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Understanding text and context of National 

Education Policy 
 

 

Paper 2- Issues in National Education Policy 

Context of scepticism 

• The New Education Policy is a forward-looking framework for transforming Indian 
education. 
• But the past record on implementation of polity raises the concern that the New 
Education Policy should not turn out to be just “another document”. 
• Also, the emphasis in the document on critical thinking and free inquiry is entirely well 
placed. 
• But universities are being intimidated into political and cultural conformity. 
• The document lays down objectives; the strategy has yet to come. 
Walking the tightrope 
• On the language issue it prefers the long-standing recommendation of primary 
education in the mother tongue. 
• But does not categorically recommend curb English. 
• On the basic architecture of delivery, policy does not show an inclination towards public 
or private education both in school and higher education. 
School education: Most promising part 



 
 
 
 

 

• The policy focuses on early child development, learning outcomes, different forms of 

assessment, holistic education, and, recognizes the centrality of teacher and teacher 

education. 

• The document recognizes that "the very highest priority of the education system will be 

to achieve universal foundational numeracy and literacy." 

• The suggestions for school education are ambitious, centered on the students, cater to 

their pedagogical diversity, and take on board the world of knowledge as it is now 

emerging. 

Multidisciplinary education 

• The document mentions the word multidisciplinary a bit too much, without explicating 

what it means. 

• One way of thinking about this is not in terms of multiple subjects. 

• It is reorienting education from disciplinary content to modes of inquiry that allow 

students to access a wide variety of disciplines. 

Two concerns 

1) Flexibility issue 

• Under the policy, students might need different exit options. 

• But it is unclear if the diploma or early exit options all be made available within a single 

institution, or different institutions. 

• If it is within single institutions, this will be a disaster. 

• Because structuring a curriculum for a classroom that has both one-year diploma and 

four-year degree students takes away from the identity of the institution. 

• There is also a risk that without adequate financial support, the exercising of exit options 

will be determined by the financial circumstances of the student. 

• The flexibility offered through multidisciplinary education is against the principle that 

different institutions have a different characters and strengths. 

• A healthy education system will comprise of a diversity of institutions, not a forced multi-

disciplinarity. 

2) Issue of exams conundrum 



 
 
 
 

 

• The document rightly emphasizes that focus needs to shift from exams to learning. But it 

contradicts itself. 

• Exams are burdon because of competition and cost in terms of opportunities. 

• So the answer to the exam conundrum lies in the structure of opportunity. 

• This will require a less unequal society both in terms of access to quality institutions. 

• Exams are also necessary because in a low trust system people want objective measures 

of commensuration. 

• So the policy reintroduces exams back into the picture by recommending a national 

aptitude test. 

• But the idea that this will reduce coaching is wishful thinking, as all the evidence from 

the US and China is showing. 

Conclusion 

The policy is commendable for focussing on the right questions. But the hope is that with 

this our education policy can be transformed into a treat, not another trick. 

A.P. Governor clears Bill which provides for three 

capitals 

In news: 

• In a major turning point in the history of Andhra Pradesh, Governor gave his assent to 

the A.P. Decentralisation and Inclusive Development of All Areas and A.P. Capital Region 

Development Authority Repeal Bills 2020. 

• The clearance of the decentralization bill facilitates the development of Amaravati, 

Kurnool and Visakhapatnam as the Legislative, Judicial and Executive Capitals respectively. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Do you know? 

• The repeal of the Capital Region Development Authority Act (CRDA) paves the way 

for the formation of the Amaravati Metropolitan Region Development Authority. 

• The government is free now to give the 'three capitals' proposal a tangible shape 

Smart India Hackathon 

 

NEWS 

• PM Modi to interact with Smart India Hackathon finalists. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

ABOUT 

• Smart India Hackathon is a nationwide initiative to provide students with a platform 

to solve some of the pressing problems we face in our daily lives, and thus inculcate a 

culture of product innovation and a mindset of problem-solving. It has proved to be 

extremely successful in promoting out-of-the-box thinking in young minds. 

• This time, the Hackathon will focus on post Covid world and creating ways for Aatma 

Nirbhar Bharat. 

• THEME for SIH-2020- 'No problem is too big ... No idea is too small'. 

SMART INDIA HACKATHON 

• World's biggest open platform for the innovators or entrepreneurs of tomorrow to 
start today towards a smarter India. Smart features of SIH- 
• INGENIOUS: Harnessing creativity and expertise of students, academicians and 
visionaries 
• ENGAGING: Sparking institute-level hackathons, fueling imagination 
• FUTURISTIC: Building funnels for 'Start-up India' campaign 
• COLLABORATING: crowdsourcing intelligence for improving governance and quality 
of life 
• EMPOWERING: Enabling possibilities and enhancing opportunities for citizens to 
deliver innovative solutions to India’s daunting problems 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

• The Smart India Hackathon has emerged as a vibrant forum to ideate and innovate. 

Naturally, this time our youth would be focussing on the post-COVID world in their 

innovations, along with ways to create an Aatmanirbhar Bharat. 

Menstrual Hygiene Management National Guidelines, 2015 

GS Mains II and III - Children / Women welfare; Health / Social issue 

Context: 



 
 
 
 

 

• National Guidelines on Menstrual Hygiene Management was released by the 

Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation in 2015 

• It seeks to address every component of menstrual hygiene ranging from, raising 

awareness, addressing behavior change, creating a demand for better hygiene 

products, capacity building of frontline community cadre, sensitization of key 

stakeholders, convergence needed for effective outreach and intervention, creation of 

WASH facilities including safe disposal options, etc. 

Measures needed 

• The Guidelines should recognize sanitary napkins as an essential commodity, and to 

add it to the schedule of the Essential Commodity Act. 

• Maharashtra’s rural development department had initiated ASMITA scheme - to 

ensure that women and young adolescent girls in rural areas have access to quality and 

affordable sanitary napkins through a network of women SHGs. (Such schemes need 

effective implementation) 

• Vending machines for sanitary napkins should be set up across schools, colleges and 

other locations. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

1947 agreement Tripartite agreement 

GS Prelims and Mains II - India-Nepal relations; International relations 

About: 

• Tripartite agreement between the United Kingdom, India and Nepal was a treaty 

signed in 1947 concerning the rights of Gurkhas in military service. 

• In 1947, India became independent from the United Kingdom, and it was decided 

between the two governments to split the Gurkha regiments between the British and 

Indian armies - six Gurkha units became part of the new Indian Army, while four were 

transferred to the British Army. 

• As a part of this arrangement, it was agreed that Gurkhas in British and Indian service 

should enjoy broadly the same conditions of service, to ensure that there was no 

unfair advantage to serving in one or other, thus providing economic stability and 

social harmony in the Gurkha recruiting areas. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Thus, the governments of the United Kingdom, India and Nepal came to sign the 

Tripartite Agreement (TPA). 

Why in news? 

• Nepal Minister said 1947 pact on Gurkha soldiers have become redundant. 

• Gurkha veterans have been alleging that the U.K. has been discriminating against 

them. 

BeiDou Navigation Satellite System (BDS) 

NEWS 

• China completes BeiDou Navigation Satellite System (BeiDou-3) that could rival the 

US 'GPS. 

About 

• Beidou navigation satellite system is ready to provide global services, joining an elite 

group providing space-based systems comprising the US's GPS, Russia's GLONASS and 

the European Union's Galileo. 

• More than 100 countries including Pakistan and countries part of the Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI) are already using the system. 

BeiDou Navigation System (BNS) 

• BeiDou-3 is 3rd generation of the Chinese navigational system seen as rival to the 

US's Global Positioning System (GPS). 

• Beidou is named after the Big Dipper constellation which means magnetic Compass 

which was one of the Chinese major invention in the history which had revolutionized 

the sea voyages. 

• The system comprises a total of 35 satellites. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Applications: 

1.  Civilian services: navigation, messaging, transportation and weather forecasting 

sectors. 

2. . Military applications: ensure privacy for its military communications and missile 

launches by reducing the dependence on US operated GPS. 

India’s Navigation Satellite 

• India is developing its own navigation satellite system called the Indian Regional 

Navigation Satellite System. 

• IRNSS is an independent regional navigation satellite system being developed by 

India. 

• It is designed to provide accurate position information service to users in India as 

well as the region extending up to 1500 km from its boundary, which is its primary 

service area. 

War and talks: On Taliban ceasefire 

Context: 

The Taliban's decision to cease fire for three days during Id-ul-Adha 

Significance of the ceasefire: It has come as a relief for Afghans who have seen 

unabated violence despite a peace agreement between the insurgents and the U.S 

A Bad Precedent w.r.t Taliban Ceasefires 

• In June 2018 and May 2020, the Taliban had briefly ended hostilities to mark the end 

of the holy month of Ramzan. 

• On both occasions, it refused to extend the ceasefire, returning to war as soon as the 

celebrations were over. 

Is there a renewed hope that ceasefire will extend beyond festivities? 



 
 
 
 

 

• This time, however, hopes are high that the truce could be extended as Kabul and 

the insurgents are preparing to launch the intra-Afghan talks that were promised in the 

U.S.-Taliban deal (supposed to start in March 2020). 

What Stalled the Intra-Afghan Talks which were to begin in March 2020? 

• Preconditions not met: Both sides failed to reach an agreement on prisoner 

exchange, that was considered necessary for peace talks to begin as per US-Taliban 

deal 

 Infighting in Afghan Government 

• 2019 election results were contested by the main opposition candidate, Abdullah 

Abdullah, who formed a parallel administration –resulting in divided Afghan govt. 

• Abdulla Abdullah came back with Afghan govt. only after being appointed the head 

of the High Council for National Reconciliation that will lead talks with the Taliban. 

• Slow Progress of Deal: Finally, President Ghani decided to release 5,000 Taliban 

prisoners, which was followed by the Taliban’s ceasefire announcement. 

Challenges Ahead for Intra-Afghan Talks 

There are various loopholes in the US-Taliban deal which makes it harder for various 

stakeholders to reconcile 

• When the U.S. Entered into talks with the insurgent group, it did not insist on a 

ceasefire 

• So the Taliban continues to engage in war and talks simultaneously. 

• The Americans, badly looking for a way out of the conflict, kept the Afghan 

government out of the peace process, thus weakening their position 

• The onus was on a weakened Afghan government to start talks even as the Taliban 

continued attacks. 



 
 
 
 

 

Conclusion 

The Taliban’s ceasefire is an opportunity to kick-start intra-Afghan peace talks 

Myanmar Pushes Back Against BRI 

NEWS 

• Myanmar has decided to involve international partners in the Chinese funded mega 

Yangon City Project, a key pillar of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in the Southeast 

Asian country, marking another pushback against China. 

ABOUT 

• The Myanmar government has decided to open up the project for other foreign firms 

besides China Communications Construction Company (CCCC), as it is not keen that 

one single company dominates the mega project. 

• During Chinese President Xi Jinping’s visit to Myanmar early this year, the two sides 

had inked a letter of intent on the development of Yangon City, including the new city 

project. 

• The Yangon regional government-backed New Yangon Development Company 

(NYDC) initially signed a $ 1.5-billion framework agreement in 2018 with Beijing-based 

CCCC 

• The New Yangon City project is an element of the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor 

(CMEC), which is part of the BRI. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Belt and Road Initiative 

• The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) formerly known as One Belt One Road or 

OBOR for short, is a global infrastructure development strategy adopted by 

the Chinese government in 2013 to invest in nearly 70 countries and 

international organizations. 

• It is considered a centerpiece of Chinese Communist Party general 

secretary Xi Jinping's foreign policy. It was incorporated into the 

Constitution of the People's Republic of China in 2017 


