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TOPIC-1 

Leveraging its market to force China to settle 

border issue 

Boycott of Chinese goods: view and counterview 

 After the Galwan incident, there have been calls for the boycott of Chinese goods. 

 Counter views have been expressed that the Indian economy is so dependent on China that the 

costs would be disproportionately higher for India. 

 Our dependence can be reduced substantially if there is a national will and resolve to do so. 

Need for mutually acceptable boundary agreement 

 China may not be willing to go back substantially from the areas they have occupied. 

 Agreeing on carrying peace and tranquillity or clarification of the LAC has left space for the 

Chinese to create border incidents which have now led to casualties. 

 So India needs to get China to seriously negotiate a mutually acceptable boundary agreement. 

India could use its market as leverage 

 The size of the Indian market and its potential in the coming years provides India considerable 

leverage. 

 But to use this leverage, Indians, individual consumers as well as firms, have to accept that there 

would be a period of adjustment in which they would have to pay higher prices. 

 The Chinese have a competitive advantage and are integral to global supply chains. 

 But whatever they sell is, and can be, made elsewhere in the world. 

 Most of what we import from China was, is and can be made in India itself. 

 With volumes and economies of scale, the cost of production in India would decline as it did in 

China. 

Steps need to be taken to use market as leverage 

 The initial focus should be on items which are still being made in India and where imports from 

China have been increasing. 

 If the RBI let the currency depreciate in real terms it would be equivalent to an increase in import 

duties of about 10 per cent. 

 China-specific safeguard duties and use of non-tariff trade barriers should be used in 

segments like electrical appliances to let Indian producers expand production and increase market 

share.    

 The government should also facilitate the flow of finances for expansion and provide technical 

support for testing, improving quality and lowering costs of production. 

 Critical In Areas Such As Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients , We Need A Vigorous Approach 

To Procure From Elsewhere And Have Early Production In India K    

 The government could provide support for environmental compliance to bring down costs of 

production.   

 This would create demand for domestic goods and services.  



 
 
 
 

 

 Then there are strategic sectors where we should reduce vulnerability: Like scrutiny of -Chinese 

FDI, Chinese 5G participation etc. 

 In critical areas like solar panel and grid storage batteries private investment for manufacturing in 

India would be triggered by assured government procurement. 

 There has been some progress in the last few years in assembly and value addition, especially of 

smart phones. 

 The government is providing incentives for greater value addition and phased manufacturing in 

India. 

 Chinese firms are major players in this space. This need not be disturbed for the present. 

Conclusion 

A sustained and graded economic response to the recent Chinese conduct on the border is needed. We 

should signal India's firm resolve and willingness to bear the cost. China could choose to settle the 

border amicably and have full access to our market. We could then work together to make this the Asian 

century. 
  

TOPIC-2 

States can have sub-groups among SCs / STs: Supreme Court 

 

A five-judge Bench of the Supreme Court has held that States can sub-classify Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes in the Central List to provide preferential treatment to the "weakest out of the weak". 

What is the sub-categorization of SCs? 

 States have argued that among the SCs, there are some that remain grossly under-represented 

despite reservation in comparison to other SCs. 

 This inequality within the SCs is underlined in several reports, and special quotas have been 

framed to address it. 

 For example, in AP, Punjab, Tamil Nadu and Bihar, special quotas were introduced for the most 

vulnerable Dalits. 

 In 2007, Bihar set up the Mahadalit Commission to identify the castes within SCs that were left 

behind. 



 
 
 
 

 

About the Judgement 

 The judgment is based on a reference to the Constitution Bench the question of law involving 

section 4 (5) of the Punjab Scheduled Caste and Backward Classes (Reservation in Services) Act, 

2006. 

 The legal provision allows 50% of the reserved Scheduled Castes seats in the state to be allotted to 

Balmikis and Mazhabi Sikhs. 

There lies struggle within castes: SC 

 There is a “caste struggle” within the reserved class as a benefit of reservation is being usurped by 

a few, the court pointed out. 

 The million-dollar question is how to trickle down the benefit to the bottom rung. 

 It is clear that caste, occupation, and poverty are interwoven. 

 The state cannot be deprived of the power to take care of the qualitative and quantitative 

difference between different classes… to take ameliorative measures, said the judgment. 

Overruling the old judgment 

 With this, the Bench took a contrary view to a 2004 judgment delivered by another Coordinate 

Bench of five judges in the EV Chinnaiah case. 

 The judgment had held that allowing states to unilaterally "make a class within a class of members 

of the Scheduled Castes" would amount to tinkering with the Presidential list. 

 The judgment is significant as it fully endorses the push to extend the creamy layer concept to the 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

 Citizens cannot be treated to be socially and educationally backwards till perpetuity; those who 

have come up must be excluded like the creamy layer, the judgment said. 

What is the Presidential list? 

 The Constitution, while providing for special treatment of SCs and STs to achieve equality, does 

not specify the castes and tribes that are to be called SCs and STs. 

 This power is left to the central executive - the President. As per Article 341, those castes notified 

by the President are called SCs and STs. 

 A caste notified as SC in one state may not be an SC in another state. These vary from state to 

state to prevent disputes as to whether a particular caste is accorded reservation or not. 

 According to the annual report of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, there were 

1,263 SCs in the country in 2018-19. 

 No community has been specified as SC in Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland, and Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep. 

 The Constitution treats all Schedule castes as a single homogeneous group. 

Arguments against sub-categorization 

 The argument is that the test or requirement of social and educational backwardness cannot be 

applied to SCs and STs. 

 The special treatment is given to the SCs due to untouchability with which they suffer. 

 In a 1976 case, State of Kerala v NM Thomas, the Supreme Court laid down that "Scheduled 

Castes are not castes, they are class." 



 
 
 
 

 

 The petitioner's argument against allowing states to change the proportion of reservation is also 

based on the perception that such decisions will be made to appease one vote-bank or the other. 

 A watertight President's list was envisaged to protect from such potential arbitrary change. 

Way ahead with the judgement 

 The judgment reasoned that sub-classifications within the Presidential / Central List do not 

amount to “tinkering” with it. 

 No caste is excluded from the list. The States only give preference to the weakest of the lot in a 

pragmatic manner based on statistical data. 

 Preferential treatment to ensure even distribution of reservation benefits to the more backward is a 

facet of the right to equality, judgment observed. 

  

TOPIC-3 

What is the Hangenberg Crisis? 

The explosion of a nearby star - occurred at between Devonian and Carboniferous periods - could have 

caused a mass extinction event that took place 359 million years ago. 

Hangenberg crisis 

 The Earth suffered an intense loss of species diversity that lasted for at least 300,000 years. 

 The event is thought to have been caused by long-lasting ozone depletion, which would have 

allowed much more of the Sun's ultraviolet (UV) radiation to reach and harm life on Earth. 

 It was called the Hangenberg crisis. 

What did researchers find? 

 Extensive volcanism and global warming can also rupture the ozone layer but shreds of evidence 

for these are indefinite as far as the time period is concerned. 

 So, they up that one or more supernovae explosions, at a distance of 65 light-years away from the 

Earth, may have caused a prolonged loss of ozone. 

 Betelgeuse, a supernova, around 600 light-years away and present outside the kill distance of 25 

light-years poses a danger today. 

 Events like gamma-ray bursts, solar eruptions and meteorite collisions end up very soon. As such, 

they cannot pave the way for gradual ozone depletion that took place at the close of the Devonian 

aeon. 

 A supernova event can be powerful enough to bathe its galaxy in light for days and months 

alike. It can be seen across the universe as well. 

Why Supernovae are considered dangerous? 

 Supernovae (SNe) are quick sources of ionizing photons that include fatal X-rays, UV and gamma 

rays. 

 Over a longer period of time, the bang clashes with the nearby gas, resulting in a shockwave that 

causes particle acceleration. 



 
 
 
 

 

 As such, cosmic rays are generated by SNe. These charged particles with high energies get 

magnetically confined on the inside of SN remains. 

 The fossil evidence shows a 300,000-year shrink in biodiversity leading the way to Devonian-

Carboniferous Boundary (DCB) mass extinction. 

 This puts forward the possibility of multiple catastrophes or multiple supernovae explosions. 

  

TOPIC-4 

Atal Tunnel at Rohtang 

 

The Atal Tunnel at Rohtang, near Manali, is almost complete in all respects and will be inaugurated 

very soon in September. 

Atal tunnel 

 The 9-km-long tunnel is constructed under the Pir Panjal range. 

 It has been named after former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee and will be the world's longest highway 

tunnel above the altitude of 10,000 feet (3000 meters). 

 It was scheduled to be completed by May 2020, in a revised estimate, but the Covid-19 pandemic 

pushed back the completion by a few months due to lockdown conditions. 

 Vehicles can travel at a maximum speed of 80 km per hour. Up to 1,500 trucks and 3,000 cars are 

expected to use it per day when the situation gets to normal. 

What is its strategic advantage? 

 Cutting through the Pir Panjal range, the tunnel will reduce the distance between Manali and Leh 

by 46 km. 

 The tunnel will provide almost all-weather connectivity to the troops stationed in Ladakh. 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-5 

PVTGS in Andaman 
 

Five members of the Great Andamanese tribe, a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTGs) have 

tested positive for COVID-19. 

PVTGs in Andaman 

 Great Andamanese is one of five PVTGs that reside in Andamans archipelago. 

 The Great Andamanese speak Jeru dialect among themselves and their number stands at 51 as per 

the last study carried out by Andaman Adim Janjati Vikas Samiti in 2012. 

 The five PVTGS residing in Andamans are Great Andamanese, Jarwas, Onges, 

Shompens and North Sentinelese .    

What are PVTGs? 

 There are certain tribal communities who have declining or stagnant population, low level of 

literacy, pre-agricultural level of technology and are economically backward. 

 They generally inhabit remote localities having poor infrastructure and administrative support. 

 These groups are among the most vulnerable section of our society as they are few in numbers, 

have not attained any significant level of social and economic development. 

 75 such groups have been identified and categorized as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 

(PVTGs). 

  

TOPIC-6 

Turkey's Maritime Disputes 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Turkish President Erdogan has asserted that his country will take whatever belongs to it in the 

Mediterranean, as well as Aegean and the Black Sea. 

Assertion over the Mediterranean 

 Greece and Turkey have been locked in a dispute over control of eastern Mediterranean waters. 

 They are at odds over the rights to potential hydrocarbon resources, based on conflicting claims 

over the extent of their continental shelves. 

 The Turkish navy will hold the shooting exercises in the eastern Mediterranean off the coast of 

Iskenderun, northeast of Cyprus. 

 Cyprus was divided in 1974 following a Turkish invasion triggered by a Greek-inspired coup. 

 Turkey recognizes the Turkish-populated north of Cyprus as a separate state, which is not 

recognized by other countries. 

  

TOPIC-7 

Making agricultural reforms successful 

Recent reforms in agricultural marketing 

 The 3 recent reforms in agricultural marketing bring major changes in policy. 

 The removal of restrictions under the Essential Commodities Act (ECA) should help attract 

private investment in agriculture. 

 The two new ordinances are expected to enable inter-state trade and promote contract farming, 

thereby providing a large number of options to farmers. 

Concerns that need to be addressed 

1) Policy credibility problem 

 The first problem is 'time-inconsistency' problem or the policy credibility problem.  

 This situation arises when a decision maker's preferences change over time in such a way that 

the preferences are inconsistent at different points in time.   

 Because the policy signals are not very clear in the last few years as relates to agricultural 

marketing, as we will see below. 

 This clarity of clear signal is reflected in rollout of multiple schemes: e-NAM, PM-AASHA, PM-

KISAN. 

 In 2016, the electronic national agricultural market (e-NAM) was launched with a lot of fanfare. 

 States needed to amend their respective Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) Acts. 

 Several states could not or did not carry out these amendments and the e-NAM proved to be far 

less effective than desired.  

 As a result, the government reverted back to public price support by launching an ambitious 

program, PM-AASHA, in September 2018. 

 The program was confined to pulses and oilseeds to limit the fiscal costs. 

 However, the initial budgetary outlay did not match the level of ambition of the program.   



 
 
 
 

 

 In addition to the PM-AASHA program, two model acts were formulated by the Central 

Government in 2017 and 2018 to promote agricultural marketing and contract farming in States.   

 States were required to legislate these Model Acts. 

 However, progress has been tardy and many states have not adopted the Model Acts. 

 This uninspiring performance of PM-AASHA necessitated a more radical and direct approach.   

 Thus evolved the PM-KISAN , a direct cash transfer program, in the interim budget of 2019-2020 

(February 2019).  

 This program involved a fixed payment of ₹ 6,000 per annum to each farm household with a 

budgetary outlay of ₹ 75,000 crore.  

 The frequent flip-flops in farm policy - from a market-based e-NAM to a public funded PM-

AASHA and now back to market-based measures - may not inspire much confidence in the minds 

of private investors about the continuance of the present policies. 

2) Center-State and State-State relations 

 Recent Ordinances were passed by the Central Government using the constitutional provisions but 

the implementation of the same vests with the States. 

 Also, inter-state trade involves movement of goods across the state boundaries. 

 Thus, coordination between the Central and the State governments, and also among various states 

becomes crucial. 

 Also, the states must have faced several problems in legislating and implementing the earlier 

Model Acts. 

 Thus, the center must engage with the states about these constraints in order to iron out the 

potential problems in the implementation of the ordinances. 

3) Multiple market failures and the resultant inter-linkage of rural markets 

 Absence or failure of credit and insurance markets may lead a farmer to depend upon the local 

input dealer. 

 This, in turn, may tie him to these intermediaries and constrain his choice of output markets. 

 Similarly, the widespread restrictions on land leasing in many states lead to an inefficient scale of 

production. 

 Thus, reforms in the output market alone are not sufficient. 

 Reforms in output must be supplemented and complemented with the liberalization of the lease 

market and better access to credit and insurance markets. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, consistency in policy, collaborative approach and complementary reforms are necessary 

for the success of the recent agricultural market reforms. 
  

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-8 

National Recruitment Agency: Taking jobs closer to people 

Conttext 

 On average, 2.5-3 crore candidates appear for about 1.25 lakh vacancies in the central government 

every year. 

 But from next year, the NRA will conduct the CET and based on the score, one can apply for a 

vacancy with the respective agency. 

NRA: Composition and functioning 

 The NRA will have representatives from the Ministry of Railways, Ministry of Finance / 

Department of Financial Services, Staff Selection Commission (SSC), Railway Recruitment 

Boards (RRBs) and Institute of Banking Personnel Selection (IBPS). 

 A multi-agency body, the NRA will conduct a Common Eligibility Test (CET) to screen / shortlist 

candidates for the Group B and C (non-technical) posts. 

 The NRA shall conduct a separate CET each for the three levels of graduate, higher secondary 

(12th pass) and the matriculate (10th pass) candidates for those non-technical posts to which 

recruitment is presently carried out by the SSC, RRBs and IBPS. 

How it will benefit youth 

 It will eliminate multiple tests and save time as well as resources. 

 It will give a big boost to transparency. 

 The multiple recruitment examinations are a burden on the candidates, as also on the respective 

recruitment agencies, involving avoidable / repetitive preliminary, law and order / security-related 

issues and venue-related problems. 

 The NRA is a combination of convenience and cost-effectiveness for candidates. 

 Examination centers in every district would greatly enhance access to the candidates located in 

far-flung areas, with a special focus on creating examination infrastructure in the 117 Aspirational 

Districts. 

 This will prove a great boon to crores of aspirants residing in hilly, rural and remote areas and 

most importantly, for female candidates. 

 Taking job opportunities closer to the people is a radical step that would greatly enhance ease of 

living for the youth. 

Conclusion 

Taking job opportunities closer to the people is a radical step that would greatly enhance ease of living 

for the youth. 
  

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

TOPIC-9 

Space industry and challenges 

Emerging trends in space industry 

 The price for reaching low Earth orbit has declined by a factor of 20 in a decade.   

 It enhances human space travel possibilities by leveraging new commercial capabilities. 

 According to a Bank of America report, the $ 350 billion space market today will touch $ 2.7 

trillion by 2050. 

 Starlink, the constellation being constructed by SpaceX to provide global Internet access, plans 

more than 10,000 mass-produced small satellites in low Earth orbit.   

 In a decade, 80,000 such satellites could be in space compared to less than 3,000 at present.     

 Companies such as Planet, Spire Global and Iceye are using orbital vantage points to collect and 

analyze data to deliver fresh insights in weather forecasting, global logistics, crop harvesting and 

disaster response. 

 Space could prove attractive for high-tech manufacturing too. 

 In short, an exciting new platform is opening up for entrepreneurs. 

3 Challenges 

1) Governance of outer space 

 The framework for governance of outer space as it becomes democratised, commercialized and 

crowded is becoming obsolescent. 

 The Outer Space Treaty of 1967 enshrines the idea that space should be "the province of all 

mankind" and "not subject to national appropriation by claims of sovereignty".  

 The Rescue Agreement, Space Liability Convention, and the Space Registration Convention 

expanded provisions of the Outer Space Treaty. 

 The Moon Treaty of 1979 was not ratified by major space-faring nations.  

 Space law does not have a dispute settlement mechanism , is silent on collisions and debris, and 

offers insufficient guidance on interference with others' space assets.  

 These gaps heighten the potential for conflict in an era of congested orbits and breakneck 

technological change.   

2) Acknowledging role of non-state entities 

 The legal framework related to outre space is state-centric, placing responsibility on states 

alone.   

 However, non-state entities are now in the fray for commercial space exploration and 

utilisation.  

 Some states are providing frameworks for resource recovery through private enterprises. 

 Some scholars and governments view this as against the principle of national non-

appropriation , violating the spirit if not the letter of the existing space law.  



 
 
 
 

 

 The lack of alignment of domestic and international normative frameworks risks a damaging 

free-for-all competition for celestial resources involving actors outside the space framework.   

3) The arms race in outer space 

 The space arms race is difficult to curb, especially since almost all space technologies have 

military applications. 

 For example, satellite constellations are commercial but governments could acquire their data to 

monitor military movements. 

 Investment in technologies that can disrupt or destroy space-based capabilities is under way. 

 Despite concerns about military activity in outer space for long, not much progress has been made 

in addressing them. 

 The UN General Assembly passes a resolution on Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space 

since 1982. 

 The current geopolitical situation does not hold hope for addressing concerns of a space arms race. 

Need for space legislation in India 

 India has invested enormous resources in its space program through the Indian Space Research 

Organization. 

 More importantly, our space assets are important for India's development. 

 The proposed involvement of private players and the creation of an autonomous body IN-SPACe 

for permitting and regulating activities of the private sector are welcome efforts. 

 However, the space environment that India faces requires us to go beyond meeting technical 

milestones. 

 We need a space legislation enabling coherence across technical, legal, commercial, diplomatic 

and defense goals. 

Conclusion 

Our space vision also needs to address global governance, regulatory and arms control issues. As space 

opens up our space vision needs broadening too. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-10 

How marriage age and women's health are linked? 

 

PM had announced a panel to fight malnutrition in young women and ensure they get married at the 

right age. Take a look at how the two are linked: 

How prevalent is underage marriage? 

 Data show that the majority of women in India marry after the age of 21. 

 Chart 1 shows the mean age of women at marriage is 22.1 years, and more than 21 in all 

states. This does not mean that child marriages have disappeared. 

 The latest National Family Health Survey (NFHS-4) found that about 26.8% of women aged 20-

24 (Chart 2) were married before adulthood (age 18). 

How does the age of marriage correlate with health? 

 Preventing early marriage can reduce the maternal mortality ratio and infant mortality ratio. 

 At present, the maternal mortality ratio - the number of maternal deaths for every 100,000 children 

born - is 145. 

 India's IMR shows that 30 of every 1,000 children born in a year before the age of one. 

 Young mothers are more susceptible to anaemia. More than half the women of reproductive age 

(15–49 years) in India are anaemic. 

What delayed marriage can alter? 

 Poverty, limited access to education and economic prospects, and security concerns are the known 

reasons for early marriage. 

 If the main causes of early marriage are not addressed, a law will not be enough to delay marriage 

among girls. 



 
 
 
 

 

 What do the data show? 
 Women in the poorest 20% of the population married much younger than their peers from the 

wealthiest 20% (Chart 5). 

 The average age at marriage of women with no schooling was 17.6, considerably lower than that 

for women educated beyond class 12 (Chart 6). 

 Almost 40% of girls aged 15-18 do not attend school, as per a report of the National Commission 

for Protection of Child Rights. 

 Nearly 65% of these girls are engaged in non-remunerative work. 

 That is why many believe that merely tweaking the official age of marriage may discriminate 

against the poorer, less-educated and marginalized women. 

 

TOPIC-11 

Export Preparedness Index (EPI) 2020 

 

NITI Aayog in partnership with the Institute of Competitiveness has released the Export Preparedness 

Index (EPI) 2020. 

EPI 2020 

 EPI intends to identify challenges and opportunities; enhance the effectiveness of government 

policies ; and encourage a facilitative regulatory framework.  

 The structure of the EPI includes 4 pillars –Policy; Business Ecosystem; Export 

Ecosystem; Export Performance. 



 
 
 
 

 

 It has 11 sub-pillars –Export Promotion Policy; Institutional Framework; Business 

Environment; Infrastructure; Transport Connectivity; Access to Finance; Export 

Infrastructure; Trade Support; R&D Infrastructure; Export Diversification; and Growth 

Orientation. 

Highlights of the EPI 

 This edition of the EPI has shown that most Indian states performed well on average across the 

sub-pillars of exports Diversification, Transport Connectivity, and Infrastructure. 

 Overall, most of the Coastal States are the best performers. Gujarat, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu 

occupy the top three ranks. 

 Six of eight coastal states feature in the top ten rankings, indicating the presence of strong 

enabling and facilitating factors to promote exports. 

 In the landlocked states, Rajasthan has performed the best, followed by Telangana and Haryana. 

 Among the Himalayan states, Uttarakhand is the highest, followed by Tripura and Himachal 

Pradesh. 

 Across the UTs, Delhi has performed the best, followed by Goa and Chandigarh. 

  
  

  
 


