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TOPIC-1 

Endangered Species: ‘Fishing Cat’ 

Context: 

• Efforts are being made to begin the country's maiden exercise of collaring 10 fishing cats 

in the Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary, located in Andhra Pradesh. 

• Experts to study the species' ecology, home range, behavior in different seasons, feeding 

habits, threats, movements and use of space. 

Important Value Additions: 

Fishing cat 

• Fish cat (Prionailurus viverrinus) is mammal double the size of domestic cat which is a 

native to wetlands, swamps and marshy areas. 

• Rapid depletion of wetland is posing a threat to the animal on a global scale and India is 

no exception. 

• Fish cat has been designated as 'vulnerable' in the Red List of the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary: 

• It is a wildlife sanctuary and estuary located in Andhra Pradesh. 

• The sanctuary is a part of the Godavari estuary and has extensive mangrove and dry 

deciduous tropical forest. 

• It is the second largest stretch of mangrove forests in India (after Sundarbans). 

• It is home to the critically endangered white-backed vulture and the long-billed vulture. 

• Its main wildlife attractions are Golden Jackal, Sea turtle, Fishing cat, Estuarine Crocodile, 

Small Blue Kingfisher, Cattle Egret. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Hope Island and Sacramento Island are located in the mangrove region are two 

important nesting sites for the endangered Olive Ridley turtles. 

Do you know? 

• The Andhra Pradesh government has begun the process to get UNESCO world heritage 

status for Godavari Mangroves at Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-2 

Ban of use and sale of nine agro-chemicals 

• Punjab government ordered a ban on the sale and use of nine agro-chemicals, after the 

agriculture department found that these were still being used by farmers though they 

adversely impacted the quality of rice. 

• The ban is aimed at protecting the paddy quality, which is critical to its exports and 

remunerative pricing in the international market. 

Agro-chemicals which are banned include - Acephate, Triazophos, Thiamethoxam, 

Carbendazim, Tricyclazole, Buprofezin, Carbofuron, Propiconazole and Thiophinate 

Methyl. 

Insecticides Act, 1968 

• It was brought into force with effect from August 1971 

• The Act regulates the import, manufacture, sale, transport, distribution and use of 

insecticides in order to prevent risk to human beings and animals. 

• Central Insecticides Board was established under Section 4 of the Act and it works under 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare. 

• The board advises the central government and state governments on technical matters 

arising out of the administration of the act and to carry out the other functions assigned to 

it. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-3 

Israel- UAE agreement: 

  

Context: 

Israel and the United Arab Emirates have announced an agreement that will lead to a full 

normalization of diplomatic relations between the two states, a move that reshapes the 

order of West Asia politics from the Palestinian issue to Iran. 

1. The agreement will be known as the Abraham Accords. 

Overview of the agreement: 

1. Trilateral agreement: The agreement was the product of lengthy discussions between 

Israel, the UAE and the US that accelerated recently. 

2. Under the accord, Israel has agreed to suspend annexing areas of the occupied West 

Bank as it had been planning to do. 

3. It also firms up opposition to regional power Iran, which the UAE, Israel and the US view 

as the main threat in the region. 

Background: 



 
 
 
 

 

Israel had signed peace agreements with Egypt in 1979 and Jordan in 1994. But the UAE, 

along with most other Arab nations, did not recognize Israel and had no formal diplomatic 

or economic relations with it until now. 

Where is West Bank? 

It is a landlocked territory near the Mediterranean coast of Western Asia, bordered by 

Jordan to the east and by the Green Line separating it and Israel on the south, west and 

north. 

The West Bank also contains a significant section of the western Dead Sea shore. 

 What is the dispute settlements here? Who lives there? 

1. The West Bank was captured by Jordan after the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. 

2. Israel snatched it back during the Six Day War of 1967, and has occupied it ever since. 

During this war, the country defeated the combined forces of Egypt, Syria, and Jordan. 

3. It has built some 130 formal settlements in the West Bank, and a similar number of 

smaller, informal settlements have mushroomed over the last 20-25 years. 

4. Over 4 lakh Israeli settlers - many of them religious Zionists who claim a Biblical 

birthright over this land - now live here, along with some 26 lakh Palestinians. 

5. The territory is still a point of contention due to a large number of Palestinians who live 

there and hope to see the land become a part of their future state. 

6. When Israel took control of the land in 1967 it allowed Jewish people to move in, but 

Palestinians consider the West Bank illegally occupied Palestinian land. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 

Talking tough: On the Naga issue 

Context: The National Socialist Council of Nagaland- Isak-Muivah (NSCN-IM) has for the 

first time released the details of the 2015 framework agreement (given in interpretation of 

agreement part of article) 

Do you know? 

• Nagas belong to Indo-Mongoloid Family. 

• The Nagas are not a single tribe, but an ethnic community that comprises several tribes 

who live in the state of Nagaland and its neighborhood. 

Origin of Naga Issue and the timeline of the events 

The assertion of Naga Nationalism began during Colonial period and continued in 

Independent India. Below is the pictorial representation of the timeline 

What are the key demands of the Naga groups? 

• Greater Nagalim (sovereign statehood) i.e redrawing of boundaries to bring all Naga-

inhabited areas in the Northeast under one administrative umbrella. 

 It includes various parts of Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Assam and Myanmar as 

well. 

• Naga Yezabo (Naga Constitution) 

• Naga national flag. 

What was the Ceasefire Agreement which was signed in 2015? 

• Signatories: Interlocutor R.N. Ravi signed the agreement on behalf of the center in 

presence of PM Modi. The other two signatories were leader of NSCN (IM) i.e. Isak Chishi 

Swu, who died in 2016 and Thuingaleng Muivah (86) who is leading the talks. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Takeaway of the Agreement: The Government of India recognized the unique history, 

culture and position of the Nagas and their sentiments and aspirations. The NSCN (IM) is 

also appreciated the Indian political system and governance. 

• Significance: It shows the governments strong intent to resolve the long standing issue 

and adoption of diplomatic peaceful approach by Naga Society to fulfill their aspirations. 

• Objective: Both sides agreed that October 2019 for concluding an accord, which would 

settle all Naga issues 

• Shrouded in secrecy: the details of the agreement have not been made public by the 

government citing security reasons 

What has happened in the attacking post signing the agreement? 

• Enlarged Peace Talks: Talks were expanded in 2017 by including other Naga groups 

under the banner, the Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs) 

• Bilateral to Multilateral Negotiations: The Framework Agreement envisaged a bilateral 

truce between two entities, but today it is seen to be a multilateral one with involvement 

of seven prominent Naga groups 

• Deadlock in talks since October 2019: The deadlock was on the insistence for a separate 

flag and constitution by the NSCN (IM) to make way for India and Nagaland to be 

independent allies in a shared-sovereignty federal relationship 

• Differences within Naga Groups: The NSCN (I-M) still insists on a "Greater Nagalim". 

However, most of the NNPGs based in Nagaland have sought to settle the issue without 

disturbing the state boundaries while keeping the "Greater Nagalim" question in abeyance 

What are the present grievances of NSCN-IM? 

1. Interpretation of Agreement 



 
 
 
 

 

• The agreement released by the NSCN-IM in August 2020 stated "sharing the sovereign 

power" and provide for an "enduring inclusive new relationship of peaceful co-existence of 

the two entities". 

• The NSCN-IM claims that the word ‘new’ is politically sensitive as it goes to define the 

meaning of peaceful co-existence of the two entities (two sovereign powers) and it 

strongly indicates outside the purview of the Constitution 

• The position of NSCN (IM) has been “with India, not within India”. 

• Conceding to this demand, especially after the abrogation of Article 370, seems 

improbable for the Government. 

2. Grievances against Mr. Ravi (Interlocutor & also Nagaland Governor) 

• The NSCN-IM has claimed that Mr. Ravi, "craftily deleted the word new from the 

original" to justify his own narrative and circulated to the other Naga groups including 

NNGPs 

• NSCN-IM is also angered by Mr. Ravi’s letter to Nagaland CM, alleging the collapse of law 

and order and that armed gangs who question the sovereignty and integrity of the nation 

”were engaging in“ blatant extortion ”. 

• This has touched a sore spot for the NSCN (I-M) as the group defended the practice by 

terming it "tax collection". 

• The NSCN (I-M) has demanded that Nagaland Governor R.N. Ravi should be removed as 

the interlocutor for talks on the Naga accord. 

Way ahead 

• Any moves to alter boundaries will intensify ethnic conflicts and insurgencies beyond 

Nagaland. 

• The accord can be looked after consultations with Assam, Manipur and Arunachal 

Pradesh, all states which have a stake in the matter. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The Central Government needs reiterate its commitment to finalizing the Naga accord 

while seeking to re-engage with the NSCN (I-M) without giving in to its arbitrary demands. 

 

TOPIC-5 

Vikram Sarabhai: 

Context: 

ISRO pays tribute to Dr Vikram Sarabhai by announcing that Chandrayaan 2 Orbiter has 

captured the Moon images of “Sarabhai” Crater. 

About Vikram Sarabhai and his contributions: 

Vikram Sarabhai was born on August 12, 1919. 

Sarabhai was instrumental in forming India’s future in astronomy and setting up the 

country’s space research facilities. 

Key Contribution: 

1. Based on his persuasion, the Indian government agreed to set up the Indian National 

Committee for Space Research (INCOSPAR) in 1962. He was the first chairman of the 

committee. 

2. The INCOSPAR was restructured and renamed as Indian Space Research Organization 

(ISRO) in 1969. 

3. Sarabhai founded the Physical Research Laboratory in Ahmedabad in the year 1947. The 

laboratory started its operation from RETREAT, Sarabhai’s residence in Ahmedabad. Its 

first topic of research was cosmic rays. 

4. He also set up India’s first rocket launch site in Thumba, a small village near the 

Thiruvananthapuram airport in Kerala. 



 
 
 
 

 

5. Vikram Sarabhai was also responsible for bringing cable television to India. His constant 

contact with NASA paved a way for the establishment of Satellite Instructional Television 

Experiment (SITE) in 1975. 

6. Sarabhai was the mastermind behind building India’s first satellite, Aryabhata. 

7. He was one of the founding members of the Indian Institute of Management, 

Ahmedabad (IIMA). 

8. Vikram Sarabhai received the Padma Bhushan in 1966 for his contribution to India’s 

progress. He was also awarded the Padma Vibhushan in 1972, posthumously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-6 

Swasthya Portal: 

Launched by Tribal Affairs Minister recently. 

1. The online portal will act as a one-stop solution presenting all information pertaining to 

tribal health and nutrition-related to Scheduled Tribes. 

2. The portal will be managed by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs' Center of Excellence (CoE) 

for Knowledge Management in Health and Nutrition. 

 

 

TOPIC-7 

National Health Authority: 

It is the apex body responsible for implementing India’s flagship public health insurance / 

assurance scheme ‘Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana’. 

1. National Health Authority is the successor of National Health Agency, which was 

functioning as a registered society since 23rd May, 2018. 

2. NHA is governed by a Governing Board chaired by the Union Minister for Health and 

Family Welfare. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-8 

Democracy needs an Internet ombudsman 

Context: The increasing interplay between government, companies and citizens for big 

data. 

What are some of the Criticism of the present day Internet Structure? 

• Information asymmetry has become so huge that it has eroded the very spirit of 

democracy by limiting the unbiased communication of ideas 


