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TOPIC-1 

DNA Bill 

Why in NEWS 

• DNA bill can be misused for caste-based profiling, says panel draft report. 

About Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana 

• Rolled out by ESI for providing unemployment allowance to workers rendered jobless due to 

changing employment pattern. 

• It aims to financially support those who lost their jobs or rendered jobless for whatsoever reasons 

due to changing employment pattern. 

• Its beneficiaries will be insured persons covered under Employees' State Insurance Act, 1948 for 

period of two years continuously. 

• Under this scheme, workers will be able to draw 47% of their total contributions towards ESIC after 

remaining unemployed for at least three months from date of leaving their previous jobs. 

• They can choose to receive the cash at one go or in instalments. It will be applicable to all factories 

and establishments employing at least 10 workers. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

About 

i. The bill that proposes DNA sampling and profiling of citizens accused of crime or reported missing 

and storing their unique genetic information for administrative purposes has some alarming 

provisions that could be misused for caste or community-based profiling, a draft report of the 

parliamentary standing committee on science and technology has flagged. 

ii. The committee, in its draft report, pointed out that the DNA profiles can reveal extremely sensitive 

information of an individual such as pedigree, skin color, behavior, illness, health status and 

susceptibility to diseases. 

iii. Under the provisions of the bill, access to such intrusive information can be misused to specifically 

target individuals and their families with their own genetic data. 

iv. This is particularly worrying as it could even be used to incorrectly link a particular caste / 

community to criminal activities. 

DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill 

• The bill regulates the use of DNA technology for improving the identity of persons in respect of 

matters listed in a schedule. These include, 

1. Criminal matters (offences under the IPC, 1860) 

2. Civil matters (parentage disputes, transplantation of human organs etc.). 

• The Bill establishes National and Regional DNA Data Banks. Every Data Bank will maintain the 

following indices: 

1. crime scene index 

2. suspects 'or undertrials' index, 

3. offenders' index 

4. missing persons' index, and 

5. unknown deceased persons' index. 

• It aims to store the unique genetic information for administrative purposes. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It establishes a DNA Regulatory Board which will supervise the DNA data banks and DNA 

laboratories. 

• The Secretary, Department of Biotechnology, will be the ex officio Chairperson of the board and the 

additional members will be- 

1. experts in the field of biological sciences 

2. Director General of the National Investigation Agency 

3. Director of the Central Bureau of Investigation 

• Every DNA laboratory that analyzes a DNA sample to establish the identity of an individual, has to 

be accredited by the Board. 

• Written consent is required from individuals to collect DNA samples from them. 

• Consent is not required for offenses with punishment of more than 7 years of imprisonment or 

death. 

• It also provides for the removal of DNA profiles of suspects on filing of a police report or court 

order, and of undertrials on the basis of a court order. 

• Profiles in the crime scene and missing persons' index will be removed on a written request. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-2 

ASTROSAT Satellite 

ASTROSAT, India's first multi-wavelength satellite observatory, has detected an extreme ultraviolet 

(UV) light from a galaxy which is 9.3 billion light-years away from Earth. 

AUDFs01 

• AstroSat has detected extreme-UV light from a galaxy, called AUDFs01, 9.3 billion light-years away 

from Earth. 

• The galaxy is located in the Hubble Extreme Deep field, through AstroSat. 

• This is a very important clue to how the dark ages of the universe ended and there was light in the 

universe. 

About ASTROSAT 

• AstroSat is India’s first dedicated multi-wavelength space telescope. It was launched on a PSLV-XL 

on 28 September 2015. 

It is the first dedicated Indian astronomy mission aimed at studying celestial sources in X-ray, optical 

and UV spectral bands simultaneously. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-3 

Remove Colas from Sin Tax: IBA Writes to FM, GST Council 

IN NEWS 

• The Indian Beverage Association (IBA), which represents the country's biggest soft drinks makers 

including Coca-Cola, PepsiCo, Parle Agro and Red Bull, has written to the GST Council and Finance 

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, asking to be removed from the 'sin tax 'category, ahead of the GST 

Council Meet. 

ABOUT 

• A sin tax is an excise tax specifically levied on certain goods perceived harmful to society and 

individuals, for example alcohol and tobacco, candies, drugs, soft drinks, fast foods, coffee, sugar, 

gambling, and pornography. 

• However, these taxes have often been criticized for burdening the poor, taxing the physically and 

mentally dependent, and being part of a nanny state. 

• Aerated drinks are placed in the GST slab of 28% and levied a compensation cess of 12%.  

OPPOSITION 

• Sin taxes have been linked to smuggling and black markets of the taxed products. 

• It is a regressive tax in nature and discriminates against the lower classes, since taxation of a 

product such as alcohol or cigarettes does not account for ability to pay; Therefore poor people 

pay a greater share of their income as tax. 

• Sin taxes fail to affect consumers' behaviors in the way that tax proponents suggest, 

• The government may become reliant on the revenue from the tax and have to encourage "sinful" 

behavior in order to maintain the revenue stream. 

• Taxes collected this way often don't go to the promised programs or often to self-defeating 

programs. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 

• A sin tax is an excise tax placed on certain goods at time of purchase. 

• The items subject to this tax are perceived to be either morally suspicious, harmful, or costly to 

society. 

• Examples of sin taxes include those on cigarettes, alcohol, gambling, and even sugary drinks. 

 

TOPIC-4 

Reversing health sector neglect with a reform agenda 

Context 

• Both India and the U.S. leads the Covid cases in the world and also lack effective universal health 

coverage (UHC). 

What explains the lack of UHC in both the countries 

• The lack of UHC is due to multiple long-standing factors and historical reasons that have put a 

damper on the UHC agenda. 

• This long legacy has two important and inter-related implications when it comes to health-care 

reform. 

1) Certain foundational aspects of these health systems that have been adopted over decades tend 

to dictate the terms of further development and lead to a number of compromises. 

2) The long legacy itself comprises a path-dependent trajectory that precludes far-reaching health-

care reform. 

• This applies both to AB-PM-JAY and NDHM. 

India’s attempt at UHC: Ayushman Bharat – Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 



 
 
 
 

 

• The government has looked poised to employ Ayushman Bharat – Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojana (AB-PM-JAY) health insurance as the tool for achieving UHC. 

• Taking the health insurance route to UHC driven by private players, rather than strengthening the 

public provisioning of health care, is reflective of the non-negotiability of private health care in 

India. 

• Covering the remaining population under the AB-PM-JAY presents massive fiscal and design 

challenges. 

• Turning it into a contributory scheme based on premium collections would be a costly and 

daunting undertaking, given the huge informal sector and possible adverse selection problems. 

• Distributing benefits among various beneficiary groups, and a formalization and consolidation of 

practices in a likely situation of covering outpatient care, are formidable additional challenges. 

• One possible advantage for India over the U.S. could be a relative ease of integrating fragmented 

schemes into a unified system. The AB-PM-JAY has this ability. 

Issues with AB-PM-JAY 

1) Universal insurance will not be universal access 

• In India, almost two-third corporate hospital are located in cities. 

• So, such maldistribution of health-care facilities and low budgetary appropriations for insurance 

could mean that universal insurance does not translate to universal access to services. 

• So far, insurance-based incentives to drive private players into the rural countryside have been 

largely unsuccessful. 

2) Lack of regulatory robustness 

 AB-PM-JAY is without enough regulatory robustness to handle everything from malpractices to 

monopolistic tendencies. 

 This could have major cost, equity, and quality implications. 

National Digital Health Mission (NDHM) 

 Integration and improved management of patient and health facility information are sought 

through NDHM. 



 
 
 
 

 

 But in the absence of robust ground-level documentation practices and its prerequisites, it would 

do little more than helping some private players and adding to administrative complexity and 

costs. 

Conclusion 

Upheavals offer a window for reforms. We cannot afford to be complacent and think that the 

pandemic will automatically change the Indian health-care landscape. It will require mobilising 

concerted action from all quarters. 

 

 

 

TOPIC-5 

Seeking equilibrium with China 

Strategic equilibrium 

  External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar articulated that India is seeking strategic equilibrium with 

an increasingly aggressive China. 

 It is hoped that with China’s growing differences with the U.S. China would pay attention to 

India’s sensitivities. 

 In achieving equilibrium with China, India has bravely been confronting a face-off in the 

Himalayas for the past several months. 

 India has been building issue-based alliances with the US and Asian majors like Japan, Korea, 

Vietnam and Indonesia, and Australia. 

 It has taken initiatives in the direction of economic de-coupling with China in the name of 

“atmanirbharata”. 

Hierarchical Asian order with China at top 

 China is not interested in equilibrium with any of its Asian neighbours, least of all with India. 

 China’s efforts are clearly to build a hierarchical Asian order, with itself at the top. 

 It is acutely conscious of India’s economic strength, military modernisation and overall 

capabilities. 

 It knows that India is also far behind on these counts. 

 China is ruthlessly resisting India’s access to global governance bodies, such as the UNSC and 

NSG. 

 To keep India tied at that level, China is objecting to India’s growing strategic proximity to the 

US. I 



 
 
 
 

 

 It is encircling India strategically and economically through its strategic and economic corridors 

— BCIM (Bangladesh, China, India and Myanmar), CPEC and the Trans-Himalayan 

Connectivity Network. 

 It is raising issues like Kashmir at the UN and establishing footprints in the Indian Ocean. 

What should India do 

 One step could be to adjust with China, at least tactically. 

 Such an adjustment could be based on mutual give and take. 

 For India, our first priority could be the resolution of the border dispute. 

 Secondly, since China has offered to mediate between India and Pakistan, it should be asked to 

prevail over Pakistan to resolve the Kashmir issue. 

 In return for these “takes” India could offer access to Chinese commercial cargos to sea, through 

the Nathula pass. 

 India could also join China’s BRI on mutually acceptable terms. 

 India may also show its willingness, at least tactically, to join CPEC as both Pakistan and China 

have asked for, provided, India is allowed to undertake projects in PoK and Balochistan. 

 Secondly, India should revisit its Tibet policy, which is a core irritant for China. 

Conclusion 

It is possible that this “give” and “take” may not be acceptable to China. Even if it does not work 

out as planned, India would have made a bold diplomatic initiative and a huge tactical move 

towards thinking through out-of-the-box solutions and displaying that it can undertake risks to 

pursue its long-term national interests. 
 

 


