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TOPIC-1 
Oslo Peace Accord 

Context: The Oslo peace accords of the 1990s gave the Palestinians self-¬rule in 

parts of the West Bank. 

About: 

Oslo Accords are a series of agreements between Israel and the Palestinians 

signed in the 1990s. 

• Oslo I (1993) formally known as the Declaration of Principles (DOP) established 

a timetable for the Middle East peace process. It planned for an interim 

Palestinian government in Gaza and Jericho in the West Bank. 

• Oslo II officially called the Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West 

Bank and Gaza (1995), expanded on Oslo I. 

Oslo II included - 

• Provisions for the complete withdrawal of Israeli troops from six West Bank 

cities and about 450 towns. 

• Timetable for elections for the Palestinian Legislative Council. 

The interim pact was only supposed to last five years while a permanent 

agreement was finalized but it has tacitly been rolled over for more than two 

decades. 

The question of Jerusalem was left undecided under the Oslo Accords 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-2 

RBI’s Loan Recast Scheme  

In news: 

• RBI cleared a loan restructuring scheme for borrowers who 
are under stress because of the pandemic. 

• Key sectors, such as micro, small and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs), hospitality, aviation, retail, real estate and auto, 
which are facing a liquidity crunch, will benefit from this 
scheme. 

Do you know? 
• One¬time loan restructuring will help soften the COVID¬19 

pandemic’s impact on banks ’asset quality 
• RBI's relaxations under the Prudential Framework on 

Resolution of stressed assets will benefit borrowers in most 
categories 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-3 

 The future of Indian secularism 
Features of constitutional secularism in India 
• Constitutional secularism is marked by at least two features. 
• First, critical respect for all religions. 
• Unlike some secularisms, ours is not blindly anti-religious but 

respects religion. 
• It respects not one but all religions. 
• Every aspect of religious doctrine or practice cannot be respected 

but respect for religion must be accompanied by critique. 
• Second, intervene whenever religious groups promote communal 

disharmony. 
Thus, it has to constantly decide when to engage or disengage, help 

or hinder religion depending entirely on which of these enhances 
our constitutional commitment to freedom, equality and fraternity. 

How populism is harming secularism 
• Secularism has paid a heavy price in our country for being at the 

center of public and political discourse. 
• Populism based politics is indifferent to freedom and equality-

based religious reform, it has removed critical from the term 
‘critical respect’. 

• It has even been complicit in igniting communal violence. 
• This party-political 'secular' state, cozying up alternately to the 

fanatical fringe of the minority and the majority, was readymade 
for takeover by a majoritarian party. 

• This takeover was accomplished by removing the word 'all' and 
replacing it by 'majority'. 

• Today, Indian constitutional secularism is swallowed up by this 
party-political secularism, with not a little help from the 
opposition, media and judiciary. 



 
 
 
 

 

Way forward 
• 1) There is a need for a shift of focus from a politically-led project to 

a socially-driven movement for justice. 
• 2) Also, a shift of emphasis from inter-religious to intra-religious 

issues. 
• Such focus on intra-relisious issues may allow deeper introspection 

within, multiple dissenting voices to resurface, create conditions to 
root out intra-religious critical, and make its members free and 
equal. 

• 3) Europe’s secularism provided a principle to fight intra-religious 
oppressions. 

• In India, secularism was not only a project of civic friendship among 
religious communities but also of opposition to religion-based 
caste and gender oppressions. 

• A collective push from young men and women may help strengthen 
the social struggle of emancipation from intra-religious. 

• 4) Inter-religious issues should also not be ignored. 
• Distance, freedom from mutual obsession, give communities 

breathing space. 
• Each can now explore resources within to construct new ways of 

living together. 

Conclusion 
Needed today are new forms of socio-religious reciprocity, critical for 

the business of everyday life and novel ways of reducing the 
political alienation of citizens, a democratic deficit whose 
ramifications go beyond the ambit of secularism. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 

 Clause 6 of the Assam Accord 

In February, a government-appointed committee had 
submitted its recommendations for implementation of 
reason 6 of the Assam Accord, a key provision that has 
been contentious for decades. 

What is Clause 6? 

• It is a part of the Assam Accord which came at the culmination of a 
movement against immigration from Bangladesh. 

• It reads: "Constitutional, legislative and administrative safeguards, 
as may be appropriate, shall be provided to protect, preserve and 
promote the cultural, social, linguistic identity and heritage of the 
Assamese people." 

• For recognition as citizens, the Accord sets March 24, 1971, as the 
cutoff. 

• As immigrants up to the cutoff date would get all rights as Indian 
citizens, so Clause 6 was inserted to safeguard the socio-political 
rights and culture of the “indigenous people of Assam”. 

 
What has happened since? 
• Several committees have been set up over the years to make 

recommendations on the implementation of Clause 6. 
• None of them made headway on the provision's contentious issues, 

however, until the latest CAA move. 
• Following widespread protests against the CAA, the government 

gave an urgent push to Clause 6 to pacify the Assamese 
community. 

Recommendations of the recent report 



 
 
 
 

 

• Headed by retired High Court judge Biplab Kumar Sarma the 
committee was asked to fast-track its report. 

• It submitted its report in Feb but the government did not make its 
contents public. 

• But some Assamese activists independently made the contents 
public. 

• Its brief was to define the "Assamese people" and suggest 
measures for the safeguard of their rights. The definition of 
"Assamese people" has been a subject of discussion for decades. 

Key propositions 
The committee has proposed that the following be considered 

Assamese people for the purpose of Clause 6. All citizens of India 
who are part of: 

• Assamese community, residing in the Territory of Assam on or 
before January 1, 1951; or 

• Any indigenous tribal community of Assam residing in the territory 
of Assam on or before January 1, 1951; or 

• Any other indigenous community of Assam residing in the territory 
of Assam on or before January 1, 1951; or 

• All other citizens of India residing in the territory of Assam on or 
before January 1, 1951; and 

• Descendants of the above categories 
Why 1951? 
• During the Assam agitation, the demand was for detection and 

deportation of migrants who had illegally entered Assam after 
1951. 

• The Assam Accord, however, set the cutoff on March 24, 1971. The 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) was updated based on this 
cutoff. 

• Clause 6 is meant to give the Assamese people certain safeguards, 
which would not be available to migrants between 1951 and 1971. 



 
 
 
 

 

• If the recommendation is accepted, those who migrated between 
1951 and 1971 would be Indian citizens, but they were being 
eligible for safeguards meant for Assamese people ”. 

What are these safeguards? 
Among various recommendations, the key is the reservation of seats 

in Parliament, Assembly and local bodies; reservation in jobs; and 
land rights. The panel recommends the Assamese people be given: 

• 80 to 100% reservation in the parliamentary seats of Assam, 
assembly seats and local body seats be reserved for the “Assamese 
people”. 

• 80 to 100% of Group C and D level posts (in Assam) in central 
government / semi-central government / central PSUs / private 
sector 

• 80 to 100% of jobs under Government of Assam and state 
government undertakings; and 70 to 100% of vacancies arising in 
private partnerships 

• Land rights, with restrictions imposed on transferring land by any 
means to persons other than "Assamese people". 

Several other recommendations deal with language and cultural and 
social rights. On language, it recommends: 

• Assamese language shall continue to be official language 
throughout the state with provisions for use of local languages in 
Barak Valley, Hill Districts and the Bodoland Territorial Area 
Districts. 

• Mandatory provision of an Assamese language paper for 
recruitment in state government services with alternatives for 
Barak Valley districts, BTAD and Hills districts. 

• To set up academies for all-round development of each of the 
indigenous tribal languages including, Bodo, Mishing, Karbi, 
Dimasa, Koch-Rajbongshi, Rabha, Deuri, Tiwa, Tai and other 
indigenous languages. 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-5 

Hindu Women’s Inheritance Rights 
 

The Supreme Court has expanded a Hindu woman’s right to be a joint 
legal heir and inherit ancestral property on terms equal to male heirs. 

What is the ruling? 

 The SC Bench ruled that a Hindu woman’s right to be a joint heir to 
the ancestral property is by birth and does not depend on whether 
her father was alive or not when the law was enacted in 2005. 

 The Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005 gave Hindu women 
the right to be coparceners or joint legal heirs in the same way a 
male heir does. 

 Since the coparcenary (heirship) is by birth, it is not necessary that 
the father coparcener should be living as on 9.9.2005, the ruling 
said. 

What is the 2005 law? 

 The Mitakshara school of Hindu law codified as the Hindu 
Succession Act, 1956 governed succession and inheritance of 
property but only recognised males as legal heirs. 

 The law applied to everyone who is not a Muslim, Christian, Parsi 
or Jew by religion. 

 Buddhists, Sikhs, Jains and followers of Arya Samaj, Brahmo Samaj 
are also considered Hindus for the purposes of this law. 

 In a Hindu Undivided Family, several legal heirs through 
generations can exist jointly. 

Background 



 
 
 
 

 

 Traditionally, only male descendants of a common ancestor along 
with their mothers, wives and unmarried daughters are considered 
a joint Hindu family. 

 The legal heirs hold the family property jointly. 
 Women were recognised as coparceners or joint legal heirs for 

partition arising from 2005. 
 The 174th Law Commission Report had also recommended this 

reform in Hindu succession law. 
 Even before the 2005 amendment, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, 

Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu had made this change in the law, and 
Kerala had abolished the Hindu Joint Family System in 1975. 

What did the law bring in? 

 Section 6 of the Act was amended that year to make a daughter of 
a coparcener also a coparcener by birth “in her own right in the 
same manner as the son”. 

 The law also gave the daughter the same rights and liabilities “in 
the coparcenary property as she would have had if she had been a 
son”. 

 The law applies to ancestral property and to intestate succession in 
personal property — where succession happens as per law and not 
through a will. 

How did the case come about? 

 While the 2005 law granted equal rights to women, questions were 
raised whether the law applied retrospectively and if the rights of 
women depended on the living status of their father. 

 Different benches of the Supreme Court had taken conflicting 
views on the issue. Different High Courts had also followed 
different views of the top court as binding precedents. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The Prakash v Phulwati (2015) case held that the benefit of the 
2005 amendment could be granted only to “living daughters of 
living coparceners” as on September 9, 2005 (the date when the 
amendment came to force). 

 In February 2018 a bench headed by Justice A K Sikri held that the 
share of a father who died in 2001 will also pass to his daughters as 
coparceners during the partition of the property as per the 2005 
law. 

The present case 

 These conflicting views led to a reference to a three-judge Bench in 
the current case. 

 The ruling now overrules the verdicts from 2015 and April 2018. 
 It settles the law and expands on the intention of the 2005 

legislation to remove the discrimination as contained in section 6 
of the Hindu Succession Act, 1956. 

 It gave equal rights to daughters in the Hindu Mitakshara 
coparcenary property as the sons have. 

What was the government’s stand? 

 The solicitor argued in favour of an expansive reading of the law to 
allow equal rights for women. He referred to the objects and 
reasons of the 2005 amendment. 

 The Mitakshara coparcenary law not only contributed to 
discrimination on the ground of gender but was oppressive and 
negated the fundamental right of equality guaranteed by the 
Constitution. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-6 

Three decades of Mandal Moment 

Context: Thirty years ago, on 7th August 1990, the VP Singh 
government decided to implement the recommendations of the 
Mandal Commission, and providing 27% reservations for other 
Backward Classes (OBCs) in government jobs 

Mandal Commission 

• In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 340of the 
Constitution, the President appointed a backward class commission 
in December 1978 under the chairmanship of B. P. Mandal. 

• The commission was formed to determine the criteria fordefining 
India’s “socially and educationally backward classes” and to 
recommend steps to be taken for the advancement of those 
classes. 

• The Mandal Commission submitted its report in 1980 and 
generated an all-India other backward classes (OBC) list of 3,743 
castes and a more underprivileged "depressed backward classes" 
list of 2,108 castes. 

• The Commission talked about India's 52% OBCs population, 
therefore27% government jobs should be reserved for them. 

What were the factors which led to the historic moment in Modern 
Indian Politics? 

The decision was in the wake of the gradual political rise of the 
backward communities, which was due to a set of complex factors. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Political Outcome of Past Policies: The impact of the Green 
Revolution led to economic empowerment of OBCs and increased 
their desire for upward professional mobility through reservation 
in government jobs 

• Electoral Compulsion: The demographic weight of the backward 
communities amplified their aspirations. In a Democratic society 
like India, the demands of such large sections of society could not 
be neglected both electorally and democratically. 

• Political Compulsions: To counter the Mandir politics of late 
1980s which sought to prioritize religion over caste, the 
government of the day promoted Mandal Politics 

Was OBC reservation opposed and if so on what lines? 

• The Mandal moment saw ferocious backlash by sections of upper 
castes, particularly in northern & western regions of India 

• This opposition was articulated on two axes 

• That reservations compromised merit 

• If at all reservations should open up beyond what was offered to 
SC & STs, it should be on economic lines (and not on caste basis) 

What has been the Supreme Court's verdict on OBC reservation? 

• The Supreme Court dealt with Constitutional Validity of OBC 
reservation in 'Indira Sawhney' Case or Mandal Case. 

• The SC upheld the 27% reservation for OBCs but also stated that 
only caste was not an indicator of social and educational 
backwardness. 



 
 
 
 

 

• SC also said that the 'creamy layer' among the OBCs should not 
be the beneficiaries of the reservations. 

• Supreme Court in the same case also upheld the principle that 
the combined reservation beneficiaries should not exceed 50% of 
India’s population. 

What has been the major criticism of OBC reservation? 

• Backlash by left out sections: The resentment of those 
communities which did not have a share in the reservation pie 
increased. Mandal Politics launched an era of open hostility 
between upper castes and backward communities, particularly in 
the Hindi heartland 

• Appeasement Politics: Political parties, in order to appease their 
constituents, continued to expand reservation. This has 
undermined the entire purpose of reservation, envisaged as a tool 
to address historic injustice 

• Demand for Subcategorization of OBCs: Within OBCs, some 
communities benefited more than others, which led to a political 
divide and demands for sub-categorization, a process currently 
underway. 

• According to the Rohini Commission, out of almost 6,000 castes 
and communities in the OBCs, only 40 such communities had 
gained 50% of reservation benefits for admission in central 
educational institutions and recruitment to the civil services. 

Way ahead 



 
 
 
 

 

• Making Agriculture Economically Viable: As the small 
landholders, tenants, agricultural labor, impoverished village 
artisans, unskilled workers, forms the bulk of the OBCs community, 
it becomes imperative to make agriculture (the backbone of the 
rural economy) economically viable. 

• Strengthening private sector: A revived private sector that offers 
jobs to unemployed youth reduces the demand for jobs in the 
public sector and reservation. 

• Review of Reservation Policy: The entire architecture of 
reservations needs a review, with the aim of creating a just, 
inclusive and equal society, without pandering to populist 
movements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-7 

Defense Minister Launches Various Initiatives of DPSUS & OFB 

IN NEWS 

• Defense Minister launched the initiatives of a number of modernization and 

up-gradation of facilities as also new infrastructure creation by Defense 

Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs) and Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) 

through digital link in New Delhi. 

• It was part of the of the Atmanirbhar Week celebration of the Ministry of 

Defense. 

ABOUT 

• The ban on imports of 101 defense items is a big step towards an Atma 

Nirbhar Bharat. This list of negative items contains not only small items but 

weapon systems of high and critical technology. 

• Government has made timely and thoughtful interventions during Covid-19 

times like issuing negative list for import, increase in FDI limits, separate 

budget for domestic capital procurement and emphasis on indigenization. 

• Defense industry has always been the forerunner of cutting-edge 

technologies world across and hence self-reliance in defense is a tall task 

which needs whole hearted involvement of all to be fruitful. 

INITIATIVE FOR ATMA NIRBHAR BHARAT 

• Pinaka Rocket Complex at Ordnance Factory Chanda has launched 

upgradation of facilities to meet the enhanced requirement of Pinaka. 



 
 
 
 

 

• BEL has launched fully indigenized Maareech Integration Facility for 

manufacturing, integration and testing of Anti Torpedo Defense System 

Maareech which has been designed by DRDO. 

• HAL has handed over the 500th AL-31FP overhauled engine to the IAF which 

are mounted on its most lethal frontline fighter aircraft Su-30MKI. It has 

been done by the Koraput Division of HAK. 

• BEML has set up Industrial Design Center at Bengaluru as part of its new 

infrastructure creation. 

• GRSE has enhanced the capability at its Raja Bagan dockyard to meet the 

production requirement for the ongoing prestigious P17A project 

• MIDHANI under its Corporate Social Responsibility & Sustainable 

Development Policy has set up a state-of-the-art Skill Development Center 

CONCLUSION 

• India is on way for Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan and 5-I formula of 'Intent, 

Inclusion, Investment, Infrastructure and Innovation' that will put the 

economy on high growth trajectory. 

• The spirit demonstrated by the DPSUs and OFB will usher the nation in a 

quantum jump to a resilient, Aatmanirbhar economy. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-8 

Appointment of the UPSC Chairman 
The President of India has appointed Shri Arvind Saxena as Chairman 

of Union Public Service Commission (UPSC). 

Backgrounder: UPSC 
• The UPSC is India’s premier central recruiting agency responsible 

for appointments to and examinations for all India services and 
group A & group B of central services. 

• The Department of Personnel and Training is the central personnel 
agency in India. 

• It is mandated for appointments to the services of the Union and All 
India Services. 

• It is also required to be consulted by the Government in matters 
relating to the appointment, transfer, promotion and disciplinary 
matters. 

• Established on 1 October 1926 as Public Service Commission, it was 
later reconstituted as Federal Public Service Commission by the GoI 
Act 1935; only to be renamed as improved UPSC after the 
independence. 

Appointments to the UPSC 
• As per Article 316 of the constitution, the Chairman and other 

members of UPSC shall be appointed by the President. 
• In case the office of the Chairman becomes vacant his duties shall 

be performed by one of the other members of the Commission as 
the President may appoint for the purpose. 

• Under Art. 318, the President is empowered to determine the 
number of members of the Commission and their conditions of 
service. 



 
 
 
 

 

• As per Art 319, a person who holds office as Chairman shall, on the 
expiration of his term of office, be ineligible for re-appointment to 
that office. 

• But, a member other than the Chairman shall be eligible for 
appointment as the Chairman of the UPSC. 

• Also, the Chairman of a State PSC shall be eligible for appointment 
as the Chairman or any other member of the UPSC. 

Removal of members / chairman 
• As per Art. 317, the Chairman or any other member of a UPSC shall 

only be removed from their office by order of the President on the 
ground of "misbehaviour" after the Supreme Court inquiry report. 

• The President may suspend the Chairman or other member of the 
Commission until a report of the Supreme Court is received. 

Distinguishing features 
• The commission reports directly to the President and can advise the 

Government through him. 
• Although, such advice is not binding on the Government. 
• Being a constitutional authority, UPSC is amongst the few 

institutions which function with both autonomy and freedom, 
along with the country's higher judiciary and lately the Election 
Commission. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-9 

Krishi Megh: A Cloud-based Data Recovery Center 
Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare has launched the 

Krishi Megh Data Recovery Center. 
Krishi Megh 

• The Krishi Megh has been set up at National Academy of 
Agricultural Research Management (NAARM), Hyderabad. 

• It has been set up under the National Agricultural Higher Education 
Project (NAHEP), funded by both the government and World Bank. 

• It has been built to mitigate the risk, enhance the quality, 
availability and accessibility of e-governance, research, extension 
and education in the field of agriculture in India. 

• Currently, the main data center of the Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research (ICAR) is at the Indian Agricultural Statistics Research 
Institute (IASRI) in New Delhi. 

Back2Basics: Cloud Storage 
• It is a cloud computing model that stores data on the 

Internet through a cloud computing provider who manages 
and operates data storage as a service. 

• It is delivered on demand with just-in-time capacity and 
costs, and eliminates buying and managing your own data 
storage infrastructure. 

• It gives agility, global scale and durability, with "anytime, 
anywhere" data access. 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-10 
In news: Loya Jirga 
The Afghan Loya Jirga approves release of 400 'hard-core' Taliban 

prisoners. 

What is Loya Jirga? 
• A Loya Jirga is a special type of jirga, or legal assembly, in 

Pashtunwali, the traditional code of laws of the Pashtun people. 
• It is mainly organized for choosing a new head of state in case of 

sudden death, adopting a new constitution, or to settle national or 
regional issue such as war. 

• It predates modern-day written or fixed laws and is mostly favored 
by the Pashtun people but to a lesser extent by other nearby 
groups that have been influenced by Pashtuns (historically known 
as Afghans). 

• In Afghanistan, Loya Jirgas has been organized since at least the 
early 18th century when the Hotaki and Durrani dynasties rose to 
power. 


