
 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

National Recruitment Agency (NRA) 

Why in NEWS? 

• Union Cabinet gives a go ahead to setting up of National Recruitment Agency, to benefit job seeking 

youth of the country. 

  

About 

• The cabinet has approved the setting up of the National Recruitment Agency (NRA) to conduct 

Common Eligibility Test, it as a historic decision which will benefit job seeking youth of the country. 

• It fulfills the long-standing demand of the youth of the country. 

National Recruitment Agency (NRA) 

• It will conduct a Common Eligibility Test to screen and shortlist candidates for the Group B and C (non-

technical) posts. 

• NRA will have representatives from the Ministry of Railways, Ministry of Finance, SSC, RRB and IBPS. 

• Special focus on creating examination infrastructure in the 117 Aspirational Districts would go a long 

way in affording access to candidates at a place nearer to where they reside. 

• The CET score of the candidate shall be valid for a period of three years from the date of declaration of 

the result. The best of the valid scores shall be considered to be the current score of the candidate. 



 
 
 
 

 

• There shall be no restriction on the number of attempts to be taken by a candidate to appear in the 

CET subject to the upper age limit. 

• Relaxation in the upper age limit shall be given to candidates of SC / ST / OBC and other categories as 

per the extant policy of the Government. 

• Candidates would have the facility of registering on a common portal and give a choice of centers. 

• Government has sanctioned a sum of 1517.57 crore rupees for the National Recruitment Agency. The 

carefully will be considered over a period of three years. 

• Agency will ensure transparency and ease in the recruitment process, both for the candidate and the 

recruiting organization. 

• CET scores can be shared with Central and State Governments, PSUs, private sector thus reducing 

recruitment costs of these organizations. 

• Initially the NRA will conduct CET twice a year. 

• NRA will eliminate multiple tests and save precious time as well as resources, along with a big boost to 

transparency. 

 

TOPIC-2 
Three areas to work on to put India on the path to growth 

Background 

 The Prime Minister, while addressing the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) annual meeting 

urged to think big and partner with the government in putting India on the path to growth. 

 There is much that we can be achieved if government and industry work towards the same objective, 

and in a spirit of mutual trust. 

Let’s look into some areas 

1) Employment 

 Over 85 per cent of employment in India is in the informal sector. 

 The Centre for Monitoring the Indian Economy (CMIE) estimates that between mid-March and 

mid-April, 120 million people lost their jobs. 

 With this unemployment rise to an all-time high of 27 per cent. 



 
 
 
 

 

 There was reverse migration on an unprecedented scale — some 10 million people abandoned cities 

to return to their native villages. 

 As economic activity has restarted in cities, CMIE reports that unemployment is now down to around 

9 per cent. 

3 Problems we must address 

1) Need for labour regulation 

 We have stringent labour laws to protect workers, but this covers only the 15 per cent formal 

sector employment. 

 The 85 per cent of our workforce who are informally employed have almost no protection, and 

employers have almost complete flexibility. 

 We need to address both the formal and informal labour spectrum to get the balance right between 

flexibility and protection for all labour. 

Way forward 

 Everyone must have a minimum level of protection, and every employer a minimum level of 

flexibility. 

 This calls for a new social contract to define a well-calibrated social security system. 

 This huge project demands good faith and strong leadership by industry, labour and government. 

2) Living conditions of our cities 

 We need a massive private home-building programme. 

 It probably needs much more liberal land-use regulations — our cities have among the least 

generous floor-space indices (FSI) in the world. 

 New York, Hong Kong, and Tokyo have an FSI five times Mumbai‘s. 

 Again, this is a multi-year project, and it involves state and city governments partnering with private 

developers. 

 India is unique in having 70 per cent of our population still residing in rural areas. 

 We must encourage the migration of people to higher productivity occupations in our cities. 

 And we must ensure that clean, affordable and accessible housing is available for all in our cities. 

3) Strength of our rural economy 

 Reverse migration is also an opportunity to collaborate in spreading the geography of development. 

 We need a three-pronged approach: 

 1) As Ashok Gulati has often argued, the easiest way to grow farmer incomes is by having them grow 

more value-added crops. 

 Exports of fruits and vegetables must be consistently encouraged. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The cultivation of palm plantations with potential for huge import substitution, we need corporate 

farming as the gestation period of seven years for the first crop is too much for the average farmer to 

handle. 

 The Atmanirbhar agricultural reforms, which permit contract farming, and open up agricultural 

markets, are major medium-term reforms. Implemented right, they can transform agricultural 

markets. 

 2) We need to encourage agro-processing near the source. 

 Fostering entrepreneurship in rural and semi-urban areas would combine nicely with local 

processing. 

 3) We need to invest even more massively in rural connectivity. 

 Today, we would add digital connectivity to road connectivity to level the playing field for all 

regardless of where they live. 

Conclusion 

The task is huge, and only collaboration between all levels of government (Union, state, and city) and 

our dynamic private sector can hope to make substantial progress. 

 

TOPIC-3 

China twist in Teesta Challenge 
 

Bangladesh is discussing an almost $1 billion loan from China for a comprehensive management and 

restoration project on the Teesta river. These discussions with China come at a time when India is 

particularly wary about China following the standoff in Ladakh. 

Teesta Project 

 The project is aimed at managing the river basin efficiently, controlling floods, and tackling the water 

crisis in summers. 

 India and Bangladesh have been engaged in a long-standing dispute over water-sharing in the Teesta. 

How has the Teesta dispute progressed? 

 The two countries were on the verge of signing a water-sharing pact in September 2011, when PM 

Manmohan Singh was going to visit Bangladesh. 

 But, West Bengal CM objected to it, and the deal was scuttled. 

 After the regime change in 2014, the government hoped that it could reach a ―fair solution‖ on the 

Teesta through cooperation between central and state governments. 

 Five years later, the Teesta issue remains unresolved. 

Trends in India’s relationship with Bangladesh 



 
 
 
 

 

 New Delhi has had a robust relationship with Dhaka, carefully cultivated since 2008, especially with 

the Sheikh Hasina government at the helm. 

 India has benefited from its security ties with Bangladesh, whose crackdown against anti-India outfits 

has helped the Indian government maintain peace in the eastern and Northeast states. 

 Bangladesh has benefited from its economic and development partnership. Bangladesh is India‘s 

biggest trade partner in South Asia. 

 Bilateral trade has grown steadily over the last decade: India‘s exports to Bangladesh in 2018-19 

stood at $9.21 billion, and imports from Bangladesh at $1.04 billion. 

 India also grants 15 to 20 lakh visas every year to Bangladesh nationals for medical treatment, 

tourism, work, and just entertainment. 

Recent irritants in ties 

 For India, Bangladesh has been a key partner in the neighbourhood first policy — and possibly the 

success story in bilateral ties among its neighbours. 

 However, there have been recent irritants in the relationship. 

 These include the proposed countrywide National Register of Citizens (NRC) and the Citizenship 

Amendment Act (CAA) passed in December last year. 

 Bangladesh had insisted that while the CAA and the proposed nationwide NRC were ―internal 

matters‖ of India, the CAA move were ―not necessary‖. 

Chinese affinity with Bangladesh 

 China is the biggest trading partner of Bangladesh and is the foremost source of imports. 

 In 2019, the trade between the two countries was $18 billion and the imports from China commanded 

the lion‘s share. The trade is heavily in favour of China. 

 Recently, China declared zero duty on 97% of imports from Bangladesh. The concession flowed 

from China‘s duty-free, quota-free programme for the Least Developed Countries. 

 This move has been widely welcomed in Bangladesh, with the expectation that Bangladesh exports to 

China will increase. 

 China has promised around $30 billion worth of financial assistance to Bangladesh. 

 Additionally, Bangladesh‘s strong defence ties with China make the situation complicated. China is 

the biggest arms supplier to Bangladesh and it has been a legacy issue — after its liberation. 

 Recently, Bangladesh purchased two Ming class submarines from China. 

India’s engagement post CAA 

 Over the last five months, India and Bangladesh have cooperated on pandemic-related moves. 

 Hasina supported Modi‘s call for a regional emergency fund for fighting Covid-19 and declared a 

contribution of $1.5 million in March 2020. India has also provided medical aid to Bangladesh. 

 The two countries have also cooperated in railways, with India giving 10 locomotives to Bangladesh. 

 The first trial run for trans-shipment of Indian cargo through Bangladesh to Northeast states under a 

pact on the use of Chittagong and Mongla ports took place in July. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Bangladesh gave its readiness to collaborate in the development of a Covid-19 vaccine, including its 

trial, and looks forward to early, affordable availability of the vaccine when ready. 

Among other issues 

 The two sides agreed that Implementation of projects should be done in a timely manner and that 

greater attention is required to development projects in Bangladesh under the Indian Lines of Credit. 

 Bangladesh sought the return of the Tablighi Jamaat members impacted by the lockdown in India. 

 Bangladesh requested for the urgent reopening of visa issuance from the Indian High Commission in 

Dhaka, particularly since many Bangladeshi patients need to visit India. 

 India was also requested to reopen travel through Benapole-Petrapole land port which has been 

halted by the West Bengal government in the wake of the pandemic. 

Way forward 

 While the Teesta project is important and urgent from India‘s point of view, it will be difficult to 

address it before the West Bengal elections due next year. 

 What Delhi can do is to address other issues of concern, which too are challenging. 

 Now, the test will be if India can implement all its assurances in a time-bound manner. 

 Or else, the latent anti-India sentiment in Bangladesh, which has been revived after India‘s CAA -

NRC push can permanently damage the historic ties. 

Back2Basics: Teesta Water Dispute 



 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 

Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL) Canal Project 

  

Opposing the Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL) canal project and staking claim to Yamuna's waters, Punjab 

CM warned about the repercussions. Here is a look at the decades-old issue and why it has come 

up again now. 

What is the SYL canal issue? 

• At the time of reorganization of Punjab in 1966, the issue of sharing of river waters between both the 

states emerged. 

• Punjab refused to share waters of Ravi and Beas with Haryana stating it was against the riparian 

principle. 

• Before the reorganization, in 1955, out of 15.85 MAF of Ravi and Beas, the center had allocated 8 

MAF to Rajasthan, 7.20 MAF to undivided Punjab, 0.65MAF to Jammu and Kashmir. 

• Out of 7.20 MAF allocated, Punjab did not want to share any water with Haryana. 

• In March 1976, when the Punjab Reorganization Act was implemented, the Center notified fresh 

allocations, providing 3.5 MAF to Haryana. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Inception of the canal project 

• Later, in 1981, the water flowing down Beas and Ravi was revised and pegged at 17.17 MAF, out of 

which 4.22 MAF was allocated to Punjab, 3.5 MAF to Haryana, and 8.6 MAF to Rajasthan. 

• Finally, to provide this allocated share of water to southern parts of Haryana, a canal linking the 

Sutlej with the Yamuna, cutting across the state, was planned. 

• Finally, the construction of 214-km SYL was started in April 1982, 122 km of which was to run 

through Punjab and the rest through Haryana. 

• Haryana has completed its side of the canal, but work in Punjab has been hanging fire for over three 

decades. 

Why has the SYL canal come up again now? 

• The issue is back on center stage after the Supreme Court directed the CMs of Punjab and Haryana to 

negotiate and settle the SYL canal issue. 

• The apex court asked for a meeting at the highest political level to be mediated by the center so that 

the states reach a consensus over the completion of the SYL canal. 

• The meeting remained inconclusive with the center expressing the view that the construction of the 

SYL canal should be completed. But Punjab CM refused categorically. 

Punjab's resentment with the project 

• The dispute is based on the bloody history around the SYL canal. The trouble-torn days of terrorism 

in Punjab started in the early 1980s when work on the SYL started. 

• Punjab feels it utilized its precious groundwater resources to grow the crop for the entire country and 

should not be forced to share its waters as it faces desertification. 

• It is feared that once the construction of the canal restarts, the youth may start feeling that the state 

has been discriminated against. 

• The Punjab CM fears Pakistan and secessionist organizations could exploit this and foment trouble in 

the state. 

Water crisis in Punjab 

• Punjab is facing severe water crisis due to over-exploitation of its underground aquifers for the wheat 

/ paddy monocycle. 



 
 
 
 

 

• According to the Central Underground Water Authority's report, its underground water is over-

exploited to meet the agricultural requirements in about 79 per cent area of the state. 

• Out of 138 blocks, 109 are "over-exploited", two are "critical" five are "semi-critical" and only 22 

blocks are in "safe" category. 

Punjab expects a new tribunal 

• The state wants a tribunal seeking a fresh time-bound assessment of the water availability. 

• The state has been saying that till date there has been no adjudication or scientific assessment of 

Punjab river waters. 

TOPIC-5 

FSSAI’s Eat Right Challenge Orientation Workshop 

IN NEWS 

• Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare presided over an online orientation workshop 

organized by Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) as part of its Eat Right 

Challenge. 

  

ABOUT 

• The 'Eat Right India' movement initiated by FSSAI under the aegis of Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare has been creating awareness amongst the people about safe, healthy and sustainable 

dietary habits. 



 
 
 
 

 

• To achieve this end and to convert the program into a people's movement, FSSAI recently announced 

the Eat Right Challenge, an annual competition for 197 districts and cities in a unique way to 

strengthen the food safety and regulatory environment, build awareness among the consumers and 

urge them to make better food choices. 

• 196 million are victims of chronic hunger while another 180 million suffer from obesity. 47 million 

children have stunted growth while another 25 million are wasted. 500 million are deficient in 

micro-nutrients and 100 million suffer from food-borne diseases. 

The strength of the 'The Eat Right Movement' lies in its holistic and collaborative approach, with 

stakeholders on both the demand and supply-side joining to make a difference through some 

clearly identified steps. 

• On the demand side, the Eat Right Movement focuses on empowering citizens to make the right food 

choices. 

• 196 million are victims of chronic hunger while another 180 million suffer from obesity. 47 million 

children have stunted growth while another 25 million are wasted. 500 million are deficient in 

micro-nutrients and 100 million suffer from food-borne diseases. 

The strength of the 'The Eat Right Movement' lies in its holistic and collaborative approach, 

with stakeholders on both the demand and supply-side joining to make a difference through 

some clearly identified steps. 

• On the demand side, the Eat Right Movement focuses on empowering citizens to make the right food 

choices. 

• On the supply side, it nudges food businesses to reformulate their products, provide better nutritional 

information to consumers and make investments in healthy food as responsible food businesses. 

'The Eat Right Movement' brings together three ongoing initiatives of FSSAI: 

• Safe and Nutritious Food Initiative, focused on social and behavioral change around food safety and 

nutrition at home, school, workplace and on-the-go; 

• The Eat Healthy Campaign focused on reduction of high fat, sugar and salt foods in the diet; and 

• Food Fortification, focused on promoting five staple foods-wheat flour, rice, oil, milk and salt that 

are added with key vitamins and minerals to improve their nutritional content 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

• Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is an autonomous body established under the 

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India 

• The FSSAI has been established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, which is a 

consolidating statute related to food safety and regulation in India. FSSAI is responsible for 

protecting and promoting public health through the regulation and supervision of food safety. 

• The FSSAI has its headquarters at New Delhi. The authority also has 6 regional offices located in 

Delhi, Guwahati, Mumbai, Kolkata, Cochin, and Chennai. 

TOPIC-6 

Online Pharmacy Regulation in India 
 

In the last week, India‘s online pharmacy market saw two significant merger and acquisition deals. This 

has suddenly caused activity in a sector from which large investors have shied away due to lack of proper 

regulations. 

How is the pharmacy market in India currently shaped? 

 Unlike the US, where the top three pharmaceutical distributors have a 90 per cent share in the market, 

India‘s is a fragmented market with over 8 lakh pharmacies. 

 This gives online pharmacies an opportunity to capture their space without opposing large traditional 

retailers. 

 Currently, companies in the Indian e-pharmacy space mainly operate three business models — 

marketplace, inventory-led hybrid (offline/online) and franchise-led hybrid (offline/online) — 

depending on the way the supply chain is structured. 

Rules governing the pharma sector 

 Work on regulations specifically for e-pharmacies has been in progress for several years now. 

 In the absence of clear regulations, online pharmacies currently operate as marketplaces and cater to 

patients as a platform for ordering medicines from sellers that adhere to the Drugs and Cosmetics Act 

and Rules of India. 

 Other regulations, like the Information Technology Act and the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 

Substances Act, also apply. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

What do the draft e-pharmacy regulations propose? 

 Draft rules for e-pharmacies sought to define the online sale of medicines, what an e-prescription 

means and what type of licences online firms would need to get from regulators to operate. 

 The draft had proposed to allow e-pharmacies to get a central licence to operate from the country‘s 

apex drug regulator, which could be used to allow it to operate across the country. 

 It also proposed to define e-pharmacies in a way that would allow them to distribute, sell and stock 

medicines. 

 The proposed regulations prevent them from selling habit-forming drugs like cough syrups specified 

in Schedule X of the Indian drug regulations. 

Current status 

 Regulations for online pharmacy players have been in the works since 2016 but are yet to come out. 

 The last attempt to clear these regulations saw the draft rules being pushed through two expert 

committees under the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation–India‘s apex drug regulatory 

body–in June 2019. 

Online pharma is growing in scale 

 While Covid-19 and the subsequent behavioural shift towards e-commerce may have catalyzed 

growth for online pharmacies, the sector was already poised to grow seven-fold by 2023 to $2.7 

billion. 

 This was mainly on account of the challenges faced by physical pharmacies that gave their online 

counterparts a problem to solve. 

 Experts believe that e-pharmacies will be able to solve the problems that traditional pharmacies 

couldn‘t. 

 But for this, they need to have a large-scale presence that calls for either huge investments or 

consolidation. 

Conclusion 

 The e-pharmacy sector holds immense potential to address the persisting issue of affordability and 

accessibility of medicines in India. 

 Steps should be taken to foster the e-pharmacy sector with sufficient safeguards and under regulatory 

control to protect the interest of the consumers. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-7 

Mali Coup in News 

• Military officers have taken charge in Mali after detaining President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita at 

gunpoint and forcing him to resign, in a coup 

• African Union (AU) and president of South Africa, condemned the "unconstitutional change of 

government" in Mali and suspending Mali's membership until constitutional order is restored. 

REASON FOR COUP 

• The 75-year-old Keita had been the target of weeks of mass protests demanding his resignation over 

what opponents said were his failure to restore security, address corruption and lift living standards. 

MALI 

• Republic of Mali achieved its independence from France on 22 September 1960. It is a proclaimed 

secular state. A landlocked country, Mali is located in West Africa in the southern sub-Sahara region. 

Almost 60 percent of the country is desert (north-eastern part). The capital city is Bamako. 

• The estimated population is 16-18 million; overwhelmingly Sunni Muslims (around 95%). Most of the 

high density population centers are located in the south which is blessed with two perennially flowing 

rivers Niger, the lifeline of the country, and the Senegal in the west. Mali is the 8th largest country in 

Africa and 24th in the world. 

• The lingua franca is Bambara (with around 80% speakers). The currency is Communaute Financiere 

Africaine Franc (CFA Franc or FCFA). One US $ is equivalent to roughly between FCFA 550-590. 

French is the official language. 

INDIA AND MALI 

• India and Mali have traditionally maintained friendly relations and have no geo-political conflicts. The 

Government of India established its Embassy in Bamako in May 2009. Mali followed soon by opening 

its Embassy in New Delhi in August 2009. 

• Mali has been supportive of India‘s line on various international issues. Mali supported India‘s 

candidature in the elections held in 2017 for International Court of Justice. Mali ratified the International 

Solar Alliance Framework Agreement on 2 October 2017. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

TOPIC-8 

National Strategy for Financial Education 
 

The National Strategy for Financial Education (NSFE): 2020-2025 documents has been released by the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

What is the Strategy? 

 The NSFE for the period 2020-2025, the second one after the 2013-18 NSFE, has been prepared by 

the National Centre for Financial Education (NCFE) in consultation with all the Financial Sector 

Regulators (RBI, SEBI, IRDAI and PFRDA. 

 Other stakeholders include (DFIs, SROs, IBA, and NPCI) under the aegis of the Technical Group on 

Financial Inclusion and Financial Literacy (TGFIFL) under the Chairmanship of Deputy Governor, 

RBI. 

Key recommendations 

 The strategy recommends the adoption of a multi-stakeholder approach to achieve financial well-

being of Indians. 

 The document has recommended a ‗5 C‘ approach for dissemination of financial education in the 

country. These include an emphasis on: 

1. development of relevant content in the curriculum in schools, colleges and training establishments, 

2. developing capacity among the intermediaries involved in providing financial services, 

3. leveraging on the positive effect of the community-led model for financial literacy through 

appropriate communication strategy, and 

4. enhancing collaboration among various stakeholders 

Other objectives 

 The strategic objective is also towards improving usage of digital financial services in a safe and 

secure manner; as well as bringing awareness about rights, duties and avenues for grievance 

redressal. 

 To achieve the vision of creating a financially aware and empowered India, certain strategic 

objectives have been laid down including: 

1. Inculcating financial literacy concepts among various sections of the population through financial 

education to make it an important life skill 

2. Encouraging active savings behaviour and developing credit discipline 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-9 
 

Highlights of the Swachh Survekshan 2020 
 

 
Indore was declared the cleanest city in India for the fourth consecutive time in the Swachh Survekshan, 

2020 — India‘s annual survey on cleanliness. 

Swachh Survekshan 

 It is an annual survey of cleanliness, hygiene and sanitation in cities and towns across India. 

 It ranks India‘s cities, towns and states based on sanitation, waste management and overall 

cleanliness. 

 It was launched as part of the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, which aimed to make India clean and free of 

open defecation by 2 October 2019. 

 The first survey was undertaken in 2016 and covered 73 cities; by 2019 the survey had grown to 

cover 4237 cities and was said to be the largest cleanliness survey in the world. 

Survey methodology 

 The surveys are carried out by the Quality Council of India. The criteria and weightage for different 

components of sanitation-related aspects used for the survey were: 

a) Municipal documentation (solid waste management including door-to-door collection, processing, and 

disposal, and open defecation free status. These carried 45 per cent of the total 2,000 marks. 

b) Citizen feedback – 30 per cent (450 + 150 marks) 

c) Independent observation – 25 per cent (500 marks) 

Highlights of the 2020 Rankings 



 
 
 
 

 

 Surat in Gujarat and Navi Mumbai in Maharashtra bagged the second and third spot respectively 

among the cleanest cities with more than a million populations. 

 Maharashtra‘s Karad, Saswad and Lonavala bagged the first three positions for cities having a 

population less than one lakh. 

 Among the cities with a population between one and 10 lakh, Chhattisgarh‘s Ambikapur was 

declared the cleanest, followed by Mysore in Karnataka. 

 In fact, Chhattisgarh has ranked the cleanest state in the category of states having more than 100 

Urban Local Bodies (ULB). It was followed by Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. 

 In 2019, Chhattisgarh was in the third position in the category. The survey found that Chhattisgarh is 

the first and only state where every city achieved Open Defecation Free (ODF)++ status. 

TOPIC10 

Namath Basai Programme 
 

Namath Basai, the State government‘s unique programme of teaching tribal children in their mother 

tongue, has become a runaway hit in Kerala‘s tribal districts. 

Namath Basai Programme 

 The NBP is implemented by the Samagra Shiksha Kerala (SSK). 

 It has succeeded in retaining hundreds of tribal children in their online classes by making them feel at 

home with the language of instruction. 

 The SSK has distributed some 50 laptops exclusively for Namath Basai. Pre-recorded classes are 

offered through a YouTube channel. 

 

 

 

 


