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1. India as a Geographical Unit 

 

Locational Extent of India 

East-West Extent (~30°) 68° 7' East to 97° 25' East longitude 

South-North Extent of mainland India (Including POK) (~29°) 8° 4' North to 37° 6' North latitude 

South-North Extent of India (Including POK and the Andaman 

and Nicobar Islands) (~31°) 

6° 45' North to 37° 6' North latitude 

 

Map of Jammu and Kashmir showing the occupied regions 
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Location: Indira Col and NJ9842 

 The southernmost point of the country is the Pygmalion Point, or Indira Point is located at 6° 45' N lati-

tude.  

 North-south extent from Indira Col in Kashmir to Kanyakumari is 3,214 km.  

 East-west width from the Rann of Kutch to Arunachal Pradesh is 2,933 km. 

 With an area of 32,87,263 km2, India is the seventh largest country in the world.  

 India accounts for about 2.4 per cent of the total surface area of the world.  

 Top 10 Largest Countries in the World by Area 

Rank Country Capital City Continent Area (km2) 

1 Russia Moscow Europe 1,70,98,242 

2 Canada Ottawa North America 99,84,670 

3 USA Washington DC North America 98,26,675 

4 China Beijing Asia 95,96,961 

5 Brazil Brasilia South America 85,14,877 

6 Australia Canberra Oceania 77,41,220 

7 India New Delhi Asia 32,87,263 

8 Argentina Buenos Aires South America 27,80,400 
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 India-Sri Lanka Boundary 

 India and Sri Lanka are separated from each other by a narrow and shallow sea called Palk Strait.  

 Dhanushkodi on the Tamil Nadu coast in India is only 32 km away from Talaimanar in Jaffna peninsula in 

Sri Lanka. These two points are joined by a group of islets forming Rama Setu (Adam's Bridge).  

1.3 Major Physical Divisions of India 

1. The Himalayas (young fold mountains),  

2. Indo-Gangetic Plain (monotonous topography – featureless topography),  

3. The Peninsular Plateau (one of the most stable landmasses; one of the oldest plateaus of the world),  

4. Coastal Plains (sedimentation due to fluvial action). 

5. The Indian Islands (Coral Islands  coral reef built up on atolls. E.g. Lakshadweep Islands. Tectonic 

 Andaman and Nicobar Islands – Interaction between the Indian Plate and Eurasian plate). 

 

Physical Map of India 
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Type of Topography Extent in % 

Mountainous (more than 2135 m above sea level) 10.7 

Hilly area (305 – 2135 m above sea level) 18.6 

Plateau (305 – 915 m above sea level) 27.7 

Plains 43 

2. Rock System Based on Geological History of India 

1) The Archaean Rock System. 

2) The Purana Rock System. 

3) The Dravidian Rock System. 

4) The Aryan Rock System.  

 

Rock System Based on Geological History of India 
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Rock System Based on Geological History of India 
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Geologic Time Scale:  
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Purvanchal Hills 
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 Patkai Bum hills are made up of strong sandstone; elevation varys from 2,000 m to 3,000 m; merges into 

Naga Hills where Saramati (3,826 m) is the highest peak.  

 Patkai Bum and Naga Hills form the watershed between India and Myanmar.  

 South of Naga Hills are the Manipur hills which are generally less than 2,500 metres in elevation.  

 The Barail range separates Naga Hills from Manipur Hills.  

 Further south the Barail Range swings to the west into Jaintia, Khasi and Garo hills which are an eastward 

continuation of the Indian peninsular block.  

 They are separated from the main block by Ganga and Brahmaputra rivers. 

 South of the Manipur Hills are the Mizo Hills (previously known as the Lushai hills) which have an elevation 

of less than 1,500 metres. The highest point is the Blue Mountain (2,157 m) in the south.  

3.7 Himalayas – Regional Divisions  

 

Himalayan Ranges and Hills 
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 Others 

 Glaciers of the Kumaon-Garhwal Region: In the Kumaon-Garhwal region of the Himalayas, the largest is the 

30 km long Gangotri Glacier which is the source of the river Ganga.  

 Garhwal Region  

 Lying in the Himalayas, it is bounded on the north by Tibet, on the east by Kumaon region, on 

the south by Uttar Pradesh state, and on the northwest by Himachal Pradesh state.  

 It includes the districts of Chamoli, Dehradun, Haridwar, Pauri Garhwal, Rudraprayag, Tehri Garhwal, 

and Uttarkashi. 

 

Garhwal Region 

 Glaciers of Central Nepal: Zemu and the Kanchenjunga glaciers are the major ones.  

3.11 The significance of the Himalayas 

 Influence on Indian Climate 

 They intercept the summer monsoons coming from the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea causing pre-

cipitation in the entire Ganga Plains, North-Eastern Hills.  
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 These conglomerates were deposited in the depression (Indo-Gangetic Trough or Indo-Gangetic syn-

cline) (the base of the geosyncline is hard crystalline rock) between peninsular India and the conver-

gent boundary (the region of present-day Himalayas). 

 New rivers and more alluvium 

 The raising of the Himalayas and the subsequent formation of glaciers gave rise to many new rivers.  

 These rivers along with glacial erosion supplied more alluvium which intensified the filling of the depres-

sion. 

 With the accumulation of more and more sediments (conglomerates), the Tethys sea started receding. 

 With the passage of the time, the depression was completely filled with alluvium, gravel, rock debris (con-

glomerates) and the Tethys completely disappeared leaving behind a monotonous aggradational plain.  

Monotonous: featureless topography; Aggradational plain: plain formed due to depositional activity.  

 Upper peninsular rivers have also contributed to the formation of plains, but to a very small extent. 

 During recent times (since a few million years), depositional work of three major river systems viz., the In-

dus, the Ganga and the Brahmaputra have become predominant.  

 Hence this arcuate (curved) plain is also known as Indo-Gangetic-Brahmaputra Plain.  

 

Elevation of the major physiographic divisions of India 
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 Rivers descending from the Himalayas deposit their load along the foothills in the form of alluvial fans.  

 These alluvial fans (often pebbly soils) have merged together to build up the bhabar belt.  

 The porosity of bhabar is the most unique feature. 

 The porosity is due to deposition of huge number of pebbles and rock debris across the alluvial fans. 

 The streams disappear once they reach the bhabar region because of this porosity.  

 Therefore, the area is marked by dry river courses except in the rainy season.  

 The Bhabar belt is comparatively narrow in the east and extensive in the west.  

The area is not suitable for agriculture, and only big trees with large roots thrive in this belt. 

 The Terai 

 Terai is an ill-drained, damp (marshy) and thickly forested narrow tract to the south of Bhabar running 

parallel to it. 

 The Terai is about15-30 km wide.  

 The underground streams of the Bhabar belt re-emerge in this belt.  

This thickly forested region provides shelter to a variety of wildlife. (Jim Corbett National Park in Utta-

rakhand and Kaziranga National Park in Assam lie in terai region)  

 

The Terai Marshes 

 The Terai is more marked in the eastern part than in the west because the eastern parts receive a 

comparatively higher amount of rainfall.  

 The terai soils are silty and rich in nitrogen and organic matter but are deficient in phosphate.  
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3. Punjab Plain. 

4. Ganga Plain. 

5. Brahmaputra Plain. 

6. Ganga-Brahmaputra Delta 

 Sindh Plain (Pakistan) 

 Mainly formed of Bhangar Plains. 

 Dhors: Long narrow depressions which are the remnants of the course of former rivers. 

 Dhand: Alkaline lakes on some dhors. 

 Rajasthan Plain 

 Occupied by Thar or the Great Indian Desert. 

 This plain is an undulating plain (wave-like) whose average elevation is about 325 m.  

 The desert region is called Marusthali and forms a greater part of the Marwar plain.  

 It has a few outcrops of gneisses, schists and granites which proves that geologically it is a part of the Pen-

insular Plateau. It is only at the surface that it looks like an aggradational plain.  

 In general, the eastern part of the Marusthali is rocky while its western part is covered by shifting sand 

dunes locally known as dhrian. 

 The eastern part of the Thar Desert up to the Aravalli Range is a semi-arid plain known as Rajasthan Bagar.  

 It is drained by a number of short seasonal streams originating from the Aravallis and supports agriculture 

in some patches of fertile tracts.  

 Luni is an important seasonal stream which flows into Rann of Kutch. The tract north of the Luni is known 

as thali or sandy plain. 

 Saline Lakes 

 North of the Luni, there is inland drainage having several saline lakes. They are a source of common salt 

and many other salts.  
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 Almost all the rivers keep on shifting their courses making this area prone to frequent floods.  

 The Kosi river is very notorious in this respect. It has long been called the ‘Sorrow of Bihar’.  

 Regional divisions of Ganga plains 

 Rohilkhand plains  

 Avadh Plains 

 Mithila Plain 

 Magadh Plain. 

 Ganga-Brahmaputra Delta  

 This is the largest delta in the world.  

 The slope of the land here is a mere 2 cm per km. Two-thirds of the area are below 30 m above mean sea 

level (Highly vulnerable to sea level changes). 

 The seaward face of the delta is studded with a large number of estuaries, mudflats, mangrove swamps, 

sandbanks, islands and forelands.  

 A large part of the coastal delta is covered by tidal forests. These are called the Sundarbans because of 

the predominance of Sundari trees here. 

 Brahmaputra Plain 

 This is also known as the Brahmaputra valley or Assam Valley or Assam Plain as most of the Brahmaputra 

valley is situated in Assam.  

 Its western boundary is formed by the Indo-Bangladesh border as well as the boundary of the lower Ganga 

Plain. Its eastern boundary is formed by Purvanchal hills. 

 It is an aggradational plain built up by the depositional work of the Brahmaputra and its tributaries.  

 The innumerable tributaries of the Brahmaputra river coming from the north form a number of alluvial fans.  

 Consequently, the tributaries branch out in many channels giving birth to river meandering leading to the 

formation of bill and ox-bow lakes.  
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 There are large marshy tracts in this area. The alluvial fans formed by the coarse alluvial debris have led to 

the formation of terai or semi-terai conditions.  

 The significance of the Plain 

 This one-fourth of the land of the country hosts half of the Indian population.  

 Fertile alluvial soils, flat surface, slow-moving perennial rivers and favourable climate facilitate the intense 

agricultural activity.  

 The extensive use of irrigation has made Punjab, Haryana and western part of Uttar Pradesh the granary of 

India (Prairies are called the granaries of the world).  

 The entire plain except the Thar Desert has a close network of roads and railways which has led to large 

scale industrialisation and urbanisation.  

 Cultural tourism: There are many religious places along the banks of the sacred rivers like the Ganga and 

the Yamuna which are very dear to Hindus.  

 Here flourished the religions of Buddha and Mahavira and the movements of Bhakti and Sufism. 

5. Peninsular Plateau  

 Peninsular Plateau is an aggregation of several smaller plateaus and hill ranges.  

 The Peninsular Plateau is one of the oldest landforms of the earth. 

 It is a highly stable block composed mostly of the Archaean gneisses and schists. 

 Since a few hundred million years, it has never been submerged beneath the sea except in a few places.  

 It covers a total area of about 16 lakh square km.  

 The average height of the plateau is 600-900 m above sea level (varies from region to region).  

 Most of the peninsular rivers flow west to east indicating its general slope.  

 Narmada-Tapti are the exceptions which flow from east to west in a rift. 
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5.1 Minor Plateaus in the Peninsular Plateau 

 Marwar Plateau or Mewar Plateau  

 It is the plateau of eastern Rajasthan (Marwar plain is to the west of Aravallis whereas Marwar plateau is to 

the east). 

 The average elevation is 250-500 m above sea level, and it slopes down eastwards.  

 It is made up of sandstone, shales and limestones of the Vindhyan period.  

 The Banas river, along with its tributaries (Berach river, Khari rivers) originate in the Aravalli Range and 

flow towards northwest into Chambal river.  

 The erosional activity of these rives makes the plateau top appear like a rolling plain.  

Rolling Plain: ‘Rolling plains’ are not completely flat: there are slight rises and fall in the landform. Ex: Prairies of 

USA 

 Central Highland 

 Also called the Madhya Bharat Pathar or Madhya Bharat Plateau. 

 It is to the east of the Marwar or Mewar Upland.  

 Most of the plateau comprises the basin of the Chambal river which flows in a rift valley.  

 The Kali Sindh, flowing from Rana Pratap Sagar, The Banas flowing through Mewar plateau and The Par-

wan and the Parbati flowing from Madhya Pradesh are its main tributaries.  

 It is a rolling plateau with rounded hills composed of sandstone. Thick forests grow here.  

 To the north are the ravines or badlands of the Chambal river (they are typical to Chambal river basin). 

 Bundelkhand Upland 

 Yamuna river to the north, Madhya Bharat Pathar to the west, Vindhyan Scarplands to the east and south-

east and Malwa Plateau to the south. 

 It is the old dissected (divided by a number of deep valleys) upland of the ‘Bundelkhand gneiss’ comprising 

of granite and gneiss.  
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 Spreads over five districts of Uttar Pradesh and four districts of Madhya Pradesh.  

 The average elevation of 300-600 m above sea level, this area slopes down from the Vindhyan Scarp toward 

the Yamuna River.  

 The erosional work of the rivers flowing here have converted it into an undulating (wave-like surface) area 

and rendered it unfit for cultivation.  

 The region is characterised by senile (characteristic of or caused by old age) topography.  

 Streams like Betwa, Dhasan and Ken flow through the plateau.    

 Malwa Plateau 

 The Malwa Plateau roughly forms a triangle based on the Vindhyan Hills, bounded by the Aravalli Range in 

the west and Madhya Bharat Pathar to the north and Bundelkhand to the east.  

 This plateau has two systems of drainage; one towards the Arabian sea (The Narmada, the Tapti and the 

Mahi), and the other towards the Bay of Bengal (Chambal and Betwa, joining the Yamuna).  

 In the north, it is drained by the Chambal and many of its right bank tributaries like the Kali, the Sindh and 

the Parbati. It also includes the upper courses of the Sindh, the Ken and the Betwa. 

 It is composed of extensive lava flow and is covered with black soils.  

 The general slope is towards the north (decreases from 600 m in the south to less than 500 m in the north). 

 This is a rolling plateau dissected by rivers. In the north, the plateau is marked by the Chambal ravines. 

 Baghelkhand 

 North of the Maikal Range is the Baghelkhand. 

 Made of limestones and sandstones on the west and granite in the east.  

 It is bounded by the Son river on the north.  

 The central part of the plateau acts as a water divide between the Son drainage system in the north and the 

Mahanadi river system in the south.  

 The region is uneven with general elevation varying from 150 m to 1,200 m. 
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 This gap was formed by down-faulting (normal fault: a block of earth slides downwards).  

 It was later filled by sediments deposited by the Ganga and Brahmaputra.  

 Its western boundary more or less coincides with the Bangladesh border.  

 The western, central and the eastern parts of the plateau are known as the Garo Hills (900 m), the Khasi-

Jaintia Hills (1,500 m) and the Mikir Hills (700 m).  

 Shillong (1,961 m) is the highest point of the plateau. 

 Deccan Plateau 

 It covers an area of about five lakh square km.  

 It is triangular in shape and is bounded by the Satpura and the Vindhya in the north-west, the Mahadev 

and the Maikal in the north, the Western Ghats in the west and the Eastern Ghats in the east.  

 Its average elevation is 600 m.  

 It rises to 1000 m in the south but dips to 500 m in the north.  

 Its general slope is from west to east which is indicated by the flow of its major rivers. 

 Rivers have further subdivided this plateau into a number of smaller plateaus. 

 Maharashtra Plateau  

 The Maharashtra Plateau lies in Maharashtra.  

 It forms the northern part of the Deccan Plateau.  

 Much of the region is underlain by basaltic rocks of lava origin (Most of the Deccan Traps lies in this re-

gion).  

 The area looks like a rolling plain due to weathering.  

 The horizontal lava sheets have led to the formation of typical Deccan Trap topography (step-like).  
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6. Coastline of India 

 India has a coastline of 7516.6 Km (6100 km of mainland coastline + coastline of 1197 Indian islands) 

touching 13 States and Union Territories (UTs). 

 The straight and regular coastline of India is the result of faulting of the Gondwanaland during the Creta-

ceous period. 

 As such the coast of India does not offer many sites for good natural harbours.  

Indented coastlines of Europe provide good natural harbours whereas African and Indian coastlines are 

not indented.  

 The Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea came into being during the Cretaceous or early Tertiary period 

after the disintegration of Gondwanaland. 

6.1 East Coast of India 

 Lies between the Eastern Ghats and the Bay of Bengal. 

 It extends from the Ganga delta to Kanyakumari.  

 It is marked by deltas of rivers like the Mahanadi, the Godavari, the Krishna and the Cauvery.  

 Chilka lake and the Pulicat lake (lagoon) are the important geographical features of the east coast. 

 Regional Names of The East Coast of India 

 In Orissa (Odisha) it is known as Utkal coast.  

 From the southern limit of the Utkal plain, stretch the Andhra coast.  

 In the south of the Andhra plain is the Tamil Nadu coast.  

 The Tamil Nadu coast and parts of Andhra coast together are known as Coramandal Coast or Payan Ghat. 

6.2 West Coast of India 

 The west coast strip extends from the Gulf of Cambay (Gulf of Khambhat) in the north to Cape Comorin 

(Kanyakumari).  
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 Starting from north to south, it is divided into (i) the Konkan coast, (ii) the Karnataka coast and (iii) the 

Kerala coast.  

 It is made up of alluvium brought down by the short streams originating from the Western Ghats.  

 It is dotted with a large number of coves (a very small bay), creeks (a narrow, sheltered waterway such as 

an inlet in a shoreline or channel in a marsh) and a few estuaries.  

 The estuaries, of the Narmada and the Tapti, are the major ones.  

 The Kerala coast (Malabar Coast) has some lakes, lagoons and backwaters, the largest being the Vem-

banad Lake. 

 Regional Names of The West Coast of India 

 Konkan coast  Maharashtra coast and Goa coast. 

 Malabar Coast  Kerala and Karnataka coast. 

6.3 Coastlines of Emergence and Submergence 

 Coastline of emergence is formed either by an uplift of the land or by the lowering of the sea level. 

  The coastline of submergence is an exact opposite case. 

 Bars, spits, lagoons, salt marshes, beaches, sea cliffs and arches are the typical features of emergence.  

 The east coast of India, especially its south-eastern part (Tamil Nadu coast), appears to be a coast of 

emergence.  

 The west coast of India, on the other hand, is both emergent and submergent.  

 The northern portion of the coast is submerged as a result of faulting and the southern portion, that is the 

Kerala coast, is an example of an emergent coast. 

Coromandel coast (Tamil Nadu)   Coastline of emergence 

Malabar coast (Kerala Coast)   Coastline of emergence 

Konkan coast (Maharashtra and Goa Coast)   Coastline of submergence 

6.4 Western Coastal Plains of India 
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7. Indian Islands 

 The major island groups of India are Andaman and Nicobar Archipelago (a chain of islands similar in origin) 

in Bay of Bengal and Lakshadweep islands in the Arabian Sea. 

 Andaman and Nicobar Islands were formed due to the collision between Indian Plate and Burma Minor 

Plate (part of Eurasian Plate) (Similar to the formation of Himalayas). 

 Andaman and Nicobar Islands are the southward extension of Arakan Yoma range (Myanmar) (Arakan 

Yoma in itself is an extension of Purvanchal Hills). 

 Lakshadweep Islands are coral islands. These islands are a part Reunion Hotspot volcanic chain. 

 

Reunion Hotspot volcanic chain 
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 Other than these two groups there are islands in Indo-Gangetic Delta (they are more a part of the delta 

than islands) and between India and Sri Lanka (Remnants of Rama Setu or Adams Bridge; formed due to 

submergence). 

 

Rama Setu or Adams Bridge 

7.1 Andaman and Nicobar Islands  

 This archipelago is composed of 265 big and small islands (203 Andaman islands + 62 Nicobar Islands).  

 The Andaman and Nicobar Islands extend from 6° 45' N to 13° 45' N and from 92° 10' E to 94° 15' E for a 

distance of about 590 km. 

 The Andaman Islands are divided into three main islands, i.e. North, Middle and South.  

 Duncan passage separates Little Andaman from South Andaman.  

 The Great Andaman group of islands in the north is separated by the Ten Degree Channel from the Nico-

bar group in the south (Prelims 2014).  

 Port Blair, the capital of Andaman Nicobar Islands, lies in the South Andaman.  

 Among the Nicobar Islands, the Great Nicobar is the largest.  

 It is the southernmost island and is very close to Sumatra island of Indonesia.  

 The Car Nicobar is the northernmost island. 
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 Most of these islands are made of tertiary sandstone, limestone and shale resting on basic and ultrabasic 

volcanoes (Similar to the Himalayas).  

 The Barren Island (the only active volcano in India) and Narcondam Islands (an extinct or dormant 

volcano), north of Port Blair, are volcanic islands.  

 Some of the islands are fringed with coral reefs. Many of them are covered with thick forests. Most of the 

islands are mountainous.  

 Saddle peak (737 m) in North Andaman is the highest peak. 

 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

7.2 Lakshadweep Islands 

 In the Arabian Sea, there are three types of islands.  

(1) Amindivi Islands  

(2) Laccadive Islands (consisting of five major islands including Kavaratti) and  

(3) Minicoy.  
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 At present these islands are collectively known as Lakshadweep. 

 The Lakshadweep Islands are a group of 25 small islands.  

 They are widely scattered about 200-500 km south-west of the Kerala coast.  

 Amindivi Islands are the northernmost while the Minicoy island is the southernmost.  

 All are tiny islands of coral origin (coral depositions on atolls) and are surrounded by fringing reefs.  

 Andrott (4.9 sq km) is the largest Island. Minicoy (4.5 sq km) is the second largest.  

 Most of the islands have low elevation and do not rise more than five meters above sea level (extremely 

vulnerable to sea level change).  

 Their topography is flat and relief features such as hills, streams, valleys, etc. are absent.  

  

Lakshadweep Islands 
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7.  Yamuna 1211 

8.  Mahanadi 851 

9.  Kaveri 800 

10.  Tapi (Tapti) 724 

Government websites are showing different data.  

I am going with http://www.india-wris.nrsc.gov.in/wrpinfo/index.php?title=Basins 

 Drainage Systems Based on Origin  

 The Himalayan Rivers: Perennial rivers: Indus, the Ganga, the Brahmaputra and their tributaries. 

 The Peninsular Rivers: Non-Perennial rivers: Mahanadi, the Godavari, the Krishna, the Cauvery, the 

Narmada and the Tapti and their tributaries. 

 Drainage Systems Based on the Type of Drainage 

 Himalayan rivers, Deccan rivers and Coastal rivers that drain into the sea. 

 Rivers of the inland drainage basin (endorheic basin). Streams like the Sambhar in western Rajasthan are 

mainly seasonal in character, draining into the inland basins and salt lakes. In the Rann of Kutch, the only 

river that flows through the salt desert is the Luni.  

8.2 Drainage Systems Based on Orientation to the sea 

 The Bay of Bengal drainage (Rivers that drain into the Bay of Bengal) (East flowing rivers) 

 The Arabian sea drainage (Rivers that drain into the Arabian sea) (West flowing rivers). 

 The rivers Narmada and Tapti flow almost parallel to each other but empty themselves in opposite direc-

tions (West flowing).  

 The two rivers make the valley rich in alluvial soil, and teak forests cover much of the land.  

The Bay of Bengal drainage The Arabian Sea drainage 

Rivers that drain into the Bay of Bengal Rivers that drain into the Arabian sea 

East flowing rivers West flowing rivers 
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 Himalayan Rivers 

1. Indus River System  

2. Brahmaputra River System 

3. Ganga River System 

 The major Himalayan Rivers existed even before the formation of Himalayas, i.e. before the collision of In-

dian Plate with the Eurasian plate. (Antecedent Drainage) 

 They were flowing into the Tethys Sea. These rivers had their source in the now Tibetan region.  

 The deep gorges of the Indus, the Sutlej, the Brahmaputra etc. indicate that these rivers are older than 

the Himalayas.  

 They continued to flow throughout the building phase of the Himalayas; their banks were rising steeply 

while the beds went lower and lower due to vertical erosion (Vertical downcutting was significant and was 

occurring at a rate faster than the rising of Himalayas), thus cutting deep gorges.  

 Thus, many of the Himalayan Rivers are typical examples of antecedent drainage. 

 Peninsular River Systems 

 Godavari River System 

 Krishna River System 

 Cauvery River System 

 Mahanadi River System 

 West Flowing Peninsular River Systems 

 Narmada River System 

 Tapti River System 

 Rivers flowing down the Western Ghats into the Arabian Sea 

8.4 Indus River System 

Indus is called as Sindhu in Sanskrit. 
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 Average elevation at which the Indus flows through JK is about 4000 m above sea level. 

 It is joined by the Zaskar River at Leh (these kind of points are important for prelims).  

 Near Skardu, it is joined by the Shyok at an elevation of about 2,700 m.  

 The Gilgit, Gartang, Dras, Shiger, Hunza are the other Himalayan tributaries of the Indus.  

 It crosses the Himalayas (ends its mountainous journey) through a 5181 m deep gorge, lying north of the 

Nanga Parbat. It takes a sharp southerly bend here (syntaxial bend). 

 Kabul river from Afghanistan joins Indus near Attock. Thereafter it flows through the Potwar plateau and 

crosses the Salt Range (South Eastern edge of Potwar Plateau).  

 Some of the important tributaries below Attock include the Kurram, Toch and the Zhob-Gomal.  

 Just above Mithankot, the Indus receives from Panjnad (Panchnad), the accumulated waters of the five 

eastern tributaries—the Jhelum, the Chenab, the Ravi, the Beas and the Sutlej.  

 The river empties into the Arabian Sea south of Karachi after forming a huge delta.  

 Jhelum River 

 The Jhelum has its source in a spring at Verinag in the south-eastern part of the Kashmir Valley.  

 It flows northwards into Wular Lake (north-western part of Kashmir Valley).  

 From Wular Lake, it changes its course southwards. At Baramulla, the river enters a gorge in the hills. 

 The river forms steep-sided narrow gorge through Pir Panjal Range below Baramula.  

 At Muzaffarabad, the river takes a sharp hairpin bend southward.  

 After that, it forms the India-Pakistan boundary for 170 km and emerges at the Potwar Plateau near Mirpur.  

 After flowing through the spurs of the Salt Range, it debouches (emerge from a confined space into a 

wide, open area) on the plains near the city of Jhelum.  

 It joins the Chenab at Trimmu. 

 The river is navigable for about 160 km out of a total length of 724 km. 

 Chenab River  

 The Chenab originates from near the Bara Lacha Pass in the Lahul-Spiti part of the Zaskar Range. 
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 Rich in mineral resources, the valley is home to large-scale mining and industrial activity. 

 It has a number of tributaries and sub-tributaries, such as Barakar, Konar, Bokaro, Haharo, etc. 

 The Barakar is the most important tributary of the Damodar. 

 Several dams have been constructed in the valley, for the generation of hydroelectric power. The valley is 

called “the Ruhr of India”. 

 The first dam was built across the Barakar River, a tributary of the Damodar river.  

 It used to cause devastating floods as a result of which it earned the name ‘Sorrow of Bengal’. Now the 

river is tamed by constructing numerous dams. 

 It joins the Hugli River 48 km below Kolkata.  

 Left Bank Tributaries of The Ganga River 

 These rivers originate in the Himalayas.  

 The major tributaries apart from the Yamuna, are the Ramganga, the Gomati, the Ghaghra, the Gandak, 

the Burhi Gandak, the Bagmati, and the Kosi. 

 Ramganga River 

 The Ramganga river rises in the Garhwal district of Uttarakhand. 

 It joins the Ganga at Kannauj.  

 Ghaghra River 

 Its source is near Gurla Mandhata peak, south of Manasarovar in Tibet (river of the trans-Himalayan 

origin).  

 It is known as the Karnaili in Western Nepal.  

 Its important tributaries are the Sarda, the Sarayu (also known as Sarju) (Ayodhya is located on its 

bank) and the Rapti.  

 The river bed is sandy and sudden bends start occurring in the stream.  

 The river has a high flood frequency and has shifted its course several times.  


