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Imparting education to tribals in their languages 

About: 

• The new National Education Policy lays emphasis on mother tongue-based 

instructions up to Class 5. 

• Tribal communities and Odisha state will be at advantage if above 

provision is implemented effectively. 

• Although it is easy to prescribe local language as medium of instructions up 

to Class 5, it is very difficult to implement it. 

Unique position 

• Odisha occupies a unique position in the tribal map of India. 

• Odisha has most diverse tribal communities. It is home to 62 different tribal 

communities including 13 particularly vulnerable tribal groups (PVTGs). 

• Tribes in Odisha speak around 21 languages and 74 dialects. 

Do you know? 

• Odisha has been working on multilingual education (MLE) for more than 

past two decades. 

• Academy of Tribal Language and Culture in collaborate with Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes Research and Training Institute (SCSTRTI) is 

probably the only institute in entire country which has prepared 

supplementary readers in 21 tribal languages for Class 1 to 3. 

• Santhali, a tribal language, has been included in the Eighth Schedule of the 

Constitution. 



 
 
 
 

 

Self reliance in defense is a national imperative 

Conttext 

Following China‘s stance of open belligerence towards India, making war 

preparedness a top priority. It is against this backdrop, the Defense 

Production and Export Promotion Policy 2020 was unveiled. 

Key features 

• It aims for domestic output worth ₹ 1.75 trillion of aerospace and defense 

goods and services by 2025. 

• Of which exports is aimed at ₹ 35,000 crore. 

• It has various strategic initiatives that would aid the indigenous 

development of modern weaponry from hypersonic missiles and ace sensors 

to stealth submarines and fly-by-wire fighter jets. 

Why India lacks indigenous capacity 

• If India‘s dependence on foreign suppliers of armaments was not for lack of 

trying. 

• Our Defense Research and Development Organization (DRDO) exists for 

this very purpose. 

• DRDO scientists claim success in several projects, including the Tejas 

design. 

• But decisions on procurements for our armed forces are made through a 

complex process — involving service chiefs, technocrats and politicians — 

that ends up favoring foreign purchases. 

• This is this convenient, as off-the-shelf wares are readily available abroad. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The finer details of defense deals are usually confidential, after all, and the 

payments are huge. 

• By one estimate, India was the third largest military spender in 2019, with a 

bill of over $ 71 billion, after the US and China. 

Issues and Challenges in partnership with private players 

• So far, efforts to get our private sector into the act have not fared too well, 

despite all our schemes to attract them. 

• Long-drawn out acquisition processes may be partly to blame for this. 

• Companies are apprehensive of investment without an assurance of a ready 

market. 

• But by the time their prototypes are tested and approved for induction by 

our forces, they risk being outmoded by advances made abroad. 

• In the US, spin-offs from defense research have been behind many 

technological innovations of everyday utility. 

• So, the knowledge acquired in defense research has the potential to benefit 

the other sectors as well. 

Conclusion 

If a big push for ―made in India‖ defense systems calls an entire ecosystem 

of experiments, ideas and technical wizardry into being, it could help our 

economy leap ahead too. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

MGNREGS running out of funds 

About MGNREGA 

• It stands for Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 

2005 

• It guarantees 100 days of wage employment in a financial year to a rural 

household whose adult members (at least 18 years of age) volunteer to do 

unskilled work. 

• It has unique legal architecture of being demand-driven, and not budget 

constrained. 

• It is social security and labor law that aims to enforce the 'right to work'. 

• It has provision for unemployment allowance, when the state cannot 

provide work 

• Agriculture and allied activities constitute more than 65% of the works 

taken up under the program. 

• MGNREGA has helped build rural infrastructure through approximately 10 

crore families. 

Problems facing MGNREGA 

• Governments capping its financial resources and turning it into supply-

based programme 

• Workers had begun to lose interest in working under it because of the 

inordinate delays in wage payments. 



 
 
 
 

 

• With very little autonomy, gram panchayats found its implementation 

cumbersome 

• As a result, over the last few years, MGNREGA had begun to face an 

existential crisis. 

New concerns: 

• The scheme has already used up almost half its allocated funds. 

• It spent more than ₹ 48,500 crore out of the expanded ₹ 1 lakh crore 

allocation announced (during COVID outbreak) 

• In several Gram Panchayats, the approved projects have already been 

exhausted. 

• A number of gram panchayats in vulnerable areas have already exhausted 

their funds for the scheme. 

Measures needed: 

• Center should allocate another ₹ 1 lakh crore to the scheme 

• It has to double the permitted work limit to 200 days per household. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Reforms driven agenda for the modernization of railways 

Significance of railways 

• Its route spans about 68000 km. 

• It employs over 1.2 mn people and generates approximately Rs 2 lakh cr 

annually. 

• So, a major contributor to jobs, GDP, and mobility. 

• Efficient and optimal use of the railways could further add up to 1% to GDP. 

Adopting PPP model 

• The time has come to modernize the Indian Railways, make it world-class, 

and a key driver of the country‘s growth. 

• To do so, India must involve the best resources via PPP to bring in the latest 

technology, leading practices, and efficiencies. 

• PPP has been actively deployed as a mechanism in Europe and Japan. 

Two initiatives of Indian Railways involving PPP model 

1. Operation of trains on selected route 

• Indian Railways' proposal features a list of 109 pairs of routes through 151 

trains to private operators. 

• Proposed routes include Delhi – Mumbai, Delhi – Chennai, Mumbai – 

Chennai, and others. 

• PPP operators are expected to finance, procure, operate, and maintain the 

allocated trains. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The concession period will be for 35 years. 

Advantages 

• The initiative will bring in cutting-edge, technologically advanced rolling 

stock, shorter journey times, enhanced job growth, better safety, and best-

in-class service standards. 

• It will bridge the demand-and-supply deficit for passengers. 

• The PPP investment is expected to be in the range of Rs 30,000 cr — in a 

make in India – led growth strategy. 

• Encouraging domestic manufacturing of rolling stock, these projects will also 

create direct and indirect employment. 

2. Redevelopment of railway stations 

• Initially, 50 stations will be bid out and funded through land monetization as 

well as user charges. 

• The modernization and redevelopment of stations will be conducted primarily 

through Indian Railway Stations Development Corporation Limited, Rail 

Land Development Authority and other central government entities. 

• The PPP basis is under the Design, Build, Finance, Operate and Transfer 

model. 

• It entails utilizing the potential of real estate for excess land and air space in 

and around the stations for development through PPP. 

• The 50 big stations have been planned to be bid out through the PPP route 

aimed at bringing in investments exceeding Rs 50,000–60,000 crores. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Challenges involved in the adoption of PPP model 

• One of the primary challenges will be independence of adjudication in 

disputes. 

• Other issues will be the pricing strategy to remain competitive yet stay 

profitable, given the competition through air, road, and to some extent, 

water transport. 

• An independent regulator could go a long way towards allaying concerns of 

equitable treatment of PPP operators and ought to be considered strongly. 

Conclusion 

The introduction of PPP in Railways is a welcome step and can lead to the 

kind of reforms that can help transform India and make it a global leader. 

Militarizing Andamans: The costs and the benefits 

Context: The Ladakh stand-off with China has catalysed India‘s efforts to 

strengthen its military presence at the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (ANI) 

• The idea of militarizing the Andaman Islands purchased new. 

• Since the 1980s, Indian commentators & policy makers have advocated 

building strategic muscle at the ANI to fully exploit the strategic position of 

ANI 

Recent Steps taken by India in ANI 

• New Delhi has moved to expedite plans for basing additional military 

forces, including facilities for additional warships, aircraft, and infantry 

soldiers at the strategically-located Andaman Islands. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Naval air stations INS Kohassa in Shibpur and INS Baaz in Campbell Bay 

are having their runways extended to support operations by large aircrafts 

• A 10-year infrastructure development ―roll-on‖ plan - pegged at Rs 5,000 

crores - is on the fast-track. 

What is the Strategic significance of ANI? 

• Close to Malacca Strait: ANI spans 450 nautical miles in a roughly north-

south configuration and is adjacent to the western entrance to the Malacca 

Strait, which is a major Indian Ocean choke point 

• Links Two Subcontinents: Geopolitically, the ANI connects South Asia 

with South-East Asia. While the northernmost point of the archipelago is 

only 22 nautical miles from Myanmar, the southernmost point, Indira Point, 

is a mere 90 nautical miles from Indonesia. 

• Dominating Position: The islands dominate the Bay of Bengal, the Six 

Degree and the Ten Degree Channels that more than sixty thousand 

commercial vessels traverse each year. 

• Access to EEZ: ANI constitute just 0.2% of India‘s landmass but provide 

near 30% of its exclusive economic zone (EEZ). 

• Important Pillar of Foreign Polcy: ANI could also become an important 

element of India‘s ―Act East Policy‖ of engaging with countries in the region 

east of India. 

• Commercial Potential: The trans-shipment hub at Car Nicobar, could 

potentially be a strategic game-changer, rivalling the ports of Singapore or 

Colombo. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Tri-Service Security Strategy: As Andaman and Nicobar is the only Tri-

Command structure in India, development of military infrastructure at ANI is 

a key requirement in India‘s security strategy 

• Tackling China: With China‘s growing presence in Indian Ocean region, 

militarizing the islands will provide India a first mover advantage in 

dominating the region 

What are the Challenges in Militarizing ANI? 

1. Fear of antagonise India‘s neighbors 

• A section of India‘s diplomatic community has opposed militarising the 

ANI would disrupt Indian Ocean as zone of peace. 

• They argued that militarizing A&N islands would in turn militarize the 

littorals - an outcome that would not sit well with countries in South and 

Southeast Asia. 

• When India first began developing the ANI in the mid-1980s, observers say 

Malaysia and Indonesia feared that India would use its military facilities in 

the ANI to dominate its region, and project power east of Malacca 

 2. Ecological aspect to militarising the ANI 

• The flurry of recent infrastructure projects (including any military projects), 

environmentalists warn, could devastate the fragile ecology of islands. 

• Many islands are facing significant damage from the climate crisis, which 

will get exacerbated due to military activities 

 3. Lack of reciprocity in India’s bilateral logistics agreements 



 
 
 
 

 

• The Indian navy's plans to offer logistical support to partner navies does not 

include its ANI facilities. 

• Four years after signing a logistics pact with the US its navy ships still have 

no access the ANI. France, Singapore and Australia - India‘s other logistics 

partners - too difficult had their warships repaired or replenished at Indian 

island facilities 

• As a result, there has been much enthusiasm from friendly foreign countries 

to build strategic capabilities at the ANI. 

 5. Counterproductive to tackle China 

• While China‘s presence in the Indian Ocean is growing, it is so far 

militarized key Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) outposts in the Bay of Bengal 

(Hambantota, Chittagong and Kyaukpyu). 

• If India pushes for greater military presence in the ANI, China could well 

seek military access in its friendly countries in Indian ocean. 

Way ahead 

• Militarizing ANI will aid India‘s strategic capabilities, but such 

development should not come at the cost the ruthless exploitation of 

Biodiversity hotspot 

• In order to counter China's expanding footprint in Indian Ocean region, 

India may consider permitting friendly foreign navies (QUAD members, 

France etc.) access to the ANI's military bases. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Back in news: Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 

Ahead of the critical FATF meetings in October, Indian agencies plan to 

highlight its inaction in the Pulwama, 26/11 Mumbai attack and Daniel Pearl 

murder cases. 

What is the FATF? 

• FATF is an intergovernmental organization founded in 1989 on the 

initiative of the G7 to develop policies to combat money laundering. 

• The FATF Secretariat is housed at the OECD headquarters in Paris. 

• It holds three Plenary meetings in the course of each of its 12-month 

rotating presidencies. 

Why is Pakistan under its scanner? 

• Pakistan has been under the FATF's scanner since June 2018, when it was 

put on the gray list for terror financing and money laundering risks. 

• FATF and its partners such as the Asia Pacific Group (APG) are reviewing 

Pakistan's processes, systems, and weaknesses on the basis of a standard 

matrix for anti-money laundering (AML) and combating the financing of 

terrorism (CFT) regime. 

• In June 2018, Pakistan gave a high-level political commitment to work with 

the FATF and APG to strengthen its AML / CFT regime, and to address its 

strategic counter-terrorism financing-related deficiencies. 

• Pakistan and the FATF then agreed on the monitoring of 27 indicators 

under a 10-point action plan, with specific deadlines. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The understanding was that the successful implementation of the action 

plan, and its physical verification by the APG, would lead the FATF to move 

Pakistan out of the gray list. 

• However, Islamabad managed to satisfy the global watchdog over just five 

of them. 

What is Pyrolysis? 

Plastic from used personal protective equipment (PPE) can be transformed 

into renewable liquid fuels using chemical a process called pyrolysis, says a 

new study. 

What is Pyrolysis? 

 

• Pyrolysis is the thermal decomposition of materials at elevated 

temperatures in an inert atmosphere. 

• It involves a change in chemical composition. The word is coined 

from the Greek-derived elements pyro "fire" and lysis "separating". 

• It is most commonly used in the treatment of organic materials. It 

is one of the processes involved in charring wood. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It is considered as the first step in the processes of gasification or 

combustion. 

How does it work? 

• In general, pyrolysis of organic substances produces volatile 

products and leaves a solid residue enriched in carbon, char. 

• Extreme pyrolysis, which leaves mostly carbon as the residue, is 

called carbonization. 

• The process is used heavily in the chemical industry, for example, 

to produce ethylene, many forms of carbon, and other chemicals 

from petroleum, coal, and even wood, to produce coke from coal. 

Applications 

• Aspirational applications of pyrolysis would convert biomass into 

syngas and biochar, waste plastics back into usable oil, or waste into 

safely disposable substances 

Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA) 

The JNU has got approval for a fund from the Higher Education 

Funding Agency (HEFA) for the construction of new infrastructure. 

About HEFA 

• HEFA is a joint venture company of Canara Bank and Ministry of 

Human Resource Development. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It provides financial assistance for the creation of educational 

infrastructure and R&D in India‘s premier educational institutions. 

• All the Centrally Funded Higher Educational Institutions will be 

eligible to join as members of the HEFA. 

• For joining as members, the educational institution must agree to 

escrow a specific amount from their internal accruals for a period of 

10 years to the HEFA. 

Funding pattern of HEFA 

• HEFA will have an authorized capital of 2,000 crore rupees and 

the government equity would be 1,000 crore 

• It also mobilizes CSR funds from Corporates / PSUs which will, in 

turn, be released for promoting research and innovation in these 

institutions on a grant basis. 

• The principal portion of the loan will be repaid through the 

‗internal accruals‘ of the institutions earned through the fee receipts, 

research earnings etc. 

Species in news: Indian Peafowl 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Indian Peafowl 

• The Indian peafowl is a native of India and some parts of Pakistan 

and Sri Lanka. 

• The Arakan hills prevented their spread further east while the 

Himalayas and the Karakoram did so northwards. 

• As our national bird, the peacock has the utmost level of legal 

protection. 

Peacock vs. Peafowl 

• Only the males of the species are peacocks. 

• The females are properly called peahens, while young birds less 

than a year old are known as peachicks. 

• Collectively they are known as peafowl, regardless of age or 

gender. 

• Peacocks are male Indian peafowl (Pavo cristatus) belonging to the 

Phasianidae family 

Various protections 

• It comes under Section 51 (1-A) of Schedule I of the Wild (Life) 

(Protection) Act, 1972, with imprisonment that may be extended up 

to seven years, along with a fine that shall not be less than Rs 10,000 

. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Since 2014, Indian Peafowl has been protected under Appendix III 

of the CITES. 

• They are listed under the 'Least Concern' (LC) category of the 

IUCN Red Data List. 

Threats 

• Despite this, these birds experienced dwindling populations for 

many decades due to habitat loss, poaching and contamination of 

their food sources. 

• In 1991, the peafowl population census conducted by the WWF 

revealed that 50 per cent of the species had declined, compared to 

their number at the time of independence. 

Thenzawl Golf Resort Project 

Union Minister for Culture and Tourism has inaugurated the "Thenzawl Golf 

Resort" project at Aizawl, Mizoram. 

Thenzawl Golf Resort Project 

• The project is sanctioned under the Integrated Development of New Eco-

Tourism under Swadesh Darshan- North East Circuit. 

• It is designed by Graham Cooke and Associates, one of the top-ranked 

Canada based Golf Course architectural firm. 

• It is designed to have facilities of international standards. 

• The competitive advantage of Thenzawl Golf Course is that it will provide 

quality golfing experience and international facilities at a fair price. 



 
 
 
 

 

Back2Basics: Swadesh Darshan Scheme 

• Swadesh Darshan Scheme is one of the flagship schemes of the Ministry of 

Tourism, for development of thematic circuits in the country in a planned 

and prioritized manner. 

• The scheme was launched in 2014 -15 as a Central Sector Scheme. 

• It aims for integrated development of theme-based tourist circuits in the 

country. 

• Under the scheme, the identified thematic circuits for development are: 

North-East Circuit, Buddhist Circuit, Himalayan Circuit, Coastal Circuit, 

Krishna Circuit, Desert Circuit, Tribal Circuit, Eco Circuit, Wildlife Circuit, 

Rural Circuit, Spiritual Circuit, Ramayana Circuit , Heritage Circuit, Sufi 

Circuit, and Tirthankara Circuit. 

• "Development of North East Circuit: Imphal & Khongjom" is the first 

project implemented under the scheme. 

Finance Commission and Bank recapitalisation 

The Financial Stability Report (FSR) released by RBI recently has once 

again underlined the vulnerability of the Indian public sector banks (PSBs). 

They have been under a severe balance sheet crisis even before the 

pandemic, and the crisis created by the pandemic, and the moratorium 

offered, will explode when the chickens come to roost. 

Current banking scenario in India 

According to the FSR 



 
 
 
 

 

• The gross non-performing assets would go up from 11.3% in March 2020 

to 15.2% in March 2021, and to 16.3% under a very severe stress scenario. 

• The CRAR is estimated to deteriorate from 14.6% in March to 13.3% in the 

baseline scenario, and to 11.8% under a very severe stress scenario. 

• The volume of recapitalisation required is humongous. 

What are the underlying problems of this situation? 

Government lackadaisical approach in banking reforms: 

• The government will again take an easy solution of bailing out weak banks 

through recapitalisation instead of taking up serious reform alternatives. 

• The issue of stressed assets of the banks has continued for long but the 

government has been giving oxygen support to- neither the banks nor there 

has been any urgency seen in reforming the governance structure. 

• role of the government owning and running commercial banks itself. 

Unclear role of Finance Commission: 

• Though Finance Commission has been tasked with multiple roles to 

manage the finances of the Central Government but the major chunk is 

missing in the TOR- 

• Recapitalisation of public sector banks or the issue of resolving their 

stressed assets is not a part of the TOR. 

• If recapitalisation requirement is taken as a genuine strategic commitment 

of the center, the resources available for distribution will be severely 

constrained, and the commission may have to reduce the share of the states 



 
 
 
 

 

in tax devolution from the 41% recommended in the report for the year 

2020-21. 

• The genuine question, which the Commission must consider, is not whether 

or not the issue of bank recapitalisation comes within its ambitious, but the 

larger issue of the role of the government itself. 

• The important questions that need to be answered are, 

• Is there a case for government ownership of the banks on the grounds of 

market failure? 

• If there is, what is the nature of the failure and does it warrant ownership? 

• Reducing the states' share in the divisible pool of taxes on the grounds that 

the Union government requires fiscal space to recapitalize PSBs is 

tantamount to penalizing them for the mistakes committed by the Union 

government. 

How the ownership of government in public banks affecting the 

actual work? 

Ownership of banks by the government alters 

• the structure of incentives 

• accountability and 

• hampers effective regulation and supervision 

The Narasimham committee in 1998 recommended that 

• Government ownership and management, and autonomy do not go hand in 

hand, and 



 
 
 
 

 

• a review of functions of boards and enabling them to adopt a professional 

corporate strategy. 

The Nayak Committee- 

• Recommended dilution of government ownership to 25%. 

• Despite these recommendations, the successive governments have 

continued to soft-pedal the issue. 

• Problem with the banks themselves: 

• PSBs have been busy fighting one emergency after another, be it 

demonetisation or merger. 

• They do not have any incentive to take risks and perform better as the 

government pumps in money from time to time. 

How can the Finance Commission play a vital role? 

• The Commission's main focus should be to address the main issues 

mentioned in Article 280 (3 a, b, bb, and c), which relate to 

 tax devolution, 

 giving grants in aid of revenues, and 

 measures needed to augment the consolidated funds of the states to 

supplement the resources of rural and urban local bodies 

• The tenure of the commission is a short tenure, and out of this, substantial 

time is taken for finding the place, considering the office and getting the staff 

to start functioning- this should be eliminated. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The Finance Commission is not a tax reforms commission, not an effective 

reforms commission, nor is it a public enterprise reform or banking reform 

commission. 

• The Constitution envisaged it to be an impartial adjudicator of finances- 

 to resolve vertical and horizontal imbalances 

 impart fiscal discipline in both the Union and states towards calibrating 

sustainable fiscal policy. 

• The Commission's interest in TORs may be to consider the recapitalisation 

requirement as a genuine liability of the Union government while assessing 

central finances 

Other measures needed 

• Addressing the difficult issue of the role of the government owning and 

running commercial banks itself. 

• Expanded TORs must be utilized carefully: The expanded TORs include 

1. the review of deficit and debt levels, 

2. Recommending a sound fiscal roadmap for sound management, 

3. up-gradation in the standards of administration, prevention and mitigation 

of disasters, 

4. the impact of GST including the compensation payments, 

5. Introducing measurable performance-based incentives for the states in a 

number of areas. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Conclusion: 

Hopefully, the Commission will stick to these basic tasks. It must come up 

with some sustainable solutions in the coming time so as to take out the 

states from their dire circumstances post-pandemic. 

 


