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PARDONING POWERS OF PRESIDENT 

Context: The President has commuted death sentences to life 

imprisonment in at least 20 cases over the past nine years, based on 

the recommendations received from the Ministry of Home Affairs 

(MHA). 

 Clemency powers of the President under article 72: 

It says that the President shall have the power to grant pardons, 

reprieves, respites or remissions of punishment or to suspend, remit or 

commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offence. 

• Pardon –A pardon completely absolves the offender from all sentences 

and punishment and disqualifications and places him in the same 

position as if he had never committed the offence. 

• Commutation– Commutation means exchange of one thing for another. 

In simple words to replace the punishment with less severe 

punishment. For example for rigorous imprisonment-simple 

imprisonment. 

• Reprieve - Reprieve means temporary suspension of death sentence. 

For example- pending a proceeding for pardon or commutation. 

• Respite - Respite means awarding a lesser punishment on some special 

grounds. For example- the Pregnancy of women offender. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Remissions– Remission means the reduction of the amount of sentence 

without changing its character, for example, a sentence of 1 year may 

be remitted to 6 months. 

 The President can exercise these powers: 

1. In all cases where the punishment or sentence is by a court martial; 

2. In all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an offense 

against any law relating to a matter to which the executive power of 

the union extends; 

   3. In all cases where the sentence is a sentence of death. 

 The pardoning power of President is wider than the governor and it 

differs in the following two ways: 

1. The power of the President to grant pardon extends in cases where the 

punishment or sentence is by a Court Martial but Article 161 does not 

provide any such power to the Governor. 

2. The President can grant pardon in all cases where the sentence is given 

sentence of death but pardoning power of Governor does not extend to 

death sentence cases. 

 Key facts: 

• This power of pardon shall be exercised by the President on the advice 

of Council of Ministers. 

• Further, the constitution does not provide for any mechanism to 

question the legality of decisions of President or governors exercising 

mercy jurisdiction. 



 
 
 
 

 

• But the SC in Epuru Sudhakar case has given a small window for judicial 

review of the pardon powers of President and governors for the 

purpose of ruling out any arbitrariness. 

• The court has previously held that court has retained the power of 

judicial review even on a matter which has been vested by the 

Constitution solely in the Executive. 

NGO UNDER PURVIEW OF RTI 

Context: 

• Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) receiving substantial financing 

from the government are bound to give information to the public under 

the RTI Act, the Supreme Court. (D.A.V. College Trust and Management 

Society Vs. Director of Public Instructions) 

• Institutions like schools, colleges and hospitals which receive substantial 

aid from the government both directly or indirectly in the form of land 

at discounted rate are also bound to give information to the citizens 

under the Right to Information (RTI) Act. 

Why? 

• Several schools and colleges and associations running this educational 

institution have moved the apex court considering that NGOs are not 

covered under the RTI Act 

Do you know? 



 
 
 
 

 

• Non-governmental organizations which were substantially financed by 

the appropriate government fall within the ambit of 'public authority' 

under section 2 (h) of the Right to Information Act, 2005. 

• Under this section of the RTI Act, 'public authority' means "any 

authority or body or institution of self-government established or 

constituted by or under the Constitution and included… any non-

government organization substantially financed directly or indirectly by 

funds provided by the appropriate government. " 

• 'Substantial' means a large portion which can be both, direct or indirect. 

For instance, if land in a city is given free of cost or at a heavily subsidized 

rate to hospitals, educational institutions or other bodies, it can qualify 

as sufficient financing. 

Political parties: 

• The Law Commission opines that political parties are the lifeblood of 

our entire constitutional system. 

• Political parties act as a conduit through which interests and issues of 

the people get represented in Parliament. 

• Since elections are predominantly contested on party lines in our 

parliamentary democratic polity, the agenda of the potential 

government is set by them. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Transparency in political parties: 

• In 2010, the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) filed an 

application under the RTI to all national parties, seeking information 

about the "10 maximum voluntary contributions". 

• None of the national political parties volunteered to disclose the 

information. 

• Consequently, ADR and RTI activist Subhash Agarwal filed a petition 

with the Central Information Commission (CIC). 

• In 2013, a full bench of the CIC delivered a historic judgment by 

declaring that all national parties came under ‘public authorities’ and 

were within the purview of the RTI Act. 

• Notwithstanding the binding value of the CIC’s, none of the six political 

parties complied with it 

• Finally, in 2019, a PIL was filed in the Supreme Court seeking a 

declaration of political parties as ‘public authority’ and the matter is 

sub judice 

Ambedkar‟s remarks: 

“The working of a Constitution does not depend wholly upon the nature 

of the Constitution. The Constitution can provide only the organs of 

state… the factors on which the working of those organs of the state 

depend on the people and the political parties they will set up as their 

instruments to carry out their wishes and their politics. ” 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Implication: 

• It can be argued that national parties are 'substantially' financed by the 

Central government. 

• If an entity gets substantial finance from the government, there is no 

reason why any citizen cannot ask for information to find out whether 

his / her money which has been given to the entity is being used for the 

requisite purpose or not. 

Explained: Why Lok Sabha strength is still 543 

POSTED ON 

News 

• Last week, former Union Minister has said that the number of Lok 

Sabha seats should be rationalized on the basis of population. 

• The composition of the Lower House has remained more or less the 

same for four decades. 

Strength of Lok Sabha 

• Article 81 of the Constitution defines the composition of the House of 

the People or Lok Sabha. 

• It states that the House shall not consist of more than 550 elected 

members of whom not more than 20 will represent UTs. 

• Under Article 331, the President can nominate up to two Anglo-Indians 

if he / she feels the community is inadequately represented in the 

House. 



 
 
 
 

 

• At present, the strength of the Lok Sabha is 543, of which 530 have 

been allocated to the states and the rest to the UTs. 

In proportion to population 

• Article 81 also mandates that the number of Lok Sabha seats allotted to 

a state would be such that the ratio between that number and the 

population of the state is, as far as possible, the same for all states. 

• This is to ensure that every state is equally represented. However, this 

logic does not apply to small states whose population is not more than 

60 lakh. 

• So, at least one seat is allocated to every state even if it means that its 

population-to-seat-ratio is not enough to qualify it for that seat. 

• As per Clause 3 of Article 81, population, for the purpose of allocation of 

seats, means "population as ascertained at the last preceding census of 

which the relevant figures have been published". 

• In other words, the last published Census. 

• But, by an amendment to this Clause in 2003, the population now 

means population as per the 1971 Census, until the first Census taken 

after 2026. 

543 served there from beginning 

• Originally Article 81 provided that the Lok Sabha shall not have more 

than 500 members. The first House constituted in 1952 had 497. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Since the Constitution provides for population as the basis of 

determining allocation of seats, the lower House's composition has also 

changed with each Census up to 1971. 

• A temporary freeze was imposed in 1976 on ‘Delimitation’ until 2001. 

• Delimitation is the process of redrawing boundaries of Lok Sabha and 

state assembly seats to represent changes in the population. 

• However, the composition of the house did not change only with 

delimitation exercises in 1952, 1963, 1973 and 2002. 

• There were other circumstances as well. For instance, the first change in 

the composition of Lok Sabha occurred in 1953 after the reorganization 

of the state of Madras. 

When it was changed 

• With a new state of Andhra Pradesh carved out, 28 of Madras's 75 seats 

went to Andhra Pradesh. The total strength of the House (497) did not 

change. 

• The first major change took place after the overall reorganization of 

states in 1956, which divided the country into 14 states and six UTs. 

• This meant subsequent changes in the boundaries of existing states and 

hence, a change in the allocation of seats to the states and UTs. 

• So with reorganization the government also amended the Constitution 

by which the maximum number of seats allocated to the states 

remained 500, but an additional 20 seats (also maximum limit) were 

added to represent the six UTs. 



 
 
 
 

 

• So the second Lok Sabha elected in 1957 had 503 members. 

• Further down the years, the lower House's composition also changed 

when the state of Haryana was carved out of Punjab in 1966 and when 

Goa and Daman and Diu were liberated. 

When it was frozen, and why 

• As per Article 81, the composition of the Lok Sabha should represent 

changes in population. But it has remained more or less the same since 

the delimitation carried out based on the 1971 Census. 

• The population-to-seat ratio, as mandated under Article 81, should be 

the same for all states. 

• Although unintended, this implied that states that took little interest in 

population control could end up with a greater number of seats in 

Parliament. 

• The southern states that promoted family planning faced the possibility 

of having their seats reduced. 

• To allay these fears, the Constitution was amended during Indira 

Gandhi's Emergency Rule in 1976 to suspend delimitation until 2001. 

Postponed till 2026 

• Although the freeze on the number of seats in Lok Sabha and 

Assemblies should have been lifted after the Census of 2001, another 

amendment postponed this until 2026. 



 
 
 
 

 

• This was justified on the ground that a uniform population growth rate 

would be achieved throughout the country by 2026. 

• So, the last delimitation exercise - started in July 2002 and finished on 

May 31, 2008 was conducted on the basis of the 2001 Census and only 

readjusted boundaries of existing LS and Assembly seats and reworked 

the number of seats reserved for SCs and STs. 

What next? 

• With the total seats remaining the same since the 1970s, it is felt that 

states in north India, whose population has increased faster than the 

rest of the country, are now underrepresented in the Parliament. 

• It is often argued that had the original provision of Article 81 been 

implemented today, then states like UP, Bihar and MP would have 

gained seats and those in the south would have lost some. 

Statistical report for general election 2019 

In News 

• The Election Commission of India has officially released the statistical 

report for general election 2019. 

• Some of the key findings of the report are: 

• The overall polling percentage in the last parliamentary election, 

including postal ballots, was 67.4%, which is the highest ever turnout in 

a Lok Sabha poll. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Nearly 86% of the 8,026 candidates in the recent Lok Sabha poll 

forfeited their deposits. 

• The national turnout among women electors was marginally higher at 

67.18% as compared to male electors (67%). The turnout of women 

voters surpassed the male turnout figures in 17 states / union 

territories, including Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand. 

• As per the state-wise turnout figures, Lakshadweep recorded the 

highest turnout at 85.21% across all states and UTs, followed by 

Nagaland (83%). Jammu and Kashmir recorded the lowest turnout at 

44.97%. 

• Dhubri in Assam emerged as the constituency with the highest turnout 

of 90.66% while Anantnag in J&K recorded the lowest turnout of 8.98% 

• Postal ballots received in the 2019 parliamentary poll totaled around 28 

lakh, though only around 22.8 lakh were found to be valid with over 5 

lakh rejected. 

• On the final vote share of national parties, BJP polled 37.76% of valid 

votes, Congress 19.7%, Trinamool 4.11%, BSP 3.67%, CPM 1.77%, NCP 

1.4% and CPI 0.59%. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

NATIONAL MEDICAL COMMISSION 

 

Context: Government selects 25 members of National Medical 

Commission. 

For selection members of the commission, that replaces the Medical 

Council of India (MCI), health ministry held a draw of lots. 

• The draw of lot was held from the nominations sent by the state 

governments, union territories and state medical councils. 

• The members include 10 Vice-Chancellors (VCs) from different states, 

nine members from the State Medical Councils (SMCs) and four part-

time members from the autonomous boards. 

 About NMC: 

National Medical Commission Act 2019 proposes set up a National 

Medical Commission with 25 members. 

Appointment: These members will be appointed by the central 

government on the recommendation of a committee. 



 
 
 
 

 

Composition: The members will include a chairperson, who must be a 

senior medical practitioner and academic with at least 20 years of 

experience, 10 ex officio members and 14 part-time members. 

The ex officio members will include the presidents of the undergraduate 

and postgraduate medical education boards, the director general of the 

Indian Council of Medical Research, and a director of one of the AIIMS, 

among others. 

Part-time members, on the other hand, will include experts from the field 

of management, law, medical ethics, etc. and nominees of states and 

union territories. 

Functions of NMC: 

• The NMC will frame policies for regulating medical institutions and 

medical professionals, assessing the requirements of healthcare-related 

human resources and infrastructure, and ensuring compliance by the 

State Medical Councils of the regulations made under the Bill. 

• Besides this, the NMC will frame guidelines for determination of fees for 

up to 50 per cent of the seats in private medical institutions and 

deemed universities which are regulated under the Bill. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

RTI Act - amendments, analysis 

 

Context 

The new rules of RTI Act based on July 2019 amendments to the 2005 

Right to Information Act downgraded the office of the chief and other 

information commissioners at the center and in the states. 

Background 

• Parity with CEC broken - So far the CIC received the same salary and 

perks as that of the Chief Election Commissioner or a judge of the 

Supreme Court. 

• Now on par with Cabinet Secretary - The new rules make the CIC an 

equivalent of the cabinet secretary and central information 

commissioners the same as secretary to the government in terms of 

salary. In the states, the downgrading will be to the level of a secretary 

to the government, and additional secretary respectively. 

• Tenure - The tenure has been reduced from 5 years to 3. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Powers of CIC 

• These reductions are not simply a matter of pay. 

• Power of ICs undermined- The CICs and ICs at both the center and the 

states have the power to review the functioning of government public 

information officers, and intervene on behalf of citizens seeking 

information about decisions of the government. This stands 

undermined. 

• Lack of enforcing powers - these officers have zero powers to enforce 

their orders, except the imposition of a fine for non-compliance. 

• Authority exercised - Over the years, government departments coughed 

out information because they were seen in the same league and of the 

same authority as the CEC and Supreme Court judges. 

History of attacks on RTI 

• Governments at the center and states have pushed back against the 

promise of transparency in the RTI Act. 

• Tampered appointments - Appointments to the posts have been used 

to grant sinecures to favored retired bureaucrats or dispense favors to 

camp-followers. 

• Poor strength - There has been an enormous reluctance in many states 

to appoint the full strength of commissioners, leading to a large 

pendency. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Rejection of requests - The CIC returns a large number of complaints 

and appeals on minor grounds. Still, the RTI Act helped ordinary citizens 

feel empowered to take on corruption. 

• One-sided transparency - what the government wants to put out is 

rarely matched with what citizens want to know about its decisions. 

Conclusion 

Destroying the authority of the RTI will certainly ensure that the number 

of applications reduces on their own. 

GOAL 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

News 

• Union Ministry of Tribal Affair announced the second phase of GOAL 

(Going Online as Leaders) initiative. 

About GOAL 

• It is a Facebook program aimed at inspiring, guiding and encouraging 

tribal girls from across India to become village-level digital young 

leaders for their communities. 

• Launched earlier this year in March, GOAL connects underprivileged 

young tribal women with senior expert mentors in the areas of 

business, fashion and arts to learn digital and life skills. 

• In the second phase of the program, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Fb 

together will digitally mentor 5000 young women in India’s tribal 

dominated districts. 

Initiatives under GOAL 

• The GOAL program will provide economically and socially marginalized 

young women with the tools and guidance they need to succeed, using 

technology they may otherwise have not had access to. 

• The program will include weekly one-to-one mentoring sessions, 

focused on a range of skills such as digital literacy, entrepreneurship 

and online safety. 

• In total, more than 200,000 hours of guidance will be provided using 

Facebook family of apps including WhatsApp and Facebook Messenger. 



 
 
 
 

 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ABOLISHED 

Context: Legislative Council abolished in J&K as per Section 57 of the J&K 

Reorganization Bill, 2019, which reduced the state to the Union 

Territories of J&K and Ladakh. 

 What are the Legislative Councils, and why are they important? 

India has a bicameral system i.e., two houses of Parliament. At the state 

level, the equivalent of the Lok Sabha is the Vidhan Sabha or Legislative 

Assembly; that of the Rajya Sabha is the Vidhan Parishad or Legislative 

Council. 

 Why do we need a second house? 

1. To act as a check on hasty actions by the popularly elected House. 

2. To ensure that individuals who might not be cut out for the rough-and-

tumble of direct elections are also able to contribute to the legislative 

process. 

3. Having a second chamber would allow for more debate and sharing of 

work between the Houses. 

 Arguments against having a second house: 

1. Rather than fulfilling the lofty objective of getting intellectuals into the 

legislature, the forum is likely to be used to accommodate party 

functionaries who fail to get elected. 

2. It is also an unnecessary drain on the exchequer. 



 
 
 
 

 

3. Unlike Rajya Sabha which has sufficient powers to shape non-financial 

legislation, Legislative Councils lack the constitutional mandate to do 

so. Legislative assemblies have the power to override suggestions / 

amendments made to a legislation by the Council. 

4. While Rajya Sabha MPs can vote in the election of the President and 

Vice-President, members of Legislative Councils. MLCs also won votes 

in the elections of Rajya Sabha members. 

5. As regards money bills, only fourteen days' delay can be caused by the 

Council, which is more or less a formality rather than a barrier in the 

way of Money Bill passed by the Assembly. 

 How is a legislative council created? 

Under Article 169 of the constitution, Parliament may by law create or 

abolish the second chamber in a state if the Legislative Assembly of that 

state passes a resolution to that effect by a special majority. 

 Strength of the house: 

As per article 171 clause (1) of the Indian Constitution, the total number 

of members in the legislative council of a state shall not exceed a third 

of the total number of members in the legislative assembly of that state 

and the total number of members in the legislative council of a state 

shall in no case be less than 40. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 How are members of the Council elected? 

1. 1 / 3rd of members are elected by members of the Assembly. 

2. 1 / 3rd by electorates consisting of members of municipalities, district 

boards and other local authorities in the state. 

3. 1 / 12th by an electorate consisting of teachers. 

4. 1 / 12th by registered graduates. 

5. The remaining members are nominated by the Governor from among 

those who have distinguished themselves in literature, science, art, the 

cooperative movement, and social service. 

INDIAN PENAL CODE 

 

News 

• The Home Ministry is all set to overhaul the Indian Penal Code (IPC). 

About IPC 

• The Indian Penal Code (IPC) is the official criminal code of India. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It is a comprehensive code intended to cover all substantive aspects of 

criminal law. 

• The code was drafted in 1860 on the recommendations of the first law 

commission of India established in 1834 under the Charter Act of 1833 

under the chairmanship of Macaulay. 

• It came into force in British India during the early British Raj period in 

1862. 

• However, it did not apply automatically in the Princely states, which had 

their own courts and legal systems until the 1940s. 

• The Code has since been amended several times and is now 

supplemented by other criminal provisions. 

Why IPC needs revamp? 

• The rebooting of IPC introduced by the British in 1860 was necessary as 

it is primarily based on the spirit of "master and servant." 

• In the British era, the police were raised to protect their interests, but 

now their duty is to “protect the people”. 

• There is uneven punishment for crimes of grievous nature. For example 

- snatching of chains or bags on road. It could be life-threatening in 

some cases but the punishment is not commensurate with the gravity 

of the crime. 

• Based on the whims of the police, it is booked under robbery or theft. 

We have to standardize the punishment. 



 
 
 
 

 

Areas that need reforms: 

Some of the concepts underlying the code are either problematic or have 

become obsolete. 

1. A re-examination of the sedition law, inserted in 1898, is necessary. 

2. The offence of blasphemy should have no place in a liberal democracy 

and, therefore, there is a need to repeal Section 295A, which was 

inserted in 1927. 

3. Criminal conspiracy was made a substantive offense in 1913. The 

offense is objectionable because it was added to the code by the 

colonial masters to deal with political conspiracies. 

4. Under Section 149 on unlawful assembly, the principle of constructive 

liability is pushed to unduly harsh lengths. 

5. The distinction between "culpable homicide" and "murder" was 

criticized even by Stephen as the "weakest part of the code", as the 

definitions are obscure. 

6. Sexual offences under the code reveal patriarchal values and Victorian 

morality. Though the outmoded crime of adultery gives the husband 

sole proprietary rights over his wife's sexuality, it gives no legal 

protection to secure similar monopoly over the husband's sexuality. 

7. Section 377 also needs a review. 

Earlier amendments 

• In 2016, the Home Ministry had proposed insertion of two stricter anti-

racial discrimination provisions in the IPC. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The two amendments - Section 153A and Section 509A “to deal with 

racially motivated crimes” received lukewarm response from the 

States. 

Q) Consider the following statements about Indian Penal Code (IPC) 

1. The code was drafted on the recommendations of first law commission 

of India under the Chairmanship of Lord Macaulay 

2. The Malimath Committee of 2003 is related to the issue of reforms in 

the IPC. 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 CRIME REPORT 2017 

 



 
 
 
 

 

News 

• After a delay of two years the annual crime in India report 2017 was 

published by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB). 

Highlights of the report 

Crime against women 

• As per the report, 359849 cases of crime against women were reported 

in the country. 

• Uttar Pradesh topped the list with 56,011 cases followed by 

Maharashtra with 31,979 cases and West Bengal 30,002. 

• Majority of cases under crimes against women were registered under 

'Cruelty by Husband or his Relatives' (27.9%) followed by 'Assault on 

Women with Intent to Outrage her Modesty' (21.7%), 'Kidnapping & 

Abduction of Women' (20.5 %) and 'Rape' (7.0%), ”the report said. 

Riots 

• As per the report, 58,880 incidents of rioting were reported, of which 

the maximum incidents were reported from Bihar - 11,698, followed by 

Uttar Pradesh - 8,990 and Maharashtra - 7,743. 

• Of the total riots reported, communal and sectarian riots accounted for 

723 and 183 incidents respectively. 

• There were 805 riots due to caste conflict and 1909 riots occurred due 

to political reasons, the report said. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Hate Crimes 

• The incidents registered under the Scheduled Caste Prevention of 

Atrocities Act saw an increase from 5,082 incidents reported in 2016 to 

5,775 in 2017. 

• Incidents of crime related to Scheduled Tribes dipped from 844 in 2016 

to 720 in 2017. 

Crime against Children 

• A total of 95,893 cases of kidnapping and abduction were registered 

during 2017, showing an increase of 9.0% over 2016 (88,008 cases). 

• A total of 63,349 children (20,555 male, 42,691 female and 103 

transgender) were reported missing in 2017. 

• During the year 2017, a total of 70,440 children were recovered / 

traced, ”the report said. 

New Categories 

Fake news 

• The NCRB for the first time collected data on circulation of "false / fake 

news and rumors." 

• Under the category, maximum incidents were reported from Madhya 

Pradesh (138), Uttar Pradesh (32) and Kerala (18). 

Anti-National activities 

• A new category of offenses committed by various categories of "Anti-

National Elements" was included. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It showed that the maximum offences were committed by Left Wing 

Extremist (LWE) operatives (652), followed by North East insurgents 

(421) and Terrorists (Jihadi and other elements) (371). 

• The maximum number of killings was carried out by LWE insurgents 

(82). 

• As many as 72 of these killings took place in Chhattisgarh. This was 

followed by killings by terrorists (36) - 34 in J&K alone. North East 

insurgents killed 10 people. 

No data on lynching 

• The data collected under the new sub-heads of death due to mob 

lynching, murder by influential people, killing ordered by khap 

panchayat and murder committed for religious reason have not been 

published. 

• This data was ready and fully compiled and analysed. 

• The decision to collect data on lynchings had been taken in the wake of 

a spate of lynching incidents across the country through 2015-16. 

• The idea was that such data collection would help the government 

formulate its policies better in tackling these crimes. 

• Lynchings happen for a variety of reasons which include suspicion of 

theft, child lifting, cattle smuggling or communal reasons. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

National Crime Records Bureau 

• The NCRB is an Indian government agency responsible for collecting and 

analyzing crime data as defined by the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and 

Special and Local Laws (SLL). 

• NCRB is headquartered in New Delhi and is part of the Ministry of Home 

Affairs (MHA). 

• NCRB was set-up in 1986 to function as a repository of information on 

crime and criminals so as to assist the investigators in linking crime to 

the perpetrators. 

• It was set up based on the recommendation of the Task force, 1985 and 

National Police Commission, 1977. 

INSTITUTES OF EMINENSE 

 

  



 
 
 
 

 

Context: The decision to accept the Institute of Eminence (IOE) status 

for Delhi University has been deferred following protests from council 

members. 

WHAT IS THE ISSUE 

• The scheme would result in increased privatisation of the university. 

• It would also be a huge burden on the university as it called for “world-

class” infrastructure, provisions for foreign faculty with differential pay 

scales and removed caps on fee structures among other issues. 

 Institutions of Eminence scheme: 

1. Implemented under the Union human resource development (HRD) 

ministry. 

2. Aims to project Indian institutes to global recognition. 

3. The selected institutes will enjoy complete academic and 

administrative autonomy. 

4. They will receive special funding. 

5. The selection shall be made through challenge method mode by the 

Empowered Expert Committee constituted for the purpose. 

6. Eligibility: Only higher education institutions are currently placed in the 

top 500 of global rankings or top 50 of the National Institutional 

Ranking Framework (NIRF) are eligible to apply for the eminence tag. 



 
 
 
 

 

7. The private institutions of Eminence can also come up as greenfield 

ventures provided the sponsoring organization submits a convincing 

perspective plan for 15 years. 

8. Under the scheme, Public Institutions of Eminence are eligible for a 

grant of ₹ 1,000 crore from the government and no funds will be given 

to Private Institutions of Eminence. 

9. The IoEs will enjoy complete academic and administrative freedom. 

BENEFITS 

1. FREEDOM to recruit faculty from outside India (limit of 25% of its 

faculty strength for public institution). 

2. Freedom to enter into academic collaborations with other Institutions 

within the country. 

3. Freedom to admit additionally foreign students on merit subject to a 

maximum of 30% of the strength of admitted domestic students. 

4. to fix and charge fees from foreign students without restriction. 

5. To fix curriculum and syllabus, with no UGC mandated curriculum 

structure. 

6. to offer online courses as part of their programmes with a restriction 

that not more than 20% of the program should be in online mode. 

7. UGC Inspection shall not apply to Institutions of Eminence. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Socio economic status of Muslims in India 

Context 

The 2019 Lok Sabha elections show the political marginalization of 

Muslims. There is also the socio-economic marginalization of the 

community. Muslims have been losing out to Dalits and Hindu OBCs 

since the Sachar committee submitted its report in 2005. 

Socioeconomic status of Muslims 

• Reports - this is based on the NSSO report (PLFS-2018) and the NSS-EUS 

(2011-12). 

• Educational attainment - the proportion of the youth who have 

completed graduation among Muslims in 2017-18 is 14% as against 

18% among the Dalits, 25% among the Hindu OBCs, and 37% among 

the Hindu upper castes. 

• Gap in education 

• The gap between the SCs and Muslims is 4% in 2017-18. Six years earlier 

(2011-12), the SC youth were just 1% above Muslims in educational 

attainment. 

• The gap between the Muslims and Hindu OBCs was 7% in 2011-12 and 

has gone up to 11% now. 

• The gap between all Hindus and Muslims widened from 9% in 2011-12 

to 11% in 2017-18. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Muslims in Hindi heartland - Muslim youth in the Hindi heartland fare 

the worst. Their educational attainment is the lowest in Haryana, 3% in 

2017-18; in Rajasthan, this figure is 7%; it is 11% in Uttar Pradesh. 

• In all these states, except MP, SCs fare better than Muslims. 

• Eastern India - the educational attainment among the Muslim youth in 

Bihar is 8%, as against 7% among SCs, in West Bengal it is 8%, as against 

9% for SCs, and in Assam, it is 7% as against 8 % for SCs. 

• Western India - the educational attainment figures for Muslims are 

better compared to 2011-12. In Gujarat, the gap in educational 

attainment between the Muslims and SCs is14%. In Maharashtra, the 

Muslims were 2% better off than SCs in 2011-12, they have now not 

only lost to SCs but the latter has now overtaken them by 8%. 

• South - With 36% of graduate Muslim youth, Tamil Nadu tops the 

educational attainment parameter. In Kerala, this figure is 28%, in 

Andhra Pradesh, it is 21% and in Karnataka, 18% of the Muslim youth 

are graduates. While the community is giving a close competition to SCs 

in Tamil Nadu and AP, it is losing out in Kerala. 

• Reasons for better outcomes in South - The developments in South 

India have more to do with the relatively faster mobility of SCs than the 

marginalization of Muslims. Muslims enjoy positive discrimination in 

these states - Dalit and OBC Muslims are given reservations under the 

OBC quota. 



 
 
 
 

 

• In educational institutions - Only 39% of the community in the age 

group of 15-24 are in educational institutions as against 44% for SCs, 

51% for Hindu OBCs and 59% for Hindu upper castes. 

Rashtriya Ekta Diwas 

 

Context: 

• To mark the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, National 

Unity Day will be celebrated on 31st October 

• The official statement for Rashtriya Ekta Diwas by the Home Ministry 

cites "will provide an opportunity to re-affirm the inherent strength and 

resilience of our nation to withstand the actual and potential threats to 

the unity, integrity and security of our country" 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: 

• Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel born on 31 October 1875 

• Served as the first Deputy Prime Minister of India. 

• Senior leader of the Indian National Congress 



 
 
 
 

 

• Organized peasants from Kheda, Borsad, and Bardoli in Gujarat in non-

violent civil disobedience 

• Founding father of the Republic of India 

• Played a leading role in the country’s struggle for independence 

• He was appointed as the 49th President of Indian National Congress, 

• Promoted the Quit India Movement. 

• He acted as Home Minister during the political integration of India and 

the Indo-Pakistani War of 1947 

• As the first Home Minister and Deputy Prime Minister of India, Patel 

organized relief efforts for refugees fleeing to Punjab and Delhi from 

Pakistan and worked to restore peace. 

• Patel persuaded almost every princely state to accede to India. 

• His commitment to national integration in the newly independent 

country was total and uncompromising, earning him the sobriquet "Iron 

Man of India". 

• He is also remembered as the “patron saint of India’s civil servants” for 

having established the modern all-India services system. 

• He is also called the “Unifier of India”. 

• The Statue of Unity, the tallest statue, was dedicated to him on 31 

October 2018 which is approximately 182 meters (597 ft) in height in 

Gujarat 

 



 
 
 
 

 

India without sardar: 

• Subcontinent would be divided into two regions, one part a democratic 

India surrounded by the other part — close to 560 smaller states ruled 

by kings and their descendants. 

• Half of the Indians would be living under a democratic set-up with 

freedoms and the rest living under some monarchy. 

• The principle of Unity, Liberty, Equality enshrined in the Constitution 

would exist in one part and not in the other. 

• There would be restrictions on travelling and transporting goods from 

one part to another. 

• One part of India would be governed by the ideas of Justice and Liberty, 

whereas the other would have survived devoid of these ideas. 

• Chaos and anarchy would have followed, and the idea of India would 

have failed at the very start of its journey. 

More about Sardar: 

• He was completely vested in the idea of India, and all his efforts were 

initially focused on the attainment of its independence. 

• Once that had been achieved, he relentlessly followed the idea of 

uniting and integrating the nation at a time when it was suffering from 

partition, communalisation and the refugee crisis. 

• He was determined to commit himself towards building one India by 

uniting 562 princely states (constituting 48% of area). 



 
 
 
 

 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR BIFURCATION 

Context: Jammu and Kashmir is no more a state; it has been divided into 

two Union Territories. 

The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019 also comes into effect 

from 31st October 2019. 

 Here is what has changed in Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh: 

1. The Constitution of Jammu and Kashmir and the Ranbir Penal Code will 

cease to exist. 

2. The Union Territory of J&K will have a legislature while the UT of 

Ladakh will have no legislature. 

3. Both the Union Territories will have Lieutenant Governors as 

administrators who will be appointed by the President of India. His 

tenure will be determined by the President. 

4. Four sitting members of the Council of States representing the existing 

state of Jammu and Kashmir shall be considered to have been elected 

to fill the seats allotted to the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Legislative assembly of J&K: 

1. The Delimitation of Parliamentary Constituencies Order, 1976 shall 

stand amended as directed in the Second Schedule of the Act. 

2. The Election Commission may conduct the elections to the House of 

the People for the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir as per the 



 
 
 
 

 

allocation of seats specified in the Delimitation of Parliamentary 

Constituencies Order, 1976 as amended by this Act. 

3. The provisions which are applicable to “Union Territory of Puducherry” 

shall also apply to the “Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. 

4. The total number of seats in the Legislative Assembly of the Union 

Territory of Jammu and Kashmir to be filled by persons chosen by direct 

election shall be 107. 

5. Seats shall be reserved for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 

Tribes in the Legislative Assembly of the Union Territory of Jammu and 

Kashmir. 

6. There shall be a Council of Ministers consisting of not more than ten 

per cent of the total number of members in the Legislative Assembly, 

with the Chief Minister at the head to aid and advise the Lieutenant 

Governor in the exercise of his functions in relation to matters with 

respect to which the Legislative Assembly has the power to make laws. 

 Abolition of legislative council: 

• On the abolition of the Legislative Council, every member thereof shall 

cease to be such members. 

• All Bills pending in the Legislative Council immediately before the 

appointed day shall lapse on the abolition of the Council. 

 

  



 
 
 
 

 

Powers of Lieutenant Governor: 

• The Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh shall be assisted by advisor (s) to be 

appointed by the Central Government. 

• Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir may 

nominate two members to the Legislative Assembly to give 

representation to women, if in his opinion, women are not adequately 

represented in the Legislative Assembly. 

• The Chief Minister shall be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor and 

the other ministers shall be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor on 

the advice of the Chief Minister. 

• The Ministers shall hold office during the pleasure of the Lieutenant 

Governor and the Council of Ministers shall be collectively responsible 

to the Legislative Assembly. 

• Before a Minister enters upon his office, the Lieutenant Governor shall 

administer to him the oaths of office and of secrecy according to the 

forms set out for the purpose in the Fourth Schedule. 

 High Court: 

• The High Court of Jammu and Kashmir shall be the common High Court 

for the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir and Union Territory of 

Ladakh. 

• The Judges of the High Court of Jammu and Kashmir for the existing 

State of Jammu and Kashmir holding office immediately before the 

appointed day shall become on that day the Judges of the High Court. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The careful in respect of salaries and allowances of the Judges of the 

common High Court shall be allocated amongst the Union Territory of 

Jammu and Kashmir and Union Territory of Ladakh on the basis of 

population ratio. 

 All India Services Officers: 

• The members of the cadres of Indian Administrative Service, Indian 

Police Service and Indian Forest Service for the existing State of Jammu 

and Kashmir, on and from the appointed day, shall continue to function 

on the existing cadres. 

• The center will be in direct control of the Jammu and Kashmir police 

and law and order matters. 

Meghalaya Residents Safety and Security Act (MRSSA) 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

News 

• In a bid to protect the interest of tribal citizens, the Meghalaya cabinet 

approved the amendment to an act that seeks mandatory registration 

of outsiders for entering the state. 

Meghalaya Residents Safety and Security Act (MRSSA) 

• The state cabinet approved the amended Meghalaya Residents, Safety 

and Security Act, 2016. 

• Any person who is not a resident of Meghalaya and intends to stay 

more than 24 hours in the state will have to furnish document to the 

government. 

• Employees of the Center, State and District Councils are exempted from 

the purview of the Act. 

• Any person, who willfully fails to furnish the information or provide 

false document will be liable to be punished under various sections of 

the IPC. 

• The original act was passed as part of comprehensive mechanisms to 

check illegal immigration, instead of the Inner Line Permit (ILP). 

Why such a move? 

• There was an increasing demand to increase vigil against influx of non-

indigenous people in the hill state, following the implementation of the 

NRC in Assam. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The updated final NRC, which validates bonafide Indian citizens of 

Assam, was released in August this year. 

Gujarat Control of Terrorism and Organized Crime (GCTOC) Bill ‟ 

In News 

• President has given his assent to the GCTOC bill, which was considered 

as controversial anti-terror legislation passed by the Gujarat State in 

March 2015. 

• The Bill, earlier named as the Gujarat Control of Organized Crime Bill, 

failed to get the primary nod thrice since 2004 when Narendra Modi 

was the Chief Minister of the State. 

• In 2015, the Gujarat government re-introduced the bill by renaming it 

the GCTOC, but retained controversial provisions such as empowering 

the police to tap telephonic conversations and submit them in court as 

evidence 

• The provisions of the bill would prove important in dealing with 

terrorism and organized crimes such as contract killing, ponzi schemes, 

narcotics trade and extortion rackets. 

• Some of the key provisions of the act are: 

 The intercepted telephonic conversations would now be considered 

legitimate evidence 

 Creation of a special court as well as the appointment of special public 

prosecutors. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The bill provides for attachment of properties acquired through 

organized crimes. It also empowers authorities to cancel transfer of 

properties. 

 Other provisions of the Act is the admissibility of confession made 

before a police officer as evidence. 

 

OFFICE OF PROFIT 

Context: President Ram Nath Kovind has rejected a petition demanding 

disqualification of 11 Delhi MLAs belonging to Aam Aadmi Party for 

allegedly holding office of profit. The decision of the President 

rejecting the plea is based on an opinion rendered by the Election 

Commission. 

 Consideration the issue? 

1. In March 2017, a petition was filed before the President seeking 

disqualification of the lawmakers announced that they were enjoying 

office of profit by being co-chairpersons of district disaster 

management authorities in 11 districts of Delhi. 

2. The issue was referred to the Election Commission which gave an 

opinion in August this year that holding the office of co-chairperson of 

a district disaster management authority does not attract 

disqualification as MLA since there is no remuneration by way of salary 

and allowances. 

3. As per law, the President accepts the opinion of the Election 

Commission in cases of office of profit. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 What is an 'office of profit'? 

 If an MLA or an MP holds a government office and receives benefits 

from it, then that office is termed as an "office of profit". 

 A person will be disqualified if he holds an office of profit under the 

central or state government, other than an office declared not to 

disqualify its holder by a law passed by Parliament or state 

legislature. 

 What are the basic criteria to disqualify an MP or MLA? 

 Basic disqualification criteria for an MP are laid down in Article 102 

of the Constitution, and for an MLA in Article 191. 

 They can be disqualified for:  

a) Holding an office of profit under government of India or state 

government; 

b) Being of unsound mind;  

c) Being an undischarged insolvent;  

d) Not being an Indian citizen or for acquiring citizenship of another 

country. 

 What is the underlying principle for including 'office of profit' as 

criterion for disqualification? 

 Makers of the Constitution wanted that legislators should not feel 

obligated to the Executive in any way, which could influence them 

while discharging legislative functions. In other words, an MP or MLA 

should be free to carry out her duties without any kind of 

governmental pressure. The intent is that there should be no conflict 

between the duties and interests of an elected member. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The office of profit law simply seeks to enforce a basic feature of the 

Constitution- the principle of separation of power between the 

legislature and the executive. 

 Reason for controversies: 

1. The expression “office of profit” has not been defined in the 

Constitution or in the Representation of the People Act, 1951. 

2. It is for the courts to explain the significance and meaning of this 

concept. Over the years, courts have decided this issue in the context 

of specific factual situations. 

3. But, articles 102 (1) and 191 (1) which give effect to the concept of 

office of profit prescribe restrictions at the central and state level on 

lawmakers accepting government positions. 

 Role of Judiciary in defining the „office of profit: 

The Supreme Court in Pradyut Bordoloi vs Swapan Roy (2001) outlined 

the four broad principles for determining whether an office attracts 

the constitutional disqualification. 

1. First, whether the government exercises control over appointment, 

removal and performance of the functions of the office 

2. Second, whether the office has any remuneration attached to it 

3. Third, whether the body in which the office is held has government 

powers (releasing money, allotment of land, granting licenses etc.). 

4. Fourth, whether the office enables the holder to influence by way of 

patronage. 

The Supreme Court, while upholding the disqualification of Jaya Bachchan 

from Rajya Sabha in 2006, had said that deciding for question as to 



 
 
 
 

 

whether one is holding an office of profit or not, what is relevant is 

whether the office is capable of yielding a profit or pecuniary gain and 

not whether the person actually obtained a monetary gain. 

 Q) Consider the following statements about Office of Profit 

1. It is clearly defined in the Constitution in Article 102 (a) 

2. If a question arises whether a member (of Parliament) has incurred 

disqualification on Office of Profit grounds, it will be referred to the 

Speaker / Chairman of the House decision. 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

India Justice Report 2019 

Mains level: State of Judicial functioning in India 

 



 
 
 
 

 

News 

• The India Justice Report 2019 was recently published. 

India Justice Report 

• It was commissioned by Tata Trusts. 

• It is prepared by groups like Center for Social Justice, Common Cause, 

Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, DAKSH, Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences - Prayas and Vidhi Center for Legal Policy. 

• It looks into the 'four pillars' - of Judiciary, Legal Aid, Police and Prisons, 

analysing the budgets, human resources, personnel workload, 

diversity, infrastructure and trends against the government's declared 

standards and benchmarks. 

Highlights of the report 

Policing 

• The study took several factors to assess the police system in the states, 

ranging from modernisation, inducing women, diversity, budgeting, 

human resource planning and infrastructure. 

• On this front, the best score was achieved by Tamil Nadu - 6.49. UP 

received a score of 2.98, whereas Bihar got 3.77. 

• UP fared poor in terms of budgeting, spending on police per person, 

vacancies and diversity. 

Prisons 

• This parameter was assessed on various factors ranging from 

overcrowding, inclusion of women staff, adequate human resources, 

budgeting, infrastructure, etc. Jharkhand fared the worst with a score 

of 3.46. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It was followed by Uttarakhand (3.72), Punjab (4.35), Andhra Pradesh 

(4.35) and UP (4.42). Surprisingly, Bihar stood at number six with a 

score of 5.61. The best in this regard was Kerala with a score of 7.18. 

Judiciary 

• This parameter was assessed on availability of judges, clearance of 

cases, spending on judiciary, etc. 

• Bihar, with a score of 2.41, fared the worst in this regard. It was 

followed by UP (3.7), Karnataka (3.76), Uttarakhand (4.17) and 

Jharkhand (4.3). 

• Tamil Nadu again featured on the top in terms of judiciary with a score 

of 6.99. It was followed by Punjab (6.57), Haryana (6.23) and 

Maharashtra (5.96). 

• On an average, Bihar saw a bleak growth in careful on judiciary in 

comparison to total spending. 

• From 2011 to 2016, the state carefully rose by 17.8 per cent; However, 

carefully on judiciary rose by only 8 per cent. 

Legal aid 

• The report also explained the importance of legal aid. 

• It said that almost 80 per cent of India’s 1.25-billion population is 

eligible for free legal aid, but only 15 million people have availed it 

since 1995. 

States performance 

• Maharashtra has topped the list of states in delivering justice to people 

followed by Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Punjab and Haryana. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Law and order has always been a major concern in the two big states of 

Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 

• A deeper look at the statistics reveals that in almost every aspect, UP 

and Bihar exchanged the last and second last position. 

The Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, 

2019 

News 

• The Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, 2019 

introduced in Lok Sabha by the Minister of Labor and Employment is 

now open for suggestions. 

About the Code 

• The Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, 2019 

was introduced in Lok Sabha by the Minister of Labor and Employment 

on July 23, 2019. 

• The Code repeals and replaces 13 labor laws relating to safety, health 

and working conditions. These include the Factories Act, 1948, the 

Mines Act, 1952, and the Contract Labor (Regulation and Abolition) 

Act, 1970. 

• The Code applies to establishments employing at least 10 workers, and 

to all mines and docks. 

• It does not apply to apprentices. 

• Further, it makes special provisions for certain types of installations and 

classes of employees, such as factories, mines, and building and 

construction workers. 



 
 
 
 

 

Various provisions of the Code 

Relevant authorities 

• All installations are covered by the Code must be registered with 

registering officers. 

• Further, Inspector-cum-facilitators may inquire into accidents, and 

conduct inspections of installations. 

• Both these authorities are appointed by the central or state 

government. 

• Additionally, the government may require certain installations to set up 

safety committees comprising representatives of employers and 

workers. 

Advisory Bodies 

• The central and state governments will set up Occupational Safety and 

Health Advisory Boards at the national and state level, respectively. 

• These Boards will advise the central and state governments on the 

standards, rules, and regulations to be framed under the Code. 

Duties of employers 

• The Code specifies several duties of employers. 

• These include: (i) providing a workplace that is free from hazards that 

may cause injury or diseases, and (ii) providing free annual health 

examinations to employees, as prescribed. 

• In case of an accident at the workplace that leads to death or serious 

bodily injury of an employee, the employer must inform the relevant 

authorities. 



 
 
 
 

 

Rights and duties of employees 

• Duties of employees under the Code include: 

• (i) taking care of their own health and safety, (ii) complying with the 

specified safety and health standards, and (iii) reporting unsafe 

situations to the inspector. 

• Every employee will have the right to obtain from the employer 

information related to safety and health standards. 

Working hours 

• Work hours for different classes of establishment and employees will be 

provided as per the rules prescribed by the central or state 

government. 

• For overtime work, the worker must be paid twice the rate of daily 

wages. 

• Female workers, with their consent, may work past 7pm and before 

6am, if approved by the central or state government. 

Leave 

• No employee may work for more than six days a week. 

• However, exceptions may be provided for motor transport workers. 

• Workers must receive paid annual leave for at least one in 20 days of 

the period spent on duty. 

• For sales promotion employees medical leave must be provided for at 

least one-eighteenth of the period of service. 

• During medical leave, the worker must be paid half his daily wages. 

Working conditions and welfare facilities 



 
 
 
 

 

• The employer is required to provide a hygienic work environment with 

ventilation, comfortable temperature and humidity, sufficient space, 

clean drinking water, and latrine and urinal accommodations. 

• Other welfare facilities may be provided as per standards prescribed by 

the central government. 

• These facilities may include separate bathing places and locker rooms 

for male, female and transgender employees, canteens, first aid boxes, 

and creches. 

Offences and penalties 

• Under the Code, an offence that leads to the death of an employee will 

be punishable with imprisonment of up to two years, or a fine up to 

five lakh rupees, or both. 

• Further, courts may direct that at least 50% of such fine to be given as 

compensation to the heirs of the victim. 

• For any other violation where the penalty is not specified, the employer 

will be penalized with a fine between two and three lakh rupees. 

• If an employee violates provisions of the Code, he will be subject to a 

fine of up to Rs 10,000. 

BRU REFUGEE 

 



 
 
 
 

 

News 

• Protesting Mizoram Bru refugees in north Tripura withdrew their 

indefinite road blockade after the Tripura State government 

announced its decision to restore ration in relief camps. 

Bru Tribe: 

• Residence: The Brus, also referred to as the Reangs, are spread across 

the north-eastern states of Tripura, Assam, Manipur, and Mizoram. 

• Culture: They speak the Reang dialect of Kokborok language which is 

locally referred to as Kau Bru. His Hojagiri folk dance is well known all 

over the world. 'Buisu', not 'bihu' is the most popular festival of Reang 

tribes. 

Conflict in Mizoram: 

• In 1995, Mizos, the majority tribe of the state, demanded that Brus be 

left out of the state’s electoral rolls as they contended that they are 

not indigenous to Mizoram. 

• In 1997, ethnic violence forced the Brus to flee the state in large 

numbers to neighboring Tripura. Currently, around 35,000 (more than 

5,000 families) Bru refugees living in Tripura camps. 

• Multiple efforts have been made since then to repatriate them. 

• The Ministry of Home Affairs had on September 2018 signed an 

agreement with the Mizoram Bru Displaced People’s Forum (MBDPF) 

and the Mizoram and Tripura governments for repatriation ofnearly 

33,000 Bru refugees, currently living in camps in Tripura, to Mizoram. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Under the agreement, each family will get ₹ 5,000 per month along with 

free ration for two years, besides financial assistance for house-

building, education, security etc. 

Role of Governor in State govt. formation 

Context 

• Usually, the moment an election is won or lost, the CM resigns and is 

then asked by the Governor to continue as ‘caretaker’ until a new 

government is in place. 

• It has been two weeks since the results of the Assembly election were 

announced, but no party has staked claim yet to form a government. 

What is the Governor's role in such circumstances? 

• The Governor would be expected to go as per an order of preference 

set out in the Sarkaria Commission recommendations, which have also 

been ratified by the Supreme Court. 

• By the order of preference, the Governor can invite 

1. a pre-poll alliance of parties; 

2. invite the single largest party which stakes a claim to form the 

government; 

3. invite a post-poll alliance of parties, with all the partners in the 

coalition joining the government or 

4. invite post-poll alliances of parties, with some becoming part of the 

government and some supporting from outside. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

What happens if any of these parties is invited to form the government? 

• Once any formation is sworn in, it will need to pass the floor test, which 

will reveal whether the executive enjoys the confidence of the 

legislature as mandated by the Constitution. 

• In the floor test, the person sworn in as the CM has to prove that s / he 

enjoys the confidence of the house. 

• If the confidence motion fails, the Chief Minister has to resign. 

• If more than one person stake claim to form the government and the 

majority is not clear, the Governor has the powers to call a special 

session to assess who has the majority. 

• The date for the floor test is decided by the Governor in consultation 

with the new government. 

If no government can be formed is President’s rule likely? 

• Article 356 of the Constitution provides for the imposition of President's 

Rule in a state in "case of failure of the constitutional machinery in the 

state". 

• As per the constitutional stipulation, it can be imposed in cases where 

the President, on receipt of report from the Governor of the state or 

otherwise, is satisfied. 

• This is in a situation in which the government of the state cannot be 

carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. 

When is Prez Rule likely? 

• In Maharashtra's current case, imposition of the President's rule is still a 

remote possibility. 



 
 
 
 

 

• According to legal experts, Governor would first need to exhaust all 

options and possibilities of government formation before making any 

such recommendation. 

• He will first have to hold consultations with all parties to examine if any 

one of them is in a position to cobble together the numbers required. 

• Only after he is satisfied that no party or alliance can form a stable 

government would he recommend imposition of President’s rule. 

T.N SESHAN 

 

News 

• Mr. Seshan belonged to the 1955 batch of Tamil Nadu cadre officers of 

the IAS. 

• At the Center, Mr. Seshan held several positions, including Environment 

and Forests Secretary, Defense Secretary and later, Cabinet Secretary 



 
 
 
 

 

• When Chandra Shekhar became Prime Minister with the support of the 

Congress, Mr. Seshan was made CEC in December 1990 

• T.N. Seshan, as CEC during 1990-96, initiated the process of cleaning up 

the electoral system. The introduction of electors' photo identity cards 

was a measure towards this direction. 

• He also saw to it that the model code of conduct, till then considered a 

document of academic interest, was taken seriously by the parties and 

candidates 

• In the mid-1990s, Mr. Seshan was seen as a crusader against corruption 

and electoral malpractices. 

• His work was recognized internationally when he was given the Ramon 

Magsaysay award for 1996. 

• In July 1997, Mr. Seshan unsuccessfully contested the primary election 

against K.R. Narayanan. 

Electoral reforms under TN Seshan 

Photo ids 

• N. Seshan, as Chief Election Commissioner during 1990-96, had initiated 

the process of cleaning up the electoral system. 

• The introduction of electors' photo identity cards was a measure 

towards this direction. 

A strict disciplinary 

• He was known as a no nonsensical CEC and one who had enforced, in 

his own way, discipline on political parties and contestants. 

• He did not compromise on his position that every election had to be 

held in accordance with the model code of conduct and electoral laws. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Some of his big achievements include implementation of the election 

process and the model code of conduct, introduction of voter ID cards, 

enforcing limits on poll expenses, and elimination of several 

malpractices like distribution of liquor, bribing voters, ban on wall 

writing, use of loud speakers, use of religion in election speeches etc. 

Expansion of EC 

• As part of his variant of electoral reforms, the Election Commission had 

listed 150 malpractices in the elections. 

• It was during Mr. Seshan’s period that the EC was made a multi-

member body in October 1993 with the appointment of M.S. Gill and 

G.V.G. Krishnamurthy. 

• Though he had opposed the government's move, the Supreme Court 

had upheld the government's decision to appoint Election 

Commissioners. 

Other works 

• During his term, Seshan witnessed the implementation of Mandal 

Commission, giving reservation to other backward classes (OBCs) in 

government jobs. 

• These developments dominated politics and elections in India for nearly 

a decade. 

Magsaysay award 

• Briefly in the mid-1990s, Mr. Seshan became an icon of the middle class 

as he was seen as a crusader against corruption and electoral 

malpractices. 



 
 
 
 

 

• His work was recognized internationally when he was given the Ramon 

Magsaysay award for 1996. 

CJI OFFICE COMES UNDER RTI PERVIEW 

News 

The office of the Chief Justice of India is a public authority and falls under 

the ambit of Right to Information Act, the Supreme Court convicted 

today. 

Consideration the issue? 

• The five-judge bench of CJI Ranjan Gogoi, Justices N V Ramana, D Y 

Chandrachud, Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv Khanna passed the judgment 

on an appeal filed by the Supreme Court administration. 

• The appeal challenged the 2010 order of the Delhi high court which held 

that the CJI’s office comes under the ambit of the Right to Information 

Act. 

• Oppositions to the plea had contended that courts had time and again 

given a slew of directions to infuse transparency in the functioning of 

various institutions. 

• The bench had agreed that there should be transparency, but added 

there was a need to do balancing. 

Who is a "Public Authority"? 

In 2011, the Punjab-Haryana High Court while deciding on 24 civil writ 

petitions against the Central / State Information Commissioners had 

held that if any person, or body, satisfies the following conditions then 



 
 
 
 

 

it would “squarely fall within the ambit and scope of definition of 

'public authorities' and would be "legally required to impart the 

indicated information as envisaged under the RTI Act" - 

• The institution cannot come into existence and function unless 

registered and regulated by the provisions of a legislation; or 

• The State Government has some degree of control over it through the 

medium of Acts / Rules; or 

• It is substantially financed by means of funds provided directly, or 

indirectly, by the appropriate government; or 

• the mandate and command of the provisions of the RTI Act along with 

its preamble, aims, objects and regime extends to their public dealing; 

or 

• The greater public interest and totality of the other facts and 

circumstances emanating from the records suggest that such 

information may be disclosed. 

The Delhi High Court order 

• In a landmark verdict on January 10, 2010, the Delhi High Court had 

held that the office of the Chief Justice of India comes within the ambit 

of the RTI law. 

• It said that the judicial independence was not a judge's privilege, but a 

responsibility cast upon him. 

• The 88-page judgment was then seen as a personal setback to the then 

CJI, KG Balakrishnan, who has been opposed to disclosure of 

information relating to judges under the RTI Act. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

RTI <<Judiciary 

• The apex court said that the right to privacy and confidentiality is an 

important aspect and has to be balanced while taking a decision on 

giving out information from the CJI’s office. 

• The CJI-led bench added that transparency cannot be allowed to run 

counter to right to privacy. 

• The bench said that the information commissioner must apply test of 

proportionality while entertaining applications seeking information 

from the CJI’s office. 

• However it must keep in mind right to privacy and independence of 

judiciary. 

CBI out of RTI 

• CBI is exempt from RTI. 

• In 2005, the CBI was under it. The agency later moved for exemption 

• Administrative Reforms Commission chaired by Moily had earlier 

recommended exemption of the armed forces from the RTI Act, but 

had not made such a recommendation for the CBI. 

• While the CBI demanded exemption only for units in intelligence 

gathering, exemption was granted in 2011 to the agency as a whole. 

• Litigation challenging the decision to exempt the CBI is pending with the 

Supreme Court. 

Implications of the ruling 

• The outcome is that the office of the CJI will now entertain RTI 

applications. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Whether a public authority discloses the information sought or not, 

however, is a different matter. 

• Offices such as those of the PM and the President too are public 

authorities under the RTI Act. 

• But public authorities have often denied information quoting separate 

observations by the Supreme Court itself in 2011. 

• Officials need to furnish only such information which already exists and 

is held by the public authority and not collate or create information. 

• It held that the nation does not want a scenario where 75% of the staff 

of public authorities spends 75% of their time in collecting and 

furnishing information to applicants instead of discharging their regular 

duties ”. 

 

PRESIDENT RULE IN MAHARASTRA 

News 

While recommending President's Rule in Maharashtra, Governor noted 

that a situation has arisen when the formation of a stable government 

is not possible even 15 days after the election results had been 

declared. 

Consideration the issue? 

• It has been argued that the Governor's decision is based on "objective 

material" and not on a political whim or fancy, if one goes by the 

Supreme Court verdict in the 1994 S.R. Bommai case. 

President’s Rule 



 
 
 
 

 

• President’s rule is the suspension of state government and imposition 

of direct central government rule in a state. 

How it is imposed? 

• President’s Rule implies the suspension of a state government and the 

imposition of direct rule of the center. 

 This is achieved through the invocation of Article 356 of the Constitution by 

the President on the advice of the Union Council of Ministers. 

 Under Article 356, this move can be taken “(1) If the President, on receipt of 

the report from the Governor of the State or otherwise, is satisfied that a 

situation has arisen in which the government of the State cannot be carried on 

in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution…” 

How long President‟s Rule can last 

 A proclamation of President‟s Rule can be revoked through a subsequent 

proclamation in case the leader of a party produces letters of support from a 

majority of members of the Assembly, and stakes his claim to form a 

government. 

 The revocation does not need the approval of Parliament. 

 Any proclamation under Article 356 —which stands for six months — has to 

be approved by both Houses in the Parliament session following it. 

 This six-month time-frame can be extended in phases, up to three years. 

The S.R. Bommai Case 

 R. Bommai v. Union of India (1994) was a landmark judgment of the 

Supreme Court of India, where the Court discussed at length provisions of 

Article 356 of the Constitution of India and related issues. 

 The judgement attempted to curb blatant misuse of Article 356 of the 

Constitution of India, which allowed President‟s rule to be imposed over state 

governments. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Article 356 (1) has been deliberately drafted in a narrow language by the 

Founding Fathers so that political parties in the Centre does not misuse it to 

subvert federalism, it had noted. 

 The expression used in the Article is „if the President is satisfied”, the court 

had observed. 

 In other words, the President has to be convinced of or should have sufficient 

proof of information with regard to or has to be free from doubt or 

uncertainty about the state of things indicating that the situation in question 

has arisen. 

 The court had stated that although the sufficiency or otherwise of the material 

cannot be questioned, the legitimacy of inference drawn from such material is 

“certainly open to judicial review”. 

What it directed? 

 The judgment had explained that in a multi-party political system, chances 

are high that the political parties in the Centre and the State concerned may 

not be the same. 

 Article 356 cannot be used for the purpose of political one-upmanship by the 

Centre. 

 Hence there is a need to confine the exercise of power under Article 356[1] 

strictly to the situation mentioned therein which is a condition precedent to 

the said exercise,” the court had said. 

Conditions for Prez Rule 

 Where after general elections to the assembly, no party secures a majority, 

that is, Hung Assembly. 

 Where the party having a majority in the assembly declines to form a 

ministry and the governor cannot find a coalition ministry commanding a 

majority in the assembly. 

 Where a ministry resigns after its defeat in the assembly and no other party is 

willing or able to form a ministry commanding a majority in the assembly. 

 Where a constitutional direction of the Central government is disregarded by 

the state government. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Internal subversion where, for example, a government is deliberately acting 

against the Constitution and the law or is fomenting a violent revolt. 

 Physical breakdown where the government willfully refuses to discharge its 

constitutional obligations endangering the security of the state. 

Fouling factors 

The imposition of President‟s Rule in a state would be improper under the 

following situations: 

 Where a ministry resigns or is dismissed on losing majority support in the 

assembly and the governor recommends imposition of President‟s Rule 

without probing the possibility of forming an alternative ministry. 

 Where the governor makes his own assessment of the support of a ministry in 

the assembly and recommends imposition of President‟s Rule without 

allowing the ministry to prove its majority on the floor of the Assembly. 

 Where the ruling party enjoying majority support in the assembly has 

suffered a massive defeat in the general elections to the Lok Sabha such as in 

1977 and 1980. 

 Internal disturbances not amounting to internal subversion or physical 

breakdown. 

 Maladministration in the state or allegations of corruption against the 

ministry or stringent financial exigencies of the state. 

 Where the state government is not given prior warning to rectify itself except 

in case of extreme urgency leading to disastrous consequences. 

 Where the power is used to sort out intra-party problems of the ruling party, 

or for a purpose extraneous or irrelevant to the one for which it has been 

conferred by the Constitution. 

President‟s rule since 2014: 

Jammu & Kashmir: The erstwhile state is the latest to have gone into President's 

Rule under BJP-ruled NDA. Not only in the run-up to the abrogation of Article 370 

from the hill state, but the Central Rule was also imposed in Jammu and Kashmir 

in June 2017. 



 
 
 
 

 

It was after the resignation of the then Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti when BJP 

withdrew support to the PDP-led government. Before that in 2015, after failure in 

government formation following a fractured verdict in assembly elections, Central 

Rule was imposed. 

Arunachal Pradesh: The north-eastern state witnessed 26 days of President's Rule 

in 2016 after 21 Congress MLAs joined hands with 11 BJP and two Independent 

MLAs, reducing the government into a minority. However, the matter was 

challenged in the apex court and it, in aold move, reinstated the Congress 

government. 

Uttarakhand: The hill state saw president's rule twice in 2016 - for 25 days and 

19 days separately. First, it happened after a split in the state Congress and then 

again in May that year. 

250TH SESSION OF RAJYA SABHA 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

News 

 The landmark 250th session of Rajya Sabha is commencing from today. 

 A glimpse of the content relating to the journey of Rajya Sabha during the 

last 67 years since it‟s first sitting on 13.5.1952 is furnished below: 

Some unique events relating to Rajya Sabha: 

Members 

 Total members of Rajya Sabha so far including those with more than one 

term is 2,282 including 208 women and 137 nominated members. 

 Mahendra Prasad is serving the highest number of 7
th
 term followed by 

Dr.Manmohan Singh serving 6
th
 term. 

 Najma Heptulla and late Shri Ram Jethmalani are the other two with six 

terms each. 

 The representation of women in Rajya Sabha increased from 15 (6.94%) in 

1952 increased to 31(12.76%) in 2014 and is now  26(10.83%) in 2019. 

Casting vote by the Chair 

 The first and the only time when a Presiding Officer of Rajya Sabha cast 

his  vote was when the Panel Chairman Shri M.A.Baby did so on 5.8. 1991. 

 The voting was tied 39-39 on the Statutory Resolution moved by the 

opposition seeking disapproval of the Code of Criminal Procedure 

(Amendment) Ordinance resulting in the victory of the opposition in the 

House. 

President Rule approved only by Rajya Sabha 

 It happened only twice in respect of extension of President Rule in Tamil 

Nadu and Nagaland in 1977 and in case of Haryana in 1991 when Lok Sabha 

was dissolved. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Removal of a Judge 

 The only time Rajya Sabha adopted a motion for removal of a Judge was in 

respect of Justice Soumitra Sen of Calcutta High Court on 18.8.2011 but he 

resigned before the motion was taken up in Lok Sabha. 

Expulsion of members 

 Rajya Sabha adopted a motion on 15.11.1976 for expulsion of 

Dr.Subramanian Swamy whose conduct and activities were found by a 

Committee to be derogatory to the dignity of the House and it‟s members. 

 Chatrapal Singh was expelled on 23.11.2005 after Ethics Committee found 

him guilty of accepting money for asking questions. 

 Swami Sakhsi Ji Maharaj was expelled on 21.3.2006 for irregularities in 

recommending projects under MPLAD scheme. 

Reprimand 

 Former Member of Rajya Sabha Shri K.K.Tiwari was summoned to the Bar 

of the House and was reprimanded on 1.6.1990 for a statement published in 

newspapers the same day that brought the office of Chairman and the House 

to indignity and contempt. 

Bill passed by Rajya Sabha but negative by Lok Sabha 

 The Constitution (Sixty-fourth Amendment) Bill 1990 seeking to amend 

Article 356 relating to extension of President‟s Rule in Punjab. 

Bills passed by Lok Sabha but negatived by Rajya Sabha (5) 

 The Constitution (Twenty-fourth Amendment) Bill, 1970 seeking to 

terminate privy purses and privileges of former Indian States, The Banking 

Service Commission (Repeal) Bill, 1977, The Constitution (Sixty-fourth 

Amendment) Bill, 1989 seeking to insert a new Part IX in the constitution 

relating to Panchayats, The Constitution (Sixty-fifth Amendment) Bill, 1989 

relating to Nagar Panchayats and Municipalities and The Prevention of 

Terrorism Bill, 2002. 



 
 
 
 

 

Bill reconsidered by Rajya Sabha 

 Rajya Sabha passed the Parliament (Prevention of Disqualification) 

Amendment Bill on 17.5.2006 as earlier passed by Lok Sabha but the 

President referred the same for reconsideration on 30.5.2006. 

 Rajya Sabha reconsidered the same and passed as it was on 27.7.2006 and 

Lok Sabha passed it four later and was later assented to by the President on 

18.8.2006. 

Bills passed at the joint sittings of both the Houses of Parliament (3) 

 The Dowry Prohibition Bill, 1959 was first introduced in and passed by Lok 

Sabha. Rajya Sabha later insisted on some amendments to which Lok Sabha 

did not agree. The Bill was passed on 9.5.1961 at a joint sitting. 

 The Banking Service Commission (Repeal) Bill, 1978 first introduced in and 

passed by Lok Sabha was later rejected by Rajya Sabha. It was passed on 

16.5.2018 at a joint sitting. 

 The Prevention of Terrorism Bill, 2002 passed by Lok Sabha was negatived 

by Rajya Sabha and was later passed at a joint sitting on 26.3.2002. 

Some firsts relating to Rajya Sabha 

 First sitting of the House was held on 13.5.1952 

 First Bill passed : The Indian Tariff (Second Amendment) Bill, 1952 

 First Bill concerning social change: The Special Marriages Bill, 1952 

 First Constitution Amendment Bill passed by Rajya Sabha: The 

Constitution (Second Amendment) Bill, 1953 for readjustment 

of representation in Lok Sabha by increasing the size of population per 

constituency. 

 First Bill on Law and Order: The Preventive Detention (Second 

Amendment) Bill, 1952 

 First Bill on imports: The Live-stock Importation (Amendment) Bill, 1953 

 First media related Bill: The Press (Objectionable Matters) Amendment 

Bill, 1953 

 First on reorganization of States: The Andhra State Bill, 1953 



 
 
 
 

 

 First Bill on health education: The All India Institute of Medical Sciences 

Bill, 1955 

 First on urban development : The Faridabad Development Corporation 

Bill, 1955 

 First on agriculture: The Agriculture Produce (Development and 

Warehousing Corporations) Bill, 1956 

 First Bill on all-India services: The All India Services (Amendment) Bill, 

1958 

 First security related Bill: The Armed Forces (Assam and Manipur) Special 

Powers Bill, 1958 

 First relating to animals: The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Bill, 1959 

 First on corporate take over: The Jayanti Shipping Company (Taking Over 

of Management) Bill, 1966 

 First on pollution: The Prevention of Water Pollution Bill, 1969 

 First nationalization Bill: The Banking Companies (Acquisition and 

Transfer of Undertakings) Bill, 1970 

 First against economic offences: The Economic Offences (Incapability of 

Limitation) Bill, 1974 

 First Money Bill deemed to have been passed by Rajya Sabha: The 

Appropriation (Railways) No.4 Bill, 1978 

 First Bill referring to terrorism: The Terrorist Affected Areas (Special 

Courts) Bill, 1984 

Bills passed by Lok Sabha and amended by Rajya Sabha 

The 120 such  Bills include; The Companies Bill, 1953, The UGC Bill, 

1954, The Constitution (Forty-fourth Amendment) Bill, 1978, The Chit 

Funds Bill, 1982, The Prevention of Corruption Bill, 1988, The 

Prevention of Money Laundering Bill, 2002, The Special Economic 

Zones Bill, 2005, The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in 

Land Acquisition Bill, 2013, The Lok Pal and Lok Ayuktas Bill, 2016, 

The National Medical Council Bill, 2019 and The Motor Vehicles 

(Amendment) Bill, 2019. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

GRAM SABHA TO HAVE POWER TO BAN LIQUOR 

News 

• The Haryana Cabinet took an in-principle decision to bring an amendment in 

section 31 of the Haryana Panchayati Raj Act, 1994, allowing devolution of 

powers to the Gram Sabha to ban liquor within the local area of a Gram Panchayat 

• The quorum of the Gram Sabha meeting for passing such a resolution shall be one-

tenth of its members 

• No liquor vends will be allowed in Haryana villages from the next financial year 

without its panchayat‟s approval. 

• Article 47 state that “The State shall endeavor to bring about prohibition of the 

consumption except for medicinal purposes of intoxicating drinks and of drugs 

which are injurious to health”. 

Important and specific functions of Gram Sabha: 

1. To help implementation of the development programmes and schemes of the 

Panchayat. 

2. To identify beneficiaries for different programmes and schemes. However, if the 

Gram Sabha fails to identify such beneficiaries within a reasonable time, the Gram 

Panchayat shall identify the beneficiaries. 

3. To solicit support - in cash or kind or both and voluntary labor - from the public for 

community welfare programmes. 

4. To support the programmes of mass education and family welfare. 

5. To promote unity and harmony among all sections of the society in the village. 

6. To seek clarification from the Mukhiya, Up-Mukhiya and other members of the 

Gram Panchayat about any particular activity, scheme, income and carefully. 

7. To discuss and recommend appropriate action with regard to reports of the 

Vigilance Committee. 

8. Other related matters brought to the notice of the Gram Sabha. 



 
 
 
 

 

9. To consider levy of taxes, rates, rents & fees & enhancement of rates thereof. 

10. To consider all such matters as may be referred by the Gram Panchayat for its 

decision. 

 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF CITIZENS 

Context: 

• The process to make a National Register of Citizens (NRC) will be carried out 

across India, as announced by the Home Minister, Mr. Amit Shah. 

• Whenever it is done, the exercise will be repeated in Assam as well. 

• All Indian citizens will be included irrespective of their religion. " 

• Home Minister also said that NRC and Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB) is 

different from NRC. 

National Register of Citizens 

• It is the register containing names of Indian Citizens. 

• It was prepared first in 1951 after the conduct of the Census of 1951. 

• It is used to identify who is a bona fide Indian citizen and those who fail to enlist in 

the register will be deemed illegal migrants. 

Benefits of NRC: 

• Detection of illegal immigrants, inclusion will be a shield against harassment and a 

ticket to enjoying all the constitutional rights and safeguards and the benefits of 

government schemes. 

• To safeguard the indigenous population and civilization. 

• Illegal activities like terrorism, human trafficking, drug trafficking can be checked. 

• To safeguard Voting rights and properties such as land and house. 



 
 
 
 

 

Controversies related to the National Register of Citizens (NRC): 

• Laborious process: Adding a person to NRC is complex procedure because of 

presenting many documents and layers of verification. 

• Document verification: “Family tree verification” has become difficult process for 

left out children. 

• Rejection of certificate: More than 40 lakh people are rejected for panchayat 

residency certificates. 

• Citizenship related: Failed to ensure legal clarity over the manner in which the 

claims of citizenship could be decided. 

• Role of Supreme Court: lack of monitoring process, inability to comprehend 

political and policy actions in case of loss of citizenship. 

• Huge population: Given the size of India‟s population, implementation of the NRC 

will be a mammoth task and demands a detailed analysis. 

Citizen Amendment Bill (CAB): 

• It envisages the grant of Indian citizenship to all refugees from minority 

communities in Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

• The CAB allegedly discriminates against Muslims, and is loaded against the right to 

equality and equal protection before the law as enshrined in Article 14 of the 

Constitution 

• The CAB proposes to differentiate among immigrants on the basis of religion. 

• It proposes to amend the Citizenship Act, 1955 by relaxing the eligibility rules for 

immigrants belonging to six minority (non-Muslim) religions, Hindus, Sikhs, 

Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians, from Afghanistan, Bangladesh or Pakistan, 

in getting Indian citizenship. 

NRC in Assam again: 

• Along with the promised combination of the NRC and CAB, the Home Minister 

announced that the NRC process would be "naturally" conducted in Assam again 

with the rest of the country. 



 
 
 
 

 

• However, the Assam proposal will be in defiance of the Supreme Court, which 

directed the entire NRC registration specific to Assam. 

• There is still no clarity on what the end results mean for the 19 lakh plus people 

who find themselves outside the NRC, stateless and at risk of "deportation" to 

Bangladesh, which refuses to acknowledge and accept them. 

• The recent NRC exercise, overseen by the Supreme Court, involved the active 

participation of the Central and State governments. 

• For the government to repeat the exercise merely because the numbers are thrown 

up are politically inconvenient for the central government makes no sense at all. 

CAB controversy in Northeast: 

• Influential socio-political groups and several political parties in the Northeast are 

against the CAB and are holding continuous protest demonstrations against it. 

• Their argument is that CAB runs contrary to the NRC. 

• In Assam, if the NRC bill is passed, the immediate implication will be that the 

Hindus excluded from the NRC would be eligible for citizenship via certain 

criteria, The Muslims would be treated as foreigners. 

• Such a situation would render the current NRC meaningless. 

Why is central government unhappy with the current NRC in Assam? 

• According to the central government, the current NRC could not be accepted by the 

state government because it has included people who should not have been 

included. 

• On the contrary excluded 'genuine' Indian citizens. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Labor Code on Industrial Relations 2019 

 Context: The Union cabinet has approved the Labor Code on Industrial Relations 

2019. 

The code will combine Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, the Trade Unions Act, 1926, 

and the Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946. 

 

 Background: 

The industrial relations code is the third out of four labor codes that have got 

approval from the cabinet. The Labor Code on Wages has already been approved 

by Parliament in August while the Labor Code on Occupational Safety, Health and 

Working Conditions has been referred to the standing committee of Labor. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Key features of the bill: 

1. It seeks to allow companies to hire workers on fixed-term contract of any duration. 

2. The code has retained the threshold on the worker count at 100 for prior 

government approval before retrenchment, but it has a provision for changing 'such 

number of employees' through notification. 

3. It also provides setting up of a two-member tribunal (in place of one member) 

wherein important cases will be adjudicated jointly and the rest by a single 

member, resulting in speedier disposal of cases. 

4. It has vested powers with the government officers for adjudication of disputes 

involving penalty as fines. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Implications: 

While this means workers can be hired seasonally for six months or a year it also 

means that all workers will be treated at par with regular workers for benefits. 

 ANTI-DEFECTION LAW AND ITS EVOLUTION 

 

News 

• In the extraordinary political drama unfolding in Maharashtra, it remains unclear 

precisely till when is the new government established. 

• The gazette notification for the revocation of President's Rule by President was 

issued at 5.47 am. 

Seeds of Ant-Defection: The 1967 elections 

• The Tenth Schedule of the Constitution, inserted by the Constitution (52nd 

Amendment) Act, 1985, when Rajiv Gandhi‟s government was in power. 

• The seeds were sown after the general elections in 1967. 

• The results of those elections were a mixed bag for the Congress. It formed the 

government at the center, but its strength in Lok Sabha fell from 361 to 283. 

• During the year it lost control of seven state governments as MLAs shifted their 

political allegiance. 



 
 
 
 

 

• In this backdrop, P Venkatasubbaiah, a MP in Lok Sabha proposed the setting up of 

a high-level committee to make recommendations to tackle the “problem of 

legislators changing their allegiance from one party to another”. 

• The proposal saw a spirited debate in Lok Sabha. Opposition members suggested 

renaming the proposal to “save Congress”, while the ruling party accused the 

opposition of inducing MLAs to defect. 

The Y B Chavan panel 

• Despite the acrimony, the Lok Sabha agreed to the setting up of a committee to 

examine the problem of political defections. The then Home Minister, Y B 

Chavan, headed the committee. 

• The panel defined defection - and an exception for genuine defectors. 

• According to the committee, defection was the voluntary giving up of allegiance of 

a political party on whose symbol a legislator was elected, except when such action 

was the result of the decision of the party. 

• In its report, the committee noted "that the lure of office played a dominant part in 

decisions of legislators to defect". 

• To combat this, the committee recommended a bar on defecting legislators from 

holding ministerial positions for a year - or until the time they got themselves re-

elected. 

• It also suggested a smaller CoM both at the levels of the center and the states. 

• The committee was in favor of political parties working together to help evolve a 

code of conduct to effectively tackle disruptions. 

Early attempts at a law 

 Following the report of the Y B Chavan committee, two separate legislative 

attempts, both unsuccessful, were made to find a solution to defections. 
 The first one was made by Indira‟s Home Minister Uma Shankar Dikshit in 1973; 

the second, in 1978, by Shanti Bhushan, Minister for Law and Justice in the Janata 

Party government of Morarji Desai. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The third attempt — which was successful — was made in 1985, after the 

Congress won more than 400 seats in Lok Sabha in the aftermath of Indira‟s 

assassination. 

The Tenth Schedule 

 The Bill to amend the Constitution was introduced by Rajiv Gandhi‟s Law 

Minister Ashoke Kumar Sen, the veteran barrister and politician who had also 

served in the Cabinet of Jawaharlal Nehru. 
 The statement of objects and reasons of the Bill said: “The evil of political 

defections has been a matter of national concern. If it is not combated, it is likely to 

undermine the very foundations of our democracy and the principles which sustain 

it.” 
 The amendment by which the Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution, did 

three broad things. 

1. One, it made legislators liable to be penalised for their conduct both inside (voting 

against the whip of the party) and outside (making speeches, etc.) the legislature — 

the penalty being the loss of their seats in Parliament or the state legislatures. 
2. Two, it protected legislators from disqualification in cases where there was a split 

(with 1/3rd of members splitting) or merger (with 2/3rds of members merging) of a 

legislature party with another political party. 
3. Three, it made the Presiding Officer of the concerned legislature the sole arbiter of 

defection proceedings. 

Criticism and passage 

 Opposition argued that the Bill would curtail the freedom of speech and expression 

of legislators. 
 The leftists expressed concern over the impact the amendment could have on the 

office of the Speaker. 
 The Bill was debated in Lok Sabha on January 30, the death anniversary of 

Mahatma Gandhi, and was passed by Rajya Sabha the following day. 
 Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi referred in Parliament to the Mahatma‟s seven social 

sins, the first one being politics without principles. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

The immediate challenges 

 No sooner was the law put in place than political parties started to stress-test its 

boundaries. 
 The issue of what constitutes a spilt in a political party rocked both the V P Singh 

and the Chandra Shekhar governments. 
 The role of the Presiding Officers also became increasingly politicised. 
 Lok Sabha Speaker Shivraj Patil said in 1992: “The Speaker is not expected to 

dabble in keeping the political parties weak or strong or discipline the 

Parliamentarians for their party purposes.” 

Judicial intervention 

 The intervention of the higher judiciary was sought to decide questions such as 

what kinds of conduct outside the legislature would fall in the category of 

defection, and what was the extent of the Speaker‟s power in deciding defections. 
 The Supreme Court, while upholding the supremacy of the Speaker in defection 

proceedings, also held that the Speaker’s decisions were subject to judicial review. 

The 2003 Amendment 

 The last step in the legislative journey of the anti-defection law came in 2003. 
 An Amendment Bill was introduced in Parliament by the government of PM Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee to address some of the issues with the law. 
 However, as events in the years and decades since have demonstrated, these 

amendments have had only limited impact. 

Pranab Mukherjee Committee 

 A committee headed by Pranab Mukherjee examined the Bill. 
 The committee observed that the provision of split has been grossly misused to 

engineer multiple divisions in the party, as a result of which the evil of defection 

has not been checked in the right earnest. 
 Further it is also observed that the lure of office of profit plays dominant part in 

the political horse-trading resulting in spate of defections and counter defections 
 The one-third split provision which offered protection to defectors was deleted 

from the law on the committee‟s recommendation. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The 2003 Amendment also incorporated the 1967 advice of the Y B Chavan 

committee in limiting the size of the Council of Ministers, and preventing 

defecting legislators from joining the Council of Ministers until their re-election. 

The (ab) use of the law 

 The removal of the split provision prompted political parties to engineer wholesale 

defections (to merge) instead of smaller „retail‟ ones. 
 Legislators started resigning from the membership of the House in order to escape 

disqualification from ministerial berths. 
 The ceiling on the size of the Council of Ministers meant an increase in the number 

of positions of parliamentary secretaries in states. 
 The Speakers started taking an active interest in political matters, helping build and 

break governments. 

Prime focus: the Speaker 

 The anti-defection law does not specify a timeframe for Speakers to decide on 

defection proceedings. 
 When the politics demanded, Speakers were either quick to pass judgment on 

defection proceedings or delayed acting on them for years on end. 
 The events in the Karnataka Vidhan Sabha in the summer of this year showed that 

even after three decades, the anti-defection law has not been able to stop political 

defections. 

RULE 12 AND PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA 

News 

To revoke President's Rule, the government has used a special section in the Union 

government's Transaction of Business Rules, which allows for revocation of 

President's Rule without Cabinet approval if the Prime Minister “deems it 

necessary”. 

Rule 12 



 
 
 
 

 

• Rule 12 of the Government of India (Transaction of Business) Rules, 1961, allows 

the PM to depart from laid down norms at his discretion. 

• Titled “Departure from rules”, Rule 12 says, the Prime Minister may, in case or 

classes of cases permit or condone a departure from these rules, to the extent he 

deems necessary. 

• The cabinet can subsequently give post-facto approval for any decision taken under 

Rule 12. 

Under what circumstances is Rule 12 used? 

• Rule 12 is usually not used to arrive at major decisions by the government. 

• However, it has been used in matters such as the withdrawal of an office 

memorandum or signing of MoUs in the past. 

• The last big decision taken through the invocation of Rule 12 was re-organization of 

the state of Jammu and Kashmir into the UTs of Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh 

on October 31. 

• The proclamations issued by the President that day, dividing various districts 

between the two Union Territories, were issued under Rule 12. 

• The Cabinet gave post-facto approval to the same on November 20. 

So, what happened in the case of Maharashtra? 

• At 5.47 am on Saturday, the notification revoking President‟s Rule was published in 

the government gazette. 

• This indicated that the notification was actually signed by the President at some 

point earlier than that time. 

• At 7.50 am, the new chief minister and deputy chief minister were sworn in. 

Why it's controversial? 



 
 
 
 

 

• The invocation of Rule 12 appears to indicate that even top leaders of the union 

cabinet were not aware of the impending move. 

• Many top ministers were, in fact, out of Delhi, and were not available for a cabinet 

meeting. 

CHATTISHGARH PANCHAYATS TO HAVE DISABLED QUOTAS 

News 

• The Chhattisgarh cabinet has approved the nomination of at least one differently 

abled member to each panchayat, if not elected, making it the only state to have 

such members in all panchayat 

• Every panchayat will now have differently abled members, either elected or 

nominated. 

• If differently abled members are not elected through the electoral process, then one 

member, either male or female, would be nominated as a panch. 

• And as for janpads and zilla panchayats, the state government would nominate two 

such members, one male and one female, to them 

• This means the State would have 11,000 people with special needs as members of 

panchayats 

• Differently abled people constitute 6% of the population of Chhattisgarh 

• The cabinet also decided to drop the educational qualifications eligibility criterion 

for contesting panchayat elections. 

• In the three-tier panchayati raj system, only being literate would be enough to 

contest elections. 

• However, it is mandatory for a contestant for the position of a panch to be at least a 

Class V pass, and above that Class VIII pass. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Constitutional rights of the disabled: 

Under the Constitution the disabled have been guaranteed the following fundamental 

rights: 

1. The Constitution secures to the citizens including the disabled, a right of justice, 

liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship, equality of status and of 

opportunity and for the promotion of fraternity. 

2. Article 15 (1) enjoins on the Government not to discriminate against any citizen of 

India (including disabled) on the ground of religion, race, caste, sex or place of 

birth. 

3. Article 15 (2) States that no citizen (including the disabled) shall be subjected to 

any disability, liability, restriction or condition on any of the above grounds in the 

matter of their access to shops, public restaurants, hotels and places of public 

entertainment or in the use of wells, tanks, bathing ghats, roads and places of 

public resort maintained wholly or partly out of government funds or dedicated to 

the use of the general public. 

4. There shall be equality of opportunity for all citizens (including the disabled) in 

matters relating to employment or appointment to any office under the State. 

5. No person including the disabled irrespective of his belonging can be treated as an 

untouchable. It would be an offense punishable in accordance with law as provided 

by Article 17 of the Constitution. 

6. Every person including the disabled has his life and liberty guaranteed under 

Article 21 of the Constitution. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

RULE OF CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

Context: The suspension of two Congress members by Lok Sabha Speaker Om 

Birla after unruly scenes in the House has brought back focus on the conduct of 

MPs, and related issues. 

 Powers of Speaker under the Rules for the Conduct of Business: 

Rule 378 of the Rules for the Conduct of Business states: "The Speaker shall preserve 

order and shall have all powers necessary for the purpose of enforcing own 

decisions." 

Rule 373 says: “The Speaker, if is the opinion that the conduct of any member is 

grossly disorderly, may direct such member to withdraw immediately from the 

House, and any member so ordered to withdraw shall do so forthwith and shall 

remain absent during the remainder of the day's sitting. " 

 For recalcitrant members, Rule 374 says: 

1. The Speaker may, if deems it necessary, name a member who disregards the 

authority of the Chair or abuses the rules of the House by persistently and wilfully 

obstructing the business thereof. 

2. If a member is so named by the Speaker, the Speaker shall, on a motion being 

made forthwith put the question that the member (naming such member) be 

suspended from the service of the House for a period not exceeding the remainder 

of the session: Provided that the House may, at any time, on a motion being made, 

resolve that such suspension be terminated. 

3. A member suspended under this rule shall forthwith withdraw from the precincts 

of the House. 

 Rule 374A: 

1. Notwithstanding anything contained in rules 373 and 374, in the event of grave 

disorder occasioned by a member coming into the well of the House or abusing the 

Rules of the House persistently and wilfully obstructing its business by shouting 

slogans or otherwise, such member shall , on being named by the Speaker, stand 

automatically suspended from the service of the House for five consecutive sittings 



 
 
 
 

 

or the remainder of the session, whichever is less: Provided that the House may, at 

any time, on a motion being made, resolve that such suspension be terminated. 

2. On the Speaker announcing the suspension under this rule, the member shall 

forthwith withdraw from the precincts of the House. 

 Need of the hour: 

1. Political parties should have a code of conduct for their MPs and MLAs to help 

monitor their behavior in Parliament and state legislatures. 

2. Political parties could include such a code in their election manifestos that would 

help enable voters to make their judgment before voting. 

3. The code of conduct should include stipulations that members would not enter the 

well of the house, nor resort to sloganeering and disruptions or any other unruly 

behavior such as tearing of papers and throwing them in the House. 

4. There is also a need for more coordination between the ruling party and the 

opposition, both inside and outside Parliament, that could help bring about 

consensus on important legislations. 

LOGO AND MOTTO FOR LOKPAL 

 

 

News 

 Lokpal Chairman Justice (retired) Pinaki Chandra Ghose launched the new logo 

and motto for the apex anti-corruption ombudsman. 

 The Lokpal became functional after the appointment of its Chairman and members 

in March 2019. 

About the Logo 

 The logo was designed by Prashant Mishra, a resident of Prayagraj in UP in a 

competition. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The logo symbolizes how Lokpal protects and cares for the people of India by 

establishing justice as per law. 

 The logo figuratively symbolizes the essence of Lokpal with: 

1. the inclusion of shapes such as the ombudsman [Judges‟ Bench] 

2. the people [three human figures], 

3. vigilance [an Ashoka Chakra forming an eye], 

4. the law [a shape of book] and the judicial [two tri-color hands placed below, 

forming a unique balance]. 

The motto 

 The Lokpal unanimously decided to take one portion of the above 1st sloka of 

‘Ishabasoupanishad’. 

 It is read as under:- 

“मा गधृः कस्यस्स्िद्धनम”् 

The meaning of the above slogan/motto in Hindi is          मा गधृः= ऱोभ, मत करो, 
कस्यस्स्ित=्ककसी के, धनम=्धन का i.e. ककसी के धन का ऱोभ मत करो. The 

meaning in English is “Do not be greedy for anyone‟s wealth.” 

SPECIAL PROTECTION GROUP (AMENDMENT) BILL 2019 

News 

• Based on the recommendations of the BirbalNath committee report, SPG came into 

existence in 1985. 

• From 1985 to 1988, SPG was governed by an Executive Order and only in 1988 the 

SPG Act came into existence to provide security to the Prime Minister and his / her 

family. 

• Under the Act, the Special Protection Group (SPG) provides security to the Prime 

Minister and his immediate family members. 



 
 
 
 

 

• SPG considers only providing physical security, but it takes care about protection of 

Prime Minister's office, his / her communication systems, foreign tours and issues 

pertaining to his / her health and well being. 

• It also provides security to former Prime Ministers and their immediate family 

members for a period of one year from the date on which they cease to hold the 

office. Beyond this period, the SPG security is provided based on the level of 

threat as decided by the central government. 

• The threat must: (i) emanate from a military or terrorist organization, and (ii) be of a 

grave and continuing nature. 

Provisions of new bill 

• SPG will now protect only the Prime Minister and members of his immediate 

family residing with him at his official residence. 

• It will also provide security to former Prime Ministers and their immediate family 

members staying with them at the residence allotted for a period of five years from 

the date on which they cease to hold office. 

• If the SPG security is withdrawn from a former Prime Minister, it will also be 

withdrawn from his immediate family members 

MERGER OF 2 UT'S 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

News 

A bill which seeks to merge the Union Territories of Daman and Diu, and Dadra and 

Nagar Haveli was passed by Lok Sabha. 

About the merger 

• The merged Union Territory will be named as Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman 

and Diu. 

• The country currently has nine Union Territories after the creation of the UTs of 

Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh. 

• However, with the merger of Daman and Diu, and Dadra and Nagar Haveli, the 

number of UTs will come down to eight. 

• The number of Lok Sabha seats will remain unaltered and the jurisdiction of the 

Bombay High Court will continue over the two territories. 

• The reservations provided to people in the two union territories will continue. 

Benefits 

• Merging of both the UTs will help in strengthening the administrative services. It 

will also give proper services. It will also lead to the proper developed of these 

UTS. 

• Merging will also help in cutting down the administrative cost. 

BASICS 

Portuguese rule in India 

• After India‟s independence from the British Empire in August 1947, Portugal 

continued to hold a handful of exclaves on the Indian subcontinent — the districts 

of Goa, Daman and Diu and Dadra and Nagar Haveli — collectively known as the 

Estado da Índia. 

• Dadra and Nagar Haveli were two Portuguese landlocked exclaves of the Daman 

district. It did not have any Portuguese military garrison, but only police forces. 



 
 
 
 

 

• From 1954 to 1961, Dadra and Nagar Haveli was administered by a body called the 

Varishta Panchayat of Free Dadra and Nagar Haveli with administrative help from 

the government of India. 

• Although it enjoyed de facto independence, Dadra and Nagar Haveli were still 

recognized internationally (e.g. by the International Court of Justice) as Portuguese 

possessions. 

• The Tenth Amendment of the Constitution of India was passed to include Dadra and 

Nagar Haveli as a union territory, effective 11 August 1961. 

• On 31 December 1974 a treaty was signed between India and Portugal on 

recognition of India‟s sovereignty over Goa, Daman, Diu, Dadra and Nagar Haveli. 

EXPERT COMMITTEE TO REVIEW SPORT CODE 

Olympic bronze-medallist shooter Gagan Narang, former football captain Bhaichung 

Bhutia and national badminton coach P. Gopi Chand have been named in a 13-

member expert committee formed by the Sports Ministry to review the Draft 

National Sports Code 2017. 

 

• The expert committee will be headed by Supreme Court judge Justice (Retd.) 

Mukundakam Sharma as its chairman. 

• The draft code proposes drastic changes in the 2011 Code, including barring of 

ministers, members of Parliament and Legislative Assemblies and government 

servants from holding office in the IOA and NSFs, tenure restrictions and age cap 

of 70 years. 

• The panel will also feature a representative from the Indian Olympic Association 

(IOA), which has rejected the code in current form as it seeks to put an age and 

tenure cap on sports administrators 

• The committee will try to strike a balance between autonomy of National Sports 

Federations vis-a-vis need for transparency and autonomy. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Locals First Policy 

Context: 

• The Maharashtra government, has promised to enact a law to reserve 80 per cent of 

jobs in the private sector for “local / domicile” youths. 

• Jagan Mohan Reddy government in Andhra Pradesh also reserved 75 per cent jobs 

factories for Andhra Pradesh youths, making it the first state in the country to 

introduce such a provision in the private sector. 

• Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Kamal Nathalso announced that his government 

was considering a quota for locals in private sector jobs in the state. 

• The Assam government had made similar attempts for reservation in state 

government jobs, legislative assembly and local bodies for indigenous Assamese 

people 

The Locals First Policy 

Why? 

With the growth in industries, the demand for land for industrial use has been 

increasing. Since most of the requirement is met by acquiring private agricultural 

lands, the owners are being displaced and deprived of their livelihood. Therefore, 

there is a demand from land losers, apart from the local population, to provide 

employment. 

Though there were promises by the industrial managements to meet these demands at 

the initial phases of setting up their industries, more often than not, the objectives 

are not met. In some instances, even though the local people are employed as per 

the initial commitments, they are generally employed as gardeners, house-keeping 

personnel and other low income jobs. This is causing dissatisfaction in the local 

community and leading to industrial unrest 

Define 'local' 

If the company considers finding suitable persons in the immediate vicinity, they 

need to try to look for candidates in the neighboring villages. The scope will then 



 
 
 
 

 

expand to the district and finally to the entire state, where they will be able to find 

a suitable candidate for any job profile. There is therefore a need to collaborate on 

training the locals with skills required for the jobs they provide. 

Criticisms 

• While the legislation only generally talked about 75 per cent jobs to be filled by 

locals and makes no mention about the cadres within these jobs in a factory, it has, 

however, left the issue open for a future debate by pointing out that only low -

paying jobs were being given to locals in certain instances. 

• Under the law, if skilled personnel are not available for the jobs at hand, these 

industrial units cannot „import‟ labourers from elsewhere; the burden of imparting 

the requisite skills to, and of employing, locals will fall on the units. 

• It will almost certainly push up the cost of doing business in such geographical 

entities that embrace this policy, and make a mockery of the concept of the 'Indian 

Common Market', which rests on the foundational premise of unfettered labor 

mobility. 

• Significantly, a reservation for local populations is also a violation of the 

constitutionally guaranteed right of every citizen to work, live and move freely 

within the country. 

Interstate Movements: 

• The Constitution of India guarantees freedom of movement and consequently 

employment within India through several provisions. 

• Article 19 ensures that citizens can “move freely throughout the territory of India”. 

• Article 16 guarantees no birthplace-based discrimination in public employment. 

• Article 15 guards against discrimination based on place of birth and 

• Article 14 provides for equality before law irrespective of place of birth. 

• Some of these articles were invoked in a landmark 2014 case — CharuKhurana vs. 

Union of India — when a trade union had declined membership to a make-up artist 

because she had not lived in Maharashtra for at least five years, as per the union's 

rules. The trade union lost the case. 



 
 
 
 

 

National Register of Indian Citizens 

 

Context: 

• On November 20, 2019 the Union Home Minister, Mr. Amit Shah, answered a 

starred question in the Rajya Sabha thus: “Preparation of National Register of 

Indian Citizens (NRIC) is governed by the provisions of Section 14A of the 

Citizenship Act, 1955 and The Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issue of 

National Identity Cards) Rules 2003. Section 14A of the Citizenship Act, 1955 

provides for compulsory registration of every citizen of India and maintenance of 

NRIC. The procedure to prepare and maintain NRIC is specified in the Citizenship 

(Registration of Citizens and Issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003. ” 

Rules that authorize an NRIC 

• Rule 11 states that the “Registrar General of Citizen Registration shall cause to 

maintain the National Register of Indian Citizen in electronic or some other form 

which shall entail its continuous updating on the basis of extracts from various 

registers specified under the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 and the 

[Citizenship] Act [1955]. " 

• Rule 4 places the responsibility to carry out a census-like exercise on the central 

government and not on citizens. This deals with the "Preparation of the National 

Register of Indian Citizens" which provides that the Central Government shall 

carry out a "house-to-house enumeration for collection for particulars related to 

each family and individuals including the citizenship status". 

• Rule 6 provides that every individual must get himself / herself registered with the 

Local Registrar of Citizen Registrations during the period of initialisation (the 

period specified as the start date of the NRIC). Note that this does not begin with a 



 
 
 
 

 

non-obstante clause or words that give it overriding effect over all other clauses. 

What this means is that this rule is circumscribed by the other clauses in the Act. 

Do you know? 

NRC: The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is a register maintained by the 

Government of India containing names and certain relevant information for 

identification of Indian citizens first started in Assam state of India. 

Who are illegal migrants? 

• Migration of people into a country in violation of the immigration laws of that 

country, or the continued residence of people without the legal right to live in that 

country. 

What is the Passport Act? 

• The Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920, was one of the early set of rules made 

against illegal migrants, 

• It empowered the government to make rules requiring individuals entering India to 

be in possession of passports. 

• It also granted the government the power to remove from India any person who 

entered without a passport. 

• The concept of “burden of proof” was introduced in Foreigners Act, 1940. 

• Section 7 of the Act provided that whenever a question arose with regard to the 

nationality of a person, the onus of proving that he was not a foreigner lay upon the 

person. 

When was the Foreigners Act made more stringent? 

• The legislature enacted the Foreigners Act, 1946, by repealing the 1940 Act. 

• It conferred wide powers to deal with all foreigners. 

• It empowered the government to make provisions for prohibiting, regulating or 

restricting the entry of foreigners into India. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It also restricted the rights enjoyed by foreigners in terms of their stay in the country 

if any such orders are passed by the authority. 

• The 1946 Act empowered the government to take such steps as are necessary, 

including the use of force for securing compliance with such directions. 

• The „burden of proof‟ lies with the person, and not with the authorities is still 

applicable in all States and Union Territories. 

• This has been upheld by a Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court. 

What about the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order? 

• In 1964 the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order was brought in. 

• The tribunal has the authority to decide whether a person is a foreigner within the 

ambit of the Foreigners Act, 1946. 

• The tribunal has powers similar to those of a civil court. 

• It gives reasonable opportunity to the person alleged to be a foreigner to produce 

evidence in support of his case, before passing its order. 

• In June this year, the Home Ministry made certain amendments in the Foreigners 

(Tribunals) Order, 1964. 

• It was to empower district magistrates in all States and Union Territories to set up 

tribunals to decide whether a person is staying illegally in India is a foreigner or 

not. 

Why did the IMDT Act fail? 

• The Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act, 1983, was also referred to 

as the IMDT Act. 

• It was introduced for the detection and deportation of illegal migrants who had 

entered India on or after March 25, 1971. 

• It was unsuccessful. 

• One factor for its failure was that it did not contain any provision on 'burden of 

proof' similar to the Foreigners Act, 1946. 



 
 
 
 

 

• This put a very heavy burden upon the authorities to establish whether a person is 

an illegal migrant. 

• The result of the IMDT Act was that a number of non-Indians who may have 

entered Assam after March 25, 1971 without possession of valid documents, 

continue to reside in Assam. 

• Iin the Supreme Court landmark verdict on a petition by Sarbananda Sonowal (now 

the Chief Minister of Assam), challenging the IMDT Act in 2005 the top court 

quashed the IMDT Act. 

• The verdict also closed all tribunals in Assam functioning under the Act. 

• It transferred all pending cases at the IMDT tribunals to the Foreigners Tribunals 

constituted under the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964. 

• Any person excluded from the National Register of Citizens (NRC) recently 

launched in Assam can approach the Foreigners Tribunals, established only in 

Assam, within 120 days of receiving a certified copy of rejection. 

• In other states, a person suspected to be a foreigner is produced before a local court 

under the Passport Act, 1920, or the Foreigners Act, 1946. 

Registration of Political parties in India 

 

Election Commission of India (ECI) is set to implement ―Political Parties 
Registration Tracking Management System‖ (PPRTMS). 

 



 
 
 
 

 

About PPRTMS 

 The salient feature in PPRTMS is that the applicant (who is applying for 
party registration from 1st January, 2020 onwards) will be able to track the 
progress of his / her application and will get status update through SMS 
and email. 

 It will be implemented through an online portal, to facilitate tracking of 
status of application by applicants. 

 The applicant is required to provide contact mobile number and email 
address of the party / applicant in his application if he/she wishes to track 
the progress of the application. 

Registration of Political Parties 

 The Registration of Political Parties is governed by the provisions of section 
29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951. 

 A party seeking registration under the said section with the Commission 
has to submit an application to the Commission within a period of 30 days 
following the date of its formation. 

 The application must be in prescribed format with basic particulars about 
the party such as name, address, membership details of various units, 
names of office bearers etc. 

Q) Consider the following statements 
1. Political Parties Registration Tracking Management System (PPRTMS) 
has been introduced by NITI Aayog which will enable applicants to track 
the status of their application of registration with Election Commission of 
India. 
2. The Registration of Political Parties is governed by the provisions of 
section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951. 
Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 
a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Anglo-Indian MPs and thier powers and priviledges 

 The reservation for SC/ST communities and the Anglo-Indian community 
was to expire in January 2020. 

 But the new Bill will extend the reservation for SC and ST communities by 
10 years, till January 25, 2030. 

 It did away with the reservation for Anglo-Indians in legislative bodies. 

Representations of Anglo-Indians 

 To ensure representation of the communities in elected legislative bodies, 
similar to reservation for SCs and STs, Anglo-Indians were provided two 
nominated seats in the Lok Sabha and nominated seats in certain state 
Assemblies. 

 Article 331 of the Constitution provides for the representation of the Anglo 
Indian, 

 If President is of opinion that the Anglo Indian community is not adequately 
represented in the House of the people, he/she may nominate not more 
than two members of that community. 

 For the state Assemblies, Article 333 provided for the Governor to 
nominate the members. 

 Article 334(b) extended it for 40 years. Subsequent amendments ensured 
the reservation was extended till January 2020. 

 In 2009, the 95th Amendment extended it till 2020. But, according to the 
new Bill, it will cease to exist in January. 

How are the different from elected one? 

 The nominated Anglo-Indian members of the legislative bodies enjoy voting 
privileges similar to other members. 

 It has exceptions when it comes to the election for President, as only 
elected members of both houses of Parliament, state Assemblies and 
Legislative Councils are allowed to vote as the electoral college. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

RAILWARE 

 

Indian Railways has successfully completed the work of providing free public 
Wi-Fi at 5500 stations across the country.  This is a unique initiative as this 
Wi-Fi network is one of the largest Wi-Fi networks in the world. 

RailWire 

 To transform the Railway stations into the hub of Digital inclusion, Indian 
Railways mandated RailTel, a Miniratna PSU under Ministry of Railways, to 
provide free high-speed Wi-Fi at the Railway stations. 

 The journey started in January 2016 from the financial capital of India – 
Mumbai Central station and in a span of 46 months Railways has 
successfully provided Wi-Fi at 5500 stations across the country. 

 The mission is to provide Wi-Fi at all Railway stations (except the halt 
ones). 

 The Wi-Fi is being provided under the brand name of RailWire. 

MAPATHON KERALAM 



 
 
 
 

 

 

News 

• As many as 10,130 government offices have already been mapped as part of the ₹ 

4.24-crore-Mapathon Keralam project which is part of the Rebuild Kerala 

Initiative. 

• The project aims at creating micro-level maps of the entire state for identifying all 

the natural and physical assets 

• Mapswill be useful for planning and implementing flood control and rehabilitation 

activities. 

• A crowdsourcing mapping initiative: The maps are to be created online with public 

participation, and anyone with a computer / mobile phone and an internet 

connection can participate in the initiative. 

About Rebuild Kerala Initiative. 

• After damage caused by floods in the state during August 2018, Keral government 

launched Rebuild Kerala initiative with the objective of building resilience and 

mitigating risk, adopting the concept of 'building back better'. 

• The aim of RKI is to catalyse rebuilding of Kerala in a way that addresses key 

drivers of floods, natural disasters & climate change risks and strengthens the 

state's preparedness against future disasters. 

• It is the government's vision of converting the crisis into an opportunity by more 

explicitly embedding the idea of building a green and resilient Kerala. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

IS 10500: 2012 

 News 

• Government stated that the Bureau of Indian Standards is preparing the ground for 

implementing of piped water quality standards - IS 10500: 2012, in cooperation 

with state departments. 

• However, it is not yet clear whether the center‟s own flagship mission (Jal Jeevan 

Mission) to provide piped water to all cities by 2024 will implement the BIS 

standard. 

• Unlike the BIS standard for bottled water, which is mostly produced by private 

companies, the standard for piped water - largely supplied by government agencies 

- is not yet mandatory. 

• Jal Shakti is the nodal ministry for the Jal Jeevan Mission to provide functional 

household tap connections to 14.6 crore rural households by 2024. 

About Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) 

• It is a statutory body established in 1987 under the BIS Act 1986. It replaced the 

Indian Standards Institution (ISI), a body set up under the Societies Registration 

Act, 1860. 

• It works under the guidance of Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution. 

• The objective of BIS is to achieve harmonious development of the activities of 

standardization, certification marking and quality certification of goods. 

• BIS is involved in various activities such as Standards Formulation, Product 

Certification Scheme, Hall Marking Scheme, Laboratory Services etc. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

JAL JIVAN MISSION 

 

The per capita availability of water in India is reducing due to the increase in 

population. 

Water availability per person 

• The average annual per capita water availability in the years 2001 and 2011 was 

assessed as 1816 cubic meters and 1545 cubic meters 

• It may further reduce to 1486 cubic meters in the year 2021. 

About Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 

• The govt. has launched Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), which aims at providing 

functional household tap connections to every rural household by 2024 at the 

service level of 55 liters per capita per day. 

• This mission will focus on integrated demand and supply side management of water 

at the local level, including creation of local infrastructure for source sustainability 

like rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge and management of household 

wastewater for reuse in agriculture. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Arms Amendment Bill, 2019 

Context: 

• Parliament recently approved a legislation providing for a maximum punishment of 

life imprisonment for manufacturing and carrying illegal arms. 

• The Bill seeks to amend the Arms Act, 1959. 

• It seeks to decrease the number of charged firearms allowed per person and increase 

penalties for certain offences under the Act. 

• It also introduces new categories of offences. 

Features: 

• License for acquiring firearms: Under the Act, a license must be obtained to 

acquire, possess, or carry any firearm. A person can obtain a license for up to three 

firearms. The Bill reduces the number of permitted firearms from three to one. 

• The validity of a firearm license will be from three years to five years. 

• Ban on firearms: The Act bans manufacture, sale, use, transfer, conversion, testing 

or proofing of firearms without license. The Bill additionally prohibits receiving or 

procuring un-obtained firearms. 

• Increase in punishment: The bill increases the punishment related to un-acquired 

firearms and various other offenses to between seven years and life imprisonment, 

along with a fine. 

• New offences: The bill adds news offences. These include: (i) forcefully taking a 

firearm from police or armed forces (ii) using firearms in a celebratory gunfire 

which endangers human life or personal safety of others. Celebratory gunfire refers 

to use of firearms in public gatherings, religious places, marriages or other 

functions to fire ammunition. 

• Tracking of firearms: the central government may make rules to track firearms 

and ammunition from manufacturer to purchaser to detect, investigate, and analyze 

illicit manufacturing and trafficking. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

• heirloom or heritage weapons could be kept if they have been de-activated. 

• The bill has also accorded special status to sportsperson who need firearms and 

ammunition for practice and participating in tournaments. 

• As per the bill, those who own more than two firearms will have to deposit the third 

one with police station concerned or authorized gun dealers. 

• The new legislation has a provision for life imprisonment for those who snatch or 

loot arms and ammunition from police or other security forces. 

• The Bill amends a section of the Arms Act, 1959, to give punishment from the usual 

life term of 14 years to “imprisonment for the remainder of that person‟s life” for 

manufacturing, selling, repairing and possessing “prohibited” arms. 

• The minimum punishment under this section will be 14 years. 

• According to an estimate, India has a total of around 35 lakh gun licences. Thirteen 

lakh people have licenses to carry weapons in Uttar Pradesh, followed by 

militancy-hit Jammu and Kashmir, where 3.7 lakh people possess arms licenses, 

most of which were taken in the name of personal security. 

• Punjab, which witnessed terrorism in 1980s and 1990s, has around 3.6 lakh active 

gun licences, most of which were issued during the two decades of strife. 

VIRTUAL AUTOPSY 

 

It is likely to be possible soon to carry out autopsies without dissecting the 
body, Health Minister Harsh Vardhan informed Rajya Sabha.  India will be 
the first country in South and Southeast Asia to carry out these virtual 
autopsies. 



 
 
 
 

 

What is a Virtual Autopsy OR Virtopsy? 

 A general autopsy is a highly specialized surgical procedure that consists 
of a thorough examination of a corpse to determine the cause and manner 
of death and to evaluate any disease or injury that may be present. 

 In a virtual autopsy, doctors use radiation to examine the innards to reach a 
conclusion about the cause of death. 

 A CT or an MRI machine could be used, in the same way that they are 
used to scan a living human‘s body. 

Why opt Virtopsy? 

 The traditional postmortem often makes members of the dead person‘s 
family uncomfortable. 

 Virtopsy can be employed as an alternative to standard autopsies for broad 
and systemic examination of the whole body as it is less time consuming. 

 It aids better diagnosis and renders respect to religious sentiments. 
 Virtopsy is also faster than a traditional one — 30 minutes against 2½ 

hours. 
 India has taken up this project for ―dignified management of dead body‖. 

When is this service likely to start? 

 The AIIMS New Delhi and Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) are 
working together on a technique for postmortem without incising/dissecting 
the body. 

 This technique is likely to become functional in the next six months. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

GANDHIPEDIA  

 

The Government is developing ‗Gandhi Encyclopedia‘ to spread awareness in 
the society. 

Gandhipedia 

 The project is at present being designed by the National Council for 
Science and Museums. It will be jointly implemented by IIT-Kharagpur and 
IIT-Gandhinagar. 

 It is being developed as a social media portal that will contain original 
works related to the Father of the Nation. 

 It aims for promotion of appropriate Gandhian philosophy and thoughts 
through social media platforms under 150th birth anniversary of Gandhi Ji. 

 The portal will function on artificial intelligence (AI) and machine running. 

Features 

 The portal will contain original photographs, visuals, speeches and the 100 
collected works of Gandhiji. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Books by Gandhiji will also be available on the portal apart from books that 
have been written on him. 

 It will be free for access to everybody. 

V.R SIRPURKAR COMMISION 

News 

• The Supreme Court set up an inquiry commission led by its former judge, 
Justice V.S. Sirpurkar, to investigate the circumstances of the police 
'encounter' killing of four persons accused in the gang-rape and murder of 
a veterinarian in Hyderabad. 

• The commission will sit in Hyderabad and has 6 months to complete 
investigation 

• The apex court has, meanwhile, stayed the proceedings in the Telangana 
High Court and the NHRC into the incident. 

• The four accused were taken to the scene of the crime around 60 km from 
Hyderabad in the early hours of December 6 for a re-construction of crime 
scene. 

• Two petitions were filed in the Supreme Court claiming that the alleged 
encounter was "fake" and that investigating agency like police has no right 
to punish any accused without due process of law. 

Parliament passes (126th Amendment) bill to extend SC-ST 

reservation quota 

Context: 

• Parliament recently passed a Constitution amendment bill to extend quota to 
SCs and STs in LokSabha and state assemblies by another 10 years. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Govt also asserted that the central government will never stop the 
reservation system 

• Also Revoked the provision for nomination of Anglo-Indians to the LokSabha 
and 14 state assemblies 

• The bill would now be sent to the states for ratification by 50 per cent of the 
assemblies before it comes into force. 

Background 

• Reservation for members of Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes 
(STs), given for the past 70 years in the LokSabha and state assemblies, is 
due to end on January 25, 2020. 

• The reservation for Anglo-Indians in the form of "nomination" is set to expire 
on January 25 2020 as the bill does not extend the facility to the 
community. 

Amendment of the Constitution 

• Amending the Constitution of India is the process of making changes to the 
nation's fundamental law or supreme law. 

• The procedure of amendment in the constitution is laid down in Part XX 
(Article 368) of the Constitution of India which ensures the sanctity of the 
Constitution of India and keeps a check on arbitrary power of the 
Parliament of India. 

• There have been conflicts between the Supreme Court and Parliament, 
where Parliament wants to exercise discretionary use of power to amend 
the constitution while the Supreme Court wants to restrict that power. 

• This has led to the laying down of various doctrines; the most famous 
among them is the Basic structure doctrine as laid down by the Supreme 
Court in the case of Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Procedure 

• An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated only by the introduction of 
a bill in either House of Parliament. 

• The bill must then be passed in each House by a majority of the total 
membership of that House and by a majority of not less than two-thirds of 
the members of that House present and voting. (Special majority) 

• There is no provision for a joint sitting in case of disagreement between the 
two Houses. 

• The Bill, passed by the required majority, is then presented to the President 
who shall give his assent to the Bill. 

• If the amendment seeks to make any change in any of the provisions 
mentioned in the provision to article 368, it must be ratified by the 
Legislatures of not less than one-half of the States. 

• Although there is no prescribed time limit for ratification, it must be 
completed before the amending bill is presented to the President for his 
assent 

Do you know? 

• Parliament is free to enact any number of constitutional amendments in any 
given year. Although Parliament must preserve the basic framework of the 
Constitution, there is no other limitation placed upon the amending power, 
meaning that there is no provision of the Constitution that cannot be 
amended. 

• Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) are among the most 
disadvantaged socio-economic groups in India. Hence, the Government of 
India has enacted progressive legislation, programs and schemes for the 
development and empowerment of the SCs and STs. 

• Article 366 (2) of the Constitution of India states: ―An Anglo-Indian means a 
person whose father or any of whose other male progenitors in the male 



 
 
 
 

 

line is or was of European descent but who is domiciled within the territory 
of India and is or was born within such territory of parents habitually 
resident therein and not established there for temporary purposes only… ‖ 

AP DISHA ACT 

 

The AP Legislative Assembly has passed the Andhra Pradesh Disha Act, 
2019 (Andhra Pradesh Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2019). 

Disha Act 

• The bill provides for awarding death sentences for offenses of rape and 
gangrape and expediting trials of such cases to within 21 days. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The Act envisages the completion of investigation in seven days and trial in 
14 working days, where there is adequate conclusive evidence, and 
reducing the total judgment time to 21 days from the current four months. 

 The AP Disha Act also prescribes life imprisonment for other sexual 
offences against children and includes Section 354 F and 354 G in IPC. 

 In cases of harassment of women through social or digital media, the Act 
states two years imprisonment for the first conviction and four years for 
second and subsequent convictions. 

 For this, a new Section 354 E will be added in IPC, 1860. 

Highlights of the Disha Act 

Introducing women and children offenders registry 

 The government of India has launched a National Registry of Sexual 
offenders but the database is not digitized and is not accessible to the 
public. 

 In the Disha Act, 2019, the Andhra Pradesh government will establish, 
operate and maintain a register in electronic form, to be called the ‗Women 
& Children Offenders Registry‘. 

 This registry will be made public and will be available to law enforcement 
agencies. 

Exclusive punishment of death penalty for rape crimes 

 At present, provision for punishing an offender in a rape case is a fixed jail 
term leading to life imprisonment or the death sentence. 

 The Disha Act 2019 has prescribed the death penalty for rape crimes 
where there is adequate conclusive evidence. 

 Provision is given by amending Section 376 of the Indian Penal Code, 
1860. 

Reducing the judgment period to 21 days 

 The existing judgment period as per the Nirbhaya Act, 2013 and Criminal 
Amendment Act, 2018 is 4 months (two months of investigation period and 
two months of trial period) 



 
 
 
 

 

 As per the  Disha Act 2019, the judgment will now have to be pronounced 
in 21 working days from date of offence in cases of rape crimes with 
substantial conclusive evidence. 

 The investigation shall be completed in seven working days and trial shall 
be completed in 14 working days. 

 For this, amendments have been made to Section 173 and Section 309 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure Act, 1973 and via the introduction of 
additional clauses in the act. 

 The same has been done in cases involving minors. 

Stringent punishment for sexual offences against children 

 In cases of molestation/sexual assault on children under the POCSO Act, 
2012, punishment ranges from a minimum of three years to maximum of 
seven years of imprisonment. 

 In the Disha Act 2019, apart from rape, the Government of Andhra Pradesh 
prescribes life imprisonment for other sexual offences against children. 

 New Sections 354F and Section 354G ‗Sexual Assault on Children‘ is being 
inserted in the Indian Penal Code, 1860. 

Punishment for harassment of women through social media 

 In the AP Disha Act, 2019, in cases of harassment of women through 
email, social media, digital mode or any other form, the guilty shall be 
punishable with imprisonment. 

 The imprisonment will be for a term which may extend to two years on first 
conviction and with imprisonment for a term which may extend to four years 
on second and subsequent conviction. 

 At present, no such provision exists in the Indian Penal Code. A new 
Section 354E ‗Harassment of Women‘ is being added in Indian Penal 
Code, 1860 

Establishment of exclusive special courts in every district of Andhra 
Pradesh 

 In the Disha Act, 2019, the government will establish exclusive special 
courts in each district to ensure speedy trial. 



 
 
 
 

 

 These courts will exclusively deal with cases of offences against women 
and children including rape, acid attacks, stalking, voyeurism, social media 
harassment of women, sexual harassment and all cases under the POCSO 
Act. 

 The state government has introduced the ‗Andhra Pradesh Special Courts 
for Specified Offences against Women & Children Act, 2019′. 

Reducing appeal to 3 months for disposal of rape cases  

 At present, the period for disposal of appeal cases related to rape cases 
against women and children is six months. 

 In the Disha Act, 2019, the period for disposal of appeal cases has been 
reduced to three months. 

 Amendments are being made in Section 374 and 377 of Code of Criminal 
Procedure Act, 1973. 

Constitution of special police teams and appointment of the special 
public prosecutor in special courts 

 There is no such provision in existing laws. 
 In the AP Disha Act, 2019, the government will constitute special police 

teams at the district level to be called District Special Police Team to be 
headed by DSP for investigation of offences related to women and children. 

 The government will also appoint a special public prosecutor for each 
exclusive special court. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Decentralised Government - AP 3 capitals 

 

Context 

Sometimes ideas can sound good, but when it comes to implementation 
they need to be tested for feasibility and timing. 

3 capitals 

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister hinted that the South African model of 
three capitals was best suited in his State and that his government would 
work towards this. 

 In South Africa, the administrative capital is in Pretoria, its national 
legislature in Cape Town and its judicial capital in Bloemfontein. 

 It stems from the idea that the distribution of executive, legislative and 
judicial governance across Visakhapatnam, Amaravati, and Kurnool would 
allow for “a decentralised development of the State”. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Locations 

 The location choices are in the upper, central and lower geographical 
regions.  

 Such an arrangement follows the recommendations of the expert 
committee appointed by the Home Affairs Ministry in 2014 to study 
alternatives for new capital. 

 The panel had argued against the need for a greenfield capital city and 
to focus on distributing locations of governance beyond the Vijayawada-
Guntur-Tenali-Mangalagiri urban area. 

 Government-appointed G.N. Rao committee has recommended that the 
Assembly‘s location be retained at Amaravati, with the Secretariat and High 
Court moved to Visakhapatnam and Kurnool. 

What was done 

 The previous party in power decided to build a grand capital in Amaravati 
and acquired large parcels of land from farmers. 

 Amaravati has become a functioning State capital for all purposes now. 
 Many farmers had agreed to give up fertile land for the expansion of the 

capital as part of a land pooling scheme. 
 They were to have received residential and commercial plots as 

compensation. 
 If the government limits Amaravati to hosting only the Assembly, it must 

take into account the concerns of affected farmers. 
 As considerable work has been completed in Amaravati as a functioning 

capital, it should be taken into account before embarking upon the 
―decentralisation‖ idea. 

Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP) 



 
 
 
 

 

 

The Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP) has been recognized officially by the 
National Department of Regulation of Medicines and Health Products of the 
Ministry of Public Health of Republic of Afghanistan. 

Significance of the move 

• With this, a new beginning has been made and Afghanistan has become 
the first country to recognize IP pursuant to the efforts of Department of 
Commerce and Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP) 

• The quality, efficacy and safety of the medicines are important from 
healthcare perspective. 

• In order to ensure the quality of medicinal products, the legal and 
scientific standards are provided by the Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission 
(IPC) in the form of Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP). 



 
 
 
 

 

• IP is an officially recognized book of standards as per the Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act, 1940 and Rules 1945 thereunder. 

• As per, the Second Schedule of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, IP is 
designated as the official book of standards for drugs imported and / or 
manufactured for sale, stock or exhibition for sale or distribution in India. 

• Standards prescribed in the IP are authoritative in nature and are 
enforced by the regulatory authorities for quality control of medicines in 
India. 

What is IP Commission? 

• The IP Commission's mission is to promote public and animal health in 
India by bringing out authoritative and officially accepted standards for 
quality of drugs. 

• It includes active pharmaceutical ingredients, excipients and dosage 
forms, used by health professionals, patients and consumers. 

• This is achieved by developing the standards for medicines and 
supporting their implementation. 

• In addition, IPC also develops IP Reference Substances (IPRS) that act 
as fingerprint for identification of an article under test and its purity as 
prescribed in the IP monographs. 

SCHOOL CATEGORIZATION BY ARUNCHAL PRADESH 

News 

• In Arunachal Pradesh State where teacher absenteeism has been a 
major issue in the public education system, schools will be marked 'hard', 
'soft' and 'medium' -— based on topography, accessibility and degrees of 
difficulty in staying at the place of posting 

• Geography, lack of infrastructure and reluctance of teachers to work 
beyond their comfort zones are the reasons for this categorization 



 
 
 
 

 

• According to new teachers posting policy: All new recruits will be given a 
hard posting for a mandatory three years, inclusive of their probation 
period. 

• The next five years will be in schools with levels of medium difficulty, 
followed by posting in soft schools 

• This ensures need-based distribution of teachers to protect the academic 
interest of students and optimize job satisfaction among the teachers in a 
free and transparent manner 

Ujwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana (UDAY): sharp spike in discom 

losses 

 

Context: 

• Discom losses, which had progressively reduced in the first couple of 
years since the scheme's rollout in November 2015, have rebounded in FY 
'19 to nearly double the losses recorded the previous year. 

• Book losses of discoms, which had reduced from Rs 51,562 crore in FY 
'16 to Rs 15,132 crore in FY '18, have nearly doubled this financial year to 
Rs 28,036 crore, 



 
 
 
 

 

• Discoms have also missed the FY '19 UDAY target to bring down their 
aggregate technical and commercial (AT&C) losses to 15 per cent. 

Reason for failure: 

• The primary reason for failure, as is being recognized in policy circles, is 
the failure of discoms to collect the full cost that they pay for power - the 
same issue that had led to the floundering of the previous two schemes. 

Solutions: 

• Franchise or PPP models. 

• The center is also likely to back up the new scheme by providing some 
grant support, which it did not do in UDAY. 

Problems with the Sector: 

The massive transmission and distribution losses can be attributed to the 
following reasons: 

• Inadequate Tariff increases 

• Poor Power purchase planning 

• Sale of power at prices lower than the discom‘s procurement costs 

• Political Willingness 

• Lack of timely Subsidy Payments 

• Inefficiencies in metering and billing 

• Illegal Connections 

• Reckless funding by banks to loss-making discoms 

Why UDAY? 



 
 
 
 

 

• The UDAY Scheme (not compulsory) will pave way for the takeover of the 
75 per cent of discom liabilities by state governments over a two-to-five 
year period 

• Financing of the Debt: Via bonds with a maturity period of 10-15 years 

 Effects: 

 It will help relieve debt-ridden discoms 
 It will lead to the acceptance of debts in the balance sheet of the discom 

while encouraging them to align tariffs to costs and ensuring the 
sustainable working of the same 

The utility of UDAY: 

• Unsustainable borrowings should be curbed to put a stop on ever-
increasing loss. Under Uday, the future losses can be permitted to finance 
only when a discom bond is guaranteed by the State Government, thus 
ensuring that the discom applies a profitable discretion 

• With elements like the guided intervention of the state governments and the 
graded manner in which it needs to be taken up, the scheme assumes an all-
season ongoing approach and not a one-time settlement effort. 

Certain conditions put across by Uday involves: 

 Loss reduction needs to be aided by circle-wise targets, feeder and DT 
metering as well as upgrading and replacement of transformers 

 Areas with sustained loss reduction should be incentivized (rewarded) by 
increased hours of supply 

• Other initiatives that can be taken to reduce discom inefficiencies: 
 Laying down a specific performance-monitoring & compliance mechanism 

(can be incentivized by additional funding and other inputs) 
 Monitoring of lending by banks to ensure reliable supply of investment 
 Ensure regular tariff setting 
 Energy auditing of feeders 
 Metering of distribution transformers (DT) 
 Elimination of revenue gaps 



 
 
 
 

 

 Allow fuel-cost adjustments in final tariffs 
 Reduction in short-term power purchase 
 Liquidation of Regulatory Assets 
 Ensuring advance payments of subsidies 

Attractive to States: 

• The additional liability will not be considered for assessing fiscal 
responsibility limits of states 

• The 3 to 4 percent point reduction in interest rates will serve as a relief 

Issues with Uday 

• State Subject: Electricity is not a central subject and thus, the scheme 
cannot be made a compulsory one- which leaves the door open for unequal 
working of the Discom per State. 

• No monetary assistance is being provided by the state though states willing 
to become a part of the scheme will be granted with subsidized funding in the 
government's schemes and priority in the supply of coal 

• The conversion of discom debt into bonds is not as difficult as is finding a 
suitable buyer for those bonds, not enjoying SLR status additionally 

NAGPUR RESOLUTION 

The 'Nagpur Resolution- A holistic approach for empowering citizens' was 
adopted during a conference on 'Improving Public Service Delivery - Role of 
Governments', in Nagpur, Maharashtra. 

Nagpur Resolution 

The Conference resolved that government stakeholders shall collaborate to: 

• To empower the citizens by policy interventions for better service delivery 
through timely updation of citizens charters, implementation of enactments 
and benchmarking standards for continuous improvement; 



 
 
 
 

 

• To empower citizens by adopting a bottom-up approach to bring massive 
improvements in quality of grievance redressal and reduction in timelines 
of grievance redressal; 

• To adopt a holistic approach of systemic public grievance reforms through 
improved mapping, formulation of monitoring matrix, data collection and 
evaluation in quality of grievance redressal; 

• To provide an enabling environment for States and Ministries / Departments 
of the Government of India for creating web portals and to adopt a holistic 
approach for improved service delivery through digital platforms; 

• To focus on dynamic policy making and strategic decisions, monitoring of 
implementation, appointment of key personnel, coordination and 
evaluation; 

• To achieve a sense of common identity by exchange of technical expertise 
in the areas of Improved Service Delivery between the paired states under 
the Ek Bharat - Shresht Bharat Program; 

• To work towards long-term engagements in the areas of Improved Service 
Delivery for Empowering Citizens through greater cooperation between 
the DARPG and the participating States and, 

• To ensure timely publication of Good Governance Index to identify the 
quality of governance in 10 sectors especially those pertaining to welfare 
and infrastructure at the Union, State and District levels. 

National Population Register (NPR): Census will be conducted in 

2021 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Context: 

• The Union Cabinet approved a proposal to conduct Census 2021 and 
update the National Population Register (NPR). While the Census will be 
conducted in 2021, the NPR update will take place from April to 
September 2020 in all the States / UTs except Assam. 

• According to the sources, the Union Cabinet has approved a proposal of the 
Home Ministry to spend Rs 8,754 crore for the Census 2021 and Rs 3,941 
crore for updating the NPR. 

NPR 

• The NPR is a register of usual residents of the country. 

• It is mandatory for every usual resident of India to register in the NPR. 

• It includes both Indian citizens as well as a foreign citizen. 

Objectives: 

• To create a comprehensive identity database of every usual resident in the 
country. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The first National Population Register was prepared in 2010 and updating 
this data was done during 2015 by organized door to door survey. 

• The next update of the NPR will take place next year from April to 
September with the House listing phase of the Census 2021. 

• It is being prepared at the local (village / sub-town), sub-district, district, 
state and national level under provisions of the Citizenship Act 1955 and the 
Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and issue of National Identity Cards) 
Rules, 2003 . 

Usual resident 

According to the Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issues of National 
Identity Cards) Rules, 2003, a usual resident is a person who has resided in a 
local area for the past 6 months or more or a person who intends to reside in 
that area for the next 6 months or more. 

Census: 

• The Census is the enumeration of the population of the country It is being 
conducted at an interval of 10 years. 

• Census 2021 will be 16th census in the country since the first census 
occurred in 1872 

• For the first time, the Census 2021 will use the Mobile App for data 
collection. It will also provide a facility to the public for self-enumeration. 

NPR connected to NRC? 

• The Citizenship Act empowers the government to compulsorily register 
every citizen and maintain a National Register of Indian Citizens. 

• A nationwide NRC - if implemented - would flow out of NPR. 

• This does not necessarily mean that an NRC must follow NPR - no such 
register was compiled after the previous NPR in 2010. 



 
 
 
 

 

• After a list of residents is created, a nationwide NRC - if it happens - could 
go about verifying the citizens from that list. 

 

Concerns: 

• Another debate has been about privacy. 

• The NPR intends to collect many details of personal data on residents. 

• The government position is based on two grounds. One is that every country 
must have a comprehensive identity database of its residents with 
demographic details. 

• Largely to justify the collection of data such as driving license, voter ID and 
PAN, is that it will ease the life of those residing in India by cutting red tape 

Concerns in West Bengal and Kerala: 

• These Opposition-judged states are making a political point. Citizenship, 
aliens and naturalisation are subject matters listed in List 1 of the Seventh 
Schedule that fall exclusively under the domain of Parliament. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Legally, the states have no say in implementing or ruling out NPR. However, 
given that the manpower is drawn from the states, the defiance could 
potentially result in a showdown. 

"Run Through Files" mechanism 

 

To ensure that important government matters are getting delayed owing to 
conflicting hierarchical and departmental priorities, the Haryana government 
has introduced a ―Run Through Files‖ mechanism. 

“Run Through Files” mechanism 

• Haryana government has introduced a new provision of ―Run Through Files‖ 
in the Centralized File Movement and Tracking Information System (CFMS). 

• It would be personally monitored by Chief Minister of Haryana. 

• A file shall be marked as Run Through Files only by the CM in the CFMS. 

• Every file marked as RTF has to be cleared on priority greater than that is 
currently being accorded to the files marked top priority. 

• At whichever level any contribution other than mere signing on the file is 
made, the same will also be uploaded on CFMS portal. 



 
 
 
 

 

• A system generated SMS and email will automatically be sent on each 
downward or upward movement of the file. 

GOOD GOVERNANCE INDEX 

 

The Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions has launched the ‗Good 
Governance Index‘. 

Good Governance Index (GGI) 

 The GGI is a uniform tool across States to assess the Status of 
Governance and impact of various interventions taken up by the State 
Government and UTs. 

 The objectives of GGI are to provide quantifiable data to compare the state 
of governance in all states and UTs, enable states and UTs to formulate 
and implement suitable strategies for improving governance and shift to 
result oriented approaches and administration. 

 Various principles have been kept in mind while selecting the indicators, i.e. 
it should be easy to understand & calculate, citizen-centric & result driven, 
leading to improved results and applicable to all states and UTs, among 
others. 

 Various consultation meetings were held with the stakeholders, including 
consultations with sector experts, ministries, states & UTs. 

Sectors accounted under GGI 



 
 
 
 

 

 These ten Governance Sectors are measured on total 50 indicators: 

1. Agriculture and Allied Sectors, 
2. Commerce & Industries, 
3. Human Resource Development, 
4. Public Health, 
5. Public Infrastructure & Utilities, 
6. Economic Governance, 
7. Social Welfare & Development, 
8. Judicial & Public Security, 
9. Environment and 
10. Citizen-Centric Governance 

 The states and UTs are divided into three groups: a). Big States, b). North-
East & Hill States and c). UTs. 

 The states and UTs are ranked on all indicators separately, at the same 
time composite ranking is also calculated for these states and UTs under 
their respective groups based upon these indicators. 

GOOD GOVERNANCE INDEX  

 



 
 
 
 

 

The Ministry of Personnel has launched the Good Governance Index 
(GGI). 

Good Governance Index (GGI) 

 The GGI is a uniform tool that will help in assessing the status of 
governance and the impact of interventions undertaken by governments 
across all states and UTs. 

What is Good governance? 

 It can be referred as an effective and efficient process of decision making 
and the process by which decisions are implemented (or not implemented) 
keeping the amelioration of citizens as the topmost priority. 

 Resource allocation, creation of formal establishments, setting up rules and 
regulations etc., are part of achieving this goal. 

Performance of states 

 On the index, Tamil Nadu has got the highest score (5.62), followed by 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Chhattisgarh (5.4, 5.1, and 5.05) 
respectively. 

 Among the Northeastern and hill states, Himachal Pradesh is at the top 
with a score of 5.22, followed by Uttarakhand, Tripura, and Mizoram at 
4.87, 4.5, and 4.41 respectively. 

 In the list of environment rankings, West Bengal is on top, followed by 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Bihar. 

 In economic governance ranking, Karnataka leads, followed by 
Maharashtra, Telangana, Gujarat, and Tamil Nadu. 

Sectorwise performance 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Political Parties Registration Tracking Management System 

(PPRTMS) 

 

In order to enable applicants to track the status of the application, the 
Election Commission of India has launched a ―Political Parties Registration 
Tracking Management System (PPRTMS)‖. 

About PPRTMS 

 The salient feature in the PPRTMS is that the applicant, who is applying for 
party registration from 1st January, 2020 will be able to track the progress 
of his/her application and will get status update through SMS and e-mail. 

 The status can be tracked through the Commission‘s portal at 
link https://pprtms.eci.gov.in/. 

Registration of political parties 

https://pprtms.eci.gov.in/


 
 
 
 

 

 Registration of political parties is governed by the provisions of Section 29A 
of the Representation of the People Act, 1951. 

 An association seeking registration under the said Section has to submit an 
application to the ECI within a period of 30 days following the date of its 
formation. 

 These guidelines are in exercise by ECI of the powers conferred by Article 
324 of the Constitution of India and Section 29A of the Representation of 
the People Act, 1951. 

Satcom technology: Rajasthan to utilize it in big way 

 

 News 

• Rajasthan Government has started using satellite communication 
technology to enhance the learning outcome in educational institutions - for 
getting the services of subject experts in the government schools and 
colleges 

• The institutions with the shortage of teachers will especially benefit from 
the geostationary satellite uplinking facilities. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Government is also using the technology to generate awareness about 
social welfare schemes, while giving priority to the five aspirational districts 
selected by NITI Aayog in the state. 

About Aspirational Districts. 

• The Aspirational District Program was launched by the Prime Minister on 
January 5, 2018. It aims to quickly and effectively transform some of India‘s 
most underdeveloped districts. 

• It will identify areas of immediate improvement, measure progress, and 
rank districts (done by NITI Aayog) 

• The broad ideas of the program include - 

 convergence of central and state schemes 
 Collaboration of central, state level 'Prabhari' (in-charge) officers and 

district collectors 
 competition among districts 

OVERALL Aspirant Assam, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh 

Performer 

Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Goa, 

Gujarat, Haryana, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, 

Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, 

Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, 

Sikkim, Telangana, Tripura, Uttarakhand, West Bengal, 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Daman 

& Diu, Delhi and Lakshadweep 
Front Runner Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Chandigarh and 

Puducherry 

Achiever NA 

Significance: 

• The SDG India index will also help highlight important gaps related to 
tracking SDGs and the need for India to develop its statistical systems at 
National & State / UT levels. This shall lead to the index evolving and 
becoming more comprehensive over the coming years. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The indicators shall be further refined and additional indicators will be added 
with improvement in data collection, reporting processes & methodology. 

• NITI Aayog is also exploring potential for disaggregating data and 
developing capacity for real time monitoring and measuring incremental 
progress. 

Overall Findings: 
Particular State UT 

SDG India Index Score 

Range 
42-69 57-68 

Top Performer/s Himachal Pradesh & Kerala Chandigarh 

Aspirant Uttar Pradesh Dadra & Nagar Haveli 

• Himachal Pradesh ranks high on providing clean water & sanitation, in 
reducing inequalities & increasing mountain ecosystem 

• Kerala's top rank is attributed to its superior performance in providing good 
health, reducing hunger, achieving gender equality & providing quality 
education 

• Chandigarh leads because of its exemplary performance in providing clean 
water & sanitation, affordable & clean energy, generating decent work & 
economic growth, & providing quality education 

Maani APP 



 
 
 
 

 

  

With an eye to aid the differently-abled, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
launched a mobile app to identify currency notes. 

MANI App 

• 'MANI', is an acronym for Mobile Aided Note Identifier. 

• The visually challenged can identify the denomination of a note by using the 
application, which can also work offline once it is installed. 

• A user will have to scan the notes using the camera and it will give the audio 
output to give out results in Hindi and English. 

• RBI has clarified that the app does not authenticate a note as either genuine 
or counterfeit. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

RESTRUCTURING OF RAILWAY BOARD 

 

 The Cabinet recently approved trimming of the Railway Board, the powerful 
body that governs the Indian Railways. From nine, the Board will now have 
only five Members. 

The move has led to protests from serving civil servants, prompting the 
Railway Board to reach out to them to allay their concerns. 

What is the proposed restructure? 

• The cabinet has decided to merge all central service cadres of Railways 
officers into a single Indian Railways Management Service (IRMS). 

• Now, any eligible officer could occupy any post, including board member 
posts, irrespective of training and specialization since they will all belong to 
IRMS. 

• The five members of the Board, other than a Chairman-cum-CEO, will now 
be the Members Infrastructure, Finance, Rolling Stock, Track, and 
Operations and Business Development. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The Board will also have independent members, who will be industry 
experts with at least 30 years of experience, but in non-executive roles, 
only attending board meetings. 

• A separate exam under the Union Public Service Commission is proposed 
to be instituted in 2021 to induct IRMS officers. 

What is the present system like? 

• The Indian Railways is governed by a pool of officers, among whom 
engineers are recruited after the Indian Engineering Service Examination, 
and civil servants through the Civil Services Examination. 

• The civil servants are in the Indian Railway Traffic Service (IRTS), Indian 
Railway Accounts Service (IRAS) and Indian Railway Personnel Service 
(IRPS). 

• The engineers are in five technical service cadres - Indian Railway Service 
of Engineers (IRSE), Indian Railway Service of Mechanical Engineers 
(IRSME), Indian Railway Service of Electrical Engineers (IRSEE), Indian 
Railway Service of Signal Engineers (IRSSE) and the Indian Railway 
Stores Service (IRSS). 

• Until the 1950s, the Railways system was run by officers from just three 
main streams: Traffic, Civil Engineering, and Mechanical. The other 
streams emerged as separate services over time. 

Why was the reform needed? 

• The railways departments were working ―in silos‖ and hence the government 
wanted to end this inter-departmental rivalries, which was been hindering 
growth for decades. 

• Several committees including the Bibek Debroy committee in 2015 have 
noted that ―departmentalism‖ is a major problem in the system. 

• Most committees have said merger of the services in some form would be a 
solution. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The Debroy report recommended merging of all services to create two 
distinct services: Technical and Logistics. But it did not say how to merge 
the existing officers. 

Why are officers opposed to the move? 

• The questions started with a proposal to merge all 8,400 officers in the eight 
services - five technical and three non-technical - to prepare a common 
seniority list. 

• Those protesting the government's decision to say that the merger is 
unscientific and against established norms, as it proposes to merge two 
fundamentally dissimilar entities, with multiple disparities. 

• First, the civil servants come from all walks of life after clearing the Civil 
Services Examination. 

• The engineers usually sit for the Engineering Services Examination right 
after getting an engineering degree. 

• Various studies have noted that engineers join the Railways around the age 
of 22-23, while the civil servants join when they are around 26, barring 
exceptions. 

• The age difference starts to pinch at the later stages of their careers, when 
higher-grade posts are fewer. There are more engineers than civil servants. 

• Protesters are also saying that the merger is against the service conditions 
which civil servants sign up for while choosing an alternative if they cannot 
make it to IAS. 

What will change with the restructure? 

• The cabinet has decided to merge all central service cadres of Railways 
officers into a single Indian Railways Management Service (IRMS). 



 
 
 
 

 

• Now, any eligible officer could occupy any post, including board member 
posts, irrespective of training and specialization since they will all belong to 
IRMS. 

• The five members of the Board, other than a Chairman-cum-CEO, will now 
be the Members Infrastructure, Finance, Rolling Stock, Track, and 
Operations and Business Development. 

• The Board will also have independent members, who will be industry 
experts with at least 30 years of experience, but in non-executive roles, 
only attending board meetings. 

• A separate exam under the Union Public Service Commission is proposed 
to be instituted in 2021 to induct IRMS officers. 

What is the present system like? 

• The Indian Railways is governed by a pool of officers, among whom 
engineers are recruited after the Indian Engineering Service Examination, 
and civil servants through the Civil Services Examination. 

• The civil servants are in the Indian Railway Traffic Service (IRTS), Indian 
Railway Accounts Service (IRAS) and Indian Railway Personnel Service 
(IRPS). 

• The engineers are in five technical service cadres - Indian Railway Service 
of Engineers (IRSE), Indian Railway Service of Mechanical Engineers 
(IRSME), Indian Railway Service of Electrical Engineers (IRSEE), Indian 
Railway Service of Signal Engineers (IRSSE) and the Indian Railway 
Stores Service (IRSS). 

• Until the 1950s, the Railways system was run by officers from just three 
main streams: Traffic, Civil Engineering, and Mechanical. The other 
streams emerged as separate services over time. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Why was the reform needed? 

• The railways departments were working ―in silos‖ and hence the government 
wanted to end this inter-departmental rivalries, which was been hindering 
growth for decades. 

• Several committees including the Bibek Debroy committee in 2015 have 
noted that ―departmentalism‖ is a major problem in the system. 

• Most committees have said merger of the services in some form would be a 
solution. 

• The Debroy report recommended merging of all services to create two 
distinct services: Technical and Logistics. But it did not say how to merge 
the existing officers. 

Why are officers opposed to the move? 

• The questions started with a proposal to merge all 8,400 officers in the eight 
services - five technical and three non-technical - to prepare a common 
seniority list. 

• Those protesting the government's decision to say that the merger is 
unscientific and against established norms, as it proposes to merge two 
fundamentally dissimilar entities, with multiple disparities. 

• First, the civil servants come from all walks of life after clearing the Civil 
Services Examination. 

• The engineers usually sit for the Engineering Services Examination right 
after getting an engineering degree. 

• Various studies have noted that engineers join the Railways around the age 
of 22-23, while the civil servants join when they are around 26, barring 
exceptions. 

• The age difference starts to pinch at the later stages of their careers, when 
higher-grade posts are fewer. There are more engineers than civil servants. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Protesters are also saying that the merger is against the service conditions 
which civil servants sign up for while choosing an alternative if they cannot 
make it to IAS. 

What will change with the restructure? 

• In inter-departmental seniority - a complex process to fix, which has led to 
court cases in the past - problems arise when different services compete 
for posts that are open to all. 

• those of Divisional Railway Managers (DRMs), GMs, and subsequently, the 
Chairman Railway Board. And here lies the major criticism of the move. 

• The civil servants are saying that if all present cadres are merged and even 
higher departmental posts become open to all, engineers, being in larger 
numbers and of a certain age profile, may end up occupying most posts. 

• Another aspect is the suitability of jobs. The move, many say, emerges from 
the "simplistic" belief that while non-technical experts cannot do technical 
jobs, technocrats can do both. 

• The counter-argument is that civil servants in government, by virtue of the 
screening process and subsequent training, possess acumen and skills 
that go beyond academic specialization. 

How did the Railways get here? 

• Departmental posts are ring-fenced; promotions happen within each 
department from officers of that service. 

• The problem starts when, within a department, there are too many officers 
eligible for a few posts. 

• A department needs a constant supply of posts in higher grades to keep 
promoting its seniors so that the juniors can keep getting timely promotions. 



 
 
 
 

 

• In the Railways, this has happened either organically when the government 
restructured the cadres and created new posts at intervals of several years, 
or through the execution of projects. 

Annual Crime in India Report 2018 

 

The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) published the annual Crime in India 
Report 2018. 

Crimes against women 

 According to the report, 3,78,277 cases of crime against women were reported in 
the country, up from 3,59,849 in 2017. 

 Uttar Pradesh topped the list with 59,445 cases, followed by Maharashtra 
(35,497) and West Bengal (30,394). 

 The conviction rate in rape-related cases stood at 27.2% even though the rate of 
filing chargesheets was 85.3% in such cases. 

 Cruelty by husband or his relatives (31.9%) followed by assault on women with 
intent to outrage her modesty (27.6%) constituted the major share of crimes 
against women. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Suicides report 

 The NCRB also released the Accidental Death and Suicides in India 2018 report, 
which said that 10,349 people working in the farm sector ended their lives in 
2018, accounting for 7.7 % of the total number of suicides in the country. 

 There were 5,763 farmers/cultivators and 4,586 agricultural labourers among 
those who ended their lives. 

 The total number of people who committed suicide in 2018 was 1,34,516, an 
increase of 3.6% from 2017 when 1,29,887 cases were reported. 

 The highest number of suicide victims were daily wagers — 26,589, comprising 
22.4% of such deaths. 

 The majority of the suicides were reported in Maharashtra (17,972) followed by 
Tamil Nadu (13,896), West Bengal (13,255), Madhya Pradesh (11,775) and 
Karnataka (11,561) 

More murder cases 

 The incidents registered under the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes 
related Acts saw a decline from 6729 incidents reported in 2017 to 4816 in 2018. 

 A total of 29,017 cases of murder were registered in 2018, showing an increase 
of 1.3% over 2017 (28,653 cases). 

 A total of 76,851 cases of offences against public tranquillity were registered in 
2018, out of which rioting, 57,828 cases, accounted for 75.2% of total such 
cases, the report said. 

 As many as 27,248 cases of cyber crimes were registered in 2018, up from 
21796 cases in 2017. 

Data on Rioting 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 In 2018, 76,851 cases were registered under the category ―Offences against 
Public Tranquillity‖. 

 This was a decline from 2017 which saw 78,051 such cases. 
 Almost 90% of all such offences were associated with rioting while the rest were 

under ―Unlawful Assembly‖ (popularly known as Section 144). 
 Compare this with riots for other reasons such as communal, students agitation, 

political and agrarian. According to the NCRB, political riots fell by almost 25% in 
2018 over 2017. 

 Communal riots fell by almost 30% in the same period. 
 Caste conflicts too declined by almost 20%. Student conflicts marginally fell by 

about 10%, while agrarian riots recorded a decline of over 35%. 
 Cases of rioting during ―andolan/morcha‖ too have registered a decline of 25%. 
 While cases of communal riots are down, cases of attempts at inciting passions 

and stoking hatred have risen. 
 The data show offences promoting enmity different groups have been constantly 

rising and have in fact more than doubled over 2016. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Internet shutdown as an infringement of FR 

 

Directing the government to mandatorily publish all orders permitting Internet 
shutdowns, the Supreme Court has for the first time set the stage for challenging 
suspension orders before courts. 

What triggered the SC? 

 India tops the list of Internet shutdowns globally. According to Software Freedom 
Law Center‘s tracker, there have been 381 shutdowns since 2012, 106 of which 
were in 2019. 

 The ongoing shutdown in Kashmir is the longest ever in any democratic country. 

The prime mover for Supreme Court 

 The Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services (Public Emergency or Public 
Service) Rules, 2017 issued under the Telegraph Act deals with restricting 
Internet access. 

 It does not provide for publication or notification of the order suspending Internet, 
the apex court mandated that such orders must be made available to the public. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The court declared that it is a ―settled principle of law, and of natural justice‖ that 
requires publication of such orders, ―particularly one that affects lives, liberty and 
property of people‖. 

 This allows individuals to now challenge the orders before courts in J&K and rest 
of India. 

Internet suspension orders are subjected to Judicial Review 

 In the wake of protests against the new citizenship law, Internet services were 
suspended temporarily in parts of Uttar Pradesh, Delhi and Karnataka. 

 There should not be excessive burden on free speech even if complete 
prohibition is imposed, and the government has to justify imposition of such 
prohibition and explain why lesser alternatives were inadequate, the bench 
stated. 

 It ruled that Restrictions are to be imposed in an emergency. Hence they must be 
proportionate to the concern. Their objective must be legitimate rather than 
cavalier. 

 Authorities must necessarily consider an alternative and least restrictive 
mechanism before opting to restrict rights. Every decision to impose restriction 
should be backed by sufficient material and amenable to judicial review. 

Pacing up with technology 

 The bench also noted that the law needs to keep pace with technological 
development: 

 We need to note that the law should imbibe the technological development and 
accordingly mould its rules so as to cater to the needs of society. 

 Non-recognition of technology within the sphere of law is only a disservice to the 
inevitable. 

Justifying the Kashmir shutdown 

 Lastly, the court mandated that all orders regarding the Kashmir case be made 
public, and to provide essential services such as e-banking and hospitals 
immediately. 

 What the centre was arguing in this case was that this is a matter of national 
security given that it pertains to Kashmir with a history of militancy. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Police Commissionerate System 

 

The UP Cabinet has approved the Commissionerate system of policing for state 
capital Lucknow, and Noida. 

The Police Commissionerate System 

 The system gives more responsibilities, including magisterial powers, to IPS 
officers of Inspector General of Police (IG) rank posted as commissioners. 

 Under the 7th Schedule of the Constitution, ‗Police‘ is under the State list, 
meaning individual states typically legislate and exercise control over this 
subject. 

 In the arrangement in force at the district level, a ‗dual system‘ of control exists, 
in which the Superintendent of Police (SP) has to work with the District 
Magistrate (DM) for supervising police administration. 

 At the metropolitan level, many states have replaced the dual system with the 
commissionerate system, as it is supposed to allow for faster decision-making to 
solve complex urban-centric issues. 

Additional powers to Police 

 In this system, the Commissioner of Police (CP) is the head of a unified police 
command structure, is responsible for the force in the city, and is accountable to 
the state government. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The office also has magisterial powers, including those related to regulation, 
control, and licensing. 

 The CP is drawn from the Deputy Inspector General rank or above, and is 
assisted by Special/Joint/Additional/Deputy Commissioners. 

Where is the system in force? 

 Previously, only four cities had the system: Kolkata, Mumbai, Hyderabad and 
Chennai. 

 However, with rapid urbanisation, states felt an increasing need to replicate the 
system in more places. 

 The sixth National Police Commission report, which was released in 1983, 
recommended the introduction of a police Commissionerate system in cities with 
a population of 5 lakh and above, as well as in places having special conditions. 

 Over the years, it has been extended to numerous cities, including Delhi, Pune, 
Bangalore and Ahmedabad. By January 2016, 53 cities had this system, a PRS 
study said. 

 Depending on its success, the policing system may gradually be implemented in 
other districts as well. 

Urbanization in India 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 The Economist has put Malappuram at the top of the ―Top ten fastest-growing 
cities‖ in the world. 

Anomalies in the data 

 The total fertility rate (TFR, the number of children a woman is likely to have in 
the childbearing age of 15-49) in Kerala is 1.8 as per NITI Aayog data from 2016 
— below the replacement rate of 2.1. 

 Another Kerala city, Thrissur, is No. 13, and the capital Thiruvananthapuram is 
No. 33 on the UN list. 

 Tiruppur in Tamil Nadu — which has an even lower TFR of 1.6 — is No. 30. 
 Surat in Gujarat (TFR of 2.2) is No. 27. There is no representation on the list from 

high population growth states like Bihar and UP. 

What does “fastest growing” refer to? How is a “city” defined? 

 The list based on data from the UN Population Division refers to ―urban 
agglomerations‖ (UA), which are extended areas built around an existing town 
along with its outgrowths — typically villages or other residential areas or 
universities, ports, etc., on the outskirts of the town. 

 The Census defines a UA as ―a continuous urban spread consisting of a town 
and its adjoining urban outgrowths or two or more physically contiguous towns 
together‖. 

 The NCT of Delhi is a UA that includes the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
and New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) areas, as well as 107 ―Census towns‖ 
— erstwhile surrounding villages where more than 75% of the population is now 
engaged in non-agricultural pursuits. 

A pace of urbanization 

 The Economist has listed the rate at which the populations of the UAs are 
expected to increase between 2015 and 2020. 

 Since data on India and many other countries were not available for 2015 (the 
last Census in India was in 2011), the UN report used projections of UAs‘ 
populations — estimates based on past population growth data. 

 The rate of growth between 2015 and 2020 thus calculated provides a measure 
of the pace of urbanisation. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

How does urban population grow? 

 Urban populations can grow when the birth rate exceeds the death rate when 
workers migrate to the city in search of jobs; when more areas get included 
within the boundaries of the city; or when existing rural areas are reclassified as 
urban. 

 The low fertility rate in Kerala means the increase in the population of 
Malappuram and other cities is not because women are having more children; 
rather it is because more villages are being transformed into towns, and city 
borders are expanding. 

 According to the Census definition, an urban area is either a census town (CT) or 
a statutory town (ST). An ST is any place with a municipal corporation, municipal 
council, or cantonment board. 

 A CT can be a village with ―urban characteristics‖ — a population more than 
5,000, population density more than 400 people per sq km, and with more than 
75% of the population not engaged in agriculture for their livelihood. 

 When a village becomes a CT, its population is included in the urban population 
of the district. 

Could migration have caused the increase? 

 Migration can either increase or decrease the population of a town. 
 Kerala sees both emigration — migration from the state to other places — and 

immigration — the migration of workers to the state. 
 Also the remittances that emigrants send allow the residents of villages to move 

away from agriculture, which changes the status of a village to census town. 

Why these cities are growing so fast? 

 These cities are seeing rapid urbanisation, and the main reason is the inclusion 
of new areas in the UA‘s limits. 

 In 2001, there were two municipal corporations within the UA of Malappuram. In 
2011, the number of municipal corporations had doubled to four, and an 
additional 37 CTs were included within Malappuram. 

 The population of the UA (excluding the residents of the outgrowths) increased 
almost 10 times in the same period — from 1,70,409 to 16,99,060 — obviously 
because of the inclusion of existing urban areas in the town. 

 Similarly, Kollam UA grew from one municipal corporation in 2001 to 23 CTs, one 
municipal corporation, and one municipal council in 2011. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Its population increased by 130%, even though the population of the original ST 
of Kollam actually decreased by 4%. 

Why is this not seen elsewhere in India? 

 In Kerala, urbanisation is driven by a move away from agriculture, which leads to 
a change in a village‘s Census classification status. 

 This is evident from the large number of CTs that were included in the UAs of the 
state since the last Census. On the other hand, except Delhi, the more populous 
cities in the North had fewer CTs in 2011. 

 While the pace of urbanisation has been slower in the North, some unnaturally 
high increases in the population can be expected after the 2021 Census — 
because in some cases, villages on the peripheries were brought within the 
administrative boundaries of the cities. 

Is it good for the economy? 

 Urbanisation leads to the growth of cities, which are sites of infrastructure like 
universities, hospitals, and public transport facilities. 

 There are more opportunities for the youth, which is why they attract young 
people and entrepreneurs. 

 In India, people moving to cities leave behind (to some extent) caste and class 
divisions that dominate life in the villages, and can hope to climb up the social 
ladder. 

 However, unplanned urbanisation can be “exclusionary‖, making it difficult for 
migrants to live there given the high cost. 

 Unregulated housing, lack of reliable public transport, and longer commutes 
within these towns puts a strain on the meagre resources of migrants. 

Integrated Road Accident Database (IRAD) 

The government has launched a central accident database management system 
that will help in analysing causes of road crashes and in devising safety 
interventions to reduce such accidents in the country. 

Integrated Road Accident Database (IRAD) 

 The IT tool, known as the IRAD has been developed by the IIT-Madras and will 
be implemented by the National Informatics Centre. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The project costs ₹258 crore and is being supported by the World Bank. 
 The system will be first piloted in the six States with highest fatalities from road 

crashes — Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu 
and Uttar Pradesh. 

 The IRAD will be improved on the basis of the learnings from the trial, following 
which it will be rolled out across the country. 

How it works 

 The IRAD mobile application will enable police personnel to enter details about a 
road accident, along with photos and videos, following which a unique ID will be 
created for the incident. 

 Subsequently, an engineer from the Public Works Department or the local body 
will receive an alert on his mobile device. 

 He or she will then visit the accident site, examine it, and feed the required 
details, such as the road design. 

 Data thus collected will be analysed by a team at IIT-M, which will then suggest if 
corrective measures in road design need to be taken. 

 Road users will also be able to upload data on road accidents on a separate 
mobile application, which is expected to go live. 

Why need such a database? 

 India sees the largest number of road fatalities in the world. 
 More than 1.5 lakh people lost their lives in road crashes in the country in 2018, 

according to government data. 
 Of the total people killed in road crashes in 2018, 48% were between 18 years 

and 35 years old, and more than 60% of such fatalities were due to 
overspeeding. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Original Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and High Courts 

 

 The Kerala government moved the Supreme Court against the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act becoming the first state to challenge the law. 

 It filed a petition under Article 131 of the Constitution and asked for the law to be 
declared unconstitutional and in violation of Articles 14 (equality before law), 21 
(protection of life and personal liberty) and 25 (freedom of conscience and free 
profession, practice, and propagation of religion). 

What is Article 131 of the Constitution? 

 The Article vests the Supreme Court with original jurisdiction over disputes 
occurring between states or between states and the Centre. 

 The original jurisdiction of a court means the power to hear a case for the first 
time, as opposed to appellate jurisdiction, in which the court reviews the decision 
of a lower court. 

 Unlike the original jurisdiction under Article 32 (which gives the top court the 
power to issue writs, etc.), the jurisdiction in Article 131 is exclusive, meaning it is 
only the Supreme Court which has this authority. 

 Under Article 226, the High Courts too have the power to issue writs, directions 
etc. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Original jurisdiction 

 Article 131 reads, ―Original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. — Subject to the 
provisions of this Constitution, the Supreme Court shall, to the exclusion of any 
other court, have original jurisdiction in any dispute — 

(a) between the Government of India and one or more States; or 

 (b) between the Government of India and any State or States on one side and 
one or more other States on the other; or 

  (c) between two or more States,if and in so far as the dispute involves any 
question (whether of law or fact) on which the existence or extent of a legal 
right depends: 

 The said jurisdiction shall not extend to a dispute arising out of any treaty, 
agreement, covenant, engagement, sanad, or other similar instrument which, 
having been entered into or executed before the commencement of this 
Constitution. 

 However they continue in operation after such commencement, or which 
provides, that the said jurisdiction shall not extend to such a dispute. 

What kinds of disputes are covered under Article 131? 

 In ‗State of Rajasthan vs Union of India‘, 1977, the Supreme Court ruled that the 
existence or extent of a legal right is a precursor before a suit under Article 131 is 
entertained. But mere wrangles between governments have no place in the 
scheme of that Article. 

 Similarly, in the 1978 case, ‗State of Karnataka vs Union of India‘, which involved 
the Centre‘s authority to order an inquiry into a state Chief Minister‘s conduct, 
jurisdiction under Article 131 was held valid. 

 In the present case filed by Kerala, central legislation (CAA) is being challenged. 
In 2011, a two-judge Supreme Court Bench in ‗Madhya Pradesh v Union of India‘ 
had held such a suit was not maintainable. 

 Later in 2013, another two-judge Bench in ‗State of Jharkhand v State of Bihar 
and Another‘ disagreed with the previous verdict and referred the matter to a 
larger Bench. Kerala‘s plaint relies on the 2013 verdict. 



 
 
 
 

 

UAE declared „Reciprocating Territory‟ by India 

Recently, the Ministry of Law and Justice issued an Extraordinary Gazette 
Notification, declaring the UAE to be a ―reciprocating territory‖ under Section 44A 
of the Civil Procedure Code, 1908. The notification also declared a list of courts 
in the UAE to be ―superior Courts‖ under the same section. 

What is a „Reciprocating Territory‟ ? 

 Essentially, orders passed by certain designated courts from a ‗reciprocating 
territory‘ can be implemented in India, by filing a copy of the decree concerned in 
a District Court here. 

 The courts so designated are called ‗superior Courts‘. 

What does Section 44 of the CPC say? 

Section 44A, titled ―Execution of decrees passed by Courts in reciprocating 
territory‖, provides the law on the subject of execution of decrees of Courts in 
India by foreign Courts and vice versa. 

Under Explanation 1 of S. 44A: 

 ―Reciprocating territory‖ means any country or territory outside India which the 
Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, declare to be a 
reciprocating territory for the purposes of this section; and ―superior Courts‖, with 
reference to any such territory, means such Courts as may be specified in the 
said notification.‖ 

 44A (1) provides that a decree passed by ―a superior Court‖ in any ―reciprocating 
territory‖ can be executed in India by filing a certified copy of the decree in a 
District Court, which will treat the decree as if it has been passed by itself. 

 According to Explanation-2, the scope of the Section is restricted to decrees for 
payment of money, not being sums payable ―in respect of taxes or other charges 
of a like nature or in respect of a fine or other penalty‖. 

 It also cannot be based on an arbitration award, even if such an award is 
enforceable as a decree or judgment. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Other countries with such status 

 Apart from Dubai, the other countries declared to be ―reciprocating territories‖ 
are: United Kingdom, Singapore, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Trinidad & Tobago, New 
Zealand, the Cook Islands (including Niue) and the Trust Territories of Western 
Samoa, Hong Kong, Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Aden. 

Why such move? 

 The notification was the only remaining part of a 1999 agreement between the 
UAE and India related to cooperation in civil and commercial matters. 

 The decision is believed to help bring down the time required for executing 
decrees between the two countries. 

 With this, Indian expatriates in the UAE would no longer be able to seek safe 
haven in their home country if they are convicted in a civil case in the UAE. 

Democracy Index 2019 

 

 The latest edition of the Democracy Index spells gloom for India. The world‘s 
biggest democracy slipped 10 places in the 2019 global ranking to 51st place. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Democracy Index 

 The report is published by The Economist Intelligence Unit — the research and 
analysis division of The Economist Group, which is the sister company to The 
Economist newspaper. 

 It records how global democracy fared, analysing 165 independent states and 
two territories. 

 The 2019 survey attributes the primary cause of ―the democratic regression‖ to 
―an erosion of civil liberties in the country‖. 

India‟s performance 

 

 India‘s overall score fell from 7.23 to 6.9, on a scale of 0-10, within a year (2018-
2019) — the country‘s lowest since 2006. 

 India was graded in electoral process and pluralism (8.67), government 
functioning (6.79), political participation (6.67), political culture (5.63) and civil 
liberties (6.76). 



 
 
 
 

 

 In the Asia and Australasia region, India ranks eighth, behind Taiwan and Timor-
Leste. 

 The report talks about the repeal of both Article 370 and Article 35A and various 
restrictions such as house arrests, internet shutdowns and excessive use of 
forces. 

India: A flawed democracy? 

The Index also categorizes India under ―flawed democracies‖, i.e. countries that 
hold free and fair elections and where basic civil liberties are respected, but have 
significant weaknesses in aspects of democracy, such as problems in 
governance, an underdeveloped political culture and low levels of political 
participation. 

„Blue Corner‟ notice 

 

Interpol has issued a Blue Corner notice to help locate an infamous fugitive self-
styled godman weeks after the Gujarat Police sought the agency‘s intervention 
for this. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 „Blue Corner‟ notice 

 According to the Interpol website, ―Notices are international requests for 
cooperation or alerts allowing police in member countries to share critical crime-
related information.‖ 

 There are seven types of notices — Red Notice, Yellow Notice, Blue Notice, 
Black Notice, Green Notice, Orange Notice, and Purple Notice. 

 The Blue Notice is issued to ―collect additional information about a person‘s 
identity, location or activities in relation to a crime.‖ 

Blue notices a/c to CBI 

 The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) website refers to Blue Notices as ‗B 
Series (Blue) Notices‘. 

 It says, ―The ‗B‘ series notices are also called ‗enquiry notices‘ and may be 
issued in order to have someone‘s identity verified; to obtain particulars of a 
person‘s criminal record; to locate someone who is missing or is an identified or 
unidentified international criminal or is wanted for a violation of ordinary criminal 
law and whose extradition may be requested.‖ 

SERVICE Initiative 

 

The Steel Authority of India Ltd has launched an initiative called SERVICE to 
promote Voluntary Philanthropist Activities (VPA) by its employees. 

About SERVICE 

 SERVICE stands for ―SAIL Employee Rendering Voluntarism and Initiatives for 
Community Engagement (SERVICE)‖. 

 It aims to promote and facilitate philanthropist activities by the employees in a 
structured manner. 

 The Minister also launched a portal for the employees to register for the scheme. 



 
 
 
 

 

 This dedicated portal will act as a platform for enabling faster interaction and 
communication amongst the various stakeholders. 

Corruption Perception Index 2019 

 

The Corruption Perception report for 2019 has been released. It has revealed that a 
majority of countries are showing little to no improvement in tackling corruption. 

About CPI 

1.The CPI is annually released by Transparency International. 
2.It draws on 13 surveys and expert assessments to measure public sector 

corruption in 180 countries and territories, giving each a score from zero (highly 
corrupt) to 100 (very clean). 

 

India‟s performance 

1.India‘s ranking in the CPI-2019 has slipped from 78 to 80 compared to the 
previous year. 

2.Its score of 41 out of 100 remains the same. 



 
 
 
 

 

3.CPI highlighted that unfair and opaque political financing, undue influence in 
decision-making and lobbying by powerful corporate interest groups, has resulted 
in stagnation or decline in the control of corruption. 

Global corruption 

 1.In the Asia Pacific region, the average score is 45, after many consecutive 
years of an average score of 44, which ―illustrates general stagnation‖ across the 
region. 

 2.China has improved its position from 87 to 80 with a score of 41 out of 100, a 
two-point jump. 

 3.Despite the presence of high performers like New Zealand (87), Singapore 
(85), Australia (77), Hong Kong (76) and Japan (73), the Asia Pacific region 
hasn‘t witnessed substantial progress in anti-corruption. 

 4.In addition, low performers like Afghanistan (16), North Korea (17) and 
Cambodia (20) continue to highlight serious challenges in the region. 

 5.The top ranked countries are New Zealand and Denmark, with scores of 87 
each, followed by Finland (86), Singapore (85), Sweden (85) and Switzerland 
(85). 

National Data and Analytics Platform (NDAP) 

 

 NITI Aayog has released its vision for the National Data and Analytics Platform 
(NDAP). 

 



 
 
 
 

 

National Data and Analytics Platform 

 The platform aims to democratize access to publicly available government data. 
 NDAP will host the latest datasets from various government websites, present 

them coherently, and provide tools for analytics and visualization. 
 It will spearhead the standardization of formats in which data is presented across 

sectors and will cater to a wide audience of policymakers, researchers, 
innovators, data scientists, journalists and citizens. 

 It will follow a user-centric approach and will enable data access in a simple and 
intuitive portal tailored to the needs of a variety of stakeholders. 

 The development of NDAP will take place over a period of one year. The first 
version of the platform is expected to be launched in 2021. 

Goa Opposition disrupts assembly proceedings over Mahadayi 

river dispute 

Kalasa Banduri project 

• The project involves diverting water from Mahadayi river, the lifeline of Goa, into 

the Malaprabha river. 

• The Kalasa Banduri project is aimed at providing drinking water to three important 

districts of north Karnataka - Belagavi, Gadag and Dharwad - which go parched in 

summer due to acute water scarcity. 

• Mahadayi river originates from a cluster of 30 springs at Bhimgad in the Western 

Ghats in the Belgaum district of Karnataka. Then it enters Goa and finally drains in 

Arabian sea. 

• Goa state capital Panaji lies on the banks of Mandovi 

• Mahadayi Water Tribunal (MWT) Award in 2018: Karnataka has been allocated 

13.5tmcft of water, Goa has been 24tmcft while Maharashtra has been allocated 

1.3tmcft 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Bhuvan Panchayat V 3.0, SISDP Project 

 

The Bhuvan Panchayat V 3.0 web portal was recently launched. 

Bhuvan Panchayat Version 3.0 

 For better planning and monitoring of government projects, the ISRO has 
launched the Bhuvan Panchayat web portal‘s version 3.0. 

 For the first time, a thematic data base on a 1:1000 scale for the entire country is 
available with integrated high resolution satellite data for planning. 

 In the project that will last for at least two years, ISRO will collaborate with the 
gram panchayat members and stakeholders to understand their data 
requirements. 

 The third version of the portal will provide database visualisation and services for 
the benefit of panchayat members, among others. 

 The project is meant to provide geo-spatial services to aid gram panchayat 
development planning process of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj. 

 The targeted audiences for this portal are Public, PRIs and different stakeholders 
belonging to the gram panchayats. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

About SISDP Project 

 Space based Information Support for Decentralised Planning at Panchyayat level 
(SIS-DP) is a national initiative of preparing basic spatial layers useful in planning 
process for local self governance. 

 ISRO launched SISDP project to assist Gram Panchayats at grassroot level with 
basic planning inputs derived from satellite data for preparing developmental 
plans, its implementation and monitoring the activities. 

 The National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) is the lead centre to execute the 
project in collaboration with various State Remote Sensing Centres. 

 SISDP phase I Project was successfully concluded in the year 2016-17. 
 Under Phase II, this project shall be implemented shortly with a enhanced scope 

of updating geodatabase with latest high resolution remote sensing data and 
spatial data analytics. 

 For the first time, thematic database on 1:10,000 scale for the entire country is 
available with high integrated High Resolution satellite data for planning. 

National Commission for Indian System of Medicines 

The Union Cabinet has given its approval for proposal of Official Amendments in 
the National Commission for Indian System of Medicine Bill, 2019 (NCIM) which 
is pending in the Rajya Sabha. 

About the Commission 

 The main objective of establishing NCIM is to promote equity by ensuring 
adequate supply of quality medical professionals and enforce high ethical 
standards in all aspects of medical services in Indian System of Medicine. 

 The Commission will promote availability of affordable healthcare services in all 
parts of the country. 

 The Commission has been structured to streamline the functions related to 
academic standards, evaluation, assessment and accreditation of educational 
institutions pertaining to Indian System of Medicine. 

Composition 

 The NCISM will consist of 29 members, appointed by the central government. 



 
 
 
 

 

 A Search Committee will recommend names to the central government for the 
post of Chairperson, part time members, and presidents of the four autonomous 
boards set up under the NCISM. 

 These posts will have a maximum term of four years. 
 The Search Committee will consist of five members including the Cabinet 

Secretary and three experts nominated by the central government (of which two 
should have experience in any of the fields of Indian System of Medicine). 

Functions 

Functions of the NCISM include: 

 framing policies for regulating medical institutions and medical professionals of 
Indian System of Medicine, 

 assessing the requirements of healthcare related human resources and 
infrastructure, 

 ensuring compliance by the State Medical Councils of Indian System of Medicine 
of the regulations made under the Bill, and 

 ensuring coordination among the autonomous boards set up under the Bill. 

Gram Nyayalayas and its jurisdiction 

 

The Supreme Court has directed the states, which are yet come out with 
notifications for establishing Gram Nyayalayas, to do so within four weeks. 

What are Gram Nyayalayas? 



 
 
 
 

 

 1. Gram Nyayalayas were established for speedy and easy access to the justice 
system in the rural areas across the country. 

 2. The Gram Nyayalayas Act came into force on October 2, 2009. 
 3. In terms of Section 3(1) of the Act, it is for the State Governments to establish 

Gram Nyayalayas in consultation with the respective High Courts. 
 4. The Act authorizes the Gram Nyayalaya to hold mobile court outside its 

headquarters. 
 5. However, the Act has not been enforced properly, with only 208 functional 

Gram Nyayalayas in the country ( Sept. 2019) against a target of 5000 such 
courts. 

 6. The major reasons behind the non-enforcement include financial constraints, 
reluctance of lawyers, police and other government officials. 

Features of the Gram Nyayalayas 

 Gram Nyayalaya are established generally at headquarter of every Panchayat at 
intermediate level or a group of contiguous panchayat in a district where there is 
no panchayat at intermediate level. 

 The Gram Nyayalayas are presided over by a Nyayadhikari, who will have the 
same power, enjoy same salary and benefits of a Judicial Magistrate of First 
Class. 

 Such Nyayadhikari are to be appointed by the State Government in consultation 
with the respective High Court. 

Jurisdiction 

 1. A Gram Nyayalaya have jurisdiction over an area specified by a notification by 
the State Government in consultation with the respective High Court. 

 2. The Court can function as a mobile court at any place within the jurisdiction of 
such Gram Nyayalaya, after giving wide publicity to that regards. 

 3. The Gram Nyayalayas have both civil and criminal jurisdiction over the 
offences and nature of suits specified in the First, Second and Third schedule of 
the Act. 

 4. The pecuniary jurisdiction of the Nyayalayas are fixed by the respective High 
Courts. 

 5. Appeals in criminal matter can be made to the Sessions Court in the 
respective jurisdiction and in civil matters to the District Court within a period of 
one month from the date of judgment. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Trials 

 1. Gram Nyayalayas can follow special procedures in civil matters, in a manner it 
deem just and reasonable in the interest of justice. 

 2. Civil suits are proceeded on a day-to-day basis, with limited adjournments and 
are to be disposed of within a period of six months from the date of institution of 
the suit. 

 3. In execution of a decree, the Court can allow special procedures following 
rules of natural justice. 

 4. Gram Nyayalayas allow for conciliation of the dispute and settlement of the 
same in the first instance. 

 5. Gram Nyayalayas has been given power to accept certain evidences which 
would otherwise not be acceptable under Indian Evidence Act. 

Second National Judicial Pay Commission 

 

The Second National Judicial Pay Commission has filed its report covering the 
subject of Pay, Pension and Allowances in the Supreme Court. 

Second National Judicial Pay Commission 

 The Commission is headed by former Supreme Court judge P V Reddy. 



 
 
 
 

 

 It was set up on the directions of the apex court in May 2017 during the hearing 
of the All India Judges Association case. 

Key recommendations 

1) Pay 

 It has recommended the adoption of Pay Matrix which has been drawn up by 
applying the multiplier of 2.81 to the existing pay, commensurate with the 
percentage of increase of pay of High Court Judges. 

 The highest pay which a District Judge (STS) will get, is Rs.2,24,100/-. 

2)  Pension 

 Pension at 50% of last drawn pay worked out on the basis of proposed revised 
pay scales is recommended w. e. f. 1-1-2016. The family pension will be 30% of 
the last drawn pay. 

 Recommendation has been made to discontinue the New Pension Scheme 
(NPS) which is being applied to those entering service during or after 2004. The 
old pension system, which is more beneficial to be revived. 

3) Allowances 

 The existing allowances have been suitably increased and certain new features 
have been added. However, the CCA is proposed to be discontinued. 

 Certain new allowances viz. children education allowance, home orderly 
allowance, transport allowance in lieu of pool car facility, has been proposed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Ease of Living Index and Municipal 
Performance Index 

 

The surveys to determine the Ease of Living Index (EoLI) and Municipal 
Performance Index (MPI) 2019 has been initiated by the Ministry of Housing & 
Urban Affairs. Both these indices are designed to assess the quality of life of 
citizens in 100 Smart Cities and 14 other Million Plus Cities. 

Municipal Performance Index 

 With the MPI 2019, the Ministry has sought to assess the performance of 
municipalities based on five enablers namely Service, Finance, Planning, 
Technology and Governance. 

 These have been further divided into 20 sectors which will be evaluated across 
100 indicators. 

 This will help Municipalities in better planning and management, filling the gaps 
in city administration, and improving the liveability of cities for its citizens. 

Ease of Living Index 

 EOLI is aimed at providing a holistic view of Indian cities – beginning from the 
services provided by local bodies, the effectiveness of the administration, the 
outcomes generated through these services in terms of the liveability within cities 
and, finally, the citizen perception of these outcomes. 

 The key objectives of the EOL Index are four-folds, viz. 



 
 
 
 

 

1. Generate information to guide evidence-based policy making; 
2. Catalyse action to achieve broader developmental outcomes including the SDG; 
3. Assess and compare the outcomes achieved from various urban policies and 

schemes; and 
4. Obtain the perception of citizens about their view of the services provided by the 

city administration. 
 For the first time, as part of the EOLI Assessment, a Citizen Perception Survey is 

being conducted on behalf of the Ministry (which carries 30% of the marks of the 
Ease of Living Index). 

 This is a very important component of the assessment exercise as it will help in 
directly capturing perception of citizens with respect to quality of life in their cities. 

 This survey, which is being administered both online and offline, has commenced 
from 1st February 2020 and will continue till 29th February 2020. 

 The offline version involving face-to-face interviews will commence on the 1st of 
February and will run parallel to the on-line versions. 

Supreme Court upholds changes to SC/ST atrocities law 

 

In news: 



 
 
 
 

 

• Supreme Court upheld a 2018 amendment which barred persons accused of 

committing atrocities against those related to the Scheduled Castes and the 

Scheduled Tribes from getting anticipatory bail. 

Various forms of atrocities against SC / ST 

Caste clashes: Tensions caused between upper castes and Dalits due to the 

perceived upward mobility of Dalits. 

Cow Vigilantism: Dalits and Muslims are at the receiving end of this vigilantism. 

Honor Killing: extreme form of Moral Policing. (Fear of losing the caste status 

which brings them several benefits, people often commit this heinous crime 

when their son or daughter marry someone from outside their caste) 

Social boycott: Khap panchayat / caste panchayat ostracizing Dalits them from 

society. (Law Commission drafted the Prohibition of Unlawful Assembly 

(Interference with the Freedom of Matrimonial Alliances) Bill, 2011 that sought 

to declare khap panchayats unlawful). 

Manual scavenging: Manual scavenging is linked to a caste system where the so-

called low castes were expected to perform this job. 

Constitutional provisions against SC / ST atrocities: 

Article 17 of the constitution prohibits the practice of untouchability. 

Article 46 promotes the educational and economic interests of SCs, STs, and other 

weaker sections of the society and protects them from social injustice and 

exploitation. 

Article 338 - National Commission for Scheduled Castes 

• Investigate and monitor all matters related to the constitutional and other legal 

safeguards for the SCs and to evaluate their working. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Inquire into specific complaints with respect to the deprivation of rights and 

safeguards of the SCs. 

338-A - National Commission for Scheduled Tribes 

Criminalisation of Politics 

Conttext 

A two Judge Bench of Supreme Court delivered a Judgment on the contempt 

petitions regarding non-compliance of the directions of a Constitution Bench of 

SC in Public Interest Foundation and Ors. v. Union of India, 2018 

The 2018 Judgement had given the following pronouncements 

• There is lack of information about rising criminalization of politics among the 

citizenry 

• Rapid criminalization of politics cannot be arrested by merely disqualifying 

tainted legislators but should begin by cleansing political parties 

• Ordered political parties to publish the criminal details of their candidates in their 

respective websites and print as well as electronic media for public awareness. 

Increase in the incidents of criminals in politics 

Year 
Percentage of MPs with Criminal 

Cases pending against them 

2004 24% 

2009 30% 

2014 34% 

2019 43% 

 



 
 
 
 

 

The Court in its present judgment issued the following directions in 

exercise of its constitutional powers under Articles 129 and 142: 

1. It shall be mandatory for political parties [at the Central and State 

election level] to upload on their website detailed information 

regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been 

selected as candidates. They also have to mention reasons for such 

selection over people with clean background 

2. The reasons as to selection of candidates shall be with reference to the 

qualifications, achievements and merit of the candidate concerned, and 

not mere “winnability” at the polls 

3. This information shall also be published in newspaper (one local & one 

national) and on the official social media platforms of the political 

party, including Facebook & Twitter. 

4. These details shall be published within 48 hours of the selection of the 

candidate or not less than two weeks before the first date for filing of 

nominations, whichever is earlier. 

5. The political party concerned shall then submit a report of compliance 

with these directions with the Election Commission within 72 hours of 

the selection of the said candidate. 

6. Non-compliance of these directions shall be brought to notice of SC by 

Election Commission on the grounds of Contempt of Court 

Merits of the judgement 



 
 
 
 

 

• It is in line with a series of judgments aimed at involving the purity of 

the election process: Asset disclosure, NOTA option, special courts for 

quick disposal of cases involving elected representatives 

• It increases the information available for Citizens which enables him to 

take informed choice while choosing his representative. 

• Helps bring structural changes in electoral system which are long-term 

in nature 

Criticism of the judgement 

• Judicial Overreach: An election is an issue to be decided between parties, 

candidates and the voters. The courts should have no say in the matter, except in 

particular cases where the representation of the People Act is violated 

• Threatens autonomy of election system: By making them enforceable under 

Article 142 of the Constitution - failure to produce demanded documents risks 

attracting contempt of court - SC threatens to undermine the autonomy of the 

system of elections and elected legislature. 

• Infringe on ECI: Candidates are already required to file their details in affidavits 

with the Election Commission. This order could infringe upon the role of the poll 

watchdog. 

• Selection of candidates is subjective matter: The suitability of candidates is a 

subjective matter, and the justification required by the SC can only be an opinion, 

and not an objective fact, making the court's order effectively unenforceable. 

Conclusion 

SC is in danger of overstepping limits and boundaries, rather it should be limiting 

itself to exerting moral force on political parties. De-criminalization of politics 



 
 
 
 

 

cannot be achieved by judicial fiat alone, rather there has to be changes from 

within the political parties. 

Center-State disputes and Article 131 

 

Context 

• Kerala has recently become the first state to challenge the Citizenship 

(Amendment) Act (CAA) before the Supreme Court. 

• However, the Kerala government has moved the apex courtunder Article 131 of 

the Constitution. 

• Besides, the Chhattisgarh government has also filed a suit in the Supreme Court 

under Article 131, challenging the National Investigation Agency (NIA) Act on the 

ground that it encroaches upon the state's powers to maintain law and order 

About 

• Under Article 131 of the Constitution, the provision under which the Supreme 

Court has original jurisdiction to deal with any dispute- 

(a) between the Government of India and one or more States; or 



 
 
 
 

 

(b) between the Government of India and any State or States on one side and one or 

more other States on the other; or 

(c) between two or more states, if and in so far as the dispute involves any question 

(whether of law or fact) on which the existence or extent of a legal right depends. 

      What is Article 131? 

• The Supreme Court has three kinds of jurisdictions: original, appellate and 

advisory. 

• Under its advisory jurisdiction, the President has the power to seek an opinion 

from the apex court under Article 143 of the Constitution. 

• Under its appellate jurisdiction, the Supreme Court hears appeals from lower 

courts. 

• In its extraordinary original jurisdiction, the Supreme Court has exclusive power to 

adjudicate upon disputes involving elections of the President and the Vice 

President, those that involve states and the center, and cases involving the 

violation of fundamental rights. 

Criteria: 

• For a dispute to qualify as a dispute under Article 131, it has to necessarily be 

between states and the center, and must involve a question of law or fact on 

which the existence of a legal right of the state or the center depends. 

• In a 1978 judgment, State of Karnataka v Union of India, Justice PN 
Bhagwati had said that for the Supreme Court to accept a suit under 
Article 131, the state need not show that its legal right is violated, but 
only that the dispute involves a legal question. 

• Article 131 cannot be used to settle political differences between state 
and central governments headed by different parties. 



 
 
 
 

 

How is this move different? 

• The other petitions challenging the CAA have been filed under Article 
32 of the Constitution, which gives the court the power to issue writs 
when fundamental rights are violated. 

• A state government cannot move the court under this provision 
because only people and citizens can claim fundamental rights. 

• Under Article 131, the challenge is made when the rights and power of 
a state or the center are in question. 

• However, the relief that the state (under Article 131) and petitioners 
under Article 32 have sought in the challenge to the CAA is the same - 
declaration of the law as being unconstitutional. 

Can the Supreme Court declare legislation unconstitutional under Article 131? 

• A 2012 dispute between Bihar and Jharkhand that is currently pending 
for consideration by a larger Bench deals with the issue of liability of 
Bihar to pay pension to employees of Jharkhand for the period of their 
employment in the former, undivided Bihar state. 

• Although earlier judgments had held that the constitutionality of a law 
can be examined under Article 131, a 2011 judgment in the case of 
State of Madhya Pradesh v. Union of India ruled otherwise. 

• Since the 2011 case was also by a two-judge Bench and was later in 
time, the court could not overrule the case. However, the judges did 
not agree with the ruling. 

Can the center too sue a state under Article 131? 

• The center has other powers to ensure that its laws are implemented. 
The center can issue directions to a state to implement the laws made 
by Parliament 



 
 
 
 

 

• If states do not comply with the directions, the center can move the 
court seeking a permanent injunction against the states to force them 
to comply with the law. 

• Non-compliance of court orders can result in contempt of court, and 
the court usually hauls up the chief secretaries of the states 
responsible for implementing laws. 

Is it unusual for states to challenge laws made by Parliament? 

• Under the Constitution, laws made by Parliament are presumed to be 
constitutional until a court holds otherwise. 

• However, in India‘s quasi-federal constitutional structure, inter-
governmental disputes are not uncommon. 

• Original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court has been added in the 
constitution for their resolution. The quasi-federal structure envisaged 
in 1950 has consolidated into defined powers of the states. 

• Under a powerful center with a clear majority in Parliament, fault lines 
in India‘s federal structure are frequently exposed. 

• Since 2014, when the government came to power, debates around the 
15th Finance Commission, the Goods and Services Tax, the linguistic 
divide on the National Education Policy, land acquisition, and the 
proposed All India Judicial Services have all emerged as flashpoints 
between the strong center and states ruled by the Opposition. 

The disputes which Parliament, by law, is authorized to exclude the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court are: 

(i) Disputes relating to water (article 262). 

(ii) Matters referred to the Finance Commission. 



 
 
 
 

 

(iii) Adjustment of certain expenses between the Union and the states 
under Article 290. 

(iv) Disputes specified in the provision to Articles 131 and 363 (1). 

(v) Adjustment of expenses between the Union and the states under 
Articles 257 (4) and 258 (3). 

22ND LAW COMMISSION OF INDIA 

 

The Union Cabinet has approved the Twenty-Second Law Commission 
of India for a period of three years from the date of publication of the 
Order of the Constitution in the Official Gazette. 

Law Commission of India 

• It is an executive body established by an order of the Government of 
India. First law commission of independent India was established post 
the independence in 1955 

• Tenure: 3 Years 



 
 
 
 

 

• Function: Advisory body to the Ministry of Law and Justice for ―Legal 
Reforms in India‖ 

• Recommendations: NOT binding 

• First Law Commission was established during the British Raj in 1834 
by the Charter Act of 1833 

• Chairman: Macaulay; It recommended for the Codifications of the IPC, 
CrPC etc. 

Composition 

The 22nd Law Commission will be constituted for a period of three years 
from the date of publication of its order in the Official Gazette. It will 
consist of: 

1. A full-time Chairperson; 

2. Four full-time Members (including Member-Secretary) 

3. Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs as ex-officio Member; 

4.Secretary, Legislative Department as ex officio Member; and 

5. Not more than five part-time Members. 

Terms of reference 

1. The Law Commission shall, on a reference made to it by the Central 
Government or suo-motu, undertake research in law and review of 
existing laws in India for making reforms therein and enacting new 
legislations. 

2. It shall also undertake studies and research for bringing reforms in the 
justice delivery systems for elimination of delay in procedures, speedy 
disposal of cases, reduction in cost of litigation etc. 



 
 
 
 

 

The Law Commission of India shall, inter-alia: - 

1. Identify laws which are no longer needed or relevant and can be 
immediately repealed 

2. examine the existing laws in the light of DPSP and Preamble 

3. consider and convey to the Government its views on any subject 
relating to law and judicial administration that may be specifically 
referred to it by the Government through Ministry of Law and Justice 
(Department of Legal Affairs); 

4. Consider the requests for providing research to any foreign countries 
as may be referred to it by the Government through the Ministry of 
Law and Justice (Department of Legal Affairs); 

5. take all such measures as may be necessary to harness law and the 
legal process in the service of the poor; 

6. Revise the Central Acts of general importance so as to simplify them 
and remove anomalies, ambiguities and inequities; 

Worldwide Educating for the Future Index (WEFFI) 2019 

 

  



 
 
 
 

 

 India has jumped five ranks in the Worldwide Educating for the Future 
Index (WEFFI) 2019. 

About WEFFI 

1. The report is published by The Economist Intelligence Unit. The report 
and index were commissioned by the Yidan Prize Foundation. 

2. The index ranks countries based on their abilities to equip students 
with skill-based education. 

3. The report analyzes the education system from the perspective of 
skill-based education ―in areas such as critical thinking, problem-
solving, leadership, collaboration, creativity and entrepreneurship, as 
well as digital and technical skills.‖ 

Global scenario 

1. Among the increasing largest economies, the US, UK, France and 
Russia all fell back in the index, while China, India and Indonesia took 
steps forward. 

2. Finland was at the apex of the index, with strengths across each 
category followed by Sweden. 

India‟s performance 

1. India ranked 35th on the overall index in 2019 with a total score of 53, 
based on three categories - policy environment, teaching environment 
and overall socio-economic environment. 

2. India scored 56.3 in policy environment falling from a 61.5 score in 
2018. 



 
 
 
 

 

3. India‘s score of 52.2 in the teaching environment category and 50.1 in 
the socio-economic environment category increased significantly from 
32.2 and 33.3 in 2018 respectively. 

4. Earlier, India ranked 40th with an overall score of 41.2 across 
categories in 2018. 

What made India progress? 

1. The report attributed India‘s growth to the new education policy 
introduced by the government. 

2. India‘s Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, in the Union Budget 
2020, had announced the New Education Policy announced in this 
year budget under ‗Aspirational India‘ will focus on ―greater inflow of 
finance to attract talented teachers, innovate and build better labs. 

3. The policy will focus further on skill-based education. 

Various shortcomings explained 

1. The 2018 WEFFI report had raised the shortcomings in India‘s 
education system emphasizing upon its inability to utilize the 
opportunity of internationalizing its higher education system. 

2. A decentralized education system is another shortcoming of India‘s 
education policy according to the 2019 report. 

3. Well-intentioned policy goals related to future skills development often 
do not get filtered downward, a hazard in economies such as the US 
and India that have large, decentralized education systems, the report 
said. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

International Judicial Conference 

 

Context 

At an International Judicial Conference 2020 this weekend, the Chief 
Justice of India, S.A. Bobde, drew attention to the Constitution's 
Fundamental Duties chapter. 

The logic of duties 

• Wide range of duties: The first thing to note is that as citizens, there 
exists a wide range of duties that bind us in everyday life. 

• Duties towards the state and individual: These duties are owed both to 
the state and to other individuals. 

• Legal duties: We have a legal duty to pay our taxes, to refrain from 
committing violence against our fellow-citizens, and to follow other 
laws that Parliament has enacted. 

• Breach of these legal duties triggers financial consequences (fines), or 
even time in jail. 

• Following the duties is price for living in the society: At any given time, 
therefore, we are already following a host of duties, which guide and 
constrain how we may behave. 



 
 
 
 

 

• This is the price that must be paid for living in society, and it is a price 
that nobody, at least, in principle, objects to paying. 

• Self-contained whole: Our duties and the consequences we bear for 
failing to keep them, therefore, exist as a self-contained whole. 

• Co-existence and sacrifice: The peaceful co-existence requires a 
degree of self-sacrifice, and that if necessary, this must be enforced 
through the set of sanctions. 

The logic of rights 

• Understanding the logic through history: Rights, on the other hand, 
follow a different logic entirely. This is a logic that is best understood 
through history. 

• Two concerns: At the time of the framing of the Indian Constitution and 
its chapter on Fundamental Rights, there were two important concerns 
animating the Constituent Assembly. 

• Treatment as subjects: The first was that under the colonial regime, 
Indians had been treated as subjects. 

• Their interests did not count, their voices were unheard, and in some 
cases - for example, the "Criminal Tribes" - they were treated as less 
than human. 

• Holocaust example: Apart from the long and brutal history of 
colonialism, the framers also had before them the recent example of 
the Holocaust, where the dignity of more than six million people had 
been stripped before their eventual genocide. 

• The first role of fundamental rights chapter: To stand as a bulwark 
against dehumanisation. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Dignity and equality guaranteed: Every human being no matter who 
they were or what they did had a claim to basic dignity and equality 
that no state could take away, no matter what the provocation. 

• Unconditional right: One did not have to successfully perform any duty, 
or meet a threshold of worthiness, to qualify as a rights bearer. It was 
simply what it meant to be human. 

• Second role of the fundamental rights: To stand against the hierarchy. 

• Removing the subordination and degradation: The axes of gender, 
caste and religion had all served to keep masses of individuals in 
permanent conditions of subordination and degradation. 

• Equalizing and democratizing: Through guarantees against- 

• Forced labor. 

• Against "untouchability". 

• Against discriminatory access to public spaces, and others. 

• Fundamental rights were meant to play an equalizing and 
democratizing role throughout society, and to protect individuals 
against the depredations visited on them by their fellow human beings. 

• Significance of the above two roles 

• Transformative purpose: The twin principles of anti-dehumanisation 
and anti-hierarchy reveal the transformative purpose of the 
fundamental rights chapter. 

• The recognition that true democracy could not exist without ensuring 
that at a basic level, the dignity and equality of individuals were 
protected, both from the state as well as from social majorities. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Rise from subject to citizen: It was only with these guarantees could an 
individual rise from the status of subject to that of the citizen. 

• And, as should be clear by now, it was only after that transformation 
had been wrought, that the question of duties could even arise. 

• Importance of the language of the duty: 

• The language of duties can play an important role in a society that 
continues to be divided and unequal. 

• In such a society, those who possess or benefit from entrenched 
structural and institutional power (starting with the state, and going 
downwards) certainly have a "duty" not to use that power to the 
detriment of those upon whom they wield it. 

• That is precisely what the guarantees against ―untouchability‖, forced 
labor, and discriminatory access in the Constitution seek to 
accomplish. 

Issue of conflating duties and rights 

• The problem lies in the conflation of rights and duties. 

• In that context, it is always critical to remember Dr B.R. Ambedkar's 
words in the Constituent Assembly (which were also cited by the CJI 
in his speech): that the fundamental unit of the Constitution remains 
the individual. 

 If the position of the individual and the Constitution’s commitment to 
combating hierarchy is kept in mind, then the language of duties can be 
understood in its proper context. 

 Chances of duties leading to unpleasant consequences: Without the 
moral compass of rights and their place in the transformative Constitutional 
scheme the language of duties can lead to unpleasant consequences. 

 It can end up entrenching existing power structures by placing the burden 
of ―duties‖ upon those that are already vulnerable and marginalised. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The constitution is about rights: It is for this reason that, at the end of 
the day, the Constitution, a charter of liberation, is fundamentally about 
rights. 

Centralized Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System 

(CPGRAMS) 

 

 The Union Minister for Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions has 
recently launched the Centralized Public Grievance Redress and 
Monitoring System (CPGRAMS) 7.0 version. 

About CPGRAMS 

 CPGRAMS is one of the flagship initiatives for the reformation in 
governance started by the Indian central government through addressing 
the grievances of general public. 

 The system has been designed in-house by the National Informatics Centre 
team. 

 It was created in June 2007 by the Department of Administrative Reforms & 
Public Grievances. 

 Under the public grievance mechanism, any citizen of India can raise their 
problems, grievance or pleas to the central govt and state government 
Ministries and Departments. 

 Grievances can be submitted to all-important portfolio ministers and 
departments. It has a telephonic feedback feature also. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

ASSAM MIZORAM BOUNDARY DISPUTE 

 

Assam is at the centre of a fresh inter-State border row in the northeastern 
region. The Mizoram government has sought the revision of the boundary 
with Assam, based on the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation (BEFR) of 
1873 and the Inner Line of the Lushai Hills Notification of 1993. 

Background 

 Since 1962 most of the state borders of states carved out of Assam were 
divided following the myopic vision of the Central government. 

 On ground these borders still do not run in sync with the tribal territories 
and identities, creating repetitive conflicts in the region and disturbing its 
peace. 

 Assam finds itself at the center of all the conflicts since most of the 
neighboring states were carved out of its territory since independence. 

 This was done to consolidate the Indian Union at the time by catering to the 
aspirations of the local tribes and including them in the mainstream by 
giving them independent statehoods. 

What is the dispute? 

 Mizoram shares a 123-km border with southern Assam and has been 
claiming a 509-square mile stretch ―occupied‖ by the neighbouring State. 

 Mizoram used to be the Lushai Hills district of Assam before being made a 
Union Territory in 1972 and a State in 1987. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Both States have been disputing an extensive stretch of this boundary. 

About Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation 

 The Inner Line Regulations, commonly referred to as the Inner Line Permit 
system (ILP), first gained legal effect through the Bengal Eastern Frontier 
Regulation, 1873. 

 At present the BEFR continues to apply, but only in present-day Arunachal 
Pradesh, Nagaland and Mizoram. 

 It had been lifted in the whole of Assam, as well as the entirety of present-
day Meghalaya. 

 The BEFR allows Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland not 
to let non-resident Indians in without an inner-line permit for a temporary 
stay. 

Present status of ILP 

 The Foreigners (Protected Areas) Order, 1958 is the modern embodiment 
of the ILP. 

 This Order was passed in furtherance of the Foreigners Act, 1946. 
 The Order defined the ‗inner line‘ throughout present-day India starting 

from Jammu and Kashmir and ending at Mizoram. 
 This inner line is different from the one envisioned in the Bengal Frontier 

Regulations. 
 This line represents the furthest point up to the international border where a 

foreigner can visit on the strength of a visa alone. 

 ICoSDiTAUS-2020 

 



 
 
 
 

 

ICoSDiTAUS-2020 a two-day International Conference on Standardisation of 
Diagnosis and Terminologies in Ayurveda, Unani and Siddha Systems of 
Medicine was concluded in New Delhi. 

ICoSDiTAUS-2020 

 The conference was jointly organized by the Ministry of AYUSH and 
the WHO at New Delhi 

 It adopted the ―New Delhi Declaration on Collection and Classification of 
Traditional Medicine (TM) Diagnostic Data‖. 

 The New Delhi declaration emphasised the commitment of the countries to 
Traditional Medicine (TM) as a significant area of health care. 

 It further sought the opportunity for including traditional systems of 
medicine like Ayurveda, Unani and Siddha in the International 
Classification of Diseases (ICD) of WHO which is the standard diagnostic 
tool for health management across the world. 

EKAM fest 

 

Union Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has inaugurated 
the  Exhibition-cum-Fair ―EKAM Fest‖ organised by National Handicapped 
Finance Development Corporation (NHFDC). 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

EKAM Fest 

 It is an effort for promoting entrepreneurship and knowledge among 
Divyangjan community, generating awareness among society about 
potentialities of PwDs; providing a major marketing opportunity to PwDs 
entrepreneurs. 

 NHFDC Foundation is making efforts for the development of a brand and 
platform for marketing of products of these determined entrepreneurs. 

 Accordingly, name of the brand has arrived at Ekam (Entrepreneurship, 
Knowledge, Awareness, Marketing). 

About NHFDC 

 NHFDC is an Apex corporation under the aegis of Department of 
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan), Ministry of Social 
Justice & Empowerment and is working since 1997. 

 It is registered as a company not for profit and provides financial 
assistance to the Divyangjan/Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan/PwDs) 
for their economic rehabilitation and provides number of skill development 
programmes to empower them to grow & sustain their enterprises. 

NEW CAPITAL OF UTTRAKHAND 

 

  



 
 
 
 

 

Uttarakhand govt names Gairsain as the new summer capital of the state. 

Gairsain 

 Gairsain is situated at the eastern edge of the vast Dudhatoli mountain 
range, located almost at the centre of the state, at a distance of 
approximately 250 kilometres from Dehradun. 

 It is easily accessible from both the Garhwal and the Kumaon divisions, 
and in a way, acts as the bridge between the two regions. 

 Uttarakhand was carved out as a separate state from Uttar Pradesh in 
1998. 

 Gairsain was best suited to be the capital of the mountainous state as it 
was a hilly region falling on the border of Kumaon and Garhwal regions. 

 But it was Dehradun, located in the plains that served as the temporary 
capital. 

 With the fresh announcement, there is no clarity on either the city‘s current 
status or a new winter capital. 

 The state Assembly is located in Dehradun, but sessions are held in 
Gairsain as well. 

Speaker vs Governor Tussle 

With the Supreme Court set to hear on a plea seeking a directive to the 
government in Madhya Pradesh to take a floor test ―within 12 hours‖, the 
spotlight is back on the legal debate on the powers of the Governor and the 
Speaker under the Constitution. 

Primacy to Floor Test 

 Since 2014, the legal-political tussle between the Governor and Speaker 
has prompted the Supreme Court‘s intervention in three major instances — 
in the Arunachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand cases in 2016 and in the 
Karnataka case in 2019. 

 In all three cases, the court emphasised the primacy of the floor test. 
 In the Arunachal and Uttarakhand cases, the House was in suspended 

animation as President‘s Rule had been imposed. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The Supreme Court ordered that the House be summoned and a floor test 
held to end the impasse. 

 But Article 212 of the Constitution bars courts from inquiring into 
proceedings of the Legislature. 

Earlier instances 

 Earlier, the Sarkaria Commission had recommended that, if the CM 
neglects or refuses to summon the Assembly for a floor test, the Governor 
should summon the Assembly. 

 If the House is adjourned sine die or prorogued without holding a floor test, 
then all options are open before the Governor. 

 However, when the House is in session, the question of whether the court 
can direct the Speaker to hold a floor test is yet to be settled. 

 In 1998, in the Jagadambika Pal case, the SC had ordered a composite 
floor test when the House was in session. 

 However, in that case, there were two claimants to the chief minister‘s post. 

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 2.0 

The Union Minister for Human Resource Development has informed Lok 
Sabha about the progress of the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA). 

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 2.0 

 Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 2.0 is the upgraded version of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 
1.0. 

 The scheme is extended to all educational institutes; however, under UBA 
2.0 Participating institutes are selected based on the fulfilment of certain 
criteria. 

About UBA 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 It is a flagship programme of the Ministry of HRD, which aims to link the 
Higher Education Institutions with a set of at least 5 villages so that these 
institutions can contribute to the economic and social betterment of these 
village communities using their knowledge base. 

 It is a significant initiative where all Higher Learning Institutes have been 
involved for participation in development activities, particularly in rural 
areas. 

 It also aims to create a virtuous cycle between the society and an inclusive 
university system, with the latter providing knowledge base; practices for 
emerging livelihoods and to upgrade the capabilities of both the public and 
private sectors. 

 Currently under the scheme UBA, 13072 villages have been adopted by 
2474 Institutes. 

EPS Scheme 

The Union Ministry of Labour & Employment has informed about the total 
enrollments under EPS. 

Employees Pension Scheme (EPS) 

 EPS is a social security scheme that was launched in 1995 and is 
facilitated by EPFO. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The scheme makes provisions for pensions for the employees in the 
organized sector after retirement at the age of 58 years. 

 Employees who are members of EPFO automatically become eligible for 
EPS. 

 Both employer and employee contribute 12% of employee‘s monthly salary 
(basic wages plus dearness allowance) to the Employees‘ Provident Fund 
(EPF) scheme. 

 EPF scheme is mandatory for employees who draw a basic wage of Rs. 
15,000 per month. 

 Of the employer‘s share of 12 %, 8.33 % is diverted towards the EPS. 

Features of the 2020 Amendment 

 EPS pensioners will get normal pension even after getting a reduced 
pension due to commutation. 

 On retirement, if the employee opts for commutation of pension, a portion is 
paid as a lump sum based on the commutation factor while on the balance 
the pension begins. 

 In simple terms, commutation means a lump sum payment in lieu of 
periodic payments of pension. 

 In such a case, the amount of pension will be lower than the amount of 
pension without any commutation. 

 The amendment seeks to restore the original amount of pension as per the 
commutation table, after 15 years equal to the same amount as it would 
have been without commutation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

UN HIGH COMMISIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS GOES TO 

SUPREME COURT 

Context 

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights filed an application seeking to intervene 
as amicus curiae in the pending litigation in the Supreme Court against the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act, 2019. 

 

What are the implications of intervention? 

 Concern over international attention: That the case has attracted the 
attention of the international human rights agency is a matter of concern for 
the Indian government. 

 International law principles: The intervention may enable the Supreme 
Court to read in public international law principles in determining the 
constitutionality of CAA. 

 Law on concepts of sovereignty: Ultimately, this would assist in laying 
down the law on concepts of sovereignty in addition to determining the 
obligations of a nation-state to the international community at large. 

Why the intervention matters? 

 Basis of the application: The application is based on the belief that the 
High Commissioner‘s intervention will provide the Court ―with an overview 
of the international human rights norms and standards with respect to the 
state‘s obligations to provide international protection to persons at risk of 
persecution in their countries of origin‖. 

 This application stands out for a number of reasons. 
 First, this is a voluntary application rather than at the invitation of the 

Supreme Court. 
 Second, she accepts that India is a state party and signatory to various 

international conventions including the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social 



 
 
 
 

 

and Culture Rights which contain important non-discrimination clauses, 
including on the ground of religion. 

 India’s obligations towards migrants: India is obliged, under 
international law, to ensure that migrants in its territory or under its 
jurisdiction receive equal and non-discriminatory treatment regardless of 
their legal status or the documentations they possess. 

 Locus standi issue raised by India: In response, the External Affairs 
Ministry argued that ―no foreign party has any locus standi on issues 
pertaining to India‘s sovereignty‖. 

 The High Commissioner has filed similar amicus curiae briefs on issues of 
pubic importance before a range of international and national judicial fora. 

 A precedent for future: This intervention, if permitted, would serve as a 
precedent for a number of future applications. It would also provide an 
opportunity for the Supreme Court to lay down the law on whether such 
applications interfere with national sovereignty. 

Sovereignty as responsibility 

 Defining sovereignty: International Court of Justice judge James 
Crawford defines sovereignty as, among other things, the ―capacity to 
exercise, to the exclusion of other states, state functions on or related to 
that territory, and includes the capacity to make binding commitments 
under international law‖ and states that ―such sovereignty is exercisable by 
the governmental institutions established within the state‖. 

 Sovereignty in Indian Constitution: The Preamble to the Constitution 
lays out the position, wherein the people of India have resolved to 
constitute the Indian Republic into a sovereign and not just any one 
authority. 

 As such, the courts (judiciary), the government (executive) and elected 
legislatures (legislature) are equally sovereign authorities. 

 No one can claim exclusivity over sovereignty. Furthermore, Article 51 (c) 
of the Constitution directs the state to “foster respect for international 
law”. 

Responsibility to citizens and the international community 

 Responsibility of political authority: According to the International 
Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty, ―national political 



 
 
 
 

 

authorities are responsible to the citizens internally and to the international 
community through the UN‖. 

 Constraints on sovereignty: Therefore, it is trite to say that an authority‘s 
right to sovereignty is not unfettered. It is subject to constraints including 
the responsibility to protect its citizenry and the larger international 
community. 

 Extending Article 14: Furthermore, Article 14 extends the right to equality 
to all persons, which is wider than the definition of citizens. Even illegal 
immigrants shall, consequently, be treated by the government in a manner 
that ensures equal protection of Indian laws. 

PM Gareeb Kalyan Scheme 

Union Finance Minister has announced the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Scheme, 
under which the government would provide a relief package of Rs 1.7 trillion to 
the underprivileged, poor and migrant workers affected by a lockdown amid the 
Covid-19 crisis. 

PM Garib Kalyan Scheme 

 PM Gareeb Kalyan scheme is to have two parts — cash transfer and food 
security. 

 The package aims to take care of the welfare concerns of the poor and migrant 
workers who have been suffering because of a nationwide lockdown. 

Two silos of the scheme 

 
1) PM Gareeb Kalyan Anna Yojana 

 800 million poor people in the country to get 5 kg of rice/wheat per month free of 
cost, in addition to the 5 kg they already get. 

 Additionally, each household to get 1 kg of preferred dal for free for the next 
three months 

2) Cash transfer scheme 

It has nine sub-parts 



 
 
 
 

 

 Farmers: First instalment of the PM-KISAN payment of Rs 2,000 to be 
frontloaded; move to benefit 87 million 

 MGNREGS: Wage increased from Rs 182 to Rs 202 per day. A wage increase to 
benefit 50 million families, as there will be about 2000 increase in their income 

 Poor widows, aged, and divyang: Ex-gratia of Rs 1,000 for the next three 
months, in two instalments. 30 million people to benefit. transfers to be done 
through direct benefits transfer (DBT) 

 Women with Jan Dhan Yojana accounts: 200 million to benefit from Rs 500 
ex-gratia for the next 3 months 

 Beneficiaries of the Ujjwala scheme: 80 million households benefit from the 
gas cylinders provided under the scheme. These beneficiaries will get free 
cylinders for three months in view of the disruption the coronavirus lockdown will 
cause. 

 Women in self-help groups: 6.3 million SHGs get up to Rs 10 lakh collateral-
free loans under the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya National Rural Mission scheme. 
The cap has been doubled to Rs 20 lakh. The move will benefit 70 million 
households 

 Organised sector workers: Two parts to this. First, the Government of India will 
pay the EPF contribution of both employee and employer for the next three 
months. This will be for all those establishments which have up to 100 
employees, 90 per cent of whom earn less than Rs 15,000 a month 

 Construction workers: States to be directed to utilise the Rs 31,000 crore 
welfare fund for building and construction workers for the benefit of 35 million 
workers in the midst of the coronavirus crisis 

 District mineral fund: State govts. to be urged to utilise this fund for medical 
screening, medical testing and providing health care services in the wake of the 
coronavirus crisis 

Other initiatives 

 Insurance cover for healthcare workers attending to Covid-19 patients: Rs 50 
lakh per person. 

 Two million health workers to benefit from the insurance scheme. 



 
 
 
 

 

 In what will benefit 8 million employees and 400,000 establishments, the EPFO 
regulation will be amended to allow the withdrawal of up to 75 per cent of their 
corpus as non-refundable advance, or three months‘ salary, whichever is less. 

Q) Consider the following statements regarding Pradhan Mantri Gareeb 
Kalyan package: 

1. Rs 2,000 per farmer will be provided under the PM-KISAN scheme. 
2. Rs 500 per month will be transferred for the next 3 months to women holding a 
Jan Dhan bank account. 
 
Which of the above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Preventive Detention, PSA and NSA 

In News: 

• Public Safety Act and National Security Act were in news because of recent 
detentions that took place after abrogation of Article 370 and also due to NCR and 
Anti-CAA protests. 

• Besides, recently former J&K CM Omar Abdulla was released after revocation of 
his detention. 

• So it is important to understand the concept of preventive detention and FRs as 
well. 

Preventive detention 

• It is the imprisonment of a person with the aim of preventing him from committing 
further offences or of continuing public order. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Article 22 (3) - If a person is arrested or detained under preventive detention, then 
the protection against arrest and detention under Article 22 (1) and 22 (2) shall not 
be available. 

• A detainee under preventive detention can have no right of personal liberty 
guaranteed by Article 19 or Article 21. 

• To prevent reckless use of preventive detention, certain safe guards are provided 
in the constitution: 

• A person may be taken to preventive custody only for 3 months at the first 
instance. 

• The detainee is entitled to know the grounds of his detention. 

• The detaining authorities must give the detainee earliest opportunities for making 
representation against the detention. 

Public Safety Act (PSA) 

• The Jammu & Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978 is a preventive detention law. 

• A person is taken into custody to prevent him / her from acting in a manner that is 
a threat to the security of J&K. 

• It is very similar to the National Security Act. 

• It allows for detention of a person without a formal charge. 

• Detention can be up to two years. 

• Detained person need not be produced before a magistrate within 24 hours of the 
detention. 

• The detained person does not have the right to move a bail application before a 
criminal court. 

• He / she cannot engage any lawyer also. 

• Only the High Court and the Supreme Court have the jurisdiction to hear habeus 
corpus petitions against the detention. 



 
 
 
 

 

National Security Act 

• The purpose of the National Security Act of 1980 is to make provisions for 
preventive detention in certain cases and for related matters. 

• The act extends to the whole of India. 

• The act empowers the Central Government and State Governments to detain a 
person to prevent him / her from acting in any manner prejudicial: 

 to the security of India, 
 to the relations of India with foreign countries, 
 to the maintenance of public order, 
 to the maintenance of supplies and services essential to the community it is 

necessary so to do. 

• The act also gives power to the governments to detain a foreigner in a view to 
regulate his presence or expel from the country. 

• The maximum period of detention is 12 months. 

National Teleconsultation Center (CoNTeC) 

 

The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has launched the National 
Teleconsultation Center (CoNTeC). 



 
 
 
 

 

 About CoNTeC 

• The CoNTeC is a Telemedicine Hub established by AIIMS, New Delhi, wherein 
expert doctors from various clinical domains will be available 24 × 7 to answer the 
multifaceted questions from experts from all over the country. 

• It is a multi-modal telecommunications hub through which 2 way audio-video and 
text communications can be taken from any part of the country as well as the world 
at large. 

• The modes of communication will include simple mobile telephony as well as two 
way video communications, using WhatsApp, Skype and Google Duo. 

• The CoNTeC is also fully integrated with the National Medical College Network 
(NMCN) to conduct a full fledged Video Conference (VC) between the 50 Medical 
Colleges. 

How to Contact the CoNTeC? 

• A single mobile number (+91 9115444155) can be dialed from anywhere in the 
coutnry / world by COVID-19 treating doctors to reach the CoNTeC which has six 
lines that can be used simultaneously at present. 

• This number of lines can be increased in future if needed. 

• The incoming calls will be picked up by the CoNTeC Managers, who will then 
handover the call to the appropriate expert doctors from the clinical domains as 
desired by the calling experts managing the COVID-19 cases anywhere in the 
country. 

• The Managers will guide the callers in improving a two way video call using the 
WhatsApp, Skype or Google Duo as preferred by the caller. 

• The callers from the NMCN network can connect anytime using the Telemedicine 
infrastructure at their end. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

PM-CARES Fund 

In News: 

• ‗Prime Minister‘s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations Fund‘ 
(PM CARES Fund) has been set up as a national fund to deal with the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Key takeaways: 

• The primary objective is to deal with any kind of emergency or distress situation, 
like posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• The fund will also help in providing relief to the affected. 

• This fund will enable micro-donations as a result of which a large number of 
people will be able to contribute with the smallest of denominations. 

• Contribution by corporates to PM-CARES Fund will be considered as CSR 
carefully under the companies law, as per Corporate Affairs Ministry‘s 
memorandum. 

Important value additions: 

PM CARES Fund 

• The Prime Minister is the Chairman of the fund. 

• Other Members include Defense Minister, Home Minister and Finance Minister. 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 

• Under section 135 of the Companies Act, 2013, every company having net worth 
of at least Rs 500 crore, turnover of Rs 1,000 crore or more, or a minimum net profit 
of Rs 5 crore during the immediate preceding financial year has to make CSR 
carefully. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The CSR initiatives of companies thrust on creating value in the lives of the 
communities around its areas of business and manufacturing operations. 

PM National Relief Funds (PMNRF) 

• These are the other funds under the Prime Minister. 

• He is the chairman of the fund. 

• The PMNRF is used to support people affected by natural and man-made 
disasters. 

• This includes acid attacks, accidents and riots. 

• It is also allotted to people for kidney transplantation treatments, heat, surgeries, 
etc. 

Non-operation of MPLADS fund approved 

In News: 

 The central government has approved non-operation of MPLADS for two 
years (2020-21 and 2021-22) for managing COVID 19. 

Key takeaways: 

 These funds will be used to strengthen government's efforts in managing the 
challenges and adverse impact of COVID19 in the country. 

 Important value additions: MPLADS fund 

 It is a scheme formulated by the Government of India that enables the 
members of parliaments (MP) to recommend developmental work in their 
constituencies. 

 The emphasis is on creating durable community assets based on locally felt 
needs. 

 The Ministry of Statistics and Program Implementation (MOSPI) looks into its 
working. 

 The funds released under the scheme are non-lapsable. 

 The annual MPLADS fund entitlement per MP constituency is Rs. 5 crore. 



 
 
 
 

 

Legislators' salary cut by 30% 

In News: Union Cabinet has approved an Ordinance amending the Salary, 
Allowances and Pension of Members of Parliament Act, 1954 for reducing salary by 
30% for one year. 

 It will come into effect from 1st April, 2020. 

Key takeaways: 

 President, Vice President, Governors of States have also voluntarily decided 
to take a pay cut of 30% as a social responsibility for one year. 

 The money will go to Consolidated Fund of India. 

 

 Important value additions: Consolidated Fund of India It includes revenues, 
which are received by the government through taxes and expenses incurred 
in the form of borrowings and loans. 

 All government expenditures are met by consolidated funds except a few. 

 It was created under Article 266 of the Constitution. 

 Similar to the Center, every state has its own Consolidated Fund as well. 

Judiciary: Pre-retirement judgments and post-retirement jobs 

Context: Post-retirement, former CJI Ranjan Gogoi was nominated to the Rajya 

Sabha Independence of the Judiciary is ensured by constitutional provisions like 

 • Judges do not hold their offices at the "pleasure" of the President 

 • They can only be impeached by a special majority of both houses (Article 124 (4)) 
of Parliament 

 • Article 121 and 211 provides that there shall be no discussion in the legislature of 
the state with respect to the conduct of any judgment of Supreme Court or of a 
High Court in the discharge of his duties 

• The salaries and allowances of the judges are charged on the Consolidated Fund 
of India in case of Supreme Court judges 



 
 
 
 

 

• Parliament can only add to the powers and jurisdiction of the Supreme Court but 
cannot curtail them 

• Both the Supreme Court and the High Court have the power to punish any person 
for their contempt (Article 129 and 215) 

 Why former CJI Gogoi‘s RS nomination caused controversy? 

• He had presided over politically sensitive cases (Assam NRC, Sabarimala, 
Ayodhya, Rafale, CBI) where all the decisions went in favor of the government. 

• This gave rise to the impression that his nomination was a reward for these 
'favors'. Consequences of such appointments 

• The very fact that a judge accepts such an appointment could cast doubt on his 
judgment. 

 • The desire of a post-retirement job can influence pre-retirement judgments. 

• It would signal that the judiciary is not independent, but is vulnerable to dictates of 
the executive 

• It will undermine the very constitutional values of impartiality in the dispensation of 
justice. 

• It will also go against the clear demarcation of separation of powers 

• Deteriorates the public perception about the integrity of the judiciary and thus the 
functioning of our democracy is it wrong for former CJI to accept RS nomination? 

• No, as Article 124 (7) of the Indian Constitution restricts post-retirement 
appointments in judiciary itself, but not in posts of president, governor, member of 
parliament, etc. 

 • Former CJI Gogoi has viewed that membership of the Rajya Sabha was not a job 
but a service and hence there accepting RS nomination is not ethically conflicting • 
With regard to judgments, former CJI has said that he did not deliver the judgments 
alone and that there were other judges also. Hence, there cannot be quid-pro-quo 
arrangements 

 A possible Solution 



 
 
 
 

 

• In constitutional democracy, it is time to have a law in place either by way of a 
constitutional amendment or a parliamentary enactment barring / regulating 
postretirement appointments of judges. • Judges can be compensated by being 
given their last drawn salary as pension. • Also, the age of retirement for judges can 
be increased by a year or two. • These will undo the damage caused by post-
retirement jobs 

Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization (Adaptation of State Laws) 

Order, 2020 

In News: 

• The Central Government passed Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization (Adaptation 
of State Laws) Order, 2020 recently. 

Key takeaways: 

• The order defined new domicile rule for Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) according to 
which a person residing in J&K for at least 15 years will now be eligible to be a 
domicile of the Union Territory. 

• If a person has studied for a period of 7 years and appeared in class 10th or 12th 
examination in an educational institution located in the UT of J&K will also be 
considered as the domicile of the UT. 

• Tehsildar shall be the competent authority for issuing the domicile certificate, as 
opposed to Deputy Commissioner. 

• Section 5-A states that no person shall be eligible for appointment to a post 
carrying a pay scale for not more than level 4 unless he is a domicile of UT of J&K. 

• Through the same order, the center has repealed the J&K Civil Services (Special 
Provisions) Act. 

Important value additions: 

The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019 



 
 
 
 

 

• It is an act of the Parliament of India. 

• It contains provisions to reconstitute the Indian-administered state of Jammu and 
Kashmir, into two Indian-administered union territories, one to be called Jammu and 
Kashmir, and the other Ladakh. 

States asked to invoke Essential Commodities Act, 1955 

In News: 

• States are asked to invoke Essential Commodities (EC) Act, 1955 by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs to include smooth supply of essential items at fair prices in the 
country. 

• The measures include fixing of stock limits, capping of prices, enhancing 
production, etc. 

Key takeaways: 

• States can now notify orders under the EC Act, 1955 without prior agreement from 
the Central Government up to June 30, 2020. 

• Offences under EC Act are criminal offences and may result in imprisonment of 7 
years or fine or both. 

• Offenders can also be booked under the Prevention of Black-marketing and 
Maintenance of Supplies of Essential Commodities Act, 1980. 

Important value additions: 

Essential Commodities (EC) Act, 1955 

• It is an act of Parliament of India. 

• It was established to prevent hoarding of the essential commodities and to ensure 
their timely delivery so that the normal life does not get affected. 

• This includes foodstuff, drugs, fuel (petroleum products) etc. 



 
 
 
 

 

State Election Commission: Threat to its independence 

Context: AP government brought in an ordinance on April 10th 2020 which led to 

removal of incumbent State Election Commissioner (SEC) 

About State Election Commissioner 

• Under 73rd and 74th constitutional amendment acts, state election commissions 
were created for every state to conduct elections to panchayats and municipalities 

• He / She is appointed by the Governor 

• His conditions of service and tenure of office shall also be determined by the 
governor. 

• SEC shall be removed from his office in the same manner & ground as a Judge of 
a High Court 

• A judge of a high court can be removed from his office by the President on the 
recommendation of the parliament 

Brief background of the tussle between AP State Government & SEC 

• SEC had postponed the local body elections (to be held on March 15th) citing the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 

• AP State government has criticized that SEC did not consult the government while 
postponing elections 

• AP State government appealed the decision in SC but the court refused to 
interfere 

• AP CM also alleged that SEC (appointed by previous government) was acting in 
nexus with the opposition, to prevent the victory of his party in elections, by 
postponing it. 

What were the major changes that was brought through the Ordinance? 

• It reduced the SEC‘s tenure from five to three years 



 
 
 
 

 

• The criterion for holding SEC office was amended - Only those who served as a 
High Court judge could occupy the post (earlier it was an officer of the rank of 
Principal Secretary & above) 

Consequence of the Ordinance: 

• Incumbent SEC Mr. Ramesh Kumar - a civil servant and 2016 appointee- was no 
longer the SEC 

• Justice Kanagaraj took charge as new SEC 

Criticisms of the Ordinance 

• Misuse of power by AP CM– with the intention to remove incumbent SEC 

• Against Article 243K - The article prohibits the variation of any condition of service 
to the detriment of any incumbent 

• The ordinance amounts to encroaching upon the independence of the 
Constitutional body, especially in the light of political accusations made against 
SEC 

• Due Process of Law not followed: Government did not give reasons for its sudden 
decision 

• Danger to Democracy: If the Courts upholds this ordinance then it will be end of 
free & fair elections 

• Legality of the Ordinance: State government has no legal right to terminate the 
SEC's tenure, as the Constitution makes the holder of that post removable only in 
the same manner as a High Court judgment. 

What was the basis on which AP issued the ordinance? 

• In Aparmita Prasad Singh Vs. State of U.P. (2007), the Allahabad High Court 
considered that cessation of tenure does not amount to removal and upheld the 
SEC‘s tenure being cut short. 

• The Supreme Court dismissed the appeal of judgment of HC in this case 

Critical Analysis of Aparmita Prasad Singh Case 



 
 
 
 

 

• The HC judgment seems erroneous, as it gives a complete freedom to the state 
government to remove an inconvenient SEC by merely changing the tenure or 
retirement age. 

• Against Legal Principles: It is a well-settled principle in law that what cannot be 
done directly cannot be done indirectly. 

• Scope for revision: Even though SC rejected the appeal, it has kept open the legal 
questions arising from the case 

J&K Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) Bench to deal with 

service matters 

In News: 

• The Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) Bench of J&K will deal with all service 
matters of the employees of the Central Government and the Union Territories of 
J&K and Ladakh 

• Earlier, Chandigarh Bench of CAT used to deal with these matters .. 

Important value additions: 

Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) 

• It was established under Article 323 - A of the Constitution. 

• Mandate: To adjudicate (formal judgment) disputes and complaints related to 
recruitment and conditions of service of persons who are appointed to public 
services and posts. 

• The Tribunal exercises the same jurisdiction and authority in case of contempt of 
itself as that of a High Court under Section 17 of the Administrative Tribunal Act, 
1985. 

• The Tribunal is guided by the principles of natural justice in deciding cases. 

• It is not bound by the procedure prescribed by the Civil Procedure Code. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Salaries, allowances and conditions of service: As specified by the Central 
Government. 

Saras Collection launched on the Government e Marketplace 

(GeM) portal 

In News: 

• Recently, the Indian government launched the Saras Collection on the 
Government e Marketplace (GeM) portal. 

• It is a unique initiative by the GeM, Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural 
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) and Ministry of Rural Development. 

Key takeaways: 

• It shall showcase daily utility products made by rural Self-Help Groups (SHGs). 

• It aims to provide SHGs with market access to Central and State Government 
buyers. 

• The initiative is first launched in the states of Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar 
Pradesh and West Bengal. 

• It shall cover other states in the upcoming phases. 

• It will do away with intermediaries in the supply chain and ensure better prices for 
SHGs. 

Important value additions: 

Government e-Marketplace 

• It is a National Procurement Portal to facilitate online procurement of common use 
goods and services required by various central and state government departments / 
organizations / public sector undertakings (PSUs). 

• It was launched in 2016 to bring transparency and efficiency in the procurement. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It functions under Directorate General of Supplies and Disposals (DGS & D), 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

Multiple entry life-long visa facility for OCI holders suspended 

 In News: 

• The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has suspended the right of multiple 
entry life-long visa facility of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders for visiting 
India. 

• The order will be valid till the prohibition on international air travel of passengers 
from / to India is lifted by the Government of India. 

Important value additions: 

Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) 

• It is an immigration status permitting a foreign citizen of Indian origin to live and 
work in the Republic of India indefinitely. 

• It was introduced by the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2005. 

• It was launched during the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas convention held in Hyderabad 
in 2005. 

J&K Grant of Domicile Certificate Procedure Rules, 2020 notified 

In News: 

• The J&K administration has recently notified the J&K Grant of Domicile Certificate 
Procedure Rules, 2020. 

• It also set a fast-track process in motion to issue the certificates within a stipulated 
time of 15 days. 

Key takeaways: 



 
 
 
 

 

• Eligible non-local can also apply for the certificate. 

• Domicile certificates were also made a basic eligibility condition for appointment to 
any post under the Union Territory of J&K. 

• Any officer not able to issue the certificate would be penalized ₹ 50,000. The 
amount would be recovered from his salary. 

• Kashmiri migrants living in or outside J&K can get domicile certificates by 
producing their Permanent Residence Certificate (PRC), ration card copy, voter 
card or any other valid document. 

• Bonafide migrants can apply with the Relief and Rehabilitation department by 
providing documents like electoral rolls of 1988, proof of registration as a migrant in 
any state in the country or any other valid document. 

15 MPs nominated to the Delimitation Commission by the Lok 

Sabha Speaker 

In News: 

• Lok Sabha Speaker recently nominated 15 MPs from Jammu and Kashmir, 
Assam, Manipur, Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh to assist the Delimitation 
Commission in redrawing the Lok Sabha and the Assembly constituencies of the 
northeastern states and the Union Territory of J&K. 

Important value additions 

The Delimitation Commission 

• It is appointed by the President of India. 

• It works in collaboration with the Election Commission of India 

• It means the act or process of fixing limits or boundaries of territorial 
constituencies in a country to represent changes in population. 

• The Delimitation Commission Act was enacted in 1952. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It is usually composed of the retired Supreme Court judge, Chief Election 
Commissioner and Respective State Election Commissioners. 

• Objectives: 

 To provide equal representation to equal segments of a population. 

 Fair division of geographical areas so that one political party is having an 
advantage over others in an election. 

• Functions: 

 It determines the number and boundaries of constituencies to make the 
population of all constituencies nearly equal. 

 It also identifies the seats reserved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes. 

• Its orders have the force of law and cannot be called in question before any court. 

• The 84th Amendment Act of 2001 extended the ban on readjustment for another 
25 years (2026). Earlier it was till year 2000 only. 

• The 87th Amendment Act of 2003 provided for the delimitation of constituencies 
on the basis of the 2001 census and not 1991 census. 

Reservation not a Fundamental Right: SC 

In News: 

• The Supreme Court has recently observed that the Right to reservation is not a 
fundamental right. 

Key takeaways 

• It has decided that nobody can claim right to reservation as a fundamental right. 

• Not giving the quota benefits cannot be construed as a violation of any 
constitutional right. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The petitions filed in Tamil Nadu said that 50 per cent of OBC candidates must get 
admissions in the medical colleges out of seats surrendered under the all India 
Quota, except for central government institutions. 

• The Supreme Court questioned the petition emphasizing that Article 32 could not 
be applied since there was no fundamental right to have reservation benefits. 

Important value additions 

• In February 2020, the Supreme Court ruled that there is no fundamental right to 
claim reservation in public jobs and no court can order a state government to 
provide for reservation to SC / STs. 

• Article 32 is available only for violation of fundamental rights, but right to 
reservation is not a fundamental right. 

Issue of cross-voting and 'open ballot' system 

Context: 

• In previous News Analysis, Supreme Court verdict on Secrecy of ballot, we read 
about importance of ‗Secret Ballot‘. 

• In article article, we will know about ‗open ballot‘ and issue of cross-voting. 

What is 'crossing the floor' or 'Cross Voting'? 

• In politics, a politician is said to cross the floor if they change their party 
allegiance. 

• Crossing the floor may mean changing to a second party after being elected as a 
member of a first party, or voting against the approved party lines. 

• For instance, during the election to Rajya Sabha, when an MLA from x party cast 
his vote in favor of y party candidate then it is termed as cross voting. 

Concept of 'open ballot' system during the election to Rajya Sabha 

• Rule 39AA of the Conduct of Election Rules of 1961 provides for open ballot 
system. 



 
 
 
 

 

• A voter may show his / her marked ballot paper to the authorized representative of 
his / her political party before dropping it into the ballot box. 

• Rule 39AA provides that marked votes of MLAs are to be shown only to the 
authorized representative of their political party before being dropped into the ballot 
box, and any transgression will amount to their votes being declared invalid. 

• In case of independent MLAs, they do not have to show their votes to "anyone at 
all". 

• However, Rule 39AA is silent on who would be the authorized representative for a 
rebel MLA. 

• 'Open ballot' system was adopted to prevent corruption. 

SC on 'Open' ballot process 

• 'Open' ballot process was challenged in SC by Kuldip Nayar alleging that it stifled 
free speech and expression of a voter, which is at the core of democracy. 

• In 2006, a five-judge bench led by then CJI YK Sabharwal unanimously upheld 
the constitutional validity of the 'open ballot' system and said: ―If secrecy becomes a 
source for corruption, then sunlight and transparency have the capacity to remove 
it. " 

• SC bench also said ―Voting in elections to Council of States cannot be compared 
with a general election. In a general election, the elector has to vote in a secret 
manner without fear that their votes would be disclosed to anyone or would result in 
victimization. There is no party affiliation and hence the choice is entirely with voter. 
This is not the case when elections are held to the Council of States as the electors 
are elected members of the legislative assemblies who in turn have affiliations. " 

Do you know? 

• To deal with money and muscle power, engineering splits in political parties and 
defections, parliament had enacted anti-defection law to combat this political evil. 

• This provided for disqualification of an MP or MLA if s / he ―votes or abstains from 
voting‖ contrary to the directions of her / his party. 

• However, the anti-defection law is not applicable to RS elections. 



 
 
 
 

 

• According to Election Commission, political parties cannot issue any whip, like 
they do in the Legislative Assembly, asking their MLAs to vote for a particular 
candidate. They can issue instructions but it is left to political organizations to take 
action as they deem fit if an MLA defies the party‗s order. 

Prerak dauur samman 

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) announced a new category of 
awards titled ‗Prerak Dauur Samman‘ as part of Swachh Survekshan 2021. 

Prerak dauur samman 

• The Prerak Dauur Samman has a total of five additional subcategories - Divya 
(Platinum), Anupam (Gold), Ujjwal (Silver), Udit (Bronze), Aarohi (Aspiring) - with 
top three cities being recognized in each. 

• In a departure from the current criteria of evaluating cities on ‗population 
category‘, this new category will categorize cities on the basis of six select indicator 
wise performance criteria which are as follows: 

1) Segregation of waste into Wet, Dry and Hazard categories 

2) Processing capacity against wet waste generated 

3) Processing and recycling of wet and dry waste 

4) Construction & Demolition (C&D) waste processing 

5) Percentage of waste going to landfills 

6) Sanitation status of cities 

 


