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TOPIC-1 

National Digital Health Mission 

Context: During the Independence Day Speech, PM Modi launched the National Digital Health Mission and said 

that the initiative which is completely technology based will revolutionize the health sector in India 

What is the basic idea of NDHM? 

• By Digital Health Infrastructure created by NDHM, instead of ferrying medical records in polythene bags from 

doctor to doctor, Indians will be able to access their lab reports, x-rays and prescriptions irrespective of where they 

were generated, and share them with doctors or family members - with consent. 

What are the key features of NDHM? 

• Six key building blocks or digital systems namely, HealthID, DigiDoctor, Health Facility Registry, Personal Health 

Records, e-Pharmacy & Telemedicine 

• Unique Health ID: Every Indian under the mission would get an ID card containing all relevant information about 

his / her medical conditions and treatments, tests etc. 

• Comprehensive Health Profile: Ranging from doctor appointment to the medication prescribed, medical tests, 

every bit of detail will be available in the health profile of an individual across public and private healthcare. 

• National Health Authority (NHA), the attached office of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has been given 

the mandate to design, build, roll-out and implement the NDHM in the country. 

• Encouraging Private Players for promotion of Health Data Analytics & Medical Research 

• Private stakeholders will have an equal opportunity to integrate with these building blocks and create their own 

products for the market. 

• However, core activities and verifications, for example, generation of health ID or approval of a doctor / facility 

shall remain with the government. 

• Additional components, like Personal Health Record (PHR) and Electronic Medical Record (EMR) solutions can be 

developed by private players in line with the guidelines that will be issued. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Merits of NDHM 

• Creates Digital Health Ecosystem: It will reduce the existing gap between various stakeholders such as doctors, 

hospitals and other healthcare providers by bringing them together and connecting them in an integrated digital 

health infrastructure. 

• Voluntary Scheme: The NDHM is a holistic, voluntary healthcare program. While option of digital health ID will be 

there, in case a person does not want health ID, then also treatment needs to be provided. 

• Data Safeguards: All products by private participants shall be as per official guidelines taking care of security, 

privacy and standards of the NDHM ecosystem 

• Improves Healthcare Service Efficiency: The created digital health infrastructure enables users to obtain a 

longitudinal view of their healthcare records. Electric Medical Records will increase accountability, improves patient 

outcomes, and advances evidence-based policymaking. 

• Addresses Healthcare Challenges: The Digital Healthinfrastructuregreatly reduces the risk of preventable medical 

errors and significantly increase quality of care. 

• Reduces Information Asymmetry: The Digital datawill empower all Indians with the correct information and 

sources enabling them to take an informed decision to avail the best possible healthcare. 

• Aligned with International Goals: NDHM will be a major stride towards achievement of the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goal 3.8 of Universal Health Coverage, including financial risk protection 

• Last Mile Connectivity Issue: The provision of promoting e-pharmacy & Telemedicine will enable people in rural 

areas access quality healthcare providers. 

• Data Ownership issues addressed: 

 The health data will reside at individual hospital servers in a federated architecture. 

 Citizen will own his / her health data and would require consent to share data. 

 All the basic registries of patients / hospital / medical professionals that enable data sharing will be owned 

by a government entity. 

Challenges Ahead 

• Cannot be a Substitution: Digitalisation is welcome but is no substitute for inadequate human resources and 

infrastructure in the health sector. 

• Does concern address core concern of health care sector: the real issue in India’s health sector is the abject lack 

of primary health facilities in much of India. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Digital awareness about the utility of the scheme is needed for its successful adoption by beneficiaries so that it 

eases the process and not 

• To enable seamless data exchange, all users (pharmacists, laboratories, radiology clinics, insurers and hospitals) 

must be encouraged to adopt a standard language of communication 

Did you know about similar project by UK? 

• In 2005, the UK's National Health Service (NHS) started deployment of an electronic health record systems with a 

goal to have all patients with a centralized electronic health record by 2010. 

• While several hospitals acquired electronic patient records systems as part of this process, there was no national 

healthcare information exchange. 

• The project had been beset by changing specifications, technical challenges and clashes with suppliers, which left 

it years behind schedule and way over cost. 

• The program was ultimately dismantled after a cost to the UK taxpayer was more than £ 12 billion, and is 

considered one of the most expensive healthcare IT failures. 

TOPIC-2 
Jurisdictional conflict in the running of Delhi Government 

What the 2018 SC judgement was about 

 The Supreme Court in Government of NCT of Delhi vs. Union of India (2018) decided on the 

conflicts between the government of NCT and the Union Government and its representative, the 

Lieutenant Governor. 

 It reminds the Lt. Governor what his real functions are. 

  It tells the State government that it should remember that Delhi is a special category Union Territory. 

 It lays down the parameters to enabling the harmonious functioning of the government and the Lt. 

Governor. 
 It did not very clearly delineate the issues in respect of which the Lt. Governor can refer a decision 

taken by the Council of Ministers to the President in the event of a difference of opinion between the 

Lt. Governor and the State government. 

Settled issues and clarifications 

 The Supreme Court affirming that the Lt. Governor is bound to act on the aid and advice of council 

of ministers except in respect of ‘Land’, ‘Public Order’ and the ‘Police’. 

 The Court has also made it clear that there is no requirement of the concurrence of the Lt. Governor 

and that he has no power to overrule the decisions of the State government. 



 
 
 
 

 

 However, Article 239AA (4) (proviso) which says that in the case of a difference of opinion between 

the Lt. Governor and his Ministers on any matter, the Lt. Governor shall refer it to the 

President for decision and act according to that decision. 

 If the Lt. Governor thinks that the matter is urgent he can take immediate action on his own. 

How Article 239 AA(4) matters 

  Lt. Governor can frustrate the efforts of the government, by declaring that there is a difference of 

opinion on any issue and refer it to the President. 

 Refering matter to the President in reality means the Union Home Ministry. 

 The Lt. Governor being its representative, it is easier for him to secure a decision in his favour. 

 The State government will be totally helpless in such a situation. 

 The recent appointment of prosecutors for conducting the Delhi riot cases in the High Court is a case 

in point. 

  When the government decided to appoint them, the Lt. Governor referred it under proviso to Article 

239AA (4) to the President stating that there is a difference of opinion. 

 This episode clearly points to the fault lines which still exist in the power equations in the capital‘s 

administrative structure. 

But, can Lt. Governor refer routine administrative matter to the President? 

 A close reading of the Supreme Court judgment in the NCT Delhi case (supra) would reveal that he 

cannot. 

 The Supreme Court says ―The words ‘any matter’ employed in the proviso to Article 239AA 

(4) cannot be inferred to mean ‘every matter’. 

 Court also says that ―The power of the Lieutenant Governor under the said proviso represents the 

exception and not the general rule‖. 

 The President is the highest Constitutional authority and his decision should be sought only on 

constitutionally important issues. 

Executive powers and legislative powers 

 Parliament can legislate for Delhi on any matter in the State List and the Concurrent List. 

 But the executive power in relation to Delhi except the ‘Police’, ‘Land’ and ‘Public Orders’ vests 

only in the State government headed by the Chief Minister. 

 The executive power of the Union does not extend to any of the matters which come within the 

jurisdiction of the Delhi Assembly. 
 The only occasion when the Union Government can overrule the decision of the State government is 

when the Lt. Governor refers a matter to the President under the proviso to clause (4). 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Conclusion 

In the Constitutional scheme adopted for the NCT of Delhi Lt. Governor should not emerge as an 

adversary having a hostile attitude towards the Council of Ministers of Delhi; rather, he should act as 

a facilitator. 

 

TOPIC-3 

Dwarf Planet Ceres 

 

The dwarf planet Ceres, which lies in the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter now, has the status 

of an ―ocean world‖. 

Ceres exploration 

 The dwarf planet was first spotted by Giuseppe Piazzi in 1801, who assumed that Ceres was the 

missing planet between Mars and Jupiter. 

 It was classified as a dwarf planet in 2006 and is the first dwarf planet to be orbited by a spacecraft. 

 In 2015, NASA‘s Dawn reached it to study its surface, composition and history. 

What does it mean to be an “ocean world”? 

 With a crust that mixes ice, salts, rock-forming minerals and other materials, Ceres looks to be a 

remnant ―ocean world,‖ wearing the chemistry of its Old Ocean and records of the interaction on its 

surface. 

 The observations from Dawn suggest the presence of briny liquid (saltwater) water under Ceres‘s 

surface. 

 Scientists have determined that Ceres has a brine reservoir located about 40 km deep and which is 

hundreds of miles wide, making the dwarf planet, ―water-rich‖. 



 
 
 
 

 

Why do researchers study Ceres? 

 Scientists are interested in this dwarf planet because it hosts the possibility of having water, 

something that many other planets do not have. 

 Therefore, scientists look for signs of life on Ceres, a possibility that has also maintained scientists‘ 

interest in the planet Mars, whose atmosphere was once warm enough to allow water to flow through 

it. 

 Another reason why scientists are interested in that studying it can give insights about the formation 

of the Solar System since it is considered to be a fossil from that time. 

Back2Basics: Dwarf Planets 

 As of today, there are officially five dwarf planets in our Solar System. 

 The most famous is Pluto, downgraded from the status of a planet in 2006. 

 The other four, in order of size, are Eris, Makemake, Haumea and Ceres. The sixth claimant for a 

dwarf planet is Hygiea, which so far has been taken to be an asteroid. 

 These four criteria are – that the body orbits around the Sun, it is not a moon, has not cleared the 

neighbourhood around its orbit and has enough mass for its gravity to pull it into a roughly spherical 

shape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 

Bhadbhut Project 

 

The Gujarat government recently awarded the contract for a the Bhadbhut project in Bharuch, 

Gujarat. It has faced protests from local fishermen for its likely impact on fishing patterns, notably 

those of hilsa. 

What is the Bhadbhut Project? 

 It is planned to be a 1.7-km causeway-cum-weir barrage with 90 gates, across the river Narmada, 5 

km from Bhadbhut village, and 25 km from the mouth of the river, where it flows into the Gulf of 

Khambhat. 

 The barrage will stop most of the excess water flowing out of the Sardar Sarovar Dam from reaching 

the sea and thus create a ―sweet water lake‖ of 600 mcm (million cubic metres) on the river. 

 The barrage will also have a six-lane road that will connect the left and right banks of the river and 

provide shorten the land distance between two large industrial estates in Surat and Bharuch. 

 The project also aims to prevent flooding in years when rainfall is higher than normal. 

 Embankments 22 km long will be made and will extend upstream towards Bharuch, from either side 

of the river. 

 The project is part of the larger Kalpasar Project, which entails the construction of a 30-km dam 

across the Gulf of Khambhat between Bharuch and Bhavnagar districts. 

 The reservoir is meant to tap the waters of the Narmada, Mahisagar and Sabarmati. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Why are fishermen upset? 

 The barrage is expected to interfere with the migration and breeding cycle of hilsa. 

 A marine fish, hilsa migrate upstream and arrives in the brackish water of the Narmada estuary near 

Bharuch for spawning usually during the monsoon months of July and August, and continue doing so 

till November. 

 Once the barrage is built, it is expected to block its natural entry. 

About Hilsa Fish 

IUCN status: Least Concerned 

 The Hilsa is a species of fish related to the herring, in the family Clupeidae. 

 It is a very popular and sought-after food fish in the Indian Subcontinent. 

 Though it‘s a saltwater fish, it migrates to sweet waters. 

 It is the national fish of Bangladesh and state symbol in the Indian states of West Bengal and Tripura. 

 The fish contributes about 12% of the total fish production and about 1.15% of GDP in Bangladesh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-5 
Death Valley records the highest temperature on Earth 

 

California‘s Death Valley registered a temperature of 54.4 degrees Celsius or 129.9 degrees 

Fahrenheit on August 16, 2020, which, once verified, could be the hottest temperature ever recorded 

on Earth. 

Death Valley and its location 

 Death Valley is a desert valley in Eastern California, in the northern Mojave Desert, bordering the 

Great Basin Desert. 

 It is one of the hottest places on Earth, along with deserts in the Middle East and the Sahara. 

 The valley is extremely dry because it lies in the rain shadow of four major mountain ranges 

(including the Sierra Nevada and the Panamint Range). 

 Moisture moving inland from the Pacific Ocean must pass eastward over the mountains to reach 

Death Valley; as air masses are forced upward by each range, they cool and moisture condenses, to 

fall as rain or snow on the western slopes. 

 When the air masses reach Death Valley, most of the moisture has already been lost and there is little 

left to fall as precipitation. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Key factors leading to its high temperature 

 Solar heating: The valley‘s surface (consisting of soil, rocks, sand, etc.) undergoes intense solar 

heating because the air is clear and dry, and the land is dark and sparsely vegetated. This is especially 

noticeable in summer when the sun is nearly directly overhead. 

 Trapping of warm air: Warm air naturally rises and cools; in Death Valley, this air is subject to 

continual reheating as it is trapped by high, steep valley walls and recycled back to the valley floor. 

 Migration of warm air from other areas (advection): Warm desert regions adjacent to Death 

Valley, especially to the south and east, often heat air before it arrives in Death Valley. 

 Warm mountain winds: As winds are forced up and over mountains (e.g., the numerous ranges 

west of Death Valley), the winds can be warmed in several ways. The resulting dry, warm winds are 

known as foehn winds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-6 

Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme (PCGS) 2.0 

As part of Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, announced by the Government, the Partial Credit 

Guarantee Scheme (PCGS) 2.0   was launched to provide Portfolio Guarantee for purchase of Bonds 

or Commercial Papers (CPs) with a rating of AA and below issued by NBFCs/HFCs/ MFIs by Public 

Sector Banks (PSBs). 

About Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme (PCGS) 

 Under the scheme, any PSB can purchase securities (minimum rating of ‗AA‘) of financially-sound 

non-banking finance companies. 

 The objective is to address temporary asset-liability mismatches of otherwise solvent 

NBFCs/Housing finance companies (HFCs) without having to resort to distress sale of their assets to 

meet their commitments. 

 The government will provide a one-time, six months‘ partial credit guarantee to public sector banks 

for first loss of up to 10%. 

 Also, these NBFCs/HFCs are mandated that the CRAR (capital to risk-weighted assets ratio) shall 

not go below the regulatory minimum while exercising of the option to buy back the assets. 

What is CRAR? 

 CRAR also known as Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) is the ratio of a bank‘s capital to its risk. 

 CRAR is decided by central banks and bank regulators to prevent commercial banks from taking 

excess leverage and becoming insolvent in the process. 

 The Basel III norms stipulated a capital to risk-weighted assets of 8%. 

 In India, scheduled commercial banks are required to maintain a CAR of 9% while Indian public 

sector banks are emphasized to maintain a CAR of 12% as per RBI norms. 

 It is arrived at by dividing the capital of the bank with aggregated risk-weighted assets for credit risk, 

market risk, and operational risk. 

 RBI tracks CRAR of a bank to ensure that the bank can absorb a reasonable amount of loss and 

complies with statutory Capital requirements. 

 The higher the CRAR of a bank the better capitalized it is. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-7 

Economic crisis without culprit 

Contradictions in the present crisis 

 India registered negative economic growth in 1972-73, 1965-66 and 1957-58. 

 All these were drought years. 

 1957-58 also registered a significant balance of payments (BOP) deterioration and 1979-80 

witnessing the second global oil shock following the Iranian Revolution. 

 Farmers harvested a bumper rabi crop last year and public cereal stocks at 94.42 million tonnes as on 

July 1 were also 2.3 times the required level. 

 There‘s no shortage today of food, forex or even savings. 

 Foreign exchange reserves were at an all-time high of $538.19 billion. 

 So, the real GDP decline of 5-10 per cent for 2020-21 would be the country‘s first-ever not 

triggered by an agricultural or a BOP crisis. 

“Western style” demand slowdown in India 

 What India has been going through is a full-fledged recession bereft of consumption and investment 

demand. 

 Households have cut spending. 

 The same goes with businesses. Many have shut or are operating at a fraction of their capacity and 

pre-lockdown staff strength. 

 This demand-side uncertainty and the resulting economic contraction is something new to India. 

 Banks are also facing a problem of plenty. 

 While their deposits are up 11.1 per cent, the corresponding credit growth has been just 5.5 per cent. 

 At some point when all this reduced spending and investments leads to a further contraction of 

incomes, it is bound to reduce savings as well. 

Why the government is not spending 

 Solution in such a situation is the spending by the government. 

 There are two reasons two probable reasons, though, why government isn‘t doing that. 

 1) Hope that once the worst of the pandemic is behind us, people will start spending and businesses, 

too, will spring back to life. 

 However, this assumes the economy wasn‘t doing all that badly previously and that the lockdown 

hasn’t caused too much of permanent damage. 
 The truth is that growth had already slid to 3.9 per cent in 2019-20. 

 2) The second reason is the state of government finances. 

 In 2007-08 global financial crisis, the Centre‘s fiscal deficit was only 2.5 per cent of GDP, whereas it 

stood at 4.6 per cent in 2019-20. 

  The space for a fiscal stimulus, in other words, is very limited compared to that time. 



 
 
 
 

 

Sustainability of debt 

  Between 2007-08 and 2019-20, the Centre‘s outstanding debt-GDP ratio has come down from 56.9 

to 49.25 per cent. 
 So has general government debt, which includes the liabilities of states, from 74.6 to 69.8 per cent. 

 Economists such as Olivier Blanchard have shown that public debts are sustainable provided 

governments can borrow at rates below nominal GDP growth (i.e. GDP unadjusted for inflation). 

 The nominal GDP averaged 11.1 per cent during  2014-15 to 2018-19. 

 As against this, the weighted average interest rate on Central government securities ruled between 

6.97 per cent in 2016-17 and 8.51 per cent in 2014-15. 

 Only with nominal GDP growth falling to 7.2 per cent in 2019-20, and most likely zero this fiscal, 

has the Blanchard debt sustainability formula come under threat. 

Way forward 

 Government can take lessons from the Vajpayee period when the weighted average cost of Central 

borrowings more than halved from 12.01 per cent in 1997-98 to 5.71 per cent in 2003-04. 

 In the last four months, yields on 10-year Indian government bonds have softened from 6.5 to 5.9 per 

cent and even more for states — from 7.9 to 6.4 per cent. 

  Interest rates will fall further as banks have nobody to lend to. 

Conclusion 

Governments should borrow and spend. They need worry only about GDP growth, real and nominal. 
 

 


