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SULTANPUR LODHI TOWN 
 

 
 

NEWS 

 A town in Punjab‘s Kapurthala district, Sultanpur Lodhi, is at the centrestage of the 
550th birth anniversary celebrations of Guru Nanak Dev, founder of the Sikh religion. 

The Guru Nanak Dev link 

 It was in Sultanpur Lodhi that the Sikhism founder is believed to have attained enlight-
enment. 

 The janamsakhis depict the birth stories or biographies of Guru Nanak Dev written to-
wards the end of the 16th century. 

 It is said that he was a changed man after he took a dip in the rivulet Kali Bein that 
flowed through the middle of the town, and disappeared for three days. 

 The Guru said that he had seen the ―navkhand‖. Those days, geographers had divided 
the earth into nine continents. 

 It is after this episode in Kali Bein that Guru Nanak said he had seen all the nine conti-
nents. 

Legacy 

 Historians say it was in Sultanpur Lodhi that Guru Nanak came into intimate contact 
with Islam. 

 The janamsakhis depict the tension between a section of the clergy and Guru Nanak 
following his enlightenment. 

 His utterances were not received kindly by the qazi. 
 He complained to Daulat Khan Lodhi (then governor of Lahore) that Nanak was being 

blasphemous. 
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 Janamsakhis claim Daulat Khan Lodhi became very fond of Nanak and defended him 
against critics. 

 Today the town is home to several gurdwaras in the memory of Guru Nanak. 
 Most of them were commissioned during the Khalsa empire when the Sikh rulers staked 

out the places associated with Guru Nanak and built gurdwaras there. 

Architectural history 

 Sultanpur Lodhi was a major centre of Buddhism from the first century to the sixth cen-
tury when it was called Sarwmanpur. 

 In the 11th century, the town was founded by Sultan Khan Lodhi, a general of 
Mohammad Ghaznavi. 

 Sikander Lodhi, assigned the construction of Sultanpur to Daulat Khan in the 15th cen-
tury. 

 It was the central point in the trade route between Delhi and Lahore. 
 A footnote in Babarnama, the autobiography of Mughal emperor Babur, mentions Dau-

lat Khan Lodhi as the founder of the town. 

World Congress of Poets 2019: 

 

 
 

 
39th edition of WCP is being held at Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology and Kalinga Institute 

of Social Sciences (KIIT & KISS) in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. 

Founded in 1969. 

This is the third time WCP is being hosted in India. Previously, it was held in Chennai in 1986 and 

2007. 

Theme: "Compassion through Poetry". 

The eligibility criteria for poets to be participating in the Congress are as follows: 

1. The poet should have minimum of one book published with an ISBN. 
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2. The poet should have a recommendation letter from a poetry society that is legally established and 

has a legal existence. 

SATNAMI REBELLION 

 

 In the history of revolts and rebellions, 1672 holds a special significance. 

Satnami Rebellion 

 In 1672, the Satnamis — a sect comprising peasants, artisans and untouchables — re-
belled against the mighty Mughal Empire. It all began with a small quarrel. 

 A Satnami youth, cultivating his field, got into a fight with a party of Mughal nobles, 
which resulted in his slaying by a Mughal pyada or a foot soldier. 

 In retaliation, the foot soldier was killed by the Satnami community. This happened in 
what is today‘s Mahendragarh district in Haryana. 

 Following the two murders, the local Mughal official sent a troop of soldiers to arrest 
those who had killed the foot soldier. But the community drove them away. 

 Emboldened, the Satnamis attacked Narnaul, the main township in the area and de-
stroyed the Mughal garrison. They even set up their own administration. 

An armed struggle 

 The Satnamis marched towards Shahjahanabad (old Delhi), armed with the latest 
European-designed muskets that their leader had taught them to make. 

 Though the Satnamis fought bravely, they lost the battle and 2,000 Satnamis were 
killed. 

What triggered the Satnamis? 

 The killing of the youth may have been the immediate trigger, the reasons for the revolt 
were to do with the growth of the Satnami sect. 

 The entrenched caste structure of the era forced marginalized groups to join the fold 
and they protested against the high taxation policies. 

 Their rise was seen as a threat by the supporters of the Mughal administration, the up-
per castes. 
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Why is the rebellion significant? 

 Though the rebellion was crushed, its memory endures to this day. 
 That a group of marginalized people fought the systemic oppression in society, estab-

lished a new community and defended it. 

Back2Basics 
Who were the Satnamis? 

 Historians have called the Satnamis a monotheistic sect who followed neither Hinduism 
nor Islam and whose scriptures emphasised leading a life based on good conduct 
rather than on rituals and dogma. 

 Many may find this hard to believe but the Mughals were actually protective of the caste 
system. 

 As a result, the high castes continued to inflict the worst atrocities on the peasants, arti-
sans, untouchables and tribals. 

Satnami women 

 They were the ―invisibles‖ in Mughal India. Whether Brahmin, Rajput or Muslim, they 
were forbidden to be seen by any man other than their own. 

 In contrast, the Satnami women dressed up like men, worked in farms and also joined 
men to fight the Mughal soldiers. 

BATHUKAMMA FESTIVAL 

 
 

• Bathukamma is a colorful and vibrant festival of Telangana and celebrated by women, with flowers 

that grow exclusively in each region. This festival is a symbol of Telangana‟s cultural identity. 

• The festival begins a week before the grand 'Saddula Batukamma' (the grand finale of the Batu-

kamma festival) which falls two days before Dussehra. 

• Bathukamma is a beautiful flower stack, arranged with different unique seasonal flowers most of 

them with medicinal values, in seven concentric layers in the shape of temple gopuram. 
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• Batukamma celebrates the inherent relationship between earth, water and the human beings. 

 

NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATURE 
 

  
 

• Austria's Peter Handke won the 2019 Nobel Prize for Literature, and the postponed 2018 award went 

to Polish author Olga Tokarczuk. 

• Austria's Peter Handke won the 2019 prize for "for an influential work that with linguistic ingenuity 

has explored the periphery and the specificity of human experience". 

• Polish author Olga Tokarczuk won the 2018 prize - delayed by one year after a sexual assault scandal 

rocked the award-giving Academy - for "a narrative imagination that with encyclopaedic passion 

represents the crossing of boundaries as a form of life." 

 

• Olga Tokarczuk, the 15th woman to win the Nobel Literature Prize, also won the International 

Booker Prize in 2018. 

• The Nobel Prize in Literature is a Swedish literature prize that is awarded annually, since 1901. 

• It is awarded to an author from any country who has produced "in the field of literature the most out-

standing work in an ideal direction". 

 

SAINTHOOD TO KERALA NUN 
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News 
• Kerala-born Catholic nun Mariam Thresia was recently declared a saint by Pope Francis in Rome. 

• She is the third nun and fourth clergy member from Kerala-based Syro-Malabar Church, one of the 

prominent eastern churches under the Vatican, to be canonized into the league of saints. 

• Here is a look at Mariam Thresia, sainthood and its long-winded process, and those waiting to be 

elevated as saints in India. 

Mariam thresia 
• Mariam Thresia was born in the Chiramel Mankidiyan family in Puthenchira village of Thrissur dis-

trict in 1876. She died in 1926 at the age of 50. 

• She began a life of prayer at an early age, and longed for a life of seclusion. 

• As she led the life of mystic, Thresia worked to provide solace to the sick, and offered charity to the 

poor in the village. 

• She wanted to become a nun, and joined the Order of Franciscan Poor Clares. 

• Later, upon realizing that she wanted to lead a life dedicated to prayers, Thresia, in 1913, formed a 

community “House of Solitude” along with a few others. 

• That was the beginning of the Congregation of Holy Family, which later grew into a prominent reli-

gious congregation of nuns. 

• In 1975, the Church began the process of her canonization. She was declared venerable in 1999 and 

was beatified in 2000. 

What sainthood means 
• It is titled that is conferred posthumously. Once a person is canonized as a saint, he or she is vener-

ated in the Church. 

• Then, churches and church-run institutions can be named after such persons, and Christian children 

can adopt the names of these saints at the time of baptism. 

• The relics of the person declared as saint are venerated, and festivals are held in their names. Their 

places of birth, death, and burial become centers of pilgrimage. 

• The Catholic Church has a very long list of saints that has been under preparation from the beginning 

of the Church. 

• Saints in the early centuries after Christ had been martyrs who died after persecution by the Roman 

Empire. 

• Later, those who lived pious lives and stood for the Christian faith were also made saints. 

• There are popes, cardinals, bishops, priests, nuns, ordinary men and women among the long list of 

saints. 

Making of a saint 
• The making of a Catholic saint is a long process. 

• The early saints did not go through any formal procedures, but in the 17th century, the Church intro-

duced guidelines for declaring a person as saint. 

• The guidelines were subsequently revised. 

Saints in India 

• With the elevation of Mariam Thresia as saint, there are now 11 saints connected with the country, 

according to the official data of the Church. 

• Of the eleven, Gonsalo Garcia, born in India to Portuguese parents in Mumbai in 1557, is considered 

to have been the first India-born saint. 
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• In 2008, Kerala-born Sister Alphonsa was declared as the first woman Catholic saint from India. 

Mother Teresa had a fast-track to sainthood when she was canonized in 2016. 

Waiting in a long queue 
• In the category of the Blessed, a step before that of sainthood, there are six individuals at the mo-

ment. 

• They include Devasahayam Pillai, a Hindu layman who converted to Christianity, hailing from 

Nagercoil in Tamil Nadu. He died in 1752. 

• In the category of Venerable, there are 11 persons from across the country. 

• And there are 42 persons from the Catholic Church in the country in the list of Servants of God. 

 

BAUL MUSIC 

  

In News 
• A three day long festival of Baul songs named Indo-Bangla Baul Music Festival attended in Dhaka 

which was organized to observe the 129th death anniversary of Baul saint Fakir Lalon Shah. 

• Baul Music is a form of folk music, unique to Bangladesh and West Bengal of India. 

• The word Baul means “afflicted with the wind disease” and the Baul singers are traditionally wander-

ing minstrels singing their particular form of folk music. 

• The lyrics and music are soul searching, quite comparable to the genre of Sufi music. 

• In 2005, the Baul tradition of Bangladesh was included in the list of Masterpieces of the Oral and In-

tangible Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO. 

Q.) Baul music is predominant in which state / region of India? 

a. Andhra Pradesh 

b. Gujarat 

c. West Bengal 

d. South india 

REMBRANDT 
 

In News 
• In 2019, India and the Netherlands will commemorate Rembrandt's 350th death anniversary with a 

showcase that will celebrate the two countries' culture and heritage. 

• Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn (1606 - 1669) was a Dutch draughtsman, painter and printmaker. 

He is generally considered one of the greatest visual artists in the history of art and the most important 

in Dutch art history. 

• Rembrandt was interested in Mughal miniatures, especially around the 1650s. 
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• He made 25 drawings based on Mughal miniatures from India during 1656 to 1661, at the height of 

his career. This is in spite of the fact that the Dutch artist never set foot on Indian soil. 

• These miniatures include paintings of Shah Jahan, Akbar, Jahangir and Dara Shikoh. 

• They may also have influenced the costumes and other aspects of his works. 

2019 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage 

Conservation: 
Sixteen projects from five countries - Australia, Bhutan, China, India and New Zealand - have been 

recognized by the international Jury of conservation experts in this referring awards. 

Significance: The UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation Program recog-

nizes the efforts of private individuals and organizations that have successfully restored and conserved 

structures and buildings of heritage value in the region. 

 

 Awardees from India include: 

Award of Distinction: 

• Vikram Sarabhai Library, Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, India. 

 Award of Merit: 

• Keneseth Eliyahoo Synagogue, Mumbai, India. 

• Our Lady of Glory Church, Mumbai, India. 

 Honourable Mention: 

• Flora Fountain, Mumbai, India. 

 

KHON Ramlila 
 

 

News 
• The Culture Department of Uttar Pradesh government is going to organize the country's first training 

and performance program of world famous KHON (Khon) Ramlila. 

Khon ramlila 

• KHON Ramlila of Thailand is included in the list of UNESCO's Intangible cultural heritage and it's a 

form of masked dance depicting the scenes of Ramlila. 

• It has no dialogues and background voices narrate the whole story of Ramayana. 

• KHON Ramlila‟s performance is also a visual delight famous for its beautiful attire and golden 

masks. 

Q) KHON RAMLILAis predominantly associated with which country / region? 

a. Thailand 



 

 
                     

                                         
                                                                                                  

BY KULDEEP RATHI AND TEAM9 

 

b. Vietnam 

c. South korea 

d. None of the above 

 

 Rangdum Monastery 

 

News 
• The Rangdum monastery in Ladakh in Kargil district could soon be given the status "monument of 

national importance" by the Archaeological Survey of India. 

Rangdum Monastery 

• It is a Tibetan Buddhist monastery belonging to the Gelugpa sect, located on top of a small but steep 

sugarloaf hill at an altitude of 4,031 m (13,225 ft) at the head of the Suru Valley, in Ladakh. 

• The 18th century monastery is "perched picturesquely on a top of a hillock like an ancient fort". 

• The main highlight of the monastery is its central prayer hall with an amazing collection of Tibetan 

and other artifacts. 

• Apart from the monastery, the Rangdum locality, located 130 km from Kargil town, also serves as 

the base for various trekking routes. 

About ASI 

• The ASI is an Indian government agency attached to the Ministry of Culture. 

• It is responsible for archaeological research and the conservation and preservation of cultural monu-

ments in the country. 

• It was founded in 1861 by Alexander Cunningham who also became its first Director-General. 

 

 Dutch connection of Kerala 
News 
• The King of the Netherlands Willem-Alexander and his wife Queen Maxima has arrived in Kochi. 

On a state visit 

• King Willem-Alexander, who ascended to the throne in 2013 after the abdication of his mother, and 

Queen Maxima are in India on their first-ever state visit to the country on the invitation of President 

Kovind. 
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• As part of their five-day tour in India, the royals are flying down to Kerala, a state that has a long cul-

tural relationship with the Dutch on account of European colonization. 

The Dutch connection to Kerala 

• After gaining independence from Spain in the 16th century, the Dutch initiated attempts to establish 

colonies across the world and one of their main targets was southern India due to the presence of 

spices. 

• Seeking to get their share of the pie, ships carrying Dutch merchants and generals arrived on the 

shores of Malabar in the early 17th century. 

• They were bolstered by the Portuguese, who had by then set up extensive trade relationship with the 

local kings in Malabar, Cochin and Travancore. 

• Dutch generals were greeted warmly in Malabar by the king and the local people as the latter had be-

gun to be frustrated with the Portuguese. 

Quest with Portuguese 
• The first trade treaty between Dutch Admiral Van der Haghen and the Zamorin of Kozhikode was 

signed in 1604. 

• Over the next century and a half, the Dutch fought several wars with the Portuguese in a bid to annex 

territories such as Cochin (now Kochi) and Quilon (now Kollam) and establish their own fortresses 

and trading ports. 

• The most striking effects of the Dutch rule in Kerala can be seen in Kochi, which had emerged as an 

important hub for spice trade. 

• Dismantling the Portuguese-built structures, the Dutch established their own symbols, paving streets 

named after flowers and redesigning the town. 

Popular culture 
• A marvellous palace in Mattancherry, gifted by the Portuguese to the Cochin Kings in 16th century 

but renovated by the Dutch, is now popularly known as the Dutch Palace. 

• It is built with „nalukettu‟ in Kerala style of architecture and has a temple dedicated to a Goddess in 

the middle. 

• It underwent extensive renovation ten years ago and houses extensive murals and portraits of the 

Cochin Kings. 

• The Palace on Bolghatty island was built by the Dutch as a residence for its commander in 1744 and 

is considered to be one of the oldest existing palaces built by the Dutch outside the Netherlands. 

• Today, it is a heritage holiday resort run by the state tourism department. The Dutch cemetery in Fort 

Kochi, consecrated in 1724, is also a marker of the Dutch occupation of Kochi. 
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SKANDAGUPTA 

 
  

Context: Union home minister Amit Shah recently inaugurated an international seminar on the role 

of Gupta dynasty emperor Skandagupta at Banaras Hindu University in Varanasi. Extolling the great-

ness of Skandagupta, Shah said history has been unfair to Gupta period rulers. 

The Gupta period is known as the golden period of ancient Indian history and Skandagupta Vik-

ramaditya is known as the savior of India as he successfully fought the battle against the invading 

Huns. 

Who is Skandagupta? 
1. He ascended the throne in 455 AD and ruled till 467 AD. 

2. During the 12 year rule, he not only defended the great culture of India but also from external ag-

gression and defeated the Huns (Bhitari pillar inscription), who had invaded India from the north west. 

3. By defeating Pushyamitras during his initial years of ascendancy, Skandagupta proved his ability to 

rule and took upon himself the title of Vikramaditya. 

4. The Junagadh rock, which contains inscription of the earlier rulers Ashoka and Rudradaman, has an 

inscription engraved on the orders of Skandagupta‟s governor Parnadatta. The inscription states that 

Skandagupta appointed governors of all provinces, including Parnadatta as the governor of Surashtra. 

5. Skandagupta issued five types of gold coins: Archer type, King and queen type, Chhatra type, Lion-

slayer type and Horseman type. 

6. His silver coins are of four types: Garuda type, Bull type, Altar type and Madhyadesha type. 
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VEER SAWARKAR 

  
 
Context: Had it not been for Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, the 1857 uprising would have been 

viewed through the lens of the British, Union Home Minister Amit Shah said recently. 

 Who is Veer Savarkar? 

1. Born on May 28, 1883 in Bhagur, a city in Maharashtra‟s Nashik. 

2. In his teenage, Savarkar formed a youth organization. Known as Mitra Mela, this organization was 

put into place to bring in national and revolutionary ideas. 

3. He was against foreign goods and propagated the idea of Swadeshi. In 1905, he burnt all the foreign 

goods in a bonfire on Dussehra. 

4. He championed atheism and rationality and also disapproved orthodox Hindu belief. In fact, he even 

dismissed cow worship as superstitious. 

5. In his book, The History of the War of Indian Independence, Savarkar wrote about the guerilla war-

fare tricks used in 1857 Sepoy Mutiny. 

6. The book was banned by Britishers, but Madam Bhikaji Cama published the book in Netherlands, 

Germany and France, which eventually reached many Indian revolutionaries. 

7. He was arrested in 1909 on charges of plotting an armed revolt against the Morle-Minto reform. 

8. He also Worked on abolishment of untouchability in Ratnagiri. Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar also com-

pared his work to Lord Buddha. 

9. He founded the two-nation theory in his book „Hindutva‟ calling Hindus and Muslims two separate 

nations. In 1937, Hindu Mahasabha passed it as a resolution. 

10. It was in year 1964, when Savarkar declared his wish to attain Samadhi and started hunger-strike 

on February 1, 1966 and passed away on February 26, 1966. He believed that his purpose of life is 

solved as India has gained independence. 

11. In 2002, Port Blair Airport at Andaman and Nicobar‟s Island was renamed after Veer Savarkar In-

ternational Airport. 
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GURU RAVIDAS 

  
 

Context: Yielding to the protests against the Supreme Court-directed demolition of a Guru Ravidas 

temple in south Delhi, the center has agreed to allot the same site to the devotees to construct a new 

temple. 

 Who is Guru Ravidas? 
1. He was a poet and saint of the Bhakti movement. 

2. Born in Varanasi to the 'untouchable' leather tanners caste. 

3. He is believed to be a disciple of the bhakti saint-poet Ramanandaand a contemporary of the bhakti 

saint-poet Kabir. 

4. One of his famous disciples was the saint, Mirabai. 

5. Ravidas' devotional songs were included in the Sikh scriptures, Guru Granth Sahib. 

6. The Panch Vani text of the Dadupanthi tradition within Hinduism also includes numerous poems of 

Ravidas. 

7. Ravidas taught removal of social divisions of caste and gender, and promoted unity in the pursuit of 

personal spiritual freedoms. 

8. Among Ravidas's moral and intellectual achievements were the conception of "Begampura", a city 

that knows no sorrow; and a society where caste and class have ceased to matter. 

Shirui lily festival 
Context: Shirui Lily Festival inaugurated in Manipur. 

• Shirui Lily Festival is an annual five-day state festival celebrated in Ukhrul district to spread aware-

ness about the endangered state flower „Shirui Lily‟ as well as to promote Ukhrul district as a potential 

tourist destination in Manipur. 

• The festival was celebrated by the locals in their own level till 2016, when the State Government in 

2017 declared that Shirui Lily festival would be celebrated in state level. 

• Shirui Lily, or Lilium mackliniae, is the State Flower of Manipur found only in the upper ranges of 

Shirui Hills in Ukhrul district of Manipur. 
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PETTA THULLAL 

  
• PettaThullal, the ritualistic sacred dance to celebrate the victory of good over evil in the legend of 

Lord Ayyappa who killed the demon princess Mahishi, which denotes the beginning of the last leg of 

the annual Sabarimala pilgrimage season. 

• Blanket ban has been mooted on chemical powder, the bespattering of which constitutes an indispen-

sable part of the PettaThullal ritual. 

• A study by the Kerala State Pollution Control Board (PCB) has pointed to the presence of hazardous 

metals, including lead, arsenic, and cadmium, in this powder. 

• Besides causing skin troubles, it pollutes the soil and often gets washed into the waterbodies where 

the chances of these potent chemicals entering the human body are very high 

• Plans are afoot to promote organic varieties of the brightly colored powder as an alternative to 

chemical powder. 

TANAJI MALUSARE 
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 News 
• A movie is being released on Tanaji Malusare who is popularly remembered in Maharashtra for the 

Battle of Sinhagad that took place in the year 1670. 

Battle of Sinhagad, 1670 

• In the year 1665, the treaty of Purandar was signed between Jai Singh and Shivaji. 

• Amongst several demands, the treaty had required the Maratha ruler to give up Fort Kondhana to the 

Mughals. 

• Located near Pune, the fort was one of the most heavily fortified and of high strategic importance. 

• After it was taken over by the Mughals, the fort was guarded by Rajput, Pathan and Arab troop 

guards and was said to be impenetrable. 

• The idea of Mughals taking control of the fort is said to have deeply disturbed and enraged Shivaji‟s 

mother Jijabai. 

• Upon knowing this, Shivaji entrusted Tanaji, the only man he could think of capable of reconquering 

the fort Kondhana at any cost. 

In folklore 

• A fierce battle is said to have taken place between the Rathore and Tanaji. The two clashed for long. 

Malusare was gravely wounded in the fight and died 

• Enraged by the death of his general, the Marathas fought under the leadership of his brother, Suryaji 

Malusare, and eventually vanquished the enemy. 

• The fort was renamed as Singhagad (lion‟s fort) by Shivaji to honor Tanaji. 

Digital Bharat Digital Sanskriti 

• Union Ministry of State for Culture & Tourism has launched the E-Portal of CCRT 'Digital Bharat 

Digital Sanskriti' and CCRT YouTube Channel. 

• This will enable dissemination of cultural education through digital interactive medium into the 

classrooms all over the country. 

• For this initiative, CCRT has tied up with Routes 2 Roots, an NGO, for connecting seamlessly all the 

CCRT Regional Centers i.e., Guwahati, Udaipur and Hyderabad. 
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Deepotsav Mela: 

  
The Uttar Pradesh government has granted the status of state fair to the Deepotsav Mela to be held in 

Ayodhya during Deepavali. 

The festival, in which over 5.5 lakh lamps will be lit on October 26, will be held at an estimated cost 

of ₹ 133 crore. 

HISTORICAL PORT IN ANDHRA PRADESH 
1. The first round of excavation at the site near the banks of the Swarnamukhi river in Andhra 

Pradesh's Gottiprolu, about 80 km from Tirupati and Nellore, unearthed a huge settlement surrounded 

by a brick enclosure (fortified settlement) 

2. A maritime trade center based out of a fortified settlement may have had a trade guild with its own 

army to protect its interests around 2,000 years ago, according to the Archaeological Survey of India 

officials involved in the excavation of the site. 

3. The excavation unearthed brick-built structures in elliptical, circular and rectangular shapes. The 

size of bricks (43 to 48 cm) can be compared to those in the Satavahana / Ikshvaku period structures in 

the Krishna valley, according to the ASI. This means the site may date back to 2nd century to 1st cen-

tury BCE. 

4. A four-armed 2-meter tall sculpture of Vishnu was unearthed at the site that can be dated back to the 

Pallava period (8th Century CE), looking at its features like head gear and drapery. 

5. The excavation also unearthed a series of broken terracotta pipes that fit into each other, pointing 

towards a form of drainage. 

6. ASI had excavated about 10% of the site and would start on the second round of excavations in No-

vember or December, when more evidence was likely to be unearthed. 

 

IK ONKAR 
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News 
• In a unique gesture to mark 550th birth anniversary of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji, Air India has depicted 

Sikh religious symbol „Ik Onkar‟ on the tail of one of its aircraft. 

• The national carrier has put the symbol on its Boeing 787 aircraft which will fly on October 31 from 

Amritsar to Stansted, UK. 

• Ek Onkar means “God is One”. The symbol is an emblem of the Sikh religion and is found on Gurd-

waras (Sikh temples) around the world. 

• The gesture is unique as the national carrier has never depicted any religious symbol on its planes 

 

PUSKARAM FESTIVAL 

  
 

WHY IN NEWS 
• Guwahati is marking the inauguration of the 12-day Brahmaputra Pushkar and Sanskritik Mahotsav. 

• Devotees from Tamil Nadu will perform the rituals at the banks of Brahmaputra river. 

Pushkaram 
• Pushkaram is an Indian festival dedicated to worshiping of rivers. 

• It is also known as Pushkaralu (in Telugu), Pushkara (in Kannada) or Pushkar. 



 

 
                     

                                         
                                                                                                  

BY KULDEEP RATHI AND TEAM18 

 

• It is celebrated at shrines along the banks of 12 major sacred rivers in India, in the form of ancestor 

worship, spiritual discourses, devotional music and cultural programmes. 

• The celebration happens annually, once in 12 years along each river. 

• Each river is associated with a zodiac sign, and the river for each referring festival is based on which 

sign Jupiter is in at the time. 

Significance of the festival 
• The transit of Jupiter in 2018 was marked by the entry of Pushkaram in the river Tamiraparani on 

October 12 last year. 

• The planets were in a unique constellation, the phenomenon occurring after 144 years. 

• This year, the transit of Jupiter will signal the movement of Pushkaram from Tamiraparani to the 

Brahmaputra. 

• The end-phase will be celebrated for three days at Kurukkuturai and the waters taken to Guwahati, 

where it will be consigned to the Brahmaputra. 

BHAONA 

  

News 
• Assamese Bhaona to make an English debut in Abu Dhabi 

• Bhaona - a mythology-based theatrical performance - a 500-year old traditional Assamese art form 

propagated by Vaishnavite saint and reformer Sankardeva. 

• It is for the first time that Bhaona would be presented in English for an international audienceto 

popularize the Vaishnava theatrical performance for global art connoisseurs, and familiarize them with 

Assamese culture and traditions 

• Sankardeva needed to connect with his Assamese masses, who did not expect the divine characters of 

his plays to speak in the common man‟s language. So he created the Brajavali, a literary language lim-

ited to theatrical usage 

Do you know? 
• Sattriya is one of the eight Indian Classical dance traditions. The dance was introduced in 15th cen-

tury by a great Vaishnava Saint MahapurushShankardev in Assam. 
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• It was primarily a monastery dance and later on evolved as a distinctive dance form and spread 

across Assam. 

• It has been for centuries, nurtured and preserved with great commitment by the Sattras i.e. Vaishnava 

maths or monasteries. Because of its religious character and association with the Sattras, this dance 

style has been aptly named Sattriya. 

Q) Bhaona, an India performing artis predominant in which region / state of India? 

a. Gujarat 

b. Ladakh 

c. Assam 

d. None of the above 

 

Q) Consider the following statements about Sattriya 

1. Sattriya is one of the eight Indian Classical dance traditions. 

2. The dance was introduced in 15th century by a great Vaishnava Saint MahapurushShankardev in 

Ladakh. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 Paramahansa yogananda 

  
 

WHY IN NEWS 
• The Union Minister for Finance released a special commemorative coin on Paramahansa Yogananda 

to mark his 125th birth anniversary. 

Paramahansa yogananda 

• Paramahansa Yogananda (1893–1952) is considered one of the preeminent spiritual figures of mod-

ern times. 
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• Author of the best-selling spiritual classic Autobiography of a Yogi, this world teacher came to 

America in 1920 from his native India and was the first great master of yoga to live and teach in the 

West. 

• He is now widely recognized as the Father of Yoga in the West. 

• He founded Self-Realization Fellowship (1920) and Yogoda Satsanga Society of India (1917), which 

continue to carry on his spiritual legacy worldwide. 

 

Thotlakonda monastery: 

  
Why in News? The mahastupa of the 2,000-year-old Buddhist heritage site of Thotlakonda, recon-

structed in 2016 by the state archaeology department, has collapsed during the recent torrential rain-

fall. 

Key facts: 
• Thotlakonda Buddhist Complexis located near Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh, India. 

• Thotlakonda was well within the influence of ancient Kalinga, which was an important source of dis-

semination of Buddhism to Sri Lanka and various parts of Southeast Asia. 

• The excavations have established the existence of a Hinayana Buddhist complex which flourished 

2000 years ago. 

• The excavations reveal Satavahana dynasty lead and Roman silver coins indicating foreign trade; ter-

racotta tiles, stucco decorative pieces, sculptured panels, miniature stupa models in stone, and Buddha 

footprints were also found. 

• The excavations also yielded twelve inscriptions in the Brahmi script. 

 Excavation by ASI in Gottiprolu, Andhra Pradesh 
• The 1st phase of excavation by a team of ASI at Gottiprolu near Naidupeta in Nellore (now renamed 

as Sri Potti Sri Ramulu) district, AP has discovered the remains of a huge settlement surrounded by a 

massive brick enclosure. 

About the Site 
• The site of Gottiprolu lies on the right bank of a distributary of river Swarnamukhi about seventeen 

kilometers east of Naidupet and eighty kilometers from Tirupati and Nellore. 

• Detailed topographical study and drone images have helped in identifying an early historic settlement 

surrounded by a fortification and the possibility of a moat encircling it. 

• The fortification is very much clear on the eastern and southern sides of the mound while its other 

arm seems to have been leveled as a result of modern settlements. 
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• The excavation revealed the presence of brick-built structures in different sizes and forms. 

• Other major retrieved antiquities are unearthed copper and lead coins, iron spearhead, stone celts, 

terracotta beads, ear stud in semi precious stone and hopscotches. 

How old is the site? 
• The available brick sizes (43 - 48 cms) are comparable with the Satavahana / Ikshvaku period struc-

tures in Krishna valley i.e. Amaravati and Nagarjunakonda. 

• On the basis of the brick size and associated findings they can be placed anywhere between 2nd - 1st 

century BCE or little later (nearly 2000 years old). 

Various discoveries 

Brick enclosure wall 
• The most outstanding discovery is of massive sized brick enclosure wall at the southern part of the 

mound. 

  
• This structure is of baked bricks and exposed to a length of more than 75 meters with an average 

width of about 3.40 meters, which rise to a height of nearly 2 meters and runs in a curvilinear pattern 

towards the northern end of the mound. 

• Another interesting find is the small rectangular brick tank exposed near the inner lining of the 

curved brick structure. 

 
Stone Vishnu Idol 
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 Subsequent excavations conducted around the image revealed it to be a life size image 
of Vishnu measuring about 2 meters in height. 

 It displays a four-armed Vishnu standing over a pedestal carrying chakra and conch in 
his upper right and left hands respectively. 

 The lower right is in bestowing boon and the left hand in katihastha (resting on the hip) 
posture. 

 The iconographical feature like the elaborate headgear, thick holy thread and decorative 
drapery dates it to Pallava period (circa 8th CE). 

Female terracotta figurine 

 

 Other interesting antiquity retrieved is the molded female terracotta figurine with two 
hands lifted upwards. 

Conical Jars 
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 Interesting pottery finds are the base of conical jars placed at the eastern side of the 
structure. 

 Such conical jars are widely distributed in Tamil Nadu and considered to be imitated va-
riety of Roman Amphorae jars. 

 A series of broken terracotta pipes fitted into one another revealed about the civic 
amenities maintained by the occupants of this site. 

Drainage system 

 

 The drainage system pattern is understood by the exposed remains of the drainage at 
the site. 

 The findings of assorted stone tools of Palaeolithic and Neolithic periods from secon-
dary contexts suggest that prehistoric people also occupied this area. 

Significance of the site 

 These settlements could have been an important trade centre as indicated by the pres-
ence of imitated amphorae wares that were mostly used to transport liquid commodities. 

 The proximity of the site to the seacoast suggests that the site could have served as a 
strategic settlement involved in maritime trade. Further research will reveal interesting 
facts about the site as trade centre. 

 Explorations conducted in and around Gottiprolu within a radius of 15 kilometers re-
vealed important vestiges viz., fortified early historic settlement at Puduru, Sunbrahma-
nya temple at Mallam, unique rock-cut laterite stepped well at Yakasiri, Vishnu temple 
at Tirumuru. 
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 Further the entire seacoast on the east is dotted with various forms of antiquarian re-
mains extending from Tamil Nadu and culturally linked with each other. 

 The two fortified townships within the gap of 15kms during early historic times indicates 
the significant strategic location was preferred by the early historic people for trade in 
the region keeping in view of proximity of the sea, River and Lake Pulicat. 

Q) Consider the following statements about Kanyakumari 

1. It was called Cape Comorin during British rule in India. 

2. Many also call it as Koodal as it is located at the confluence of three oceans Bay of Bengal, Arabian 

Sea and Indian Ocean. 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

 

UNESCO CREATIVE CITIES 

  

News 
• Two Indian cities has now been officially designated as a Unesco Creative City– Hyderabad in Gas-

tronomy category, Mumbai in Film category. 

• It is among the 66 new cities named by the Unesco in the list of new Creative Cities, which aims at 

pushing the Sustainable Development Goals through innovative thinking and action. 

• The designation of Hyderabad in the creative cities' list would bring new opportunities and turn the 

focus on the city's rich culinary heritage and tradition. 

• The industry employs 12% of the Hyderabad city‟s population either directly or indirectly. 

Objective of UCCN 
• They work together towards a common mission: placing creativity and the creative economy at the 

core of their urban development plans to make cities safe, resilient, inclusive and sustainable, in line 

with the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

The 7 categories for recognition under UCCN are as follows- 
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• Crafts and Folk Arts 

• Design 

• Film 

• Gastronomy 

• Music 

• Media Arts 

• Literature 
 

 Previously, 3 Indian cities were recognized as members of UCCN namely- 

• Jaipur-Crafts and Folk Arts (2015) 

• Varanasi-Creative city of Music (2015) 

• Chennai-Creative city of Music (2017) 

UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) 
• UCCN was created in 2004 to promote cooperation with and among cities that have identified crea-

tivity as a strategic factor for sustainable urban development. 

• The 180 cities which currently make up this network work together towards a common objective: 

placing creativity and cultural industries at the heart of their development plans at the local level and 

cooperating actively at the international level. 

 

 

 

Q) Consider the following statements about UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) 

1. UCCN was created in 2004 to promote cooperation with and among cities that have identified crea-

tivity as a strategic factor for sustainable urban development 

2. Hyderabad and Bengaluru has now been officially designated as a UNESCO Creative City 

Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 Chavang Kut Festival 

 
News 
Chavang Kut 
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• Chavang Kut the post-harvest festival of the Kuki-Chin-Mizo communities is being celebrated across 

North-Eastern states with traditional gaiety and enthusiasm. 

• The festival marks the Anglo-Kuki war centenary year. 

• In Manipur, Mizoram and Assam and other parts of the country, the festival is organized every year 

as thanksgiving for a bountiful harvest. 

• It is one of the most important festivals of Kuki-Chin-Mizo communities. It is a state holiday in Ma-

nipur. 

Note: Not to be confused with Chapchar Kut 

Chapchar kut 

• The Chapchar Kut is a festival of Mizoram, India. It is a spring festival celebrated with great favor 

and gaiety. 

• It is celebrated during March after completion of their most arduous task of jhum operation i.e., jun-

gle-clearing. 

Q) CHAVANG KUT is a festival celebrated predominantly in which regions / state of India? 

a. Jammu & Kashmir 

b. Manipur 

c. Rajasthan 

d. None of the above 

 

Kung Fu Nuns of the Drukpa Order 

 

News 
• Union Minister of State for Tourism and Culture met the Kung Fu Nuns of the Drukpa Order. 

• The Kung Fu Nuns recently received the Asia Society's prestigious Game Changer Award in New 

York for their path-breaking work to empower women and dismantle gender stereotypes in the Hima-

layas. 

Who are the Kung Fu Nuns? 
• The Kung Fu Nuns are a strong community of 700 nuns and growing, with a thousand-year-old 

Drukpa legacy. 

• They represent a new generation of Buddhists who use their teachings to take real action and effect 

meaningful change in the world by promoting gender equality and environmentalism. 
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• The Nuns use Jigme as their first name and the meaning of Jigme is 'fearless'. 

• With this recognition, the Kung Fu Nuns join the likes of iconic Indian leaders Indra Nooyi, Mukesh 

Ambani, and Dev Patel, who have also been honored by the Asia Society. 

Drukpa Order 
• The Kung Fu Nuns are the fearless daughters of India who represent a new generation of Buddhists 

using spirituality to inspire real-life action & impact. 

• Harnessing the ancient martial art to build strength, promote equality, and improve communities, 

they are inspiring young girls to break stereotypes and be their own heroes. 

• They belong to the Drukpa Lineage, a thousand-year-old Buddhist tradition that began in the Hima-

layas. 

• The Gyalwang Drukpa, the spiritual leader and founder of the Drukpa order, encouraged his nuns to 

train in Kung Fu to build confidence as leaders. 

• In doing so, he flouted centuries of Buddhist tradition that barred nuns from physical exercise. 

• They are the only Buddhist nuns in the world to practice Kung Fu. The nuns use their martial arts 

expertise to challenge gender roles in India‟s conservative culture. 

About Asia Society Game Changer Awards 

• Established in 1956, the Asia Society is a nonpartisan, non-profit educational institution. 

• It holds offices in Hong Kong, Houston, Los Angeles, Manila, Melbourne, Mumbai, NYC, San Fran-

cisco, Seoul, Shanghai, Tokyo, Washington DC and Zurich. 

• The society is dedicated to promoting mutual understanding and strengthening partnerships among 

people, leaders and institutions of Asia and the United States in a global context. 

• Each year, the Asia Society honors individuals, organizations, or movements that have inspired, 

enlightened, and shown true leadership in areas that reflect Asia Society's core pillars of policy and 

business, arts and culture, and education. 

Ratnam Pen 

  
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has gifted German Chancellor Angela Merkel an exquisite handloom 

woollen khadi stole from Ladakh and a Ratnam pen. 

• The Ratnam Pen, named after K.V. Ratnam (originally from a family of goldsmiths in Rajahmun-

dry), was made iconic by Mahatma Gandhi. 

• The pen was made in 1934 by Ratnam, by using indigenous materials upon Mahatma Gandhi‟s re-

quest to create a „swadeshi‟ (locally made) pen. Mahatma Gandhi had written over 31,000 letters in his 

quest to take India to its freedom. Many of these letters were written using Ratnam Pen. 
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• It is produced even today in its original form by K.V. Ratnam and Sons - Ratnam Ballpen Works, 

owned by Ratnam's descendants. Even today, it has a barrel for filling ink using a dropper and the 

Genius Iridium Nib from Germany. 

Q) Consider the following statements about Ratnam Pen 
1. The pen was made in 1934 by Ratnam, by using indigenous materials upon Mahatma Gandhi‟s re-

quest to create a „swadeshi‟ (locally made) pen 

2. It is produced even today in its original form which has a barrel for filling ink using a dropper and 

the Genius Iridium Nib from Germany. 

Which of the following statements is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

 

 

 

Nomad film festival 

  

In News 
• “Challenging the stigma. Changing the narrative ”is the motto of the Nomad Film Festival. 

• One of India‟s most sharply focussed, the festival is dedicated to showcasing films dealing with the 

de-notified and nomadic tribes of the country. 

• The idea is to harness cinema in directing focus on their struggles and problems, to change the mind-

set of people about them and help fight the slurs and blots associated with them; misconceptions like 

they are criminal tribes, thieves and law-breakers. 
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• The films could be about identity politics but the larger aim is to help the tribal people find a strong 

creative voice. 

• However, the acuteness of the festival's vision and its commitment also makes it disadvantaged in 

another way because there are very few films made on the de-notified tribes, nomads or gypsies. 

About Denotified tribes 
• The term, 'De-notified and Nomadic Tribes', can be traced to the Criminal Tribes Act (CTA) of 1871. 

• The colonial government notified nearly 200 tribal communities to be hereditary criminals and sub-

jecting them to constant harassment by the administration. 

• After India gained independence, these tribes were 'de-notified' from the list of Criminal Tribes, and, 

hence, the term 

• The CTA was repealed and the Habitual Offenders Act (HOA) was enacted in various states. 

• Given their centuries-old tradition of constant movement, they often do not possess any residential 

proof, which leaves them out of the majority of the government‟s schemes. 

• To address various issues faced by them, the first National Commission for Denotified, Nomadic and 

Semi-nomadic Tribes (NCDNT) was constituted in 2003, and reconstituted two years later under the 

chairpersonship of Balkrishna Renke, which submitted its report in 2008. 

• The recommendations found an echo in the Idate Commission, constituted with the similar mandate 

in 2015. 

 

Q) Idate Commission and Renke Commission dealt with which of the following areas? 

a. Reorganization of States on linguistic basis 

b. Repealing of AFSPA in North-eastern India and Kashmir. 

c. Identification & welfare of De-Notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Communities 

d. Women and Child Empowerment 

Thiruvalluvar: 

  
Context: Recently, the Tamil Nadu BJP kicked up a controversy by tweeting a picture of the ancient 

Tamil saint Thiruvalluvar in a 'Hindu' style, replacing his usual white shawl with a saffron one, and 

adding Hindu symbols such as 'vibhuti' in the picture. 

 

Who is he? 
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• Thiruvalluvar is a celebrated Tamil poet and philosopher whose contribution to Tamil literature is the 

Thirukkural, a work on ethics. 

• He is thought to have lived sometime between the 4th century BC and the 1st century BC. 

• The Tamil poet Mamulanar of the Sangam period mentioned that Thiruvalluvar was the greatest 

Tamil scholar. 

  

fall of Berlin Wall 

 

News 
• Today marks 30th anniversary of the fall of Berlin Wall and Google has celebrated this with a doo-

dle. 

The berlin wall 
• It was a concrete barrier that cut across and divided the city of Berlin from 1961 to 1989 and was 

constructed in the aftermath of the Second World War. 

• After the Wall was fully dismantled in 1989, it led to the reunification of a divided Germany and its 

people. 

• However it also came to symbolize the fall of the 'Iron Curtain' that had divided the Eastern Bloc 

from Western Europe during the Cold War. 

Why was it built? 

Germany‟s defeat 
• After Germany's defeat in the war, the Allied powers - the US, the UK, France and the Soviet Union 

- took control of Germany's territorial borders and divided it into four zones managed by each Allied 

power. 

• The capital Berlin was also subjected to this division, despite the city falling mostly inside the zone 

controlled by the Soviet Union. 

• Two years after the Allied powers had gained control of Germany, political divisions arose between 

the Allied powers and the Soviet Union over several socio-political aspects that were meant to deter-

mine Germany‟s future. 

The Marshall Plan 
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• The most contentious of all however, was the proposal for the extension of the Marshall Plan, a re-

construction plan signed by then US Prez Harry Truman in 1948. 

• The plan aimed to provide economic assistance to Western Europe for reconstruction efforts after the 

Second World War. 

• The Soviet Union under Joseph Stalin did not approve of this plan because the proposal did not align 

with Stalin‟s vision of a united communist Germany within the Eastern Bloc. 

The Berlin Blockade 
• The Berlin Blockade in 1948 set the ground for the start of the construction of the Berlin Wall and in 

1949 the Soviet Union declared the existence of the German Democratic Republic, also known as East 

Germany. 

• In 1961, the borders between East and West Germany were closed, and the division cost common 

people their homes, families, jobs and changed their lives irrevocably, creating two separate nations 

built on different socio-political and economic ideologies. 

• This was separated by blocks of concrete that were collectively 140 km longIt took almost three dec-

ades for the Berlin Wall to come down. 

Why did the Berlin Wall fall? 

• Civil unrest across East and West Germany put pressure on the East Germany administration to 

loosen some travel restrictions. 

• Günter Schabowski, a political leader in East Germany had been tasked with the job of announcing 

the easing of travel restrictions but had not been given full information regarding when the new travel 

regulations. 

• At a press conference on November 9 when Schabowski was asked when the new regulations would 

be put into effect, he stated that it was with immediate effect. 

• East Germans who were listening to the live news broadcast rushed to the checkpoints at the Berlin 

Wall in droves, seeking entry. 

• Armed guards at the checkpoints had not been given instructions on how to handle the crowds and 

outnumbered checkpoint guards began allowing people to cross without any significant checks. 

• Crowds began climbing on top of the Berlin Wall and the atmosphere changed entirely. It was the 

day the Berlin Wall was brought down. 

Global consequences of the Fall of the Berlin Wall 

Formation of EU 
• After the fall of the Berlin Wall, decades of separation and unaligned socio-economic development 

brought several differences between East and West Berlin to the fore. 

• Eastern Europe was dramatically altered with political changes requiring a reexamination of alliances 

within Europe. 

• These changes resulted in the Maastricht Treaty of 1992 that led to the formation of the European 

Union in 1993. 

Rise of Asian Tigers 

• Following the end of the WW II and the Korean War, East Asia and Southeast Asia were slowly be-

ginning to emerge from the ravages of the wars, relying on what was left of colonial infrastructure and 

post-colonial economic assistance. 

• Many relied on China for economic support to build their own economies over the next decade. 
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• Of the nations in the region, Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan and South Korea came to be known as 

the 'Asian Tigers', and became models for good governance and development and "miracle" econo-

mies. 

• Their socio-economic models of development were so robust that these countries escaped relatively 

unscathed from the Asian Financial Crisis of 1997. 

Ris of regional powers 
• After the Soviet Union collapsed, China witnessed an unprecedented rise in importance not only in 

the region, but also in the world political order. 

• The Soviet Union's collapse also affected Cuba and its economy which was reliant on financial sub-

sidies from Moscow. 

Birth of Taliban 
• The fall of the Berlin Wall also coincided with Russia‟s withdrawal from Afghanistan. 

• Despite the wishes of Soviet-backed Afghanistan President Mohammad Najibullah, Soviet troops 

began withdrawing from the country. 

• The Mujahideen began their offensives against the Afghan army with more vigor knowing that the 

army did not have the support of Soviets anymore. 

• Civil unrest and war continued in the country with the fall of the Najibullah government in 1992 and 

was ongoing till the Taliban came to power in 1996 and brought even more war and unrest in Afghani-

stan. 

Dhrupad 
News 
• Dhrupad maestro and Padma Shri awardee Ramakant Gundecha, 56, is no more. 

• Dhrupad is a genre in Hindustani classical music. It is one of oldest forms of compositions in classi-

cal Indian music. 

• Dhrupad is a Sanskrit name, derived from words dhruva (permanent) and pad (verse) and in combi-

nation it means "pillar". 

• The roots of Dhrupad are ancient and it is mentioned in Natyashastra (200 BCE - 200 CE). It is also 

described in other ancient and medieval Sanskrit texts, such as Bhagavata Purana (~ 800–1000 CE). 

• The nature of Dhrupad music is spiritual and does not seek to entertain, but to induce feelings of 

peace and spirituality in the listener. It is primarily a form of worship, in which offerings are made to 

the divine through sound or Nada. 

• Dhrupad was initially sung only in the temples, the singer facing the Lord. From this early chanting, 

it evolved into a sophisticated classical form of music. One important characteristic of Dhrupad is the 

emphasis on increasing purity of the Raga. 

 

Suranga Bawadi on world monument watch list 
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News 

Suranga bawadi 
• Suranga Bawadi, an integral part of the ancient Karez system of treated water through subterranean 

tunnels built during Adil Shahi era in Vijayapura, is now set to get funding for restoration. 

• A New York-based non-governmental organization has included it in the World Monument Watch 

List for 2020 along with 24 other monuments from across the world. 

• With this, the Suranga Bawadi is expected to get funds for restoration within the next two years. 

• The NGO would also coordinate with the authorities concerned for restoration and create public 

awareness on its importance. 

What is Karez System? 
• Karez is a method of irrigation in which groundwater is tapped by a tunnel. 

• After running for some distance the tunnel comes out in the open and the water is conducted to the 

command area. 

• According to historians, the Adil Shahis built the magnificent underground system to supply water to 

the city, which had a population of nearly 12 lakh then. 

• Though the Karez system was built in the 16th century by Ali Adil Shah – I, his successor, Ibrahim 

Adil Shah – II, brought in several changes by adding more structures to strengthen it. 

 

About World Monuments Fund 
• The monument has been selected under the 'Ancient Water System of the Deccan Plateau' by World 

Monuments Fund [the NGO], which monitors restoration of ancient monuments across the globe. 

• It works in collaboration with the local stakeholders, including the district administration, the ASI, 

and local explorers of ancient monuments, in highlighting the need for the restoration of ancient 

monuments. 

Back2Basics 

World Monuments Watch 
• Every two years WMF publishes the World Monuments Watch (formerly the World Monuments 

Watch List of 100 Most Endangered Sites). 

• Since the first list was compiled in 1996, this program has drawn international attention to cultural 

heritage sites around the world threatened by neglect, vandalism, armed conflict, commercial devel-

opment, natural disasters, and climate change. 

• Through the World Monuments Watch, WMF fosters community support for the protection of en-

dangered sites, and attracts technical and financial support for the sites. 
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National Mission on Cultural Mapping (NMCM) 

 
News 
The Minister of State of Culture and Tourism provided certain information regarding the NMCM in 

the Lok Sabha. 

National Mission on Cultural Mapping 
• National Mission on Cultural Mapping (NMCM) has been set up by the Ministry of Culture in 2017. 

• Mission will compile data of artists, art forms & geo location with inputs from Central Ministries, 

State Governments & art / culture bodies. 

• Specially designed data capture form with technical collaboration of National E-Governance Divi-

sion (NEGD) / Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MEITY) has been formulated for 

data collection. 

• Data from art and culture academies of the ministry of culture has been collected and will be entered 

into database after due correction. 

RENAMING OF AGRA 
News 
In another dramatic move after renaming Allahabad, the UP government is seeking to change the name 

of Agra to Agravan. 

Agra and Agravan 
• The Greek astronomer, mathematician and geographer Claudius Ptolemy who lived in the 2nd cen-

tury AD in the city of Alexandria in the Roman province of Egypt, is believed to be the first person to 

refer to the city of "Agra". 

• In this it is easy to recognize the Yamuna, the river which after passing Delhi, Mathura, Agra, and 

other places, joins the Ganges, of which it is the largest affluent at Allahabad. 

• This was the account written by Ptolemy in his well known work 'Geographia' (The Geography), ac-

cording to an 1885 translation by JW McCrindle titled, 'Ancient India as Described by Ptolemy'. 

Deriving the name 
According to a thesis the earliest reference to Agra appears in the Mahabharata, where it is referred to 

as "Agravana". 
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• The thesis argued that in sources predating the Mahabharata, the city has been referred to as Arya 

Griha, or the home of the Aryans. 

• A / c to historians Agra derived its name from the Hindi word „agar‟, which means „salt pan‟. 

• The city is a part of Brijbhoomi the land associated with the birth and legendary activities of lord 

Krishna ”. 

• Ptolemy might have thought that Agra was named after a Hindu king Agramesh or Agrameshwar, the 

thesis argued. 

• An alternative view holds that Agra was founded by Maharaja Agrasen or Ugrasen, the great grand-

father of Krishna. 

Establishment of the city 

• It is generally accepted that Agra was both an ancient city from the times of the Mahabharata and yet 

nevertheless Sultan Sikandar Lodi, the Muslim ruler of the Delhi Sultanate, founded Agra in the year 

1504. 

• The website says that the "golden age" of the city began with the Mughals, when it was known as 

Akbarabad. 

• It served as the capital of the Delhi Sultanate in the early 16th century. 

• After the decline of the Mughal Empire, the city came under the influence of the Marathas, and be-

gan to be called Agra, according to the website. 

• Agra has historic linkages with Shauripur of Jainism and Runukta of Hinduism of 1000 BC. 

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre and its aftermath 

 

News 
Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial (Amendment) Bill, 2019 has been passed by the Parliament after 

it was passed in Rajya Sabha today. 

About the Bill 
• It seeks to make apolitical the trust that runs Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial by removing the 

clause pertaining to the President of INC as a permanent member of the trust. 

• The Bill also amends to include the Leader of Opposition recognized as such in the House of the 

People (Lok Sabha). 

• However, there is no such leader of opposition, then the leader of the single largest opposition party 

in that house as a member of the trust. 

• The Bill also amends that a nominated trustee may be terminated before the expiry of the period of 

five years by the Central Government. 

RANI LAXMIBAI 
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Context: 19th November 2019 marks the 191st birth anniversary of Rani Lakshmibai. 

 About Rani Lakshmibai: 
• Born on November 19, 1828, as Manikarnika Tambe in 

• Rani was married to the King of Jhansi, Raja Gangadhar Newalkar in 1842. 

 The war between the British and Rani Lakshmibai: 

• She had a son Damodar Rao, who died within four months of his birth. Following the death of the 

infant, her husband adopted a cousin's child Anand Rao, who was renamed Damodar Rao a day prior 

to the death of the Maharaja. 

• Lord Dalhousie refused to acknowledge the child and applied the Doctrine of Lapse, and annexed the 

state. However, the Rani refused to accept the Lord Dalhousie‟s decision. 

• This led to a fight between the two. The Rani of Jhansi gave a tough fight to the British during the 

two weeks siege of the city. 

• The queen died while fighting a squadron of the 8th Hussars under Captain Heneage, on June 18, 

1858, in Kotah-ki-Serai near the Phool Bagh of Gwalior. 

 What was the Doctrine of Lapse? 
The Doctrine of Lapse was an annexation policy followed widely by Lord Dalhousie when he was In-

dia‟s Governor-General from 1848 to 1856. 

• According to this, any princely state under the direct or indirect (as a vassal) control of the East India 

Company where the ruler did not have a legal male heir would be annexed by the company 

• As per this, any adopted son of the Indian ruler could not be proclaimed as heir to the kingdom. This 

challenged the Indian ruler's long-held authority to appoint an heir of his choice. 

 
British architecture in India 
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News 
The Central government has kick-started its ambitious plan of redeveloping the three-km-long 
Central Vista and Parliament. 
Lutyens’ Delhi 

 Lutyens‘ Delhi is an area in New Delhi, India, named after the British architect Sir Edwin 
Lutyens (1869–1944), who was responsible for much of the architectural design and 
building during 1920s and 1940s. 

 This also includes the Lutyens Bungalow Zone (LBZ). 
 Sir Edwin Lutyens, the architect of Delhi, designed 4 bungalows in the Rashtrapati Bha-

van Estate, (Viceroy House Estate); now, these bungalows lie on the Mother Teresa 
Crescent (then Willingdon Crescent). 

 Sir Herbert Baker, who also designed with the Secretariat Buildings (North and South 
Block), designed bungalows on the then King George‘s Avenue (south of the Secretari-
ats) for high-ranking officials. 

 Other members of the team of architects were Robert Tor Russell, who built Connaught 
Place, the Eastern and Western Courts on Janpath, Teen Murti House, etc. 

 It is on the 2002 World Monuments Watch list of 100 Most Endangered Sites made by 
World Monuments Fund, a heritage organization based in New York. 

Why redevelop the area? 

 The British built Parliament House and the North and South Blocks, which contain the 
offices of the Ministries of Finance, Home, Defence and External Affairs, between 1911 
and 1931. 

 Post-1947, the government of independent India added office buildings such as Shastri 
Bhavan, Krishi Bhavan and Nirman Bhavan. 

 While the British-built buildings are not earthquake-proof, the buildings that came up af-
ter 1947 are prone to fires. 

 
 

EXCAVATION AT KARIM SHAHI IN KUTCH 
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NEWS    
 

A recent study has revealed that a large river once flew across the Great Rann of Kachchh and 

the sand hills of Thar Desert. 

Karim Shahi region 

 The items collected from the Karim Shahi region revealed that humans occupied that region 

from Early Iron Age to the Early Historic (3,100 – 2,300 years) period. 

 This period was considered to be archaeologically silent and was often marked as „Dark Age‟ as 

there was no evidence of settlements. 

Possible migrants from IVC 

 The Bronze age Indus Valley civilization started declining around 4,000 years and finally col-

lapsed at 3,300 years before present. 

 After that they might have learned iron smelting which needed better skills yet no large scale or-

ganised cities have been found during the Iron Age. 

 At another site called Vigakot, the team also found evidence of Historic to Medieval (about 

1,500 – 900 years old) settlement. 

 The geological explorations has found artefacts like pitchers, jewellery, jars, figurines. 

 Using modern luminescence and radiocarbon methods, the team tried to date them, which re-

vealed that these items were the earliest to be found in the presently arid Rann of Kutch and the 

Thar Desert. 

Who were these people? 

 The Karim Shahi region was found to be very close to sea-level and based on the artefacts col-

lected it has been pointed out that this region could have been a local trade center. 

 The people are believed to have traded jewellery and pottery. 

 Also, Chinese and Persian pottery were found at the Vigakot site indicating that it was a hub for 

a long-distance trade both through sea and land from China through India to West Asia. 

But how did settlements continue in presently arid landscape? 

 Monsoon was declining from about 7,000 years ago and this climate change was already causing 

an exodus. 
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 Harappan people already adopted water conservation techniques in their own ways. But the mi-

gration perhaps continued beyond, from Early Iron Age till medieval time. 

 Sedimentological observation revealed that below these settlements, there was evidence of river-

ine system. 

 Carbon isotopes and pollens in these sediments revealed that there was gradual increase in grass-

lands and plant communities that thrive in arid environments. 

 Data suggested that aridification continued and people inhabited wherever some rainfall or river 

system existed. And all these happened probably due to natural monsoon decrease. 

GAMOSA 

 
 News 
 It is rectangular cloth, typically of red and white, used in a variety of ritual actions in Assamese cul-

ture.  

 It is valued as a gift for visitors, used as a scarf, anti-dust mask, wrapped around the head as a turban. 

 Conservationists are now banking on this cultural icon to carry forward the message of turtle conserva-

tion, with gamosas woven with turtle images. 

 This has been done under a project initiated by the Wildlife Conservation Society/Turtle Survival Alli-

ance and funded by the Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund. 

 A part of the money from this gamosa would go to conservation of rare turtles such as the Assam 

Roofed Turtle (Panghshurasylhetensis). 

Do You Know? 
 Assam‟s „Gamosa‟ and a semi-glutinous winter rice variety Chokuwa have earned the coveted geo-

graphical indications (GI) recognition in 2019 as proof of their unique geographical origins, thereby 

getting legal protection to prevent their unauthorized use.  

 The Muga silk was the state‟s first product to get the tag in 2007. In 2015, the pungent KarbiAnglong 

ginger and the juicy Tezpur litchi got the recognition. 
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CULTERAL ARTEFACTS 

Context 
 Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison will bring three cultural artefacts, during his 2022 

visit to India. The sculptures include a pair of dwarapalas from Tamil Nadu and one nagaraja or 

serpent king from either Rajasthan or Madhya Pradesh. 

Repatriation 
 The National Gallery of Australia (NGA) voluntarily returned them to India after establishing that they 

were stolen.  

 This „cultural repatriation‟ comes in the wake of a similar return of idols in 2016. Washington handed 

over around 200 sculpture pieces valued at $100 million to India. 

Artefacts 
 India‟s historical artefacts are a treasure-trove of a rich cultural legacy and religious significance. 

 They are strewn across far-flung lands as a result of decades of trafficking.  

 The most extensive and ruthless of smuggling rings is by Subhash Kapoor, who has taken the illicit 

trade in antiquities to a global scale.  

 The NGA and many U.S. museums and art galleries had obtained artefacts from Kapoor in good faith. 
 Rigorous provenance research had proved that their acquisition was a mistake. 

Issue of missing artefacts 
 We still see continued operations of idol thieves who are looting ancient temples. 

 We have to request foreign institutions collecting art to conduct a greater degree of due diligence be-

fore acquiring any Indian idols. 

 Even among Indian institutions, the inventory documentation of idols is poor.  

 Southern Tamil Nadu has many ancient temples situated in small, abandoned premises of a village. 

 Investigative reports have revealed the extent to which certain sections of law enforcement have abet-

ted the loot.  

Way ahead 
 Major institutional reforms are required to end the operations of smugglers. 

 India should leverage the power of the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and 

Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property.  

 Most major western nations are signatories. India should demand that they institute stricter vetting pro-
tocols for international trade in historical artefacts.  

Conclusion 
 Unless such multi-pronged action is taken by the government, targeting loopholes in domestic 

legislation and enforcement, idol trafficking will continue to erode India‟s invaluable cultural heri-

tage. 
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JNANPITH AWARD 

 

News 
 Eminent Malayalam poet Akkitham Achuthan Namboothiri, popularly known as Akkitham, has been 

chosen for the 55th Jnanpith Award. 

 A Padma Shri awardee, he has won several literary accolades including the Sahitya Akademi Award 

(1973), Kerala Sahitya Akademi Award (1972 and 1988), Mathrubhumi Award etc 

Jnanpith Award 
 It is given by Bharatiya Jnanpith, a literary and research organization based in Delhi. 

 It is given annually to an author for their “outstanding contribution towards literature”. 

 It is bestowed only on Indian writers writing in Indian languages included in the Eighth Schedule to 

the Constitution of India and English. 

 There are no posthumous conferral. Also only works published during the preceding twenty years is 

considered for the award. 

 The award consists of cash prize is ₹11 lakh and a Bronze replica of Saraswati, the Hindu goddess of 

knowledge and wisdom. 
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B R AMBEDKAR G 

 
Context 

 R. Ambedkar is remembered on his 63rd death anniversary on December 6, principally 
as the chief draftsman of the Indian Constitution. 

 But above all Ambedkar was a valiant fighter for the cause of the Dalits. 
 His strategies to achieve the goal of empowering Dalits shifted with changing contexts 

but the goal always remained the same: attaining equality with caste Hindus in all 
spheres of life. 

Ambedkar’s work for Dalit Empowerment 
Separate electorate 

 It was in pursuit of this goal that in the early 1930s he advocated a separate electorate 
for the Dalits. 

 This demand was accepted by British PM MacDonald in his Communal Award of 1932, 
which granted Dalits 18% of the total seats in the Central legislature and 71 seats in the 
Provincial legislatures to be elected exclusively by Dalits. 

 However, Ambedkar‘s success was short-lived because of Mahatma Gandhi‘s fast unto 
death against a separate electorate for Dalits, which he saw as a British ploy to divide 
Hindu society. 

Idea that never came to being 
 Ambedkar gave up his demand in return for an increased number of seats reserved for 

Dalits but elected by the general Hindu population. 
 However, Ambedkar regretted his decision because he soon realized that given the dis-

parity in the number of eligible voters between caste Hindus and Dalits was huge. 
 With disparity in their socio-economic status, very few of the elected Dalits would be 

able to genuinely represent Dalit interests. 

Defying untouchability 
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 Both Gandhi and Ambedkar abhorred untouchability, but the terms they used to de-
scribe the ―untouchables‖ demonstrated the wide gulf in their approaches to the issue. 

 Gandhi called them ―Harijan‖ (God‘s children) in order to persuade caste Hindus to stop 
discriminating against them. 

 For Ambedkar, this was a appeasing term and he used the nomenclature Dalit both to 
describe the reality of oppression and to galvanize his people to challenge and change 
the status quo. 

Ally with the Muslim League 
 In the second half of the 1930s Ambedkar considered the Muslim League a potential 

ally. 
 He concluded that if Muslims and Dalits acted jointly, they could balance the political 

clout of caste Hindus. 
 However, he was disillusioned after the Muslim League‘s Lahore Resolution of March 

1940 demanding a separate Muslim majority state. 
 He felt this undercut Dalit interests in two ways. First, if the Muslim League succeeded 

in gaining Pakistan, it would drastically reduce the Muslims‘ heft in Indian politics and al-
low caste Hindus a free hand in running the country. 

 Second, even if the bid for Pakistan failed, the Muslim League‘s demand for parity in 
representation with the Hindus effectively marginalized all other groups, especially the 
Dalits. 

Hindu code bill 
 After Independence Ambedkar made his peace with the Congress leadership believing 

that he could enhance Dalits‘ rights from within the power structure. 
 He became Law Minister and Chairman of the Constitution Drafting Committee. 
 He resigned from the Cabinet in 1951 when his draft of the Hindu Code Bill was stalled 

in Parliament because conservative Hindu members opposed it. 

Declining cause of Dalits 

 There are three major problems that continue to bedevil Dalit activism. 
 First, intra-Dalit differences based on sub-castes allows forces opposed to Dalit em-

powerment to divide Dalits and deny them the clout that they can wield in the Indian pol-
ity. 

 Second, interpersonal rivalry among Dalit politicians leads to the same result. 
 Third, the inability of the Dalit leadership to stick with their non-Dalit allies, especially in 

times of political adversity, makes them appear as unreliable political partners. 

Conclusion 
 Although he died a frustrated man, Ambedkar‘s devotion to the cause of Dalit empow-

erment has continued to galvanise Dalits until today. 
 This Dalit awakening is represented in student activism on university campuses as well 

as through the emergence of Dalit-based parties. 
 The most important lesson to learn from Ambedkar‘s repeated exhortations is that 

unless they remain united, the Dalits will be denied their due share of political power. 
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MAHARAJA DULEEP SINGH 

  
A member of parliament has made a demand in the Rajya Sabha to exhume the remains of 
Maharaja Duleep Singh from his grave in England, and have brought them to Amritsar. 
Maharaja Duleep Singh 
• Singh was the youngest son of Maharaja Ranjit Singh and the last ruler of Punjab. He 
was declared Maharaja of Punjab in 1843 at the age of five. 
• In 1849, after the second Anglo-Sikh war, Singh was forced to give up claims of sover-
eignty in exchange for a pension of £ 40,000 a year. He was 10 years old at that time. 
• In 1853, he converted to Christianity, and settled in the UK in 1854. 
• According to the Royal Collection Trust, in July of 1854, Singh was received by Queen 
Victoria at Buckingham Palace. 
• He is believed to have become a close friend of the royal family and during the summer of 
1854, visited them frequently at Osborne. 
Kohinoor connection 
• Significantly, in 1849, after the British defeated the Sikhs in the war, Singh was forced to 
sign a legal document that amended the Treaty of Lahore. 
• It required him to not only give up claims of sovereignty over the region, but also the Koh-
i-noor diamond. 
• The diamond eventually made its way to England, where the British East India Company 
presented it to the Queen. 
• The diamond is now a part of the British Crown Jewels kept in the Tower of London. 
Why are his remains in England? 
• In 1864, Singh married Bamba Müller in Cairo and then moved to Elveden in England. 
• Queen Victoria became the godmother of his eldest son, who was named Victor Duleep 
Singh after the Queen‘s eldest grandson Prince Albert Victor. 
• In 1886, he is said to have tried to return to India. He also re-converted to Sikhism. 
• He was refused permission to visit India by the British Secretary of State, and the recon-
version ceremony was performed in Aden, Yemen. 
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Death 
• After this, Singh lived in Paris and is believed to have sought the help of Irish revolutionar-
ies and Russians to launch a revolt against the British in Punjab. 
• He planned to launch the revolt from Pondicherry, which was a French territory then. 
• Ultimately, however, Singh was unsuccessful in doing so. While he died in Paris in 1893 
at the age of 55, his body was brought to England, where he was buried. 

PAIKAS MEMORIAL 

  

News 
• President Ram NathKovind laid the foundation stone for the Paika Memorial which will 
come up in a 10-acre plot at the bottom of Barunei Hill in Odisha. 
• The event marks 200 years of the Paika Rebellion of 1817, an uprising against the colo-
nial rule that predates the rebellion of the sepoys in 1857, and is sometimes described as 
the first war of independence. 
• The Paikas (pronounced "paiko", literally 'foot soldiers'), were a class of military retainers 
had been recruited since the 16th century by kings in Odisha from a variety of social 
groups to render martial services in return for hereditary rent-free land (nish-karjagirs) and 
titles. 
• The advent of the British and establishment of colonial rule brought new land revenue set-
tlements, which led to the Paikas losing their estatesmostly to Bengali absentee landlords 
• The British changed the currency system, demanding revenue payments in rupees, which 
increased pressure on the dispossessed, marginal tribals. 
• The British control over salt - which had pre-1803-4 origins, but was extended to coastal 
Orissa in 1814 - also meant increased hardship for the people in the region. 
• In 1817, some 400 Kondhsrose in revolt against the British under the leadership ofBak-
shiJagabandhuBidyadharMohapatraBharamarbar Rai, the highest-ranking military general 
of Mukund Dev II, and erstwhile holder of the lucrative Rodanga estate 
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• Paikas fought bloody battles at several places, but the colonial army gradually crushed 
the revolt. 
• BakshiJagabandhu escaped to the jungles, and stayed out of reach of the British until 
1825, when he finally surrendered under negotiated terms. 
Q) Consider the following statements about Paika rebellion 
1. The rebellion took place around present day Maharashtra State in 1817 and is some-
times considered as first war of independence. 
2. It was led by BakshiJagabandhu who fought the battle against British primarily for its 
land revenue & land settlement policies which disrupted tribal way of life. 
Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 
a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
 

MAHARAJA SURAJMAL 

  
A film based on the Third Battle of Panipat recently released. In the film, Maharaja of 
Bharatpur is shown as having denied help to the Maratha army, one of the factors leading 
to the Marathas' eventual defeat. 
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In a not so unusual course, various factions from Rajasthan and eastern UP have de-
manded a ban on the film. 

Who is Maharaja Surajmal? 
• Maharaja Surajmal was born in 1707 in the kingdom of Bharatpur, Rajasthan. 
• He ruled in the 18th century and was the son of the Jat chieftain Badan Singh. 
• He is described as ―a strong leader who harried the Mughal empire in the anarchic period 
of its decline, consolidated the kingdom with its capital at Bharatpur. 
• He used the resources gained to build forts and palaces, the most famous being the pal-
ace at Deeg and the Bharatpur Fort. 

The Third Battle of Panipat 
• The Third Battle of Panipat was fought between the Marathas and the invading armies of 
Afghan general Ahmed Shah Abdali in 1761. 
• The battle, fought about 90 km north of Delhi, was won by the Afghans and left about 
40,000 troops of the Marathas dead. 
• Maharaja Surajmal was among those who played key roles in the battle. 
• After the battle, the Marathas lost their preeminent position in north India, which ultimately 
paved the way for British colonial powers to take over. 

SHORE TEMPLE 

  
News 
• The shoreline on the northern side of the Shore Temple in Mamallapuram, Tamil Nadu is 
facing severe sea erosion. 
• The Public Works Department is awaiting funds to construct groynes for coastal protec-
tion at a cost of ₹ 95.95 crore. 
• According to PWD, every year, nearly 4-5 m of the shoreline near the temple is declining. 

Groynes 
• A groyne is a shore protection structure built perpendicular to the shoreline of the coast 
(or river), over the beach to reduce longshore drift and trap sediments. A groyne functions 
as a physical barrier by intercepting sand moving along the shore. 
• Rock is often used as construction material, but wooden groynes, steel groynes, rubble-
mound and sand-filled bag groynes, or groynes made of concrete elements can also be 
found. Rock groynes are generally preferred as they are more durable and absorb more 
wave energy due to their permeable nature. 
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Nehru-Liaquat Agreement of 1950 

  
Rejecting the Opposition's criticism that the CAB discriminates against minorities, the Union 
Home Minister has referred to the Nehru-Liaquat pact to justify the new legislation. 

The Nehru-Liaquat Pact 
• The Liaquat – Nehru Pact was a bilateral treaty between India and Pakistan, where refu-
gees were allowed to return to dispose of their property, abducted women and looted prop-
erty were to be returned, forced conversions were unrecognized, and minority rights were 
confirmed. 
• Jawaharlal Nehru and Liaquat Ali Khan were the Prime Ministers of India and Pakistan. 
• Officially the agreement was signed on April 8, 1950. 
• The need for such a pact was felt by minorities in both countries following Partition, which 
was accompanied by massive communal rioting. 
• In 1950, as per some estimates, over a million Hindus and Muslims migrated from and to 
East Pakistan amid communal tension and riots such as the 1950 East Pakistan riots and 
the Noakhali riots. 
 

Key takeaways of the plan 
• refugees were allowed to return unmolested to dispose of their property 
• abducted women and looted property were to be returned 
• forced conversions were unrecognized 
• minority rights were confirmed 
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INDIA CULTURE PORTAL 

  
News 
• Culture Minister unveiled a portal on Indian culture which brings together all the cultural 
resources of the country on one platform i.e. www.indianculture.gov.in 
• The Indian Culture Portal is a part of the National Virtual Library of India project, funded 
by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India. 
• The portal has been created and developed by the Indian Institute of Technology, Bom-
bay. 
• Data has been provided by organizations of the Ministry of Culture (such as the National 
Archives of India, Gandhi Smriti and DarshanSmriti, Archaeological Survey of India and In-
dira Gandhi National Center for the Arts) and curated by Indira Gandhi National Open Uni-
versity. 
• The portal currently has details on 90 lakh items, including manuscripts, archives, re-
search papers, audio books and folk tales with some of them dating back to 4000 years 

National Mathematics Day: Tribute to S. Ramanujan 

  
News 
• December 22, the birth anniversary of India‘s famed mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan, 
is celebrated as National Mathematics Day. 
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• Ramanujan was born in 1887 in Erode, Tamil Nadu (then Madras Presidency) in an Iyen-
gar Brahmin family. 
• At age 12, despite lacking a formal education, he had excelled at trigonometry and devel-
oped many theorems by himself. 
• Living in dire poverty, Ramanujan then pursued independent research in mathematics. 
• In 1914, Ramanujan arrived in Britain who worked with GH Hardy and in 1917, Ramanu-
jan was elected to be a member of the London Mathematical Society. 
• His work in the number theory is especially regarded. He was recognized for his mastery 
of continued fractions, and had worked out the Riemann series, elliptic integrals, hyper-
geometric series, and the functional equations of the zeta function 
• Ramanujan could not get accustomed to the England's diet, and returned to India in 1919. 
Ramanujan's health continued to deteriorate, and he died in 1920 at the age of 32. 
• The Man Who Knew Infinity (2015) was a biopic on the mathematician. 

PERIYAR AND HIS ROLE 

  
Context 
Vaikom is associated with the name of the great Malayalam writer, Muhammad Basheer 
and also with an important satyagraha during the freedom struggle. In Tamil Nadu, it con-
jures up the figure of Periyar E.V. Ramasamy. 

Vaikom 
• Social Justice - Vaikom is a metaphor for social justice - when scores of satyagrahis 
from the Tamil country joined hands with their brethren in a heroic struggle. 
• Temple entry - It was in the princely state of Travancore. The four streets surrounding 
the temple of the presiding deity were out of bounds for Ezhavas and other castes counted 
as ritually lower. 
• T K Madhavan - In 1924, a satyagraha was launched against this injustice by T.K. Mad-
havan. In the initial stages, K.P. Kesava Menon and George Joseph led the struggle. Other 
prominent figures included Kurur Neelakanthan Namboodiri and Mannathu Padmanabhan. 
Towards the end, M.K. Gandhi reached Vaikom and gave it the finishing flourish. 

Leadership at a critical juncture 
• The satyagraha began with the active support of the Kerala Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee. 



 

 
                     

                                         
                                                                                                  

BY KULDEEP RATHI AND TEAM51 

 

• Within a week all its leaders were behind bars. George Joseph sought directions from 
Gandhi and C. Rajagopalachari. He also wrote to Periyar pleading with him to lead the sat-
yagraha. 
• Periyar was in the midst of political work. As he was then the president of the Tamil Nadu 
Congress Committee, Periyar handed over temporary charge to Rajaji before reaching Vai-
kom in 1924. 
• From that date to the day of the victory celebrations in 1925, he was in the struggle giving 
it leadership at a critical juncture. 

 
Periyar’s role 
• Against violence - Periyar presided over the satyagraha in the face of violence and 

indignity inflicted by the orthodox and the repression of the police. 

• Mobilizing - To mobilize support, he visited villages in and around Vaikom and deliv-

ered public speeches in several towns. 

• Gandhi - When the Kerala leaders asked for Gandhi's permission to make the satya-

graha an all-India affair, Gandhi refused saying that volunteers from Tamil Nadu would 
keep it alive. 

• In reports - the British Resident said in his report to the government of Madras: "In fact, 

the movement would have collapsed long ago but for the support it has received from out-
side Travancore…" 
• Historian T.K. Ravindran observes that Periyar's arrival gave "a new life to the move-
ment". 

Role in the Satyagraha 
• Argument - He made a cogent and compelling case for it. He used his wit and folk logic 
to punch holes in the argument of the orthodox. 

• Government repression - As his campaign met with an enthusiastic response, the 

government imposed prohibitory orders on him. The administration arrested him on May 
21. 

• Non-cooperation - Periyar refused to cooperate with the court saying that the trial 

was no more than an eyewash and braved the magistrate to inflict any punishment. 

• In the jail - Rajaji wrote in a letter to the Hindu that Periyar was condemned to “rig-

orous imprisonment and irons and jail clothing and to deprive him of all society to 

which other satyagraha prisoners were rightly perceived entitled is totally unjusti-

fiable”. 

• Fellow prisoner Kesava Menon wrote to the government expressing objection. The 

indignities continued until all the satyagrahis were released when the minor king 

Chithira Tirunal ascended the throne. 

At the forefront 
• Contribution - As president of the Tamil Nadu Congress Committee he arranged 

for a contribution of ₹ 1,000. 
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• Participation - He was part of every consultative meeting, peace committee, cam-

paign party, etc., including the eight-member deputation constituted to meet the 

Diwan. 

• With leaders - Every major personality who came to Vaikom met with Periyar. 

This included Swami Shraddhananda of the Arya Samaj. Rajaji met Periyar. Gan-

dhi too consulted him during his visit. Periyar was present in the small closed door 

meeting of Gandhi with Sree Narayana Guru. 

Outcome of Satyagraha 

• Partial victory - The satyagraha ended in partial victory in 1925: 3 out of 4 

streets were thrown open. 

• Final victory came 11 years later with the Travancore Temple Entry Proclamation 

of 1936. By that time, Periyar had become a bitter critic of Gandhi. Even his views 

on satyagraha changed. 

Conclusion 

• Periyar had arrived at Vaikom and had given a new life to a sagging movement. 

• He was jailed twice, and was the only person to be sentenced to rigorous imprison-

ment. 

• Apart from being the only leader from outside the state to be invited to the victory 

celebrations, he was even asked to preside over it. 

• Thiru.Vi. Kalyanasundara Mudaliar called him the Vaikom Veerar, the hero of Vai-

kom, even at the time of the struggle. 

Saptamatrikas: Earliest Epigraphic evidence for the cult found 

 

  
News 
• The Epigraphy Branch of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has discovered 

the earliest epigraphic evidence so far for the Saptamatrika cult. 
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• It is also the earliest Sanskrit inscription to have been discovered in South India as 

on date. 

• Saptamatrikas are a group of seven female deities worshipped in Hinduism as per-

sonifying the energy of their respective consorts. 

• The inscription is in Sanskrit and in Brahmi characters and was issued by Satava-

hana king Vijaya in 207 A.D. It was discovered in Chebrolu village in Guntur dis-

trict of Andhra Pradesh. 

• So far the Nagarjunakonda inscription of Ikshavaku king Ehavala Chantamula is-

sued during 4th century A.D. was considered the earliest Sanskrit inscription in 

South India 

Q) Consider the following statements about Saptamatrikas 
1. They are a group of seven female deities worshipped in Hinduism as personifying 

the energy of their respective consorts 

2. The earliest epigraphic evidence so far for the Saptamatrika cult was recently dis-

covered in Haryana which is also the earliest Sanskrit inscription of North India 

Which of the above statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Pt. Malaviya and his contributions 

 
  

December 25 is the birth anniversary of Madan Mohan Malaviya the famed Indian 

educationist and freedom fighter who is also called 'Mahamana'. 

Madan Mohan Malaviya 

• Born in Allahabad, Malaviya took early education under the 'pathshala' system, and 

was proficient in Sanskrit. 
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• In 1879, he approached from the Muir Central College (focused Allahabad Univer-

sity) and started working as a teacher at a local high school. 

Malaviya and INC 

• Drawn to politics, Malaviya joined the Indian National Congress at its Calcutta ses-

sion in 1886 - it had been founded a year earlier at the Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit 

College in Mumbai. 

• He one of the torchbearers of the freedom struggle - acting as a bridge between the 

Moderates and the Extremists in the Congress. 

• Malaviya rose up the ranks, and became president four times - in 1909 (Lahore), in 

1918 (Delhi), in 1930 (Delhi), and in 1932 (Calcutta). Malaviya was part of the 

Congress for almost 50 years. 

His legacy 
• Malaviya was one of the early leaders of the Hindu Mahasabha, and helped found it 

in 1906. 

• He was a social reformer and a successful legislator, serving as a member of the 

Imperial Legislative Council for 11 years (1909–20). 

• At the BHU, which he founded in 1916, he served as Vice-Chancellor from 1919 to 

1938. 

• Malaviya espoused free and compulsory primary education, opposed the system of 

indentured labor in the British Empire, and supported the nationalization of rail-

ways. 

• In the freedom struggle, Malaviya was midway between the Liberals and the Na-

tionalists, the Moderates and the Extremists, as the followers of Gokhale and Tilak 

were respectively called. 

• In 1930, when Mahatma Gandhi launched the Salt Satyagraha and the Civil Dis-

obedience Movement, he was involved in it and courted arrest. 

Recent honors 

• In 2015, the government bestowed Malaviya with the Bharat Ratna, India‟s highest 

civilian honor, 68 years after his death. 

• In 2016, the Indian Railways started the Varanasi-New Delhi Mahamana Express in 

the leader's honors. 

 

Q) Consider the following statements about Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya 

1. He was one of the early leaders of the Hindu Mahasabha, and helped found it in 

1906. 

2. He was staunch criticized Congress and opposed its policies & working style. 

3. He founded the Banaras Hindu University for which he served as Vice-Chancellor 

from 1919 to 1938. 
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Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1,2 and 3 

 

Vivekananda Rock Memorial: Golden Jubilee Celebrations 
 

 News 
• Vivekananda Rock Memorial is a monument in Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu at the 

Tri-junction of Indian Ocean, Bay of Bengal and Arabian sea. 

• It was built in 1970 in honor of Swami Vivekananda who is said to have attained 

enlightenment at this place in 1892, prior to his famous Chicago trip 

• The memorial consists of two main structures, the Vivekananda Mandapam and the 

Shripada Mandapam. The design of the mandapa incorporates different styles of 

temple architecture from all over India. 

 

Savitribai and Jyotirao Phule and thier legacy  
 

 
 

Yesterday, January 3rd was birth anniversary of one of India‟s first modern feminists 

and a social reformer Savitribai Phule. She is especially remembered for being In-

dia‟s first female teacher who worked for the upliftment of women and untouch-

ables in the field of education and literacy. 

Who was Savitribai Phule? 
• Phule was born in Naigaon, Maharashtra in 1831 and married activist and social-

reformer Jyotirao Phule when she was nine years old. 

• After marriage, with her husband's support, Phule learned to read and write and 

both of them eventually went on to found India's first school for girls called Bhide 

Wada in Pune in 1948. 

• Before this, she started a school with Jyotirao's cousin Saganbai in Maharwada in 

1847. 
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• Since at that time the idea of teaching girls was considered to be a radical one, peo-

ple would often throw dung and stones at her as she made her way to the school. 

• Significantly, it was not easy for the Phule's to advocate for the education of women 

and the untouchables since in Maharashtra a nationalist discourse was playing out 

between 1881-1920 led by Bal Gangadhar Tilak. 

• These nationalists including Tilak opposed the setting up of schools for girls and 

non-Brahmins citing loss of nationality. 

Her work 
• Essentially, both Jyotirao and Savitribai recognized that education was one of the 

central planks through which women and the depressed classes could become em-

powered and hope to stand on an equal footing with the rest of the society. 

• The Phules started the Literacy Mission in India between 1854-55. 

• They started the Satyashodhak Samaj (Society for Truth-Seeking), through which 

they wanted to initiate the practice of Satyashodhak marriage, in which no dowry 

was taken. 

• Because of the role played in the field of critical education, she is also considered to 

be one of the “crusaders of gender justice”. 

• Her books of poems "Kavya Phule" and "Bavan Kashi Subodh Ratnakar" were pub-

lished in 1934 and 1982. 

 

Inter-state border dispute: Maharashtra-Karnataka Belgaum tension 

  
News: 
• Recently Bus services between Kolhapur and Belgaum were suspended after the 

decades-old border dispute between Maharashtra and Karnataka flared up again. 

• Various Kannada organizations had staged a protest in Belgaum and burnt the ef-

figy of Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray. 
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Controversy 

• In 1957, slighted by the implementation of the States Reorganization Act, 1956, 

Maharashtra demanded readjustment of its border with Karnataka. 

• It invoked Section 21 (2) (b) of the Act, and submitted a memorandum to the Minis-

try of Home Affairs stating its objection to Marathi-speaking areas being added to 

Karnataka. 

• It claimed an area of 2,806 square miles that involved 814 villages, and three urban 

settlements of Belagavi, Karwar and Nippani with a total population of about 6.7 

lakh, all part of the Mumbai Presidency before independence. 

• The villages are spread across Belagavi and Uttar Kannada in north-western Karna-

taka, and Bidar and Gulbarga districts in north-eastern Karnataka - all bordering 

Maharashtra. 

• When a four-member committee was formed by both states, Maharashtra expressed 

willingness to transfer predominantly Kannada-speaking 260 villages with a popu-

lation of about 3.25 lakh and total area of 1,160 square miles in lieu of accepting 

its demand for 814 villages and three urban settlements, which was turned down 

by Karnataka. 

Remember: 
• Karnataka declared Belagavi its second capital, holds its winter session at the newly 

constructed Vidhan Soudha, changed the name of Belgaum to Belagavi and also 

held the World Kannada Summit there - all in the last 15 years. 

• In 2004, Maharashtra approached the Supreme Court for a settlement under Article 

131 (b) of the Constitution. 

• Karnataka has questioned the suit. With one of the judges recusing, the court has to 

set up a new bench. 

Maharashtra’s claim: 
• Maharashtra‟s claim to seek the readjustment of its border was on the basis of con-

tiguity, relative linguistic majority and wishes of the people. 

• If the claim over Belagavi and surrounding areas was based on Marathi-speaking 

people and linguistic homogeneity, it laid its claim over Karwar and Supa where 

Konkani is spoken by citing Konkani as a dialect of Marathi. 

• Its argument was based on the theory of village being the unit for calculation and 

enumerated linguistic population in each village. 

• Maharashtra also points out the historical fact that the revenue records in these 

Marathi-speaking areas are also kept in Marathi. 

Karnataka’s position: 
• Karnataka has argued that the settlement of boundaries as per the States Reorgani-

zation Act is final. 
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• The boundary of the State was neither tentative nor flexible. 

• The State argues that the issue would reopen border issues that have not been con-

templated under the Act, and that such a demand should not be allowed. Initially, 

Karnataka was open to adjusting the border in the 10 mile belt from the drawn 

boundary. 

• Karnataka also points out that when Congress, which redrew its circles on linguistic 

basis in 1920, included Belagavi in the Karnataka Provincial Congress Committee. 

Besides, the States Reorganization Commission vested Belagavi with Karnataka. 
 

Way forward: 
• In 1960, both states agreed to set up a four-man committee with two representatives 

from each state. 

• Except on the issue of contiguity, the committee could not arrive at a unanimous 

decision, and related representatives submitted reports to their government. 

• Between the 1960s and 1980s, chief ministers of Karnataka and Maharashtra have 

met several times to find a solution to the vexed issue but with no avail. 

Central govt's stand: 
• In 1966, the center announced setting up a one-man commission under former Chief 

Justice of the Supreme Court of India Meher Chand Mahajan to look into border 

issues between Karnataka (then Mysore state) and Maharashtra. 

• The commission was also asked to look into Karnataka's demand for integration of 

Kannada-speaking areas in Kasargod in Kerala. 

• Karnataka sought areas in Kolhapur, Sholapur and Sangli districts from Maharash-

tra, and Kasargod from Kerala. 

• The commission rejected Maharashtra's claim over Belagavi city while recommend-

ing transfer of about 260 villages in the border to Maharashtra and about 250 vil-

lages in Maharashtra to Karnataka. 

• Maharashtra said the report was inconsistent and an unfair application of its own 

principle. It also said the report was not a final word on the issue. Karnataka, how-

ever, agreed to the report. 

Tulu language and its region in India. 
Conttext 

With numerous languages in the country, placing all deserving languages on an equal foot-
ing will promote social inclusion and national solidarity. 

Figures and facts 
 According to the 2001 Census, India has 30 languages that are spoken by more than a 

million people each. 
 It also has 122 languages that are spoken by at least 10,000 people each. 
 It also has 1,599 languages, most of which are dialects. 
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 These are restricted to specific regions and many of them are on the verge of extinction. 
 Article 29 provides every citizens of India with a distinct culture, language, and script, 

the right to conserve the same. 
 It is the responsibility of both the state and the citizens of this distinct language, script or 

culture to preserve the same. 

Eighth schedule and Tulu language 
 Sanskrit has 24,821 speakers and it is in the Eighth Schedule according to the 2011 

Census. 
 However, many languages with sizeable speakers is not in the schedule. 
 Bhili/Bhilodi has 1,04,13,637 speakers. Garo has 11,45,323 speakers, Ho has 

14,31,344 speakers. 
 Tulu is a Dravidian language whose speakers are concentrated in two coastal districts 

of Karnataka and in Kasaragod district of Kerala. 
 The Tulu language speakers are larger in numbers than Sanskrit and Manipuri which 

included in the Eighth Schedule. 
 The cities of Mangaluru, Udupi, and Kasaragod are the epicenter of Tulu culture. 

What are the benefits of being on the Eighth Schedule 
 Tulu would get recognition from Sahitya Academy. 
 The book in Tulu would get translated into other recognised Indian languages. 
 The MP‘s and MLA‘s could speak in Tulu in the Parliament and Assemblies. 
 Candidates could write all-India competitive examination like the Civil Services exam in 

Tulu. 

Yuelu Proclamation 
 It was made by UNESCO at Changsha, The People‘s Republic of China, in 2018. 
 It says the protection and promotion of linguistic diversity help to improve social inclu-

sion and partnerships. 
 It helps reduce the gender and social inequality between different native speakers. 
 It guarantee the rights for native speakers of endangered, minority, indigenous lan-

guages, as well as non-official languages and dialects to receive education, enhance 
the social inclusion level and social decision-making ability by encouraging them to par-
ticipate in a series of actions to promote cultural diversity, endangered language protec-
tion, and the protection of intangible cultural heritage. 

Conclusion 
 Tulu, along with other deserving languages, should be included in the Eighth Schedule 

of the Constitution in order to substantially materialise the promise of equality of status 
and opportunity mentioned in the Preamble. 
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Significance of Nankana Sahib in Sikhism 

 
Recently tension mounted in Pakistan after few goons vandalized the Nankana Sahib 
Gurdwara. 
Nankana Sahib 

 Nankana Sahib is a city of 80,000 in Pakistan‘s Punjab province, where Gurdwara 
Janam Asthan (also called Nankana Sahib Gurdwara) is located. 

 The shrine is built over the site where Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism, was be-
lieved to be born in 1469. 

 It was constructed by Maharaja Ranjit Singh, after he visited Nankana Sahib in 1818-19 
while returning from the Battle of Multan. 

 It is 75 kms to the west of Lahore, and is the capital of Nankana Sahib district. 
 The city was previously known as Talwandi, and was founded by Rai Bhoi, a wealthy 

landlord. 
 Rai Bhoi‘s grandson, Rai Bular Bhatti, renamed the town ‗Nankana Sahib‘ in honour of 

the Guru. ‗Sahib‘ is an Arabic-origin epithet of respect. 

Historical significance 
 During British rule, the Gurdwara Janam Asthan was the site of a violent episode when 

in 1921, over 130 Akali Sikhs were killed after they were attacked by the Mahant of the 
shrine. 

 The incident is regarded as one of the key milestones in the Gurdwara Reform Move-
ment, which led to the passing of the Sikh Gurdwara Act in 1925 that ended the Mahant 
control of Gurdwaras. 

 In 2014, Pakistan had a memorial for the massacre built. 
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ASHFAQULLAH KHAN  

 

The Uttar Pradesh cabinet has approved a proposal for a zoological garden spread 
across 121 acres in Gorakhpur, to be named after the freedom fighter and revolutionary 
Ashfaqullah Khan. 
Ashfaqullah Khan 

 Khan was a freedom fighter who, along with Ram Prasad Bismil, was sentenced to 
death for the Kakori train robbery, commonly referred to as the Kakori conspiracy of 
1925. 

 He was born on October 22, 1900, in Shahjahanpur, Uttar Pradesh. 
 He grew up at a time when Mahatma Gandhi had launched the non-cooperation move-

ment and urged Indians not to pay taxes to the government or co-operate with the Brit-
ish. 

Moved by NCM withdrawal 
 Within about 1.5 years of the movement‘s launch, in February 1922, the Chauri Chaura 

incident took place in Gorakhpur — a large number of non-cooperation protestors 
clashed with the police and set the police station on fire, killing roughly 22 policemen. 

 Opposed to violence, Gandhi called off the movement. 
 The youth of the country were greatly disappointed and disillusioned with this. Khan 

was one among these youths. 
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 Subsequently, he joined the revolutionaries and became acquainted with Bismil. 

Ashfaqullah Khan and the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association 
 In the mid-1920s, Khan and Bismil went on to found the Hindustan Socialist Republican 

Association (HSRA), with the aim of winning freedom for the country through an armed 
revolution. 

 HSRA published its manifesto titled ―The Revolutionary‖ in 1925. 
 It held that the immediate object of the revolutionary party in the domain of politics is to 

establish a federal Republic of United State of India by an organized and armed revolu-
tion. 

 The final constitution of this Republic shall be framed and declared at a time when the 
representatives of India shall have the power to carry out their decision. 

 But the basic principles of this Republic will be universal suffrage and abolition of all 
system which make the exploitation of man by man possible, e.g. the railways, the 
mines and other industries such as the manufacture of steel and ships all these shall be 
nationalised. 

The Kakori Conspiracy 
 In August 1925, an armed robbery took place on board the Kakori Express, going from 

Shahjahanpur to Lucknow, carrying money that had been collected at various railway 
stations and was to be deposited in Lucknow. 

 In this planned robbery, carried out to fund the activities of the HSRA, Bismil, Khan and 
over 10 other revolutionaries stopped the train and fled with the cash they found in it. 

 Within a month of the robbery, many members of the HSRA were arrested. 
 In September 1926, Bismil was arrested however Khan was on the run and was later 

arrested. 
 The trial for the case went on for about 1.5 years. It ended in April 1927, with Bismil, 

Khan, Rajendra Lahiri and Roshan Singh sentenced to death, and the others given life 
sentences. 

EPIPHANCY FESTIVAL 
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The Epiphany festival was celebrated in parts of India, such as Goa and Kerala. In Goa, 
the celebration is known by its Portuguese name 'Festa dos Reis', and in parts of Kerala by 
its Syriac name 'Denha'. 

Epiphany or Three Kings' Day 
• Epiphany is among the three oldest and major festival days in Christianity, the two others 
being Christmas and Easter. 
• It is celebrated on January 6 by a number of Christian sects, including Roman Catholics, 
and on January 19 by some Eastern Orthodox churches. 
• In the West, the duration between December 25 and January 6 is known as the Twelve 
Days of Christmas. 
• Epiphany is a feast day, or a day of commemoration, which in Christianity marks the visit 
of the Magi (meaning the Three Wise Men or Three Kings) to the Infant Jesus (Christ from 
his nativity until age 12). 
• According to Christian belief, the Magi - Balthasar, Melchior, and Gaspar (or Casper), the 
kings of Arabia, Persia, and India, respectively - followed a miraculous guiding star to Beth-
lehem to paid homage to the Infant Jesus. 
• The day also commemorates the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River. 

Celebrations in india 
• In Goa, the Magi or Three Kings are called 'Reis Magos' in Portuguese. 
• The Reis Magos fort, and church, in Bardez, and the Three Kings Chapel in Cansaulim, 
get their name from the belief. 
• Communities in Bardez, Chandor, Cansaulim, Arossim, and Cuelim are known to cele-
brate Epiphany. 
• In Kerala, at the St. Mary‘s Orthodox Syrian Cathedral in Piravom, ‗Denha‘ is an important 
annual celebration, in which a big congregation takes part. 

MANILAL DOCTOR 
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An associate of Mahatma Gandhi, Manilal Doctor is known for his efforts towards helping 
abolish the indentured labor system that Indian immigrants in many parts of the British Em-
pire were subjected to. He fought for the rights of Indian-origin people in Mauritius and Fiji. 

The indentured labor system 
• In 1833, the British Parliament banned slavery, and the practice became illegal through-
out the Empire. However, to maintain the supply of labor in their territories, the colonial au-
thorities effectively replaced slavery with the indentured labor system. 
 
• The ‗indenture‘ (meaning contract) system required Indians to sign a legal agreement 
stating their consent to move abroad for a minimum of five years to work mainly on sugar 
estates. 
• Many were lured to distant lands, such as the Caribbean, South Africa, Réunion, Mauri-
tius, Malaysia, and Fiji, where they ended up living in miserable conditions. 
• In the mid 19th century, over 35 lakh Indians were transported to British, French, and 
Dutch colonies around the world. The system was officially banned in 1917. 

Manilal Doctor 
• Born in 1881 in Vadodara, Doctor studied law in Bombay before travelling to Britain in 
1905 for further studies. 
• He became a member of the Indian Home Rule Society in London, and wrote in the 
monthly 'Indian Sociologist'. 
• In 1906, Doctor met Gandhi, who at the time was in London to meet imperial authorities 
on behalf of South Africa's Indian origin people. 
• During the meeting, Gandhi asked doctor to move to Mauritius to assist the Indian com-
munity there in their struggle for equal rights. Doctor arrived in Mauritius the following year. 

In Mauritius (1907–1911) 
• Doctor organized the Indian community in the island colony, which is of indentured and 
non-indentured workers, and advocated for the abolition of discriminatory laws. 
• He practiced law at the Supreme Court in St Louis, and provided free legal service to 
bonded workers in need. 
• Doctor visited plantations across the island and met indentured labourers, making them 
aware of their rights and encouraged them to agitate. 
• He founded ‗The Hindustani‘ newspaper in Mauritius, which had the motto ―Liberty of Indi-
viduals! Fraternity of Men !!! Equality of Race !!! ‖ 
• Doctor also helped establish the Arya Samaj in Mauritius. He returned to India in 1911. 
Next, Fiji (1912–1920) 
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• In 1912, Gandhi deputed Doctor to the Fiji Colony with the same objective. Like in Mauri-
tius, Doctor emerged as the leader of the Indian community in Fiji in the coming years. 
• In Fiji, Doctor started 'The Indian Settler' newspaper, and helped set up the Indian Impe-
rial Association. Here too, he helped establish the Arya Samaj. 
• In 1920, Doctor organized a major strike, which rattled colonial authorities. 
• The imperial administration had doctor deported to New Zealand, where he remained un-
der surveillance and was barred from practicing. 
• In 1922, Doctor was able to move to Gaya in Bihar, where he could practice law. He later 
practiced for many years in Aden, also then a British colony, and died in Bombay in 1956. 

Madhavpur mela 
The eight states of the Northern Eastern Region will participate in a big way during the 
Madhavpur Mela of Gujarat due to be held in the first week of April 2020. 
• Madhavpur lies on the seashore, close to Porbandar. A 15th century Madhavrai temple 
marks the site. 
• The Madhavpur Ghed, a small but culturally significant village, is the place where, accord-
ing to folklore, Lord Krishna married Rukmini, the daughter of King Bhishmaka. 
• This event is commemorated by a cultural fair held every year, commencing on Ram 
Navam 
• The Madhavpur Mela of Gujarat shares its connect to the Mishmi Tribe of Arunachal 
Pradesh. The Mishmi Tribe traces its ancestry to the legendary King Bhishmak and through 
him to his daughter Rukmini and Lord Krishna. 
Q) Madhavpura Mela often seen in news is celebrated in which state? 
a. Rajasthan 
b. Uttar Pradesh 
c. Gujarat 
d. Maharashtra 
 

Nepal’s Language Seke Near Extinct 
News 
• The New York Times recently reported that the "near-extinct" Nepalese language Seke 
has just 700 speakers around the world. 
• Possible reason: Nepali which is Nepal's official language is considered to be important 
for getting educational and employment opportunities outside villages. Thus, the younger 
generation does not find much use in learning the language, giving preference to Nepali 
and English. 
• The vulnerability of the language is also linked to the migration of people to places where 
Seke is not spoken, which has reduced the intergenerational transmission of the language 

Do you know? 
• The year 2019, was the International Year of Indigenous Languages, mandated by the 
United Nations 
• As per UNESCO, roughly 57 per cent of the estimated estimated 6,000 languages are 
safe, about 10 per cent are vulnerable, 10.7 per cent are definitely endangered 
• There are roughly 201 endangered languages in India and about 70 in Nepal. 
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Q) Seke language often seen in news is predominantly associated with which region / 
country? 

a. North-East region of India 
b. Bhutan 
c. Nepal 
d. SriLanka 

Nepal’s Language Seke Near Extinct 
 

News 
 The New York Times recently reported that the “near-extinct” Nepalese language Seke has just 700 

speakers around the world. 

 Possible reason: Nepali which is Nepal‟s official language is considered to be crucial for getting edu-

cational and employment opportunities outside villages.Thus,the younger generation does not find 

much use in learning the language, giving preference to Nepali and English. 

 The vulnerability of the language is also linked to the migration of people to places where Seke is 

not spoken, which has reduced the intergenerational transmission of the language 

Do You know? 
 The year 2019, was the International Year of Indigenous Languages, mandated by the United Na-

tions 

 As per UNESCO, roughly 57 per cent of the world‟s estimated 6,000 languages are safe, about 10 per 

cent are vulnerable, 10.7 per cent are definitely endangered 

 There are roughly 201 endangered languages in India and about 70 in Nepal. 

 

Q) Seke language often seen in news is predominantly associated with which region/country? 
a. North-East region of India 

b. Bhutan 

c. Nepal  

d. SriLanka 

Swami Vivekananda and his philosophy 
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January 12 is the birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda, the famous spiritual leader and 
intellectual from the late 19th century. In his honour, the government of India in 1984 de-
clared his birthday as National Youth Day. 
Swami Vivekananda early life 

 Vivekananda was born in Kolkata on January 12, 1863, as Narendra Nath Datta. 
 From an early age, he nurtured an interest in Western philosophy, history, and theology, 

and went on to meet the religious leader Ramakrishna Paramhansa, who later became 
his Guru. 

 He remained devoted to Ramakrishna until the latter‘s death in 1886. 
 In 1893, he took the name ‗Vivekananda‘ after Maharaja Ajit Singh of the Khetri State 

requested him to do so, changing from ‗Sachidananda‘ that he used before. 
 After Ramakrishna‘s death, Vivekananda toured across India, and set after educating 

the masses about ways to improve their economic condition as well as imparting spiri-
tual knowledge. 
 
The Chicago address 

 Vivekananda is especially remembered around the world for his speech at the Parlia-
ment of the World‘s Religions in Chicago in 1893. 

 The speech covered topics including universal acceptance, tolerance and religion, and 
got him a standing ovation. 

 He began delivering lectures at various places in the US and UK, and became popular 
as the ‗messenger of Indian wisdom to the Western world‘. 

Return to India 
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 After coming back to India, he formed the Ramakrishna Mission in 1897 ―to set in mo-
tion a machinery which will bring noblest ideas to the doorstep of even the poorest and 
the meanest.‖ 

 In 1899, he established the Belur Math, which became his permanent abode. 

His legacy 
 Through his speeches and lectures, Vivekananda worked to disseminate his religious 

thought. 
 He preached ‗neo-Vedanta‘, an interpretation of Hinduism through a Western lens, and 

believed in combining spirituality with material progress. 
 ‗Raja Yoga‘, ‗Jnana Yoga‘, ‗Karma Yoga‘ are some of the books he wrote. 
 An important religious reformer in India, Swami Vivekananda is known to have intro-

duced the Hindu philosophies of Yoga and Vedanta to the West. 
 Subhas Chandra Bose had called Vivekananda the ―maker of modern India.‖ 

Vanga nari (Fox- Jallikattu) 
News 
• The jallikattu-like event using foxes, or vanga nari in Tamil, is organized on Kaanum 
Pongal in Tamil Nadu villages as people believe it will bring bountiful rain and good for-
tune. 
• The animals are muzzled and their hind legs tied with rope. After special rituals are 
conducted, the hapless animals are chased through the streets, much like bulls in the 
more traditional jallikattu. After the event, the animals are released into the forest 
• Foxes are a protected species under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, and hunting or 
capturing them is prohibited. 

Bojjannakonda: Buddhist site in Andhra Pradesh 

  
News 
• Bojjannakonda and Lingalametta are twin Buddhist monasteries dating back to the 3rd 
century BC. 
• These sites have seen three forms of Buddhism - 
• The Theravada period when Lord Buddha was considered a teacher; 
• The Mahayana, where Buddhism was more devotional; and 
• Vajrayana, where Buddhist tradition was more practiced as Tantra and in esoteric form 
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• The site is famous for many votive stupas, rock-cut caves, brick-built edifices, early 
historic pottery, and Satavahana coins that date back to the 1st century AD. 

1.1 Six degrees of Endangerment of a Language 
Recently, The NY Times reported that the ―near-extinct‖ Nepalese language Seke has just 

700 speakers around the world. As per the Endangered Languages Project (ELP), there 
are roughly 201 endangered languages in India and about 70 in Nepal. 

The last year, 2019, was the International Year of Indigenous Languages, mandated by 
the UN. 

Nepal’s Seke language 
 According to the Endangered Language Alliance (ELA), Seke is one of the over 100 in-

digenous languages of Nepal. 
 The dialects from these villages differ substantially and are believed to have varying 

degrees of mutual intelligibility. 
 In recent years, Seke has been retreating in the face of Nepali, which is Nepal‘s official 

language and is considered to be crucial for getting educational and employment oppor-
tunities outside villages. 

Degrees of endangerment 

UNESCO has six degrees of endangerment. These are: 
1. Safe, which are the languages spoken by all generations and their intergenerational 

transmission is uninterrupted; 
2. Vulnerable languages, which are spoken by most children but may be restricted to 

certain domains; 
3. Definitely endangered languages, which are no longer being learnt by children as 

their mother tongue. 
4. Severely endangered are languages spoken by grandparents and older generations, 

and while the parent generation may understand it, they may not speak it with the chil-
dren or among themselves. 

5. Critically endangered languages are those of which the youngest speakers are the 
grandparents or older family members who may speak the language partially or infre-
quently and lastly, 

6. Extinct languages, of which no speakers are left. 

 

 
 
Indian Digital Heritage INITIATIVE 



 

 
                     

                                         
                                                                                                  

BY KULDEEP RATHI AND TEAM70 

 

  
 The Union Ministry of Culture and Tourism launched a month-long special exhibition titled 

Indian Heritage in Digital Space. This special exhibition showcases the adaptation and 
infusion of technologies being developed under the Indian Digital Heritage (IDH) initia-
tive. 

Indian Digital Heritage (IDH) 
• This initiative is expanded by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) in the cul-

tural heritage domain of the country. 
• The exhibition demonstrates the outcome of two flagship projects viz., A digital mini-

spectacle to showcase the glory of Hampi and augmented reality based interactions 
with physical models of monuments. 

• The goals of these projects are to create digital installations using 3D laser scan data, AR, 
holographic projections and 3D fabrication, to provide interactive and immersive experi-
ences showcasing the glory of Hampi and five Indian monuments namely Kashi Vish-
wanath Temple, Varanasi; TajMahal, Agra; Sun Temple, Konark; Ramachandra Tem-
ple, Hampi; and RaniKiVav, Patan. 

• These projections are driven by cutting-edge technologies such as 3D fabrication, Artificial 
Intelligence, Augmented, Virtual and Mixed Reality, Holographic Projections and Projec-
tion Mapping etc. 

ViRaasat 
A special installation named 'ViRaasat', consisting of a scaled-down 3D printed replica shall 

provide a mixed reality experience to visitors for selected monuments, using laser-
scanning, 3D modeling and rendering, 3D printing, computer vision and spatial AR. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Warren Hastings 



 

 
                     

                                         
                                                                                                  

BY KULDEEP RATHI AND TEAM71 

 

 
 Donald Trump‘s impeachment trial started in the US Senate. A precedent being discussed 

is that of the Warren Hastings case - the famous failed attempt by the British Parliament 
to impeach India‘s first governor-general. 

Warren Hastings 
• Warren Hastings, the first governor-general of Bengal (and the first de facto governor-

general of India), is considered among the most significant colonial administrators to 
have ruled India. 

• First as the governor of Bengal (1772–1774) and then as Governor-General (1774–1785), 
Hastings strengthened British rule in India and made profound changes in administra-
tion. 

• Hastings's conduct while in office was called into question after he returned to Britain in 
1785, most prominently by Edmund Burke, the noted British parliamentarian and phi-
losopher. 

What was his impeachment case? 
• In 1786, impeachment proceedings were initiated against Hastings, probing his alleged 

mismanagement, mistreatment of natives, and personal corruption while in India. 
• William Pitt, the then British Prime Minister, first defended Hastings, but then joined the 

chorus against him. 
• Hastings‘s argued that ‗Western‘ standards of legality could not be applied in the East. 
• But Burke insisted that under the law of nature, people in India were entitled to the same 

protection as those in Britain. 
• In 1795, however, the House of Lords acquitted Hastings, and the impeachment failed. 
• Burke warned that such a verdict would live in ―perpetual infamy‖, and the trial gave rise to 

a wider debate on the role of the East India Company in India. 

Basics 
 

Warren Hastings and his major works 
From 1772, Warren Hastings served as Governor-General of Fort Williams and the regulat-

ing act was passed after his arrival. 
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Important events under his rule: 
 • Hastings abolished the Dual System that had been established by Robert Clive. In the 

Dual System, the company had Diwani rights (rights to collect revenue) and the Nizam 
or Indian chiefs had the administrative authority. 

• The judicial powers of the Zamindars were abolished. Civil and criminal courts were estab-
lished. Two appellate courts were established at Calcutta, one for civil (Sadar Diwani 
Adalat) and one for criminal (Sadar Nizamat Adalat) cases. 

• Hastings abolished the system of dastaks which were misused by company officials and 
traders earlier. 

• He implemented several reforms in all walks of administration. The Regulating Act 1773 
and Pitts India Act, 1784 were important acts passed during his tenure. 

Nagardhan Excavations 

  
 • Recent archaeological excavations at Nagardhan near Nagpur have provided concrete 

evidence on the life, religious affiliations and trade practices of the Vakataka dynasty 
that ruled parts of Central and South India between the third and fifth centuries. 

• After a 1,500 year-old sealing was excavated for the first time, a new study in Numismatic 
Digest has tried to understand the Vakataka rule under Queen Prabhavatigupta. 

Nagardhan 
• Nagardhan is a large village in Nagpur district, about 6 km south of Ramtek taluka head-

quarters. 
• Archaeological remains were found on a surface spread over a 1 km × 1.5 km area. The 

researchers excavated the site during 2015-2018. 
• The existing village sits on top of the ancient habitation. The Nagardhan Fort stands south 

of present-day Nagardhan village. 
• This was constructed during the Gond Raja period and later renovated and re-used by the 

Bhosales of Nagpur during the late 18th and 19th centuries. 
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Importance of the excavation 
• Very little was known about the Vakatakas, the Shaivite rulers of Central India between the 

third and fifth centuries. 
• All that was known about the dynasty, believed to hail from the Vidarbha region, was 

largely through some literature and copperplates. 
• There were assumptions that the excavated site of Nagardhan is the same as Nan-

dhivardhan, the capital city of the eastern branch of the Vakatakas. 
• It was after archaeological evidence from here that Nagardhan was understood to have 

served as a capital of the Vakataka kingdom. 

The seals so found 

  
 
• It is the first time clay sealings have been excavated from Nagardhan. 
• The oval-shaped sealing belongs to the period when Prabhavatigupta was the queen of 

the Vakataka dynasty. 
• It bears her name in the Brahmi script along with the depiction of a conch. 
• The presence of the conch, scholars say, is a sign of the Vaishnava affiliation that the 

Guptas held. 
• The sealing was traced on top of a mega wall that researchers now think could have been 

part of a royal structure at the capital city of the kingdom. 

Who was Queen Prabhavatigupta? 
• The copperplate issued by Queen Prabhavatigupta starts with a genealogy of the Guptas, 

mentioning the Queen's grandfather Samudragupta and her father Chandragupta II. 
• These are strong indicators of Vaishnava signatures on the royal seals of the Vakatakas 

reiterate that Queen Prabhavatigupta was indeed a powerful woman ruler. 
• Since the Vakataka people traded with Iran and beyond through the Mediterranean Sea, 

scholars suggest that these sealings could have been used as official royal permission 
issued from the capital city. 

• Besides, these were used on documents that sought mandatory royal permissions. 

Why are the findings on Queen Prabhavatigupta significant? 
• Scholars say Queen Prabhavatigupta was among a handful of women rulers in India to 

have reigned over any kingdom during ancient times. 
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• The Vakataka rulers were known to have forged several matrimonial alliances with other 
dynasties of their times. 

• One of the key alliances was with Prabhavatigupta of the mighty Gupta dynasty, which 
was then ruling north India. The Guptas were way more powerful than the Vakatakas. 

• After marrying Vakataka king Rudrasena II, Prabhavatigupta enjoyed the position of Chief 
Queen. 

• When she took over the Vakataka kingdom, after the sudden demise of Rudrasena II, her 
stature as a woman Vakataka ruler rose significantly. 

• This is evident from the fact that the sealings were introduced and issued during her pe-
riod as a ruler, that too from the capital city of Nagardhan. 

Why is the sign of Vaishnava affiliation important? 
• The Vakataka rulers followed the Shaiva sect of Hinduism while the Guptas were staunch 

Vaishnavites. 
• Excavators say that many religious structures indicate affinity to the Vaishnava sect, and 

found in Ramtek, were built during the reign of Queen Prabhavatigupta. 
• While she was married into a family that belonged to the Shaiva sect, the queen's powers 

allowed her to choose a deity of worship, that is, Lord Vishnu. 

What else has been excavated from Nagardhan so far? 

 
• Earlier results from the excavations here had traced evidence in the form of ceram-

ics, ear studs of glass, antiquities, bowls and pots, a votive shrine and tank, an iron 

chisel, a stone depicting a deer, and terracotta bangles. 

• Some terracotta objects even depicted images of gods, animals and humans, along 

with amulets, scotches, wheels, skin rubbers and spindle whorls. 

• An intact idol of Lord Ganesha, which had no ornaments adorned, too was found 

from the site. 

• This confirmed that the elephant god was a commonly worshipped deity in those 

times. 

• On the means of living of the Vakataka people, researchers found animal rearing to 

be one of the main occupations. 

• Remains of seven species of domestic animals - cattle, goat, sheep, pig, cat, horse 

and fowl - were traced in an earlier study by the team. 
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Queen prabhavatigupta 
News 

• She is the daughter of Chandragupta-II and granddaughter of Samudragupta. 

• Vakataka rulers of Central India forged several matrimonial alliances with Guptas 

of North India so as to maintain harmonious relations. 

• Prabhavatigupta was married to Vakataka king Rudrasena II and enjoyed the posi-

tion of Chief Queen. 

• After sudden death of the King, Queen Prabhavatigupta ruled for about 10 years un-

til her son Pravarasena II succeeded 

• Vakataka rulers followed the Shaivism while the Guptas were staunch Vaishnavites. 

• She had a pivotal role in propagation of Vaishnava practices in the Vidarbha region 

of Maharashtra. 

AUSCHWITZ - 75th Anniversary of its liberation 
News 
• During the II World War, the government of Nazi Germany killed approximately 17 

million people across Europe in camps specifically designated for killings. 

• The camp at Auschwitz (in German-occupied Poland), was the largest in size which 

became center of Holocaust history 

• Allied forces liberated Auschwitz on January 27, 1945, finding hundreds of sick, 

starving and exhausted prisoners, who had somehow survived. 

• In 2005, the UN-designated January 27 as the International Holocaust Remem-

brance Day. 

Nagoba Jatara 
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The month long Nagoba Jatara recently concluded in Adilabad dist. of AP. 
Nagoba Jatara 

 Nagoba Jatara is a tribal festival held in Keslapur village, Inderavelly Mandal[1] Adi-
labad district, Telangana, India. 

 It is the second biggest tribal carnival and celebrated by Mesaram clan of Gond tribes 
for 10 days. 

 Tribal people from Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Orissa and Madhya Pradesh belonging 
to the Mesram clan offer prayers at the festival. 

 It starts in pushya masam. A ceremony of ‗bheting‘ is it‘s integral part where the new 
brides are introduced to the clan god during first jatra afer their marriage 

 The few hundred Raj Gond and Pardhan Adivasis, men clad in pure white dhoti-kurta 
and the pagdi headgear and women in the traditional colourful nau-vari Maharashtrian 
style saree. 

 The temple for which a new structure is coming up is dedicated to the serpent god, 
known as Shri Shek to the aboriginal people, and is the centre of all activities during the 
week long festivities. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION  

The Union Govt. has proposed to set up an Indian Institute of Heritage and Conserva-
tion under the Ministry of Culture, and develop five archaeological sites as ―iconic sites‖ 
with onsite museums in Rakhigarhi (Haryana), Hastinapur (Uttar Pradesh), Sivsagar 
(Assam), Dholavira (Gujarat) and Adichanallur (Tamil Nadu). 
Rakhigarhi 

 Rakhigarhi in Haryana‘s Hissar district is one of the most prominent and largest sites of 
the Harappan civilization. 

 It is one among the five known townships of the Harappan civilization in the Indian sub-
continent. 

 In one of the excavations, the skeletal remains of a couple were discovered. 
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 Interestingly, of the 62 graves discovered in Rakhigarhi, only this particular grave con-
sisted of more than one skeletal remains and of individuals of the opposite sex together. 

Hastinapur 
 Excavations at Hastinapur, in Meerut district of Uttar Pradesh, were led by Dr B B Lal, 

who was at the time Superintendent of the Excavations Branch of the ASI. 
 Hastinapur finds mention in the Mahabharata and the Puranas. 
 One of the most significant discoveries made at this site was of the ―new ceramic indus-

try‖, which was named the Painted Grey Ware, which as per the report represented the 
relics of the early Indo-Aryans. 

 The sites of Hastinapur, Mathura, Kurukshetra, Barnawa, etc., are identifiable with 
those of the same name mentioned in the Mahabharata. 

 If that be so, the Painted Grey Ware would be associated with the early settlers on 
these sites, viz. The Pauravas, Panchalas, etc., who formed a part of the early Aryan 
stock in India. 

 Such an association may also explain the synchronism between the appearance of the 
Painted Grey Ware in the Ghaggar-Sutlej valleys and the probable date of the arrival of 
the Aryans in that area.‖ 

Sivasagar 
 In Sivasagar, excavations at the Karenghar (Talatalghar) complex between 2000 and 

2003 led to the discovery of buried structures in the north-western and north-eastern 
side of the complex. 

 Among the structural remains found at the site were ceramic assemblages including 
vases, vessels, dishes, and bowls, etc. Terracotta smoking pipes were also found. 

 Another excavation site in Sivasagar district is the Garhgaon Raja‘s palace. Excavation 
at this site was conducted during 2007-2008. 

 A burnt-brick wall running in north-south orientation was found, along with the remains 
of two huge circular wooden posts. 

Dholavira 
 Dholavira in Gujarat is located in the Khadir island of the Rann of Kutch, and like Rakhi-

garhi is one of the sites where the remains of the Harappan civilization have been 
found. 

 Dholavira is unique because remains of a complete water system have been found 
here. 

 The people who lived there for an estimated 1,200 years during the Harappan civiliza-
tion are noted for their water conservation system using rainwater harvesting tech-
niques in an otherwise parched landscape. 

Adichnallur 
 Adichnallur lies in the Thoothukudi district of Tamil Nadu. 
 The urn-burial site was first brought to light during a ―haphazard excavation‖ by a Ger-

man archaeologist in 1876. Following this, an Englishman Alexander Rae excavated the 
site between 1889 and 1905. 
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 Over the years, the site has gained attention because of three important findings: the 
discovery of an ancient Tamil-Brahmi script on the inside of an urn containing a full hu-
man skeleton, a fragment of a broken earthenware, and the remains of living quarters. 

POETS NAMED IN FINANCE BUDGET SPEECH BY FINANCE MINISTER  

Finance Minister has quoted four poets in her Budget speech: Pt. Dinanath Nadim, Av-
vaiyar, Thiruvalluvar and Kalidas, a sweep from Tamil Nadu to Kashmir, from ancient to 
contenporary India. 
Dinanath Nadim 

 The Kashmiri nationalist poet Dinanath Nadim was at the centre of Kashmir‘s progres-
sive movement, especially in the 1930s, 40s and 50s. 

 Nadim was born in 1916, and passed away in 1988. Nadim wrote in Kashmiri, Hindi and 
Urdu, and inspired a powerful tradition of Kashmiri poetry. 

 Nadim received the Sahitya Akademi award in 1986 for his opera Shuhul Kull (The 
Shady Tree). 

 Among his other well known works are Vitasta (Jhelum River), Safar Taa Shehjaar (The 
Journey And The Shade), Heemaal Taa Naaegrai (Heemaal and Naagraaj), and Bom-
bur Taa Yamberzal (The Bumble Bee And The Narcissus Flower). 

Avvaiyar 
 Avvaiyar translates to ―Respected Woman‖, and the title was used by several woman 

poets who contributed to Tamil literature during different periods of time. 
 In the Budget‘s section on ―Aspirational India‖, Sitharaman said, ―Our government shall 

encourage balanced use of all kinds of fertilizers including the traditional organic and 
other innovative fertilizers. 

 This is a necessary step to change the prevailing incentive regime, which encourages 
excessive use of chemical fertilisers.‖ 

 She quoted from Aaathichoodi‘s verse 81 which translate to ―first tend to till one‘s land 
and then eat. One must eat only after work.‖ 

Thiruvalluvar 
 Thiruvalluvar is fondly referred to as Valluvar by Tamils. His ‗Tirukkural‘, a collection of 

1,330 couplets (‗kurals‘ in Tamil), are an essential part of every Tamil household. 
 It holds importance in the same way the Bhagavad Gita or the Ramayana are in tradi-

tional North Indian Hindu households. 
 He is an essential anchor for Tamils in tracing their cultural roots; Tamils are taught to 

learn his couplets word-for-word, and to follow his teachings in their day-to-day living. 

 FM quoted Thiruvalluvar: ―Pini Inmai Selvam Vilaivu Inbam Emam Ani Enba‖, which 
loosely translates to having the ―five jewels‖ required for a country that is without illness, 
with wealth, with good crops, with happiness, as well as safety and security. 

Kalidas 
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 Kalidas, the legendary Sanskrit scholar, is believed to have lived during the middle of 
the fourth and early fifth centuries AD, during the reigns of Chandragupta II Vik-
ramaditya and Kumaragupta. 

 Raghuvamsa, from which FM quoted, is one of two long epic poems written by Kalidas. 
 She mentioned the 18th verse: ―Surya, the Sun, collects vapour from little drops of wa-

ter. So does the King. They give back copiously. They collect only for people‘s wellbe-
ing.‖ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kumbhabishegam at Brahadeeswarar Temple, Thanjavur 

 
 Tens of thousands of pilgrims thronged Thanjavur in Tamil Nadu‘s Cauvery delta to wit-

ness the Kumbhabishegam (consecration) ceremony at the Sri Brahadeeswarar Tem-
ple. 

 This enormously significant event was held after 23 years — and after the Madras High 
Court had settled an old argument over the ritual purification process only five days pre-
viously. 
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 The judgment delivered by the Madurai Bench of the court addressed the struggle for 
supremacy between the Sanskrit and Tamil traditions. 

Sri Brahadeeswarar Temple and Kumbhabishegam ceremony 
 The Sri Brahadeeswarar Temple (also spelt Brihadisvara, and called Peruvudaiyar 

Koyil, which translates simply to ‗Big Temple‘) is the most famous of the many temples 
in Thanjavur. 

 The temple, one of the world‘s largest and grandest, was built between 1003 AD and 
1010 AD by the great Chola emperor Raja Raja I (c. 985-1014 AD). 

Before the High Court 
 The court, in a dispute over which language should be used in the slokas at the kumb-

habishegam, agreed with the state government‘s affidavit that the ceremony should be 
in both Sanskrit and Tamil. 

 The Temple committee had demanded that the Kumbhabishegam should be held only 
in Tamil. 

 The court ruled the choice to be vested with the devotees to seek for their archanas to 
be performed at their wishes by chanting the manthras either in Tamil or in Sanskrit. 

 

 

Hampi World Heritage site 

  

News: 
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• The Supreme Court confirmed the Karnataka government authorities' decision 

to demolish buildings constructed in Virupapura Gaddi, an oval islet formed by 

the Tungabhadra and located west of the Hampi World Heritage site. 

• The constructions were in violation of the Mysore Ancient and Historical 

Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act of 1961. 

From Prelims point of view 

• Group of Monuments at Hampi is a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

• located in east-central Karnataka, India 

• It became the pilgrimage cente of the Hindu religion. 

• It was the capital of Vijayanagara Empire in the 14th century 

• Hampi was a prosperous, wealthy and grand city near the Tungabhadra River, 

• Hampi-Vijayanagara was the improved second-largest medieval-era city after 

Beijing, India’s richest at that time, 

• Vijayanagara Empire was defeated by a coalition of Muslim sultanates; 

• its capital was conquered, pillaged and destroyed by sultanate armies in 1565, 

after which Hampi remained in ruins 

• Described by UNESCO as an "austere, grandiose site" 

• Includes “forts, riverside features, royal and sacred complexes, temples, 

shrines, pillared halls, mandapas, memorial structures, water structures and oth-

ersthere is evidence of Ashokan epigraphy, and it is mentioned in the Ra Viru-

paksha Temple, an active Adi Shankara- linked monastery and various monu-

ments belonging to the old city. 
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Q) Where is the famous Virupaksha temple located? 

a. Bhadrachalam 

b. Chidambaram 

c. Hampi 

d. Srikalahasti 

Konark Sun Temple 

 
A plan to restore and preserve the nearly 800-year-old Konark Sun Temple in Odisha would 
be drawn up soon. Among the potential choices before the government would be to fill in 
more sand or to remove all the sand andput in place alternate support. 

Konark Sun Temple 
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 Konark Sun Temple is a 13th-century CE Sun temple at Konark about 36 kilome-
tres northeast from Puri on the coastline of Odisha, India. 

 The temple is attributed to king Narasinga Deva I of the Eastern Ganga Dynasty about 
1250 CE. 

 Dedicated to the Hindu Sun God Surya, what remains of the temple complex has the 
appearance of a 100-foot (30 m) high chariot with immense wheels and horses, all 
carved from stone. 

 Once over 200 feet (61 m) high, much of the temple is now in ruins, in particular the 
large shikara tower over the sanctuary; at one time this rose much higher than the 
mandapa that remains. 

 The structures and elements that have survived are famed for their intricate artwork, 
iconography, and themes, including erotic kama and mithuna scenes. 

 Also called the Surya Devalaya, it is a classic illustration of the Odisha style of Architec-
ture or Kalinga Architecture. 

 Declared a UNESCO world heritage site in 1984 it remains a major pilgrimage site for 
Hindus, who gather here every year for the Chandrabhaga Mela around the month of 
February. 

Earlier restoration efforts 
 It had been filled with sand and sealed by the British authorities in 1903 in order 

to stabilize the structure, a/c to ASI. 
 A scientific study was carried out by the Roorkee-based Central Building Research In-

stitute from 2013 till 2018 to ascertain the temple‘s structural stability as well as the 
status of the filled-in sand. 

 The sand filled in over 100 years ago had settled, leading to a gap of about 17 feet. 
 However the structure was found to be stable. 

Dara Shikoh and his legacy 

 
The Ministry of Culture recently set up a panel of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) to 
locate the grave of the Mughal prince Dara Shikoh (1615-59) nearby Humayun‘s Tomb com-
plex in Delhi. 
Dara Shikoh’s legacy 
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 The eldest son of Shah Jahan, Dara Shikoh was killed after losing the war of succes-
sion against his brother Aurangzeb. 

 Dara Shikoh is described as a ―liberal Muslim‖ who tried to find commonalities between 
Hindu and Islamic traditions. 

 He translated into Persian the Bhagavad Gita as well as 52 Upanishads. 

Antithesis to Aurangzeb 
 Some historians argue that if Dara Shikoh had ascended the Mughal throne instead of 

Aurangzeb, it could have saved thousands of lives lost in religious clashes. 
 Dara Shukoh was the total antithesis of Aurangzeb, in that he was deeply syncretic, 

warm-hearted and generous — but at the same time, he was also an indifferent admin-
istrator and ineffectual in the field of battle. 

The remains of Dara Shikoh 
 According to the Shahjahannama, after Aurangzeb defeated Dara Shikoh, he brought 

the latter to Delhi in chains. 
 His head was cut off and sent to Agra Fort, while his torso was buried in the Humayun‘s 

Tomb complex. 
 Italian traveller Niccolao Manucci gave a graphic description of the day in Travels of 

Manucci, as he was there as a witness to the whole thing. That is the basis of the the-
sis. 

Battle of Çanakkale/Gallipoli 

India issued a strong demarche to Turkey over its outspoken President Erdogan‘s 
comments in Pakistan. Erdogan has criticised India‘s policy in Jammu and Kashmir and 
compared it with that of Turkey during World War I. 
Gallipoli campaign 

 The Battle of Çanakkale, also known as the Gallipoli campaign or the Dardanelles cam-
paign, is considered to be one of the bloodiest of World War I, during which the Otto-
man army faced off against the Allied forces, leading to the slaughter of tens of thou-
sands of soldiers on both sides. 

 In March 1915, with the war in Europe stalemated in the trenches, Winston Churchill, 
then Britain‘s First Lord of the Admiralty, devised a plan to take control of the Darda-
nelles. 

 The plan was to capture strategic strait connecting the Sea of Marmara to the Aegean 
Sea and the Mediterranean Sea, and thus reach Constantinople (today‘s Istanbul) at 
the mouth of the Bosporus. 

 By taking Constantinople, the Allies hoped to break the Turks, who had recently entered 
the war on the side of Germany. 

The massacre 
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 The Allies carried out a heavy naval bombardment of Turkish forts along the shores of 
the Dardanelles, and when that failed, followed up with what was the biggest amphibi-
ous landing in military history at the time. 

 However, what the British and their allies had hoped would be the turning point in the 
war ended up as a catastrophe. 

 In the nine months upto January 1916, when the Allies called off the campaign and 
evacuated, more than 40,000 British soldiers had been killed, along with 8,000 Austra-
lians. On the Turkish side, some 60,000 had perished. 

Legacy of the battle 
 The battle resulted in a demotion for Churchill and the emergence on the Turkish side of 

the young military hero, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. 
 But the legacy of Gallipoli goes far beyond its military aspects — the event is today one 

of the central pillars of the modern Turkish identity. 
 The campaign is also seen to have seeded Australian and New Zealand national con-

sciousness — April 25, the anniversary of the Gallipoli landings, is observed as ANZAC 
Day, the day of national remembrance for the war dead. 

 State of Rampur 

Erstwhile royals of the state of Rampur in Uttar Pradesh are fighting over the assets and leg-
acy of Nawab Raza Ali Khan, who acceded to the Indian Union at the time of Independence. 
 The Supreme Court ended India‘s longest-running civil dispute last year, and the process of 
evaluating the inheritance is currently ongoing. 
 

 The state of Rampur 

 The state of Rampur was founded by Nawab Ali Muhammad Khan, the adopted son of 
Sardar Daud Khan, the chief of the Rohillas in Northern India. 

 The Rohillas were Afghans who entered India in the 18th century as the Mughal Empire 
was in decline, and took control of Rohilkhand, at the time known as Katehr. 

 In 1737, Nawab Muhammad Khan received the territory of Katehr from Emperor Mu-
hammad Shah, only to lose everything to Nawab Wazir of Oudh in 1746. 

 Two years later, he assisted Ahmad Shah Durrani in his conquest of India, recovering 
all his former possessions. 

 Over the next two centuries the Rampur royals, earlier a warring clan, struck deep 
roots, and with the blessings of the British, began to build one of the richest principali-
ties in the country. 

 Patrons of the arts, culture 
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 The Rampur royals have played an important role in the socio-cultural history of the 
Ganga-Yamuna belt. 

 They run the Amir Raza library in Rampur, once known as the official darbar of the 
Nawab, which is home to some 15,000 manuscripts in Arabic, Urdu, Persian and Turk-
ish, as well as a seventh-century Quran. 

 The library also houses 2,500 specimens of Islamic calligraphy, 5,000 miniature paint-
ings, and 60,000 printed books, besides the extremely rare Persian translation of 
Valmiki‘s Ramayana, which is believed to have been Emperor Aurangzeb‘s personal 
copy. 

 In the 19th century, the royals established courts of law and a standing army, and built 
irrigation works. In the 20th century, they set up sugar and textile mills. 

 Many Hindus were employed in senior administrative positions in the state. Nawab 
Raza Ali Khan was known to have written poetry in Bhojpuri for Holi. 

 The Rampur court was also a great patron of the arts, and is known to have patronised 
Ghalib and Begum Akhtar, as well as the tabla player Ahmad Jan Thirakwa, sarangi 
player Bundu Khan, sarod player Fida Hussein Khan, been player Wazir Khan, and the 
kathak dancers Acchan Maharaj and Kalka Prasad. 

 After Independence 

 Rampur, under Nawab Raza Ali, was the first kingdom to accede to India in 1949, be-
coming the only Muslim-majority district in Uttar Pradesh. 

 Soon after accession, the Nawab handed over the official royal residence, the Rampur 
Qila or Fort, built in 1775, to the Indian government, along with several other properties. 

 In return, the Indian government bestowed two key rights to the Nawab — he was 
granted full ownership of the properties, and guaranteed succession to the gaddi or rul-
ership of the state based on customary law, which gave exclusive property rights to the 
eldest son. 

 When Raza Ali Khan died in 1966, he had three wives, three sons, and six daughters. 
 His eldest son Murtaza Ali Khan succeeded him as head of the state, as per custom. 
 The government recognised him as the sole inheritor of all his father‘s private properties 

and issued a certificate to this effect. But his brother challenged this in the civil court. 

ROYAL INDIAN NAVY MUTINY 
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Seventy-four years ago on February 18, 1946, some 1,100 Indian sailors or ―ratings‖ of 
the HMIS Talwar and the Royal Indian Navy (RIN) Signal School in Bombay declared a 
hunger strike, triggered by the conditions and treatment of Indians in the Navy. 
RIN Mutiny 

 A ―slow down‖ the strike was also called, which meant that the ratings would carry out 
their duties slowly. 

 The morning after February 18, somewhere between 10,000-20,000 sailors joined the 
strike, as did shore establishments in Karachi, Madras, Calcutta, Mandapam, Visakha-
patnam, and the Andaman Islands. 

 One of the triggers for the RIN strike was the arrest of a rating, BC Dutt, who had 
scrawled ―Quit India‖ on the HMIS Talwar. 

 The day after the strike began, the ratings went around Bombay in lorries, waving the 
Congress flag, and getting into scraps with Europeans and policemen who tried to con-
front them. 

Their demands 
While the immediate trigger was the demand for better food and working conditions, the 
agitation soon turned into a wider demand for independence from British rule. The pro-
testing sailors demanded: 

 release of all political prisoners including those from Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose‘s In-
dian National Army (INA), 

 action against the commander for ill-treatment and using insulting language, 
 revision of pay and allowances to put RIN employees on a par with their counterparts in 

the Royal Navy, 
 demobilisation of RIN personnel with provisions for peacetime employment, 
 release of Indian forces stationed in Indonesia, and better treatment of subordinates by 

their officers 

Upsurge of nationalism 
 The RIN strike came at a time when the Indian nationalist sentiment had reached fever 

pitch across the country. 
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 The winter of 1945-46 saw three violent upsurges: in Calcutta in November 1945 over 
the INA trials; in February 1946, also in Calcutta, over the sentencing of INA officer 
Rashid Ali; and, in that same month, the ratings‘ uprise in Bombay. 

 This chain of events led to the ―mounting fever of excitement affecting the whole politi-
cal climate‖. 

 Soon, ordinary people joined the ratings, and life came to a virtual standstill in both 
Bombay and Calcutta. There were meetings, processions, strikes, and hartals. 

 In Bombay, labourers participated in a general strike called by the Communist Party of 
India and the Bombay Students‘ Union. In many cities across India, students boycotted 
classes in solidarity. 

 The response of the state was brutal. It is estimated that over 220 people died in police 
firing, while roughly 1,000 were injured. 

Significance of the events 
 The RIN revolt remains a legend today. It was an event that strengthened further the 

determination among all sections of the Indian people to see the end of British rule. 
 Deep solidarity and amity among religious groups was in evidence, which appeared to 

run counter to the rapidly spreading atmosphere of commuanal hatred and animosity. 
 However, communal unity was more in the nature of organisational unity than a unity 

among the two major communities. 
 Within months, India was to be devoured by a terrible communal conflagration. 

Final nail in the coffin 
 This revolt was different from the other revolts in the sense that, after 1857 it was the 

first time that the British realized that the Royal Indian forces were no more obedient to 
the British commands and were in concurrence with the overall defiant nationalist sen-
timents prevailing in the entire country. 

 Mutinies are usually confined to a particular station, establishment or ship. However, 
this was the first instance when the entire service joined the revolt. 

 Most striking feature was that it was directed against the British government and not 
against superior officers – not a single officer, British or Indian, was harmed. 

 Fearless action by the masses was an expression of militancy in the popular mind. Re-
volt in the armed forces had a great liberating effect on the minds of people. 

 It displayed that the armed forces no longer obeyed the British authority rather it was 
the nationalist leaders who held sway over them. The RIN revolt was seen as an event 
marking the end of British rule. 

 
 
 
Aftermath 
 The leaders realized that any mass uprising would inevitably carry the risk of not being 

amenable to centralized direction and control. Besides, now that independence and 
power were in sight, they were eager not to encourage indiscipline in the armed forces. 
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 It was immediately after this revolt that PM Atlee dispatched the Cabinet Mission to In-
dia, so it is also inferred that the mutiny hastened the process of transfer of power to In-
dia. 

 It is also important to mention that the revolt came to an end after the nationalist lead-
ers, Sardar Patel and Mohammad Ali Jinnah on receiving a request to intervene by the 
British, issued a statement calling upon the mutineers to surrender. 

INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY 

 
Friday, February 21 was International Mother Language Day. 
International Mother Language Day 

 1. It has been observed since 1999 to promote ―linguistic and cultural diversity and mul-
tilingualism‖, according to the UN. 

 2. Of the world‘s 6,000 languages, 43% are estimated as endangered, according to the 
UN. 

 3. On the other hand, just 10 languages account for as many as 4.8 billion speakers — 
over 60% of the world population. 

 4. Globally, English remains the most widely spoken language with 1.13 billion speakers 
in 2019, followed by Mandarin with 1.17 billion, according to the online database Eth-
nologue. 

Why February 21? 
 1. UNESCO declared International Mother Language Day in 1999, to commemorate a 

1952 protest against West Pakistan‘s imposition of Urdu as the official language of East 
Pakistan (present-day Bangladesh). 

 2. According to a report, police opened fire on demonstrating Dhaka University students 
and ―some people were killed‖. 

 3. When thousands thronged the university the next day, police fired again, killing more 
people. 



 

 
                     

                                         
                                                                                                  

BY KULDEEP RATHI AND TEAM90 

 

 4. In Bangladesh, since 1953, February 21 is observed as Ekushe Day, after the Ben-
gali word for twenty-one. 

 5. According to the South Asia Democratic Forum, five among those killed were recog-
nised as ―language martyrs — Abul Barkat, Abdul Jabbar, Rafiquddin Ahmad, Abdus 
Salman and Shafiur Rahman. 

 Data on Indian languages 

 
 1. Hindi is third with 615 million speakers while Bengali is seventh with 265 million. 
 2. In India, Hindi is the most spoken language with over 528 million speakers in 2011, 

as per the Census. 
 3. Bengali had 97.2 million speakers in 2011, followed by Marathi (83 million), while 

other languages with over 50 million speakers are 4. Telugu (81 million), Tamil (69 mil-
lion), Gujarati (55.5 million) and Urdu (50.8 million). 

 4. Percentage trends from 1991 to 2011 underline the growth of the most widely spoken 
language, Hindi, which was spoken by 39.29% of the Indian population in 1991, and 
whose share grew to 43.63% in 2011. 

 5. For other languages in India‘s top 12, the 2011 percentage share has fallen when 
compared to that in 1991. 

THE TAJ MAHAL COMPLEX 

The Taj Mahal complex has been spruced up for the visit of US President Donald Trump and First 
Lady Melania Trump. 
About Taj 

 The Taj Mahal is an ivory-white marble mausoleum on the south bank of the Yamuna river in 
the city of Agra. 

 It was commissioned in 1632 by Shah Jahan (reigned from 1628 to 1658) to house the tomb of 
his favourite wife, Mumtaz Mahal; it also houses the tomb of Shah Jahan himself. 

 The tomb is the centrepiece of a 17-hectare (42-acre) complex, which includes a mosque and a 
guest house, and is set in formal gardens bounded on three sides by a crenellated wall. 
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 The Taj Mahal complex is believed to have been completed in its entirety in 1653 at a cost es-
timated at the time to be around 32 million rupees, which in 2015 would be approximately 52.8 
billion rupees (U.S. $827 million). 

 The construction project employed some 20,000 artisans under the guidance of a board of ar-
chitects led by the court architect to the emperor, Ustad Ahmad Lahauri. 

 The Taj Mahal was designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1983 for being ―the jewel 
of Muslim art in India and one of the universally admired masterpieces of the world‘s heritage‖. 

Various threats to Taj 

 The Supreme Court had earlier expressed concern over the marble of the Taj changing colour, 
and asked how the white marble, which had first become yellowish, was now turning brownish 
and greenish. 

 Firstly, the polluting industries and the vehicular emissions in the Taj Trapezium Zone (TTZ) 
area are a major source of pollution. 

 The second reason is that the Yamuna River, which flows behind the Taj, has become highly 
polluted. 

 There is no aquatic life in it, and has caused insect and algae infestation on the Taj Mahal and 
other monuments situated on its banks. 

Use of mud packs 

 Increasing pollution in the air over the Gangetic Valley affecting the Taj has been a reason for 
concern for archaeologists and conservationists for long now. 

 Mud packs were applied on the surface of the monument first in 1994, and then again in 2001, 
2008, and, most recently, beginning 2014. 

 Mud packs have been one of the ASI‘s favoured ways to remove the yellow stains that have 
appeared over the years on the Taj Mahal‘s white marble facade. 

 The clay is applied in the form of a thick paste that absorbs the grime, grease and bird drop-
pings on the marble, before being washed off using distilled water. 

 The process is slow and tortuous, but is believed to leave the marble cleaner and shinier. 
 The intricate parts are applied with special ―multani mitti‘ (Fuller‘s clay) treatment. 

ASI planning barricade around famed stone chariot at Hampi 

  News: 

• Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is contemplating installing a wooden bar-

ricade around the stone chariot inside Vittala Temple complex at the UNESCO 

World Heritage site of Hampi in a bid to protect it from vandalism. 

Hampi: 

• UNESCO world heritage site. 
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• Part of the Mauryan Empire 3rd century BC. 

• The capital city during the four different dynasties in the Vijayanagar city 

• It is located near the Tungabhadra river. 

• Hampi-Vijayanagara was the greatest second-largest medieval-era city after 

Beijing, 

• Described by UNESCO as an "austere, grandiose site" of more than 1,600 sur-

viving remains of the last great Hindu kingdom in South India. 

Q) Where is the famous Vijaya Vittala temple having its carved pillars emitting 

musical notes and Virupaksha temple located? 

a. Belur 

b. Bhadrachalam 

c. Hampi 

d. Srirangam 

CENTRAL SANSKRIT UNIVERSITY BILL 2019  
 

 
 The Union Minister of HRD has introduced The Central Sanskrit Universities Bill, 2019 in Ra-
jya Sabha. 

Central Sanskrit Universities Bill, 2019 
The Bill is intended to convert India‘s three deemed-to-be Sanskrit universities — (i) 
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi, (ii) Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri Rashtriya Sanskrit Vid-
yapeeth, New Delhi, and (iii) Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, Tirupati — into Central Sanskrit 
Universities. 
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The following are the salient features of the Bill: 
What the universities will do 
The proposed central universities will: 

1. disseminate and advance knowledge for the promotion of Sanskrit, 
2. make special provisions for integrated courses in humanities, social sciences, and sci-

ence, and 
3. train manpower for the overall development and preservation of Sanskrit and allied sub-

jects. 

Powers and functions 
These include: 

1. prescribing courses of study and conducting training programmes, 
2. granting degrees, diplomas, and certificates, 
3. providing facilities through a distance education system, 
4. conferring autonomous status on a college or an institution, 
5. providing instructions for education in Sanskrit and allied subjects. 

University authorities 
Some of the authorities that the universities will have: 

 1. A court, which will review the policies of the university and suggest measures for its 
development. 

 2. An Executive Council, which will be the principal executive body. The 15-member 
council will include the Vice-Chancellor appointed by the Centre, who will be the chair-
person; a joint secretary of the Ministry of HRD, and two eminent academics from the 
field of Sanskrit or allied subjects. 

 3. The council will, among other functions, create teaching and academic posts and 
their appointment, and manage the revenue and property of the university. 

 4. An Academic and Activity Council, which will supervise academic policies. 
 5. A Board of Studies, which will approve the subjects for research and recommend 

measures to improve standards of teaching. 

Visitor of the universities 
 Like at all central universities, the President of India will be the Visitor of the central 

Sanskrit universities. 
 He may appoint persons to review and inspect the functioning of the University. 
 The Executive Council may take action based on the findings of the inspection. 

World Heritage Sites 
Government of India has submitted two nomination dossiers namely ‗Dholavira: A Harappan 
City‘ and ‗Monuments and Forts of Deccan Sultanate‘ for inclusion in the World Heritage List 
for the year 2020.  Govt. of Madhya Pradesh has submitted the proposal of ‗Group of Monu-
ments at Mandu‘ in the year 2019. 
What are World Heritage Sites? 
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 A World Heritage Site is a landmark or area, selected by the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) for having cultural, historical, sci-
entific or other forms of significance, which is legally protected by international treaties. 

 The sites are judged to be important for the collective and preservative interests of hu-
manity. 

 To be selected, a WHS must be an already-classified landmark, unique in some respect 
as a geographically and historically identifiable place having special cultural or physical 
significance (such as an ancient ruin or historical structure, building, city, complex, de-
sert, forest, island, lake, monument, mountain, or wilderness area). 

 It may signify a remarkable accomplishment of humanity, and serve as evidence of our 
intellectual history on the planet. 

 The sites are intended for practical conservation for posterity, which otherwise would be 
subject to risk from human or animal trespassing, unmonitored/uncontrolled/unrestricted 
access, or threat from local administrative negligence. 

 The list is maintained by the international World Heritage Program administered by the 
UNESCO World Heritage Committee, composed of 21 ―states parties‖ that are elected 
by their General Assembly. 

UNESCO World Heritage Committee 
 The World Heritage Committee selects the sites to be listed as UNESCO World Heri-

tage Sites, including the World Heritage List and the List of World Heritage in Danger. 
 It monitors the state of conservation of the World Heritage properties, defines the use of 

the World Heritage Fund and allocates financial assistance upon requests from States 
Parties. 

 It is composed of 21 states parties that are elected by the General Assembly of States 
Parties for a four-year term. 

 India is NOT a member of this Committee. 
 Recently, its 42nd meeting in 2018 was held in Manama Bahrain. 

Dogra dynasty 
In news 
• Jammu Airport and the Jammu University to be renamed after Hindu Dogra monarchs Ma-
haraja Hari Singh and Maharaja Gulab Singh, respectively. 
• Maharaja Gulab Singh founded the Dogra dynasty and became the first monarch of Jammu 
& Kashmir kingdom in 1846. 
• J&K was annexed by the Sikhs in 1819 and Gulab Singh was made Raja of the state by 
Sikhs in 1820 
• In the First Sikh War (1845–46), Maharaja Gulab Singh held aloof and then appeared as a 
mediator. As a reward, Jammu & Kashmir was given to him by the British for a cash payment 
• Maharaja Hari Singh was the last Dogra monarch, who acceded to India in 1947. He con-
tributed troops to British war effort in World War II and served on Churchill‘s imperial war 
cabinet 
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Biju Patnaik  

 
  
Recently, 104th birth anniversary of former Odisha chief minister Biju Patnaik was cele-
brated. He was a decorated freedom fighter. PM tweeted an Intelligence Bureau document 
from 1945 to show how Patnaik bravely lent his flying skills to rescue freedom fighters like 
Ram Manohar Lohia. 
Biju Pattnaik 

 Bijayananda Patnaik (1916-1997), popularly known as Biju Patnaik, was an Indian poli-
tician, aviator and businessman. As politician, he served twice as the Chief Minister of 
the State of Odisha. 

 It is well known that Biju Patnaik actively helped freedom fighters in the 1940s. 
 His daring was evident as he actively joined the Quit India movement in 1942 and col-

laborated with the underground leaders like Jayaprakash Narayan, Aruna Asif Ali and 
Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia, even while in the British service. 

 Patnaik was imprisoned by the British Government for three years later. 

Role in foreign freedom struggles 
 As an officer in the Royal Indian Air Force in the early 1940s, Patnaik flew innumerable 

sorties to rescue British families fleeing the Japanese advance on Rangoon, the capital 
of Burma. 

 He also dropped arms and supplies to Chinese troops fighting the Japanese and later to 
the Soviet army struggling against Hitler‘s onslaught near Stalingrad. 

 On the 50th anniversary of the end of the war, Patnaik was honoured by the Russians 
for his help,‖ the obit noted. 

 Interestingly, Nehru entrusted Patnaik with rescuing Indonesian resistance fighters who 
were fighting their Dutch colonisers. 

 Accompanied by wife Gyanwati, ―the lanky pilot flew an old Dakota aircraft to Singapore 
en route to Jakarta where the rebels were entrenched‖ in 1948. 

 Dodging the Dutch guns, he entered Indonesian airspace and landed on an improvised 
airstrip near Jakarta. 

 Using left-over fuel from abandoned Japanese military dumps, Patnaik took off with 
prominent rebels, including Sultan Shariyar and Achmad Sukarno, for a secret meeting 
with Nehru at New Delhi. 



 

 
                     

                                         
                                                                                                  

BY KULDEEP RATHI AND TEAM96 

 

 
Amrit Kaur 

 
Former PM Indira Gandhi and freedom fighter Rajkumari Amrit Kaur are mentioned in TIME 
magazine‘s list of the 100 most powerful women who defined the last century in a new project 
that aims to feature those women who were ―often overshadowed‖. 
Who was Amrit Kaur? 

 Amrit Kaur was the first woman in independent India who joined the Cabinet as the 
Health Minister and remained in that position for 10 years. 

 Born into the Kapurthala royal family, she was educated in Oxford and returned to India 
in 1918, and began to be drawn towards the work and teachings of MK Gandhi. 

Her contributions 
 Before taking up the position of a Health Minister, Kaur was Mahatma Gandhi‘s secre-

tary. 
 During these 10 years, she founded the Indian Council for Child Welfare. 
 She also laid the foundation of the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) and 

Lady Irwin College in Delhi in the following years. 
 Apart from joining the nationalist freedom struggle, Kaur also began work on a number 

of other social and political issues such as the purdah system, child marriage and the 
Devadasi system. 

 She passed away in 1964, at the age of 75. 

Role in the freedom struggle 
 In 1936, hoping that more women would join the freedom struggle, Gandhiji invited her. 
 In the following years, as Kaur started interacting with other freedom fighters such as 

Gopal Krishna Gokhale and Mahatma Gandhi, she gave up her princely comforts and 
began to discipline herself by responding to the Gandhian call. 

 When the civil disobedience movement took off in the 1930s, Kaur dedicated her life to 
it. 

 Kaur was jailed after the Quit India movement and carried to the jail a spinning wheel, 
the Bhagwat Gita and the Bible. 
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 Further, while Kaur advocated for equality, she was not in favour of reservations for 
women and believed that universal adult franchise would open the doors for women to 
enter into the legislative and administrative institutions of the country. 

 In light of this, she believed that there was no place left for reservation of seats. 

Gaura Devi and her contributions in Chipko Movement  

 
 Union HRD Minister along with senior women officers of the Ministry planted a sapling in 
memory of Gaura Devi, Chipko Activist in New Delhi. 
Gaura Devi 

 Gaura Devi was born in 1925 in a village named Lata in the state of Uttarakhand. She 
moved to a nearby village named Reni by the Alaknanda River. 

 She was elected to lead the Mahila Mangal Dal (Women‘s Welfare Association) in the 
wake of the Chipko movement. The organization worked on the protection of community 
forests. 

Her contributions in Chipko Movement 
 Gaura Devi came to notice in 1974 when she was told that local loggers were cutting 

the trees. 
 The men of Reni village had been tricked out of the village by news that the government 

was going to pay out compensation for land used by the army. 
 She challenged the men to shoot her instead of cutting down the trees and she de-

scribed the forest with her maika (mother‘s house). 
 They managed to halt their work by hugging the trees despite the abuse of the armed 

loggers. 
 They kept guard of the trees that night and over the next three or four days other vil-

lages and villagers joined the action. The loggers left leaving the trees. 

Impact 
 After this incident, the Uttar Pradesh Government established a committee of experts to 

investigate the issue of felling of trees, and the lumber company withdrew its men from 
Reni. 

 The committee stated that the Reni forest was an ecologically sensitive area and that 
no trees should be felled there. 
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 Thereafter the government of Uttar Pradesh placed a 10-year ban on all tree-felling in 
an area of over 1150 km². 

 
Marakkars 
The big-budget Malayalam film Marakkar: The Lion of the Arabian Sea is set to be re-
leased. It is a war film depicting the heroics of the Marakkar clan, whose leaders were 
naval chieftains of the Zamorin of Calicut during the 16th and 17th centuries. 
Who were the Marakkars? 

 By some accounts, they were of Arab origin and had migrated from Tunisia to Pantha-
layani near Koyilandy in present-day Kozhikode, and later moved to the region around 
present-day Kottakkal and Thikkodi near Payyoli. 

 By other accounts, the Marakkars were descendants of affluent businessman from the 
Cochin kingdom who migrated later to Calicut. 

 Historians say the name ‗Marakkar‘ could have originated from maram or marakkalam, 
meaning ship, as these families lived along the coast and used ships. 

 Alternatively, it could have originated from the Arabic word markaba, meaning those 
who migrated via ships. 

 The Marakkars were mostly Muslims, but in some parts, they have been found to be 
Hindus as well. 

What was the war against the Portuguese about? 
 The Zamorin, Samoothiri in Malayalam, was the title given to rulers of the Calicut king-

dom on the Malabar coast. 
 Faced with invading Portuguese ships, the Zamorin reached out to the Marakkars to de-

fend the coast. The Marakkars fought against Portuguese invaders for nearly a century. 
 They were led in succession by four Marakkars, chief admirals who were appointed by 

the Zamorin with the title of Kunjali. 
 Related by bloodline, they were Kuttyali Marakkar (Kunjali Marakkar I, appointed in 

1507), Kutty Pokker (Kunjali Marakkar II), Pathu Marakkar (Kunjali Marakkar III) and 
Muhammad Ali Marakkar (Kunjali Marakkar IV, appointed in 1595). 

 Their strategy was similar to guerrilla warfare. The Portuguese had massive ships which 
could not make easy manoeuvres in the sea. 

 The Marakkars used small ships which could easily surround the Portuguese ships, 
enabling the fighters to attack at will. 

Who is depicted the ‘Lion of the Arabian Sea’? 
 Kunjali Marakkar IV earned his reputation with his fierce onslaught on Portuguese 

ships, the favours he gave those who fought against the Portuguese, and his efforts to 
strengthen the fort at Kottakkal. 

 When he took charge in 1595, relations between the Zamorin and the Marakkars were 
deteriorating. 

 The Zamorin was feeling threatened by Kunjali Marakkar IV‘s popularity, and by reports 
(said to be spread by the Portuguese) that he was planning to create a Muslim empire. 
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 In 1597, the Zamorin signed a peace treaty with the Portuguese and attacked Kottakkal 
fort. For months, the Marakkars resisted the attack by the Zamorin‘s Nair soldiers and 
the Portuguese fleet. 

 Eventually, as Portugal sent more forces and the Zamorin mounted his effort, Marakkar 
surrendered to the Zamorin on the assurance that their lives would be spared. But the 
Portuguese violated the terms, arrested him, took him to Goa and beheaded him. 

Namda- Traditional Craft of Kashmir 
In News: 
• Achievements of Arifa Jaan from Jammu and Kashmir- who revived the traditional Namda 

craft of carpet weaving- were shared on social media by PM Modi under #SheInspire-
sUs. 

• Namda is a form of matting. 
• They are made from wool by practice of felting the wool rather than weaving it. The felted 

carpets are predominantly made of pure wool 
• Namda is usually a sandwich of many layers of wool flattened over each other. After a 

layer is spread, it is sprinkled homogenously with water and pressed with a tool known 
as ‗pinjra‘ (woven willow wicker) 

• It is said to have originated in the 11th century when Akbar ordered for asuitable coverage 
for his horse who was affected by biting cold 

Pyramid of Djoser 

 

 News: 
• Egypt reopened the Pyramid of Djoser, the first pyramid ever built, after a 14-year restora-

tion costing nearly $ 6.6 million. 
• The pyramid was constructed during the era of Pharaoh Djoser, the second king of An-

cient Egypt‘s Third Dynasty (2650 BC– 2575 BC). 
• The 4,700-year-old pyramid is 60 meters tall, and consists of six stacked steps over a bur-

ial shaft tomb 28 meters deep and seven meters wide. 
• It is located at the Saqqara archaeological site, 24 km southwest of Cairo, outside the 

royal capital of Memphis 
• It is a UNESCO world heritage site 
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Q) Consider the following statements about Djoser pyramid 
1. It is considered as the considerably oldest monumental stone building. 
2. It is a UNESCO world heritage site 
Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 
a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Attukal pongala 

  
In News: 
• The Attukal Pongala is a ten-day-long festival held in Attukal Temple, Thiruvananthapuram 

(Kerala) is the largest congregation of women for a festival in the world. 
• Pongala, which means ‗to boil over‘, is the ritual in which women prepare sweet payasam 

(a pudding made from rice, jaggery, coconut and plantains cooked together) and offer it 
to the Goddess or ‗Bhagavathy‘. The ritual can only be performed by women 

• The festival commences with the musical rendering of the story of the Goddess (Kannaki 
Charitam) that invokes the victory of Good over Evil, by the slaying of Pandyan King. 

• Also known as ―the Sabarimala of Women‖. 
Q) Attukal Pongala is a festival that is predominantly celebrated in which State of In-

dia? 
a. Karnataka 
b. Kerala 
c. Tamil Nadu 
d. Andhra Pradesh 

 

90 yrs of salt movement 
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News: 
• The salt movement led by Gandhi started on March 12 in 1930, from Sabarmati Ashram to 

the coastal village of Dandi (240 miles) 
• The Salt March is also known as the Dandi March and the Dandi Satyagraha. 

• Objective: 

 To produce salt from the seawater in the coastal village of Dandi, as was the practice 
of the local populace until British authorities introduced taxation on salt production 
and deemed their sea-salt reclamation activities illegal. 

 It was a direct-action campaign of tax resistance and nonviolent protest against the 
British salt monopoly under the 1882 British Salt Act. 

• The march directly followed the Poorna Swaraj declaration of sovereignty and self-rule by 
the Indian National Congress on 26 January 1930. 

• The then Viceroy, Lord Irwin was hardly perturbed by the threat of a salt protest and the 
government did nothing to prevent the salt march from taking place. 

• The salt tax accounted for 8.2% of the British Raj revenue from tax 
• When Gandhi broke the salt laws on 6 April 1930, it sparked large scale acts of civil dis-

obedience against the British Raj salt laws by millions of Indians. 
• As per the Gandhi-Irwin Pact Indians were allowed to make salt for domestic use 

Chaitra Jatra Festival 

  

In News: 
• The annual Chaitra Jatra festival scheduled to be held on March 17 at Odisha‘s Tara 

Tarini hill shrine is canceled as a precautionary measure against COVID-19 infection. 
• Tara Tarini hill shrine on banks of the Rushikulya river, is a major center of Shakti worship 

in Odisha. 

Prelims Value Addition 
• After Gahirmatha in Kendrapara district of Odisha, the Rushikulya river mouth in Ganjam 

district has emerged as the second largest nesting site of the endangered olive ridley 
turtles. 

• Indian Navy's sailboat INSV Tarini was named after Tara Tarini hill shrine. 
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• The first Indian all-woman crew had circumnavigated the globe in INSV Tarini. 
 

 
 
Classical Languages 
News: 
• Rajya Sabha passes bill to grant the status of Central universities to three deemed San-

skrit universities: 

 Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan in Delhi 

 Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth in Delhi 

 Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth in Tirupati. 

• Currently there are six languages that enjoy the 'Classical' status in India: 

 Tamil (declared in 2004), Sanskrit (2005), Kannada (2008), Telugu (2008), Malaya-
lam (2013), and Odia (2014). 

• All the Classical Languages are listed in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution. 
• The guidelines for declaring a language as ‗Classical‘ are: 

 High antiquity of its early texts / recorded history over a period of 1500-2000 years 

 A body of ancient literature / texts, which is considered a valuable heritage by gen-
erations of speakers; 

 The literary tradition be original and not borrowed from another speech community 

 The classical language and literature being distinct from modern, there may also be a 
discontinuity between the classical language and its later forms or its offshoots. 

Places in News: 
• Pakke Tiger Reserve - a biodiversity hotspot of the eastern Himalayas is located in Arun-

achal Pradesh 
• The Sundarban National Park is located in the south-east of Calcutta in the District of 

West Bengal and forms part of the Gangetic Delta. 

 
Q) Consider the following statements about Classical Languages 
1. All Scheduled Eight Languages having an history of more than 700 years are declared as 

Classical languages of India 
2. The Ministry of Culture provides the guidelines regarding Classical languages. 
Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 
a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
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d. Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 
 
 

Sheikh Mujib and his legacy 
March 17 is the birth anniversary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (1920-1975), the 
founding leader of Bangladesh and the country‘s first Prime Minister. 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 

 
 Before joining politics, Rahman studied law and political science in Kolkata and Dhaka 

and agitated for Indian independence. 
 He is referred to as Sheikh Mujib or simply Mujib, the title ‗Bangabandhu‘ meaning 

‗friend of Bengal‘. 
 In 1949, he joined the Awami League, a political party which advocated greater auton-

omy for East Pakistan. 
 A popular leader in East Pakistan, Rahman played an important role in the six-point 

movement and the Anti-Ayub movement. 

Role in Bangladesh liberation 
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 In 1970, his party secured an absolute majority in the Pakistani general elections; the 
country‘s first, winning more seats than all parties in West Pakistan, including Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto‘s Pakistan People‘s Party. 

 The election results were not honoured; leading to a bloody civil war, and Sheikh Mujib 
declared Bangladesh‘s independence from Pakistan on March 26, 1971. 

 The declaration coincided with a ruthless show of strength by the Pakistani military, in 
which tanks rolled out on the streets of Dhaka and several students and intellectuals 
were killed. 

 India under then PM Indira Gandhi provided full support to Rahman and Bangladesh‘s 
independence movement, resulting in the creation of a sovereign government at Dhaka 
in January 1971. 

His legacy 
 Rahman, who had been arrested and taken to West Pakistan, returned to Bangladesh 

after being freed in January 1972. 
 For the next three years, Rahman held the new country‘s prime ministerial post, and 

became a celebrated icon in India as well, admired for his moving speeches and char-
ismatic personality. 

 On 15 August 1975, Rahman was killed in a military coup along with his wife and three 
sons, including 10-year-old Sheikh Russel. 

 His daughters, the current Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her younger sister Sheikh 
Rehana, survived as they were abroad at the time. 

Windrush Scandal 

 
  
The British government has apologised for its treatment of Britons of Caribbean origin, which 
were wrongly detained or deported for being illegal immigrants, after the publication of a dev-
astating official report. 
What is the scandal? 

 The Windrush scandal is a 2018 British political scandal concerning people who were 
wrongly detained, denied legal rights, threatened with deportation, and, in at least 83 
cases wrongly deported from the UK. 
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 Many of those affected had been born British subjects and had arrived in the UK before 
1973, particularly from Caribbean countries as members of the ―Windrush generation‖. 

 As well as those who were wrongly deported, an unknown number were wrongly de-
tained, lost their jobs or homes, or were denied benefits or medical care to which they 
were entitled. 

 A number of long-term UK residents were wrongly refused re-entry to the UK, and a lar-
ger number were threatened with immediate deportation by the Home Office. 

 The scandal also prompted a wider debate about British immigration policy and Home 
Office practice. 

Windrush Generation 
 The Windrush generation is named after one of the many vessels that ferried some half 

a million people from the Caribbean islands to the U.K. in the late 1940s. 
 The ―Empire Windrush‖ ship had brought one of the first groups of West Indian migrants 

to the UK in 1948. 
 The generation refers to migrants from the Caribbean Commonwealth who had come to 

the U.K. at a time when they had the right to remain indefinitely in Britain but had had 
their rights questioned under a toughened immigration regime. 

Q) Windrush Scandal seen in news is related to which of the following country? 
a.  United States of America 
b.  Britain 
c. India 
d.  Canada 
 

Abel prize 
In News: 
• Abel prize was established by the Norwegian government in 2002 on the occasion of the 
200th anniversary of Neil Henrick‘s birth (Norwegian Mathematician) 
• The purpose is to award the Abel Prize for outstanding scientific work in the field of 
mathematics. 

Puri Jagannath Temple 
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In News: 
• The Jagannath Temple in Puri was called the "White Pagoda". 
• The temple is a part of Char Dham (Badrinath, Dwaraka, Puri, Rameswaram) pilgrimages 
that a Hindu is expected to make in remembered lifetime. 
• When most of the deities in the temples of India are made of stone or metal, the idol of 
Jagannatha is made of wood which is ceremoniously replaced in every twelve or nineteen 
years by using sacred trees. 
• The temple is believed to be constructed in the 12th century by King Anatavarman Cho-
daganga Deva of the Eastern Ganga Dynasty. 
• The temple is famous for its annual Ratha Yatra or Chariot festival, in which the three 
principal deities (Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra) are pulled on huge and elaborately 
decorated temple cars 
• Jagannath Puri temple is called 'Yamanika Tirtha' where, according to the Hindu beliefs, 
the power of 'Yama', the god of death has been nullified in Puri due to the presence of Lord 
Jagannath. 
Q) Consider the following statements about Puri Jagannath Temple 
1. The temple is believed to be constructed in the 12th century by King Anatavarman Cho-
daganga Deva of the Eastern Ganga Dynasty. 
2. The temple is famous for its annual Ratha Yatra or Chariot festival, in which the three 
principal deities (Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra) are pulled on huge and elaborately 
decorated temple cars 
Which of the statement (s) given above is / are correct? 
a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Yakshagana 

  

In News: 
• Over 900 Yakshagana scripts are digitized through voluntary community efforts. 

About Yakshagana 
• Yakshagana is a traditional theater form of Karnataka. 
• It combines dance, music, dialogue, costume, make-up, and stage techniques with a 
unique style and form. 
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• It is performed with massive headgears, elaborate facial make-up and vibrant costumes 
and ornaments. 
• It is performed with percussion instruments like chenda, maddalam, jagatta or chengila 
(cymbals) and chakratala or elathalam (small cymbals). 
• Yakshagana is traditionally presented from dusk to dawn. 
• It is believed to have evolved from pre-classical music and theater during the period of the 
Bhakti movement 
• Earlier days, the Yakshagana theater was known as Bhagavatara attar, which revolved 
round the stories of Lord Krishna and Vishnu 

Q 2. Yakshagana is associated with which State of India? 
a. Karnataka 
b. Kerala 
c. Tamil Nadu 
d. Telangana 

Various festivals across the country being celebrated 
In News: 
• Indian Prime Minister greeted people on the occasion of various festivals across the coun-
try being celebrated on 25th March, 2020. 
Key takeaways: 
• The festivals being celebrated are Yugadi, Gudhi Padwa, Navreh and Sajibu Cheiraoba. 
• These festivals mark the New Year‘s Day for the people belonging to Hindu religion and 
Sanamahism religion. 
• They are celebrated on the first day of the Hindu lunisolar calendar month of Chaitra. 
• This typically falls in March or April of the Gregorian calendar. 

Important value additions: 
Festivals Description 

Yugadi It is celebrated in Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana states in India. 

Gudhi Padwa It is celebrated in and near Maharashtra and Goa. 

Navreh It is celebrated by Kashmiri Pandits. 

Sajibu Cheiraoba 
It is celebrated by the people who follow the Sanamahism religion of the Indian 

state of Manipur. 

Q) Consider the following statements: 
1. Yugadi is celebrated in Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana states of India. 
2. Gudhi Padwa is celebrated in and near Maharashtra and Goa. 
Which of the above is / are correct? 
a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Kavutheendal ceremony 
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In News: 
• Kavutheendal ceremony, a part of the Meena Bharani festival, was recently performed at 
Sri Kurumba Bhagavathy Temple in Kerala. 

Key takeaways: 
• The ceremony usually sees huge number of devotees. 
• Amidst the coronavirus lockdown, the ceremony was performed by a representative of the 
Velan community, without the presence of any devotee. 

Kavutheendal ritual 
• It is considered as the largest congregation of oracles in the world. 
• This ritual is based on the notions of purity / impurity inherent in Brahminical Hinduism. 
Velan community 
• The community belongs to scheduled caste that lives mainly in Kerala. 
Sri Kurumba Bhagavathy Temple 
• It is a Hindu temple at Kodungallur of Kerala state in India. 
• It is dedicated to the goddess Bhadrakali, a form of Maha Kali worshipped in Kerala. 
 

Tribal rituals for lockdown 
In News: 
• Various tribal communities of Arunachal Pradesh performed rituals to observe lockdown 
in the wake of coronavirus pandemic. 

Key takeaways: 
• Arr-Rinam was performed by the Galos community. 
• The Adi community performed Motor ritual. 
• The Nyishi community observed Arrue involving self-quarantine. 

Galos community 
• They belong to the Tani group inhabiting Assam and Arunachal Pradesh, besides Tibet. 
• Only the Galos maintain genealogy through given names. 
• The Galos perform Popir dance. 
• They have been recognized as a Scheduled Tribe under the constitution. 

Adi community 
• They are one of the most populous groups of indigenous peoples in the Indian state of 
Arunachal Pradesh. 
• Their prime festivals are Aran, Donggin, Solung, and Etor. 
• The majority of Adi traditionally follow Donyi-Polo religion. 

Nyishi community 
• It is the largest ethnic group in Arunachal Pradesh. 
• The Nyishi language belongs to the Sino-Tibetan family. 
• Polygyny is prevalent among the Nyishi. 
 

Homam ceremony performed 
In News: 
• Homam ceremony was recently performed at Srikalahastheeswara Devasthanam. 
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Key takeaways: 
• The Homam is generally performed to ensure prosperity and well-being at the global level 
and health and longevity at the individual level. 
• This time it was particularly performed to undo the negative effects of coronavirus. 
Srikalahastheeswara Devasthanam 
• The temple is famous across the world for performing 'Rahu Ketu Puja' every day to fight 
the 'toxic' effect of Rahu and Ketu, the 'rogue serpents' among the pantheon of Hindu gods. 
• This is the only Saivite shrine in the country to remain open during the solar and lunar 
eclipse. 
 

Tablighi Jamaat 
  In News: • Over 200 have tested positive for COVID-19 from among 4,000-odd who had 

gathered in Delhi's Markaz Nizamuddin, the headquarters of the Tablighi Jamaat. 

 Key takeaways: 
 • Tablighi Jamaat literally means a society for spreading the faith. 
• It is a Sunni Islamic missionary movement. 
• It aims to reach out to ordinary Muslims and revive their faith. 
• It was launched by Deoband cleric and prominet Islamic scholar Maulana Muhammad 
Ilyas Khandhalaw in 1927 in Mewat to bring back Meo peasants (mostly Muslims who were 
largely practicing Hindu traditions) into the fold of traditional Islam. 
 

Pattachitra 
In News: 
• COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the livelihood of the Pattachitra artists, residing in 
Heritage crafts village of Raghurajpur in Odisha. 
 • It is a picture painted on a piece of cloth. 
• It is based in the states of West Bengal and Odisha. 
 Bengal tradition -It is centered around Kalighat (in Kolkata). Theme is not much devotional. 
Odisha tradition- It is centered around Puri. These paintings are based on Hindu mythology 
and specially inspired by Jagannath and Vaishnava sect. 
 

Meru Jatra / Danda Nata 

• Odisha‘s Ganjam district administration recently banned the Meru Jatra festival on the oc-
casion of Mahavishub Sankranti, which is also the start of the Odia New Year. 
• Meru Jatra marks the end of 21-day-long festival of penance named 'Danda Nata'. 
 • Only male persons take part in this festival. 
• The participants of Danda are called Danduas (also known as Bhoktas). • Goddess Kali 
and Shiva are worshipped during this period. 
 

Basava Jayanthi: Birth anniversary of Vishwaguru 
Basaveshwara 
In News: 
• Recently, The Prime Minister of India greeted the people on Global Basava Jayanthi 
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• It is celebrated on April 26 to honor the birth of Vishwaguru Basaveshwara. 

Important value additions: 
Basaveshwara 
• He was born in Bagevadi (of undivided Bijapur district in Karnataka) during 1131 AD. 
• He was the 12th century philosopher and social reformer who gave a unique spiritual path 
to mankind. 
• He is the founding saint of the Lingayat sect. 
• His spiritual discipline was based on the principles of: 
 Arivu (true knowledge), 
 Achara (right conduct), 
 Anubhava (divine experience) 

• His practical approach and act of establishment of ‗Kalyana Rajya‘ (welfare state) brought 
a new status and position for all the citizens of the society, irrespective of class, caste, 
creed and sex. 
• He established the Anubhava Mantapa, which was a common forum for all to discuss the 
prevailing problems of socio, economic and political areas. 
• It was the first and foremost socio-religious parliament of India. 
• On 14th November 2015, the Prime Minister of India also inaugurated the statue of Basa-
vanna along the bank of the river Thames at Lambeth in London. 
 

Gamosas evolve as protective gear amidst COVID-19 pandemic 
• Gamosas, a decorative cotton towel, are being used as protective gear to fight the coro-
navirus. 
• The Gamosa / Gamusa is an article of great significance for the people of Assam. 
• It is a white rectangular piece of cloth. 
• It has a red border on three sides and red woven motifs on the fourth. Other colors may 
also be used. 
• Cotton yarn is the most common material used for making / weaving gamosa. 
• For special occasions, Pat silk is used. 
• It is valued as a gift for visitors, a scarf, anti-dust mask, as a turban. 
 

Nihang 
• A group of Nihangs attacked a Punjab police party recently. 
• Nihang is an order of Sikh warriors, characterized by blue robes, antiquated arms such as 
swords and spears, and decorated turbans surmounted by steel quoits. 
• Any person irrespective of caste, creed or religion can become Nihang provided he has 
unshorn hair as per the Sikh traditions at the time of entering the sect. 
• His origin can be traced back to the creation of the Khalsa by Guru Gobind Singh in 1699. 
Nihangs had a major role in defending the Sikh panth after the fall of the first Sikh rule 
(1710-15). 
• His clout came to an end after the fall of Sikh Empire in 1849. 
• Nihangs today constitute a small community. 
 

Kalaripayattu 
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• The Kerala Tourism has come up with six theme-based microsites, including one on 
Kalaripayattu for the post-COVID-19 days. 
• Kalaripayattu is also known as Kalari, is an Indian martial art and fighting style. 
• It originated in Kerala. 
• It is considered to be among the oldest martial arts still in existence. 
• Women in Keralite society also undergo training in Kalaripayattu. 
 

Birthplace of Purandara Dasa to be researched upon 
In News: 
• Department of Archeology, Karnataka will commence field research work to explore ar-
chaeological evidences regarding the birthplace of Purandara Dasa. 
• It was widely believed earlier that he was born in Purandharagad, Maharashtra. 
• However, it is also claimed that he belonged to Malnad region of Southern Karnataka. 
Important value additions 

Purandara Dāsa (1484 - 1565) 
• He belonged to the Haridasa movement (servant of Lord Hari or Lord Krishna) 
• He was a renowned composer of Carnatic music, a Vaishnava poet, a saint and a social 
reformer. 
• He was a disciple of the Dvaita philosopher-saint Vyasatirtha. 
• He made Srimad Bhagavatam available to everyone in simple and melodious songs. 
• He formulated the basic lessons of teaching Carnatic music by structuring graded exer-
cises known as Svaravalis and Alankaras. 
• He is widely referred to as the "father" of Carnatic music in honor of his significant contri-
butions to Carnatic music, 
• He is noted for composing Dasa Sahithya. 
 

Kheer Bhawani Mela gets canceled amidst COVID-19 pandemic 
 

In News: 
• The Annual Kheer Bhawani Mela was canceled recently because of COVID-19 pandemic 
in the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Important value additions 
Kheer Bhawani Mela 
• It is an Annual Festival celebrated by Kashmiri Pandits. 
• The devotees of the Goddess Mata Kheer Bhawani fast and gather here on the day of 
"Zeshta Ashtami," the eighth day of the full moon in the month of May / June. 
• According to belief, the Goddess changes the color of the spring's waters during this 
month. 
• Ragyna Devi Temple in Tulmulla Ganderbal village, near Srinagar (J&K) is popularly 
known as ―Mata Kheer Bhawani temple‖. 
• The temple is dedicated to the Goddess kheer Bhawani. 
• The term kheer refers to rice pudding that is offered in the spring located in the temple to 
Please the Goddess. 
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• This is the most important temple for Kashmiri Pandits. 

India pays tribute to Vinayak Damodar Savarkar (Veer 
Savarkar) on his Jayanti 
In News: 
• Recently, India paid tribute to the freedom fighter, Veer Savarkar on his birth anniversary. 

Important value additions 
Veer savarkar 
• He was an Indian independence activist, politician, lawyer and writer. 
• He is also known as Swatantryaveer Savarkar. 
• He founded a secret society called Abhinav Bharat Society. 
• The society was associated with several revolutionaries and political activists with 
branches in various parts of India and London. 
• He was also involved in the formation of Hindu Mahasabha. 
• He was the president of the Mahasabha from 1937 to 1943. 
• Savarkar wrote books, namely: 

 The History of the War of Indian Independence 

 Hindutva: who is Hindu? 
 

Ambubachi Mela: Festival to mark the menstrual period of the goddess 

About 
• Ambubachi Mela, is a four-day fair to mark the annual menstruation of the goddess at 
Kamakhya temple, Assam. 
• Kamakhya, atop Nilachal Hills in Guwahati, is one of 51 shaktipeeths or seats of Shakti 
followers, each representing a body part of Sati, Lord Shiva‘s companion. The temple's 
sanctum sanctorum houses the yoni - female genital - symbolized by a rock. 
• Temple priests said the ritualistic fair celebrating the goddess' period is one of the rea-
sons why the taboo associated with menstruation is less in Assam compared to other parts 
of India. 
• The attainment of womanhood of girls in Assam is celebrated with a ritual called 'Tuloni 
Biya', meaning small wedding. 
 

Malabar Rebellion or Moplah Riots of 1921 
Why in news? 
• The 1921 Malabar Rebellion or Moplah Riots turns 100 next year. 
• In other words, the year 2021 will mark the 100th year anniversary of the Malabar / Mo-
plah uprising of 1921. 

About Malabar Rebellion 
• Malabar Rebellion of 1921 was the culmination of a series of riots by Moplahs (Muslims of 
Malabar) in the 19th and early 20th centuries against the British and the Hindu landlords in 
Malabar (Northern Kerala). 
• The resistance which started against the British colonial rule and the feudal system later 
ended in communal violence between Hindus and Muslims. 
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• The Moplah Rebellion or the Malabar Rebellion was an extended version of the Khilafat 
Movement in Kerala in 1921. 

The main leaders of this rebellion were: 
1. Variyankunnath Kunjahammed Haji 
2. Sithi Koya Thangal 
3. Ali Musliyar 
Background: 
• In 1921 the Muslim peasants of the Malabar districts of Kerala known as the Moplahs 
rose against their landlords, the Namboodris and Nairs. These upper classes exploited the 
peasants. The Moplahs had no security of their tenure. 
• The renewal of fees, high rents and other extractions by the zamindars, broke the back-
bone of the Moplahs. They became united and made armed attacks on the Namboodris, 
Nair‘s and other higher castes. The British Government became active and suppressed 
them. 
 

Center to revive Narayana Guru spiritual circuit plan 
In news: 
• Ministry of Tourism has considered the revival of the Sivagiri Sree Narayana Guru Ash-
ram-Aruvipuram-Kunnumpara Sree Subrahmania-Chembazhanthi Sree Narayana Guruku-
lam spiritual circuit. 
• Rs. 69.47-crore Sree Narayana Guru spiritual circuit would be retained under the 
Swadesh Darshan Scheme. 

Important Value Additions: 
Swadesh Darshan Scheme 
• It is a flagship scheme of Ministry of Tourism launched in 2014-15. 
• It is for an integrated development of theme based tourist circuits in the country. 
• The scheme would result in increased tourist inflow thereby creating employment oppor-
tunities for the local community. 
The following thematic circuits have been identified, for development namely, 
1. North-East India Circuit, Buddhist Circuit, 
2. Himalayan Circuit, Coastal Circuit, Krishna Circuit, 
3. Desert Circuit, Tirtankar circuit, Tribal Circuit, 
4. Eco Circuit, Wildlife Circuit, Rural Circuit, 
5. Spiritual Circuit, Sufi circuit, Ramayana Circuit and Heritage Circuit. 

About Sree Narayana Guru 
• He was a great saint, scholar, philosopher, poet and the forerunner of social renaissance 
in Kerala. 
• He was born in 1856 in a peasant family of then untouchable Ezhava caste, in Thiru-
vananthapuram. 
• He led a reform movement in Kerala, against the injustice in the caste-ridden society in 
order to promote social equality. 
• He also gave the universal message, "One caste, one religion, one God." 
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Aravipuram Movement - was launched by Sri Narayana Guru on Shivaratri day of 1888. On 
that day, Sri Narayana Guru defied the religious restrictions traditionally placed on the Ez-
hava community, and consecrated an idol of Shiva at Aravipuram. This drew the famous 
poet Kumaran Asan as a disciple of Narayana Guru. 
 

Santhal Rebellion 

  
Covid-19 pandemic has led to the cancellation of annual public observance of Hul in Jhark-
hand. 

Hul divas 
• Hul Divas is observed annually on June 30 in memory of tribals - Sidho and Kanhu 
Murmu - who led the Santhal Hul (rebellion) on June 30, 1855, at Bhognadih in Sahebganj 
district. 

About Santhal Rebellion 
• The Santhals of Rajmahal Hills resented the oppression by revenue officials, police, 
money-lenders, and landlords — in general, by the ―outsiders‘ (whom they called diku). 
• The Santhals under Sido and Kanhu rose up against their oppressors, declared the end of 
the Company's rule and asserted themselves independent in 1854. 
• It was only in 1856 after extensive military operations that the situation was brought under 
control. Sido died in 1855, while Kanhu was arrested in 1866. 
• A separate district of Santhal Parganas was created by the Government to pacify the 
Santhals. 
 

Bahuda Yatra, Puri Temple Architecture 
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The Bahuda Yatra, the return journey of the deities to the Puri Jagannath temple after the 
annual Rath Yatra, was recently reached amid permitted restrictions. 

Bahuda Yatra 
• A / c to folk stories Lord Jagannath and his siblings, Goddess Shubhadra and Lord 
Balabhadra, returns from their aunt's place at Gundicha Temple to Jagannath Temple. 
• This journey is known as Bahuda Yatra. 
• Nine days after the Rath Yatra, the yatra or the return journey takes place. 
About Jagannath Rath Yatra 
• Ratha Jatra, the festival of Chariots of Lord Jagannatha is celebrated every year at Puri, 
the temple town in Orissa, on the east coast of India. 
• It involves a public procession with a chariot with deities Jagannath (Vishnu avatar), 
BalaBhadra (his brother), Subhadra (his sister) and Sudarshana Chakra (his weapon) on a 
ratha, a wooden deula-shaped chariot. 
• The huge, colorfully decorated chariots, are drawn by hundreds and thousands of devo-
tees on the bada danda, the grand avenue to the Gundicha temple, some two miles away 
to the North. 
• It attracts over a million Hindu pilgrims who join the procession each year. 

Back2Basics: Puri Temple Architecture 

  
• Jagannath Temple is a very big temple and covers an area of 37000m2. The height of the 
outer wall is 6.1m. 
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• It is surrounded by a high fortified wall 6.1 m high is known as Meghanada Pacheri. 
• The main part of the temple is also surrounded by a wall known as Kurma Bheda. 
• The temple is built in Rekha Deula style and has four distinct sectional structures, namely  
1. Deula, Vimana or Garba griha (Sanctum sanctorum) where the triad deities are lodged 
on the ratnavedi (Throne of Pearls) 
2. Mukhashala (Frontal porch) 
3. Nata mandir / Natamandapa, which is also known as the Jagamohan (Audience Hall / 
Dancing Hall), and 
4. Bhoga Mandapa (Offerings Hall) 

Mongolian Kanjur Manuscripts 

  
The Ministry of Culture has taken up the project of reprinting of 108 volumes of Mongolian 
Kanjur under the National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM). The first sets of five volumes 
were presented to the President of India. 

Mongolian Kanjur 
• Mongolian Kanjur, the Buddhist canonical text in 108 volumes is considered to be the 
most important religious text in Mongolia. 
• In the Mongolian language 'Kanjur' means' Concise Orders'- the words of Lord Buddha in 
particular. It has been translated from Tibetan. 
• It is held in high esteem by the Mongolian Buddhists and they worship the Kanjur at tem-
ples and recite the lines of Kanjur in daily life as a sacred ritual. 
• The Kanjur is kept almost in every monastery in Mongolia. 
• The language of the Kanjur is Classical Mongolian and it is a source of providing a cul-
tural identity to Mongolia. 
About National Mission for Manuscripts 
• The Mission was launched in February 2003 under the Ministry of Tourism and Culture, 
with the mandate of documenting, conserving and disseminating the knowledge preserved 
in the manuscripts. 
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• One of the objectives of the mission is to publish rare and unpublished manuscripts so 
that the knowledge enshrined in them is spread to researchers, scholars and the general 
public at large. 
• Under this scheme, reprinting of 108 volumes of Mongolian Kanjur has been taken up by 
the mission. 

 
 
Kayapo people and Uighars 
About: 
• Kayapo people are indigenous peoples in Brazil who inhabit a vast area spreading across 
the Amazon River and along Xingu River and its tributaries. 
• The Kayapo use intricate black body paint covering their entire bodies. They believe that 
their ancestors learned their social skills from insects, so they paint their bodies to mimic 
them and to better communicate with the Spirit that exists everywhere. 
• The black body paint also allows them to blend into their surroundings when hunting in 
the forests. 
Who are the Uighurs? 
• Uigurs, are a minority Turkic ethnic group originating from and culturally affiliated with the 
general region of Central and East Asia. 
• The Uyghurs are recognized as native to the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region of the 
People‘s Republic of China. 
• China rejects the idea of them being an indigenous group. 
• Uighur communities are also found in Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan, and sev-
eral thousand live in Australia. 
Do you know? 
In the early part of the 20th Century, Uighurs briefly declared independence, but the region 
was brought under the complete control of communist China in 1949. 
 

Natesa, a rare sandstone idol 
In news: 
• Natesa, a rare sandstone idol which was smuggled to return to India after 22 years 
• The idol depicts Shiva in the 9th century Prathihara style of Rajasthan 
• It was originally from the Ghateswara Temple, Baroli, Rajasthan 
• A beautiful depiction of Nandi is shown behind the right leg of the Natesa icon. 
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