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1. India-Bangladesh ties to move to the next level 

 Context: 

• Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will embark on a four-day visit to India beginning from 

with an aim to further intensify bilateral relations between the two countries. 

• There is scope for India-Bangladesh ties to move to the next level, based on cooperation, coordi-

nation and consolidation 

 Did you know: 

 

• Bangladesh shares land borders with India to the west, north and the east and Myanmar to the 

east, whereas the Bay of Bengal lies to its south. 

• Bangladesh's land border with India is quite long stretching up to 2,582 miles. 
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• Indian states Assam, Tripura, Mizoram, Meghalaya, and West Bengal share the India-Bangladesh 

border. 

• The country‟s geography is dominated by the Ganges delta which empties into the Bay of Bengal 

the combined waters of several river systems, including those of the Brahmaputra and the Ganges 

• The endangered Bengal tiger, the national animal .. 

• The borders of modern Bangladesh were established with the separation of Bengal and India in 

August 1947, when the region became East Pakistan as a part of the newly formed state of Paki-

stan following the Boundary of the Partition of India. Later the rise of the Bengali nationalist and 

self-determination movement led to the Liberation War and eventually resulted in the emergence 

of Bangladesh as an independent sovereign in 1971 

• Bengalis, who speak the official Bengali language, make up 98% of the population of Bangladesh 

• Islam is the country‟s established religion 

• In the recent years Bangladesh has registered notable success in using Microcredit as a tool for 

poverty alleviation, women empowerment, generation of income through export of RMG, popula-

tion control, reducing child mortality and combating natural disasters; 

• The country continues to face the challenges of Rohingya refugee, terrorism, corruption, and er-

ratic climate change 

 India-Bangladesh relations: 

• Common members of SAARC, BIMSTEC, IORA and the Commonwealth. 

• The two countries share many cultural ties. (esp: Bengali-speaking) 

• In 1971, the Bangladesh Liberation War broke out between East Pakistan and West Pakistan; India 

intervened in December 1971 on behalf of East Pakistan and helped secure East Pakistan's inde-

pendence from Pakistan as the country of Bangladesh. 

• Since 2015, the notable developments have taken like resolution of long-pending land and mari-

time boundaries. 

• Observed increase in bilateral trade from US $ 9 billion to US $ 10.46 billion in the Fiscal Year (FY) 

2018-19, followed by US $ 7 billion to US $ 9 billion in FY 2017-18, an increase of 28.5 percent. 
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 Present scenario: 

• India and Bangladesh today enjoy one of the best periods of their relationship, with positive devel-

opment in the areas of diplomatic, political, economic and security relations. 

• The current Bangladesh government has uprooted security threats and acts of insurgency against 

India 

• The India-Bangladesh border is one of India‟s most secured 

• The signing of the Land Boundary Agreement in 2015 was a milestone 

• Land Boundary Agreement in 2015 

• Bilateral trade was a little over $ 9 billion in FY 2017-18 and Bangladeshi exports increased by 

42.91%. 

• Indian export of electricity increased by another 500 MW. A 1,600 MW power station with a dedi-

cated transmission system is being developed to boost power trade. 

• Train services are doing well, Five additional bus services were introduced in 2018 

• Bangladeshi tourists accounted for 21.6% of the total percentage of tourists visiting India in 2018 

• Bangladesh contributes 50% of India‟s health tourism revenue 

• Border killings have decreased. 

• Since 2010, India has approved three lines of credit to Bangladesh of $ 7.362 billion to finance de-

velopment projects. Due to bureaucratic red tape, just $ 442 million has been disbursed till De-

cember 2018 

• Memoranda of understanding were also signed for cooperation between the naval forces. 

 Issues yet to be settled: 

 1. Teesta Water Sharing Agreement. 
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• Teesta River long river that rises in the eastern Himalayas, flows through the Indian states of West 

Bengal and Sikkim through Bangladesh and enters the Bay of Bengal. 

• West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee's refusal to endorse water-sharing terms agreed 

upon by Prime Minister Modi in 2015 has resulted in the current impasse. 

 2. National Register of Citizens (NRC) 

• The National Register of Citizens (NRC) has left out 1.9 million Assamese from the list with a group 

labeled as "illegal immigrants from Bangladesh" living in Assam post-1971. (Bangladesh refuses) 

 3. Rohingya issue 

• The Rohingya issue and India‟s comments in 2017 on the issue have been upsetting for Bangla-

desh. 

• The Indian government is concerned over Rohingyas' stay in India for security areas, it is looking 

for ways to deport over 40,000 Rohingyas living in the country illegally. 

 Way forward: 

• Removal of non-tariff barriers will help Bangladeshi exports such as harmonizing the standards for 

goods accepted by India 

• Approved lines of credit to Bangladesh must be cleared on time 
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• Both countries must reach consensus on the issues like NRC, Rohingya and Teesta rivers. 

 Conclusion: 

• In a neighborhood where distrust and cynicism prevail over friendship and hope (Pakistan & 

China), the relationship between the two countries (India & Bangladesh) has given hope for opti-

mism. 

2. FATF 

Context: The Asia - Pacific Group of FATF (Financial Action Task Force) has slammed Pakistan 

for failing to take actions against terror groups. 

  Pakistan and state-sponsored terrorism: 

• Pakistan has been accused by neighboring countries India, Afghanistan and Iran and other nations, 

such as the United States, the United Kingdom, and France of involvement in terrorist activities in 

the region and beyond. 

• It is also alleged that Money is transferred to terror organization via Pakistan army. 

• It has been described as a safe haven for terrorists by western media and the United States De-

fense Secretary. It has been time and again proved that Pakistan has been supportive to several 

terrorist groups despite several stern warnings from the international community 

• Besides, the government of Pakistan has been accused of aiding terrorist organizations operating 

on their soil who have attacked neighboring India. 

However, Pakistan denies all allegations, stating that these acts are committed by non-state actors. 

  About FATF: 

What is it? The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental body established in 1989 

on the initiative of the G7. It is a “policy-making body” which works to generate the necessary po-

litical will to bring about national legislative and regulatory reforms in various areas. The FATF Se-

cretariat is housed at the OECD headquarters in Paris. 
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Objectives: The objectives of the FATF are to set standards and promote effective implementation 

of legal, regulatory and operational measures for combating money laundering, terrorist financ-

ing and other related threats to the integrity of the international financial system. 

Functions: The FATF monitors the progress of its members in implementing necessary measures, 

reviews money laundering and terrorist financing techniques and counter-measures and pro-

motes the adoption and implementation of appropriate measures globally. In collaboration with 

other international stakeholders, the FATF works to identify national-level vulnerabilities with the 

aim of protecting the international financial system from misuse. 

 The importance of combating terrorist financing: 

• Terrorists need money and other assets, for weapons but also training, travel and accommodation 

to plan and execute their attacks and develop as an organization. 

• Disrupting and preventing these terrorism-related financial flows and transactions is one of the 

most effective ways to fight terrorism. 

• Not only can it prevent future attacks by disrupting their material support, the footprints of their 

purchases, withdrawals and other financial transactions can provide valuable information for on-

going investigations. 

• Countering terrorism financing is therefore an essential part of the global fight against terror 

threat. 

• As terrorists and terrorist groups continue to raise money with use of various means, countries 

must make it a priority to understand the risks they face from terrorist financing and develop pol-

icy responses to all aspects of it. 

 

 

 

 

3. EQUADOR TO WITHDRAW FROM OPEC IN JANUARY 2020 
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 Why in news: Equdor to withdraw from OPEC in 2020. 

 ABOUT: 

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is an intergovernmental organization 

of 14 nations, founded on 14 September 1960 in Baghdad by the first five members (Iran, Iraq, 

Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela), and headquartered since 1965 in Vienna , Austria. As of 

September 2018, the then 14 member countries accounted for an estimated 44 percent of global 

oil production and 81.5 percent of the world's "proven" oil reserves, giving OPEC a major influ-

ence on global oil prices that were previously determined by the so called " Seven Sisters "group-

ing of multinational oil companies. 

 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 

 In News 

• Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali was awarded the 2019 Nobel Peace Prize for "his impor-

tant work to promote reconciliation, solidarity and social justice" 

• When Abiy became Prime Minister in 2018, Ethiopia had been locked in conflict with Eritrea for 20 

years. In July that year, he stepped across the border in Eritrea and in cooperation with Eritrean 

President Isaias Afwerki, worked out the principles of a peace agreement. 

• Ethiopia is landlocked country, while Eritrea has a sea coast which connects the Middle East. 

• Through the years of conflict, Ethiopia had depended heavily on Djibouti for access to the Gulf of 

Aden and onward to the Arabian Sea. 

• The peace deal opened up Eritrean ports for Ethiopian use. 

• In domestic achievements, he lifted emergency, granted amnesty to thousands of political prison-

ers, discontinued media censorship, dismissed leaders suspected of corruption, and increased the 

influence of women in political and community life. 

 

 Do you know? 
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• Ethiopia is the most populous landlocked country in the world and the second-most populous na-

tion on the African continent. 

• Its capital and largest city is Addis Ababa, which serves as the headquarters of the African Union 

and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. 

4. REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP 

  

 

Context: Eighth Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) ministerial meeting is being 

held in Bangkok. 

  What is the RCEP? 
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The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a trade deal that is currently under ne-

gotiation among 16 countries - the 10 member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN), and the six countries with which the ASEAN bloc has free trade agreements ( 

FTA). 

• The ASEAN, which includes Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 

Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam, has FTAs with India, Australia, China, South Korea, Japan and 

New Zealand. 

• Negotiations on the details of the RCEP have been on since 2013, and all participating countries 

aim to finalize and sign the deal by November. 

  What does the RCEP propose? 

• The purpose of RCEP is to create an “integrated market” spanning all 16 countries, making it easier 

for products and services of each of these countries to be available across this region. 

• ASEAN says the deal will provide "a framework aimed at lowering trade barriers and securing im-

proved market access for goods and services for businesses in the region". 

• The negotiations are focussed on areas like trade in goods and services, investment, economic and 

technical cooperation, intellectual property, competition, dispute settlement, e-commerce, and 

small and medium enterprises. 

  Why is the RCEP important? 

It is billed as the "largest" regional trading agreement ever - these countries account for almost half 

of the world's population, contribute over a quarter of world exports, and make up around 30% 

of global gross domestic product (the value of all goods and services produced in a year). 

 How does India stand to gain? 

Sections of Indian industry feel that being part of RCEP would allow the country to tap into a huge 

market, if the domestic industry becomes competitive. Pharmaceuticals and cotton yarn are con-

fident of gains, and the services industry too, may have new opportunities. 

  And what are the concerns? 
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1. Several industries feel India needs to be mindful of the amount of access it gives to its market. 

There is fear that some domestic sectors may be hit by cheaper alternatives from other RCEP 

countries. Apprehensions have been expressed that cheaper Chinese products would “flood” In-

dia. 

2. Critics are also not confident that India would be able to take advantage of the deal, given its poor 

track record of extracting benefits from the FTAs with these countries. India‟s trade gap with these 

countries may widen if it signs the RCEP deal, they say. (See figures with map above) 

3. Industries like dairy and steel have demanded protection. The textile industry, which has already 

raised concerns about growing competition from neighboring countries with cheaper and more 

efficient processes, fears the deal would impact it negatively. 

4. There are some differences within industries. The bigger players in steel, for example, are appre-

hensive of the potential impact on their businesses; However, manufacturers of finished goods 

have argued that limiting steel supply to domestic producers through higher import duties will 

put them at a disadvantage. 

 Q.) DISCUSS THE opportunities and challanges provided by RCEP. 

5. G20 GLOBAL SMART CITIES ALLIANCE ON TECHNOLOGY 

GOVERNANCE 

Context: India has joined the World Economic Forum's (WEF) G20 Global Smart Cities Alliance on 

Technology Governance. 

  Significance: 

India's joining the league is a critical first step towards accelerating global best practices, fostering 

greater openness and public trust as well as mitigating risks regarding the collection of data in 

public spaces. 

  What is it? 

• It is a league of 15 of leading city networks and technology governance organizations that will 

work towards advancing responsible and ethical use of smart city technologies. 
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• Established in June 2019, in conjunction with G20 Summit held in Osaka, Japan. 

• It seeks to create global norms and policy standards for the use of connected devices in public 

spaces. 

• The aim of the alliance is to promote the responsible and ethical use of smart city technologies by 

referring global norms and policy standards for the use of connected devices in public spaces. 

 The Global Smart Cities Alliance's founding set of institutional partners include the presidents and 

host nations of the group of 20 (G20) in 2019 and 2020; Japan and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; 

the Smart City Mission of India; Cities for All; Cities Today Institute; Commonwealth Local Gov-

ernment Forum; Commonwealth Sustainable Cities Network among others. 

  Towards a global policy: 

The Alliance has committed to co-design and roll out a first-of-its-kind global policy framework on 

smart city technologies in advance of the 2020 G20 Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. It is currently 

accepting nominations from cities interested in piloting and considering to global policy stan-

dards. 

  Need for and significance of the alliance: 

• Smart city technologies can help cut down traffic congestions, combat crime, improve resilience 

during natural disasters and reduce greenhouse emissions. 

• Without the proper governance, these technologies pose significant risk, notably to privacy and se-

curity. 

• To ensure data collected in public places is used safely and ethically, the Alliance will develop, pilot 

collectively implement new global policy standards. 

 

 

6. ASIA-PACIFIC TRADE AND INVESTMENT REPORT 2019 
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 Context: The Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Report 2019 was published by the United Na-

tions Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). 

  Key findings- Effects of NTMs: 

• Non-tariff measures (NTMs) have increased in the past two decades and are affecting trade as well 

sustainable development goals (SDGs) in Asian countries. 

• NTMs affect 58 per cent of the trade in Asia-Pacific. 

• NTMs can have a direct impact on the performance of trading partners. They can also impact is-

sues such as health, safety, environment, climate, public security and peace, which in turn, influ-

ence SDGs. 

• Around half the Asia-Pacific's economies have at least one NTM addressing water and energy effi-

ciency and only 10 per cent have measures addressing illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 

fishing and illegal timber trade. 

 Concerned the concern now? 

The implementation of NTMs raises the cost of trade, especially in developing economies. The aver-

age cost of these measures alone amounts to 1.6 per cent of gross domestic product, roughly $ 

1.4 trillion globally. 

• The developed economies have a higher standard of NTMs which affects trade of developing 

economies. In case of Sri Lanka, the country would have needed to invest too much to follow EU 

standards on IUU. 

• Thus, the cost of investment in NTMs can sometimes be higher than the cost of total trade. This 

makes NTMs burdensome. 

• NTMs affected foreign direct investment negatively, which slowed countries' economic activities. 

 But, why are they imposed? 

NTMs assure protection of human health or the environment. They can even boost trade under cer-

tain conditions. While trade costs associated with NTMs are estimated to be more than double 
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that of tariffs, NTMs often serve important public policy objectives linked to sustainable devel-

opment. 

  What next? 

There appears to be more scope for member states in the Asia-Pacific region to address these as-

pects of sustainable development through trade measures. But NTMs are quite complex and vary 

from country to country. 

  Measures proposed: 

1. Ensure that NTMs are designed and implemented effectively so that costs are minimized. 

2. Build capacity in developing economies to adapt, coordinate or harmonize the use of international 

standards. 

3. Increase cooperation with developed economies to work out regional mechanisms and develop 

common guidelines on sustainability impact assessment of NTMs. 

4. To address trade costs while carrying the benefits of NTMs, countries need to further enhance co-

operation at all levels. 

5. Regional initiatives should be actively pursued, such as NTM harmonization and mutual recogni-

tion initiatives in regional trade agreements. 

6. Review current NTMs and ensure that new NTMs are systematically as follows and monitored. 

 Case study: 

Sri Lanka earned a lot revenue by exporting seafood. But then, the European Union (EU) instituted an 

import ban on Sri Lankan seafood because of the country's systematic failure to regulate IUU fish-

ing. This was a type of NTM. 

On the one hand, the ban helped in conservation of marine resources and encouraged sustainable 

fishing. At the same time though, fisherfolk in Sri Lanka became poor. 

The ban led domestic prices to plummet, which in turn, translated into a decrease in fishing. 

 

What are Non-tariff measures (NTMs)? 
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NTMs allude to technical measures such as sanitary (for protection of human and animal health), and 

phytosanitary (for protection of plant health), or SPS, and Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), which 

are related to environmental and sustainable standards that are set to block or slow down trade 

instead of regular tariffs or duties. 

 KURDS 

 Who are Kurds? 

At an estimated 25 million to 35 million population, they are the largest largest stateless ethnic 

group. 

The majority among the Kurdish people today are Sunni Muslim, but there are adherents of other 

faiths too, including Sufism and other mystical practices. 

• They live in the highlands of southern and eastern Turkey, northern Iraq, the northeastern Syria, 

northwestern Iran, and parts of south Armenia, and are a minority in each of these countries. 

Small communities live in Georgia, Kazakhstan, Lebanon, and eastern Iran as well. 

• Kurds have long had a reputation for being fearless fighters, and they have served as mercenaries 

in many armies over the centuries. 

• The mediaeval warrior Saladin, founder of the Ayyubid dynasty that replaced the Fatimids in Egypt 

and ruled over large parts of the Middle East in the 12th and 13th centuries, was of Kurdish eth-

nicity. 

 Happening happening now? 

Recently, the Trump administration ordered US troops to step aside from the border in northern 

Syria, effectively paving the way for Turkey to launch an offensive against US-backed Kurdish 

forces who they regard as enemies. 

 What are their demands? 

The Kurds have never achieved nation-state status, except in Iraq, where they have a regional gov-

ernment called Iraqi Kurdistan. 

Kurdistan is made up of five different regions: southeastern Turkey, northeastern Syria, northern Iraq, 

northwestern Iran and southwestern Armenia. 
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In the early 20th century, the Kurds began working towards the creation of homeland known as Kur-

distan. In 1920, the Treaty of Sèvres - one of a series of treaties that the Central Powers signed af-

ter their defeat in World War I - outlined the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire and called for an 

autonomous Kurdistan. 

Three years later, after the end of the war, Western allies dropped demands for an independent 

Kurdish state and the Kurdish region was divided among several countries. 

 

 Why is Turkey attacking them? 

Turkey has two main goals in northeast Syria: to drive the Kurdish YPG militia which it deems a secu-

rity threat away from its border, and to create a space inside Syria where 2 million Syrian refugees 

are currently hosted in Turkey can be settled. 

  Latest developments: 

1. Kurdish forces who had until recently been America's allies against both the Islamic State and 

President Bashar al-Assad of Syria, announced an agreement with the Damascus regime, which is 

backed by Moscow and Tehran, the United States' two great rivals in the region. 

2. Turkey has also launched a military operation against Kurdish fighters in northeast Syria. 

 What could this mean for Islamic state? 

https://i2.wp.com/www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Kurds.jpg
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Chaos could present Islamic State with an opportunity to stage a revival and the SDF has been con-

ducting operations against IS sleeper cells since capturing its final territorial foothold earlier this 

year. 

  Way ahead: 

The operation could reshape the map of the Syrian conflict once again, dealing a blow to Kurdish-

led forces that have battled Islamic State while widening Turkey‟s territorial control at the border. 

7. INDIA-NEPAL RELATION 

  Conttext 

Xi Jinping‟s visit to Kathamandu was defined by the determination to accelerate the development of 

an ambitious trans-Himalayan corridor between China‟s Tibet and Nepal. 

 Chinese security diplomacy 

• It has emerged as a major element of China‟s international relations in all geographies. 

• Reasons: 

• Globalization and digitalisation of the Chinese economy 

• the growing movement of people across Chinese borders 

• expanding capital and human assets beyond borders 

• Need for cooperation - This has made law enforcement cooperation with the rest of the world a 

major priority for China. 

• Security issues - The range of issues involved in security diplomacy include 

• tracking down fugitives from Beijing‟s anti-corruption campaign 

• criminals seeking safe haven in other countries 

• countering terrorism 

• preventing drug trafficking 

• assisting Chinese citizens and tourists abroad 

• reining in political dissidents active in other countries 
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• Neighbors - Across neighborhoods, security diplomacy has added dimensions due to interaction 

between internal political stability and the situation across the frontiers. 

• Xinjiang - three Central Asian states of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan as well as Pakistan and 

Afghanistan share a border with the province. 

• Tibet - India and Nepal 

• Yunnan - Myanmar 

• Far flung provinces - China‟s far flung provinces with significant religious and ethnic minorities has 

been a priority for the People‟s Republic of China with neighboring countries. 

• Trouble within or across the borders of Xinjiang, Tibet and Yunnan has demanded greater coopera-

tion with the neighboring states. 

• Xi's emphasis on internal security was evident in his remarks: "Anyone involved to split China in any 

part of the country will end in crushed bodies and shattered bones". 

• He also warned other countries against interfering in the internal affairs of China. 

• The protests in Hong Kong that have taken a violent turn in recent days. The CPC is angry with at-

tempts in the US to link trade negotiations with the situation in Hong Kong. 

 China - Nepal security relations 

• Security cooperation - India needs to pay attention to the deepening of bilateral security coopera-

tion between Nepal and China. 

• Increasing engagement - This is seen in the expanding engagement between the police forces, in-

telligence agencies, border management organizations and law-enforcement authorities of the 

two nations. 

• China‟s sees “security diplomacy” as separate from “defense diplomacy”. 

• 4 of the 20 documents signed in Kathmandu related to law enforcement - on border management, 

supply of border security equipment, mutual legal assistance, and collaboration between Nepal‟s 

Attorney General and China‟s “Supreme People‟s Procurator”. 

 Nepal - China 

• Border - Nepal‟s northern border with China is entirely with Tibet. 
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• People's movement - China sees security cooperation with Kathmandu as critical in controlling the 

movement of people across this frontier. 

• Tibetan refugees - Nepal was once hospitable to Tibetan refugees fleeing China. It now supports 

Chinese law enforcement agencies in tracking and deporting them. 

• Cooperation on Tibet - Growing friendship between Chinese and Nepalese political leaders has 

provided a more permissive environment for this cooperation. 

• Access to Nepalese side of border - Chinese security agencies have gained effective access to bor-

der areas on the Nepali side in dealing with Tibetan exiles. 

• Joint statement - to “respect and accommodate each other‟s concerns and core interests”. 

• Nepal "reiterated its firm commitment to One-China policy" and acknowledged that Tibetan mat-

ters "are China's internal affairs". 

• It is also promised not to allow “any anti-China activities on its soil”. 

• China declared its firm support to Nepal in upholding the country's independence, sovereignty and 

territorial integrity. 

• It also assured its firm support to Nepal's social system and development path chosen in the light 

of Nepal's national conditions. 

• Signing of the "Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and hoped for an early con-

clusion of the Treaty on Extradition." 

• China has promised to enhance the capacities of Nepal‟s law enforcement agencies. 

 Chinese efforts at security - Steps taken 

• Massive modernization of internal administrative structures 

• Significant investments in new technologies 

• Effective integration of law implementing into China‟s foreign policy 

• Spread across all geographies - from developed countries in North America and Europe to the de-

veloping world in Asia and Africa. 

• International rules - China is also participating in the development of new international rules on 

law enforcement and seeking leadership positions in multilateral organizations dealing with law 

enforcement. 
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 Conclusion 

Like the other great powers that preceded it, China sees security diplomacy and law enforcement 

cooperation as important tools of statecraft. 

8. Tulagi island 

 

 News 

• China is leasing an entire Pacific Island named Tulagi in the Solomon Islands. This has sparked 

worldwide concerns. 

 Tulagi island 

• Tulagi is a small island (5.5 km x 1 km, area 2,08 km²) in Solomon Islands, just off the south coast of 

Ngella Sule. 

• The town of the same name on the island was the capital of the British Solomon Islands Protector-

ate from 1896 to 1942 and is today the capital of the Central Province. 

• The capital of what is now the state of Solomon Islands moved to Honiara, Guadalcanal, after 

World War II. 
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• The island was originally chosen by the British as a comparatively isolated and healthier alternative 

to the disease-ridden larger islands of the Solomon Islands archipelago. 

Q) Tulagi islands often seen in news is located in which region? 

a. Mediterranean Sea 

b. Indian Ocean 

c. Pacific ocean 

d. South china sea 

9. US withdrawal from Syria 

 Context 

With the withdrawal of US forces from north-east Syria under Kurdish control, Trump is believed to 

fulfill his promise of extricating the US from the conflicts it has been embroiled in across the 

globe ahead of the 2020 US primary elections. 

 Regional scene 

• The manner of the troop withdrawal sharpened the conflict in the region. 

• It also increased the influence of Russia in West Asia. 

• Turkey‟s President Recep Erdogan ordered his troops into the region, and there are reports of civil-

ian casualties. US troops had suffered minimal casualties and were a buffer protecting the Kurdish 

forces. 

• Erdogan is facing a violent Kurdish-led in the insurgency in his own country. He is seeking a deeper 

strategic buffer through military control of Syria's autonomous Kurdish region. 

• Russia and Iran are expected to back the Assad regime, filling the power vacuum left by the US. 

• Erdogan seems undeterred by the threats of sanctions and other diplomatic consequences by the 

US and NATO. 

 Impact of the withdrawal 

 Trump's sudden withdrawal is likely to be counterproductive. 
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• The claim that the "ISIS caliphate" has been defeated may be technically true, but many IS fighters 

retreated into remote parts of Iraq and Syria. 

• Since the conflict in Syria began in 2015, the Kurds were instrumental in the fight against the Is-

lamic State. Now, remnants of the IS may be emboldened. 

• Assad regime has consolidated and its influence is growing along with that of Russia. 

• An aggressive and expansionist Turkey could pose a long-term challenge to the regional balance 

of power. It has long been a NATO ally and even houses a US military base with nuclear capabili-

ties. 

 Way ahead 

In the near term, what is required is well-thought-out, firm diplomacy by the US and other world 

powers. 

10. RCEP and Data 

 Context: 

• Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership trade negotiations, being held with Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations, China, South Korea, Japan, Australia and New Zealand, India may accept 

free data flow clauses with some public policy exceptions. 

• It needs to be understood that suitable data controls and policies are not to be exceptions but the 

mainstream of a digital economy and society. 

 Arguments: 

• India will largely end up ceding most of its data policy space, and data sovereignty. 

• It will give up any chances for effectively using Indian data for India‟s development, and for digital 

industrialization to become a top digital power. 

• It will effectively be laying the path for permanent digital dependency, with India‟s data flowing 

freely to data intelligence centers in the U.S., and China. 
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• A few global “intelligence corporations” will digitally, and intelligent-ally, control and run the entire 

world. 

 About RCEP: 

• Regional Comprehensive Cooperation Agreement - is a proposed free trade agreement between 

10 members of ASEAN and its five FTA partners (China, India, Australia, Japan, New Zealand) 

• RCEP negotiation was formally launched in 2012, whose member states together account for 3.4 

billion people and approximately 40% of average GDP. 

 

  Do you know? 

 Members of Indian Industry are resisting RCEP due to following concerns 

• Flooding of the market with Chinese goods impacting domestic manufacturers 

• Lack of access to Indian services in the RCEP countries (Services is India‟s strong area and has huge 

potential to tap into RCEP market) 

 Issues: 

• India‟s trade deficits with nations have always widened after signing free-trade-agreements (FTAs) 

with them, citing the cases with ASEAN, Japan, Korea, and Singapore, most of which are RCEP na-

tions. 
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• It has also been pointed out that India‟s vulnerable agriculture and dairy sectors, which are not in 

positions to compete with Australia and New Zealand, will be exposed to vagaries of global trade. 

• Indian manufacturing is not competitive enough to face the vagaries of a free trade regime. 

Even after 27 years of liberalization, inefficiency prevails due to a host of unimplemented reforms in 

the product and the factor markets. 

On the factor side, labor market reforms are incomplete. Labor productivity in manufacturing is still 

one of the lowest in the world with spatially fragmented labor laws are escalating the costs of do-

ing business. 

Given this, Indian industry is hardly in a position to compete in the level-playing ground in a free-

trade region. 

 Differences: 

• India apprehends that, given its $ 60-billion trade deficit with China, the RCEP demand to reduce 

tariffs on 90 per cent of the traded goods to zero will have a disastrous effect on its already 

struggling MSME sector. 

India is especially apprehensive about Chinese goods swamping its market, forcing domestic pro-

ducers to cut production or shut down. 

• India has expressed its reservations over inclusion of e-commerce in the RCEP talks. 

The RCEP draft is opposed to data localization, while India fears the monopoly power of digital gi-

ants which includes the likes of Tencent and Alibaba. 

 ASEAN + 3: 

• India could be out of the mega trade deal (RCEP). 

• China has started pushing for a free trade pact between ASEAN + 3 (which includes the ten-

member ASEAN, China, Japan and South Korea). 

• This would effectively mean that among the 16 countries negotiating the Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership (RCEP), all except India, Australia and New Zealand would get included in 

the proposed pact. 
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• China may be trying to push for an ASEAN + 3 arrangement to speedily create a new order in the 

region with itself at the helm to counter the challenge posed by the US with which it is engaged 

in a trade war. 

 Data concern: 

• The global digital or artificial intelligence (AI) economy is currently a two-horse race between the 

U.S. and China. 

• It is feared that all other countries, including the European Union (EU) and major developing coun-

tries such as India, will have to become fully digitally dependent on one of these two digital su-

perpowers. 

• This will considerably compromise their economic and political independence, something referred 

to as digital colonization. 

 Solution: 

• Efforts to escape such a dismal situation, like in the French and the UK's AI strategies, numerous EU 

documents, and India's NITI Aayog's AI strategy, focus on one central issue - more data-sharing 

within the country, and better access to data for domestic businesses. 

With few global digital corporations such as Google, Facebook, Amazon and Uber, constantly vac-

uum out India‟s and Indians ‟data, and then by default treat it as their private property it is diffi-

cult 

 Way forward 

• Despite all the concerns, the government must take into account that either slowing down India's 

RCEP engagement or walking out of the talks at this stage would cut India out of the rules-

making process for the RCEP and give China further space in the regional trade and security ar-

chitecture. 

• At a time when the U.S. has broken from the global consensus on multilateral trade agreements, an 

Indian walkout would endanger the united message that RCEP countries, which represent 40% of 

the global GDP, would wish to send out. 
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• It would also be a sharp departure from India‟s “Act East” slogan and its extended outreach to 

ASEAN. 

• Appropriate data policies must ensure that the required data is actually available to Indian digital 

businesses. 

• Asserting a community‟s legal right over data that is derived from, and is about, the community 

concerned, or about „things‟ that belong to it. This is the concept of community data inscribed in 

India‟s draft e-commerce policy. 

• Data classification, data ownership rights, data sharing, data trusts must be dealt with 

 Conclusion: 

• Disengaging from signing binding agreements on uninhibited data flows across borders does not 

mean that a country would simply localize all data. Some kinds of data may indeed need to be lo-

calized, while others should freely flow globally. 

• It just means that a country retains complete data policy space, and the means to shape its digital 

industrialisation, and thus its digital future. 

 

11. IND-US and Global Politics 

• Global politics is changing at a fast pace. 

• The global order is now dipping into a vortex of disruptions largely caused by the United States, 

China (Trade war) and Brexit. 

• India also stands at the crossroads in terms of its foreign policy approach. 

 India’s Foreign policy options: 

• Stable policy of non-alignment and strategic autonomy; 

• Join the bandwagon of unilateralism and be a permanent treaty ally of one of the superpowers, 

• Embark upon a calculated trip with the objective of expansion in terms of forging new relations 

and exploring fresh territories by adopting a strategy of "multi-alignment and transactional 

autonomy". 
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 Concerns in IND-US Relations: 

• A no-trade deal, 

• U.S.-Pakistan bonhomie 

 Trade deal failure: 

• The prospects of an agreement unravelled due to the failure to reach an agreement on Information 

and communications technology (ICT) products. 

 U S Wanted, 

• The U.S. has wanted India to eliminate tariffs (20%) on ICT products, but New Delhi is concerned 

that this could open up the market to flooding by Chinese technology. 

• The U.S. wanted greater access to Indian markets for medical devices, such as stents and knee im-

plants, ICT and dairy products and sought the removal of price caps. 

• The US had sought the removal of price caps ("Trade Margin Rationalization" or TMR) on medical 

devices and greater access for dairy products and some other categories of agricultural goods. 

  India wanted, 

• The reinstatement of preferential market access to U.S. markets under the Generalized System of 

Preferences (GSP) program, which was revoked in early June. 

• It had also wanted facilitation of processes in agricultural product markets where it had already ac-

cess (such as easier certification of food product irradiation facilities) 

• Greater access in some agricultural markets (table grapes, pomegranates for instance), 

 US-Pakistan Bonhomie: 

• United States has been one of the largest sources of foreign direct investment in Pakistan and is 

Pakistan‟s largest export market. 

• Trade relations between the United States and Pakistan continue to grow 

• The U.S. The government supports this relationship by funding reverse trade delegations, business 

conferences, technical assistance, and business outreach. 
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 Ind-US Relations 

 Good shades: 

• India-U.S. civil nuclear deal, the ongoing defense cooperation of the past decade worth billions of 

dollars 

• The signing of three "foundational defense agreements", i.e. the Communications Compatibility 

and Security Agreement, the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement and the Basic Ex-

change and Cooperation Agreement for Geo-spatial Cooperation. 

 Bad shades: 

 Current trade challenges, 

• The U.S.‟s hyphenation of India with China in its trade war 

• U S call for the removal of the "developing country" tag assigned by the WTO. 

• During the 1971 war, the U.S. sent its fleet towards India to assist Pakistan. 

• India‟s procurement of defense material from Russia 

• US unreal expectations such as India having military boots on the ground in Afghanistan. 

Concerns: 

• The recent and abrupt abandonment by the Trump administration of the Kurds who supported the 

Americans in fighting the Islamic State both in terms of resources and manpower should serve as 

a warning sign to India in terms of its Afghanistan strategy 

• The current Indian dispensation must prepare for the eventuality of a sudden withdrawal of U.S. 

forces from Afghanistan which could lead to a complete takeover by the Taliban, with potential 

repercussions on India‟s northern front. 

• With respect to Pakistan, there is confused signalling from the official “advisers” of the White 

House 

• The U.S. campaigned for Iran‟s nuclear deal in 2015, then withdrew itself from the accord in 2018 

and has now adopted a blanket sanction policy qua any nation dealing in oil transactions with 

Iran. 
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 Way forward: 

• Before taking any decision on the future trajectory of India-U.S. dynamics, the Indian establishment 

must remain mindful of the unpredictability and inherent contradictions in the U.S. foreign policy 

• At the same time, capitalize on U.S. "Isolationism and retrenchment" by carrying out its time-tested 

policy of "non-alignment and strategic autonomy". 

• The Prime Minister must ensure that India-U.S. bilateralism survives the ax of unilateralism without 

sacrificing India‟s “sweet spot” and tag of being “everyone‟s friend”. 

• Mr. Trump needs to realize that India at this juncture cannot afford to get derailed from the tracks 

of globalisation, regional alliances, trade opportunities 

 Conclusion: 

• The convergence of perception between India and the U.S. on global and regional issues of com-

mon interest provides enormous opportunities for both countries to work closely in reshaping the 

global political order. 

 Mt paektu 

• Mount Paektu or Changbai (in Chinese) is a volcanic mountain that last erupted over 1,000 years 

ago. 

• Situated at the border between Democratic People's Republic of Korea and China. 

• At a height of about 9,000 feet, it is also the highest peak in the Korean peninsula. 

• A reference to the mountain is made in the South Korean national anthem as well. 

12. BHASHAN CHAR ISLAND 

 In News 

• Thousands of Rohingya living in Bangladesh refugee camps have agreed to move to a Bhashan 

Char island located in the Bay of Bengal 

• Rights groups have warned the island, which emerged from the sea only about two decades ago, 

might not be able to withstand violent storms during the annual monsoon season. 
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• In the past half a century, powerful cyclones have killed hundreds of thousands of people in the 

Meghna river estuary where the island is located. 

• Dhaka has long wanted to move 1,00,000 refugees to the muddy silt islet, saying it would take 

pressure off the overcrowded border camps where almost a million Rohingya live. 

• Some 7,40,000 Rohingya fled Myanmar in August 2017 in the face of a military crackdown, joining 

2,00,000 refugees already in makeshift tent settlements at Bangladesh‟s Cox‟s Bazar. 

13. New Brexit deal 

 Context: 

• Despite the euphoric reception to the fresh terms of Britain's withdrawal from the EU agreed on 

Thursday, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson was forced to seek an extension to the October 31 

exit deadline. 

• The House of Commons voted for an amendment making approval for the text conditional on Par-

liament passing legislation to ratify the treaty before Britain leaves the EU. 

• The failure to clearly back the deal triggered a law forcing Mr. Johnson to ask EU leaders to delay 

Brexit for a third time 

 Why? 

• Democratic Unionist Party (DUP), has opposed agreement - that it would undermine the constitu-

tional integrity of the U.K. 

• It is however true that the new deal would avoid a hard border in the Irish Sea, one that would 

have separated the north and south of the island of Ireland, thus endangering the 1998 Good Fri-

day agreement. 

 Brexit: 

• Brexit - British exit - refers to the UK leaving the EU. 

• Brexit is the scheduled withdrawal of the United Kingdom (UK) from the European Union (EU). 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                     

BY KULDEEP RATHI AND TEAM30 

 

• Following a June 2016 referendum, in which 51.9% of participating voters voted to leave, the UK 

government formally announced the country‟s withdrawal in March 2017, starting a two-year 

process that was due to conclude with the UK withdrawing on 29 March 2019. 

• As the UK parliament thrice voted against the negotiated withdrawal agreement, that deadline has 

been extended twice, and is currently 31 October 2019. 

• The 'Benn Act' that passed in Parliament requires the government to seek a third extension if no 

agreement is reached before 19 October. 

 What is the European Union? 

• The EU is an economic and political union involving 28 European countries. It allows free trade and 

free movement of people to live and work in whichever country they choose. 

• The UK joined in 1973 (when it was known as the European Economic Community). If the UK 

leaves, it would be the first member state to withdraw from the EU. 

 Why involved UK left? 

• Brexit was originally due to happen on 29 March 2019. That was two years after then Prime Minis-

ter Theresa May triggered Article 50 - the formal process to leave - and kicked off negotiations. 

But the Brexit date has been delayed twice. 

• A deal was agreed in November 2018, but MPs rejected it three times. 

 What is the new Brexit deal? 

• The new deal replaces the backstop with new customs arrangements. 

• Under the plan, the whole of the UK would leave the customs union. At this point, the UK would be 

free to sign and implement its own trade agreements with countries around the world. 

• But Northern Ireland would also remain an entry point into the EU‟s customs zone. 

• The UK would not apply tariffs to products entering Northern Ireland, as long as they were not 

destined to be sent across the border into the Republic of Ireland. 

• Northern Ireland would continue to follow EU regulations for agrifood and industrial goods. 
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• After four years, the Northern Ireland Assembly would have the opportunity to vote on whether 

Northern Ireland should continue the arrangement. 

 What after Brexit? 

• EU will start carrying out checks on British goods. 

• This could lead to delays at ports, such as Dover. Some fear that this could lead to traffic bottle-

necks, disrupting supply routes and damaging the economy. 

• If the pound falls sharply in response to no deal and there are significant delays at ports, like Do-

ver, it could affect the price and availability of some foods. 

• There are also concerns over potential shortages of medicines. 

 Positive effects of Brexit in India: 

• To reset legal terms: Brexit is an opportunity for India to reset the legal terms of its trade with the 

UK and EU, at the multilateral level, and through free trade agreements. 

• Students friendly: Before Brexit, British universities were forced to offer scholarships and subsidies 

to the citizens of the UK and EU. Brexit frees up funds for the other students and more Indian 

students might be able to get scholarships. 

• Increases tourism: Reduction in pound value will reduce travelling cost to the UK and will make it 

a good travel destination. 

• Huge investment: Brexit will help strengthen our ties with Britain because India‟s focus on innova-

tion and entrepreneurship still makes it an attractive destination for outsourcing and investment. 

• Goods and services: According to the UK's Department for International Trade (DIT) figures, total 

trade in goods and services between the UK and India was 18 billion pounds in 2017, a 15 per 

cent increase from 2016. 

• Current account deficit: Lower commodity prices, crude oil prices may help narrowing current ac-

count deficit (CAD) 

• Trading partners: The UK and the EU are losing trading partners in the process. So they will both 

be looking for replacements. Here, India can play a critical role. We may see enhanced coopera-

tion in segments like technology, cyber security, defense production and finance. 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                     

BY KULDEEP RATHI AND TEAM32 

 

Negative effects of Brexit in India: 

• Short term effects: Automobile, Pharmacy and IT might be the most affected. NASSCOM has pre-

dicted that the effect of Brexit will be felt on the $ 108 Billion Indian IT sector in the short term. 

• Automobile industry: In the automobile industry, Brexit may lead to reduction in sales and com-

panies that derive good revenues of profits from Britain could get hurt majorly. 

• Disruptions: Indian companies would need to recalibrate European operations, like setting up an 

additional operating company within European Union. This means short term disruptions will 

have a financial impact, as also take up management time. 

• Immigration: Because of the large number of immigrants from EU, UK has restricted immigrants 

from other parts of the world, which had an impact on Indians. 

• Restrictions: Post Brexit, immigration into UK of Indians may not become easier as the UK wants 

to place quantitative restrictions on total number of immigrants, and only a few Indians with spe-

cial skills may find it easier to work in the UK. 

 Conclusion 

• India should re-negotiate with the UK and EU the World Trade Organization Schedules of Conces-

sions, for both goods and services, should resume its FTA discussions with the EU, and should 

prepare to launch FTA negotiations with the UK. 

 

14. INTERPOL 

CONTEXT: The Central Bureau of Investigation will host the 91st General Assembly of Interpol in 

2022 as part of the 75th anniversary celebrations of India‟s Independence. 

  What is Interpol? 

• The International Criminal Police Organization, or Interpol, is a 194-member intergovernmental or-

ganization. 

• headquarteredin Lyon, France. 
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• formed in 1923 as the International Criminal Police Commission, and started calling itself Interpol 

in 1956. 

• India joined the organization in 1949, and is one of its oldest members. 

• Interpol‟s declared global policing goals include countering terrorism, promoted border integrity 

worldwide, protection of vulnerable communities, providing a secure cyberspace for people and 

businesses, curbing illicit markets, supporting environment security, and promoting global          

integrity. 

  What is the Interpol General Assembly? 

1. It is Interpol's supreme governing body, and comprises representatives from all its member coun-

tries. 

2. It meets annually for a session lasting approximately four days, to vote on activities and policy. 

3. Each country is represented by one or more delegates at the Assembly, who are typically chiefs of 

law implementing agencies. 

4. The Assembly also elects the members of the Interpol Executive Committee, the governing body 

which “provides guidance and direction in between sessions of the Assembly”. 

  Assembly Resolutions: 

The General Assembly's decisions take the form of Resolutions. 

Each member country has one vote. 

Decisions are made either by a simple or a two-thirds majority, depending on the subject matter. 
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 19th Non Aligned Movement (NAM) summit 

• 19th Non Aligned Movement (NAM) summit to be held in Baku, Azerbaijan. 

• PM Modi skips NAM summit again (for 2nd time) 

• PM's absence indicates a decisive move away from past practice at the 60-year-old organization 

that India was a founding member of. 

• Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu will represent India at the 19th NAM summit. 

• 18th NAM Summit (which was held in Venezuela) was represented by then Vice-President Hamid 

Ansari. 

• Since NAM was inaugurated in 1961, the Indian Prime Minister has always attended the NAM 

summit, except in 1979, when Chaudhury Charan Singh was the caretaker PM and hence missed 

it, and in 2016. 

  

 

 

 

NAM: Background 

https://i2.wp.com/www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/interpol-crime-program.jpg
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• The Non-Aligned Movement is a Movement of 115 members representing the interests and       

priorities of developing countries and against blindly following any power block during the cold 

war era. 

• NAM was a result of the war between the two blocks during the cold war. 

• The movement began with the “Bandung Process” in 1956 by India, Indonesia, former Yugoslavia, 

Egypt and other countries. 

• First meeting of the NAM was held in Belgrade in 1961 by Yugoslavia. 

 Five principles of NAM 

1. Mutual respect for each other‟s territorial integrity and sovereignty. 

2. Mutual non-aggression. 

3. Mutual non-interference in domestic affairs. 

4. Equality and mutual benefit. 

5. Peaceful co-existence. 

 Policies and ideology: 

• The Non-Aligned Movement is unified by its declared commitment to world peace and security. 

• The Non-Aligned Movement espouses policies and practices of cooperation, especially those that 

are multilateral and provide mutual benefit to all those involved. 

• The Non-Aligned Movement has played a major role in various ideological conflicts throughout its 

existence, including extreme opposition to apartheid governments and support of guerrilla 

movements in various locations, including Rhodesia and South Africa. 

• The Non-Aligned Movement has become a voice of support for issues facing developing nations 

and it still contains ideals that are legitimate within this context. 

  NAM: Present scenario 

• India, which clung to non-alignment as its international identity sinceimage independence, slowly 

deviated from it after the big LPG reforms, 1991. 
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• Since the end of the Cold War and the formal end of colonialism, the Non-Aligned Movement has 

been forced to redefine itself and reinvent its purpose in the current world system. 

• India no longer wants to be isolated from the western power blocs. 

• India wants its voice to be heard at the global level. 

• However, India still maintains that "It remains committed to the principles and objectives of the 

Non Aligned Movement". 

Q) DO you think that NAM has lost it's relevance in todays multipolar world? discuss. 

 Brazil allow Indians without visas 

• Brazil is working to implement a policy to facilitate a faster entry for Indian travelers into the   

country, 

• This is intended to boost people to people contact between the two countries and increase foreign 

investment into Brazil 

• Brazil has already ended visa requirements for the citizens of the U.S., Canada, Japan and Australia. 

• The announcement from Brazil came ahead of the upcoming BRICS summit that will be held in 

Brazil which is expected to boost intra-BRICS ties. 

15. RUSSIA TO SEND ITS TROOP TO SYRIA 

 Context 

• Russian military police have arrived in Syria, under an accord between Turkey and Russia which 

halted Turkey‟s military incursion into northeast Syria. 

• The deal, by Presidents Tayyip Erdogan and Vladimir Putin, requires that Russian military police and 

Syrian border guards remove all Kurdish YPG militia from the Turkish border. 

• Turkey regards the YPG as a terrorist group aligned with Kurdish militants who have waged an in-

surgency in southeast Turkey since 1984. 

 Russian intervention in Syria: 
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• The Russian military intervention in the Syrian civil war began in September 2015, after an official 

request by the Syrian government for military aid against rebel groups. 

• Initially involved air strikes against targets against Syrian opposition militant groups opposed to 

the Syrian government, including the Syrian National Coalition, the Islamic State of Iraq and the 

Levant (ISIL), al-Nusra Front (al-Qaeda in Syria) and the Army of Conquest. 

• Russian special operations forces and military advisors were stationed in Syria. 

 Russia′s goals: 

• Fighting terrorist organizations such as the Islamic State, 

• Helping the Syrian government retake territory from various anti-government groups that are la-

beled by the United States as “moderate opposition”, 

• To roll back U.S. influence. 

• In 2015, Russian president Vladimir Putin defined Russia′s goal in Syria as “stabilizing the legitimate 

power in Syria and creating the conditions for political compromise”. 

 Significance: 

• Recapture of Palmyra from the Islamic State in March 2016, 

• Retaking the major city of Aleppo in December 2016, 

• Breaking the three-year-long siege of Deir ez-Zor 

 Criticisms: 

• Russian air strikes killed acivilians, including children. 

• Russian attacks have killed more civilians than either the Islamic State or the Syrian Army. 

• The intervention polarized international observers. 

 International community: 

• Countries with close diplomatic and economic ties to Russia, including China, Egypt, Iraq and Bela-

rus, have generally supported the intervention 
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• Governments close to the US were usually contrary denouncing Russia for its role in the war and 

accusing the state of complicity in the Syrian regime's alleged war crimes. 

• Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International have alleged Russia is committing war crimes and 

deliberately targeting civilians. 

• The United States government has condemned the intervention and imposed economic sanctions 

against Russia for supporting the Syrian government 

• United Nations have condemned the Russian intervention and accused Russia of war crimes. 

 India’s response: 

• India over decades has advocated policy of non interference in internal affairs of a sovereign       

nation. 

• India suggested for dialogue and negotiations, and on the basis of the principles of the UN Charter 

and in accordance with international law. 

16. Universal Postal Union (UPU) 

 

 News 

• In a unilateral decision, Pakistan has stopped exchange of postal mails with India since August 27. 

• Pakistan‟s decision was taken without any prior notice and is in direct contravention of interna-

tional norms. 

 Who regulates postal exchange between one country and another? 

• The United Nations' Universal Postal Union (UPU) frames rules for international mail exchange, and 

fixes rates for international postal services. 
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• The UPU has 192 member-countries and is headquartered in Bern. 

• Constituted in 1874, the UPU has four units: the Congress, the Council of Administration, the        

International Bureau, and the Postal Operations Council. 

• It regulates 6.40 lakh postal outlets worldwide. 

• India joined the UPU on July 1, 1876 and Pakistan on November 10, 1947. 

What has mail exchange between India and Pakistan been like? 

• Before Pakistan‟s move, mailbags were being exchanged almost daily. 

• With no regular, direct flight connectivity between the two countries, mail was being routed 

through the Saudi Arabia air route. 

• In India, all international posts are handled through the 28 Foreign Post Offices, with those in Delhi 

and Mumbai designated to handle mails for Pakistan. 

• The mailbags of both countries were exchanged at airports after a customs check. 

• Other than the UPU, three agreements cover postal exchange between India and Pakistan - Ex-

change of Value Payable Article, 1948; Exchange of Postal Article, 1974; and International Speed 

Post Agreement, 1987. 

Can one UPU member-country unilaterally stop postal exchange with another? 

• Under UPU rules, when a country decides to suspend exchange with a country, it must notify the 

operator of the other country and if possible, the duration for which services is being stopped. 

• The UPU‟s International Bureau too has to be notified. 

• The International Bureau issued a Convention Manual in 2018, in which Article 17-143 details „Steps 

to be taken in Event of Temporary Suspension and Resumption of Services‟. 

• If services are temporarily suspended, the designated operator concerned must be notified of the 

fact by telecommunications, indicating, if possible, the probable duration of the suspension of 

services. 

• The same procedure shall be applied when the suspended services are resumed, ”the manual 

reads. 

• According to the three bilateral agreements between India and Pakistan, too, a prior notice has to 

be served before suspending services, sources in India Post said. 

So, did Pakistan skip the UPU protocol? 
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• India was not given prior notice when Pakistan suspended postal exchange. 

• Even two months later, India is yet to receive a direct communication. 

• Pakistan only handed over a copy of an internal order to airline operators, which handed them to 

Indian representatives. 

• On August 23, the customs and postal departments of Pakistan issued an internal order stopping 

postal exchange with India and handed its copy it to airlines. 

• India is also unaware if Pakistan has notified the UPU about suspension of postal service with India. 

17. East Asia Summit (EAS) 

Context: The latest edition of the East Asia Summit (EAS) is being held in Bangkok. 

 About East Asia Summit: 

• EAS is an initiative of ASEAN and is based on the premise of the centrality of ASEAN. 

• It is a forum held annually by leaders of 18 countries in the East Asian, Southeast Asian and South 

Asian regions. 

• EAS meetings are held after annual ASEAN leaders' meetings. 

• The first summit was held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 14 December 2005. 

• There are six priority areas of regional cooperation within the framework of the EAS. These are - 

Environment and Energy, Education, Finance, Global Health Issues and Pandemic Diseases, Natu-

ral Disaster Management, and ASEAN Connectivity. India endorses regional collaboration in all six 

priority areas. 
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 Potential: 

• EAS, representing nearly 50 per cent of the referring population and over 20 per cent of global 

trade, is a mega gathering and is a testimony to the rise of Asia. 

• EAS is a region of strong and fast growing economies. It is considered the third pole of world 

economy after the US and Europe. Its four major economic players namely Japan, China, India 

and Korea are among the twelve largest ranking global economies. 

• Financial and monetary cooperation between ASEAN + 6 or EAS countries could be an area of 

fruitful cooperation in view of the fact that their combined foreign exchange reserves exceed $ 3 

trillion. 

  Significance for India: 

• For India, EAS acts as an alternative to the APEC in which India considers enjoy the membership. 

https://i2.wp.com/www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/East-Asia-Summit.jpg?ssl=1
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• India‟s membership to the EAS is a recognition of its fast growing economic and political clout. 

• Act East policy of India: In order to build multi-faceted relations with ASEAN and other multilateral 

nations and strengthen bilateral relations India has emphasized upon its Act East policies for 

which EAS will prove important. 

• China‟s assertiveness in the South China Sea and the nature of its growing investments has led the 

ASEAN countries to view India as a potential power that could balance a rising China. 

• India‟s strength lies in service sector and information-technology and Japan has a sound capital 

base. Thus there are complementarities in trade and production structures of the EAS members. 

• India‟s deep cultural and civilizational links with the EAS countries are widely known. India can play 

a major role in cultural and people to people cooperation with the region, which can reinforce the 

economic momentum for community building. 

Q.1) Consider the following statements with respect to 'Eastern Economic Forum' 

1. It is an initiative of the 'ASEAN + 6' countries. 

2. It is an initiative for the purpose of encouraging foreign investment 

Select the correct statements 

a. 1 Only 

b. 2 Only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

18. Shanghai Cooperation Organization Joint Exercise on Urban 

Earthquake Search & Rescue 
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 NEWS - The latest edition is being held in India. 

  Key facts: 

• Hosted by NDRF. 

• Aim to rehearse the disaster response mechanism, share knowledge, experience, technology & also 

for mutual coordination, etc. 

• The participants of all 08 member countries namely China, India, Kazakhastan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, 

Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan shall be participating in this exercise. 

• Main focus shall be to test the region's preparedness and resilience towards effective activation of 

inter-governmental interaction for immediate response. 

  About SCO: 

What is it? The Shanghai Cooperation Organization, also known as the Shanghai Pact, is a Eurasian 

political, economic, and military organization which was founded in 2001 in Shanghai. 

Founding members: China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. The coopera-

tion was renamed to Shanghai Cooperation Organization after Uzbekistan joined the organization 

in 2001. 

The SCO‟s main goals are: strengthening mutual trust and neighborliness among the member states; 

promoting their effective cooperation in politics, trade, the economy, research, technology and 

culture, as well as in education, energy, transport, tourism, environmental protection, and other 

areas; making joint efforts to maintain and ensure peace, security and stability in the region; and 

moving towards the establishment of a democratic, fair and rational new international political 

and economic order. 

Presently, the SCO comprises eight member states, namely the Republic of India, the Republic of Ka-

zakhstan, the People's Republic of China, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 

the Russian Federation, the Republic of Tajikistan, and the Republic of Uzbekistan ;. 

The SCO counts four observer states, namely the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the Republic of 

Belarus, the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Mongolia. 
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The SCO has six dialogue partners, namely the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of Armenia, the 

Kingdom of Cambodia, the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, the Republic of Turkey, and the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. 

19. QUAD AND CHINA 

 

 Context 

Quad convened on November 4 at the level of senior officers on the margins of the EAS in Bangkok. 

 China - QUAD animosity 

• The US Secretary of State said that the "Quad" between Japan, Australia, India, and the United 

States would ensure that "China retains only its proper place in the world". 

• The Chinese Foreign Ministry retorted to condemn the American plain-speaking as habitual lies 

and malicious slandering. 

 QUAD 

• Early origins - Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe proposed in early 2007 to hold a Quadrilateral 

Security Dialogue. 
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• It was endorsed by US Vice President and the governments of India and Australia, leading to the 

first meeting at the official level. 

• Non-military - There was a general understanding that it would not take on a military dimension 

against any country. 

• Chinese response 

• The strategic community in China branded it an emerging "Asian NATO". 

• It began with maritime-centric concerns. 

• It is gradually seen by China as a means to involve the use of the wider Indo-Pacific theater to tar-

get China. 

• Growing idea - Abe's “Confluence of Two Seas” address to the Indian Parliament gave a fresh im-

petus to the nascent concept. Abe had spoken of a "broader Asia" taking shape at the confluence 

of the Indian and Pacific Oceans. 

• Broader Asia - It recognized the economic rise of India and brought Japan and India together as 

part of a network spanning the entirety of the Pacific Ocean, the US, and Australia. It was seen as 

a network that would allow people, goods, capital, and knowledge to flow freely. 

• Australia walked away - The Quad dissipated when Australia walked away on account of Chinese 

sensibilities. 

• Later, Asia‟s “Democratic Security Diamond” was announced - involving Australia, India, Japan, and 

the US to safeguard the maritime commons from the Indian Ocean to the western Pacific. 

• Reducing differences - differences among the Quad countries have narrowed down in the last 

two years. They hold a common interest in the creation of a free, open and inclusive regional ar-

chitecture, rules of the road, freedom of navigation and overflight, and, ASEAN centrality. 

Challenges 

• Friendships with China - Even as the US has described China and Russia as revisionist powers, Ja-

pan has dropped the word "strategy" from its own Free and Open Indo-Pacific to better ties with 

China. 

• Dependence on China - Japan‟s overwhelming economic dependence on China, Australia‟s con-

tinued commitment to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership with China signify the nations ‟rela-

tionship with China. 
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• Chinese response - 

• China believes that the concept of the Indo-Pacific and Quad is a plot by the US to contain its rise. 

• It believes that trilateral compacts involving the US, Japan and India and the US, Japan, and Austra-

lia are aimed at strengthening the Quad. 

• China believes in “Asia-Pacific” for building an inclusive regional cooperative structure. A switch 

to “Indo-Pacific” implies erosion of its pre-eminence. 

• Chinese five-point formula for Asia - Pacific 

• making greater efforts to work together on the BRI 

• forging China-ASEAN digital cooperation, including in 5G 

• fully implementing the China-ASEAN FTA 

• Finalizing regional rules-of-the-road based on the negotiating text of the Code of Conduct 

• engaging in joint maritime exercises 

• China - ASEAN 

• China also pitched for synergies between the BRI and ASEAN‟s development. 

• China has signed bilateral agreements with ASEAN countries to advance transportation routes, in-

cluding the existing economic corridors, China-Thailand Railway, China-Laos Railway, and Jakarta-

Bandung high-speed railway. 

India - China 

• India‟s commitment to “strategic autonomy” is reassuring to China. It suggests that India would 

never agree to fully align itself with the US against China. 

• This impression has been reinforced by India holding up Australia's participation in the annual 

Malabar naval exercise. 

• India did not join the Indo-Pacific Business Council. 

• The recent Mamallapuram summit is a positive development as the key to giving strategic guid-

ance to stakeholders on both sides. 

China - other QUAD nations 

• Japan - With Japan, the opportunity for China lies in working together on agreed-upon projects in 

third countries 
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• Australia - it is an alliance partner of the US and is involved in freedom of navigation operations in 

the South China Sea. China wants to leverage its deep economic engagement to balance the hard 

line being taken by Australia's security and intelligence establishment. 

 China - QUAD: way ahead 

• China remains wary of the Quad and its future contours. 

• It remains worried about the advantages that the quad process might offer to India in the Indo-

Pacific. 

• It will seek to use its considerable bilateral engagement with Japan, Australia as well as India to en-

sure that the Quad does not flip over from a regional coordinating mechanism focused on con-

nectivity and infrastructure, capacity-building, HADR and maritime security and cyber security and 

Counter-terrorism to become an "Asian NATO". 

• Much will depend on China‟s actions and how others perceive her capabilities and intentions. 

20. BIMSTEC Conclave of Ports 

 News 

• The first ever BIMSTEC Conclave of Ports is being held at Vishakhapatnam on 7-8 November, 2019. 

• The conclave aims at providing a platform to strengthen maritime interaction, port-led connectivity 

initiatives and sharing best practices among member countries. Providing Connectivity is one of 

the key priorities among BIMSTEC countries 

• Three Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) have been signed between Ranong Port (Port Au-

thority of Thailand) and the Port Trusts of Chennai, Vishakhapatnam and Kolkata during the Con-

clave.These MoUs will enhance economic partnership by cutting down the sea travel time be-

tween India and Thailand from 10- 15 days to 7 days 

 Do you know? 

• BIMSTEC which links five countries from south Asia (Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, Bhutan and Ne-

pal) and two from South East Asia (Myanmar & Thailand). 
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• The BIMSTEC region brings together 167 billion people together 22% of world population and a 

combined GDP of US $ 3.71 trillion. 

• Four BIMSTEC summits have been held so far, the earlier ones at Kathmandu on 30-31 August 

2018 (earlier summit were 2004 (Bangkok), 2008 (New Delhi), 2014 (Nay Pyi Taw). 

• A 'BIMSTEC Outreach Summit and Leading Summit' was held in Goa in 2016. 

• The BIMSTEC Leaders had also participated in the swearing-in ceremony of Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi at New Delhi on 30th May 2019. 

21. KALAPANI DISPUTE 

Context: Nepal government has strongly objected to the inclusion of 'Kalapani' under the Indian 

Territory as per the newly released political map of India. 

 Consideration the issue? 

In the latest map, India included Kalapani into the Pithoragarh district of Uttarakhand. 

Nepal government says that Kalapani is an integral part of the country and that talks are still on be-

tween New Delhi and Kathmandu over this "unresolved" area. 

Foreign secretaries of both countries have been assigned the responsibility to resolve the remaining 

border-related issues between India and Nepal. 

 Where is it located? 

Kalapani is located at an altitude of 3600m on the Kailash Manasarovar route. 

It borders Uttarakhand in India and Sudurpashchim Pradesh in Nepal. 

Since the Indo-China war of 1962, Kalapani is controlled by India‟s Indo-Tibetan Border Police. 

Nepal claims that the river located towards the west of the territory is the main Kali river and thus it 

falls in its territory, India claims a ridgeline towards the east of the Kalapani region and hence, in-

cludes it in the Indian Union. 

 Genesis of the dispute: 

• Under the treaty of Sugauli signed between Nepal and the British East India Company in 1816, the 

Kali River was located as Nepal‟s western boundary with India. It, however, made no mention of a 
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ridgeline and subsequent maps of the areas drawn by British surveyors showed the source of the 

Kali river at different places. 

• This discrepancy has led to the boundary disputes between India and Nepal, with each country 

producing maps including the territory in their own area to support their claims. The exact size of 

the Kalapani region also varies in different sources. 

 Way ahead: 

While the two countries have made a lot of headway in ties, sensitive issues such as border need to 

be handled carefully and New Delhi has to be mindful of Nepal‟s concerns. 

22. "No Money for Terror" conference 

  

Context: India will host the next edition of the "No Money for Terror" conference to be held in 

2020. The announcement was made at the "No Money for Terror" conference in Melbourne, Aus-

tralia. 

  Key facts: 

• The "No Money for Terror" conference is organized by Financial Intelligence Units (FIUs) of over 

100 countries, jointly called The Egmont Group. 

• Recognizing the importance of international cooperation in the fight against money laundering 

and financing of terrorism, a group of FIUs met a few years ago at the Egmont Arenberg Palace in 
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Brussels, Belgium, and decided to establish an informal network of FIUs for the stimulation of in-

ternational co-operation. 

• The Egmont Group was created to provide FIUs around the world a forum to exchange information 

confidentially to combat money-laundering, the financing of terrorism and other predicate of-

fences. 

  Money Laundering and the Financing of Terrorism: 

• Terrorists and terrorist organizations rely on money to sustain themselves and to carry out terrorist 

acts. Money for terrorists is derived from a wide variety of sources. 

• While terrorists are not greatly concerned with disguising the origin of money, they are concerned 

with concealing its destination and the purpose for which it has been collected. Terrorists and ter-

rorist organizations therefore employ techniques similar to those used by money launderers to 

hide their money. 

• The ability to prevent and detect money-laundering is a highly effective means of identifying 

criminals and terrorists and the underlying activity from which money is derived. 

• The application of intelligence and investigative techniques can be one way of detecting and dis-

rupting the activities of terrorists and terrorist organizations. 

 

23. 16TH ASEAN-INDIA SUMMIT 
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 Conttext 

• Recently, 16th ASEAN-India Summit during the 35th ASEAN Summit was held in Thailand. 

• The Prime Minister of Thailand General Prayut Chan-o-Cha chaired this 16th ASEAN-India Summit 

and Prime Minister of our country Narendra Modi co-chaired it. 

 About 

 ASEAN-India relations: 

• In the early 1990s the significant changes in the increasing political and economic scenario made 

India march towards economic liberalization. So, India being a South Asian country started focus-

sing on a strengthened and multi-faceted relationship with ASEAN, an association of South East 

Asian countries. 

• This search of India for economic space resulted in the 'Look East Policy'. Later, this Look East Pol-

icy in 2014 after 12 ASEAN-India summits matured into a dynamic and action oriented 'Act East 

Policy'. 

• The up-gradation of the relationship into a strategic partnership in 2012 was a natural progression 

to the ground covered since India became a Sectoral Partner of the ASEAN in 1992, Dialogue 

Partner in 1996 and Summit Level Partner in 2002. There are, in total , 30 Dialogue Mechanisms 

between India and ASEAN, cutting across various sectors. 

• To strengthen engagement with ASEAN, India has set up a separate mission to ASEAN in Jakarta, 

Indonesia with a dedicated ambassador. 

 Outcomes of this relation: 

• Strengthening Security: Due to its strategic location, ASEAN is at the center of the Indo-Pacific    

region with the greatest potential for security and growth for all in the region. India and ASEAN 

can provide each other with coordination, cooperation and sharing of experiences at multiple 

levels in response to increasing export of terror, growing radicalization through ideology of       

hatred and spread of extreme violence. 
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• Booming Economy: ASEAN-India relation has led to benefitting both by steadily growing trade 

and investment, with ASEAN becoming India's fourth largest trading partner. With the implemen-

tation of ASEAN-India Agreements on Trade in Service and Investments, there has been increase 

in FDI inflows to each other. There has been enhancement in private sector engagement after set-

ting up of ASEAN India-Business Council (AIBC). 

• Growing Socio-Cultural Ties: There has been a boost in people-to-people interaction due to        

organization of a large number of programmes such as invitation of ASEAN students to India 

each year for the Students Exchange Program, Special Training Course for ASEAN diplomats ,    

Exchange of Parliamentarians, Participation of ASEAN students in the National Children's Science 

Congress, ASEAN-India Network of Think Tanks and ASEAN-India Eminent Persons Lecture Series. 

• Increasing connectivity: There is increase in support to promote projects that provide physical 

and digital connectivity between India and ASEAN. Separate Project Development Funds are re-

leased for it. There has been considerable progress in implementing the India-Myanmar-Thailand         

Trilateral Highway and a possible extension of it to Cambodia, Lao PDR and Viet Nam is under 

consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

24. Iranian protests 
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 Context 

Nationwide protests broke out in Iran and pose a challenge to the Iranian regime. 

 Background 

• Troubles already - Iran is already struggling to fix a battered economy, hostile ties with the U.S. 

and waning influence in West Asia. 

• Trigger to protests - the government's decision to raise the price of rationed fuel made thou-

sands of people take to the streets. 

• Against the Islamic regime - The protesters chanted slogans against the Islamic regime, carried 

out "Death to Khamenei" posters, in a direct challenge to the country's Supreme Leader. 

• Government response - Security personnel unleashed violence on the protesters and the gov-

ernment shut down the Internet. The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, the country's top para-

military force, has threatened to crack down on the demonstrations. 

 

 

 Iran 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                     

BY KULDEEP RATHI AND TEAM55 

 

• Fuel - Iran still has one of the lowest fuel prices in the world. The rise was enough for people reel-

ing under high inflation, joblessness, and a collapsing economy to take to the streets. 

• Nuclear deal - Trump‟s decision to pull the U.S. out of the 2015 nuclear deal and reimpose sanc-

tions has dealt a blow to Iran‟s economy. 

• State of the economy - Inflation has risen to 40%. A quarter of Iran‟s youth is unemployed. Ac-

cording to the IMF, the country‟s economy is expected to contract by 9.5% this year. The currency, 

the rial, has plunged to record lows against the dollar. 

• State in the region - Iran's influence in Lebanon and Iraq is being challenged by protesters. In 

Iraq, protesters burned an Iranian consulate. In Lebanon, protesters demand the resignation of 

the entire political class. 

• Oil price in Iran: 

• Iran still has the lowest fuel prices in the world. 

• But people are reeling under high inflation, joblessness and a collapsing economy, hence led to 

protests 

• Crux: 

President Donald Trump's decision last year to pull the U.S. out of the 2015 nuclear deal and reim-

pose sanctions has dealt a blow to Iran‟s economy. 

• A quarter of Iran‟s youth are unemployed. 

• IMF: 

• Country‟s economy is expected to contract by 9.5% 

• The currency, the rial, has plunged to record lows against the dollar. 

• Iran‟s Response: 

• In recent years, Iran has seen many protests and labor agitations. And the regime's response has 

always been typical. 

• Iran branded the protesters as counter-revolutionaries and blamed foreign hands. 

 Conclusion 

• In recent years, Iran has seen many protests and labor agitations. 
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• The regime's response has always been to brand the protesters as counter-revolutionaries and 

blamed foreign hands. 

• Iran needs a lasting solution to address its revolting underbelly. It took violently suppress the pro-

testers forever and needs to get the nuclear deal back on track. 

25. INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

  

 NEWSs 

• Myanmar's civilian leader and Nobel peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi will head up a delegation to 

the UN's top court to defend a case accusing the mainly Buddhist country - Myanmar- of geno-

cide against Rohingya Muslims 

• West African nation Gambia is due to open its case before the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in 

December, 2019 on behalf of the 57 member states of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation. 

• The complaint accuses Myanmar of breaching the 1948 UN Genocide Convention through its     

brutal military campaign in 2017, which targeted the Rohingya in Rakhine state. 

 About ICJ 

• The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations (UN). 
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• Origin: It was established in June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nations and began work in 

April 1946. 

• HQ: The seat of the Court is at the Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands). Of the six principal 

organs of the United Nations, it is the only one not located in New York (United States of Amer-

ica). 

Q) Consider the following statements about International Court of Justice (ICJ) 

1. It was established in June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nations and began work in April 

1946. 

2. The seat of the Court is at the Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands) 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

26. RECYCLING OF SHIPS BILL, 2019 

 

Context: The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal for enactment of Recycling of Ships Bill, 

2019 and accession to the Hong Kong International Convention for Safe and Environmentally 

Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009. 

  Key features of the bill: 
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1. It restricts and prohibits the use or installation of hazardous material, which applies irrespective of 

whether a ship is meant for recycling or not. 

2. For new ships, such restriction or prohibition on use of hazardous material will be immediate, that 

is, from the date the legislation comes into force, while existing ships shall have a period of five 

years for compliance. 

3. Restriction or prohibition on use of hazardous material would not be applied to warships and 

non-commercial ships operated by Government. 

4. Ships shall be surveyed and certified on the inventory of hazardous material used in ships. 

5. Under the Bill, ship recycling facilities are required to be authorized and ships shall be recycled 

only in such authorized ship recycling facilities. 

6. It also provides that ships shall be recycled in accordance with a ship-specific recycling plan. 

7. Ships to be recycled in India shall be required to obtain a Ready for Recycling Certificate in accor-

dance with the HKC- Hong Kong International Convention for the safe and environmentally 

sound recycling of ships. 

  What is Hong Kong convention? 

The Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 

2009 (the Hong Kong Convention), was adopted at a diplomatic conference held in Hong Kong, 

China in 2009. 

1. It was adopted by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) in 2009. 

2. The Convention is aimed at ensuring that ships, when being recycled after reaching the end of 

their operational lives, do not pose any unnecessary risks to human health, safety and to the envi-

ronment. 

3. It also addresses concerns raised about the working and environmental conditions at many of the 

improved ship recycling locations. 

4. The Convention is yet to come into force because it has not been ratified by 15 nations, represent-

ing 40 per cent of the world merchant shipping by gross tonnage (capacity) and a maximum an-

nual ship recycling volume of not less than 3 per cent of the combined tonnage of the countries. 

  Implications: 
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1. The Bill, when enacted by the Parliament, requires ship recycling facilities to obtain authorization 

to operate and only authorized yards will be permitted to import ships for recycling. 

2. Ship-specific Ship Recycling Plans (SRPs) will need to be prepared for incoming vessels and in-

coming ships will need to obtain a “Ready for Recycling Certificate” in accordance with the HKC. 

3. When India accedes to the IMO's treaty, after the approval by the Parliament, it will become the 

14th contracting state to ratify the Convention. 

  Need for legislation: 

India is the leader in the global ship recycling industry, with a share of over 30% of the market. 

• As per UNCTAD report on Review of Maritime Transport, 2018, India had demolished 6323 tonnes 

in 2017, of known ship scrapping across the world. 

• The ship-recycling industry is a labor-intensive sector, but it is susceptible to concerns on environ-

mental safety. 

27. USA TO GIVE 2 BILLION DOLLAR DEFENSE EQUIPMENT TO 

INDIA 

 Context: 

The US State Department has approved the sale of naval guns and other equipment worth $ 1 billion 

to India for use against warships, anti-aircraft and shore bombardment. 

 Details: 

• The Indian government has requested to buy up to 13 MK 45 5 inch / 62 caliber (MOD 4) naval 

guns and 3,500 D349 Projectile 5 inch / 54 calibre (MOD 1) ammunition. 

• Other equipment included ammunition, spare parts, personnel and equipment training, publica-

tions and technical data, transportation and US government and contractor technical assistance 

and other related logistics support. 

• The total estimated cost of all of this equipment is over $ 1 billion. 

 What is the MK 45 gun system? 
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• The MK 45 is a fully automatic naval gun system that is installed on ships and provides a Naval Sur-

face Fire Support (NSFS) range of more than 20 nautical miles (36 km) along with improved pro-

pelling charge. 

• This system of guns is currently in use by the US Navy. 

• The MOD 4 configuration gun mount is believed to boost the firing range by over 50 per cent, in-

creasing the speed and range of munitions. 

• Other countries that have been sold the MOD 4 naval guns are Japan, Australia and South Korea. 

• The US may also sell these guns to other allies including Britain and Canada. 

• The MK 45 Gun System will provide the capability to conduct anti¬-surface warfare and anti-air de-

fense missions. 

• It will enhance interoperability with US and other allied forces. 

• India will use the enhanced capability as a deterrent to regional threats and to strengthen its 

homeland defense. 

 India-US Relations 

• Since the 1990s, Indian foreign policy adapted to the unipolar world and developed closer ties with 

the United States. 

• Indian foreign policy has sought to leverage India‟s strategic autonomy in order to safeguard sov-

ereign rights and promote national interests within a multi-polar world. 

• Under the administrations of Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama, the United States has 

demonstrated accommodation to India‟s core national interests and acknowledged outstanding 

concerns. 

• In 2016, India and United States signed the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement and 

India was declared a Major Defense Partner of the United States 

• The U.S. has four "foundational" agreements that it signs with its defense partners. 

• In recent years, India has conducted large joint military exercises with the US in the Indian Ocean. 

• USA as part of its foreign policy to counter China wants to make India as one of the major defense 

partners for which it is in talks with Indian representatives to sell highly technologically advanced 

predator drones 
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• US policy had been opposed to nuclear cooperation with India in prior years because India had de-

veloped nuclear weapons against international conventions, and had never signed the Nuclear 

Non-Proliferation Treaty (NNPT). 

• The legislation Henry J. Hyde US – India Peaceful Atomic Cooperation Act clears the way for India 

to buy US nuclear reactors and fuel for civilian use. 

• The India – United States Civil Nuclear Agreement also referred to as the “123 Agreement” is a bi-

lateral agreement for peaceful nuclear cooperation which governs civil nuclear trade between 

American and Indian firms to participate in each other‟s civil nuclear energy sector. 

• For the agreement to be operational, nuclear vendors and operators must comply with India‟s 2010 

Nuclear Liability Act which stipulates that nuclear suppliers, contractors and operators must bear 

financial responsibility in case of an accident. 

• Prominent industrial accidents (1984 Bhopal chemical-gas disaster and the 2011 Fukushima nuclear 

disaster) has led to greater scrutiny by civil society into corporate responsibility and financial li-

ability obligations of vendors and operators of critical infrastructure. 

• In 2010, the Indian Parliament voted the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act to address concerns 

and provide civil liability for nuclear damage and prompt compensation to the victims of a nu-

clear incident. 

• On 27 March 2019, India and the US signed an agreement to "strengthen bilateral security and civil 

nuclear cooperation" including the construction of six American nuclear reactors in India 

 Key milestones in india - us relations 

• Increase in bilateral trade & investment, 

• Co-operation on global security matters, 

• Inclusion of India in decision-making on matters of global governance (United Nations Security 

Council), 

• Upgraded representation in trade & investment forums (World Bank, IMF, APEC) 

• Admission into multilateral export control regimes (MTCR, Wassenaar Arrangement, Australia 

Group). 
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• Support for admission in the Nuclear Suppliers Group and joint-manufacturing through technology 

sharing arrangements have become key milestones and a measure of speed and advancement on 

the path to closer US – India relations. 

28. Russia in the Indian Ocean 

 Context 

Russia is rejoining the major power scrum in the Indian Ocean littoral. 

 Russia - Indian Ocean 

• Three recent events highlight Russia's growing strategic interests in the Indian Ocean. 

• Perekop, a training vessel of the Russian Navy, arrived at the Hambantota port in Sri Lanka. 

• Last month two Russian long-distance "Black Jack" nuclear bombers flew to South Africa. 

• The Russian and the Chinese are organized a trilateral naval exercise, Moris, with South Africa off 

the Cape of Good Hope. 

 Significance of the events 

• This is the first time that the three of India‟s partners in the BRICS forum along with Brazil, are do-

ing such a joint exercise. 

• The exercise develops the growing weight of China and Russia in South Africa‟s security. 

• Iran has said that it plans to hold joint naval drills with Russia and China in the waters of the Per-

sian Gulf. 

 India - Indian Ocean 

• Until now, India‟s discourse on the Indian Ocean has focused on the growing competition with 

China. 

• This led to the rapid expansion of India‟s naval cooperation with the United States and Japan, re-

gional partners like Indonesia, Singapore, and other ASEAN countries, nations in the Gulf as well 

as the east coast of Africa. 
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• India has been developing a partnership with France, which is a resident power and a traditional 

security provider in the Western Indian Ocean and Africa. 

• India also wants to develop similar intensive engagement with Britain and the European Union. 

 Role of Russia 

• Russia‟s return to the Indian Ocean is recent. 

• It must be seen as a part of its new strategic activism in the Middle East and Africa. 

• Five decades ago, the US replaced Britain as the main security provider in the littoral. The Soviet 

Union expanded its strategic footprint in the Indian Ocean during the 1970s and 1980s. 

• The collapse of the Soviet Union disrupted Moscow‟s Indian Ocean pursuit. 

 Limits to Russia’s role 

• Russia is a vast continental state. Its limited access to the sea remains vulnerable to exploitation by 

its adversaries. 

• The unfreezing Arctic will present new opportunities for Russia, but most of them are for the long-

term. 

• Russia is also constrained by its limited economic resources. China, Japan, Europe, and the US bring 

far greater economic weight to bear upon the region. 

 Opportunities to shape outcomes in the region 

• Arms - Moscow is one of the major major arms exporters and has turned that into effective lever-

age in the Indian Ocean region. 

• Military intervention - The success of Russia's military intervention in Syria in saving the Bashar al 

Assad regime got the attention of many countries coping with civil wars. 

• The recent reports on Russia's growing security role - such as the use of hybrid forces - in the Cen-

tral African Republic, Libya, and Mozambique are a testimony to this. 

• MIlitary access - Russia is using its new security role in the region to gain privileged military ac-

cess. Russia has stepped up its naval diplomacy in the region. 
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• UNSC - As a permanent member, Russia also offers diplomatic protection for many regimes in the 

UNSC on such issues as human rights. 

• Moscow‟s strong support to the principle of non-intervention in internal affairs is of great value to 

many African nations. 

• Resources - Russian energy and mineral companies offer important options for resource develop-

ment in many parts of the littoral. 

 Opportunities & Challenges - India 

• Russian activism in the Indian Ocean should be welcomed to the emerging multipolarity in the re-

gion. 

• However, its deepening tensions with the West and the growing strategic embrace of China pose 

problems for India‟s strategy. 

• The impact of Russia‟s conflict with the US has impacted India‟s purchase of S-400 missiles. 

• China and Russia have conducted naval maneuvers in the Western Pacific, the Baltic Sea and the 

Mediterranean. The joint exercise with South Africa brings the naval partnership closer to India. 

 Way ahead 

India needs an early and intensive dialogue with Moscow on its Indian Ocean collaboration with 

China.Russia in the Indian Ocean 

 

 

 

 

29. Global Migration Report 2020 
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 News 

The Global Migration Report 2020 highlighting the international migrants stock was recently re-

leased. 

 Global Migration Report 2020 

• It released by the UN-affiliated International Organization for Migration (IOM). 

• It reiterates the key trend of the International Migrant Stock 2019 dataset released by the UN 

Population Division in September - of the 272 international migrants worldwide (3.5% of the 

global population). 

• According to the report, roughly two-thirds of international migrants are labor migrants. 

• Oceania (a geographic region that includes Australasia, Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia) is the 

region with the highest proportion of international migrants. 

• The UAE is the country with the highest proportion of international migrants. 

 Top destinations 

• The top destination for international migrants is the US where, as of September 2019, there were 

50.7 million international migrants. 

• The US is followed by Germany, Saudi Arabia, Russian Federation and the UK. 

• The top migration corridors for Indians are the United Arab Emirates, the US and Saudi Arabia. 

• Conversely, the highest number of migrants entering India comes from Bangladesh. 

• The US is also the top choice for migrants from China. 
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 Indian case 

• India accounts for the highest share with 17.5 million Indians living outside the country 

• India is followed by Mexico (11.8 million) and China (10.7 million). 

 Remittances inflows 

• Among other details in the new report, the high count of international migrants living abroad also 

makes India the leading recipient of remittances. 

• International remittances in 2018 (2020 report) reached $ 689 billion, out of which India received $ 

78.6 billion from the 17.5 million living abroad. 

• India is currently followed by China ($ 67.4 billion), Mexico ($ 35.7 billion), Philippines ($ 33.8 bil-

lion), Egypt ($ 28.9 billion) and France ($ 26.4 billion). 

• The US was the top remittance-issuer, at $ 68 billion, followed by the United Arab Emirates ($ 44.4 

billion) and Saudi Arabia ($ 36.1 billion). 

30. Chagos IslanDS 

 

 News 
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In a heated statement, Mauritius has called the UK an "illegal colonial occupier" of Chagos Island af-

ter it ignored a UN mandated deadline to return Islands. The UN had given UK six months to 

process the transfer, a move the UK and the US have bitterly resisted. 

 Chagos 

• Mauritius has argued that the Chagos Islands has been a part of its territory since at least the 18th 

century. 

• The UK broke the archipelago away from Mauritius in 1965 and the islands of Aldabra, Farquhar, 

and Desroches from the Seychelles in the region to form the British Indian Ocean Territory. 

• In June 1976, after the Seychelles gained independence from the United Kingdom, the islands of 

Aldabra, Farquhar, and Desroches were returned by the UK. 

 Colonization of Chagos 

• The UK retained sovereignty over the islands after Mauritius gained its independence from Britain 

in 1968. 

• It has been under continuous British sovereignty since 1814. 

• The islands have since been used for defense purposes by the UK and the US, which established a 

military base on the island of Diego Garcia. 

• The entire Chagossian population was forcibly removed from the territory between 1967 and 1973, 

and prevented from returning. 

 An ICJ obligation for UK 

• The ICJ had said in its opinion that the UK Government is "under an obligation" to end its admini-

stration of the Chagos Archipelago as rapidly as possible. 

• It demanded that the UK withdraw its colonial administration from the Chagos Archipelago uncon-

ditionally within six months, enabling Mauritius to complete the decolonization of its territory as 

rapidly as possible. 

31. INSTEX (Instrument in Support of Trade Exchanges) 
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Six new European countries have joined the INSTEX barter mechanism, which is designed to circum-

vent U.S. sanctions against trade with Iran by avoiding use of the dollar. 

 Instrument in Support of Trade Exchanges (INSTEX) 

• The INSTEX is a European special-purpose vehicle (SPV) established in January 2019. 

• It is a barter mechanism to facilitate non-USD transactions and non-SWIFT to avoid breaking U.S. 

sanctions. 

• It functions as a clearing house allowing Iran to continue to sell oil and import other products or 

services in exchange. 

• The system has not yet enabled any transactions. 

 Members 
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• Six Countries - Belgium, Denmark, Finland, the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden have recently 

joined INSTEX. 

• France, Germany and the UK are its founding members. 

 BOUGAINVILLE REFERENDUM 

  

• Bougainville, an island in the Pacific, is holding a referendum to decide if it wants to remain a part 

of Papua New Guinea or become an independent country. 

• Nithyananda, India‟s fugitive godman has established his own country somewhere in the Pacific. 

 How does a territory become a new country? 

• There is no straightforward rule. 

• Beyond a few set requirements, a region's quest for nationhood mainly depends on how many 

countries and international organizations manage it to convince to recognize it as a country. 

• The biggest sanction of nationhood is the United Nations recognizing a territory as a country. 

 Who can declare itself a country? 

• There is no law barring regions from declaring independence. 
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• In Jharkhand in 2017-18, as part of the Pathalgadi movement, stone plaques had come up outside 

villages, declaring the gram sabha as the only sovereign authority. 

• Somaliland in Somalia has been calling itself a country since 1991, but no one else recognizes it. 

Kosovo in Serbia declared independence in 2008, and only a few other countries recognize it. 

 What criteria must a nation-hopeful meet? 

• Broadly, four, as decided in 1933‟s Montevideo Convention. 

• A country-hopeful must have a defined territory, people, government, and the ability to form rela-

tionships with other countries. 

• A country‟s “people” are defined as a significantly large population sharing a belief in their nation-

ality. 

• Factors also kept in mind are if a majority has clearly expressed the desire to break away from the 

parent country, and if the minority communities' rights will be safeguarded. 

Self-determination versus territorial integrity 

• In June 1945, the right of "self-determination" was included in the UN charter. This means that a 

population has the right to decide how and by whom it wants to be governed. 

• However, another of the oldest, widely accepted international rules is that of countries respecting 

each other‟s territorial integrity. This is conflicting. 

• While a population has the right to break off from the parent country, quick recognition of their 

claim would mean other nations is agreeing to the carving up of one country. 

• The right to self-determination was introduced when a few colonial powers were dominating most 

countries, and questions of right were relatively easier to settle. 

• Today, the issue becomes thorny and shapes up either as granting of greater autonomy to certain 

regions within a country, prolonged armed conflicts, or both. 

• Thus, though Taiwan says it is a country other nations defer to China‟s feelings about it. Last year, 

Air India changed the name of Taiwan to Chinese Taipei on its website when China “raised con-

cerns”. 

 Why UN recognition matters? 
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• UN recognition means a new country has access to the World Bank, the IMF, etc. Its currency is 

recognized, which allows it to trade. 

• Often, UN member states recognizes a country, but not the UN as a body. 

• This puts a country in the gray area with respect to protection against parent country's aggression, 

and international trade. 

• By and large, so far, a country swinging the UN's opinion in its favor has depended on how many 

of the big powers back it, and how much international clout its parent country wields at that time. 

• East Timor, then a Portuguese colony, was invaded by Indonesia in the 1960s. But the western 

powers then needed Indonesia as an ally against Russia, and East Timor‟s woes gained much at-

tention. 

• By the 1990s, power alignments had changed, and East Timor managed to hold a referendum by 

1999 and declare independence in 2002. 

32. Space cooperation amongst BRICS nations 

 

The space agencies of BRICS nations have been negotiating a framework agreement to formalize the 

cooperation on building a 'virtual constellation of remote sensing satellites'. 

 About the constellation 

• The purpose of the proposed virtual constellation is to get access to satellite remote sensing data, 

which could be used by the individual BRICS nations for various applications including natural re-

sources management and disaster management. 
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• There are two phases proposed for the constellation: phase one, comprising a virtual constellation 

of existing satellites; and phase two, a new satellite constellation. 

• It will create a system for the sharing of remote sensing data, meaning the data from each of the 

member countries' existing Earth observation satellites will be made available to all the other 

members. 

 Why need such constellation? 

• The BRICS represents 43 percent of the contributing population, 30 percent of gross domestic 

product and 17 percent of global trade and they have been trying to enhance co-operation in dif-

ferent fields, including space. 

• Currently, only Brazil, Russia, India and China have remote-sensing satellites in the sun-

synchronous orbit, and they will provide data to South Africa, which does not have a satellite of 

its own. 

33. INDIA-AUSTRALIA RELATIONSHIP 

 

 Context 

• India and Australia moved closer to closing in on the Logistics Support Agreement (LSA), as the 

Foreign and Defense Secretaries from both countries met recently. 

• The dialogue comes ahead of Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison's scheduled January 13-16 

trip to India. 

• The first such two-plus-two meeting happened in December 2017. 
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• The LSA will be one of the key agenda points during Prime Minister Morrison's visit. 

• The Agreement will allow the two countries to use each other's military bases for logistics support, 

including food, water, and petroleum. 

• During their meeting, the two sides carried out a comprehensive review of their strategic engage-

ment and the regional security scenario, which is continuously evolving given China‟s military ex-

pansion and economic influence. 

 India-Australia bilateral relations 

• When it comes to defense, India and Australia share a common concern over China. 

• While Australia is worried about China‟s presence in the Pacific, India is worried about China‟s in-

creasing activities and influence in the Indian Ocean. 

• Earlier this year, the Australian and Indian navies raised a two-week-long bilateral maritime exercise 

code-named AUSINDEX. 

• The exercise was conducted to strengthen and enhance mutual cooperation and interoperability 

between the IN (Indian Navy) and RAN (Royal Australian Navy), providing opportunities for inter-

action and exchange of professional views between the personnel of the two navies. 

• From 2016-18, the armies of the countries conducted a joint military exercise dubbed “AUSTRA 

HIND”. 

• Significantly, for the first time in 2017, Australia's Foreign Policy White Paper identified India as be-

ing at the "front rank" of Australia's international partnerships, "on par with the US, Japan, Indo-

nesia, and China". 

 The quad 

• The informal strategic Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD) that was initiated by Japan‟s Prime 

Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007 was largely in response to China‟s growing power and influence. 

• Initially, the "Quad" members included India, Japan, the US, and Australia; However Australia chose 

to withdraw when Kevin Rudd was Prime Minister, since it did not want to be a part of an anti-

China alliance at the time. 
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• However, Australia later rejoined the dialogue in 2017 on the sidelines of the ASEAN Summit, sig-

nalling a re-ignition in Australia‟s interest in the dialogue. 

34. USMCA TRADE DEAL 

 News 

• The US, Mexico and Canada have finalized the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) 

that will replace the 25-year-old North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 

• But the deal needs approval by legislatures in the three countries before it can move forward. 

 Salient Features of U. S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) 

• USMCA is intended to last 16 years and will be reviewed every 6 years. 

• Agriculture: Farmers of major crops have no longer to worry about President Trump potentially 

pulling out of the existing Nafta and leaving them fewer major export markets. USMCA also gives 

dairy farmers more access to Canada.Tariffs of up to 275% have kept most foreign milk out of the 

Canadian market. 

• Auto Rules: Compared with Nafta, USMCA significantly tightens the rules that the auto industry 

has to follow in order to trade vehicles duty free in North America. A certain proportion of a car 

will have to be produced by workers with higher wages, and a greater proportion of components 

will have to originate in North America. 

• Pharma: The new dealremoves requirements for a 10-year exclusivity period for biologic drugs 

[medication derived from or containing components of biological organisms, rather than having 

been totally synthesized], which would have benefited large pharmaceutical companies. 

• It also includes stronger protections for workers, tough environmental regulations, updates the 

trade relationship to cover the digital economy and provides tougher intellectual property pro-

tections. 

• Digital Freedom: USMCA, unlike the current Nafta, includes rules mandating the free flow of data 

among the three countries. 
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• Canada managed to preserve the dispute-settlement mechanism as a protection for its wood in-

dustry. 

• It also adds provisions to prevent "manipulation" of the trade rules, including covering currency 

values, and controls over outside countries trying to take advantage of the duty-free market. 

35. ASEM - India 

  

 Context 

ASEM, or the "Asia-Europe Meeting" is a highly relevant event for our continents. 

 Asem 

• It brings together 53 partners made up of the 28 EU member states, Norway, Switzerland and the 

EU, and on the Asia side, 21 countries and the ASEAN secretariat. 

• It represents 55% of global trade, 60% of global GDP, 60% of the global population and 75% of 

global tourism. 

• In recent years, ASEM has become increasingly relevant and strategic. 

 Engaging on global issues 
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• Global issues - There is a clear willingness from ASEM countries to engage on global issues - from 

supporting sustainable development, to rules-based global trade, to information sharing on 

cross-border threats, to the prevention or peaceful resolution of conflicts. 

• Multilateralism - it is a key platform to uphold and promote rules-based, multilateral approaches. 

 Actions 

• Sustainable connectivity and combating climate change are key themes. 

• Green deal - The EU made the Green Deal and the commitment to make Europe the first climate-

neutral continent by 2050. 

• Need global partnership - To safeguard our planet and to promote sustainable development, co-

operation with Asia is key. 

• International issues - issues on the international agenda such as the situation on the Korean pen-

insula and in Rakhine State, the West Asia peace process, Iran and the wider region, and efforts to 

bring peace to Afghanistan are a few. 

• Other areas of cooperation - uphold multilateralism, address security challenges, promote gen-

der equality and people empowerment. 

 Sense of partnership 

• Relations with other countries - the two can work together with Africa, the Western Balkans, 

finding a solution to the situation in Libya, or a peaceful resolution of the conflict in eastern 

Ukraine, on Iran etc., 

• People to people relations - students from both the continents swap Europe for Asia to study at 

universities; business transactions take place between European and Asian companies, tourism, 

research on ground-breaking innovation. 

 Conclusion 

• There is a need to create the environment and the conditions to enhance the connections between 

our societies and our citizens. 

• carried time to translate Europe and Asia‟s power into a real partnership. 
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36. THE FIRST GLOBAL REFUGEE FORUM 

 

 News 

• The first Global Refugee Forum (GRF), a two-day gathering of United Nations member states, be-

gan in Geneva, Switzerland, on December 17th 

• The Forum, jointly hosted by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and 

the government of Switzerland, 

• Aims to debate and discuss the response of the critical countries to the global refugee situation. 

• The first GRF has been organized around six areas of focus: burden- and responsibility-sharing, 

education, jobs and livelihoods, energy and infrastructure, solutions, and protection capacity. 

• The number of refugees has risen to over 25 million people worldwide 

• The GRF will be held every four years at the Ministerial level. 

• It is intended to present an opportunity for UN member states and other stakeholders to announce 

action plans and pledges towards meeting objectives such as easing the burden on the host 

country, enhancing refugee self-reliance, expanding access to third-country solutions, and sup-

porting conditions in countries of origin for return in safety and dignity. 

37. Indian Diaspora - changing patterns of migration 

 Context 
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Migrants have made notable contributions to their countries of origin as well as destination. This is 

especially true for South Asia. The UN celebrates the International Migrants Day on December 18 

every year. 

 India - Migrants 

• Highest remittances - India has ranked the highest among countries that receive remittances 

from migrants. 

• States - States such as Kerala have benefited enormously from migrants to countries in the Persian 

Gulf. 

 Gaps in understanding 

• There is a need to understand international migration from the country in all its diversity. 

• The distinctive characteristics of migrants from different states of the country, their choice of desti-

nations and the patterns and purposes of migration have to be understood. 

 International migrants from India 

• Not just Southern - India‟s international migrants are not just from the southern states but also 

come from the north, including from Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and Bihar. This is partly due to the 

demographic dividend of these states. 

 State of research on migration from India 

• States - Kerala has conducted a series of eight migration surveys. Tamil Nadu, Goa, Punjab and 

Gujarat have produced state-level data only once. 

• Changing - Migration is a changing phenomenon. Understanding its dynamics requires research 

at adequate intervals. 

• Limited surveys - state-level surveys have focused only on legal and voluntary cross-border 

migration. 

• Surveys have focussed on households to understand the emigrants or return migrants. Only last 

year, a survey in Kerala tried to understand the people intending to migrate. 
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 Beyond labor 

• Migration studies cannot be confined to labor. 

• Other dimensions of migration - we are yet to study cross-border human trafficking, undocu-

mented migration, small and medium Indian entrepreneurs in different countries, student migra-

tion, family migration, left-behind husbands and the challenges faced by migrants in integration. 

• Multidisciplinary understanding - We need to understand migration through the lens of historians, 

psychologists, sociologists, geographers and legal specialists. 

• Gender - migration patterns are dissimilar between genders. Current research focuses on a small 

sub-population of woman migrants such as nurses and domestic workers. 

• Indian woman migrants also comprise students, professionals, including scientists, doctors, IT en-

gineers and teachers as well as beauticians, sales associates and hotel workers. 

• Women are trafficked to different countries in the Gulf for a variety of purposes ranging from do-

mestic work to immoral activities. 

 Changes in destinations 

• Non-Anglophone - The preference is for non-Anglophone countries despite the integration chal-

lenges. 

• Indian students are moving to China, Japan, Germany and the countries of the former Soviet bloc. 

There is also a South-South pattern of student migration along the India-Nepal corridor. 

• India as a destination - India is also a destination for students from African countries. Nurses and 

teachers from India migrate to African countries such as Zambia, Ethiopia and Eretria. 

• Professionals - Indian professionals are migrating to Southeast Asian countries such as South Korea 

and Taiwan, and European countries such as Norway, Sweden and Belgium. 

• New issues - We need to study the challenges and problems of living in non-English speaking 

countries. 

 Distress migration 
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• Such migrants can be victims of human trafficking, workers who do not have proper documents, 

migrants trapped in a war zone or conflict areas or those who have been involved in workplace 

place accidents. 

• Indian migrants are jailed in different countries or cheated by fake recruiting agents. 

• The cases of Indian workers dying in the Gulf countries have been on the rise over the years. 

• Lack of policies - We lack national- and state-level data on deceased Indian workers. 

• Issues - There have been reports of Indian workers held captive by pirates in African countries. 

There have also been reports of human smuggling from Punjab to Greece and Italy. 

 Ways of communication 

• Social media has become a powerful tool to highlight the plights of migrant workers. 

• Migration studies have not given much thought to increasing the use of social media for migrant 

welfare. 

 Steps taken / to be taken 

• Centers for migration studies can be established in universities and research institutions. 

• A research program on 'International Migration from Kerala' was inaugurated at the Center for    

Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram. 

• The erstwhile Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs had set up a research unit on international migra-

tion in 2006. 

• Bridge the knowledge gap by replicating the Kerala model of migration surveys in all states. 

• Frame a comprehensive national migration policy to address the issues faced by migrants. 

38. Industrial Security Annex (ISA): Signed between India and 

USA 
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  News 

• ISA signed between India and the U.S. at the second 2 + 2 dialogue in Washington, will open the 

door for U.S. defense companies to partner with the Indian private sector. 

• ISA will enable smooth transfer of classified technology and information between private entities of 

the U.S. and India. 

• The ISA is a part of the General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA), which India 

signed with the U.S. long back 

• The '2 + 2' dialogue is a meeting between the India Ministers for External Affairs and Defense, and 

the US Secretaries of State and Defense to focus on "strengthening strategic, security and          

defense cooperation" between the two countries. 

• Other agreements signed during the 2 + 2 dialogue are 

 Finalization of Defense Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI) Standard Operating Procedure 

(SOP) which will harmonize the two side's processes for identification, development and execu-

tion of projects under the DTTI. 

 Tiger Triumph Exercise: It has been decided to hold the India-U.S. joint tri-services and amphibi-

ous exercise 'Tiger Triumph' on an annual basis. It was first held in November 2019 as a Humani-

tarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Exercise. 
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 Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI): USA announced its commitment to being 

the founding member of the CDRI whose headquarters will be located in India. 

 Non-Nuclear Aggression Agreement 

Pakistan has recently shared a list of its nuclear installations with India under the said bilateral 

agreement. 

 Exchange of list of nuclear installations 

• The list was handed over to an Indian High Commission in accordance with Article-II of the Agree-

ment on Prohibition of Attacks against Nuclear Installations and Facilities between Pakistan and 

India. 

• It was signed on December 31, 1988. 

• The agreement contains the provision that both countries inform each other of their nuclear instal-

lations and facilities on 1st of January every year. 

 What is Non-Nuclear Aggression Agreement? 

• The Non-nuclear aggression agreement is a bilateral and nuclear weapons control treaty between 

India and Pakistan, on the reduction (or limitation) of nuclear arms. 

• Both pledged not to attack or assist foreign powers to attack on each's nuclear installations and fa-

cilities. 

• The treaty was drafted in 1988, and signed by the PM Rajiv Gandhi and his counterpart Benazir 

Bhutto on 21 December 1988; it entered into force on January 1991. 

• The treaty barred its signatories to carry out a surprise attack (or to assist foreign power to attack) 

on each other's nuclear installations and facilities. 

• Starting in January 1992, India and Pakistan have annually exchanged lists of their respective mili-

tary and civilian nuclear-related facilities. 

 Principle of Jus Cogens 
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The US has threatened to target few historical sites if Iran retaliates to attack US in revenge. This is a 

breach of JUS COGENS as targeting cultural sites amounts to a war crime. 

Jus cogens 

• The jus cogens rules have been sanctioned by the Vienna Conventions on the Law of Treaties of 

1969 and 1986. According to both conventions, a treaty is void if it breaches jus cogens rules. 

• Jus Cogens or ius cogens, meaning “compelling law” in Latin, are rules in international law that are 

peremptory or authoritative, and from which states cannot deviate. 

• These criteria cannot be offset by a separate treaty between parties intending to do so, since they 

hold fundamental values. 

• Today, most states and international organizations accept the principle of jus cogens, which dates 

back to Roman times. 

 What does the convention say? 

• Article 53 of the 1969 Convention says: “A treaty is void if, at the time of its conclusion, it conflicts 

with a peremptory norm of general international law. 

• For the purposes of the present Convention, a peremptory norm of general international law is a 

norm accepted and recognized by the international community of States as a whole as a norm. 

• From this no derogation is permitted and which can be modified only by a subsequent norm of 

general international law having the same character. 

• Article 64 says- If a new peremptory norm of general international law emerges, any existing treaty 

which is in conflict with that norm becomes void and terminates. 

• Besides treaties, unilateral declarations are also to abide by these norms. 

 What is included in jus cogens? 

• So far, an exhaustive list of jus cogens rules does not exist. 

• However, the prohibition of slavery, genocide, racial discrimination, torture, and the right to self-

determination are recognized norms. 

• The prohibition against apartheid is also recognized as a jus cogens rule, from which no derogation 

is allowed, since apartheid is against the basic principles of the UN. 
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 What is the problem with targeting cultural heritage? 

• Following the ongoing destruction of cultural heritage in World War II, the nations of the world 

adopted at The Hague in 1954, The Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the 

Event of Armed Conflict. 

• It was the first international treaty focussed exclusively on the protection of cultural heritage during 

war and armed conflict. 

• The Convention defined cultural property as “movable or immovable property of great importance 

to the cultural heritage of every people, such as monuments of architecture, art or history, 

whether religious or secular; archaeological sites…. ”, etc. 

• There are currently 133 signatories to Convention, including countries that have acceded to and 

ratified the treaty. 

• Both the United States and Iran (as well as India) signed the Convention on May 14, 1954, and it 

entered into force on August 7, 1956. 

• The Rome Statute of 1998, the founding treaty of the International Criminal Court, describes as a 

"war crime" any intentional attack against a historical monument, or a building dedicated to relig-

ion, education, art, or science. 

 UAE’s new 5-year visa scheme 

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has announced a five-year multiple-entry visa scheme for all nation-

alities, in a move that is geared towards promoting tourism in the country. 

 What is UAE’s new visa scheme? 

• According to the Dubai-based Gulf News, prior to this, tourists could get single or multiple-entry 

visas for a duration of 30 or 90 days. 

• In the new five-year multiple-entry system, visa holders may be allowed to stay for six months at a 

stretch. 

• The details of the scheme are yet to be announced. The country‟s Federal Authority for Identity and 

Citizenship will be implementing the decision. 
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• Travelers from Africa, some South American countries, Arab states outside the Gulf, and European 

states from outside the European Union and the former Soviet Union previously needed visas. 

• The UAE currently receives more 2.1 crore tourists annually, and has recently increased its pace of 

rolling out policies to boost its trade and tourism sectors. 

 Other reforms 

• In July 2019, the UAE allowed women employed in the country to sponsor work permits for their 

husbands, fathers, and adult children, and reduced the fees for receiving work permits by 50 per 

cent to 94 per cent for 145 services and transactions. 

• In the same month, the Emirate of Dubai said it would accept the Indian rupee (INR) for transac-

tions at duty-free stores. 

 Mutual Legal Assistance 

In furtherance to India‟s policy of zero tolerance for crime and in an endeavor to fast track the dis-

pensation of justice, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has issued Revised Guidelines for Mutual 

Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters. 

 Mutual Legal Assistance guidelines 

• They aim to enhance and streamline the process of international mutual legal assistance in criminal 

matters. 

• By incorporating various legal and technological developments in the recent years, it aims to make 

the documentation in this regard more precise and focused as well as compliant with interna-

tional requirements. 

• The guidelines have also taken into account the concerns raised by various courts for prompt and 

timely responses in service of documents on persons residing abroad. 

• As an initiative, the revised guidelines have provision for service of documents on authorities of 

foreign country preferably within 10 days of receipt of request in respect of offenses committed 

against women and children. 

 Why need Mutual Legal Assistance? 
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• The transnational nature of crime and digital explosion has blurred geographical boundaries for 

criminal activities. 

• Availability of evidence and criminals outside the sovereign jurisdiction of countries has necessi-

tated the transformation of scope and nature of conventional investigation. 

 MLA treaties 

• India has entered into Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties / Agreements with 42 countries and is sig-

natory to various international conventions i.e. UNCAC, UNTOC etc. 

• The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is the designated 'Central Authority' for India. Generally, assis-

tance is sought and received in the form of Mutual Legal Assistance Requests / Letters. 

Migration and Mobility Partnership Agreement signed between India and France 

 News 

• The Agreement was signed in March, 2018 during the State Visit of the French President to India. 

• Validity of Agreement: seven years. 

• It incorporates provision for automatic renewal and a monitoring mechanism through a Joint 

Working Group. 

• Significance: It is a major milestone in enhancing people-to-people contacts, fostering mobility 

of students, academics, researchers and skilled professionals and strengthening cooperation on 

issues related to irregular migration and human trafficking between the two sides. 

39. Raisina Dialogue and its impact on India's global profile 
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 India`s annual global conference on geopolitics and geo-economics, Raisina Dialogue 2020 has 

started with the participation of over 100 countries. 

 Raisina Dialogue 

• The Raisina Dialogue is a multilateral conference committed to addressing the most challenging is-

sues facing the global community. 

• It is jointly organized by the Ministry of External Affairs and the Observer Research Foundation. 

• Every year, global leaders in policy, business, media and civil society are hosted in New Delhi to 

discuss cooperation on a wide range of pertinent international policy matters. 

• The Dialogue is structured as a multi-stakeholder, cross-sectoral discussion, involving heads of 

state, cabinet ministers and local government officials, as well as major private sector offices, 

members of the media and academics. 

 This years' agenda 

• The fifth edition of the Dialogue 2020 has been India`s contribution to global efforts to discover 

solutions, identify opportunities and provide stability to a century that has witnessed an eventful 

two decades. 

• This year`s Dialogue titled `Navigating the Alpha Century` is structured as a multi-stakeholder, 

cross-sectoral discussion, involving heads of states, cabinet ministers and local government offi-

cials as well as major private sector offices, members of the media and academics. 
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 Significance of the dialogue 

• The Raisina Dialogue has acquired an enviable global profile uniting the best strategic thinkers of 

the world. 

• The synergies and collaborations in the Raisina Dialogue represent India`s deliberative ethos, as 

well as its international credibility and convening power. 

• The Dialogue has grown along with India`s diplomatic profile and will set the tone for its intensive 

diplomatic engagement this year. 

 HENLEY PASSPORT INDEX 

  

The Indian passport is closer to the bottom, ranked 84th in the world, according to the 2020 edition 

of the Henley Passport Index. 

 Henley passport index 

• According to Henley & Partners publishes the ranking and the index of the passing passports “ac-

cording to the number of destinations their holders can access without a prior visa”. 

• The ranking is based on data from the International Air Transport Association (IATA), a trade asso-

ciation of some 290 airlines, including all major carriers. 
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• The index includes 199 different passports and 227 different travel destinations. 

• The data are updated in real time as and when visa policy changes come into effect. 

 India’s performance 

• Since the index began in 2006, the Indian passport has ranked in a band of 71st to 88th. (The num-

ber of passports ranked has, however, varied from year to year.) 

• The Indian passport's 2020 ranking of 84th translates into visa-free access to 58 destinations, in-

cluding 33 which give Indians visas on arrival. 

• It ranked higher in both 2019 (82, with visa-free access to 59 destinations) and 2018 (81, with visa-

free access to 60 destinations). 

• Twenty of the 58 visa-free access destinations in the 2020 list are in Africa, and 11 each in Asia and 

the Caribbean. 

• Serbia is the only European country to which Indian passport holders can travel visa-free. There is 

no major or developed country to which Indian passport holders have visa-free access. 

 Global performance 

• The top 10 most powerful passports this year are ranked in this order: Japan, Singapore, South Ko-

rea, Germany, Italy, Finland, Spain, Luxembourg and Denmark. 

• Japan has been topping the index for three straight years; According to the 2020 index, its citizens 

are able to access 191 destinations without having to obtain a visa in advance. 

• Afghanistan at rank 107 is the weakest. 

• Singapore, in second place (same as in 2019), has a visa-free / visa-on-arrival score of 190. 

• Germany is No. 3 (same position as in 2019), with access to 189 destinations; it shares this position 

with South Korea, which dropped from the second place it held a year ago. 

• The US and the UK have been falling consistently over success indices. 

40. Taiwan, Hongkong and China 
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 Context: 

The landslide re-election victory for the Democratic Progressive Party‟s (DPP) Tsai Ing-wen in Taiwan 

has presented Beijing with a second pressing challenge in its backyard (along with ongoing pro-

tests in Hongkong) 

Also, pro-democratic political parties swept the local district council elections in Hong Kong, which 

were widely seen as a referendum on the protests happening in Hongkong pressing for wider 

Democratic reforms 

 Brief Background of Taiwan 

• China‟s nationalist government, which was defeated in a civil war by the communists in 1949, had 

been exiled to Taiwan. 

• Taiwan has been entirely self-judged since then, however, China claims the island as a part of its 

territory 

• Taiwan has a thriving democracy and has held direct elections to choose its leaders since 1996. 

China is Taiwan's largest trade partner. 

 China’s One Country- Two system model 
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• This policy was originally proposed by Deng Xiaoping shortly after he took the reins of the country 

in the late 1970s. Deng‟s plan was to unify China and Taiwan under the One Country Two Systems 

policy which provided autonomy to Taiwan 

• Under this system, Taiwan could follow its capitalist economic system, run a separate administra-

tion and keep its own army but under Chinese sovereignty. Taiwan, however, rejected the Com-

munist Party's offer. 

• The idea of two systems in one country is replicated again in Hong Kong and Macau when Britain 

and Portugal, who were running these territories under lease (since colonial times) returned it to 

China in 1997 & 1999 respectively. These territories were also given autonomy in its functioning 

in return for recognition of China‟s Sovereignty over these areas. 

 Election results in Taiwan a referendum on China 

• If the local elections in Hong Kong were a referendum on the protests, the elections in Taiwan 

ended up becoming a referendum on China - and specifically, on the "one country, two systems" 

• The events in Hongkong whereby Chinese authorities were criticized for their handling of protes-

tors (not calling for peace talks) revitalized the anti-China campaign in Taiwan (Independence 

from China) 

• The opposition KMT (pro-China) - in power from 2008-16- had chosen to build economic and po-

litical bridges with China. The KMT‟s stance was based on need to boost Taiwan‟s economic op-

portunities. 

• Polls conducted in Taiwan by the National Chengchi University in June 2019 showed that 56.9% 

identify as being only 'Taiwanese', up from 54.5% a year ago 

• On the choice between independence and reunification, 86.1% favored enjoying the status quo 

(Not accede to China‟s model) 

 Consequences for Taiwan 

• With Ms. Tsai who is at the helm of Taiwan since 2016 and her stated anti-China views, Beijing has 

pushed with vigor an international strategy aimed at isolating Taiwan. 
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• By the end of 2019, Taiwan was left with only 14 UN member states that maintain diplomatic rela-

tions, after losing the Solomon Islands and Kiribati which both shifted to recognizing Beijing. 

• China believe that the country‟s “great rejuvenation”, which President Mr. Xi has declared as the 

“China dream”, will not be complete without Taiwan‟s return 

 Consequences for China 

• China believes the tide of history is on their side (with economic & military might), and that the is-

land (Taiwan) of 23 million people (roughly the population of Beijing) will inevitably return to the 

fold. 

• However, China needs to offer more than the stability, security, and economic growth that its 

model promises, when issues of identity, suffrage and values are involved 

• With China aggressively pushing its mega infrastructure project Belt & Road initiative and aiming 

at superpower status, it has to show to the world that it is able to solve its own internal problems 

in a peaceful manner before embarking on taking up global leader status. 

 Lessons for India 

• India also follows asymmetric federalism where by many states enjoy greater autonomy in their 

functioning as compared to other states (Article 371, Schedule V & VI). 

• These special provisions are also intended to deal with issues to identity & culture. India thus 

needs to handle these in a democratic manner so as to not see Taiwan / Hongkong type of pro-

tests happening in India 

• In International Politics: India can always use the leverage of Taiwan and Hongkong whenever 

China meddles in India‟s own internal issues like Kashmir / Naga unrest. 

41. UNCITRAL 
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 An International Arbitration Tribunal has dismissed all claims brought against India in entirety. The 

arbitration arose out of the cancellation of Letters of Intent for the issuance of telecom licences to 

provide 2G services in five telecommunications circles by reason of India‟s essential security inter-

ests. 

 UNCITRAL 

• The UN Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) is a subsidiary body of the U.N.      

General Assembly responsible for helping to facilitate international trade and investment. 

• Established by the UNGA in 1966, UNCITRAL's official mandate is "to promote the progressive 

harmonization and unification of international trade law" through conventions, model laws, and 

other instruments that address key areas of commerce, from dispute resolution to the procure-

ment and sale of goods. 

• UNCITRAL carries out its work at annual sessions held alternately in New York City and Vienna, 

where it is headquartered. 

• The Tribunal constituted in accordance with the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules 1976 is seated at the 

Hague, Netherlands, and proceedings are administered by the Permanent Court of Arbitration. 

 

 

 

42. World Employment and Social Outlook: Trends 2020 
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The report World Employment and Social Outlook: Trends 2020 (WESO) was recently released. 

 About the Report 

• The WESO report is an initiative of the International Labor Organization (ILO). 

• ILO forecasts that unemployment will rise by about 2.5 million this year. 

• The ILO is a UN agency whose mandate is to advance social justice and promote decent work by 

setting international labor standards. 

• The report analyses key labor market issues, including unemployment, labor underutilization, work-

ing poverty, income inequality, labor income share and factors that exclude people from decent 

work. 

 Highlights of the report 

• Global unemployment is projected to increase by around 2.5 million in 2020. 

• The number of people unemployed around the world stands at some 188 million. 

• In addition, 165 million people do not have enough paid work, and 120 million have either given 

up actively searching for work or otherwise lack access to the labor market. 

• In total, more than 470 million people worldwide are affected, the report said. 

• Almost half a billion people are working fewer paid hours than they would like or lack adequate 

access to paid work. 

• Not enough new jobs are being generated to absorb new entrants to the labor market. 

 Data on working poverty 

• Currently working poverty (defined as earning less than USD 3.20 per day in purchasing power par-

ity terms) affects more than 630 million workers, or one in five of the global working population. 

• Inequalities related to gender, age and geographical location continue to plague the job market, 

with the report showing that these factors limit both individual opportunity and economic 

growth. 

• Some 267 million young people aged 15-24 are not in employment, education or training, and 

many more endure substandard working condition. 
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43. Operation alberich 

The recently released '1917' movie tells the story of two British soldiers during the WWI in Operation 

Alberich, the strategic retreat in which their troops were taken back to the Hindenburg Line in 

1917. 

 What was Operation Alberich? 

• Operation Alberich is considered among Germany's most important operations on the Western 

Front in 1917, as well as one of its most extreme due to the 'scorched earth' policy employed. 

• In World War I (1914–18), the Allied Powers - principally France, the British Empire, Russia, Italy, Ja-

pan, and the US (after 1917) - fought and defeated the Central Powers - mainly Germany, Austria-

Hungary, and Turkey. 

• The war caused destruction and suffering on unprecedented levels, and only led to a bigger con-

flict, World War II, two decades later in 1939. 

• The war manoeuvre involved the systematic destruction of 1,500 square kilometres of French terri-

tory by the German army after it decided to retreat to a newly constructed defense line. 

• The German army leadership had decided that the war must shift temporarily to the shorter and 

more easily defensible Hindenburg Line. The Operation took place in February and March 1917. 

 Course of action 

• The shortening of the war front was drastic, and is considered the war's biggest military construc-

tion project. 

• The planning for the approximately 130-km Hindenburg Line began in September 1916, and much 

of it was completed in four months from October - using 5,00,000 tonnes of rocks and gravel, 

over 1,00,000 tonnes of cement, and 12,500 tonnes of barbed wire. 

• The scorched earth policy, which laid to waste entire villages, roads, and bridges, was meant to de-

stroy anything that the Allies could find useful. 

• The Operation saw the complete evacuation of the area's civilian population. 
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 Aftermath 

• The move is regarded as a tactical success for the Germans, as it took the Allies by surprise and de-

layed their advance, but is criticized for the disproportionate destruction that it caused. 

• It is considered a propaganda disaster for Germany, and was presented by the Allies as an example 

of “Hun barbarism”. 

• At the Treaty of Versailles, which was signed after the war, the Allies used Alberich to legitimize 

their claims for punitive reparations from Germany. 

 Sagarmatha sambaad 

  

Nepal has invited the PMs of India and Pakistan along with several other heads of government and 

heads of state for the Sagarmatha Sambaad. 

 Sagarmatha sambaad 

• Sagarmatha Sambaad is a multi-stakeholder, permanent global dialogue forum initiated by the 

Government of Nepal. 

• It is scheduled to be held biennially in Nepal. 

• The Sambaad (dialogue) is named after the referring tallest mountain Sagarmatha (Mount Everest). 

• The Everest is also a symbol of friendship and is meant to promote the notions of common good 

and collective well-being of humanity. 
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• The first episode of the Sambaad is scheduled to be held from 2 to 4 April 2020 by the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs (Nepal). 

• The theme of the first Sambaad is "Climate Change, Mountains and the Future of Humanity." 

 Significance 

• This is the first ever multi-stakeholder dialogue and a biggest diplomatic initiative in Nepal‟s recent 

history. 

• India and Pakistan have been caught up in a cycle of hostility, which had prevented Islamabad from 

hosting the SAARC Summit in 2016. 

• The Kathmandu event aims to draw all the SAARC leaders and provide an opportunity to break the 

ice. 

India had accused Pakistan of cross border terrorism while boycotting the Islamabad summit leading 

to its cancellation. 

 

44. Beijing Declaration - 25 years of adoption 

 

 

 News 

• The Beijing Declaration was a resolution adopted by the UN at the end of the Fourth World Confer-

ence on Women in 1995. 
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• The resolution adopted to promulgate a set of principles concerning the equality of men and 

women. 

• It was a critical turning point in the changing focus on gender equality and the empowerment of 

women. 

 

Q) Beijing Declaration often seen in news is related to which of the following field? 

a. Environment Conservation 

b. Security in South China Sea 

c. Gender Equality and Women Empowerment 

d. None of the above 

45. GLOBAL GO TO THINK TANK INDEX 

 

Center for Science and Environment (CSE) was placed no. 16 among 2019‟s „top environment policy 

think tanks‟ of the world in Global Go to Think Tank Index. 

 Think-Tank Index 

• The Index is released by University of Pennsylvania each year since 2008. 

• It evaluates public-policy research analysis and engagement organizations that generate policy-

oriented research, analysis, and advice on domestic and international issues. 

• It claims to enable policy makers and the public to make informed decisions on public policy. 

• The 2020 report raised some critical threats and opportunities that think tanks across the globe face. 
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• It called upon such organizations to develop national, regional, and global partnerships and create 

new, innovative platforms to deliver for an ever-expanding audience of citizens, policy makers and 

businesses. 

 India’s performance 

• CSE climbed up two notches in the 14th version of the report. 

• The organization also moved up three places among „best independent think tanks‟ to be at No.123 

in the world and sixth among Indian think tanks. 

• Globally, it was ranked 41 of 60 organizations committed to energy and resource policy. It remained 

at No.58 among organisations working on science and technology policy in the world - fifth in India. 

 CSE as forerunner 

• CSE was named the 'national climate leader' from India for 2019 in the first National Climate Leader 

Awards published in the Global Spotlight Report # 22 by Climate Scorecard. 

• CSE also received the prestigious Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and Development for 

2018 in 2019 for 'pioneering work on environment and sustainable development'. 

• CSE also featured in four other rankings in the report: „top water security think tanks‟; 'Top energy 

and resource policy think tanks'; „Top science and technology policy think tanks‟ and „best independ-

ent think tanks‟. 

• It also ranked 18 among 78 global think tanks for its work on 'water security' - second in India after 

Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment. 

 

 

 

 

46. INDIAN NAVY TO RESCUE 
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 Context 

Earlier this week, India sent an amphibious warship, INS Airavat, to Madagascar in the Indian Ocean 

Region (IOR) to help in rescue efforts after the island nation was hit by a cyclone. 

 Humanitarian operations- Key component of peacetime strategy 

• A key component in IOR: In recent years, humanitarian operations have emerged as a key compo-

nent of the Indian Navy's peacetime strategy in the IOR. 

• In March 2019, the Navy deployed four warships for relief operations when Mozambique was hit by 

Cyclone Idai. 

• Indian naval teams played a stellar role in search and rescue operations and even set up medical 

camps. 

• A few months later, the Navy sent two warships to Japan to assist in rescue efforts following Ty-

phoon Hagibis. 

• A year earlier, Indian vessels had delivered urgent medical assistance to Sulawesi, Indonesia, after it 

was struck by a high-intensity earthquake. 

• Operation Samudra Maitri was launched after a telephonic conversation between Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and Indonesian President Joko Widodo, with naval planners mobilizing assets and re-

lief material in quick time. 

• India‟s vision for IOR: The Navy‟s new humanitarian approach, many say, is a maritime manifestation 

of India‟s vision for the IOR, christened SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region). 
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• Lesson‟s from tsunami: The Navy‟s turn towards human-centered maritime security clear recent. It 

was in the aftermath of the 2004 tsunami that naval commanders first recognized the importance of 

large-scale relief and rescue missions in the IOR. 

• For over a decade, considerable resources and energy have been spent developing specialist          

capability and skills for naval humanitarian operations. 

 India- A regional security provider 

• What is changing in India‟s stance: referring new today is New Delhi‟s resolve to burnish its „regional 

security provider‟ credentials. 

• The Navy has reached out to countries across the Indo-Pacific region, with greater deployment of 

assets, personnel and specialist equipment, showcasing an ability to undertake complex and diverse 

missions. 

• The highpoint for India: The highpoint of the Navy‟s „benign‟ efforts was the evacuation of over 

1,500 Indian expatriates and 1,300 foreign nationals from Yemen in 2015 amid fighting for control of 

Aden. 

• Three years later, Indian naval ships were in Yemen again, to evacuate 38 Indians stranded in the cy-

clone-hit Socotra Island. 

How the new role could help India? 

• India‟s desire to be the linchpin of security: The Navy‟s humanitarian impulse stems from a desire to 

be a linchpin of security in the IOR. 

• The concept of the first responder: At the core of the evolving operations philosophy is the concept 

of 'the first responder', with the capability and willingness to provide assistance. 

• Extension of the sphere of influence: The above approach has the potential to create an extended 

sphere of Indian influence in the IOR. 

• Projection of soft power: Naval leaders recognize that benign missions help project Indian soft 

power and extend New Delhi's influence in the littorals. 

• Creating goodwill: Prompt response during a humanitarian crisis helps generate political goodwill in 

the neighborhood. 
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 Cause for caution with maritime presence 

• The issue with prolonged presence: While low-end naval assets in humanitarian mode create strate-

gic equity for India, the prolonged presence of front-line warships in foreign waters has the potential 

to make partners anxious. 

• Shaping perception over naval presence: Naval power, experts underline, must be deployed dis-

creetly, shaping perceptions in subtle ways. 

• Need to hide the underlying intent: The key is to not let the underlying intent of a mission appear 

geopolitical. 

• To ensure that motives carried misunderstood, and the assistance provided is efficient and cost-

effective, it is best to use dedicated disaster-relief platforms. 

• India lacking inventory hospital ship: However, unlike the U.S. And China that has in their inventory 

hospital ships fully equipped for medical assistance, India deploys regular warships and survey ships 

converted for medical aid. 

• India‟s improvised platforms do not match the U.S. Navy's medical ship USNS Mercy or the People's 

Liberation Army Navy's Peace Ark. 

 Need for greater coordination 

• The Navy's expanding array of humanitarian missions reveals a need for greater coordination with 

the Indo-Pacific navies 

• In particular the U.S. Navy, the Royal Australian Navy and the Japanese Self-Defense Forces- which 

possess significant experience and assets to mitigate humanitarian threats. 

 Conclusion 

As natural disasters in the IOR become more frequent and intense, India‟s regional security role is 

likely to grow exponentially. At the forefront of disaster scenarios, the Indian Navy and Coast Guard 

would find themselves undertaking demanding missions. Humanitarian operations could serve as a 

springboard for a larger cooperative effort in the maritime commons. 

47. INDIA AND INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANISATION (IMO) 
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 Context 

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) had mandated that merchant ships should not burn 

fuel with sulphur content greater than 0.5% beginning January 1. 

Why the new sulphur content limit matters? 

• The previous limit of 3.5%: Before the ban, fuel had a comfortable sulphur content limit of 3.5%, 

which was applicable to most parts of the world. 

• Problem with low content fuel: Many industry professionals feared that the new very-low-sulphur 

fuel would be incompatible with the engines and other vessel equipment. 

• Problems with past US limits: Past mandates on sulphur limits in American waters had led to many 

technical problems. There have been instances of ships having been stranded after fine particles 

separated out from the fuel, damaging equipment and clogging up devices. 

How such regulations matter for India? 

• Sulfur cap one of the many problems: The global sulfur cap is only one of the many environment-

related regulations that have been shaking up the shipping industry. 

• The industry is generally risk-averse and slow to accept changes. 

• For instance, efforts are ongoing to reduce nitrogen oxides (NOx) and ozone-depleting gases. 

• IMO project to decarbonise shipping: Further, the IMO has announced an ambitious project to       

decarbonise shipping in order to reduce carbon emissions. 
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• How it matters for India? These regulations are triggering massive technological, operational and 

structural changes. 

• They come at a price which will have to be borne to a large extent by developing countries such as 

India. 

• India among 10 countries: The IMO currently lists India as among the 10 states with the "largest     

interest in international seaborne trade". 

• Inadequate participation of India: But India‟s participation in the IMO to advance its national          

interests has been desultory and woefully inadequate. 

• How it could matters: The sulphur cap, for instance- 

• Will reduce emissions. 

• Reduce the health impact on coastal populations but- 

• Ship operational costs are going up since the new fuel product is more expensive. 

• Refineries struggling to meet demand: As refineries including those in India struggle to meet the 

demand, freight costs have started moving up, with a cascading effect on retail prices. 

 Significance of shipping and the role of IMO 

• Significance of shipping: Shipping, which accounts for over 90% by volume and about 80% by 

value of global trade. 

• Role of IMO: It is a highly regulated industry with a range of legislation promulgated by the IMO. 

• The IMO currently has 174 member states and three associate members; There are also scores of 

non-governmental and inter-governmental organizations. 

• The IMO‟s policies or conventions have a serious impact on every aspect of shipping including the 

cost of maritime trade. 

• How IMO functions 

• The IMO, like any other UN agency, is primarily a secretariat, which facilitates decision-making 

processes on all maritime matters through meetings of member states. 

• How treaties are made? The binding instruments are brought in through the conventions -to which 

member states sign on to compliance-as well as amendments to the same and related codes. 

• Structure of IMO: Structurally, maritime matters are dealt with by the committees of the IMO - 
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• The Maritime Safety Committee (MSC). 

• Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC). 

• Technical Cooperation Committee. 

• Legal Committee and the Facilitation Committee. 

• Each committee is designated a separate aspect of shipping and supported by sub-committees. 

Working groups and correspondence groups support the subcommittees. 

• Role of subcommittees of IMO: The subcommittees are the main working organs, where the pro-

posals from a member state are parsed before they are forwarded to one of the main commit-

tees. 

• The main committees, thereafter, with the nod of the Assembly, put the approved proposal for en-

actment through the Convention, amendments, and codes or circulars. 

 India’s inadequate efforts at protecting the interest 

• How other countries deal with the issues: To ensure that their maritime interests are protected, the 

European countries move their proposals in unison and voting or support are given en bloc. 

• Permanent representative: China, Japan, Singapore, Korea and a few others represent their interests 

through their permanent representative as well as ensuring that a large delegation takes part and 

intervenes in the meetings. 

• How India is falling short? While these countries have fiercely protected their interests, India has 

not. 

• No permanent representative: For example, its permanent representative post at London has re-

mained vacant for the last 25 years. 

• Representation at meetings is often through a skeletal delegation 

• India‟s presentation inadequate: A review of IMO documents shows that the number of               

submissions made by India in the recent past has been measly and not in proportion to India‟s 

stakes in global shipping. 

• "High-Risk Area" demarcation issue: The promulgation of "High-Risk Areas" when piracy was at its 

peak and dominated media headlines. 
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• What happened in the issue? The IMO‟s demarcation resulted in half the Arabian Sea and virtually 

the entire south-west coast of India being seen as piracy-infested, despite the presence of the In-

dian Navy and Coast Guard. 

• The "Enrica Lexie" shooting incident of 2012, off the coast of Kerala, was a direct fallout of the de-

marcation. 

• What were the consequences of the demarcation issue? 

• Increase in insurance costs: The "High-Risk Area" formulation led to a ballooning of insurance 

costs; it affected goods coming into or out of India. 

• It took great efforts to revoke the promulgation and negate the financial burden. 

• The episode stated India‟s apathy and inadequate representation at the IMO. 

• NavIC introduction difficulty: There was also great difficulty in introducing the indigenously de-

signed NavIC (NAVigation with Indian Constellation) in the worldwide maritime navigation sys-

tem. 

 • What could be the consequences in future? 

• EU's documented procedure: In contrast, the European Union has a documented procedure on 

how to influence the IMO. 

• Agenda driven by developed countries: New legislative mandates, fitment of new equipment and 

changes to ship structural designs being brought on have been driven by developed countries. 

• Consequences for India: All the issues pushed by developed countries are not entirely pragmatic 

from the point of view of India‟s interests. 

• Further, it will not be mere speculation to see them as efforts to push products and companies 

based in the West. 

 

48. LUCKNOW DECLARATION 
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The first India-Africa Defense Ministers' Conclave held in Lucknow has adopted the Lucknow Decla-

ration. 

 India-Africa Framework for Strategic Cooperation 

 The declaration: 

• Acknowledges contribution of Indian defense forces in humanitarian assistance and disaster relief 

operations in Africa. 

• It appreciates initiation of Africa India Field Training Exercises with the first ever AFINDEX in March 

2019 and agree that it will further strengthen cooperation in defense preparedness and security. 

• The vision is to achieve „a conflict-free Africa, prevent genocide, make peace a reality for all and rid 

the continent of wars, violent conflicts, human rights violations, and humanitarian disasters. 

• It call for deeper cooperation in the domain of defense industry including through investment, 

joint ventures in defense equipment software, digital defense, research & development etc. 

• It recognizes the common security challenges such as terrorism and extremism, piracy, organized 

crime including human trafficking, drug trafficking, weapon smuggling and others. 

• The members endorsed initiatives such as African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA), Silence 

the Guns in Africa and Agenda 2063. 
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• It calls for strengthening the UN Counter-Terrorism mechanisms and to ensure strict compliance 

with the UN Security Council sanctions regime on terrorism. 

• It urged the international community to envisage the adoption of Comprehensive Convention on 

International Terrorism in the UNGA. 

• The members recognized the importance of the oceans and seas to the livelihoods of our peoples 

and that maritime security is a pre-requisite for the development of Blue or Ocean economy. 

• It sought to increase cooperation in securing sea lines of communication, preventing maritime 

crimes, disaster, piracy, illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing through sharing of informa-

tion and surveillance. 

 

49.  '2 Billion Kilometers to Safety' campaign 

  

 The UN Refugee Agency UNHCR has announced a new global campaign urging people worldwide 

to cover the total distance traveled by refugees each year - 2 billion kilometers - by running, jog-

ging or walking. 

 About the campaign 

• The "2 Billion Kilometers to Safety" campaign vies to encourage people to support refugees by 

championing individual acts of solidarity. 

• The goal is to acknowledge the resilience and strength of refugees. 
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• It calls on the public to show their solidarity with refugees by running, walking or cycling to collec-

tively cover two billion kilometers. 

• Participants can use their fitness apps or the campaign website to log the kilometers and contrib-

ute to the global total. 

 Distance covered by refugees 

• UNHCR traced the journeys of refugees around the world and calculated that, collectively, people 

forced to flee travel approximately two billion kilometers every year to reach the first point of 

safety. 

• This is roughly the distance that separates Earth from somewhere between the planets Saturn and 

Uranus. 

• According to UNHCR estimates, Syrian refugees travelled over 240 kilometers each to reach Turkey. 

• South Sudanese refugees travelled more than 640 kilometers to reach Kenya. Rohingya refugees 

from Myanmar travelled approximately 80 kilometers to reach Bangladesh. 

50. Blue Dot Network 

 

With US President Donald Trump on his maiden visit to India, the two countries are expected to have 

discussed the Blue Dot Network, a proposal that will certify infrastructure and development       

projects. 

 Blue Dot Network 

• Led by the US's International Development Finance Corporation (DFC), the Blue Dot network was 

jointly launched by the US, Japan (Japanese Bank for International Cooperation) and Australia 
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(Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade) in November 2019 on the sidelines of the 35th ASEAN 

Summit in Thailand. 

• It is meant to be a multi-stakeholder initiative that aims to bring governments, the private sector 

and civil society together to promote “high quality, trusted standards for global infrastructure de-

velopment”. 

• The network is like a "Michelin Guide" for infrastructure projects. 

• This means that as part of this initiative, infrastructure projects will be vetted and approved by the 

network depending on standards, as per which, the projects should meet certain global infra-

structure principles. 

• The projects that are approved will get a "Blue Dot", thereby setting universal standards of excel-

lence, which will attract private capital to projects in developing and emerging economies. 

 Countering China’s BRI? 

• Observers have referred to the proposal as a means of countering China‟s Belt and Road Initiative 

(BRI), which was launched over six years ago. 

• While Blue Dot may be seen as a counter to BRI, it will need a lot of work for two reasons. 

Fundamental difference between BRI and Blue Dot 

• While the former involves direct financing, giving countries in need immediate short-term relief, 

the latter is not a direct financing initiative and therefore may not be what some developing 

countries need. 

• The question is whether Blue Dot offering first-world solutions to third-world countries. 

• Secondly, Blue Dot will require coordination among multiple stakeholders when it comes to grad-

ing projects. 

• Given the past experience of Quad, the countries involved in it are still struggling to put a viable 

bloc. Therefore, it remains to be seen how Blue Dot fares in the long run. 

51. Freedom in the world report 
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 India has become one of the possible least free democracies, according to a global survey. 

 Freedom in the world report 

• It is a yearly survey and report by the U.S. based non-governmental organization Freedom House. 

• It measures the degree of civil liberties and political rights in every nation and significant related 

and disputed territories around the world. 

• The report derives its methodology from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by 

the UN General Assembly in 1948. 

• It covers 195 countries, awarding scores based on political rights indicators such as the electoral 

process, political pluralism and participation and government functioning, as well as civil liberties 

indicators related to freedom of expression and belief associational and organizational rights, the 

rule of law and personal autonomy and individual rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

52. Highlights of the report 
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  Deteriorating freedom in India 

• The report ranks India at the 83rd position, along with Timor-Leste and Senegal. 

• This is near the bottom of the pile among the countries categorized as “Free”. 

• India‟s score fell by four points to 71, the worst decline among the resulting 25 largest democracies 

this year. 

• India scored 34 out of 40 points in the political rights category, but only 37 out of 60 in the civil 

liberties category, for a total score of 71, a drop from last pending score of 75. 

• The report treats "Indian Kashmir" as a separate territory, which saw its total score drop precipi-

tously from 49 to 28 this year, moving it from a status of "Partly Free" to "Not Free". 

Reason for the downfall 

• The annulment of autonomy and the subsequent shutdown of Kashmir, the NRC and the CAA, as 

well as the crackdown on mass protests, have been listed as the main signs of declining freedom 

in the report. 

• These three actions have shaken the rule of law in India and threatened the secular and inclusive 

nature of its political system said the report. 

• The report slammed the internet blackout in Kashmir terming it the longest shutdown ever im-

posed by democracy. 

• It said freedom of expression was under threat in India, with journalists, academics and others fac-

ing harassment and intimidation when addressing politically sensitive topics. 
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• It warned that the Indian government‟s alarming departures from democratic norms under present 

govt. could blur the values-based distinction between Beijing and New Delhi. 

53. INDIAN OCEAN COMMISSION 

 

India was accepted as an observer in the Indian Ocean Commission getting a seat at the table of the 

organization that handles maritime governance in the western Indian Ocean. 

 Indian Ocean Commission 

• The Indian Ocean Commission is an intergovernmental organization that was created in 1982 at 

Port Louis, Mauritius and institutionalized in 1984 by the Victoria Agreement in Seychelles. 

• The COI is composed of five African Indian Ocean nations: Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Réun-

ion (an overseas region of France), and Seychelles. 

• These five islands share geographic proximity, historical and demographic relationships, natural re-

sources and common development issues. 

 Aims and Objectives of IOC 

• COI‟s principal mission is to strengthen the ties of friendship between the countries and to be a 

platform of solidarity for the entire population of the African Indian Ocean region. 

• COI‟s mission also includes development, through projects related to sustainability for the region, 

aimed at protecting the region, improving the living conditions of the populations and involving 

the various natural resources that the countries depend on. 

• Being an organization regrouping only island states, the COI has usually championed the cause of 

small island states in regional and international fora. 
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 India and IOC 

• India‟s entry is a consequence of its deepening strategic partnership with France as well as its ex-

panding ties with the Vanilla Islands. 

• India had made the application to be an observer. The IOC has four observers - China, EU, Malta 

and International Organization of La Francophonie (OIF). 

 Significance 

• For India, the importance of joining this organization lies in several things. 

• First, India will get an official foothold in a premier regional institution in the western Indian Ocean, 

boosting engagement with islands in this part of the Indian Ocean. 

• These island nations are increasingly important for India‟s strategic outreach as part of its Indo-

Pacific policy. 

• This move would enhance ties with France which is the strong global power in the western Indian 

Ocean. 

• It lends depth to India‟s SAGAR (security and growth for all in the region) policy unveiled by PM 

Modi in 2015. 

• The move, India hopes, would lead to greater security cooperation with countries in East Africa. 

54. G-20 SUMMIT 

  

A Virtual G20 Leaders' Summit was recently convened yesterday to discuss the challenges posed by 

the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic and to forge a globally coordinated response. 
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 About G20 

• Formed in 1999, the G20 is an international forum of the governments and central bank governors 

from 20 major economies. 

• Collectively, the G20 economies account for around 85 percent of the Gross World Product (GWP), 

80 percent of world trade. 

• To tackle the problems or the address issues that plague the world, the heads of governments of 

the G20 nations periodically participate in summits. 

• In addition to it, the group also hosts separate meetings of the finance ministers and foreign minis-

ters. 

• The G20 has no permanent staff of its own and its chairmanship rotates annually between nations 

divided into regional groupings. 

 Aims and objectives 

• The group was formed with the aim of studying, reviewing, and promoting high-level discussion of 

policy issues pertaining to the promotion of international financial stability. 

• The forum aims to pre-empt the balance of payments problems and turmoil on financial markets 

by improved coordination of monetary, fiscal, and financial policies. 

• It seeks to address issues that go beyond the responsibilities of any one organization. 

55. Member Countries 

  

The members of the G20 consist of 19 individual countries plus the European Union (EU). 

• The 19 member countries of the forum are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Ger-

many, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Tur-

key, United Kingdom and the United States. 
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• The European Union is represented by the European Commission and by the European Central 

Bank. 

  Who are the G20 Sherpas? 

• A Sherpa is the personal representative of a head of state or government who prepares an interna-

tional summit, particularly the annual G7 and G20 summits. 

• Between the summits, there are multiple Sherpa conferences where possible agreements are laid 

out. 

• This reduces the amount of time and resources required at the negotiations of the heads of state 

at the final summit. 

• The Sherpa is generally quite influential, although they do not have the authority to make a final 

decision about any given agreement. 

• The name is derived from the Sherpa people, a Nepalese ethnic group, who serve as guides and 

porters in the Himalayas, a reference to the fact that the Sherpa clears the way for a head of state 

at a major summit. 

 Natuna islands 

• Natuna Islands are within Indonesia's exclusive economic zone but are also claimed by China. 

• Recently, China has sparked a major maritime confrontation with Indonesia near the South China 

Sea by entering waters along with dozens of Chinese fishing vessels. 

 

56. Haftar’s Forces attack Libya’s capital Tripoli 

 In News: 
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• The forces of Libyan military strongman Khalifa Haftar Libyan capital Tripoli with rockets. 

• The capital was attacked after Haftar‟s forces were expelled from multiple towns west of Libya by 

government loyalists. 

 Important value additions: 

 Khalifa Belqasim Haftar 

• He is the Commander of the Libyan National Army (LNA) which is engaged in the Libyan Civil War. 

• He held a senior position in the forces which overthrew Gaddafi in the 2011 Libyan Civil War. 

• Libya has suffered almost a decade of conflict since longtime dictator Moamer Kadhafi was toppled 

and killed in a 2011 uprising backed by several Western powers. 

• Recently, the UN-backed government recaptured the coastal cities of Sorman and Sabratha and 

several inland towns. 

57. Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) and India 

Context: IOC granted observer status to India on March 6th, 2020. 

 About IOC 

Established in 1982, the IOC is an intergovernmental organization comprising five small-island states 

in the Western Indian Ocean which are 

• Comoros 

• Madagascar 

• Mauritius 

• Réunion (a French department) 

• Seychelles. 

Decisions in the IOC are consensus-based in spite of the presence of major Power-France (Reunion) 

Significance of IOC: For its geographical location, as the islands sit around a "key choke-point" in the 

Indian Ocean - the Mozambique Channel 
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58. Achievements of IOC 

• In 2012, the IOC was one of the four regional organizations to launch the MASE program 

• MASE is an EU-funded program to promote maritime security in Eastern and Southern Africa and 

the Indian Ocean 

• Under MASE, the IOC has established a mechanism for surveillance and control of the Western In-

dian Ocean with two regional centers. 

• The Regional Maritime Information Fusion Center (RMIFC), based in Madagascar, monitors mari-

time activities and promotes information sharing 

• The Regional Coordination Operations Center (RCOC), based in Seychelles, will facilitate jointly co-

ordinated interventions at sea based on information gathered through the RMIFC. 

 

What are the merits of maritime security architecture (RMIFC & RCOC) created by IOC? 

 Achievements of IOC 

• In 2012, the IOC was one of the four regional organizations to launch the MASE program 

• MASE is an EU-funded program to promote maritime security in Eastern and Southern Africa and 

the Indian Ocean 

• Under MASE, the IOC has established a mechanism for surveillance and control of the Western In-

dian Ocean with two regional centers. 

• The Regional Maritime Information Fusion Center (RMIFC), based in Madagascar, monitors maritime 

activities and promotes information sharing 
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• The Regional Coordination Operations Center (RCOC), based in Seychelles, will facilitate jointly coor-

dinated interventions at sea based on information gathered through the RMIFC. 

What are the merits of maritime security architecture (RMIFC & RCOC) created by IOC? 

• These platforms act as deterrent against maritime crime at sea 

• Supplements the high-level counter-piracy presence of naval forces from the EU and USA 

• It provides sustainable framework to improve maritime control and monitoring while allowing littoral 

states to shape their own destiny 

 India and IOC 

• Similar thinking: IOC is not seeking a 'big brother' partnership which is aligned with India's policy of 

treating all nations as equals irrespective of their size 

• Model to be replicated: The IOC style of „bottom-up regionalism‟ has led to regional definition of 

maritime security problems and local ownership of workable solutions. Such a strategy can be repli-

cated at South Asian level 

• Multiplier effect: Local successes at curbing maritime threats, through IOC, will have wider security 

dividends for the Indian Ocean space. 

• Potential Partner: India‟s SAGAR vision is intended to be “consultative, democratic and equitable”, 

which syncs with IOC vision of regional security 

Way Ahead: How Indian can help IOC? 

• Support sub-regional efforts such as those of the IOC. 

• Building capacity of IOC countries to patrol their EEZs 

• Linking of India‟s information fusion centers with others in the region 

• Providing Technical expertise in maritime monitoring & surveillance 

• Providing India‟s satellite imagery services to RMIFC 

 Noor 

• Iran recently announced that it had successfully launched Noor, the nation's first military satellite. 

• The satellite, dubbed "Noor" or light, was sent into orbit using a long-range rocket. 
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• Such a launch raised concerns among experts on whether the technology used could help Iran de-

velop intercontinental ballistic missiles. 

• This is another move in the fight between U.S and Iran over the regime's missile programs. 

 

59. Global Report on Internal Displacement (GRID), 2019 re-

leased 

 In News: 

• Recently, the Internal Displacement Monitoring Center released its annual report on internal dis-

placement of people. 

 Key takeaways: 

• According to the Internal Displacement Monitoring Center's (IDMC) annual report, around 50 million 

people worldwide were internally displaced in 2019. 

• The causes of displacement were conflict or disaster, with coronavirus posing a new threat. 

• Around 33 million new displacements were recorded in 2019, the highest annual figure since 2012. 

• The IDMC calls on governments to work towards solving conflicts like the civil war in Syria. 

• It also highlights conflicts in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Yemen, and Afghanistan. 

  

 Important value additions: 

Internal Displacement Monitoring Center (IDMC) 

• It is the referring authoritative source of data and analysis on internal displacement. 
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• It is based in Geneva, Switzerland. 

• It was established in 1998 as part of the Norwegian Refugee Council, a humanitarian, non-

governmental organization. 

• The Global Report on Internal Displacement (GRID) is the annual flagship report of IDMC. 

 

  The World Press Freedom Index 2020 

• In the latest survey of Reporters without Borders, India dropped two places on the global press free-

dom index ranking to 142nd place in the list of 180 countries. 

• India‟s neighbors - Bhutan, Nepal and Sri Lanka - are ranked higher in the list. 

• Norway is ranked first in the index for the fourth time consecutively. 

• China at 177, is just three places above North Korea, which is at 180. 

 Toman: Iran’s new currency 

• Iran‟s parliament has passed a bill allowing the government to slash four zeros from the rial and 

• Iran‟s national currency will be changed from the Rial to the Toman, which is equal to 10,000 rials. 

• The move came after a sharp fall in the value of the currency as a result of crippling US sanctions. 

• The currency has been devalued 3,500 times since 1971. 

 

 

60. COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health Systems         

Preparedness Project 
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 In News: 

• Recently, India and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) signed a $ 500 million “COVID-

19 Emergency Response and Health Systems Preparedness Project” to strengthen India‟s public 

health preparedness. 

• The project was launched in New Delhi, India. 

• This is the first ever health sector support from AIIB to India. 

 Key takeaways: 

• This will cover all States and Union Territories across the country and 

• It will address the needs of: 

 infected people, 

 at-risk populations, 

 medical and emergency personnel and service providers, 

 medical and testing facilities, 

 national and animal health agencies. 

• It will help strengthen the country's Integrated Disease Surveillance Program and revamp infectious 

disease hospitals and medical colleges. 

• It will be implemented by: 

 the National Health Mission (NHM) 

 the National Center for Disease Control (NCDC) 

 the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) 

• The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare will be the responsible ministry for the program. 

• The project is being financed by the World Bank and AIIB: 

 $ 1.0 billion - World Bank 

 $ 500 million - AIIB. 

 Important value additions: 
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The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 

• It is a multilateral development bank. 

• Mission: to improve social and economic outcomes in Asia by investing in sustainable infrastruc-

ture and other productive sectors. 

• Headquarters: Beijing. 

• It began operations in 2016. 

 

61. China teams up with Pakistan to build Diamer-Bhasha Dam 

 In News: 

• China has recently teamed up with Pakistan to build the Diamer-Bhasha dam in Gilgit-Baltistan re-

gion. 

• It has created some tension between India and China since India has laid claims over this region. 

 Key takeaways: 

• Power China, one of the biggest Chinese power companies, received a contract to build the Dia-

mer-Bhasha dam. 

• Once completed, the dam will allow Pakistan to use the waters of the Indus for irrigation. 

 Important value additions: 

 Diamer-Bhasha Dam 

• It is a concrete-filled gravity dam, in the initial stages of construction, on the River Indus between 

Kohistan district in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Diamer district in Gilgit Baltistan. 

• The dam site is located near a place called "Bhasha", hence the name. 

• Its foundation stone was laid by the then Prime Minister of Pakistan in 1998. 

62. 'One Sun One World One Grid' (OSOWOG) initiative          

proposed by India 
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 In News: 

• OSOWOG initiative was recently proposed by India to set up a framework for facilitating global co-

operation which aims at building a global ecosystem of interconnected renewable energy re-

sources that can be easily shared. 

 Key takeaways 

• Parent Body: The Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) 

• Objective: To build global consensus about sharing solar resources among more than 140 coun-

tries of West Asia and South-East Asia. 

• This grid shall be interconnected with the African power pools also at the later stage. 

• Proposals are invited from consulting firms for making a long-term OSOWOG road map, and iden-

tify two or three cross-border projects that can be initiated within one or two years. 

 Important value additions 

 India’s other renewable energy-related initiatives 

• International Solar Alliance (ISA) 

 It is a treaty-based inter-governmental organization. 

 It aims to deploy over 1,000 GW of solar generation capacity globally. 

 It aims to mobilize investment of over $ 1 trillion by 2030. 

 Headquartered: Gurgaon. 

 It was established following the Paris Declaration as an alliance dedicated to the promotion 

of solar energy among its member countries. 

• Presently, electricity is supplied to Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar and Bangladesh. 

• There are now plans to connect Sri Lanka with power transmission lines as well. 

• India, along with the other countries of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation had 

signed an agreement to enable cross-border electricity trade among the member states on a vol-

untary basis in 2014. 
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• Later in August 2018, India also signed a MoU for improved grid interconnection between the 

members of the BIMSTEC. 

 

63. Comprehensive Strategic Partnership established between 

India and Australia 

 In News: 

• India and Australia raised their relationship to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP) after a 

'virtual' summit held recently between Prime Ministers of the two countries. 

Key takeaways 

• 9 agreements were noticed though the summit. 

• Mutual Logistics Support Agreement (MLSA) was also awaited. 

• A joint declaration was also issued on a Shared Vision for Maritime Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific. 

• MLSA will allow both militaries the reciprocal use of bases, humanitarian and disaster relief coop-

eration, port exercises, and passage exercises. 

• Other agreements included: 

 A framework arrangement on cyber technology 

 o An MoU on mining and processing critical and strategic minerals including Australian rare 

earth metals used for electronics 

 Governance 

 Vocational training 

 Water management. 

It was also decided to recommence the talks on India-Australia Comprehensive Economic Coop-

eration Agreement (CECA) which has been suspended since 2015. 

 Important value additions 
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India has signed CSPs with the United Kingdom, Indonesia, Vietnam, and the United Arab 

Emirates. 

 Australia has CSPs with China, Indonesia and Singapore. 

 CSP would raise the level of trust required to improve the trade and investment flows be-

tween India and Australia. 

64. Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China launched to counter 

China 

 In News: 

A group of senior lawmakers from eight countries including the US have launched the Inter-

Parliamentary Alliance on China. 

 These countries are: 

 USA 

 Germany 

 UK 

 Japan 

 Australia 

 Canada 

 Sweden 

 Norway 

 Members of the European parliament. 

  It is a new cross-parliamentary alliance to help counter the threats posed by China‟s growing 

influence to global trade, security and human rights. 

 The group aims to achieve the following on issues related to China: 

 to construct appropriate and coordinated responses 

 to create a proactive and strategic approach 
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65. India joins Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence 

(GPAI) 

 In News: 

 India joined the Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI or Gee-Pay) as a founding 

member to support the responsible and human-centric development and use of artificial in-

telligence (AI). 

 Important value additions 

 Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence 

 It is an international and multi-stakeholder initiative to guide the responsible development 

and use of AI taking into account human rights, inclusion, diversity, innovation, and eco-

nomic growth. 

 This is also a first initiative of its type which involves better understanding of the challenges 

and opportunities around AI using the experience and diversity of participating countries. 

 It will be supported by a Secretariat. 

 It will be hosted by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) in 

Paris, as well as by two Centers of Expertise-one each in Montreal and Paris. 

 Other countries who are part of this initiative other than India are: 

 USA 

 UK 

 EU 

 Australia 

 Canada 

 France 

 Germany 

 Italy 

 Japan 

 Mexico 

 New Zealand 

 Republic of Korea 

 Singapore 

 

66. Timbuktu: The faraway land 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                     

BY KULDEEP RATHI AND TEAM128 

 

  
Timbuktu is a western African city whose name is a metaphor for a place too exotic and remote to 

even imagine, now is in the grasp of Covid-19. 

 Timbuktu 

• Timbuktu is a city in Mali, located 20 km north of the Niger River. 

• The mystique of Timbuktu owes a lot to its inaccessibility, which continues even today. 

• It is located on the southern tip of the Sahara desert where there is nothing but thousands of miles 

of barren desert to its north. 

• It was a regional trade center in medieval times, where caravans met to exchange salt from the Sa-

hara Desert for gold, ivory, and slaves from the Sahel, which could be reached via the nearby Ni-

ger River. 

 UAE in support of Open Skies Agreement with India 

The UAE is keen to have an open sky agreement with India. 

Open Skies Agreement! Look how confusing does it sound compared to the Open Skies Treaty be-

tween the US and Russia. 

 What is the Open Skies Agreement? 

• The National Civil Aviation Policy, 2016, allows the government to enter into an 'open sky' air ser-

vices agreement on a reciprocal basis with SAARC nations as well as countries beyond a 5,000-

kilometre radius from New Delhi. 

• This implies that nations within this distance need to enter into a bilateral agreement and mutually 

determine the number of flights that their airlines can operate between the two countries. 

• India has open sky agreements with Japan, Greece, Jamaica, Guyana, Czech Republic, Finland, Spain 

and Sri Lanka. 
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• India also has an open sky agreement with the US, among other countries. 

Why UAE wants such an agreement with India? 

• There are about 1,068 flights a week between India and the UAE operated by the airlines of the two 

countries under the bilateral Air Service Agreement. 

• India has open skies policy with SAARC countries and those beyond the 5,000-km radius. 

• UAE wants India to revisit this policy. 

67. Srebrenica massacre 

 In news: 

• On July 11, 25 years on, commemoration services were held at the Srebrenica-Potocari Memorial 

and Cemetery in remembrance of the victims of the massacre. 

• In July 1995, approximately 8,000 Muslims, mostly men and boys were killed in Srebrenica, by Bos-

nian Serb forces led by Commander Ratko Mladić. 

• These killings were later classified as genocide by international tribunals investigating the massa-

cre. 

 Do you know? 

• Srebrenica is a small town in Bosnia and Herzegovina in south-eastern Europe on Balkan Peninsula. 

• The Bosnian War that occurred between 1992–1995, witnessed a period of displacement and eth-

nic cleansing of Bosnian Muslims and Bosnian Croats by the Bosnian Serb army and paramilitary 

forces. 

 

68. 15th India- European Union (virtual) summit 

 In News: 

• India- European Union (EU) to hold virtual summit 

 Focus areas: 

• India and EU to restart free trade agreement (FTA) negotiations - Bilateral Trade and         Invest-

ment Agreement (BTIA) 

• To conclude several agreements including - a roadmap for cooperation, an agreement on research 

sharing for civil nuclear cooperation and launch a maritime security dialogue as well as negotia-

tions between Europol and the CBI. 

• Medical developments on vaccines and treatment. 

 Do you know? 
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• EU is India‟s largest trading partner and investor, and accounts for 11% of India‟s global trade. 

• EU had welcomed India‟s election to the UN Security Council next year. 

• EU has reservations about the model "Bilateral Investment Treaty" (BIT) that India has proposed, 

especially on dispute mechanisms in Indian courts. 

• Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement is a Free Trade Agreement between India and EU, which 

was initiated in 2007. 

 

69. Turkey converts Hagia Sophia museum into a mosque 

 In news: 

• Turkey's highest court allowed for the conversion of the nearly 1,500 year-old Hagia Sophia from a 

museum into a mosque. 

• The centuries-old structure, listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site, was originally a cathedral in 

the Byzantine empire before it was turned into a mosque in 1453, when Constantinople fell to 

Sultan Mehmet II‟s Ottoman forces. 

• In the 1930s, however, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the founder of the Republic of Turkey, shut down 

the mosque and turned it into a museum in an attempt to make the country more secular. 

• The change in status of the Hagia Sophia comes after repeated warnings from the international 

community, including UNESCO, to ensure that Turkey did not proceed with these plans. 

 History: Hagia Sophia 

• The construction of this iconic structure in Istanbul started in 532 AD during the reign of Justinian I, 

the ruler of the Byzantine Empire, when the city was known as Constantinople. The structure was 

originally built to become the seat of the Patriarch of the Eastern Orthodox Church and remained 

so for approximately 900 years. 

 

• In 1453, when Constantinople fell to Sultan Mehmet II's Ottoman forces, the Hagia Sophia was ran-

sacked by the invading forces and turned into a mosque shortly after. The structure of the 

monument was then subjected to several interior and exterior changes where Orthodox symbols 

were removed or plastered upon and minarets were added to the exterior of the structure. For a 

long time, the Hagia Sophia was Istanbul‟s most important mosque. 

• In 1934, Atartuk ordered that the Hagia Sophia be converted into a museum. It opened to the pub-

lic in 1935. 

 

 

70. Poseidon and Tsirkon (Zircon) hypersonic cruise missile 
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 In news: 

• Russian Navy will soon get hypersonic nuclear ¬weapons. 

• The weapons include - Poseidon underwater nuclear drone, designed to be carried by submarines, 

and the Tsirkon (Zircon) hypersonic cruise missile, which can be deployed on surface ships. 

 

 Istanbul Convention to combat violence against women 

 About 

• The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and do-

mestic violence, better known as the Istanbul Convention, is a human rights treaty of the Council 

of Europe against violence against women and domestic violence. 

• The convention aims at prevention of violence, victim protection and “to end with the impunity of 

perpetrators”. 

 In news: 

• Poland to withdraw from Istanbul Convention. It alleged that the convention was “harmful” be-

cause it required schools to teach children about gender. 

• The ruling law and Justice (PiS) party and its coalition partners are closely aligned to the Catholic 

Church, and the government has promised to promote traditional family values. 

 

71. Ethnic community / tribe in news: Masalit community 

 Why in news? 

• Over 60 people were massacred in Sudan‟s Darfur region. 

• About 500 armed men targeted the Masalit community in west Darfur‟s Masteri town. 

• Conflict between the nation's dominant Arab rulers and the African ethnic communities demanding 

greater autonomy. 
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Map activity - Locate the following 

1. Khartoum, capital of Sudan 

2. Darfur 

3. Red Sea 

4. Bordering countries 

 

72. Place in news: Okavango Delta, Botswana 

 Why in news? 

• In the past two months, hundreds of elephants have died mysteriously in Botswana‟s Okavango 

Delta. 

• The cause of the deaths is yet to be established. However, poaching has been ruled out since the 

dead elephants were found with tusks. 

• Several live elephants appeared to have been weak, lethargic and skeletal, with some showing 

signs of disorientation, difficulty in walking or limping. 

About Okavango Delta 

• It is one of the very few major interior delta systems that do not flow into a sea or ocean. 

• This delta comprises permanent marshlands and seasonally flooded plains. 

• The delta covers part of Kalahari Desert and owes its existence to the Okavango (Kavango) River. 

• It is home to some of the occurring most endangered species of large mammal, such as the chee-

tah, white rhinoceros, black rhinoceros, African wild dog and lion. 
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 About Botswana: 

• It is a landlocked country in Southern Africa. 

• Its 70% territory is covered by Kalahari Desert. 

• Botswana has the largest elephant population, estimated to be around 130,000. 

• It is Africa's oldest continuous democracy. 

 


