
 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

India’s strategic autonomy and its evolution 
The article analyses the evolution of India’s approach to strategic autonomy from the 

unipolar world dominated by the U.S. to now when the Chinese threat has been looming 

large. 

Context 

 Addressing a Southeast Asian forum last week, external affairs minister outlined India‟s new quest 

for “strategic autonomy” in its global economic engagement. 

Connection with Atmanirbhar Bharat 

 This new quest for “strategic autonomy” is the natural external complement to new economic 

strategy, described as “Atmanirbharata” or “self-reliance”. 

 The concept carries so much ideological baggage, its revival by Government inevitably raised many 

questions 

 Senior ministers and officials of the NDA government sought to reassure India‟s partners that Delhi 

was not marching backwards. 

 When applied to the foreign policy framework, “self-reliance” becomes “strategic autonomy”. 

Evolution of the idea of strategic autonomy 

 America towered over the world after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. 

 India‟s past emphasis on strategic autonomy was in the context of the “unipolar moment” [dominated 

by the U.S.] that emerged after the Cold War. 

 On the one hand, India needed Western capital as well as technology and better access to its markets. 

 On the other hand, Delhi had to protect some of its core national interests from the threats of US 

intervention. 

India-U.S. Relations: Evolution after the Cold war 

 In the early 1990s, the Clinton Administration strong desire to resolve the Kashmir dispute between 

India and Pakistan. 

 The Clinton Administration saw the nuclear and Kashmir disputes as one and the same thing. 

 Indian diplomacy for the next two decades tried to change the US policy on both Kashmir and 

nuclear issues. 

 Under President George W Bush, the US discarded the long-standing temptation to insert itself in the 

Kashmir dispute. 

 The US also went out of the way to resolve the nuclear dispute with India by changing its domestic 

laws and international norms on nuclear proliferation. 

 The Obama and Trump Administrations have stayed the course since then. 



 
 
 
 

 

China challenge for India 

 On the atomic front, as the US sought to lift the prolonged atomic blockade against India, China 

sought to block the process. 

 China turned an obstacle to India‟s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group. 

 China takes up the Kashmir issue regularly in the United Nations Security Council. 

 Today, India‟s strategic autonomy is about coping with China‟s challenge to India‟s territorial 

integrity and sovereignty. 

  China today is viewed in Delhi as a major threat to India‟s economic development. 

 The bilateral trade deficit reached nearly $55billion in 2019. 

 India pulled out of an Asia-wide free-trade arrangement called the Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership late last year, sensing the threat posed by China-led economic order. 

 Ladakh aggression forced India to go from a passive commercial withdrawal to an active economic 

decoupling from China. 

Way forward 

 The logic of strategic autonomy from China nudges India to look for strong security partnerships 

with the US, Europe, Japan and Australia. 

 On the economic front, India is exploring various forms of collaboration with a broad group of 

nations that have a shared interest in developing trustworthy global supply chains. 

Conclusion 

Threats to either territorial integrity or economic prosperity are powerful enough on their own to 

compel drastic changes in any nation‟s policies. Coming together, they promise to make strategic 

autonomy from an assertive China an enduring theme of India‟s economic and foreign policies in the 

years ahead. 

 

TOPIC-2 

Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported 

Products (RoDTEP) Scheme 
The outlay for the RoDTEP scheme is expected to be “much higher” than the NITI Aayog‟s much-

curtailed estimate of Rs 10,000 crore a year. 

Overt allocation 

 The central government had envisaged an annual allocation of about Rs 50,000 crore under the 

RoDTEP scheme to make exports zero-rated. 

RoDTEP Scheme 



 
 
 
 

 

 RoDTEP is a scheme for the Exporters to make Indian products cost-competitive and create a level 

playing field for them in the Global Market. 

 It has replaced the current Merchandise Exports from India Scheme, which is not in compliance with 

WTO norms and rules. 

 The new RoDTEP Scheme is fully WTO compliant scheme. 

 It will reimburse all the taxes/duties/levies being charged at the Central/State/Local level which are 

not currently refunded under any of the existing schemes but are incurred at the manufacturing and 

distribution process. 

Back2Basics: Merchandise Exports from India Scheme (MEIS) 

 MEIS was launched with an objective to enhance the export of notified goods manufactured in a 

country. 

 This scheme came into effect on 1 April 2015 through the Foreign Trade Policy and will be in 

existence till 2020. 

 MEIS intends to incentivise exports of goods manufactured in India or produced in India. 

 The incentives are for goods widely exported from India, industries producing or manufacturing such 

goods with a view to making Indian exports competitive. 

 The MEIS covers almost 5000 goods notified for the purpose of the scheme. 

 

TOPIC-3 

Tribes in news: Bondas 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has reached the Bondas, a PVTGs community residing in the hill ranges of 

Malkangiri district in Odisha. 



 
 
 
 

 

Who are the Bondas? 

 The Bondas are Munda ethnic group who live in the isolated hill regions of the Malkangiri district of 

southwestern Odisha near the junction of the three states of Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and Andhra 

Pradesh. 

 They are a scheduled tribe of India and are also known as the Remo (meaning “people” in the Bonda 

language). 

 The tribe is one of the oldest and most primitive in mainland India; their culture has changed little for 

more than a thousand years. 

 Their isolation and known aggressiveness continue to preserve their culture despite the pressures of 

an expanding Indian population. 

Back2Basics: Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) 

 There are certain tribal communities who have declining or stagnant population, low level of literacy, 

pre-agricultural level of technology and are economically backward. 

 They generally inhabit remote localities having poor infrastructure and administrative support. 

 These groups are among the most vulnerable section of our society as they are few in numbers, have 

not attained any significant level of social and economic development. 

 75 such groups have been identified and categorized as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 

(PVTGs). 

 

TOPIC-4 

National Food Security Act, 2013 
The Department of Food &Public Distribution has issued directions to States/UTs to include all 

eligible disabled persons under the National Food Security (NFS) Act 2013. 

National Food Security (NFS) Act 

 The NFS Act, 2013 aims to provide subsidized food grains to approximately two-thirds of India‟s 1.2 

billion people. 

 It was signed into law on 12 September 2013, retroactive to 5 July 2013. 

 It converts into legal entitlements for existing food security programmes of the GoI. 

 It includes the Midday Meal Scheme, Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) scheme and the 

Public Distribution System (PDS). 

 Further, the NFSA 2013 recognizes maternity entitlements. 

 The Midday Meal Scheme and the ICDS are universal in nature whereas the PDS will reach about 

two-thirds of the population (75% in rural areas and 50% in urban areas). 

 Under the provisions of the bill, beneficiaries of the PDS are entitled to 5 kilograms per person per 

month of cereals at the following prices: 



 
 
 
 

 

1. Rice at ₹3 per kg 

2. Wheat at ₹2 per kg 

3. Coarse grains (millet) at ₹1 per kg. 

 Pregnant women, lactating mothers, and certain categories of children are eligible for daily free 

cereals. 

Implementation 

 Section 38 of the Act mandates that the Central Government may from time to time give directions to 

the State Governments for effective implementation of the provisions of the Act. 

 

TOPIC-5 

River Ropeway over Brahmaputra 

  

India‟s „longest‟ river ropeway across the Brahmaputra River was unveiled in Guwahati. 

Brahmaputra Ropeway 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 The 1.82 km bi-cable jig-back ropeway connects the southern bank of the Brahmaputra and a hillock 

behind the Doul Govinda temple in North Guwahati on the other. 

 It passes over the mid-river Peacock Island that houses Umananda, a medieval Shiva temple. 

 It thus cuts travel time between the two banks to 8 minutes. 

 The current travel options between the two banks are by ferry (30 minutes or more, depending on 

current and season) or by road through a bridge that usually takes over an hour in the traffic. 

 

TOPIC-6 

Thinking through the Nepal policy 

Unilateral actions by Nepal 

 Minor dispute involving territory around the Kalapani springs, was expanded to claim a large wedge 

of Indian territory towards the east, measuring nearly 400 square kilometres. 

 The expanded claim was incorporated into Nepal through a constitutional amendment and a revised 

official map. 

Future course of action 

 India should be willing to engage in talks with Nepal on all aspects of India-Nepal relations. 

 But any talks on the Kalapani issue should be limited to the area which was the original subject for 

negotiations and Susta. 

 Borders which have been accepted by both sides for more than 100 years and which have also been 

reflected on their official maps cannot be unilaterally altered by one side coming up with archival 

material which has surfaced in the meantime. 



 
 
 
 

 

 This would make national boundaries unstable and shifting, and create avoidable controversies 

between countries as is the case now between India and Nepal. 

Some historical background 

 The Treaty of Sugauli of 1816 sets the Kali river as the boundary between the two countries. 

 There was no map attached to the treaty. 

 Nepal is now claiming that the main tributary of the Kalapani river rises east of the Lipu Lekh pass 

from the Limpiyadhura ridgeline and hence should serve as the border. 

 Even if the lengthiest tributary may be one principle for a riverine boundary, it is not the only one. 

 There are many boundaries which do not follow any geographical principle at all but are the result of 

historical circumstances, mutual agreement and legal recognition. 

 British surveys of the region consistently showed the India-Nepal border heading due north of 

Kalapani springs. 
 This alignment never changed in subsequent years and was also reflected in Nepali official maps. 

 It has been argued by Nepal that it was the East India Company and successor governments 

“cartographic chicanery” to shift the source of the Kali river towards the east. 

 But Nepali government never contested such actions. 

 In 1969, the then Prime Minister of Nepal demanded that India military personnel manning 17 

villages along the Nepal-Tibet border since the early 1950s be withdrawn. 

 If Lipu Lekh and Kalapani were on Nepali territory then why were they omitted from the list? 

 The Chinese, at least since 1954, have accepted Lipu Lekh Pass as being in Indian territory. 

 In the Nepal-China boundary agreement of 1960, the starting point of the boundary is clearly 

designated at a point just west of the Tinker Pass. 

Conclusion 

For India, more than the exemplary inter-state relationship, it is the unique people-to-people relations 

between India and Nepal; and, fortunately, inter-state relations have been unable to undermine the 

dense affinities that bind our peoples together. While India should reject the Nepali state‟s ill-

conceived territorial claims, it should do everything to nurture the invaluable asset it has in the 

goodwill of the people of Nepal. 

 

TOPIC-7 

The missing large in MSMEs 
MSMEs in India has huge untapped potential. This article suggest the ways to tap it and make 

the MSMEs major contributor to India’s growth. 

What is an issue with MSMEs 

 Despite MSME contributing 20% of the GDP and employing about 110 million workers,  we have 

failed to make bold policy-moves to make it more productive and competitive. 



 
 
 
 

 

  MSMEs are not becoming „larger‟ and more dynamic, with 99% of the estimated 60 million being 

micro-enterprises with limited aspirations. 

 At the core of this lack of competitiveness is a structural issue. 

Addressing the structural challenges 

Size 

 Consider  India‟s largest textile cluster vs Bangladesh‟s largest. 

 More than 70% of the units in Tirupur are micro-enterprises with less than 10 employees while only 

20% of the units in Narayanganj in Bangladesh have less than 10 employees. 

 This factor makes the cluster in Bangladesh more competitive and helping Bangladesh‟s exports 

grow faster than India‟s. 

 Though  Bangladesh has other advantages also, but this structural difference is critical. 

Relation between size and productivity 

 Productivity data from manufacturing MSMEs in OECD show that the productivity of medium firms 

(50-250 people) could be as much as 80-100% higher than that of micro firms (<9 employees). 

 Growth in scale allows them to invest in people to improve skills, in better technology & processes, 

and in innovation. 

 The most-competitive of them grow from their small beginnings to become world-beaters. 

 This push to grow and improve capabilities and productivity is central to dynamism of any country‟s 

industrial structure. 

 This dynamism of micro-enterprises has been one of the less-reported policy levers behind China‟s 

rise as an industrial powerhouse. 

What stops MSMEs in India from growing? 

 Our policy-legacy of highly restrictive asset-based definition which has only recently been relaxed, 

coupled with a mindset, and, policies, to support the „small is beautiful‟ narrative. 

 Overly complex regulatory regime doesn‟t differentiate enterprises on their scale, other than the 

really tiny ones, in terms of compliance needs. 

 For example, if a unit has more than six employees, the trade union law becomes applicable, If a 

unit has more than 10 employees, the Factories Act is applicable. 
 Small enterprises thus face the same multitude of regulatory requirements as larger ones, and end up 

having compliance costs account for a higher percentage of revenue. 

 For the tiny/micro units, there is simply no incentive to grow and enter the formal economy. 

Policy intervention needed 

1) Getting MSMEs into formal credit system 



 
 
 
 

 

 To do this, we need to adopt an approaches that can help banks and NBFCs move away from asset-

backed lending, towards some form of cash-flow-based lending. 

 Small retailers are outside the formal credit system, unable to invest, modernise and grow, given they 

lack fixed „assets‟. 

 But, all of them are linked to, and sell, brands of well-known, large companies. 

 If banks and NBFCs work with these companies and use anonymised data on sales and credit-

performance to develop credit-scores for lending to them? 

 Similar innovative ways could help cover other micro-unit segments. 

2) Simplified tax and regulatory regime 

 The second policy intervention needed is to de-average and implement a simplified tax and 

regulatory regime for MSMEs. 

 This would also reduce the cost of compliance. 

3) Development of digital platform 

 The third intervention, appropriate for digital era, is to develop a comprehensive „digital platform‟ for 

the sector. 

 This will call for a mandatory, unique identifier for all. 

 The platform will have to be linked to different relevant databases. 

Conclusion 

As India launches the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan to reignite growth of the economy for a post-

COVID world, building such a globally-competitive MSME has to become one of the initiative‟s 

core pillars. Only then can our industry improve and sustain its global competitiveness. 

TOPIC-8 

Helium-enhanced cool bright stars among Omega Centauri discovered 

In News: 

• Helium-enhanced cool bright stars among the metal-rich parts of Omega Centauri globular cluster 

have been recently discovered. 

• This is the first-ever spectroscopic determination of Helium-abundance in Omega Centauri. 

• Omega Centauri: The brightest and the largest globular cluster in the Milky Way Galaxy. 

Important value additions 



 
 
 
 

 

Global clusters 

• These are the stellar systems with millions of stars formed from the same gaseous cloud. 

• The stars formed will be homogeneous in their chemical composition. 

• However, the different stars of Omega Centauri do not show the same metal content 

TOPIC-9 

Magnetic Hyperthermia-Mediated Cancer Therapy (MHCT) 

In News: 

• Efforts are being made to make magnetic hyperthermia-mediated cancer therapy as desired therapy 

for inoperable tumors. 

Important value additions 

Magnetic hyperthermia-mediated cancer therapy (MHCT) 

• It is a non-invasive cancer treatment. 

• The technique: delivery and localization of magnetic materials within the targeted tumor site 

followed by subsequent application of an alternating magnetic field (AMF), thereby generating heat 

at the tumor site. 

• It can efficiently act against deep-seated inaccessible solid tumors like glioblastoma (aggressive 

type of cancer that can occur in the brain or spinal cord) 

• It is highly thermo-sensitive towards normal cells with minimal toxicity against healthy 

counterparts. 

• Scientists are on the lookout for new materials which can make this treatment more efficient. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-10 

Women & Abortion Services 

Context: The more serious ramifications of the pandemic has been the rather extensive, even if 

unintended, disruption of health-care services. 

What impact did Pandemic have on Contraceptive & Abortion Services? 

• Long lockdown periods led to disruption in family planning and contraception services i.e. it 

reduced the access to these services due to restrictions imposed. 

• About two million women missed out on services between January and June; 1.3 million were in 

India alone 

Factors that caused disruption in contraceptive services are: 

• Diversion of health services: the bulk of health-care services shifting to cater to COVID-19 related 

emergencies led to shortage in abortion services 

• Disruption of Transport: India listed abortions as essential services under the lockdown, but the 

disruption of transport services hampered access to centers of care 

• Lack of awareness about these services being available during this period also restricted the ability 

to access these services 

• Shortage of drugs: A study in six states by the Foundation for Reproductive Health Services India, 

showed a severe shortage of medical abortion drugs in referring. 

What has been the consequences? 

Reduced access to contraceptive & abortion serviced has led to 

• Unwanted pregnancies: UNFPA projections involving an additional 7 million unintended 

pregnancies are expected to occur. 

• Increase in domestic violence 

• Increased maternal mortality 

• Constrained the reproductive rights of women 



 
 
 
 

 

Way ahead 

• The need for contraceptive services remains high in India, with over 1 in 3 women (35%) reporting 

a need for contraceptive advice 

• Providing uninterrupted abortion and contraceptive counseling, devices and care services are 

essential to safeguard women 

• Contraceptive & abortion services must continue through measures such as telemedicine, incentives 

to local clinics to open their doors, resolving drug supply chain disruption. 


