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TOPIC-1 

The significance of the Char Dham board verdict 

Context: The Uttarakhand High Court on July 21 upheld the 

constitutionality of the Uttarakhand Char Dham Devasthanam Management 

Board Act, 2019 

Uttarakhand Char Dham Devasthanam Management Act, 2019. 

• The Act entrusted management of Char Dham temples to a Board whose 

chairman and members are, by and large, nominated by the State 

Government. 

• Two of the Chardham temples in Uttarakhand, Shri Badrinath and Shri 

Kedarnath temples, were, prior to the 2019 Act coming into force, under the 

control and management of a managing committee constituted under the U.P. 

Shri Badrinath and Shri Kedarnath Temples Act, 1939. 

• This 1939 Act was repealed by the 2019 Act. 

• The 2019 Act brings within its ambit the Gangotri and Yamunotri Dhams 

also. 

Challenged in Court of Law 

• The act was challenged on the ground that it violates articles 14, 25, 26 and 

31-A of the Constitution of India 

• It was alleged that the 2019 Act divests ownership of its properties from the 

temple, and vests it in the board controlled by government 

What were the major issues which was explained in this Judgement? 



 
 
 
 

 

• Precedence of upholding similar laws: 

 Such laws are in place for a number of temples such as Jagannath Puri 

(1955), Vaishno Devi (1988), Shrinathji at Nathdwara (1959), 

Mahakal at Ujjain (1982), Kashi Vishwanath (1983), and Tirupati 

Balaji temple ( 1987). 

 All these acts were upheld by the Courts of India 

• Distinction between religious and Secular activities: 

 Offerings (of money, fruits, flowers or any other thing) are given to the 

deity, religious practice ends with these offerings. 

 The collection and distribution of these offerings for the maintenance 

and upkeep of temple are secular activities 

• Char dhams does belong to any religious denomination 

 The Supreme Court in Nar Hari Sastri and others vs Shri Badrinath 

Temple Committee (1952) had already held Badrinath to be a public 

temple of Hindus and not confined to any family or denomination. 

 Also, SC held that secular activities of these temples can be regulated 

by the state. 

 The Court explicitly stated that the legislature is not bound to 

demonstrate mismanagement of temples while enacting such laws. 

 Regulation of religious practices / administration is not specific to 

Hinduism 

 There are as many as 27 waqf laws and the Shiromani Gurudwara 

Parbandhak Committee Act too was enacted in 1925. 

 In the latest judgment, Chief Justice Ranganathan observed that it is not 

necessary that the legislature should make a law uniformly applicable 

to all religious institutions 



 
 
 
 

 

•  Article 26 is not absolute 

 The court clarified that ‘in matters of religion’, right to management is a 

guaranteed fundamental right under Article 26 (b) 

 But in respect of properties, the right to administer properties under 

Article 26 (c) is to be exercised in ‘pursuant with law’. 

 Thus, the state is entitled to regulate administration of religious or temple 

properties by means of validly enacted law. 

Bharat Air Fiber Services 

• The Bharat Air Fiber services are introduced by BSNL as part of Digital 

India initiates by the GoI. 

• It aims to provide wireless connectivity in the range of 20 KMs from the 

BSNL Locations. 

• It provides internet connectivity upto 100 Mbps speed. 

• It is completely wireless and offers broadband up to 10Mbps up to a 

distance of 5 Kms. 

• These services are special and different from other operators as BSNL is 

providing unlimited free voice calling. 

• Customers at remote places also will be benefitted as BSNL comes with the 

cheapest services with the support of Telecom Infrastructure Partners (TIPs). 

TOPIC-2 

EV battery recycling in India: an opportunity for change 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Background 

• Electric vehicles (EV) are a part of the new normal as the global 

transportation sector undergoes a paradigm shift, with a clear preference 

towards cleaner and greener vehicles. 

• Like its western counterparts and China, India has pushed the mandate for 

EVs as well, through schemes such as Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of 

Hybrid and Electric Vehicles (FAME) I and FAME II. 

• EV sales in the country are expected to grow annually at a compound 

annual growth rate of 35 per cent till 2026, according to a market survey by 

news daily Economic Times. 

Powering the EVs 

• Initially, EVs were powered with lead-acid batteries. Lithium-ion batteries 

that include other chemical moieties like cobalt, graphite and nickel now 

form the heart of an EV. 

• At the end of the battery lifespan, what remains is battery waste, 

comprising enormous amounts of chemicals such as cobalt, electrolytes, 

lithium, manganese oxide and nickel. 

Latent threats to India 

• India, at present, is underprepared for the sheer volume of EV battery waste 

expected in the coming decade. 

• Most of our e-waste is dumped in landfills. 

• Further, we do not have adequate legislation that can prevent illegal 

dumping of spent lithium batteries. 



 
 
 
 

 

• This sets a dangerous precedent, as India can potentially become a lithium 

waste dumpsite for not just waste from domestic EVs, but also from import 

of spent batteries. 

There is a legal loophole 

• The most recent legislations - the E-waste (Management and Handling) 

Rules, 2011, E-waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 2016 and E-waste 

(Management) Amendment Rules, 2018 - evolved considerably in terms of 

the range of materials. 

• They do not, however, include a cohesive set of rules for the safe disposal 

of EV batteries. 

• Li-ion batteries, thus, find no mention, in any framework for end-of-life 

treatment or recycling. 

Threats posed by un-recycled batteries 

• The batteries constitute substances that - if not recycled or treated in a 

proper fashion - can cause harm to both the environment and humans. 

• Further, lithium itself spontaneously reacts with moisture and can lead to 

major landfill explosions. 

Global precedence over batteries regulation: 

Several nations are ahead of the curve and have mandated legislations that 

deal with battery recycling and treatment: 

(1) EU Batteries Directive 

• The Batteries Directive was issued by the European Union to minimize the 

negative impact of batteries and accumulators on the environment. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The Batteries directive broke down the different stages of the process of 

collection and recycling of waste batteries and issued directions on how each 

of these must be performed. 

(2) Germany 

• Germany puts a legal obligation on producers to collect their products from 

the consumer and deposit them in containers managed by the GRS Batterien 

Foundation. 

• It is set up by leading battery manufactures and the German Electrical and 

Electronics Industry Association in 1998. 

• It ensures collected waste is segregated and sorted according to 

electrochemical composition - leading to efficient extraction of materials that 

can be recovered and recycled. 

(3) Japan 

• The Japan Battery Recycling Center (JBRC), established in 2004, is a 

producer-responsibility organization that helps keep the process of recycling 

waste batteries going. 

• Consumers and offices - that use technology running on batteries - 

discharge delivery to collection sites placed with retailers who register with 

the JBRC as co-operation shops for recycling. 

• The collection sites facilitated segregation of the batteries by providing four 

different types of labels for four different types of batteries. 

Where does India stand among these? 

• The Indian e-waste legal regime underwent a tremendous change over time 

and has only recently embraced EPR and collection of e-waste. 



 
 
 
 

 

• A lack of clear scientific guidelines and regulations tailor-made for li-ion 

batteries, however, leads to poor return of investments in setting up recycling 

units, as it is a capital-intensive initiative. 

• In October 2019, the framing of a much-awaited recycling policy was 

proposed by the Union government. 

• It is, however, still awaited. The first step to creating a circular economy 

for EV batteries is to expand our laws to include li-ion battery chemistries. 

We are late but not the last 

• Large quantities of EV battery waste presented a unique opportunity to 

nurture a domestic recycling industry, which is currently in its infancy. 

• The process of recycling can help recover up to half the valuable metals, 

including aluminum, cobalt, copper, lithium, manganese and nickel, which 

can then be used for secondary applications. 

• Tata Chemicals Ltd, for example, commissioned a li-ion battery recycling 

plant in Maharashtra in 2019. 

Way forward 

• Governments must take a proactive stance when it comes to the 

development of batteries that cause less harm to the environment. 

• There must be an extended producer responsibility (EPR) mechanism that 

ensured manufacturers of batteries to bear a legal obligation of their products 

being safely recycled and disposed of. 

________________________________________ 



 
 
 
 

 

Back2Basics: Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric 

Vehicles 

FAME I 

• In this phase, market creation through demand incentives was aimed at 

incentivizing all vehicle segments i.e. 2-Wheelers, 3-Wheelers Auto, 

Passenger 4-Wheeler vehicles, Light Commercial Vehicles and Buses. 

• The demand incentive was available to buyers of EV in the form of an 

upfront reduced purchase price to enable wider adoption. 

FAME II 

• This phase will mainly focus on supporting electrification of public & 

shared transportation, and aims to support through subsidies 7000 e-Buses, 5 

lakh e-3 Wheelers, 55000 e-4 Wheeler Passenger Cars and 10 lakh e-2 

Wheelers. 

• The scheme will be applicable mainly to vehicles used for public transport 

or those registered for commercial purposes in e-3W, e-4W and e-bus 

segments. 

• However, privately-owned registered-2W will also be covered under the 

scheme as a mass segment. 

• In addition, the creation of charging infrastructure will be supported in 

selected cities and along major highways to address range anxiety among 

users of electric vehicles. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-3 

INST (Institute of Nano Science & Technology) Scientists Develop 

simple economical nonsurgical prevention of cataract 

In News 

• A team of scientists from the Institute of Nano Science & Technology 

(INST) an autonomous institute under the Department of Science & 

Technology, Government of India has developed nanorods from the 

nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug (NSAID) aspirin, a popular medication 

used to reduce pain, fever, or inflammation and found it to be an effective 

non – invasive small molecule-based nanotherapeutics against cataract. 

About 

• A cataract is an opacification of the lens of the eye which leads to a 

decrease in vision. Cataracts often develop slowly and can affect one or 

both eyes. 

• Cataracts cause half of all cases of blindness and 33% of visual impairment 

worldwide. 

• India is a signatory to the World Health Organization resolution on Vision 

2020: The right to sight. 

• Efforts of all stakeholders have resulted in increased number of cataract 

surgeries performed in India, but the impact of these efforts on the 

elimination of avoidable blindness is unknown. 

What Are the Symptoms of Cataracts? 

Here are some vision changes you may notice if you have a cataract: 



 
 
 
 

 

• Having blurry vision 

• Seeing double (when you see two images instead of one) 

• Being extra sensitive to light 

• Having trouble seeing well at night, or needing more light when you read 

• Seeing bright colors as faded or yellow instead 

Conclusion: 

• Considering existing prevalence and projected incidence of cataract 

blindness over the period 2001-2020, visual outcomes after cataract surgery 

and sight restoration rate, elimination of cataract blindness may not be 

achieved by 2020 in India. 

TOPIC-4 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 

•  One-third of the way through the financial year, government data shows 

that the MGNREGA scheme has used up almost half its allocated funds. 

• Its spending has been more than ₹ 48,500 crores out of the expanded ₹ 1 

lakh crore allocations announced following the COVID-19 outbreak. 

About MGNREGA 

• The MGNREGA stands for Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act of 2005. 

• This is labor law and social security measure that aims to guarantee the 

'Right to Work'. 

• The act was first proposed in 1991 by P.V. Narasimha Rao. 



 
 
 
 

 

Its objectives 

• To increase the livelihood security of the rural poor by generating wage 

employment opportunities. 

• To create a rural asset base which would enhance productive ways of 

employment, augment and sustain a rural household income. 

Features of the Scheme 

• MGNREGA is unique in not only ensuring at least 100 days of 

employment to the willing unskilled workers, but also in ensuring an 

enforceable commitment on the implementing machinery i.e., the state 

governments, and providing a bargaining power to the labourers. 

• The failure of provision for employment within 15 days of the receipt of 

job application from a prospective household will result in the payment of 

unemployment allowance to the job seekers. 

• Employment is to be provided within 5 km of an applicant's residence, and 

minimum wages are to be paid. 

Thus, employment under MGNREGA is a legal entitlement. 

 

TOPIC-5 

Agarbatti Production 

Why in NEWS? 

• MSME Minister Nitin Gadkari Approves New Scheme to Make India 

Aatmanirbhar in Agarbatti Production. 



 
 
 
 

 

About 

• The program is named as Khadi Agarbatti Aatmanirbhar Mission. 

Objective 

• It is a unique employment generation program proposed by Khadi and 

Village Industries Commission (KVIC) to make India Aatmanirbhar in 

Agarbatti production. 

Aim 

• It aims at creating employment for unemployed and migrant workers in 

different parts of the country while increasing domestic Agarbatti production 

substantially. 

Investment Model 

• Developed on PPP mode is unique in the sense that in a very less 

investment, it will create sustainable employment and help private Agarbatti 

manufacturers to scale up Agarbatti production without any capital 

investment by them. 

• KVIC will provide Automatic Agarbatti making machines and powder 

mixing machines to the artisans through the successful private Agarbatti 

manufacturers who will sign the agreement as business partners. 

Vocal for Local 

• KVIC has decided to procure only locally made machines by Indian 

manufacturers which also aims at encouraging local production. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Subsidy 

• KVIC will provide 25% subsidy on the cost of the machines and will 

recover the remaining 75% of the cost from the artisans in easy installments 

every month. 

• The business partner will provide the raw material to the artisans for 

making agarbatti and will pay them wages on job work basis. 

• Cost of artisans' training will be shared between KVIC (75%) and the 

private business partner (25%). 

• Wages to the artisans will be provided by the business partners on weekly 

basis directly in their accounts through DBT only. 

• The scheme has been designed in wake of the two major decisions - import 

restriction on Raw Agarbatti and increase in import duty on Bamboo sticks - 

taken by the Ministry of Commerce and Ministry of Finance respectively on 

the initiative of Gadkari. 

TOPIC-6 

SpaceX’s Crew Dragon capsule ‘Endeavor’ 

  



 
 
 
 

 

Two NASA astronauts returned to Earth from the International Space Station 

(ISS) in a dramatic, retro-style splashdown, their capsule parachuting into the 

Gulf of Mexico to finish an unprecedented test flight. 

Crew Dragon 

• Crew Dragon is a part of the Dragon 2, a class of reusable spacecraft 

developed and manufactured by American aerospace manufacturer SpaceX. 

• It is the fifth class of US spacecraft to take human beings into orbit, after 

the Mercury, Gemini, Apollo and Space Shuttle programs. 

• The rocket, named Falcon 9, which carried the spaceship into the orbit, was 

also built by SpaceX. 

• It is done under the Demo-2 Mission of NASA and SpaceX. 

Demo-2: What is the mission? 

  

• The Demo-2 mission is part of NASA's Commercial Crew Program with 

the aim of developing reliable and cost-effective access to and from the ISS. 

• Essentially, the lift-off is a flight test to certify if SpaceX’s crew 

transportation system can be used to ferry crew to and from the space station 

regularly. 



 
 
 
 

 

What makes it a special event? 

• It was the first splashdown by U.S. astronauts in 45 years, with the first 

commercially built and operated spacecraft to carry people to and from orbit. 

• The last time NASA astronauts returned from space to water was on July 

24, 1975, in the Pacific to end a joint U.S.-Soviet mission known as Apollo-

Soyuz. 

• The return clears the way for possible tourist flights in the near future. 

Back2Basics: SpaceX 

• Space Exploration Technologies Corp., trading as SpaceX, is a private 

American aerospace manufacturer and space transportation services 

company headquartered in Hawthorne, California. 

• It was founded in 2002 by Elon Musk with the goal of reducing space 

transportation costs to enable the colonization of Mars. 

• It has developed several launch vehicles and the Dragon spacecraft. 

TOPIC-7 

What are Time Capsules? 

  



 
 
 
 

 

Ahead of the laying of the foundation stone for a temple, claims and denials 

have emerged about plans to put in a time capsule, or ‘Kaal Patra’. 

Do you know? 

A rubidium standard or rubidium atomic clock is the most inexpensive, 

compact, and widely produced atomic clock, used to control the frequency of 

television stations, cell phone base stations, in test equipment, and global 

navigation satellite systems like GPS. 

What is a Time Capsule? 

• It is a container of any size or shape, which accommodates documents, 

photos and artefacts typical of the current era and is buried underground, for 

future generations to unearth. 

• The time capsule requires special engineering so that the contents are 

decay, even if pulled out after a century. 

• Material such as aluminum and stainless steel are used for the encasing, 

and documents are often reproduced on acid-free paper. 

• While the term "time capsule" was coined in the 20th century, among the 

earliest examples of one dates back to 1777, found by historians inside the 

statue of Jesus Christ in Spain during its restoration. 

Considering a global society: 

International Time Capsule Society 

• The International Time Capsule Society (ITCS), based in the US and 

formed in 1990, is now defunct but continues estimating the number of time 

capsules in the world. 



 
 
 
 

 

• As per its database, there are "10,000-15,000 times capsules worldwide". 

Are there any time capsules in India? 

• There have been a number of prominent examples. 

• One time capsule, outside the Red Fort and placed underground in 1972 by 

then PM Indira Gandhi, was dug out by the subsequent government. 

• Other time capsules are at a school in Mumbai, IIT-Kanpur, LPU in 

Jalandhar, and Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar. 

• The Red Fort time capsule was supposed to be dug out after 1,000 years. 

Significance of time capsules 

• Historians often criticize the idea of being motivated. 

• This exercise is essentially a subjective exercise, geared towards 

glorification not to construct the real picture. 

• All historians look at this time capsule exercise with suspicion. 

• discussed not a valid historical method - who decides what matter, what 

artefacts, written documents are going into it? 

TOPIC-8 

National Transit Pass System (NTPS) 

Environment Minister has launched piloting of the National Transit Pass 

System for seamless movement of forest produce. 

About National Transit Pass System 



 
 
 
 

 

• The NTPS is an online system for issuing transit permits for timber, 

bamboo and other forest produce. 

• This system helps in monitoring and keeping records of transit permits for 

inter-state and intra-state transportation of timber and bamboo from private 

lands / government / private depot and other minor forest produce. 

• E-pass will be issued for transit through the desktop-based web portal as 

well as a mobile application. 

• It will bring ease of business and expedite the issuance of transit permits 

for timber, bamboo and other minor forest produce without physically going 

to forest offices. 

• It will be functional in Madhya Pradesh and Telangana for now on a pilot 

basis. 

TOPIC-9 

UK to Issue Coin in Honor of Mahatma Gandhi 

Context: 

• Britain is considering minting a coin to commemorate Mahatma Gandhi. 

• The idea is seen as part of efforts to celebrate achievements of people from 

the Black, Asian and other minority ethnic (BAME) communities. 

• As part of a global reassessment of history, colonialism and racism 

triggered by the death in May of a Black man, George Floyd, in the United 

States, some British institutions have begun re-examining their past 

Do you know? 



 
 
 
 

 

• Gandhiji's birthday, October 2, is observed as the International Day of Non-

Violence. 

• Black Lives Matter Protest is a movement in USA, against systemic 

violence meted out to the African American community 

TOPIC-10 

Electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network (eVIN) 

The eVIN has reached 32 States and Union Territories (UTs) and will soon 

be rolled out in the remaining states and UTs of Andaman & Nicobar 

Islands, Chandigarh, Ladakh and Sikkim. 

About eVIN 

• The eVIN is an innovative technological solution aimed at strengthening 

immunization supply chain systems across the country. 

• This is being implemented under the National Health Mission (NHM) by 

the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

• It aims to provide real-time information on vaccine stocks and flows, and 

storage temperatures across all cold chain points in the country. 

• This system has been used during the COVID pandemic for ensuring the 

continuation of the essential immunization services and protecting our 

children and pregnant mothers against vaccine-preventable diseases. 

Components of eVIN 

• eVIN combines state-of-the-art technology, a strong IT infrastructure and 

trained human resources to enable real-time monitoring of stock and storage 

temperature of the vaccines kept in multiple locations across the country. 



 
 
 
 

 

• At present, 23,507 cold chain points across 585 districts of 22 states and 2 

UTs routinely use the eVIN technology for efficient vaccine logistics 

management. 

Benefits of eVIN 

• It has helped create a big data architecture that generates actionable 

analytics encouraging data-driven decision-making and consumption-based 

planning. 

• It helps in achieving optimum stocks of vaccines leading to cost savings. 

Vaccine availability at all times has increased to 99% in most health centers 

in India. 

• While instances of stock-outs have reduced by 80%, the time taken to 

replenish stocks has also decreased by more than half, on an average. 

• This has ensured that every child who reaches the immunization session 

site is immunized, and not turned back due to unavailability of vaccines. 

 

 


