then home minister P Chidambaram in the wake of the 26/11 

Mumbai terrorist attacks and was passed in Parliament with very little opposition. 

 The Act makes the NIA the only truly federal agency in the country, along the lines of 

the FBI in the United States, more powerful than the CBI. 

 It gives the NIA powers to take suo motu cognizance of terror activities in any part of 

India and register a case, to enter any state without permission from the state government, 

and to investigate and arrest people. 

Objections made by CG 

 In its petition, the Chhattisgarh govt. said the Act is ―ultra vires the Constitution‖ and 

―beyond the legislative competence of the Parliament‖. 

 According to the state, the 2008 Act allows the Centre to create an agency for 

investigation, which is a function of the state police. 

 ‗Police‘ is an entry in the State List of the Constitution‘s 7th Schedule. 

 The petition says the 2008 Act takes away the state‘s power of conducting an 

investigation through the police, while conferring unfettered, discretionary and arbitrary 

powers‖ on the Centre. 

 The provisions of the Act leave no room of coordination and pre-condition of consent, in 

any form whatsoever, by the Centre from the State govt. which clearly repudiates the idea 

of state sovereignty as envisaged under the Constitution. 

Changes made to the NIA’s powers last year 

 The 2019 NIA Amendment Act expanded the type of offences that the investigative body 

could investigate and prosecute. 

 The agency can now investigate offences related to human trafficking, counterfeit 

currency, manufacture or sale of prohibited arms, cyber-terrorism, and offences under the 

Explosive Substances Act, 1908. 

 The amendment also enables the central government to designate sessions courts as 

special courts for NIA trials. 

 The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment (UAPA), also passed in 2019, allows 

an NIA officer to conduct raids, and seize properties that are suspected to be linked to 

terrorist activities without taking prior permission of the DG of Police of a state. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The investigating officer only requires sanction from the Director General of NIA. 

Exercise ‘Sahyog-Kaijin’ 

 

 Indian and Japanese coast guards participated in a joint exercise ‗Sahyog-Kaijin‘ on January 16. 

 The aim behind ‗Sahyog-Kaijin‘ is to strengthen the bond between the two countries. 

 One ship of the Japanese Coast Guard and four ships and an aircraft of the Indian Coast Guard 

participated in the joint exercise. 

 The drill is a five-day event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Threat of Left Wing Extremism and ways to deal with it 

 

 Context 

When much is made of peace talks with rebels in Northeast India, avoidance of peace talks 

with Maoist rebels is strange. 

States left to deal with the Maoists 

 Scale and extent of the problem: Officially in 2019, there are 11 states and 90 affected 

districts. 
 State subject: This is because policing and maintaining law and order are matters 

devolved to states. 

 The approach adopted to deal with the problem: According to MHA- 

 Capacity building: Primarily by capacity building of the state governments. 

 Areas of capacity building: Capacity building is to be carried out in areas of security 

and development. This will continue with the- 

 Better police training. 

 Better intelligence gathering. 

 Reinforcing police stations in conflict zones. 



 
 
 
 

 

 And recruiting locals into auxiliary forces. 

 Support by MHA: MHA will continue to provide the Central Reserve Police 

Force (CRPF) and other paramilitaries under its command. 

 Support of NTRO: Intelligence gathering outfits such as the National Technical 

Research Organisation (NTRO). 

 NTRO has in the past year increased drone surveillance over the densely forested 

Abujhmad area in southwest Chhattisgarh, which remains the main rebel hub. 

The success achieved so far 

 Influence reduced to 90 districts: The policies so far has certainly contained the rebels 

across 90 affected districts. 

 Surrender and rehabilitation policy: Most Maoist-affected states in India have a 

surrender and rehabilitation policy. 

 Surrender policy along with search and destroy : Surrender policy rides in tandem 

with search-and-destroy missions that police and paramilitaries provide. 

 This pincer has massively depleted rebel leadership and ranks with regular killings, 

arrests, and surrender of its leaders and cadres. 

Return of conflict displaced people 

 It is crucial for the conflict-displaced to return to their homes. 

 Issues related to return of displaced: Agencies discourage those returning from going 

back to their old home and instead are offered state-mandated enclaves. 

 No or little economic imperatives: Those returning are offered little economic 

imperative besides daily wage labour and scrambling for government handouts. 

 Some government jobs: For some, jobs are offered in 

 That is, in any case, the present for much of the 50,000 or so who did not manage to 

escape to Telangana and elsewhere. 

Conclusion 

 The central government would do well to focus here and in beginning negotiations for 

peace. 

 The Left-wing rebellion, a reality for over 50 years, is difficult to end until poor 

governance is improved. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Naval version of LCA Tejas takes off from INS Vikramaditya 

 

News: 

A naval prototype of the homegrown Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas successfully took 

off from the deck of Indian Navy's sole aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya 

• India is now among a select group of countries that has the capability to design a fighter jet 

that can operate from an aircraft carrier. 

LCA Tejas: 

• Tejas is a Light Combat Aircraft developed by the Defense Research and Development 

Organization's Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) in coordination with the 

Aircraft Research and Design Center of Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd 

• Single-engine, delta wing, multirole light fighter 

INS Vikramaditya 

• The country‘s most powerful aircraft carrier. 

• It was built in 1987 and had served the Soviet navy 



 
 
 
 

 

• It can carry over 30 aircraft comprising MiG-29Ks, Kamov-28s, Kamov-31s, ALH-Dhruv 

and Chetak helicopters. 

• It was retrofitted with a Barak missile system under joint development with Israel. 

• It is based at its home port at Karwar in Karnataka. 

k-4 missiles  

 

India successfully test-fired the 3,500-km range submarine-launched ballistic missile, K-4. The test 

was carried out by the DRDO from a submerged pontoon off the Visakhapatnam coast around noon. 

K-4 

 K-4 is a nuclear-capable Intermediate-range submarine-launched ballistic missile developed 

and tested successfully in the month of January 2020 by DRDO. 

 The missile has a maximum range of about 3500 km. 

 Once inducted, these missiles will be the mainstay of the Arihant class of indigenous ballistic 

missile nuclear submarines (SSBN). 

 It will give India the standoff capability to launch nuclear weapons submerged in Indian 

waters. 

What’s so special about K-4? 

: Circular Error Probability 



 
 
 
 

 

 India‘s Circular Error Probability (CEP) is much more sophisticated than Chinese missiles. 

 The CEP determines the accuracy of a missile. 

 The lower the CEP, the more accurate the missile is. 

 There are very few countries which have managed to achieve this technological breakthrough. 

About INS Arihant 

 The Advanced Technology Project (ATV) began in the 1980s and the first of them, Arihant, 

was launched in 2009. 

 INS Arihant, the first and only operational SSBN is armed with K-15 Sagarika missiles with a 

range of 750 km. 

 Given India‘s position of ‗No-First-Use‘ (NFU) in launching nuclear weapons, the SSBN is the 

most dependable platform for a second-strike. 

 Because they are powered by nuclear reactors, these submarines can stay underwater 

indefinitely without the adversary detecting it. 

 The other two platforms — land based and air launched are far easier to detect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Tigersharks: India is placing Sukhoi jets in South India 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

News: 

• Air force commissioned the 222 squadron, also known as ‗Tigersharks‘, for their Thanjavur base 

Tamil Nadu 

• It will play a key role in keeping China‘s growing clout in the Indian Ocean region 

• The squadron has Sukhoi-30 carrying the BrahMos cruise missile. 

From Prelims point of view: 

Sukhoi Su-30MKI 

• A twinjet multirole air superiority fighter developed by Russia 

• Integrates Indian systems and avionics as well as French and Israeli sub-systems. 

BRAHMOS 

• Joint venture between India & Russia. 

• Brahmos is named on the rivers Brahmaputra and Moskva. 

• air to surface missile with a flight range of around 300 km. 

India's entry into the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) has extended the range of the 

BRAHMOS missile to reach 450 km-600km, a shade above its current MTCR capped range of 

300 km. 

• Brahmos is the heaviest weapon to be deployed on Su-30 MKI fighter aircraft, with a weight of 

2.5 tonnes. 

• Brahmos is a multiplatform i.e it can be launched from land, air, and sea. 

• It operates on the ―Fire and Forgets‖ principle i.e it does not require further guidance after launch. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Abuse of women on social media and its implications 

  

The Amnesty International India has released a report titled "Troll Patrol India: Exposing Online 

Abuse Faced by Women Politicians in India". The report analysed more than 114,000 tweets sent to 95 

women politicians in the three months during and after last recent general elections in India. 

Highlights of the report 

 The research found that women are targeted with abuse online not just for their opinions – but 

also for various identities, such as gender, religion, caste, and marital status. 

 Indian women politicians face substantially higher abuse on Twitter than their counterparts in the 

U.S. and the U.K. 

 Around 13.8% of the tweets in the study were either ―problematic‖ or ―abusive‖. 

 Problematic content was defined as tweets that contain hurtful or hostile content, especially if 

repeated to an individual on multiple occasions, but do not necessarily meet the threshold of 

abuse. 

 While all women are targeted, Muslim women politicians faced 55% more abuse than others. 

 Women from marginalized castes, unmarried women, and those from non-ruling parties faced a 

disproportionate share of abuse. 

 

A matter of concern 



 
 
 
 

 

 Abusive tweets had content that promote violence against or threaten people based on their race, 

national origin, sexual orientation, gender, religious affiliation, age, disability or other categories. 

 They include death threats and rape threats. 

 Problematic tweets contained hurtful or hostile content, often repeated, which could reinforce 

negative or harmful stereotypes, although they did not meet the threshold of abuse. 

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act 

News: 

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) [CPI (M)] is making an earnest bid to steer clear of the row 

over the police slamming the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 

From Prelims Point of View: 

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment 

• Seeks to amend the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 

• UAPA provides special procedures to deal with terrorist activities, among other things. 

Key amendments: 

• To designate individuals as terrorists on certain grounds provided in the Act. 

• The Bill empowers the Director General of NIA to grant approval of seizure or attachment of 

property when the case is investigated by the said agency. 

• The Bill empowers the officers of the NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to investigate cases of 

terrorism 

Need for the amendment 

• India faces one of the highest threats of terrorism in the world and therefore its counter-terrorism 

mechanism must be stringent. 

• USA has a very successful example of counter-terrorism mechanism, especially after 9/11, and has 

been successful in curbing terrorist activities. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

AVANGARD 

 

Context 

Russia announced that its new hypersonic glide vehicle (HGV), Avangard, had been made operational. 

What HGV is and where the US and China stand 

What is HGV and what is it capable of? 

 Speed over 5 Mach: A hypersonic delivery system is essentially a ballistic or cruise missile that 

can fly for long distances and at speeds higher than 5 Mach at lower altitudes. 

 Invulnerable to interception: This allows it to evade interception from current Ballistic Missile 

Defence (BMD). 

 High manoeuvrability: It can also execute a high degree of manoeuvres. 

 Avangard-Developed by Russia: Russia claims that this HGV can fly at over 20 times the speed 

of sound. 

 Invulnerable to interception: and is capable of such manoeuvring as to be invulnerable to 

interception by any existing and prospective missile defence means of the potential adversary. 

China and the U.S. are also close on the heels: The U.S. has moved from the research to the 

development stage. 

 Where China stands: China demonstrated the DF-17, a medium-range missile with the HGV, at 

the military parade in October 2019. 

What were the reasons for the development: The U.S. walked out of anti-ballistic missile treaty in 

2002, prompted by the U.S. exit from the treaty and fear of the U.S. anti-ballistic missile defence 

system. 



 
 
 
 

 

How would hypersonics complicate the security concerns? 

First complication-Increase in the possibility of miscalculation: These missiles are being added to 

the military capabilities of countries that possess nuclear weapons. 

 For these nations, the concern is always an attack on nuclear assets to degrade retaliation 

 Destination ambiguities: Another layer of complication is added by the fact that these missiles 

bring in warhead and destination ambiguities. 

 Increasing tendency to assume worst: In both cases, when an adversary‘s early warning detects 

such missiles headed in its direction, but cannot be sure whether they are conventional or nuclear-

armed, nor ascertain the target they are headed towards, the tendency would be to assume the 

worst. 
 For an adversary that faces a country with a BMD but itself has a small nuclear arsenal, it would 

fear that even conventionally armed hypersonic missiles could destroy a portion of its nuclear 

assets. 

 The tendency to shift to trigger-ready postures: The tendency could then be to shift to more 

trigger-ready postures such as launch on warning or launch under attack to ostensibly enhance 

deterrence. 

 Risk of miscalculation: But such shifts would also bring risks of misperception and miscalculation 

in moments of crisis. 

Second complication-Offence defence spiral: According to reports, the U.S. has begun finding ways 

of either strengthening its BMD or looking for countermeasures to defeat hypersonics, besides having 

an arsenal of its own of the same kind. 

 Possibility of arms race: The stage appears set for an arms race instability given that the three 

major players in this game have the financial wherewithal and technological capability to play 

along. 

 This looks particularly imminent in the absence of any strategic dialogue or arms control. 

Third complication-Possibility of the arms race into outer space: A third implication would be to 

take offence-defence developments into outer space. 

 Sensors are already placed into space: Counter-measures to hypersonics have been envisaged 

through the placement of sensors and interceptors in outer space. 

 While none of this is going to be weaponisation of outer space would, nevertheless, be a distinct 

possibility once hypersonic inductions become the norm. 

Conclusion 

The induction of this technology would likely prove to be a transitory advantage eventually leading 

nations into a strategic trap. India needs to make a cool-headed assessment of its own deterrence 

requirements and choose its pathways wisely. 



 
 
 
 

 

Operation Vanila 

 

Indian navy will perform HADR operations in Madagascar under ‗Operation Vanilla‘. 

Operation Vanilla 

 Indian Navy Ship Airavat whilst mission deployed in the Southern Indian Ocean has been 

diverted to Antsiranana based on request recieved from Madagascar. 

 The ship will undertake Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) mission as part 

of ‗Operation Vanilla‘. 

 It has been launched to provide assistance to the affected population of Madagascar post 

devastation caused by Cyclone Diane. 

Q) Consider the following statements about Operation Vanilla recently in news 

1. It is launched by Indian Navy 

2. It objects to to provide humanitarian assistance and disaster relief to the affected population of Sri 

Lanka post devastation caused by Cyclone Diane. 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

1. 1 only 

2. 2 only 

3. Both 1 and 2 

4. Neither 1 nor 2 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Bodo Issue 

  
 

Conttext 

 The signing of Historic Comprehensive Bodo Settlement Agreement (third Bodo Accord in 

three decades) in Jan 2020 between Government of India (Ministry of Home Affairs), 

Government of Assam and Bodo representatives. 

 Bodo representatives included: Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC), All Bodo Students Union 

(ABSU), United Boro People Organization (UBPO), National Democratic Front of Bodoland 

(NDFB) factions 

 

Who are Bodos? 

 Bodos are the single largest tribal community in Assam, making up over 5-6 per cent of the 

state's population. They have controlled large parts of Assam in the past 

 A timeline of Bodo Conflict 

 Although the Bodo agitation has a long history that dates back to the pre-independence era, the 

movement gained momentum in the late 1980s, when calls were made for the bifurcation the 

state of Assam. 

 1929 - Bodo leader Gurudev Kalicharan Brahma submits a memorandum to the Simon 

Commission asking for reservations in the Legislative Assembly, and for a separate political 

entity for his people. His efforts go in vain 



 
 
 
 

 

 1960s and 1970s - There are calls from Bodos and other tribes for a separate state of 

‗Udayachal‘ as immigrants are accused of illegally encroaching on Bodo-inhabited lands 

 Late 1980s - Calls for a separate state for Bodos - Bodoland - and for Assam to be divided "50-

50" are raised. The demand was primarily led through peaceful methods by All Bodo Students 

Union (ABSU) and its leader Upendranath Brahma 

 Also during this time armed separatist group - The National Democratic Front of Bodoland is 

founded (1986). 

 Why the demand for separate Bodoland? 

 For centuries, they survived sanskritisation without giving up their original ethnic identity. 

However, in the 20th century, they had to tackle a series of issues such as illegal immigration, 

encroachment of their lands, forced assimilation, loss of language and culture. 

• The Bodos have thus not only become an ethnic minority in their own ancestral land but have also 

been struggling for their existence and status as an ethnic community. 

• The movement peaked in 1980s primarily due to Assam movement and its culmination with the 

Assam Accord which addressed the demands of protection and safeguards for the "Assamese 

people". This lead the Bodos to launch a movement to protect their own identity. 

Progress made by government for resolution of Bodo issue 

First Accord - Feb 1993 

 The Bodoland Autonomous Council (BAC) is constituted after the center, the Assam 

government and the ABSU sign a tripartite agreement. 

 The BAC was given power over 38 subjects, with a 40-member General Council, including 5 

members nominated by the state government, while rest of the seats were reserved for ST. 

 But, soon a section of Bodo people rejected the accord, and claimed it was ―inadequate‖ to 

meet the long-cherished political aspirations of the people. 

 The Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT), an armed insurgent group, formed in June 1996, launched 

its armed movement for a separate Bodoland state. 

 Second Accord - Feb 2003 

 After six years of subversive activities, BLT signed a tripartite agreement with the center and 

Assam government. 

 The second Bodo accord led to the formation of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) under 

the provisions of the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, which had more political power than 

the BAC A large number of the BLT cadres were absorbed in the CRPF. 

 The area under the BTC jurisdiction is officially called the Bodoland Territorial Area Districts 

(BTAD) comprising of 3,082 villages in four districts — Kokrajhar, Chirang, Udalguri and 

Baska. 

 However, ABSU continued with its movement of separate statehood and different factions of 

NDFB continued to carry out hit-and-run operations, and disturbed peace. 

 Third Accord - Jan 2020 

The 2020 agreement has the following provisions: 

• Renaming: From BTAD to Bodoland Territorial Region. 



 
 
 
 

 

• A commission (representative of ABSU, BTC & State) under Section 14 of the Sixth Schedule to 

the Constitution of India, which will recommend the inclusion or exclusion of tribal population 

residing in villages adjoining BTAD areas. 

• Redrawing Boundaries: Villages dominated by Bodos that were presently outside the BTAD 

would be included and those with non-Bodo population would be excluded 

• Bodoland territorial council (BTC) - The agreement would lead to more legislative, executive, 

administrative and financial powers of the BTC including increase in seats from 40 to 60 

• Bodos living in the hills would be granted Scheduled Hill Tribe status. 

• Bodo language with Devnagri script will become associate official language for entire of Assam 

and a separate directorate for Bodo medium schools will be set up. 

• Development Package of ₹ 1500 crore by the Center for the development of Bodo areas 

• Bodo-Kachari Welfare Council for focused development of Bodo villages outside BTAD 

• The agreement also involved rehabilitation of members of National Democratic Front of Boroland 

(NDFB) factions- over 1500 armed cadres will abjure violence and join the mainstream 

Implication of the Third Accord 

 The agreement is hailed as a permanent solution to a conflict, which has taken over 4,000 

human lives. 

 Home Minister stated that Assam's territorial integrity is assured with this agreement, as every 

single Bodo group has come on board. 

 Enhanced focus by Union government on tackling the issues of North-East so as to usher 

development in the region. 

 This is reflected in Bru-Reang agreement signed on January 16, 2020 to end the humanitarian 

crisis in Meghalaya and Tripura, recent surrender of 644 armed cadres in Assam and surrender 

of 88 armed NLFT cadres in Tripura to bring them to mainstream. 

Conclusion 

The peace in Bodoland Territorial Region will depend on the evolving relationship between the 

Bodos, the dominant but not the majority in the BTR and other communities. 

It also depends on the final implementation of the accord and the ability of the state to rehabilitate 

the militants so as to prevent them from taking up anti-social activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

HIGH DEFENSE EXPENDITURE 

 
  

The Union Budget for 2020-21 has allocated Rs 1,33,825 crore to defence pensions. This is up by 10½ times in 

a decade and a half, from Rs 12,715 crore in 2005-06. 

The ‘hype’ of defence pension 

 The allocation of Rs 1,33, 826 crore is 4.4% of the total expenditure of the central government or 0.6% of 

GDP. 

 And of the overall allocation made to the Defence Ministry, 28.4% goes towards pensions. 

 So sharply has the bill for defence pensions gone up that it is now Rs 15,291 crore more than the Defence 

Ministry‘s total capital expenditure, a bulk of which goes towards modernization of the armed forces. 

 It now nearly equals the salaries bill for Defence Ministry. The more the government spends on salaries 

and pensions, the less it can spend on modernizing the armed forces. 

 To put it in perspective, the government‘s spending on education is Rs 99,300 crore and on health is Rs 

69,000 crore. 

 To compare it with other sectors, the government‘s rural employment scheme MGNREGA has an 

allocation of only Rs 61,500 crore — 46% of the bill for defence pensions. 

Why the bill is high? 

 As per the Defence Ministry, there are about 26 lakh armed forces pensioners and family pensioners and 

approximately 55,000 pensioners are added every year. 

 In 2015, the government announced the OROP (One Rank, One Pension) scheme which cost it Rs 8,600 

crore. 

 The implementation of the Seventh Pay Commission recommendations in 2017 again increased the 

defence pensions bill. 



 
 
 
 

 

What makes defense pensions distinct? 

 Defence pensions are unique in many ways. Defence personnel retire at a young age and thus continue to 

get pensions for a longer period of time than their civilian counterparts. 

 The current ratio of military pensioners to serving military personnel is 1.7 to 1, while the ratio of civil 

pensioners to civil working personnel is 0.56 to 1. 

 This ratio in defence is projected to further change as life expectancy in India goes up and retired 

personnel live far longer than earlier. 

 All civilian employees in the government who joined service on or after 1 January 2004 do not get an 

assured pension but come under the ambit of the contributory National Pension Scheme (NPS). 

 That is meant to reduce the pensions bill of the government on the civilian side, but military personnel 

have been excluded from the ambit of the NPS because of their short service span. 

Where this can lead to 

 With economic growth stalling and competing requirement from development and infrastructure sectors, 

the government is being hard-pressed for the last rupee in its kitty. 

 The defence services themselves need more funds to modernize themselves but are struggling with 

budgetary allocations. 

 In such a scenario, attention is likely to come to the fast-rising defence pensions bill. 

Feasible solutions 

 The short-term answer to keep the bill frozen at the same level is to increase the retirement age of serving 

military personnel and stop the rise in number of pensioners. 

 But at a time when the country is facing unemployment at an all-time high, stopping recruitment for a few 

years will worsen the situation. 

 The other solution is to send the retired military personnel to paramilitary forces but those forces, too, 

need to stay young and have not accepted the proposal. 

 That would also pose the problem of recruitment in a time of high unemployment, as in the case of 

increase in retirement age of military personnel. 

Conclusion 

 The sharply rising defence pensions bill, however, has become a challenge that cannot be ignored any 

longer. 

 Unless India‘s economy grows at a double-digit rate, it will not be possible to furnish this bill and still 

modernize the armed forces. 

 There are no easy answers to the challenge, and the answer will have to come from the top political 

leadership. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Navy will have its third Scorpene sub this year 

 

News: 

• The third Scorpene submarine, Karanj, will be delivered to the Indian Navy by 

December and all six submarine deliveries would be completed by 2022 

• The first Scorpene, Kulvari, was commissioned in 2018. 

• The second Scorpene Khanderi was inducted in September last year. 

 

 

From Prelims Point of vew: 

Scorpene-class submarines: 

• These are a class of diesel-electric attack submarines jointly developed by the 

French Direction des Constructions Navales (DCN) and the Spanish company 

Navantia, and now by Naval Group. 

• It features diesel propulsion and an additional air-independent propulsion (AIP) 

 



 
 
 
 

 

India to work with Russia on copters 

News: 

• Production Localization of Ka-226T light utility helicopters 

• (Defexpo 2020) Russian Helicopters (RH) signed a road map with IRHL for 

localization of Ka-226T helicopter production in India. 

• IRHL is a joint venture between Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) and Russian 

Helicopters (RH), which will assemble the Ka-226T helicopters in India. 

From Prelims Point of view: 

Ka-226T: 

• The Ka-226T is a design of Russia‘s famed Kamov design bureau. It is a light 

helicopter, with a maximum take-off weight of over 3.5 tonnes and can carry a 

payload of up to 1 ton. 

Defense Acquisition Council (DAC): 

• Highest decision-making body in the Defense Ministry for deciding on new policies 

and capital acquisitions for the three services (Army, Navy and Air Force) and the 

Indian Coast Guard. 

• The Minister of Defense is the Chairman of the Council. 

• It was formed, after the group of ministers recommendations on 'Reforming the 

National Security System', in 2001, post Kargil War (1999) 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Sharang 

 
  

The Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) has handed over Sharang, the first 130mm M-46 artillery gun upgraded to 

155mm to the Indian Army. 

 

About Sharang 

 Sharang is the 130mm artillery gun ‗up-gunned‘ to 155mm, 45 calibre up-gunning based on the Army‘s 

tender. 

 The gun‘s range has now gone from 27km to over 36km with the upgrade. 

 It also has more explosive capability and hence and more damage potential. 

 This step will reduce the logistic trail of the Army as it does away with the need to carry 130mm shells 

and support equipment as the mainstay of the Army‘s long range artillery is 155mm guns. 

Other artilleries of Indian Army 

 After close to three decades, the Army inducted its first modern artillery guns system in November 2018. 

 These include M-777 Ultra Light Howitzers (ULH) from the U.S. and K9 Vajra-T self-propelled artillery 

guns from South Korea. 

 The Army has the older, battle-proven Bofors 155mm guns in service. The 155mm Dhanush towed gun 

system, developed based on the Bofors guns by OFB, is under induction. 

 In October last year, the Army procured and inducted 155mm Excalibur precision guided ammunition 

from the U.S. which gives its 155mm artillery guns extended range and also the ability to hit targets with 

very high accuracy. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Ex. AJEYA WARRIOR 

 
Fifth edition of Joint Military Exercise AJEYA WARRIOR-2020 between India and 

United Kingdom will be conducted at Salisbury Plains, United Kingdom. 

Ex. AJEYA WARRIOR 

 Exercise AJEYA WARRIOR with United Kingdom is an important exercise in terms of 

the security challenges faced by both the nations in the realm of changing facets of global 

terrorism. 

 The exercise will comprise of 120 soldiers each from Indian and United Kingdom Army 

who would be sharing their experiences gained during conduct of various counter 

insurgency and counter terrorist operations in the past. 

 The aim of this exercise is to conduct company level joint training with emphasis on 

counter terrorists operation in Urban and Semi Urban areas. 

 The exercise is conducted alternatively in United Kingdom and India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

U.S. nod for air defense system sale to India 

 

 In news: 

• U.S. Department of State has approved the potential sale of a $ 1.867 billion 

Integrated Air Defense Weapon System (IADWS) to India. 

• The Integrated Air Defense Weapon System, also known as the National Advanced 

Surface to Air Missile System (NASAMS), provides integrated air missile defense 

• The IADWS system includes radar, launchers, targeting, and guidance systems, 

advanced medium-range air-to-air missile (AMRAAM) and Stinger missiles, and 

related equipment and support 

AMRAAM 

• The AIM-120 Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM) 

• It is an American beyond-visual-range air-to-air missile (BVRAAM) capable of all-

weather day-and-night operations fire-and-forget weapon 

• AMRAAM is the changing most popular beyond-visual-range missile 

The National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile System was developed by USA in 

partnership with Norway. NASAMS-II is an upgraded version of NASAMS of 

Norway called Norwegian Advanced Surface to Air Missile System. 



 
 
 
 

 

New structure for military affairs 

In news: 

• The Defense Acquisition Council (DAC), procurement cases will be put up as 

prioritized by the Chief of Defense Staff (CDS). 

• Formal structure comprising civil and military officers for the Department of 

Military Affairs (DMA) headed by the CDS (At present, we have an interim 

structure, they have no financial power) 

• The proposed DMA will have a Secretary, Transformation and Coordination, which 

will be the Chief of Integrated Defense Staff (IDS), Additional Secretary and five 

Joint Secretaries. 

• Additional Secretary will be a three-star officer while the Joint Secretaries include 

three officers, one from each service of the rank of Major General or equivalent, 

Major Gen. 

From Prelims Point of view: 

Department of Military Affairs: 

• The DMA will be the fifth department in the Ministry after the Department of 

Defense, the Department of Defense Production, the Department of Defense 

Research and Development and the Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare. 

• The DMA's mandate includes promoting jointness in procurement, training and 

staffing for the services; Facilitating restructuring of the military commands for 

optimal utilization of resources by bringing about a jointness in operations, 

including through the establishment of joint / theater commands and promoting use 

of indigenous equipment 

The DMA would deal with 

• The armed forces; 



 
 
 
 

 

• The integrated headquarters of the Ministry, comprising the Army, Naval and Air 

and Defense staff headquarters; 

• The Territorial Army; and 

• Works relating to the three services and procurement exclusive to them, except 

capital acquisitions 

Defense Acquisition Council 

• Highest decision-making body in the Defense Ministry 

• Decides on new policies and capital acquisitions for the three services (Army, Navy 

and Air Force) and the Indian Coast Guard. 

• Minister of Defense is the Chairman of the Council. 

• Formed, after the Group of Ministers recommendations on ‗Reforming the National 

Security System‘, in 2001, post Kargil War (1999). 

Role played by CRPF in the internal security of the country and 

problems faced by the force 

 

Context 

The functioning of the CRPF needs to be revisited. 

Historical background and present status of CRPF 



 
 
 
 

 

Crown Representative Police: In the wake of Independence, a contentious 

administrative issue was over the retention of CRP (Crown Representative Police). 

 The question over the relevance of the force: As the Constitution designated ‗law 

and order‘ as a State subject, the relevance of having a Central police force was 

questioned by everyone 

 But Deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel argued 

vehemently and boldly in favour of it. 

Present-day relevance of the force 

 From having just two battalions as the CRP, the Central Reserve Police Force 

(CRPF) has now expanded to being a three-and-a-half lakh-strong force. 

 Consisting of specialist wings like- 

 The Rapid Action Force. 

 The COBRA (Commando Battalion for Resolute Action). 

 The Special Duty Group. 
 Largest Paramilitary force: It is the largest paramilitary force in the world and 

no other security force of the country has seen expansion at such a rapid rate. 

Importance of the force 

 Security to the country: Providing integrated security to a diverse country of 

continental size is not an easy task. 

 Immediate solution situation: Resolving certain conflicts requires immediate 

solutions for which regular armed forces cannot be deployed. 

 Peacekeeper of the nation: For the reason cited above, we require paramilitary 

forces, and the CRPF is the most sought-after one because of its flexibility and 

versatility. 
 The force has earned its place as the ‗peacekeeper of the nation‘. 

Problems faced by the CRPF 

 A year after Pulwama attack, it is time for the nation to take a relook at the main 

agency dealing with conflicts in different territorial zones. The following 3 are the 

major concerns of the force. 



 
 
 
 

 

1. Pressure taking its toll: The frequent movements lock, stock and barrel are 

taking its toll. 

 There are increasing cases of suicides and fratricides. 

 The anguish caused because of prolonged periods of duty away from one‘s family 

members adds to the pressure experienced the soldiers having their fingers 

constantly on the trigger guard. 

What is being done or needs to be done to address the problem? 

 100-days leave: Though the Home Minister recently stated that CRPF jawans 

would get to spend 100 days with their families every year, considering the present 

levels of commitment, 100 days of leave is an impossible dream for a soldier. 

 Need to revisit the decision of assigning exclusive operations: An easier way out 

here would be to revisit the government‘s decision on tasking specific Central 

Paramilitary Forces exclusively with certain operations. 

 It should be compulsory for recruits to all Central Police Forces to be deployed to 

anti-insurgency roles during their first 15 years of service. 

 They can be shifted, in the next 10 years, to border duties. 

 The last phase of their career should be in static duties. 

2. Rehabilitation of retired personnel 

 Care of welfare and morale: As the Force is deployed to the last man, the welfare 

and morale of the soldiers need to be taken care of. 

 No rehabilitation policy: A large number of personnels are taking voluntary 

retirement, but there is no rehabilitation policy. 

 What is being done or needs to be done to address the problem? 
 The creation of a Welfare and Rehabilitation Board has not made any impact. 

Provision of canteen facilities, without tax exemption, hardly gives the soldiers any 

relief. 

 Another demand that needs to be considered is that of One Rank, One Pension 

scheme. 

3. Leadership issue 

 It is high time the Force develops home-grown leadership. 

 Elements like healthy work culture, ethos and regimentation are very crucial for 

any armed force and they are best guarded by officers born on the cadre. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Steps taken to address the issue 
 The long-overdue Non-Functional Financial Upgradation (NFU) materialised 

only after the judicial intervention. 

 However, the top leadership- made up of IPS officers on deputation- is reluctant to 

implement it. 

Conclusion 

The first anniversary of the Pulwama attacks should enable all stakeholders to 

devise ways and means to plug the loopholes and address the system failures in a 

Force that still remains the most formidable in internal security matters. 

Debate over suitablity of women in combat roles of Indian Army 

 
 The Supreme Court brought women officers in 10 streams of the Army on a par with their male 

counterparts in all respects, setting aside longstanding objections of the government. 

 The case was first filed in the Delhi High Court by women officers in 2003 and had received a favourable 

order in 2010. But the order was never implemented and was challenged by the government. 

Women in Army: Background of the case 

 The induction of women officers in the Army started in 1992. 

 They were commissioned for a period of five years in certain chosen streams such as Army Education 

Corps, Corps of Signals, Intelligence Corps, and Corps of Engineers. 

 Recruits under the Women Special Entry Scheme (WSES) had a shorter pre-commission training period 

than their male counterparts who were commissioned under the Short Service Commission (SSC) 

scheme. 

 In 2006, the WSES scheme was replaced with the SSC scheme, which was extended to women officers. 

They were commissioned for a period of 10 years, extendable up to 14 years. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Serving WSES officers were given the option to move to the new SSC scheme or to continue under the 

erstwhile WSES. 

 They were to be, however, restricted to roles in streams specified earlier — which excluded combat arms 

such as infantry and armoured corps. 

2 key arguments shot down 

 The Supreme Court rejected arguments against a greater role for women officers, saying this violated 

equality under the law. 

 They were being kept out of command posts on the reasoning that the largely rural rank and a file will 

have problems with women as commanding officers. The biological argument was also rejected as 

disturbing. 

 While male SSC officers could opt for permanent commission at the end of 10 years of service, this 

option was not available to women officers. 

 They were, thus, kept out of any command appointment, and could not qualify for government pension, 

which starts only after 20 years of service as an officer. 

 The first batch of women officers under the new scheme entered the Army in 2008. 

Arguments by the govt. 

 The government put forth other arguments before the Supreme Court to justify the proposal on the 

grounds of permanent commission, grants of pensionary benefits, limitations of judicial review on policy 

issues, occupational hazards, reasons for discrimination against women and rationalization on 

physiological limitations for employment in staff appointments. 

 The apex court has rejected these arguments, saying they are ―based on sex stereotypes premised on 

assumptions about socially ascribed roles of gender which discriminate against women‖. 

 It has also said that it only shows the need ―to emphasise the need for change in mindsets to bring about 

true equality in the Army‖. 

Implications of the judgement 

 The SC has done away with all discrimination on the basis of years of service for grant of PC in 10 

streams of combat support arms and services, bringing them on a par with male officers. 

 It has also removed the restriction of women officers only being allowed to serve in staff appointments, 

which is the most significant and far-reaching aspect of the judgment. 

 It means that women officers will be eligible to tenant all the command appointments, at par with male 

officers, which would open avenues for further promotions to higher ranks for them. 

 It also means that in junior ranks and career courses, women officers would be attending the same 

training courses and tenanting critical appointments, which are necessary for higher promotions. 

Way Forward 

 The implications of the judgment will have to be borne by the human resources management department 

of the Army, which will need to change policy in order to comply. 

 But the bigger shift will have to take place in the culture, norms, and values of the rank and file of the 

Army, which will be the responsibility of the senior military and political leadership. 



 
 
 
 

 

 After the Supreme Court‘s progressive decision, they have no choice but to bite the proverbial bullet. 

Need for Joint Commands 

 

 1. The Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Rawat said his office is working on a 

tentative timeline for the establishment of joint commands among the three defence 

services. 

 2. With the creation of the CDS post on December 31, the government has set the ball 

rolling for bringing jointness and integration among the services. 

What are joint commands? 

 1. Simply put, it is a unified command in which the resources of all the services are 

unified under a single commander looking at a geographical theatre. 

 2. It means that a single military commander, as per the requirements, will have the 

resources of the Army, the Navy and the Air Force to manage a security threat. 

 3. The commander of a joint command will have the freedom to train and equip his 

command as per the objective and will have logistics of all the services at his beckoning. 

 4. The three services will retain their independent identities as well. 

 5. A committee headed by Lieutenant General D B Shekatkar had earlier recommended 

three new commands: Northern, for China; Western, for the Pakistan border‘ and 

Southern, for maritime security. 



 
 
 
 

 

Present commands 

 1. There are two tri-services commands at the moment. 

 2. The joint command at the moment, the Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC), is a 

theatre command, which is headed by the chiefs of the three services in rotation. 

 3. It was created in 2001 after a Group of Ministers had given a report on national 

security following the Kargil War. 

 4. The Strategic Forces Command was established in 2006 and is a functional tri-services 

command. 

What is the structure right now? 

 1. There are 17 commands, divided among the three services. The Army and the Air 

Force have seven commands each, while the Navy has three commands. 

 2. The commands under the Army are Northern, Southern, Eastern, Western, Central, 

Southwestern and the Army Training Command. 

 3. The Air Force has Eastern, Western, Southern, Southwestern, Central, Maintenance 

and Training commands, and the Navy is divided into Western, Eastern and Southern 

commands. 

 4. These commands report to their respective services and are headed by three-star 

officers. 

 5. Though these commands are in the same regions, they are no located together. 

Advantages of  joint commands 

 1. One of the main advantages is that the leader of unified command has control over 

more varied resources, compared to the heads of the commands under the services now. 

 2. For instance, the head of one of the proposed commands, Air Defence Command, will 

have under him naval and Army resources, too, which can be used as per the threat 

perception. 

 3. And the officer commanding the Pakistan or China border will have access to the Air 

Force‘s fighter jets and can use them if needed. 

 4. However, that not all naval resources will be given to the Air Defence Command, nor 

will all resources of the Air Force come under another proposed command, Peninsula 

Command, for the coasts. 

 5. The Peninsula Command would give the Navy Chief freedom to look at the larger 

perspective in the entire Indian Ocean Region in which China‘s presence is steadily 

increasing. 

 6. The other key advantage is that through such integration and jointness the three forces 

will be able to avoid duplication of resources. 



 
 
 
 

 

 7. The resources available under each service will be available to other services too. The 

services will get to know one another better, strengthening cohesion in the defence 

establishment. 

How many such commands are expected to roll out? 

 1. While the number of commands India needs is still being studied, the CDS has 

envisaged that there could be between six to nine commands. It is not certain how many 

land-based theatre commands on the borders will come up. 

 2. The CDS said it will be studied, and the study group will be given the options for 

creating two to five theatre commands. 

 3. One possibility is to have single commands looking at the China and Pakistan borders 

respectively, as they are the two major threats. 

 4. The other option is to have a separate command for the border in the J&K region, and 

another command looking at the rest of the western border. 

 5. There could be independent commands looking at the border with China which is 

divided by Nepal. 

 6. A proposed Logistics Command will bring the logistics of all the service under one 

person, and the CDS is also looking at a Training and Doctrine Command so that all 

services work under a common doctrine and have some basic common training. 

Do militaries of other countries have such commands? 

 1. Several major militaries are divided into integrated theatre commands. 

 2. China‘s People‘s Liberation Army has five theatre commands: Eastern, Western, 

Northern, Southern and Central. Its Western Theatre Command is responsible for India. 

 3. The US Armed Forces have 11 unified commands, of which seven are geographic and 

four functional commands. Its geographic commands are Africa, Central, European, 

Indo-Pacific, Northern, Southern and Space. 

 4. Cyber, Special Operations, Transportation and Strategic are its functional commands. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Bay of Bengal Offshore Sailing Expedition (BBSE) 

 
  

Indian Naval Sailing Vessels Mhadei and Tarini set sail for the Bay of Bengal Offshore Sailing 

Expedition from the Indian Naval Ocean Sailing Node at Goa. 
 

BBSE 

 1. This would be the maiden major mixed crew sailing expedition of the Indian 

Navy with crew composition of five naval officers including two women officers 

in each boat. 

 2. It would be covering a total distance of 6,100 Nautical miles each and will be at 

sea for 55 days. 

 3. The prolonged voyage of nearly three months during this expedition would 

showcase harnessing of renewal energy namely wind energy to propel the boats. 

 4. The expedition is also in pursuance of the GOI mission of ‗Nari Shakti‘ 

providing opportunity to women officers at par with men. 

 5. The sailing vessels as part of the expedition would make replenishment halts at 

ports of Phuket, Yangon, Chittagong and Colombo. 

About the vessels 

 1. Mhadei and Tarini inducted in the Indian Navy on 08 February 2009 and 18 

February 2017 respectively have been the vessels of choice for the naval 



 
 
 
 

 

expeditions in various sailing expeditions, including three circumnavigations and 

thus have thousands of miles tucked under their belt. 

 2. Mhadei has successfully completed two circumnavigations, three Cape to Rio 

trans-Atlantic races and several other expeditions around various continents. 

 3. The vessel has covered in excess of 1,36,000 nautical miles. 

 4. Tarini created history in 2017-18 when six Indian Naval women officers sailed 

the vessel on maiden circumnavigation voyage titled Navika Sagar Parikrama. 

 5. She thereafter also participated in mixed crew Kochi to Seychelles sail training 

expedition during the 10th-anniversary celebration of the IONS. 

MH-60 AND APACHE HELICOPTOR 

 
  

During his speech in Ahmedabad, Mr. Trump announced: deals to sell over $3 billion state-of-the-art military 

helicopters and other equipment to the Indian Armed Forces. 

MH-60 Romeo helicopters 

 The incoming 24 multirole MH-60 Romeo helicopters are expected to boost the Indian 

Navy‘s efforts to expand its role in the Indian Ocean Region. 

 The MH-60 Romeo Seahawk, made by defence giant Lockheed Martin, is one of the 

most advanced naval helicopters in the world, used by the US Navy among others. 

 It is the most capable and mature Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) Anti-Surface Warfare 

(ASuW) multi-mission helicopter available in the world today, the makers say. 

 MH-60 Romeo Seahawks have equipped with anti-submarine Mark 54 torpedoes and 

Hellfire air-to-surface missiles, along with precision-kill rockets. 

 It also has an advanced system for passive detection, location, and identification of 

emitters. It can not only track and hunt ships but is also used by the US Navy as an anti-

submarine weapon. 

Apache helicopters 



 
 
 
 

 

 Indian Army will receive six more Apache helicopters in addition to the 22. 

 The Apaches can operate at high altitudes and will be deployed along the Pakistan 

border. The Army is likely to get the helicopters armed with Stinger air-to-air missiles 

and Hellfire Longbow air-to-ground missiles. 

 Among the Apache‘s modern capabilities are the ability to shoot fire-and-forget anti-tank 

missiles, air-to-air missiles, rockets, and other munitions. 

 It also has modern electronic warfare capabilities to provide versatility in network-centric 

aerial warfare. 

 The choppers are all-weather capable and have high agility and survivability against 

battle damage. 

 They can be easily maintained in field conditions as well as during operations in the 

tropical and desert regions. 

EXERCISE INDRADHANUSH 

 

The Indian Air Force (IAF) and Royal Air Force (RAF) jointly commenced the fifth edition of 

Exercise Indradhanush at Air Force Station Hindan. 

Ex. Indradhanush 

 

• It is a joint air force exercise conducted by the Royal Air Force (RAF) of United Kingdom 

and the Indian Air Force (IAF) being held since 2006. 

• The exercise is tasked to enhance mutual operational understanding between the two air 

forces via close interaction. 

• The focus of this edition of the exercise is 'Base Defense and Force Protection'. 

This theme is of significance considering the recent threats to military installations from terror 

elements. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Swathi Weapon Locating radar 

 
 

News– 

• Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) bags $ 40mn defense deal from Armenia for supplied four 

Swathi Weapon Locating Radars (WLR) 

• Swathi WLR was indigenously developed by DRDO and manufactured by BEL. 

• It is an electronically scanned phased array radar 

• It automatically locates hostile artillery, mortars and rocket launchers and tracks friendly fire 

to locate the impact point of friendly artillery fire to issue necessary corrections. 

• The radar is designed to detect projectiles with small cross section across the battle space 

horizon, and has the capability to handle simultaneous fire from weapons deployed at multiple 

locations. 

• The radar uses advanced signal processing techniques for detection and tracking projectiles in 

the presence of ground, weather clutter and other forms of interference in electronic warfare 

scenario. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Naval Exercise – MILAN 2020 

In News: 

• The Indian Navy has postponed its multi-nation mega naval exercise 'MILAN' due 

to continuing spread of the coronavirus. 

• Navies of about 30 friendly foreign countries were to participate in the exercise, 

which was to be hosted by India in Vishakapatnam from 18th - 28th March 2020. 

• It is a biennial, multilateral naval exercise which started in 1995. 

• The Navy has held 10 editions of the Milan exercise to enhance professional 

interactions between friendly foreign navies and learn best practices from each 

other. 

Disputes over Sir Creek 

 

Former Pakistan Minister recalls plan for Sir Creek pact. 

Sir Creek 



 
 
 
 

 

 Sir Creek is a 96-km strip of water disputed between India and Pakistan in the Rann of Kutch 

marshlands. Originally named Ban Ganga, Sir Creek is named after a British representative. 

 The Creek opens up in the Arabian Sea and roughly divides the Kutch region of Gujarat from the 

Sindh Province of Pakistan. 

What’s the dispute? 

 The dispute lies in the interpretation of the maritime boundary line between Kutch and Sindh. 

Before India‘s independence, the provincial region was a part of the Bombay Presidency of 

British India. 

 But after India‘s independence in 1947, Sindh became a part of Pakistan while Kutch remained a 

part of India. 

 Pakistan claims the entire creek as per paragraphs 9 and 10 of the Bombay Government 

Resolution of 1914 signed between then the Government of Sindh and Rao Maharaj of Kutch. 

 The resolution, which demarcated the boundaries between the two territories, included the creek 

as part of Sindh, thus setting the boundary as the eastern flank of the creek popularly known as 

Green Line. 

 But India claims that the boundary lies mid-channel as depicted in another map drawn in 1925, 

and implemented by the installation of mid-channel pillars back in 1924. 

The Genesis  

 The marshland of Sir Creek first became disputed in the early 20th century when the Rao of 

Kutch and the Chief Commissioner of Sindh Province of British India, due to different 

perceptions of the boundaries, laid claims over the creek. 

 The case was taken up by then Government of Bombay, which conducted a survey and mandated 

its verdict in 1914. 

 This verdict has two contradictory paragraphs, which make the India and Pakistan contenders on 

the same issue. 

 Paragraph 9 of this verdict states that the boundary between Kutch and Sindh lies ‗to the east of 

the Creek,‘ (Green Line) which effectively implied that the creek belonged to Sindh and, 

therefore, to Pakistan. 

 On the other hand, Paragraph 10 states that since Sir Creek is navigable most of the year. 

 According to international law and the Thalweg principle, a boundary can only be fixed in the 

middle of the navigable channel, which meant that it has be divided between Sindh and Kutch, 

and thereby India and Pakistan. 

 India has used this para to consistently argue that the boundary needs to be fixed in the middle of 

the creek. 

 Pakistan, however, claims that Sir Creek isn‘t navigable but India claims that since it‘s navigable 

in high tide, the boundary should be drawn from the mid channel. 

What’s the importance of Sir Creek? 



 
 
 
 

 

 Apart from the strategic location, Sir Creek‘s core importance is fishing resources. Sir Creek is 

considered to be among the largest fishing grounds in Asia. 

 Another vital reason for two countries locking horns over this creek is the possible presence of 

great oil and gas concentration under the sea, which are currently unexploited thanks to the 

impending deadlock on the issue. 

UNCLOS supports India’s stand 

 If Thalweg principle is to be upheld, Pakistan would lose a considerable portion of the territory 

that was historically part of the province of Sindh. 

 Acceding to India‘s stance would mean shifting of the land/sea terminus point several kilometres 

to the detriment of Pakistan, leading in turn to a loss of several thousand square kilometres of its 

Exclusive Economic Zone under the United Nations Convention on Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 

War in 1965 and tribunal 

 After the 1965 war, British Prime Minister Harold Wilson successfully persuaded both countries 

to end hostilities and set up a tribunal to resolve the dispute. 

 The verdict of the tribunal came in 1968 which saw Pakistan getting 10% of its claim of 9,000 

km (3,500 sq. miles). 

 Since 1969, 12 rounds of talks have been held over the issue of Sir Creek, but both sides have 

denied reaching any solution. 

 The region fell amid tensions in 1999 after the Pakistan Navy shot down a MiG-21 fighter plane, 

but the last rounds of talks were held in 2012. Since then it‘s been status quo. 

Defense Procurement Procedure 

Raksha Mantri unveiled the draft Defense Procurement Procedure (DPP) 2020 that aims at 

further increasing indigenous manufacturing and reducing timelines for procurement of 

defense equipment. 

Defense Procurement Procedure 

• The draft of DPP 2020 has been prepared by a review committee headed by Director 

General (Acquisition) based on the recommendations of all stakeholders, including 

private industry. 

• The first DPP was promulgated in 2002 and has since been revised a number of times to 

provide impetus to the growing domestic industry and achieve enhanced self-reliance in 

defense manufacturing. 

Features: 



 
 
 
 

 

• The government is constantly striving to formulate policies to empower the private industry 

including MSMEs in order to develop the eco-system for indigenous defense production. 

• The major changes proposed in the new DPP are: 

 1) Indigenous Content ratio hiked 

• The draft proposes increasing the Indigenous Content (IC) stipulated in various categories 

of procurement by about 10% to support the 'Make in India' initiative. 

• A simple and realistic methodology has been included for verification of indigenous content 

for the first time. 

2) New Category: ―Buy Global‖ Manufacturers in India 

• It has been introduced with minimum 50% indigenous content on cost basis of total contract 

value. 

• Only the minimum necessary will be bought from abroad while the balance quantities will 

be manufactured in India. 

• This would be in preference to the 'Buy Global' category as manufacturing will happen in 

India and jobs will be created in the country. 

3) Leasing introduced as a new category 

• Leasing has been introduced as a new category for acquisition in addition to existing 'Buy' 

and 'Make' categories to substitute huge initial capital outlays with periodical rental 

payments. 

• Leasing is permitted under two categories e, Lease (Indian) where lessor is an Indian entity 

and is the owner of the assets and Lease (Global) where lessor is a global entity. 

• This will be useful for military equipment not used in actual warfare like transport fleets, 

trainers, simulators, etc. 

4) Product support 

• The scope and options for product support have been widened to include contemporary 

concepts in vogue, namely Performance Based Logistics (PBL), Life Cycle Support 

Contract (LCSC), Comprehensive Maintenance Contract (CMC), etc. to optimize life 

cycle support for equipment. 

• The capital acquisition contract would normally also include support for five years beyond 

the warranty period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

India and France conduct joint patrols 

 

In News: 

• India and France have conducted joint patrols from the Reunion Island for the first time. 

• The patrol was conducted by a P-8I aircraft with French Navy personnel on board. 

• The surveillance was done in the southern Indian Ocean off Mauritius. 

Do you know? 

• Réunion Island is a French department in the Indian Ocean. 

• It is known for its volcanic, rainforested interior, coral reefs and beaches. 

 Important Value Additions: 

• France is the first country to deploy a liaison officer at the Indian Navy's Information 

Fusion Center (IFC-IOR) as part of efforts to improve maritime domain awareness 

(MDA). 

• France has steadily emerged as a major strategic partner for India with defense deals and 

increased military-to-military engagement. 

• The Indian Navy is currently inducting French Scorpene conventional submarines, being 

built in India under technology transfer. 

• The Indian Air Force will soon get the first batch of its 36 Rafale fighter jets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Q) India and France conducted joint patrols from which of the following islands 

recently? 

a. Reunion Island 

b. Maldives 

c. Seychelles 

d. Rodrigues 

'Exercise NCC Yogdan' started 

In News: 

• Ministry of Defense (MoD) has allowed temporary employment of NCC cadets under 

‗Exercise NCC Yogdan‘. 

• These cadets will give a helping hand to state and municipal authorities to augment relief 

efforts against COVID-19. 

Important value additions: 

National Cadet Corps 

• It is the youth wing of Armed Forces with its Headquarters at New Delhi. 

• It is open to school and college students on voluntary basis. 

• It engaged in grooming the youth of the country into disciplined and patriotic citizens. 

 

Delivery of S-400 air defense missile systems to be on schedule 

In News: 

• It has been reported that all the major military contracts between Russia and India, 

including the deliveries of S-400 air defense missile systems, will be on schedule despite 

the coronavirus pandemic. 

Important value additions: 

 

S-400 



 
 
 
 

 

• India had signed a $ 5 billion deal with Russia to buy the S-400 air defense missile 

systems in 2018. 

• The system is also known as the 'Triumf' interceptor-based missile system. 

• It can simultaneously track numerous incoming objects - all kinds of aircraft, missiles and 

UAVs - in a radius of 400km and launch appropriate missiles to neutralize them. 

• The S-400 is Russia‘s most advanced long-range surface-to-air missile defense system. 

• Russia plans to complete the delivery by 2025. 

• The U.S. imposed sanctions on Russia under the stringent Countering America's 

Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) for manufacturing S-400. 

• The law also provides for punitive action against countries purchasing defense hardware 

from Russia. 

 

Unlawful Activities and (Prevention) Act (UAPA) 

Context: Civil rights activist Gautam Navlakha and Prof Teltumbde surrendered before the 

NIA court on orders of Supreme Court. 

Brief History of the case 

• In 2018, violence broke out at the 200th anniversary celebration of a Bhima-Koregaon 

battle primarily between Dalits & upper caste people 

• Clashes then broke out across the Maharashtra state 

• Police have alleged that several activists & academics including Prof Teltumbde (a Dalit) 

and his organization Elgar Parishad, as responsible for the violence that erupted in Bhima 

Koregaon 

• They have been charged under UAPA and accused of having Maoist links. 

About Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 

• The UAPA, an upgrade on the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act TADA 

(lapsed in 1995) and the Prevention of Terrorism Act - POTA (repealed in 2004) was 

passed in the year 1967 

• It aims at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India. 

• Till 2004, ―unlawful‖ activities referred to actions related to secession and cession of 

territory. 

• The 2004 amendment, added "terrorist act" to the list of offences. 

• Under the act, the investigating agency can file a charge sheet in maximum 180 days after 

the arrests and the duration can be extended further after intimating the court. 

• Powers to Union Government: If Center deems an activity as unlawful then it may, by way 

of an Official Gazette, declare it so. 

• It has death penalty and life imprisonment as highest punishments. 



 
 
 
 

 

2019 Amendment of UAPA 

• The act was amended to designate individuals as terrorists on certain grounds provided in 

the Act. 

 Earlier only organizations could be declared as such 

 Not designing individuals as terrorists, would give them an opportunity to circumvent 

the law and regroup under different name 

 It empowers the Director General of NIA to grant approval of seizure or attachment of 

property when the case is investigated by NIA 

 Earlier it required the consent of State Police which delayed the process 

 It empowers the officers of the NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to investigate 

cases of terrorism 

 This will help solve the human resource crunch in the NIA. 

Criticism of UAPA 

• Experiences of anti-terror laws in India such as POTA and TADA reveals that they are 

often misused and abused. 

• The law could also be used against political opponents and civil society activists who 

speak against the government and brand them as "terrorists." 

• Critics argue that the law, especially after 2019 amendment gives unfettered powers to 

investigating agencies. 

• Some experts feel that it is against the federal structure, given that ‗Police‘ is a state 

subject under 7th schedule of Indian Constitution. 

The National Cyber Coordination Center issues guidelines against Zoom 

app 

In News: 

• The National Cyber Coordination Center (CyCord), under the Union Ministry of Home 

Affairs (MHA), issued a set of guidelines for safe usage of Zoom - a web based video 

conferencing tool. 

• The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has issued an advisory that the Zoom is not a safe 

platform. 

Key takeaways: 

• USA based ZOOM video communication has seen an exponential rise in usage in India as 

office-goers remain at home owing to the present lockdown. 

• The software used in the online platform is said to be made in China and some calls were 

being routed through servers in China. 



 
 
 
 

 

Important value additions: 

The National Cyber Coordination Center (NCCC) 

• The NCCC was developed in 2017. 

• It is an operational cybersecurity and e-surveillance agency in India. 

• It is intended to screen communication metadata (little snippets of information hidden 

inside each communication) and co-ordinate the intelligence gathering activities of other 

agencies. 

• Some have expressed concern that the body could encroach on Indian citizens' privacy and 

civil-liberties, given the lack of explicit privacy laws in the country. 

• Components of the NCCC include: 

 

 a cybercrime prevention strategy, 

 cybercrime investigation training and 

 review of outdated laws. 

• Indian and U.S. intelligence agencies are also working together to curb misuse of social 

media platforms in the virtual world by terror groups 

Zoom 

• It is a web-based video conferencing tool with a local, desktop client and a mobile app that 

allows users to meet online, with or without video. 

Kasowal bridge 

• Border Roads Organization (BRO) has constructed and opened a new permanent bridge on 

the 'Ravi River' connecting Kasowal enclave in Punjab to the rest of the country. 

• The 484-meter bridge was built by Border Roads Task Force (BRTF) of Project Chetak. 

• The enclave was previously connected via temporary bridge of limited load capacity 

which had to be dismantled every year prior to the Monsoon. 

Exercise 'Pitch Black' 

• Pitch Black 2020, Australia‘s premier multilateral air combat training exercise has been 

canceled due to the COVID-19 situation. 

• In its last edition in 2018, the Indian Air Force (IAF) deployed fighter aircraft for the first 

time. 

• The bilateral naval exercise AUSINDEX (between Australia and India), early last year, 

saw participation of the largest Australian contingent ever to India with over 1,000 

personnel. 



 
 
 
 

 

Global Terrorism Index (GTI), 2019: India ranks seventh worst 

terrorism affected country 

In News: 

• India is ranked as seventh worst terrorism affected country in Global Terrorism Index 

(GTI) 2019 report. 

• India is even worse affected than other conflict-ridden countries like Democratic Republic 

of Congo, South Sudan, Sudan, Burkina Faso, Palestine and Lebanon. 

• Meanwhile, India‘s think tank, NITI Aayog has questioned the methodology adopted by 

the report. 

Key takeaways: 

• Deaths from terrorism fell for the fourth consecutive year, after peaking in 2014. 

• Afghanistan has replaced Iraq as the most affected country by terrorism. 

• India has moved to the seventh position from the previous critical eighth in the annual 

Global Terrorism Index (GTI) 2019. 

• Other countries ahead of India are: 

 Afghanistan (most affected) 

 Iraq 

 Nigeria 

 Syria 

 Pakistan 

 Somalia 

Important value additions: 

The Global Terrorism Index (GTI) 

• It is a report published annually by the Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP), a global 

think tank 

• It is headquartered in Sydney, Australia. 

• The index provides a comprehensive summary of the key global trends and patterns in 

terrorism since 2000. 

• GTI scores are directly used in the Global Peace Index, the Global Slavery Report, 

• It is also indirectly used in reports of World Economic Forum's Travel and Tourism 

Competitiveness and Global Competitiveness Indices and compilation of Safe Cities 

Index by the Economist Intelligence Unit. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Defense Testing Infrastructure Scheme (DTIS) approved 

In News: 

• To give a boost to domestic defense and aerospace manufacturing, Defense Testing 

Infrastructure Scheme (DTIS) was approved recently with an outlay of Rs 400 crore. 

• State of the art testing infrastructure shall be created for the defense sector under this 

scheme. 

Key takeaways: 

• Six to eight new test facilities in partnership with private industry shall be set up. 

• This will facilitate indigenous defense production and reduce imports of military 

equipment making the country self-reliant. 

• The projects will be provided with up to 75% government funding in the form of 'Grant-

in-Aid'. 

• The remaining 25% of the project cost will have to be borne by the Special Purpose 

Vehicle (SPV). 

• The constituents of SPV will be Indian private entities and state governments. 

• The SPVs will be registered under Companies Act 2013 and shall also operate and 

maintain all assets under the scheme, in a self-sustainable manner by collecting user 

charges. 

Number-18 - Flying Bullets 

• The Indian Air Force (IAF) is set to operationalize its squadron called the Number-18 - 

Flying Bullets with a fleet of the Light Combat Aircraft, LCA Tejas at its Sulur base near 

Coimbatore. 

• It will be launched by the Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal. 

• It will be the second Indian Air Force squadron to operate with the modern multi-role light 

fighter aircraft. 

• The No.18 Squadron was formed in 1965. 

• It has the distinction of being the first to land and operate from Srinagar. 

• It was revived on the 1st April 2020 at the Sulur base. 

• The LCA Tejas is a tailless, fourth generation, compound delta-wing aircraft developed by 

the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited. 

• The supersonic combat aircraft is considered the lightest and the smallest of its kind. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Missile Park "AGNEEPRASTHA" 

• Foundation Stone for a Missile Park "AGNEEPRASTHA" was laid at INS Kalinga, 

Visakhapatnam. 

• It will be dedicated to all the Officers, Sailors and Support Staff of INS Kalinga. 

• It aims to capture glimpses of Missile History of INS Kalinga since 1981 till date. 

• The main attraction is P-70 'Ametist', an underwater launched anti-ship missile from the 

arsenal of the old 'Chakra' (Charlie-1 submarine) which was in service during 1988-91. 

 

Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle (DSRV) Complex inaugrated 

In News: 

• The Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle (DSRV) Complex was recently inaugurated by 

Vice Admiral, Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief of Eastern Naval Command (ENC) at 

Visakhapatnam. 

• It has been designed to accommodate the newly inducted Submarine Rescue System and to 

store the DSRV assets in a rescue-ready state. 

Important value additions 

Submarine Rescue system 

• It consists of a Submarine Rescue Vessel, a Remote Operations Vehicle, Side Scan Sonar 

and associated equipment. 

• It also has Diver Decompression Chambers and hyperbaric (involving a gas at a pressure 

greater than normal) medical equipment to decompress submariners after being rescued 

from a sunken submarine. 

• It can be rapidly mobilized by air or road to facilitate submarine rescue operations even at 

distant locations. 

• The Indian Navy has inducted two such systems which will provide rescue cover to 

submarines on the West and East coast of India respectively. 

• Currently, there are about 40 nations that operate submarines in the world out of which 

only a few have any form of submarine rescue capability. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

CAPTAIN ARJUN launched to intensify the screening and surveillance 

at railway stations 

 In News: 

• Railway Protection Force, Pune, under the Central Railways, has launched a robotic 

'CAPTAIN ARJUN' (Always be Responsible and Just Use to be Nice) to intensify the 

screening and surveillance. 

Key takeaways 

• This robot is launched to screen passengers while they board trains and keep a watch on 

anti-social elements. 

• It can be deployed for multiple uses and it is an effective element in station access control 

and will augment the station security plan. 

• It is equipped with a motion sensor, one PTZ camera and one Dome Camera. 

• The cameras use artificial intelligence algorithms to track suspicious and antisocial 

activity. 

• It does thermal screening and records the temperature in a digital display panel. 

 

 

 

Darbuk-Shyok-Daulat Beg Oldie (DSDBO) Road 

 

In News: 



 
 
 
 

 

• In the reporting on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) stand-off, the Darbuk-Shyok-Daulat 

Beg Oldie (DSDBO) road has often appeared. 

• The Chinese build-up along the Galwan River valley region poses a direct threat to the 

DSDBO road. 

• It is the 255-km long all-weather road built by India‘s Border Roads Organization (BRO) 

in eastern Ladakh. 

• It runs almost parallel to the Line of Actual Control (LAC) at Aksai Chin. 

• In October 2019, Defense Minister inaugurated a 500-m-long Bailey Bridge on the road. 

• The bridge is named after Colonel Chewang Rinchen, an Indian Army hero from Ladakh. 

• Located at 14,650 ft, it is believed to be the worst highest such bridge. 

• DSDBO connects Leh to Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO), the northernmost corner of Indian 

territory in Ladakh. 

• DBO has the highest highest airstrip. 

SIPRI Yearbook 2020 launched 

In News: 

• The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) launched the findings of 

SIPRI Yearbook 2020, which assesses the current state of armaments, disarmament and 

international security. 

Key takeaways 

• Amount of nuclear weapons possessed by 9 nuclear-armed nations together decreased 

from 13,865 (2020) to 13,400 (2019). 

• These nuclear-armed nations are: 

 The United States 

 Russia 

 United Kingdom 

 France 

 China 

 India 

 Pakistan 

 Israel 

 North Korea 

• Despite an overall decrease, all nuclear weapon-possessing states continue to modernize 

their nuclear arsenals. 

• Russia and the United States together possess more than 90% of global nuclear weapons. 

• China and Pakistan possess more nuclear weapons than India. 

• In 2019, India had 130–140 warheads. 



 
 
 
 

 

• China is developing a nuclear triad for the first time, made up of new land- and sea-based 

missiles and nuclear-capable aircraft. 

Important value additions 

Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) 

• It is an international institute based in Stockholm, Sweden. 

• It was established in 1966. 

• It is dedicated to research into conflict, armaments, arms control and disarmament. 

• It provides data, analysis and recommendations, based on open sources, to policymakers, 

researchers, media and the interested public. 

 

World Drug Report: India in top five list 

According to the latest World Drug Report of the United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime (UNODC), the fourth highest seizure of opium in 2018 was reported from India, 

after Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Drug seizures in India and neighborhood 

• The maximum of 644 tonnes of opium was seized in Iran, followed by 27 tonnes in 

Afghanistan and 19 tonnes in Pakistan. 

• In India, the figure stood at four tonnes in 2018. 

Heroin 

• Heroin is manufactured from the morphine extracted from the seed pod of opium poppy 

plants. 

• Iran reported the highest seizure of heroin (25 tons), followed by Turkey, United States, 

China, Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

• India was at the 12th position in the world. 

Global pattern 

• 97% of the total global production of opium in the past five years came from only three 

countries. 

• About 84% of the total opium was produced in Afghanistan, from where it is supplied to 

neighboring countries, Europe, west Asia, south Asia and Africa. 



 
 
 
 

 

• From Myanmar, which accounts for 7% of the global opium production, and Laos, where 

1% of the opium is produced, it is supplied to east and south-east Asia and Oceania. 

• Mexico accounts for 6% of the global opium production, while Colombia and Guatemala 

account for less than 1% of global production. 

Some other details 

• The report said that the global area under opium poppy cultivation declined for the second 

year in a row in 2019. 

• It went down by 17% in 2018 and by 30% in 2019. 

• Despite the decline in cultivation, opium production remained stable in 2019, with higher 

yields reported in the main opium production areas. 

• Quantities of seized opiates remained concentrated in Asia, notably in south-west Asia 

(70%). 

• Asia is host to more than 90% of global illicit opium production. 

• Also, it is the largest consumption market for opiates and also accounts for almost 80% of 

all opiates seized worldwide in 2018. 

NATGRID and NCRB 

In news: 

• National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) has signed an MoU with the National Crime 

Records Bureau (NCRB) to access the centralized online database on FIRs and stolen 

vehicles. 

• The MoU will give NATGRID access to the Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and 

Systems (CCTNS) database. 

About NATGRID: 

• NATGRID is a post Mumbai 26/11 attack measure. 

• It aims to mitigate a vital deficiency - lack of real time information, which was considered 

to be one of the major hurdles in detecting US terror suspect David Headley's movement 

across the country during his multiple visits between 2006 and 2009. 

• NATGRID is an ambitious counter terrorism programme, which will use technologies like 

Big Data and analytics to study and analyze the huge amounts of data from various 

intelligence and enforcement agencies to help track suspected terrorists and prevent 

terrorist attacks. 



 
 
 
 

 

• NATGRID is an online database for collating scattered pieces of information from more 

than 20 organizations in the field of telecom, tax records, bank, immigration, etc. to 

enable the generation of intelligence inputs. 

• At least 10 central agencies like IB, R&AW and others will have access to the data on a 

secured platform for counter-terror investigations. 

Do you know? 

• NATGRID is exempted from the Right to Information Act, 2005 under sub-section (2) of 

Section 24. 

• The project aims to go live by December 31 and all state police are mandated to file FIRs 

in the CCTNS. 

About NCRB 

• NCRB was set-up in 1986 to function as a repository of information on crime and 

criminals so as to assist the investigators in linking crime to the perpetrators, based on the 

recommendations of the National Police Commission (1977–1981) 

• It was set up by merging the Directorate of Coordination and Police Computer (DCPC), 

Inter State Criminals Data Branch of CBI, Central Finger Print Bureau of CBI, and 

Statistical Branch of BPR & D. 

• NCRB was entrusted with the responsibility for monitoring, coordinating and 

implementing the crime and criminal tracking network & systems (CCTNS) project in 

the year 2009. 

• CCTNS connects 15000+ police stations and 6000 higher offices of police in the country. 

• In 2017, NCRB launched National Digital Police Portal- It allows search for a criminal / 

suspect on the CCTNS database apart from providing various services to citizens like 

filing of complaints online and seeking antecedent verification of tenants, domestic helps, 

drivers. 

 

Passage Exercise (PASSEX) 

In news: 

• Indian naval ships conducted a Passage Exercise (PASSEX) with the U.S. Navy's USS 

Nimitz carrier strike group near the Andaman and Nicobar islands as it is transiting the 

Indian Ocean. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The exercise comes amid a high alert by the Navy in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) due 

to the stand¬off with China along the border in Ladakh. 

Do you know? 

• As part of this exercise, four frontline naval ships, Shivalik, Sahyadri, Kamorta and Rana 

including a stealth corvette, teamed up with carrier USS Nimitz and three other U.S. 

ships in the eastern Indian Ocean near the islands. 

• On June 27, JS Kashima and JS Shimayuki from the Japanese Maritime Self Defense 

Force (JMSDF) training squadron had conducted a PASSEX with INS Rana and INS 

Kulish in the Indian Ocean. 

• The Navy is keeping a close watch on the movement in the IOR of Chinese naval ships, 

whose presence has gone up considerably over the years in the name of anti¬piracy 

patrols. In 2017, China opened its first overseas military base in Djibouti in the Horn of 

Africa. 

 

Great Prophet 14 exercise 

About: 

• Iran began its annual Payambar-e A'zam 14 ("Great Prophet 14") military exercises - an 

exercise designed to showcase Iranian air and naval power to the rest of the world. 

• The exercise was held in the Strait of Hormuz, is meant to demonstrate Iran's asymmetric 

military capabilities, including diving commandos, raiders, and helicopter-mounted anti-

ship missiles. 


