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TOPIC-1 

Increasing age of marriage will be exercise of 

carceral power by state 

Trends in early marriage 

 The National Family Health Survey (NFHS-4) data 2015-16 points to certain trends in early 

marriages: 

 That rural women are likely to marry earlier than their urban counterparts. 

 The higher up a woman is on the wealth quintile, the later she marries. 

 Most importantly, it establishes a direct causal link between education levels and delayed age of 

marriage. 
 Women with 12 years or more of schooling are most likely to marry later. 

 Only 8 per cent rural girls who drop out in the age group 6 to 17 years cite marriage as the reason. 

Impact on STs and SCs 

 According to the wealth quintile data, the poorest households are concentrated in rural India. 

 The lowest quintile, which is most likely to marry off their girls early out of socio-economic 

necessities, have 45 per cent of the Scheduled Tribe (ST) and 25.9 per cent Scheduled castes. 

 The NFHS-4 data on women aged 15-49 by number of years of schooling completed shows that 42 

per cent ST women and 33 per cent SC women have received no schooling. 

Issues 

 Marriages in India are governed by various personal laws which set varying minimum ages for girls 

as also the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA), 2006, where it is 18 years for girls and 21 for 

boys. 

 This is compounded by The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, that 

increased the age of consent, from 16 years to 18 years. 

 Several studies have shown how this has criminalised self-arranged adolescent marriages as parents 

often misuse it to punish couples marrying without their approval, especially in cases of inter-caste 

marriages. 

Way forward 

 The National Human Rights Commission showed how higher education levels lead to a lower 

likelihood of women being married early and recommended that the Right to Education Act, 2009, 

be amended to make it applicable up to the age of 18 years. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Noting the law’s patriarchal underpinnings, the 18th Law Commission report (2008) asked for 

uniformity in the age of marriage at 18 years for both men and women and lowering the age of 

consent to 16 years. Government could act on such a recommendation. 

Conclusion 

The median age at first marriage for both men and women in India has registered a significant decadal 

improvement with more people now marrying later than ever before. Any attempt to leapfrog 

through quick-fix and ill-conceived punitive measures will only considerably reverse these gains. 

 

TOPIC-2 

Elusive Naga peace process 

Naga Polity and aspirations 

 The  Nagas family comprises over 25 tribes. 

 Each of these is a proud owner and inheritor of a distinct culture, language, 

tradition and geography, supporting a distinct world view. 

 However, many Nagas aspire to Naga unity, and they view those tribal loyalties as residues of a 

premodern past and an obstacle to Naga solidarity. 

 Naga nationalism is connected with the idea Naga homeland  that includes contiguous areas in a 

number of Northeastern states, and even parts of Myanmar. 

“Unique history” formulation 

 The source of the phrase can be traced back to a joint communiqué that NSCN-IM General Secretary 

Thuingaleng Muivah and former Home Secretary K Padmanabhaiah signed in Amsterdam on July 

11, 2002. 

 Meaning of the phrase “unique history” is not self-explanatory. 

 Despite the lack of clarity, it is adopted by officials and political leaders intended to accept two 

things- 

 (a) the characterisations long favoured by security bureaucrats of the Naga political struggle as a 

separatist insurgency or a terrorist movement that makes false claims to Naga unity, are 

inaccurate and 

 (b) rejecting those labels [ such as separatist insurgency or terrorist movement] is a necessary 

condition for negotiations based on mutual respect. 

 Those are significant achievements that should not be allowed to wither away. 

Negotiating with NSCN-IM and issues with it 

 NSCN-IM had declared the Shillong Accord of 1975 a sellout, and a betrayal of the Naga cause. 

 But it emerged as a serious political force precisely because it stood for Naga unity. 



 
 
 
 

 

 However, it is argued that NSCN-IM’s appeal is limited to the Tangkhul tribes of Manipur only. 

Conclusion 

That a more nuanced negotiating strategy is now emerging is a positive development. But the 

fundamental question about who all the stakeholders in the Naga conflict are, still needs a 

satisfactory answer, one that is based on an in-depth mapping of the conflict. Only then can we 

expect peaceful dialogue and patient negotiations to end the conflict and bring about a durable 

peace. 

 

TOPIC-3  

Pakistan-Saudi Rift 
Take a look after how the ties emerged and deteriorated: 

Saudi-Pakistan ties: A Recap 

 The relationship between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan was most prominent during the 1971 war 

between India and Pakistan. 

 Saudi Arabia is also reported to have transferred arms and equipment including the loan of some 75 

aircraft to Pakistan. 

 After the war, Saudi Arabia consistently supported the call for the return of Pakistan’s prisoners of 

war and for dropping the Dacca (Dhaka) Trial against 195 of them. 

 After the war, Saudi Arabia gave loans to Pakistan enabling it to buy arms worth about $1 million by 

1977, including F-16s and Harpoon missiles from the US. 

 Saudi oil and dollars have kept Pakistan’s economy on its feet after sanctions following the nuclear 

tests. 

 Over the last two decades, Saudi Arabia has provided oil on deferred payments to Pakistan whenever 

it ran into economic difficulty. 

 Saudi funding of madrasas has also led to their mushrooming, later giving rise to religious 

extremism. 

 In 1990, Pakistan sent its ground forces to defend Saudi Arabia against Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

Alignment over Kashmir 

 The alignment over Kashmir at the Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) crystallized since 1990 

when the insurgency in J&K began. 

 While the OIC has issued statements over the last three decades, it became a ritual of little 

significance to India. 

 Last year, after India revoked Article 370 in Kashmir, Pakistan lobbied with the OIC for its 

condemnation of India’s move. 

 To Pakistan’s surprise, Saudi Arabia and the UAE issued statements that were nuanced rather than 

harshly critical of New Delhi. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Over the last year, Pakistan has tried to rouse the sentiments among the Islamic countries, but only a 

handful of them — Turkey and Malaysia — publicly criticised India. 

The Saudi perspective 

 Saudi Arabia’s change in position has been a gradual process under Crown Prince MBS. 

 As it seeks to diversify from its heavily oil-dependent economy, it sees India as a valuable partner in 

the region. 

 New Delhi, for its part, has wooed the Arab world over the last six years. 

 From Saudi Arabia to the UAE, it worked the diplomatic levers through high-level visits and dangled 

opportunities for investment and business 

 MBS, who is looking to invest in India, has taken a realistic view, along with UAE’s crown prince 

Mohammed bin Zayed. 

Energy connection to India 

 Saudi Arabia is India’s fourth-largest trade partner (after China, US and Japan) and a major source of 

energy: India imports around 18% of its crude oil requirement from the Kingdom. 

 Saudi Arabia is also a major source of LPG for India. 

 And, with India stopping oil imports from Iran due to the threat of US sanctions, Saudi Arabia is key 

in this respect as well. 

Saudi-Pakistan tension 

The tension between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan has been brewing for some time. 

 In 2015, Pakistan’s Parliament decided not to support the Saudi military effort to restore an 

internationally recognised government in Yemen. 

 Later, Pakistan’s then army chief General Raheel Sharif led the Saudi-led Islamic Military Alliance 

to Fight Terrorism, comprising 41 Muslim countries. 

 In February 2019, after the Pulwama terror attack, it was Saudi Arabia and the UAE that pulled their 

weight to get Wing Commander Abhinandan released, apart from the US. 

 The Saudi Crown Prince visited Pakistan and India at that time and made it clear that he valued 

economic opportunities. He did not wade into the Kashmir issue in India or the terrorism issue in 

Pakistan. 

Frustration over Kashmir 

A year after Article 370 was revoked, Qureshi belled the cat. 

 Pak accuses that Saudi Arabia has failed to deliver on the Kashmir and OIC had not played a 

leadership role in backing Pakistan against India. 

 This angered Saudi Arabia, which in November 2018 had announced a $6.2 billion loan package for 

Pakistan. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The package included $3 billion in loans and an oil credit facility amounting to $3.2 billion. 

 Riyadh demanded the return of the $3 billion loans and refused to sell oil to Islamabad on deferred 

payment. Pakistan immediately returned $1 billion, displaying the rift. 

 But, in the current economic situation, Pakistan is unable to pay the next tranche. 

 What has also angered Saudi Arabia is that Pakistan has been trying to pander to Turkey and 

Malaysia. 

The China factor 

 Pakistan and China have called themselves “all-weather allies” and “iron brothers” (during FMs 

meet). 

 Over the last year, Beijing has supported Pakistan on Kashmir, raising the issue at the UN Security 

Council thrice. 

 China has also emerged as Pakistan’s biggest benefactor through its funding of the CPEC. 

 Saudi Arabia too has invested in CPEC projects, to the tune of $10 billion, but Pakistan now looks 

towards Beijing for both diplomatic and economic support. 

Implications for India 

 Saudi’s silence on J&K as well as CAA-NRC has emboldened the Indian government. 

 At a time when India and China are locked in a border standoff, India has to be wary of Pakistan and 

China teaming up. 

 But with Saudi Arabia in its corner, for now, it may have leverage over Pakistan — Riyadh would 

not want a conflict and regional instability. 

 What is key to India’s calculus is that the Pakistan-China and the Pakistan-Saudi axes are not fused 

together at the moment: It is not a Saudi-Pakistan-China triangle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 

Mulgaonkar principles in Contempt Cases 

The Mulgaonkar principles 

 S Mulgaonkar v Unknown (1978) is a case that led to a landmark ruling on the subject of contempt. 

 By a 2:1 majority, the court held Mulgaonkar not guilty of contempt although the same Bench had 

initiated the proceedings. 

 Justices P Kailasam and Krishna Iyer formed the majority going against then CJI M H Beg. 

 Justice Iyer’s counsel of caution in exercising the contempt jurisdiction came to be called the 

Mulgaonkar principles. 

What was the case about? 

 An article by A G Noorani in the newspaper about certain judicial decisions during the Emergency 

period, especially the Habeas Corpus case, had displeased then CJI Beg. 

 The Habeas Corpus case, often referred to as the “Supreme Court’s darkest hour” upheld the 

detention law, citing that even the right to life can be suspended during an emergency. 

 Justices A N Ray, Beg, Y V Chandrachud and P N Bhagwati formed the majority while Justice H 

R Khanna was the sole dissenter. 

What did the ruling say? 

 The first rule in the branch of power is a “wise economy of use by the Court of this branch of its 

jurisdiction”. 

 The Court will act with seriousness and severity where justice is jeopardized by a gross and/or 

unfounded attack on the judges, where the attack is calculated to obstruct or destroy the judicial 

process. 

 The court is willing to ignore, by a majestic liberalism, trifling and venial offenses-the dogs may 

bark, the caravan will pass. 

 The court will not be prompted to act as a result of an easy irritability. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-5 

Gorumara National Park 
A bison (Indian Gaur) was allegedly poached in Gorumara National Park. 

Gorumara NP 

 It is located in the Eastern Himalayas’ submontane Terai belt. 

 This region has rolling forests and riverine grasslands, and is known as the Dooars in West Bengal. 

 The park is located on the flood plains of the Murti River and Raidak River. The major river of the 

park is the Jaldhaka river, a tributary of the Brahmaputra river system. 

 In this regard, Gorumara is a significant watershed area between the Ganges and Brahmaputra river 

systems. 

 The park is rich in large herbivores including Indian rhinoceros, gaur, Asian elephant, sloth bear, 

chital, and sambar deer. Small herbivores include barking deer, hog deer and wild boar. 

About Gaur 

 The Gaur called the Indian bison, is native to South and Southeast Asia and has been listed as 

Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List since 1986. 

 It is the largest species among the wild cattle. 

 The domesticated form of the gaur is called gayal (Bos frontalis) or mithun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-6 

Srisailam Dam 

 

The major fire accident at the Srisailam hydroelectric power station has resulted in heavy loss of lives. 

About Srisailam Dam 

 The Srisailam Dam is constructed across the Krishna River in Kurnool district, AP near Srisailam 

temple town. 

 It is the 2nd largest capacity working hydroelectric station in the country. 

 The dam was constructed in a deep gorge in the Nallamala Hills in between Kurnool and 

Mahabubnagar districts, 300 m (980 ft) above sea level. 

 It has a reservoir of 616 square kilometres. 

 

 


