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ISSUES CITIES FACING IN INDIA 

Metropolitan cities of India suffers from various issues. This article analyses such issues and suggests some 

steps to deal with them. 

Inadequate public health infrastructure 
• India’s public health was particularly in 2018 was a mere 1.28% of GDP. 

• According to the World Bank, India’s out-of-pocket health was deliberately 62.4% in 2017, against the 

world average of 18.2%. 

• Manpower in the health sector is low with India’s doctor-population ratio being 1: 1,457 against WHO 

norm of 1: 1,000. 

Governance issues 

• Factors underlying city governance include spatial planning, municipal capacities, empowered mayors and 

councils and inter-agency coordination, and ward-level citizen participation. 

• Twenty-seven after the 74th Constitutional Amendment Act, these reform agendas continue to be slow in 

implementation. 

• India’s metropolitan cities have weak capacities in finance and staffing. 

• Bengaluru’s average percentage of own revenue to total is essentially 47.9%, Chennai 30.5%, Mumbai 

36.1% and Kolkata at 48.4%. 

• According to ASICS 2017, Mumbai has the highest number of officers per lakh population at 938 in the 

country. 

• Yet it is abysmally low compared to global cities such as Johannesburg with 2,922 and New York with 5,446 

officers per lakh population 

Limited powers of mayors 

• The leaders steering India’s metropolitan cities are toothless. 

• No big metropolitan cities with 10 million-plus population has a directly-elected Mayor. 

• Mumbai’s Mayor has a tenure of 2.5 years, Delhi and Bengaluru, a mere one year. 

• Mayors do not have full decision-making authority over critical functions of planning, housing, water, 

environment, fire and emergency services in most cases. 

• Our metropolitan cities are far from being local self-governments. 

• Parastatal agencies for planning, water and public transport report directly to state governments. 

• The State government also largely controls public works and police. 

• Globally, metropolitan cities are steered by a directly-elected leader. 

• Evolved examples include the Tokyo metropolitan government and recent experimental models such as 

combined authorities in the United Kingdom and Australia. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Suggestions 

• India needs home-grown solutions suited to its context and political realities while imbibing lessons on 

institutional design from global examples. 

• It is time the Central and State Governments lead efforts towards a metropolitan governance paradigm. 

• The first steps should include empowered Mayors with five-year tenure, decentralized ward level 

governance, and inter-agency coordination anchored by the city government. 

Lack of transparency, accountability and citizen participation 

• Transparent cities with institutional platforms encouraging citizen participation to improve urban 

democracy. 

• No metropolitan has functional ward committees and area sabhas. 

• An absence of citizen participation is worsened by poor transparency in finance and operations. 

• As per ASICS 2017, India’s big metropolitan cities on average score 3.04 / 10 in transparency, accountability 

and participation. 

Significance of smaller cities 

• A World Bank report notes that despite the emergence of smaller towns, the underlying character of 

India’s urbanization is “metropolitan”. 

• Under this metropolitan character, new towns emerge around existing large cities. 

• According to a McKinsey report, in 2012, 54 metropolitan cities and their hinterlands accounted for 40% of 

India’s GDP. 

• The report also estimates that by 2025, 69 metropolitan cities, combined with their hinterlands, will 

generate over half of India’s incremental GDP between 2012 and 2025. 

• Despite this, India is yet to begin an active discourse on cohesive metropolitan governance frameworks. 

• Studies by the center for policy research point that India’s spatial feature exhibits the growth of small 

towns beyond the economics of large agglomerations. 

• This indicates that while India’s urban vision should focus on its metropolitan cities to reap the benefit of 

scale, it implies ignore smaller cities. 

Conclusion 

India should use the current pandemic as an opportunity to introspect and reform the way its metropolises 

are governed. 

Back2Basics: ASICS 2017 

• The Annual Survey of India’s City-Systems (ASICS) 2017 evaluates quality of governance in cities, covering 

23 major cities in India across 20 states based on 89 questions. 

• Indian cities scored between 3.0 and 5.1 on 10, with Pune topping the charts for the first time. 

• Other cities that came in the top five include Kolkata, Thiruvananthapuram, Bhubaneswar and Surat, with 

scores in the range of 4.6 to 4.5. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

ANTI-DEFECTION LAW AND RELATED ISSUES 
A political party is trying to win back its defected MLAs in Rajasthan. This has raised a new question- 

"Does the anti-defection law apply here?" 

What does “merger” mean a / c to Tenth Schedule? 

• The Tenth Schedule of the Constitution prohibits defection to protect the stability of governments but 

does not prohibit mergers. 

• Paragraph 4 (2) of the Tenth Schedule, dealing with mergers, says that only when two-thirds of the 

members agree to "merge" the party would they exempt from disqualification. 

• The "merger" referred to in paragraph 4 (2) is seen as a legal fiction, where members are deemed to have 

merged for the purposes of being exempt from disqualification, rather than a merger in the true sense. 

The 'merger' Politics 

• The political party is arguing that a state unit of a national party cannot be merged without the party 

being merged at the national level. 

• However, the Tenth Schedule identifies this dichotomy between state units and national units. 

• As per paragraph 4 (2), “merger” of a party means merger of a legislative party of that house. 

• In this case, it would be the Rajasthan Legislative unit of the BSP and not the BSP at the national level. 

• Paragraph 1 of the Tenth Schedule which defines terms specified in the context of the anti-defection law 

states this clearly. 

• “Legislature Party” for the purposes of Paragraph 4 (which deals with mergers) means the group 

consisting of all the members of that House for the time being related to that political party in 

accordance with the said provisions. 

Role of Whip 

• Every legislative party identifies the party's whip at the beginning of the Assembly's term and conveys 

this to the Speaker. 

• A national leader's direction cannot be considered a whip in the context of the anti-defection law. 

On what grounds is the case-based? 

• The contention is that the merger is illegal and unconstitutional because, for a national party, such 

merger has to take place at the national level. 

• Supporting this argument, there are two decisions of the Supreme Court: the 2006 Jagjit Singh v State of 

Haryana, and the 2007 ruling in Rajendra Singh Rana and Ors vs Swami Prasad Maurya. 

• In these cases, the SC considered that the split cannot be recognized primarily because not all these MLAs 

split at once. 

• The key aspect is that these cases deal with splits where when one-third of the members of a legislative 

party split; they could not attract disqualification as per paragraph 3 of the Tenth Schedule. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Row over one-third 
• In 2003, through the 91st Constitutional Amendment, Paragraph 3 was deleted from the Tenth Schedule. 

• The amendment was made as the one-third split rule was grossly misused by parties to engineer divisions 

and indulge in horse-trading. 

• One-third was regarded as an easy target to achieve and the law now exempts defection only when it is at 

two-thirds (in a merger). 

Are there any such precedents? 

• In July 2019, 10 of the 15 one party's MLAs in Goa joined the other taking the ruling party's tally to 27 in 

the 40 member House. 

• Since they formed two-thirds of the strength of the legislative party unit, they are exempt from 

disqualification. 

• However, the Speaker's decision not to disqualify them is under challenge before the Supreme Court. 

• Equally in Telangana in 2016, two years after the 12 out of 15 of MLAs joined the ruling party. 

• The Speaker recognized the defection as a merger since more than two-thirds had moved. 

Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) REPORT 2020 
The CHRI has released a report on "Eradicating Modern Slavery: An assessment of Commonwealth 

Government Progress". 

About the report 

The report was released on the occasion of World Day Against Trafficking in Persons by the Commonwealth 

Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) and an international anti-slavery organization Walk Free. 

Highlights of the report 

• The report assessed the progress made by Commonwealth countries on the promises made in 2018 to end 

modern slavery by 2030 and achieve the SDGs of ending forced labor, human trafficking and child labor. 

• The report found that one-third of the commonwealth countries had criminalized forced marriage, while 

23 had not criminalized commercial sexual exploitation of children. 

• Commonwealth countries have made little progress towards their commitment to eradicate modern 

slavery by 2030. 

• One in every 150 people in the commonwealth is living in conditions of modern slavery. 

• Out of 54 countries, only four engage with business to investigate supply chains, and all countries report 

gaps in victim assistance programs 

• None of the Asian countries in the group had implemented laws against forced labor in supply chains. 

India is the worst performer 

• India had fared the worst in terms of coordination with no national coordinating body or National Action 

Plan in place. 



 
 
 
 

 

• India, like all other Commonwealth countries in Asia, had not ratified the International Labor 

Organization's 2011 Domestic Workers Convention or the 2014 Forced Labor Protocol. 

• The report said India accounted for one-third of all child brides in the world. 

• Despite being the largest country in the region, India has the weakest response on national coordination, 

with no national coordinating body or National Action Plan in place. 

Back2Basics: Commonwealth of Nations 

 
• The Commonwealth of Nations is an intergovernmental organization of 53 member states that are mostly 

former territories of the British Empire. 

• It dates back to the first half of the 20th century with the decolonization of the British Empire through 

increased self-governance of its territories. 

• It was originally created as the British Commonwealth of Nation through the Balfour Declaration at the 

1926 Imperial Conference, and formalized by the UK through the Statute of Westminster in 1931. 

• The current body was formally constituted by the London Declaration in 1949, which modernized the 

community, and established the member states as “free and equal”. 

• The symbol of this free association is Queen Elizabeth II, who is the Head of the Commonwealth. 

• The Queen is head of state of 16 member states, known as the Commonwealth realms, while 32 other 

members are republics and five others have different monarchs. 

• Member has no legal obligations to one another. Instead, they are united by language, history, culture and 

their shared values of democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) 

• It is an independent, non-partisan & nonprofit international NGO which works towards the practical 

realization of human rights in the countries of the Commonwealth. 

• It was founded in 1987 and is headquartered at New Delhi. 



 
 
 
 

 

• CHRI's objectives are to promote awareness and adherence to the commonwealth's Harare Declaration, to 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, to other internationally recognized human rights instruments. 

• The organization specializes in transparency and accountability issues, with a focus on access to justice and 

access to information. 

• The organization mainly works in South Asia, East Africa, and Ghana region. 

What is Black Rain? 

Science Tech Art Culture 
Ahead of the 75th anniversary of Hiroshima, a Japanese court has recognized 84 survivors of the post-nuclear 

explosion "black rain" as the atomic bomb survivors. This would enable them to avail free medical benefits. 

What is Black Rain? 
• An estimated 69 per cent of the buildings in Hiroshima were destroyed by the atomic bomb. 

• The debris and soot from this, mixed with the radioactive fallout from the bomb, raised high into the 

atmosphere in the form of a mushroom cloud. 

• This material combined with the vapor in the atmosphere and came down as dark drops of liquid that have 

been called black rain. 

• Survivors of the black rain described it as consisting of large, greasy drops that are much heavier than 

normal raindrops. 

• It is full of highly radioactive material, and studies have shown that exposure to it can result in serious 

illnesses. 

What was its effect? 
• A study conducted in the year 1945 itself showed that black rain had come down as far as 29 km away 

from ground zero. 

• The rain contaminated everything it came in contact with, and dead fish were reported floating in water 

bodies and severely ill cattle were seen lying in the fields. 

• It has caused acute radiation symptoms (ARS) in many who were exposed to it, with reports of people 

suffering from nausea and diarrhoea for weeks. 

• Other ARS include fever, sore throat and loss of hair. Over time, many people who were exposed to black 

rain have developed cancer. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Pratihara style of architecture: 
ART AND CULTURE 

 

Context: 
A rare late ninth century stone statue of Lord Shiva, which was stolen from a temple in Rajasthan and 

smuggled to the UK, will be returned to the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). 

 Key facts: 
1. The stone Nataraj / Natesha murti, in "chatura pose with jatamakuta and trinetra" and almost four-feet-tall, 

is a rare depiction of Lord Shiva in the Prathihara style. 

2. It is a rare sandstone idol. 

3. It is originally from the Ghateswara Temple at Baroli, Rajasthan. 

Pratihara empire: 

The Gurjara-Pratiharas, also known as the Pratihara Empire, accounted for much of Northern India from the 

mid-7th to the 11th century. 

They were instrumental in containing Arab armies moving east of the Indus River. 

Nagabhata I defeated the Arab army under Junaid and Tamin during the Caliphate campaigns in India. 

Architecture: 

Gurjara-Pratihara are known for their sculptures, carved panels and open pavilion style temples. 

The greatest development of their style of temple building was at Khajuraho, now a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Perseverance- NASA's mission to Mars: 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
Context: 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has launched its Mars 2020 Perseverance rover aboard 

a United Launch Alliance Atlas V. 

1. The launch took place from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida. 

This is the third launch to Mars this month, following the UAE’s Hope and China’s Tianwen-1 spacecraft. 

Key facts: 

1. The rover’s Mars arrival is set for 18, 2021. 

2. The mission is planned to last for at least one Mars year, which works out to about 687 days on Earth (it 

takes longer for Mars to go around the sun). 

3. Landing site: Jezero crater. 

4. Perseverance is loaded with seven instruments chosen to help it achieve its mission objectives. 

 

Why is this mission significant? 

1. Perseverance will carry a unique instrument, MOXIE or Mars Oxygen ISRU Experiment: which for the first 

time will manufacture molecular oxygen on Mars using carbon dioxide from the carbon-dioxide-rich 

atmosphere (ISRU means In Situ Resource Utilization: or the use of local resources to meet human needs 

or requirements of the spacecraft). 

2. It will carry Ingenuity, the first ever helicopter to fly on Mars. This is the first time NASA will fly a 

helicopter on another planet or satellite. 

3. It is the planned first step to bring back rock samples from Mars for analysis in sophisticated laboratories 

on Earth: with the goal of looking for biosignatures: or signatures of present or past life. 

These are some of the key mission objectives: 



 
 
 
 

 

1. Look for signs of ancient microbial life. 

2. Collect Martian rock and dust samples for later return to Earth. 

3. Deliver an experimental helicopter. 

4. Study the climate and geology of Mars. 

5. Demonstrate technology for future Mars missions. 

What is the reason for the near-term interest in Mars? 
1. Mars is located in the very near backyard (about 200 million km away). 

2. It is a planet that humans can aspire to visit or to stay for a longer duration. 

3. Mars had flowing water and an atmosphere in the distant past: and perhaps conditions to support life. 

4. In the near term, the increase in interest related to Mars is because of Elon Musk's plans for commercial 

travel. 

Background: 
1. NASA has been sending rovers on Mars since 1997 when the Mars Pathfinder Mission was started. 

2. As the mission turned out to be successful, NASA decided to continue going to Mars to find evidence. 

3. Second time, the space organization sent twin rovers, Spirit and Opportunity to Mars in 2003. 

4. The third attempt was by sending Curiosity in 2012. 

SOME BASIC FACTS 
Article 239A (4) of the Constitution: 

Context: Lt Governor Anil Baijal has reversed the Delhi cabinet's decision to reject the Delhi Police's panel of 

lawyers for the riots cases in the High Court and the Supreme Court. 

L-G used his special powers under Article 239A (4) of the Constitution to overturn the cabinet's decision. 

1. Under this article, the Delhi government is bound to follow the L-G’s orders. 

Gandhi-King Scholarly Exchange Initiative Act: 

Context: US House panel passes bill to promote legacies of Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr. 

It was authored by John Lewis, the civil rights leader Democratic member of the House who passed away last 

week. 

Key provisions: 

1. It will establish annual scholar and student exchange programs for Indians and Americans to study the 

leaders' legacies and visit historic sites in India and the U.S., relevant to the India’s freedom struggle and the 

U.S.’s civil rights movement. 

2. The bill also seeks to establish the Gandhi-King Global Academy, a conflict resolution initiative based on the 

principles of nonviolence. 

3. It proposes the establishment of the United States-India Gandhi-King Development Foundation set up by the 

U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and the government of India, organized under Indian law. 



 
 
 
 

 

AIM-iCREST: 

It is an incubator capabilities enhancement program for a robust ecosystem for creating high-performance 

start-ups. 

Atal Innovation Mission has launched the program in collaboration with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

and the Wadhwani Foundation. 

1. Under the initiative, AIM’s incubators are set to be upscaled and provided requisite support to foster the 

incubation enterprise economy, which will help them to significantly enhance their performance. 

2. It will also provide training to entrepreneurs through technology-driven platforms and processes. 



 
 
 
 

 

Understanding text and context of National 

Education Policy 
 

 

Paper 2- Issues in National Education Policy 

Context of scepticism 

• The New Education Policy is a forward-looking framework for transforming Indian 
education. 
• But the past record on implementation of polity raises the concern that the New 
Education Policy should not turn out to be just “another document”. 
• Also, the emphasis in the document on critical thinking and free inquiry is entirely well 
placed. 
• But universities are being intimidated into political and cultural conformity. 
• The document lays down objectives; the strategy has yet to come. 
Walking the tightrope 
• On the language issue it prefers the long-standing recommendation of primary 
education in the mother tongue. 
• But does not categorically recommend curb English. 
• On the basic architecture of delivery, policy does not show an inclination towards public 
or private education both in school and higher education. 
School education: Most promising part 



 
 
 
 

 

• The policy focuses on early child development, learning outcomes, different forms of 

assessment, holistic education, and, recognizes the centrality of teacher and teacher 

education. 

• The document recognizes that "the very highest priority of the education system will be 

to achieve universal foundational numeracy and literacy." 

• The suggestions for school education are ambitious, centered on the students, cater to 

their pedagogical diversity, and take on board the world of knowledge as it is now 

emerging. 

Multidisciplinary education 

• The document mentions the word multidisciplinary a bit too much, without explicating 

what it means. 

• One way of thinking about this is not in terms of multiple subjects. 

• It is reorienting education from disciplinary content to modes of inquiry that allow 

students to access a wide variety of disciplines. 

Two concerns 

1) Flexibility issue 

• Under the policy, students might need different exit options. 

• But it is unclear if the diploma or early exit options all be made available within a single 

institution, or different institutions. 

• If it is within single institutions, this will be a disaster. 

• Because structuring a curriculum for a classroom that has both one-year diploma and 

four-year degree students takes away from the identity of the institution. 

• There is also a risk that without adequate financial support, the exercising of exit options 

will be determined by the financial circumstances of the student. 

• The flexibility offered through multidisciplinary education is against the principle that 

different institutions have a different characters and strengths. 

• A healthy education system will comprise of a diversity of institutions, not a forced multi-

disciplinarity. 

2) Issue of exams conundrum 



 
 
 
 

 

• The document rightly emphasizes that focus needs to shift from exams to learning. But it 

contradicts itself. 

• Exams are burdon because of competition and cost in terms of opportunities. 

• So the answer to the exam conundrum lies in the structure of opportunity. 

• This will require a less unequal society both in terms of access to quality institutions. 

• Exams are also necessary because in a low trust system people want objective measures 

of commensuration. 

• So the policy reintroduces exams back into the picture by recommending a national 

aptitude test. 

• But the idea that this will reduce coaching is wishful thinking, as all the evidence from 

the US and China is showing. 

Conclusion 

The policy is commendable for focussing on the right questions. But the hope is that with 

this our education policy can be transformed into a treat, not another trick. 

A.P. Governor clears Bill which provides for three 

capitals 

In news: 

• In a major turning point in the history of Andhra Pradesh, Governor gave his assent to 

the A.P. Decentralisation and Inclusive Development of All Areas and A.P. Capital Region 

Development Authority Repeal Bills 2020. 

• The clearance of the decentralization bill facilitates the development of Amaravati, 

Kurnool and Visakhapatnam as the Legislative, Judicial and Executive Capitals respectively. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Do you know? 

• The repeal of the Capital Region Development Authority Act (CRDA) paves the way 

for the formation of the Amaravati Metropolitan Region Development Authority. 

• The government is free now to give the 'three capitals' proposal a tangible shape 

Smart India Hackathon 

 

NEWS 

• PM Modi to interact with Smart India Hackathon finalists. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

ABOUT 

• Smart India Hackathon is a nationwide initiative to provide students with a platform 

to solve some of the pressing problems we face in our daily lives, and thus inculcate a 

culture of product innovation and a mindset of problem-solving. It has proved to be 

extremely successful in promoting out-of-the-box thinking in young minds. 

• This time, the Hackathon will focus on post Covid world and creating ways for Aatma 

Nirbhar Bharat. 

• THEME for SIH-2020- 'No problem is too big ... No idea is too small'. 

SMART INDIA HACKATHON 

• World's biggest open platform for the innovators or entrepreneurs of tomorrow to 
start today towards a smarter India. Smart features of SIH- 
• INGENIOUS: Harnessing creativity and expertise of students, academicians and 
visionaries 
• ENGAGING: Sparking institute-level hackathons, fueling imagination 
• FUTURISTIC: Building funnels for 'Start-up India' campaign 
• COLLABORATING: crowdsourcing intelligence for improving governance and quality 
of life 
• EMPOWERING: Enabling possibilities and enhancing opportunities for citizens to 
deliver innovative solutions to India’s daunting problems 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

• The Smart India Hackathon has emerged as a vibrant forum to ideate and innovate. 

Naturally, this time our youth would be focussing on the post-COVID world in their 

innovations, along with ways to create an Aatmanirbhar Bharat. 

Menstrual Hygiene Management National Guidelines, 2015 

GS Mains II and III - Children / Women welfare; Health / Social issue 

Context: 



 
 
 
 

 

• National Guidelines on Menstrual Hygiene Management was released by the 

Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation in 2015 

• It seeks to address every component of menstrual hygiene ranging from, raising 

awareness, addressing behavior change, creating a demand for better hygiene 

products, capacity building of frontline community cadre, sensitization of key 

stakeholders, convergence needed for effective outreach and intervention, creation of 

WASH facilities including safe disposal options, etc. 

Measures needed 

• The Guidelines should recognize sanitary napkins as an essential commodity, and to 

add it to the schedule of the Essential Commodity Act. 

• Maharashtra’s rural development department had initiated ASMITA scheme - to 

ensure that women and young adolescent girls in rural areas have access to quality and 

affordable sanitary napkins through a network of women SHGs. (Such schemes need 

effective implementation) 

• Vending machines for sanitary napkins should be set up across schools, colleges and 

other locations. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

1947 agreement Tripartite agreement 

GS Prelims and Mains II - India-Nepal relations; International relations 

About: 

• Tripartite agreement between the United Kingdom, India and Nepal was a treaty 

signed in 1947 concerning the rights of Gurkhas in military service. 

• In 1947, India became independent from the United Kingdom, and it was decided 

between the two governments to split the Gurkha regiments between the British and 

Indian armies - six Gurkha units became part of the new Indian Army, while four were 

transferred to the British Army. 

• As a part of this arrangement, it was agreed that Gurkhas in British and Indian service 

should enjoy broadly the same conditions of service, to ensure that there was no 

unfair advantage to serving in one or other, thus providing economic stability and 

social harmony in the Gurkha recruiting areas. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Thus, the governments of the United Kingdom, India and Nepal came to sign the 

Tripartite Agreement (TPA). 

Why in news? 

• Nepal Minister said 1947 pact on Gurkha soldiers have become redundant. 

• Gurkha veterans have been alleging that the U.K. has been discriminating against 

them. 

BeiDou Navigation Satellite System (BDS) 

NEWS 

• China completes BeiDou Navigation Satellite System (BeiDou-3) that could rival the 

US 'GPS. 

About 

• Beidou navigation satellite system is ready to provide global services, joining an elite 

group providing space-based systems comprising the US's GPS, Russia's GLONASS and 

the European Union's Galileo. 

• More than 100 countries including Pakistan and countries part of the Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI) are already using the system. 

BeiDou Navigation System (BNS) 

• BeiDou-3 is 3rd generation of the Chinese navigational system seen as rival to the 

US's Global Positioning System (GPS). 

• Beidou is named after the Big Dipper constellation which means magnetic Compass 

which was one of the Chinese major invention in the history which had revolutionized 

the sea voyages. 

• The system comprises a total of 35 satellites. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Applications: 

1.  Civilian services: navigation, messaging, transportation and weather forecasting 

sectors. 

2. . Military applications: ensure privacy for its military communications and missile 

launches by reducing the dependence on US operated GPS. 

India’s Navigation Satellite 

• India is developing its own navigation satellite system called the Indian Regional 

Navigation Satellite System. 

• IRNSS is an independent regional navigation satellite system being developed by 

India. 

• It is designed to provide accurate position information service to users in India as 

well as the region extending up to 1500 km from its boundary, which is its primary 

service area. 

War and talks: On Taliban ceasefire 

Context: 

The Taliban's decision to cease fire for three days during Id-ul-Adha 

Significance of the ceasefire: It has come as a relief for Afghans who have seen 

unabated violence despite a peace agreement between the insurgents and the U.S 

A Bad Precedent w.r.t Taliban Ceasefires 

• In June 2018 and May 2020, the Taliban had briefly ended hostilities to mark the end 

of the holy month of Ramzan. 

• On both occasions, it refused to extend the ceasefire, returning to war as soon as the 

celebrations were over. 

Is there a renewed hope that ceasefire will extend beyond festivities? 



 
 
 
 

 

• This time, however, hopes are high that the truce could be extended as Kabul and 

the insurgents are preparing to launch the intra-Afghan talks that were promised in the 

U.S.-Taliban deal (supposed to start in March 2020). 

What Stalled the Intra-Afghan Talks which were to begin in March 2020? 

• Preconditions not met: Both sides failed to reach an agreement on prisoner 

exchange, that was considered necessary for peace talks to begin as per US-Taliban 

deal 

 Infighting in Afghan Government 

• 2019 election results were contested by the main opposition candidate, Abdullah 

Abdullah, who formed a parallel administration –resulting in divided Afghan govt. 

• Abdulla Abdullah came back with Afghan govt. only after being appointed the head 

of the High Council for National Reconciliation that will lead talks with the Taliban. 

• Slow Progress of Deal: Finally, President Ghani decided to release 5,000 Taliban 

prisoners, which was followed by the Taliban’s ceasefire announcement. 

Challenges Ahead for Intra-Afghan Talks 

There are various loopholes in the US-Taliban deal which makes it harder for various 

stakeholders to reconcile 

• When the U.S. Entered into talks with the insurgent group, it did not insist on a 

ceasefire 

• So the Taliban continues to engage in war and talks simultaneously. 

• The Americans, badly looking for a way out of the conflict, kept the Afghan 

government out of the peace process, thus weakening their position 

• The onus was on a weakened Afghan government to start talks even as the Taliban 

continued attacks. 



 
 
 
 

 

Conclusion 

The Taliban’s ceasefire is an opportunity to kick-start intra-Afghan peace talks 

Myanmar Pushes Back Against BRI 

NEWS 

• Myanmar has decided to involve international partners in the Chinese funded mega 

Yangon City Project, a key pillar of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in the Southeast 

Asian country, marking another pushback against China. 

ABOUT 

• The Myanmar government has decided to open up the project for other foreign firms 

besides China Communications Construction Company (CCCC), as it is not keen that 

one single company dominates the mega project. 

• During Chinese President Xi Jinping’s visit to Myanmar early this year, the two sides 

had inked a letter of intent on the development of Yangon City, including the new city 

project. 

• The Yangon regional government-backed New Yangon Development Company 

(NYDC) initially signed a $ 1.5-billion framework agreement in 2018 with Beijing-based 

CCCC 

• The New Yangon City project is an element of the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor 

(CMEC), which is part of the BRI. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Belt and Road Initiative 

• The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) formerly known as One Belt One Road or 

OBOR for short, is a global infrastructure development strategy adopted by 

the Chinese government in 2013 to invest in nearly 70 countries and 

international organizations. 

• It is considered a centerpiece of Chinese Communist Party general 

secretary Xi Jinping's foreign policy. It was incorporated into the 

Constitution of the People's Republic of China in 2017 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

Bharat Air Fiber Services 

 

 The Union Ministry of Communications has inaugurated "Bharat Air Fiber 

Services" at Akola in Maharashtra. 

Bharat Air Fiber Services 

• The Bharat Air Fiber services are introduced by BSNL as part of Digital 

India initiates by the GoI. 

• It aims to provide wireless connectivity in the range of 20 KMs from the 

BSNL Locations. 

• It provides internet connectivity upto 100 Mbps speed. 

• It is completely wireless and offers broadband up to 10Mbps up to a 

distance of 5 Kms. 



 
 
 
 

 

• These services are special and different from other operators as BSNL is 

providing unlimited free voice calling. 

• Customers at remote places also will be benefitted as BSNL comes with 

the cheapest services with the support of Telecom Infrastructure Partners 

(TIPs). 

TOPIC-2 

Hoolock gibbons 

 

 Hoolock Gibbons, the only species of apes found in India, are threatened 

with extinction in the Ukhrul and Kamjong districts of Manipur, a report has 

claimed. 

Hoolock gibbons 

• The two districts used to be covered with dense, tropical rainforests, 

which provided ideal tree canopies for the arboreal, brachiating ape 

species. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Rampant deforestation for timber, forest fires and indiscriminate hunting 

had led to the decline in their population. 

• Without the tree canopies, the gibbons cannot swing from branch to 

branch and stake out their territories. 

• They also cannot adapt to living on the ground and cannot bear the high 

temperatures brought about by the loss of green cover. 

Conservation status (a / c to WWF India) 

• The gibbon has a much wider range, as it is found in all the states of the 

north-east, restricted between the south of the Brahmaputra River and east 

of the Dibang River. 

• Outside India, it is found in eastern Bangladesh and north-west Myanmar. 

• The eastern hoolock gibbon inhabits specific pockets of Arunachal 

Pradesh and Assam in India, and southern China and north-east Myanmar. 

• Of the two, the western hoolock is listed as Endangered in the IUCN 

Redlist, while the eastern hoolock is listed as Vulnerable. 

TOPIC-3 

Dhole and thier significance 

  



 
 
 
 

 

Karnataka, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh rank high in the conservation 

of dhole in India, according to a new study. 

Dhole 

• The dhole is a canid native to Central, South, East Asia, and Southeast 

Asia. 

• India perhaps supports the largest number of dholes, with key populations 

found in three landscapes - Western Ghats, Central India and Northeast 

India. 

• It is a highly social animal, living in large clans without rigid dominance 

hierarchies and containing multiple breeding females. 

• It is listed as 'Endangered' by the IUCN as populations are decreasing and 

are estimated at fewer than 2,500 adults. 

• Factors expected to this decline include habitat loss, loss of prey, 

competition with other species, persecution due to livestock predation and 

disease transfer from domestic dogs. 

Their importance 

• Dholes play an important role as apex predators in forest ecosystems. 

• Besides the tiger, the dhole is the only large carnivore in India that is 

under IUCN’s ‘endangered’ category. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

TOPIC-4 

Galapagos islands 

 

Chinese ships are frequently entering Ecuador's waters for commercial 

fishing near the Galapagos Islands. 

The Galapagos Islands 

• Renowned worldwide for its unique species, the islands host a wide array 

of aquatic wildlife, including marine iguanas, fur seals, and waved 

albatrosses. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The giant tortoises found here - ‘Galápagos’ in old Spanish– give the 

islands its name. 

• Ecuador made a part of the Galapagos a wildlife sanctuary in 1935, and 

the sanctuary became the Galapagos National Park in 1959. 

• In 1978, the islands became UNESCO's first World Heritage Site. 

• It was here that the British naturalist Charles Darwin made key 

observations in 1835 that shaped his theory of evolution. Darwin described 

the islands as a “world in itself”. 

TOPIC-5 

William jones 

  



 
 
 
 

 

William jones 

• William Jones was appointed as a judge on the Supreme Court of 

Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, 

• In the next couple of years, Jones established himself as an authority on 

ancient Indian language and culture, a field of study that was hitherto 

untouched. 

• He is particularly known for his proposition of the existence of a 

relationship among European and Indo-Aryan languages, which he coined as 

Indo-European. 

• He is also credited for improving the Asiatic Society of Bengal in the year 

1784. 

His linguistic studies 

• Jones' was the first to suggest that Sanskrit, Greek and Latin languages 

had a common root and that indeed they may all be further related, in turn, 

to Gothic and the Celtic languages, as well as to Persian. 

• He also suggested that Sanskrit ‘was introduced to India by conquerors 

from other kingdoms in some very remote age’ displacing ‘the pure Hindi’ 

of north India 

• His claim rested on the evidence of several Sanskrit words that had 

similarities with Greek and Latin. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Some examples of his propositions 

• As he studied the languages further, it became clearer that apart from 

Greek and Latin, Sanskrit words could be found in most other European 

languages. 

• For instance, the Sanskrit word for 'three', that is 'trayas', is similar to the 

Latin 'tres' and the Greek 'treis'. Similarly, the Sanskrit for 'snake', is 'sarpa', 

which shares a phonetic link with 'serpens' in Latin. 

• For instance, 'mata' or mother in Sanskrit, is 'mutter' in German. 'Dan' or 

'to give' in Sanskrit is 'donor' in Spanish. 

TOPIC-6 

Contempt of court 

 

 Contempt of court, as a concept is back in the news after the proceeding by 

the Supreme Court of India, on its own motion, against a senior Delhi-based 

advocate-activist. 

What is Contempt of Court? 



 
 
 
 

 

• It seeks to protect judicial institutions from motivated attacks and 

unwarranted criticism, and as a legal mechanism to punish those who lower 

its authority. 

How did the concept of contempt come into being? 

• The concept of contempt of court is several centuries old. 

• In England, it is a common law principle that seeks to protect the judicial 

power of the king, initially exercised by him, and later by a panel of judges 

who acted in his name. 

• Violation of the judges' orders was considered an affront to the king 

himself. 

• Over time, any kind of disobedience to judges, or obstruction of the 

implementation of their directives, or comments and actions that showed 

disrespect towards them came to be punishable. 

What is the statutory basis for contempt of court? 

• There were pre-independence laws of contempt in India. Besides the early 

High Courts, the courts of some princely states also had such laws. 

• When the Constitution was adopted, contempt of court was made one of 

the restrictions on freedom of speech and expression. 

• Separately, Article 129 of the Constitution conferred on the Supreme 

Court the power to punish contempt of itself. 

• Article 215 conferred a similar power on the High Courts. 

• The Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, gives statutory backing to the idea. 

What are the kinds of contempt of court? 



 
 
 
 

 

The law codifying contempt classifies it as civil and criminal. 

• Civil contempt is fairly simple. It is committed when someone willfully 

disobeys a court order or wilfully breaches an undertaking given to the 

court. However, Criminal contempt is more complex. 

• It consists of three forms:  
(a) words, written or spoken, signs and actions that "scandalize" or "tend to 
scandalize" or "lower" or "tends to lower" the authority of any court  
(b) prejudices or interferes with any judicial proceeding and  
(c) interferes with or obstructs the administration of justice. 
• The rationale for this provision is that the courts must be protected from 
tendentious attacks that lower its authority, defame its public image and 
make the public lose faith in its impartiality. 
• The punishment for contempt of court is simple imprisonment for a term 

up to six months and / or a fine of up to ₹. 2,000. 

What does not account to contempt? 

• Fair and accurate reporting of judicial proceedings will not amount to 

contempt of court. 

• Nor is any fair criticism on the merits of a judicial order after a case is 

heard and disposed of. 

Is truth a defense against a contempt charge? 

• For many years, the truth was seldom considered a defense against a 

charge of contempt. 



 
 
 
 

 

• There was an impression that the judiciary tended to hide any misconduct 

among its individual members in the name of protecting the image of the 

institution. 

• The Act was amended in 2006 to introduce truth as a valid defense if it 

was in the public interest and was invoked in a bonafide 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

The significance of the Char Dham board verdict 

Context: The Uttarakhand High Court on July 21 upheld the 

constitutionality of the Uttarakhand Char Dham Devasthanam Management 

Board Act, 2019 

Uttarakhand Char Dham Devasthanam Management Act, 2019. 

• The Act entrusted management of Char Dham temples to a Board whose 

chairman and members are, by and large, nominated by the State 

Government. 

• Two of the Chardham temples in Uttarakhand, Shri Badrinath and Shri 

Kedarnath temples, were, prior to the 2019 Act coming into force, under the 

control and management of a managing committee constituted under the U.P. 

Shri Badrinath and Shri Kedarnath Temples Act, 1939. 

• This 1939 Act was repealed by the 2019 Act. 

• The 2019 Act brings within its ambit the Gangotri and Yamunotri Dhams 

also. 

Challenged in Court of Law 

• The act was challenged on the ground that it violates articles 14, 25, 26 and 

31-A of the Constitution of India 

• It was alleged that the 2019 Act divests ownership of its properties from the 

temple, and vests it in the board controlled by government 

What were the major issues which was explained in this Judgement? 



 
 
 
 

 

• Precedence of upholding similar laws: 

 Such laws are in place for a number of temples such as Jagannath Puri 

(1955), Vaishno Devi (1988), Shrinathji at Nathdwara (1959), 

Mahakal at Ujjain (1982), Kashi Vishwanath (1983), and Tirupati 

Balaji temple ( 1987). 

 All these acts were upheld by the Courts of India 

• Distinction between religious and Secular activities: 

 Offerings (of money, fruits, flowers or any other thing) are given to the 

deity, religious practice ends with these offerings. 

 The collection and distribution of these offerings for the maintenance 

and upkeep of temple are secular activities 

• Char dhams does belong to any religious denomination 

 The Supreme Court in Nar Hari Sastri and others vs Shri Badrinath 

Temple Committee (1952) had already held Badrinath to be a public 

temple of Hindus and not confined to any family or denomination. 

 Also, SC held that secular activities of these temples can be regulated 

by the state. 

 The Court explicitly stated that the legislature is not bound to 

demonstrate mismanagement of temples while enacting such laws. 

 Regulation of religious practices / administration is not specific to 

Hinduism 

 There are as many as 27 waqf laws and the Shiromani Gurudwara 

Parbandhak Committee Act too was enacted in 1925. 

 In the latest judgment, Chief Justice Ranganathan observed that it is not 

necessary that the legislature should make a law uniformly applicable 

to all religious institutions 



 
 
 
 

 

•  Article 26 is not absolute 

 The court clarified that ‘in matters of religion’, right to management is a 

guaranteed fundamental right under Article 26 (b) 

 But in respect of properties, the right to administer properties under 

Article 26 (c) is to be exercised in ‘pursuant with law’. 

 Thus, the state is entitled to regulate administration of religious or temple 

properties by means of validly enacted law. 

Bharat Air Fiber Services 

• The Bharat Air Fiber services are introduced by BSNL as part of Digital 

India initiates by the GoI. 

• It aims to provide wireless connectivity in the range of 20 KMs from the 

BSNL Locations. 

• It provides internet connectivity upto 100 Mbps speed. 

• It is completely wireless and offers broadband up to 10Mbps up to a 

distance of 5 Kms. 

• These services are special and different from other operators as BSNL is 

providing unlimited free voice calling. 

• Customers at remote places also will be benefitted as BSNL comes with the 

cheapest services with the support of Telecom Infrastructure Partners (TIPs). 

TOPIC-2 

EV battery recycling in India: an opportunity for change 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Background 

• Electric vehicles (EV) are a part of the new normal as the global 

transportation sector undergoes a paradigm shift, with a clear preference 

towards cleaner and greener vehicles. 

• Like its western counterparts and China, India has pushed the mandate for 

EVs as well, through schemes such as Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of 

Hybrid and Electric Vehicles (FAME) I and FAME II. 

• EV sales in the country are expected to grow annually at a compound 

annual growth rate of 35 per cent till 2026, according to a market survey by 

news daily Economic Times. 

Powering the EVs 

• Initially, EVs were powered with lead-acid batteries. Lithium-ion batteries 

that include other chemical moieties like cobalt, graphite and nickel now 

form the heart of an EV. 

• At the end of the battery lifespan, what remains is battery waste, 

comprising enormous amounts of chemicals such as cobalt, electrolytes, 

lithium, manganese oxide and nickel. 

Latent threats to India 

• India, at present, is underprepared for the sheer volume of EV battery waste 

expected in the coming decade. 

• Most of our e-waste is dumped in landfills. 

• Further, we do not have adequate legislation that can prevent illegal 

dumping of spent lithium batteries. 



 
 
 
 

 

• This sets a dangerous precedent, as India can potentially become a lithium 

waste dumpsite for not just waste from domestic EVs, but also from import 

of spent batteries. 

There is a legal loophole 

• The most recent legislations - the E-waste (Management and Handling) 

Rules, 2011, E-waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 2016 and E-waste 

(Management) Amendment Rules, 2018 - evolved considerably in terms of 

the range of materials. 

• They do not, however, include a cohesive set of rules for the safe disposal 

of EV batteries. 

• Li-ion batteries, thus, find no mention, in any framework for end-of-life 

treatment or recycling. 

Threats posed by un-recycled batteries 

• The batteries constitute substances that - if not recycled or treated in a 

proper fashion - can cause harm to both the environment and humans. 

• Further, lithium itself spontaneously reacts with moisture and can lead to 

major landfill explosions. 

Global precedence over batteries regulation: 

Several nations are ahead of the curve and have mandated legislations that 

deal with battery recycling and treatment: 

(1) EU Batteries Directive 

• The Batteries Directive was issued by the European Union to minimize the 

negative impact of batteries and accumulators on the environment. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The Batteries directive broke down the different stages of the process of 

collection and recycling of waste batteries and issued directions on how each 

of these must be performed. 

(2) Germany 

• Germany puts a legal obligation on producers to collect their products from 

the consumer and deposit them in containers managed by the GRS Batterien 

Foundation. 

• It is set up by leading battery manufactures and the German Electrical and 

Electronics Industry Association in 1998. 

• It ensures collected waste is segregated and sorted according to 

electrochemical composition - leading to efficient extraction of materials that 

can be recovered and recycled. 

(3) Japan 

• The Japan Battery Recycling Center (JBRC), established in 2004, is a 

producer-responsibility organization that helps keep the process of recycling 

waste batteries going. 

• Consumers and offices - that use technology running on batteries - 

discharge delivery to collection sites placed with retailers who register with 

the JBRC as co-operation shops for recycling. 

• The collection sites facilitated segregation of the batteries by providing four 

different types of labels for four different types of batteries. 

Where does India stand among these? 

• The Indian e-waste legal regime underwent a tremendous change over time 

and has only recently embraced EPR and collection of e-waste. 



 
 
 
 

 

• A lack of clear scientific guidelines and regulations tailor-made for li-ion 

batteries, however, leads to poor return of investments in setting up recycling 

units, as it is a capital-intensive initiative. 

• In October 2019, the framing of a much-awaited recycling policy was 

proposed by the Union government. 

• It is, however, still awaited. The first step to creating a circular economy 

for EV batteries is to expand our laws to include li-ion battery chemistries. 

We are late but not the last 

• Large quantities of EV battery waste presented a unique opportunity to 

nurture a domestic recycling industry, which is currently in its infancy. 

• The process of recycling can help recover up to half the valuable metals, 

including aluminum, cobalt, copper, lithium, manganese and nickel, which 

can then be used for secondary applications. 

• Tata Chemicals Ltd, for example, commissioned a li-ion battery recycling 

plant in Maharashtra in 2019. 

Way forward 

• Governments must take a proactive stance when it comes to the 

development of batteries that cause less harm to the environment. 

• There must be an extended producer responsibility (EPR) mechanism that 

ensured manufacturers of batteries to bear a legal obligation of their products 

being safely recycled and disposed of. 

________________________________________ 



 
 
 
 

 

Back2Basics: Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric 

Vehicles 

FAME I 

• In this phase, market creation through demand incentives was aimed at 

incentivizing all vehicle segments i.e. 2-Wheelers, 3-Wheelers Auto, 

Passenger 4-Wheeler vehicles, Light Commercial Vehicles and Buses. 

• The demand incentive was available to buyers of EV in the form of an 

upfront reduced purchase price to enable wider adoption. 

FAME II 

• This phase will mainly focus on supporting electrification of public & 

shared transportation, and aims to support through subsidies 7000 e-Buses, 5 

lakh e-3 Wheelers, 55000 e-4 Wheeler Passenger Cars and 10 lakh e-2 

Wheelers. 

• The scheme will be applicable mainly to vehicles used for public transport 

or those registered for commercial purposes in e-3W, e-4W and e-bus 

segments. 

• However, privately-owned registered-2W will also be covered under the 

scheme as a mass segment. 

• In addition, the creation of charging infrastructure will be supported in 

selected cities and along major highways to address range anxiety among 

users of electric vehicles. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-3 

INST (Institute of Nano Science & Technology) Scientists Develop 

simple economical nonsurgical prevention of cataract 

In News 

• A team of scientists from the Institute of Nano Science & Technology 

(INST) an autonomous institute under the Department of Science & 

Technology, Government of India has developed nanorods from the 

nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug (NSAID) aspirin, a popular medication 

used to reduce pain, fever, or inflammation and found it to be an effective 

non – invasive small molecule-based nanotherapeutics against cataract. 

About 

• A cataract is an opacification of the lens of the eye which leads to a 

decrease in vision. Cataracts often develop slowly and can affect one or 

both eyes. 

• Cataracts cause half of all cases of blindness and 33% of visual impairment 

worldwide. 

• India is a signatory to the World Health Organization resolution on Vision 

2020: The right to sight. 

• Efforts of all stakeholders have resulted in increased number of cataract 

surgeries performed in India, but the impact of these efforts on the 

elimination of avoidable blindness is unknown. 

What Are the Symptoms of Cataracts? 

Here are some vision changes you may notice if you have a cataract: 



 
 
 
 

 

• Having blurry vision 

• Seeing double (when you see two images instead of one) 

• Being extra sensitive to light 

• Having trouble seeing well at night, or needing more light when you read 

• Seeing bright colors as faded or yellow instead 

Conclusion: 

• Considering existing prevalence and projected incidence of cataract 

blindness over the period 2001-2020, visual outcomes after cataract surgery 

and sight restoration rate, elimination of cataract blindness may not be 

achieved by 2020 in India. 

TOPIC-4 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 

•  One-third of the way through the financial year, government data shows 

that the MGNREGA scheme has used up almost half its allocated funds. 

• Its spending has been more than ₹ 48,500 crores out of the expanded ₹ 1 

lakh crore allocations announced following the COVID-19 outbreak. 

About MGNREGA 

• The MGNREGA stands for Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act of 2005. 

• This is labor law and social security measure that aims to guarantee the 

'Right to Work'. 

• The act was first proposed in 1991 by P.V. Narasimha Rao. 



 
 
 
 

 

Its objectives 

• To increase the livelihood security of the rural poor by generating wage 

employment opportunities. 

• To create a rural asset base which would enhance productive ways of 

employment, augment and sustain a rural household income. 

Features of the Scheme 

• MGNREGA is unique in not only ensuring at least 100 days of 

employment to the willing unskilled workers, but also in ensuring an 

enforceable commitment on the implementing machinery i.e., the state 

governments, and providing a bargaining power to the labourers. 

• The failure of provision for employment within 15 days of the receipt of 

job application from a prospective household will result in the payment of 

unemployment allowance to the job seekers. 

• Employment is to be provided within 5 km of an applicant's residence, and 

minimum wages are to be paid. 

Thus, employment under MGNREGA is a legal entitlement. 

 

TOPIC-5 

Agarbatti Production 

Why in NEWS? 

• MSME Minister Nitin Gadkari Approves New Scheme to Make India 

Aatmanirbhar in Agarbatti Production. 



 
 
 
 

 

About 

• The program is named as Khadi Agarbatti Aatmanirbhar Mission. 

Objective 

• It is a unique employment generation program proposed by Khadi and 

Village Industries Commission (KVIC) to make India Aatmanirbhar in 

Agarbatti production. 

Aim 

• It aims at creating employment for unemployed and migrant workers in 

different parts of the country while increasing domestic Agarbatti production 

substantially. 

Investment Model 

• Developed on PPP mode is unique in the sense that in a very less 

investment, it will create sustainable employment and help private Agarbatti 

manufacturers to scale up Agarbatti production without any capital 

investment by them. 

• KVIC will provide Automatic Agarbatti making machines and powder 

mixing machines to the artisans through the successful private Agarbatti 

manufacturers who will sign the agreement as business partners. 

Vocal for Local 

• KVIC has decided to procure only locally made machines by Indian 

manufacturers which also aims at encouraging local production. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Subsidy 

• KVIC will provide 25% subsidy on the cost of the machines and will 

recover the remaining 75% of the cost from the artisans in easy installments 

every month. 

• The business partner will provide the raw material to the artisans for 

making agarbatti and will pay them wages on job work basis. 

• Cost of artisans' training will be shared between KVIC (75%) and the 

private business partner (25%). 

• Wages to the artisans will be provided by the business partners on weekly 

basis directly in their accounts through DBT only. 

• The scheme has been designed in wake of the two major decisions - import 

restriction on Raw Agarbatti and increase in import duty on Bamboo sticks - 

taken by the Ministry of Commerce and Ministry of Finance respectively on 

the initiative of Gadkari. 

TOPIC-6 

SpaceX’s Crew Dragon capsule ‘Endeavor’ 

  



 
 
 
 

 

Two NASA astronauts returned to Earth from the International Space Station 

(ISS) in a dramatic, retro-style splashdown, their capsule parachuting into the 

Gulf of Mexico to finish an unprecedented test flight. 

Crew Dragon 

• Crew Dragon is a part of the Dragon 2, a class of reusable spacecraft 

developed and manufactured by American aerospace manufacturer SpaceX. 

• It is the fifth class of US spacecraft to take human beings into orbit, after 

the Mercury, Gemini, Apollo and Space Shuttle programs. 

• The rocket, named Falcon 9, which carried the spaceship into the orbit, was 

also built by SpaceX. 

• It is done under the Demo-2 Mission of NASA and SpaceX. 

Demo-2: What is the mission? 

  

• The Demo-2 mission is part of NASA's Commercial Crew Program with 

the aim of developing reliable and cost-effective access to and from the ISS. 

• Essentially, the lift-off is a flight test to certify if SpaceX’s crew 

transportation system can be used to ferry crew to and from the space station 

regularly. 



 
 
 
 

 

What makes it a special event? 

• It was the first splashdown by U.S. astronauts in 45 years, with the first 

commercially built and operated spacecraft to carry people to and from orbit. 

• The last time NASA astronauts returned from space to water was on July 

24, 1975, in the Pacific to end a joint U.S.-Soviet mission known as Apollo-

Soyuz. 

• The return clears the way for possible tourist flights in the near future. 

Back2Basics: SpaceX 

• Space Exploration Technologies Corp., trading as SpaceX, is a private 

American aerospace manufacturer and space transportation services 

company headquartered in Hawthorne, California. 

• It was founded in 2002 by Elon Musk with the goal of reducing space 

transportation costs to enable the colonization of Mars. 

• It has developed several launch vehicles and the Dragon spacecraft. 

TOPIC-7 

What are Time Capsules? 

  



 
 
 
 

 

Ahead of the laying of the foundation stone for a temple, claims and denials 

have emerged about plans to put in a time capsule, or ‘Kaal Patra’. 

Do you know? 

A rubidium standard or rubidium atomic clock is the most inexpensive, 

compact, and widely produced atomic clock, used to control the frequency of 

television stations, cell phone base stations, in test equipment, and global 

navigation satellite systems like GPS. 

What is a Time Capsule? 

• It is a container of any size or shape, which accommodates documents, 

photos and artefacts typical of the current era and is buried underground, for 

future generations to unearth. 

• The time capsule requires special engineering so that the contents are 

decay, even if pulled out after a century. 

• Material such as aluminum and stainless steel are used for the encasing, 

and documents are often reproduced on acid-free paper. 

• While the term "time capsule" was coined in the 20th century, among the 

earliest examples of one dates back to 1777, found by historians inside the 

statue of Jesus Christ in Spain during its restoration. 

Considering a global society: 

International Time Capsule Society 

• The International Time Capsule Society (ITCS), based in the US and 

formed in 1990, is now defunct but continues estimating the number of time 

capsules in the world. 



 
 
 
 

 

• As per its database, there are "10,000-15,000 times capsules worldwide". 

Are there any time capsules in India? 

• There have been a number of prominent examples. 

• One time capsule, outside the Red Fort and placed underground in 1972 by 

then PM Indira Gandhi, was dug out by the subsequent government. 

• Other time capsules are at a school in Mumbai, IIT-Kanpur, LPU in 

Jalandhar, and Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar. 

• The Red Fort time capsule was supposed to be dug out after 1,000 years. 

Significance of time capsules 

• Historians often criticize the idea of being motivated. 

• This exercise is essentially a subjective exercise, geared towards 

glorification not to construct the real picture. 

• All historians look at this time capsule exercise with suspicion. 

• discussed not a valid historical method - who decides what matter, what 

artefacts, written documents are going into it? 

TOPIC-8 

National Transit Pass System (NTPS) 

Environment Minister has launched piloting of the National Transit Pass 

System for seamless movement of forest produce. 

About National Transit Pass System 



 
 
 
 

 

• The NTPS is an online system for issuing transit permits for timber, 

bamboo and other forest produce. 

• This system helps in monitoring and keeping records of transit permits for 

inter-state and intra-state transportation of timber and bamboo from private 

lands / government / private depot and other minor forest produce. 

• E-pass will be issued for transit through the desktop-based web portal as 

well as a mobile application. 

• It will bring ease of business and expedite the issuance of transit permits 

for timber, bamboo and other minor forest produce without physically going 

to forest offices. 

• It will be functional in Madhya Pradesh and Telangana for now on a pilot 

basis. 

TOPIC-9 

UK to Issue Coin in Honor of Mahatma Gandhi 

Context: 

• Britain is considering minting a coin to commemorate Mahatma Gandhi. 

• The idea is seen as part of efforts to celebrate achievements of people from 

the Black, Asian and other minority ethnic (BAME) communities. 

• As part of a global reassessment of history, colonialism and racism 

triggered by the death in May of a Black man, George Floyd, in the United 

States, some British institutions have begun re-examining their past 

Do you know? 



 
 
 
 

 

• Gandhiji's birthday, October 2, is observed as the International Day of Non-

Violence. 

• Black Lives Matter Protest is a movement in USA, against systemic 

violence meted out to the African American community 

TOPIC-10 

Electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network (eVIN) 

The eVIN has reached 32 States and Union Territories (UTs) and will soon 

be rolled out in the remaining states and UTs of Andaman & Nicobar 

Islands, Chandigarh, Ladakh and Sikkim. 

About eVIN 

• The eVIN is an innovative technological solution aimed at strengthening 

immunization supply chain systems across the country. 

• This is being implemented under the National Health Mission (NHM) by 

the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

• It aims to provide real-time information on vaccine stocks and flows, and 

storage temperatures across all cold chain points in the country. 

• This system has been used during the COVID pandemic for ensuring the 

continuation of the essential immunization services and protecting our 

children and pregnant mothers against vaccine-preventable diseases. 

Components of eVIN 

• eVIN combines state-of-the-art technology, a strong IT infrastructure and 

trained human resources to enable real-time monitoring of stock and storage 

temperature of the vaccines kept in multiple locations across the country. 



 
 
 
 

 

• At present, 23,507 cold chain points across 585 districts of 22 states and 2 

UTs routinely use the eVIN technology for efficient vaccine logistics 

management. 

Benefits of eVIN 

• It has helped create a big data architecture that generates actionable 

analytics encouraging data-driven decision-making and consumption-based 

planning. 

• It helps in achieving optimum stocks of vaccines leading to cost savings. 

Vaccine availability at all times has increased to 99% in most health centers 

in India. 

• While instances of stock-outs have reduced by 80%, the time taken to 

replenish stocks has also decreased by more than half, on an average. 

• This has ensured that every child who reaches the immunization session 

site is immunized, and not turned back due to unavailability of vaccines. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Imparting education to tribals in their languages 

About: 

• The new National Education Policy lays emphasis on mother tongue-based 

instructions up to Class 5. 

• Tribal communities and Odisha state will be at advantage if above 

provision is implemented effectively. 

• Although it is easy to prescribe local language as medium of instructions up 

to Class 5, it is very difficult to implement it. 

Unique position 

• Odisha occupies a unique position in the tribal map of India. 

• Odisha has most diverse tribal communities. It is home to 62 different tribal 

communities including 13 particularly vulnerable tribal groups (PVTGs). 

• Tribes in Odisha speak around 21 languages and 74 dialects. 

Do you know? 

• Odisha has been working on multilingual education (MLE) for more than 

past two decades. 

• Academy of Tribal Language and Culture in collaborate with Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes Research and Training Institute (SCSTRTI) is 

probably the only institute in entire country which has prepared 

supplementary readers in 21 tribal languages for Class 1 to 3. 

• Santhali, a tribal language, has been included in the Eighth Schedule of the 

Constitution. 



 
 
 
 

 

Self reliance in defense is a national imperative 

Conttext 

Following China‘s stance of open belligerence towards India, making war 

preparedness a top priority. It is against this backdrop, the Defense 

Production and Export Promotion Policy 2020 was unveiled. 

Key features 

• It aims for domestic output worth ₹ 1.75 trillion of aerospace and defense 

goods and services by 2025. 

• Of which exports is aimed at ₹ 35,000 crore. 

• It has various strategic initiatives that would aid the indigenous 

development of modern weaponry from hypersonic missiles and ace sensors 

to stealth submarines and fly-by-wire fighter jets. 

Why India lacks indigenous capacity 

• If India‘s dependence on foreign suppliers of armaments was not for lack of 

trying. 

• Our Defense Research and Development Organization (DRDO) exists for 

this very purpose. 

• DRDO scientists claim success in several projects, including the Tejas 

design. 

• But decisions on procurements for our armed forces are made through a 

complex process — involving service chiefs, technocrats and politicians — 

that ends up favoring foreign purchases. 

• This is this convenient, as off-the-shelf wares are readily available abroad. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The finer details of defense deals are usually confidential, after all, and the 

payments are huge. 

• By one estimate, India was the third largest military spender in 2019, with a 

bill of over $ 71 billion, after the US and China. 

Issues and Challenges in partnership with private players 

• So far, efforts to get our private sector into the act have not fared too well, 

despite all our schemes to attract them. 

• Long-drawn out acquisition processes may be partly to blame for this. 

• Companies are apprehensive of investment without an assurance of a ready 

market. 

• But by the time their prototypes are tested and approved for induction by 

our forces, they risk being outmoded by advances made abroad. 

• In the US, spin-offs from defense research have been behind many 

technological innovations of everyday utility. 

• So, the knowledge acquired in defense research has the potential to benefit 

the other sectors as well. 

Conclusion 

If a big push for ―made in India‖ defense systems calls an entire ecosystem 

of experiments, ideas and technical wizardry into being, it could help our 

economy leap ahead too. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

MGNREGS running out of funds 

About MGNREGA 

• It stands for Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 

2005 

• It guarantees 100 days of wage employment in a financial year to a rural 

household whose adult members (at least 18 years of age) volunteer to do 

unskilled work. 

• It has unique legal architecture of being demand-driven, and not budget 

constrained. 

• It is social security and labor law that aims to enforce the 'right to work'. 

• It has provision for unemployment allowance, when the state cannot 

provide work 

• Agriculture and allied activities constitute more than 65% of the works 

taken up under the program. 

• MGNREGA has helped build rural infrastructure through approximately 10 

crore families. 

Problems facing MGNREGA 

• Governments capping its financial resources and turning it into supply-

based programme 

• Workers had begun to lose interest in working under it because of the 

inordinate delays in wage payments. 



 
 
 
 

 

• With very little autonomy, gram panchayats found its implementation 

cumbersome 

• As a result, over the last few years, MGNREGA had begun to face an 

existential crisis. 

New concerns: 

• The scheme has already used up almost half its allocated funds. 

• It spent more than ₹ 48,500 crore out of the expanded ₹ 1 lakh crore 

allocation announced (during COVID outbreak) 

• In several Gram Panchayats, the approved projects have already been 

exhausted. 

• A number of gram panchayats in vulnerable areas have already exhausted 

their funds for the scheme. 

Measures needed: 

• Center should allocate another ₹ 1 lakh crore to the scheme 

• It has to double the permitted work limit to 200 days per household. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Reforms driven agenda for the modernization of railways 

Significance of railways 

• Its route spans about 68000 km. 

• It employs over 1.2 mn people and generates approximately Rs 2 lakh cr 

annually. 

• So, a major contributor to jobs, GDP, and mobility. 

• Efficient and optimal use of the railways could further add up to 1% to GDP. 

Adopting PPP model 

• The time has come to modernize the Indian Railways, make it world-class, 

and a key driver of the country‘s growth. 

• To do so, India must involve the best resources via PPP to bring in the latest 

technology, leading practices, and efficiencies. 

• PPP has been actively deployed as a mechanism in Europe and Japan. 

Two initiatives of Indian Railways involving PPP model 

1. Operation of trains on selected route 

• Indian Railways' proposal features a list of 109 pairs of routes through 151 

trains to private operators. 

• Proposed routes include Delhi – Mumbai, Delhi – Chennai, Mumbai – 

Chennai, and others. 

• PPP operators are expected to finance, procure, operate, and maintain the 

allocated trains. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The concession period will be for 35 years. 

Advantages 

• The initiative will bring in cutting-edge, technologically advanced rolling 

stock, shorter journey times, enhanced job growth, better safety, and best-

in-class service standards. 

• It will bridge the demand-and-supply deficit for passengers. 

• The PPP investment is expected to be in the range of Rs 30,000 cr — in a 

make in India – led growth strategy. 

• Encouraging domestic manufacturing of rolling stock, these projects will also 

create direct and indirect employment. 

2. Redevelopment of railway stations 

• Initially, 50 stations will be bid out and funded through land monetization as 

well as user charges. 

• The modernization and redevelopment of stations will be conducted primarily 

through Indian Railway Stations Development Corporation Limited, Rail 

Land Development Authority and other central government entities. 

• The PPP basis is under the Design, Build, Finance, Operate and Transfer 

model. 

• It entails utilizing the potential of real estate for excess land and air space in 

and around the stations for development through PPP. 

• The 50 big stations have been planned to be bid out through the PPP route 

aimed at bringing in investments exceeding Rs 50,000–60,000 crores. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Challenges involved in the adoption of PPP model 

• One of the primary challenges will be independence of adjudication in 

disputes. 

• Other issues will be the pricing strategy to remain competitive yet stay 

profitable, given the competition through air, road, and to some extent, 

water transport. 

• An independent regulator could go a long way towards allaying concerns of 

equitable treatment of PPP operators and ought to be considered strongly. 

Conclusion 

The introduction of PPP in Railways is a welcome step and can lead to the 

kind of reforms that can help transform India and make it a global leader. 

Militarizing Andamans: The costs and the benefits 

Context: The Ladakh stand-off with China has catalysed India‘s efforts to 

strengthen its military presence at the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (ANI) 

• The idea of militarizing the Andaman Islands purchased new. 

• Since the 1980s, Indian commentators & policy makers have advocated 

building strategic muscle at the ANI to fully exploit the strategic position of 

ANI 

Recent Steps taken by India in ANI 

• New Delhi has moved to expedite plans for basing additional military 

forces, including facilities for additional warships, aircraft, and infantry 

soldiers at the strategically-located Andaman Islands. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Naval air stations INS Kohassa in Shibpur and INS Baaz in Campbell Bay 

are having their runways extended to support operations by large aircrafts 

• A 10-year infrastructure development ―roll-on‖ plan - pegged at Rs 5,000 

crores - is on the fast-track. 

What is the Strategic significance of ANI? 

• Close to Malacca Strait: ANI spans 450 nautical miles in a roughly north-

south configuration and is adjacent to the western entrance to the Malacca 

Strait, which is a major Indian Ocean choke point 

• Links Two Subcontinents: Geopolitically, the ANI connects South Asia 

with South-East Asia. While the northernmost point of the archipelago is 

only 22 nautical miles from Myanmar, the southernmost point, Indira Point, 

is a mere 90 nautical miles from Indonesia. 

• Dominating Position: The islands dominate the Bay of Bengal, the Six 

Degree and the Ten Degree Channels that more than sixty thousand 

commercial vessels traverse each year. 

• Access to EEZ: ANI constitute just 0.2% of India‘s landmass but provide 

near 30% of its exclusive economic zone (EEZ). 

• Important Pillar of Foreign Polcy: ANI could also become an important 

element of India‘s ―Act East Policy‖ of engaging with countries in the region 

east of India. 

• Commercial Potential: The trans-shipment hub at Car Nicobar, could 

potentially be a strategic game-changer, rivalling the ports of Singapore or 

Colombo. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Tri-Service Security Strategy: As Andaman and Nicobar is the only Tri-

Command structure in India, development of military infrastructure at ANI is 

a key requirement in India‘s security strategy 

• Tackling China: With China‘s growing presence in Indian Ocean region, 

militarizing the islands will provide India a first mover advantage in 

dominating the region 

What are the Challenges in Militarizing ANI? 

1. Fear of antagonise India‘s neighbors 

• A section of India‘s diplomatic community has opposed militarising the 

ANI would disrupt Indian Ocean as zone of peace. 

• They argued that militarizing A&N islands would in turn militarize the 

littorals - an outcome that would not sit well with countries in South and 

Southeast Asia. 

• When India first began developing the ANI in the mid-1980s, observers say 

Malaysia and Indonesia feared that India would use its military facilities in 

the ANI to dominate its region, and project power east of Malacca 

 2. Ecological aspect to militarising the ANI 

• The flurry of recent infrastructure projects (including any military projects), 

environmentalists warn, could devastate the fragile ecology of islands. 

• Many islands are facing significant damage from the climate crisis, which 

will get exacerbated due to military activities 

 3. Lack of reciprocity in India’s bilateral logistics agreements 



 
 
 
 

 

• The Indian navy's plans to offer logistical support to partner navies does not 

include its ANI facilities. 

• Four years after signing a logistics pact with the US its navy ships still have 

no access the ANI. France, Singapore and Australia - India‘s other logistics 

partners - too difficult had their warships repaired or replenished at Indian 

island facilities 

• As a result, there has been much enthusiasm from friendly foreign countries 

to build strategic capabilities at the ANI. 

 5. Counterproductive to tackle China 

• While China‘s presence in the Indian Ocean is growing, it is so far 

militarized key Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) outposts in the Bay of Bengal 

(Hambantota, Chittagong and Kyaukpyu). 

• If India pushes for greater military presence in the ANI, China could well 

seek military access in its friendly countries in Indian ocean. 

Way ahead 

• Militarizing ANI will aid India‘s strategic capabilities, but such 

development should not come at the cost the ruthless exploitation of 

Biodiversity hotspot 

• In order to counter China's expanding footprint in Indian Ocean region, 

India may consider permitting friendly foreign navies (QUAD members, 

France etc.) access to the ANI's military bases. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Back in news: Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 

Ahead of the critical FATF meetings in October, Indian agencies plan to 

highlight its inaction in the Pulwama, 26/11 Mumbai attack and Daniel Pearl 

murder cases. 

What is the FATF? 

• FATF is an intergovernmental organization founded in 1989 on the 

initiative of the G7 to develop policies to combat money laundering. 

• The FATF Secretariat is housed at the OECD headquarters in Paris. 

• It holds three Plenary meetings in the course of each of its 12-month 

rotating presidencies. 

Why is Pakistan under its scanner? 

• Pakistan has been under the FATF's scanner since June 2018, when it was 

put on the gray list for terror financing and money laundering risks. 

• FATF and its partners such as the Asia Pacific Group (APG) are reviewing 

Pakistan's processes, systems, and weaknesses on the basis of a standard 

matrix for anti-money laundering (AML) and combating the financing of 

terrorism (CFT) regime. 

• In June 2018, Pakistan gave a high-level political commitment to work with 

the FATF and APG to strengthen its AML / CFT regime, and to address its 

strategic counter-terrorism financing-related deficiencies. 

• Pakistan and the FATF then agreed on the monitoring of 27 indicators 

under a 10-point action plan, with specific deadlines. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The understanding was that the successful implementation of the action 

plan, and its physical verification by the APG, would lead the FATF to move 

Pakistan out of the gray list. 

• However, Islamabad managed to satisfy the global watchdog over just five 

of them. 

What is Pyrolysis? 

Plastic from used personal protective equipment (PPE) can be transformed 

into renewable liquid fuels using chemical a process called pyrolysis, says a 

new study. 

What is Pyrolysis? 

 

• Pyrolysis is the thermal decomposition of materials at elevated 

temperatures in an inert atmosphere. 

• It involves a change in chemical composition. The word is coined 

from the Greek-derived elements pyro "fire" and lysis "separating". 

• It is most commonly used in the treatment of organic materials. It 

is one of the processes involved in charring wood. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It is considered as the first step in the processes of gasification or 

combustion. 

How does it work? 

• In general, pyrolysis of organic substances produces volatile 

products and leaves a solid residue enriched in carbon, char. 

• Extreme pyrolysis, which leaves mostly carbon as the residue, is 

called carbonization. 

• The process is used heavily in the chemical industry, for example, 

to produce ethylene, many forms of carbon, and other chemicals 

from petroleum, coal, and even wood, to produce coke from coal. 

Applications 

• Aspirational applications of pyrolysis would convert biomass into 

syngas and biochar, waste plastics back into usable oil, or waste into 

safely disposable substances 

Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA) 

The JNU has got approval for a fund from the Higher Education 

Funding Agency (HEFA) for the construction of new infrastructure. 

About HEFA 

• HEFA is a joint venture company of Canara Bank and Ministry of 

Human Resource Development. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It provides financial assistance for the creation of educational 

infrastructure and R&D in India‘s premier educational institutions. 

• All the Centrally Funded Higher Educational Institutions will be 

eligible to join as members of the HEFA. 

• For joining as members, the educational institution must agree to 

escrow a specific amount from their internal accruals for a period of 

10 years to the HEFA. 

Funding pattern of HEFA 

• HEFA will have an authorized capital of 2,000 crore rupees and 

the government equity would be 1,000 crore 

• It also mobilizes CSR funds from Corporates / PSUs which will, in 

turn, be released for promoting research and innovation in these 

institutions on a grant basis. 

• The principal portion of the loan will be repaid through the 

‗internal accruals‘ of the institutions earned through the fee receipts, 

research earnings etc. 

Species in news: Indian Peafowl 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Indian Peafowl 

• The Indian peafowl is a native of India and some parts of Pakistan 

and Sri Lanka. 

• The Arakan hills prevented their spread further east while the 

Himalayas and the Karakoram did so northwards. 

• As our national bird, the peacock has the utmost level of legal 

protection. 

Peacock vs. Peafowl 

• Only the males of the species are peacocks. 

• The females are properly called peahens, while young birds less 

than a year old are known as peachicks. 

• Collectively they are known as peafowl, regardless of age or 

gender. 

• Peacocks are male Indian peafowl (Pavo cristatus) belonging to the 

Phasianidae family 

Various protections 

• It comes under Section 51 (1-A) of Schedule I of the Wild (Life) 

(Protection) Act, 1972, with imprisonment that may be extended up 

to seven years, along with a fine that shall not be less than Rs 10,000 

. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Since 2014, Indian Peafowl has been protected under Appendix III 

of the CITES. 

• They are listed under the 'Least Concern' (LC) category of the 

IUCN Red Data List. 

Threats 

• Despite this, these birds experienced dwindling populations for 

many decades due to habitat loss, poaching and contamination of 

their food sources. 

• In 1991, the peafowl population census conducted by the WWF 

revealed that 50 per cent of the species had declined, compared to 

their number at the time of independence. 

Thenzawl Golf Resort Project 

Union Minister for Culture and Tourism has inaugurated the "Thenzawl Golf 

Resort" project at Aizawl, Mizoram. 

Thenzawl Golf Resort Project 

• The project is sanctioned under the Integrated Development of New Eco-

Tourism under Swadesh Darshan- North East Circuit. 

• It is designed by Graham Cooke and Associates, one of the top-ranked 

Canada based Golf Course architectural firm. 

• It is designed to have facilities of international standards. 

• The competitive advantage of Thenzawl Golf Course is that it will provide 

quality golfing experience and international facilities at a fair price. 



 
 
 
 

 

Back2Basics: Swadesh Darshan Scheme 

• Swadesh Darshan Scheme is one of the flagship schemes of the Ministry of 

Tourism, for development of thematic circuits in the country in a planned 

and prioritized manner. 

• The scheme was launched in 2014 -15 as a Central Sector Scheme. 

• It aims for integrated development of theme-based tourist circuits in the 

country. 

• Under the scheme, the identified thematic circuits for development are: 

North-East Circuit, Buddhist Circuit, Himalayan Circuit, Coastal Circuit, 

Krishna Circuit, Desert Circuit, Tribal Circuit, Eco Circuit, Wildlife Circuit, 

Rural Circuit, Spiritual Circuit, Ramayana Circuit , Heritage Circuit, Sufi 

Circuit, and Tirthankara Circuit. 

• "Development of North East Circuit: Imphal & Khongjom" is the first 

project implemented under the scheme. 

Finance Commission and Bank recapitalisation 

The Financial Stability Report (FSR) released by RBI recently has once 

again underlined the vulnerability of the Indian public sector banks (PSBs). 

They have been under a severe balance sheet crisis even before the 

pandemic, and the crisis created by the pandemic, and the moratorium 

offered, will explode when the chickens come to roost. 

Current banking scenario in India 

According to the FSR 



 
 
 
 

 

• The gross non-performing assets would go up from 11.3% in March 2020 

to 15.2% in March 2021, and to 16.3% under a very severe stress scenario. 

• The CRAR is estimated to deteriorate from 14.6% in March to 13.3% in the 

baseline scenario, and to 11.8% under a very severe stress scenario. 

• The volume of recapitalisation required is humongous. 

What are the underlying problems of this situation? 

Government lackadaisical approach in banking reforms: 

• The government will again take an easy solution of bailing out weak banks 

through recapitalisation instead of taking up serious reform alternatives. 

• The issue of stressed assets of the banks has continued for long but the 

government has been giving oxygen support to- neither the banks nor there 

has been any urgency seen in reforming the governance structure. 

• role of the government owning and running commercial banks itself. 

Unclear role of Finance Commission: 

• Though Finance Commission has been tasked with multiple roles to 

manage the finances of the Central Government but the major chunk is 

missing in the TOR- 

• Recapitalisation of public sector banks or the issue of resolving their 

stressed assets is not a part of the TOR. 

• If recapitalisation requirement is taken as a genuine strategic commitment 

of the center, the resources available for distribution will be severely 

constrained, and the commission may have to reduce the share of the states 



 
 
 
 

 

in tax devolution from the 41% recommended in the report for the year 

2020-21. 

• The genuine question, which the Commission must consider, is not whether 

or not the issue of bank recapitalisation comes within its ambitious, but the 

larger issue of the role of the government itself. 

• The important questions that need to be answered are, 

• Is there a case for government ownership of the banks on the grounds of 

market failure? 

• If there is, what is the nature of the failure and does it warrant ownership? 

• Reducing the states' share in the divisible pool of taxes on the grounds that 

the Union government requires fiscal space to recapitalize PSBs is 

tantamount to penalizing them for the mistakes committed by the Union 

government. 

How the ownership of government in public banks affecting the 

actual work? 

Ownership of banks by the government alters 

• the structure of incentives 

• accountability and 

• hampers effective regulation and supervision 

The Narasimham committee in 1998 recommended that 

• Government ownership and management, and autonomy do not go hand in 

hand, and 



 
 
 
 

 

• a review of functions of boards and enabling them to adopt a professional 

corporate strategy. 

The Nayak Committee- 

• Recommended dilution of government ownership to 25%. 

• Despite these recommendations, the successive governments have 

continued to soft-pedal the issue. 

• Problem with the banks themselves: 

• PSBs have been busy fighting one emergency after another, be it 

demonetisation or merger. 

• They do not have any incentive to take risks and perform better as the 

government pumps in money from time to time. 

How can the Finance Commission play a vital role? 

• The Commission's main focus should be to address the main issues 

mentioned in Article 280 (3 a, b, bb, and c), which relate to 

 tax devolution, 

 giving grants in aid of revenues, and 

 measures needed to augment the consolidated funds of the states to 

supplement the resources of rural and urban local bodies 

• The tenure of the commission is a short tenure, and out of this, substantial 

time is taken for finding the place, considering the office and getting the staff 

to start functioning- this should be eliminated. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The Finance Commission is not a tax reforms commission, not an effective 

reforms commission, nor is it a public enterprise reform or banking reform 

commission. 

• The Constitution envisaged it to be an impartial adjudicator of finances- 

 to resolve vertical and horizontal imbalances 

 impart fiscal discipline in both the Union and states towards calibrating 

sustainable fiscal policy. 

• The Commission's interest in TORs may be to consider the recapitalisation 

requirement as a genuine liability of the Union government while assessing 

central finances 

Other measures needed 

• Addressing the difficult issue of the role of the government owning and 

running commercial banks itself. 

• Expanded TORs must be utilized carefully: The expanded TORs include 

1. the review of deficit and debt levels, 

2. Recommending a sound fiscal roadmap for sound management, 

3. up-gradation in the standards of administration, prevention and mitigation 

of disasters, 

4. the impact of GST including the compensation payments, 

5. Introducing measurable performance-based incentives for the states in a 

number of areas. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Conclusion: 

Hopefully, the Commission will stick to these basic tasks. It must come up 

with some sustainable solutions in the coming time so as to take out the 

states from their dire circumstances post-pandemic. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Q.1) Do you think the three-language formula is an attempt to 'homogenize' the diverse 

linguistic fabric of the country which consists of many regional languages? Analyze. 

Q.1) क्या आपको लगता है कक तीन-भाषा फॉमूूला देश के किकिध भाषाई कपडे को 'समरूप बनाने' का प्रयास 

है, किसमें कई के्षत्रीय भाषाएं हैं? किशे्लषण। 

Q.2) Examine the issues in the effective functioning of the anti-defection law. Does the law, 

while discouraging defections, also lead to defeat of healthy intra-party debates and dissent? 

Analyze. 

Q.2) एंटी-किफेक्शन कानून के प्रभािी कामकाि में मुद्ो ंकी िााँच करें । क्या कानून, दोषो ंको हतोत्साकहत करते 

हुए, स्वस्थ अंतर-पक्षीय बहस और असंतोष की हार का कारण बनता है? किशे्लषण। 

Q.3) Examine the issues with the money financing of the fiscal deficit. 

Q.3) रािकोषीय घाटे के धन कित्तपोषण के साथ मुद्ो ंकी िांच करें । 

Q.4) Note the various features of the Nagara and Vesara style of temple architecture from your 

basic references 

Q.4) अपने मूल संदभों से मंकदर िासु्तकला की नगाडा और िेसरा शैली की किकभन्न किशेषताओ ंपर ध्यान दें  



 
 
 
 

 

Balancing the interest of lenders and borrowers 

Conttext 

•  COVID creates deep pain but we must resist consistently choosing 

borrowers over lenders. 

•  We should persist with our multi-year five-pillar strategy to sustainably 

raise our credit to GDP ratio from 50 per cent to 100 per cent. 

Issue of lending 

•  A modern economy grows by lending. 

•  But fiscal constraints or natural disasters often create temptations to 

disguise spending as lending. 

•  The last 20 years have given three lessons: 

 1) Giving loans is easier than getting them back. 

• Corporate credit growing from Rs 18 lakh crore in 2008 to Rs 54 lakh crore 

in 2014 created a Rs 12 lakh crore bad loan problem. 

 2) Accounting fudging and restructuring would not help. 

3) Government banks need more than capital. 

• Government banks' risk-weighted assets are lower than two years ago 

despite a Rs 2 lakh crore capital infusion. 

History recommends patiently balancing financial inclusion and stability 

by persisting with our five-pillar strategy. 

1) Bank competition 



 
 
 
 

 

• Raising credit availability and lowering its price needs competition-driven 

innovation. 

• Capital should be chasing Indian banking given its high net interest 

margins, high market cap to book value ratios, and massive addressable 

market. 

• Yet, the RBI's on-tap licensing has few applications pending. 

• We need many more banks. 

2) Private bank governance 

• Private banks are only 30 per cent of deposits but 80 per cent of bank 

market capitalization. 

• Private banks are a special species with 20 times leverage, but this makes 

privatized gains and socialized losses possible. 

• Recent failures suggest problems with public shareholder collective action 

and the attention, skill, and courage of board directors. 

• Private bank governance must move from a perpetual private fiefdom to 

trustees that hand over in better condition to the next generation. 

3) Government bank governance 

• Over 10 years, government companies have sunk from 30 per cent of 

India‟s market capitalization to 6 per cent. 

• Government banks mirror this decline - their 70 per cent bank deposit share 

translates to only 20 per cent bank market capitalization share. 

• Many have irrational employee costs to market capitalization ratios ex- 

Bank of India with 58 per cent. 



 
 
 
 

 

• We need only four government banks with strong governance and no tax 

access for capital. 

4) RBI’s regulation and supervision 

• Recent failures in financial institutions reinforce the importance of 

statutory auditors, ethical conduct, shareholder self-interest, and risk 

management. 

• They are also suggest a first-principles review that raises the RBI's 

regulation and supervision. 

• Zero failure is impossible, but the RBI should boldly re-imagine its current 

mandate, structure and technology. 

5) Non-bank regulatory space 

• Regulatory differences traditionally existed between banks and non-banks. 

• But progress in payments, MSME lending, and consumer credit suggest 

that non-banks are as important for financial inclusion. 

• They need more regulatory space and supervision. 

Conclusion 

We criticized the RBI's COVID worst-case scenario of 14.7 per cent bad 

loans but handling the inevitable COVID bank pain needs resisting short-

termism. In the long run, we are not all dead. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Importance of the post academic research 

Conttext 

• The Government of India is in the process of revisiting the Science, 

Technology and Innovation (STI) Policy. 

• At this stage we need to ponder the question: what kind of research should 

be funded? 

How to measure the maturity level of a particular technology? 

• Experts have come up with frameworks and terminology to provide a 

comprehensive picture and avoid any value judgment. 

• One approach was proposed by NASA in the form of Technology 

Readiness Levels (TRL). 

• TRL-1 corresponds to observation of basic principles. Its result is 

publications. 

• TRL-2 corresponds to formulation of technology at the level of concepts. 

• Then the TRL framework advances to proof of concept, validation in a 

laboratory environment, followed by a relevant environment, and then to 

prototype demonstration, and ending with actual deployment. 

• An alternative is to use the terminology 'Academic Research (AR)', and 

'Post-Academic Research (PAR)'. 

• To provide some granularity, one can divide PAR into early-stage PAR, 

and late-stage PAR. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Late-stage PAR has to be done by large laboratories (national or those 

supported by industry). 

• AR and early-stage PAR can be done at higher education institutions and 

large laboratories. 

Importance of Post-Academic Research (PAR) 

• From the perspective of national development, pursuit of AR alone, while 

necessary, is not sufficient. 

• AR and PAR, when pursued together and taken to their logical conclusion, 

will result in a product or a process, 

• Or it can also result in a better clinical practice, or a scientifically robust 

understanding of human health and disease, or provide inputs for a policy 

decision. 

Issues in comparing investment in research among countries 

• 1) We cannot compare data with other countries without having 

correspondence between India‟s data and data reported by others. 

• Countries belonging to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) report research statistics according to the Frascati 

Manual. 

• 2) India has to decide where to increase investment: in AR or in PAR. 

Research and national development 

• Investment in research can translate into national development only 

through pursuit of PAR. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Our industry has not reached a stage where they can absorb research being 

done by higher education institutions. 

• This reveals that research being pursued is either not addressing national 

needs or is limited to AR. 

Way forward 

• Judging the growth of S&T based only on publications (e.g. research 

papers) provides an incomplete picture. 

• We should increase the technology intensity of industry, which was 

identified as one of the goals of the STI policy issued in 2013. 

• This needs reiteration and a mechanism should be devised to monitor 

progress with the objective of becoming an 'Atmanirbhar Bharat'. 

• The STI policy should emphasize PAR to ensure that investment in 

research results in economic growth. 

• To motivate the research community to pursue at least early-stage PAR, the 

reward system needs significant reorientation. 

• Academics in higher education institutions pursuing AR should pursue 

early-stage PAR themselves, or team up with those who are keen to pursue 

PAR. 

Consider the question “Examine the factors that are responsible for the lack 

of research and development in India? Also, elaborate on the importance of 

post-academic research in the country. " 

Conclusion 



 
 
 
 

 

These factors are sufficient to indicate that academic research is necessary, 

but not sufficient and we must focus on PAR adequately. 

EWS quota law 

The Supreme Court has referred to a five-judge Constitution Bench a batch 

of petitions challenging the 103rd Constitution Amendment of 2019 that 

provides 10% reservation for Economically Backward Section (EWS). 

What does the reference mean? 

• A reference to a larger Bench means that the legal challenge is an important 

one. 

• As per Article 145 (3) of the Constitution, "the minimum number of Judges 

who are to sit for the purpose of deciding any case involving a substantial 

question of law as to the interpretation of this Constitution" shall be five. 

• The Supreme Court rules of 2013 also say that writ petitions that allege a 

violation of fundamental rights will generally be heard by a bench of two 

judges unless it raises substantial questions of law. 

• In that case, a five-judge bench would hear the case. 

• Laws made by Parliament are presumed to be constitutional until proven 

otherwise in court. 

• The SC had refused to stay the 103rd Amendment. A reference will make 

no difference to the operation of the EWS quota. 

What is the 103rd amendment about? 



 
 
 
 

 

• It provides for 10% reservation in government jobs and educational 

institutions for EWS, by amending articles 15 and 16 that deal with the 

fundamental right to equality. 

• While Article 15 prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion, race, 

caste, sex or place of birth, Article 16 guarantees equal opportunity in 

matters of public employment. 

• An additional clause was added to both provisions, giving Parliament the 

power to make special laws for EWS as it does for SCs, STs and OBCs. 

• The states are to notify who constitute EWS to be eligible for reservation. 

Issues with the law 

The SC agreed that the case involved at least three substantial questions of 

law, whether: 

• First, it violates the Basic Structure of the Constitution. This argument 

stems from the view that the special protections are guaranteed to socially 

disadvantaged groups is part of the Basic Structure and that the 103rd 

Amendment departs from this by promising special protections on the sole 

basis of economic status. 

• Second, it violates the SC's 1992 ruling in Indra Sawhney Case, which 

upheld the Mandal Report and capped reservations at 50%. In the ruling, the 

court held that economic backwardness cannot be the sole criterion for 

identifying backward class. 

• The third challenge has been of private, unaided educational institutions. 

They have argued that their fundamental right to practice a trade / profession 

is violated when the state compels them to implement its reservation policy 

and admit students on any criteria other than merit. 



 
 
 
 

 

What are the government's arguments? 

• The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment filed counter-affidavits to 

defend the amendment. 

• When a law is challenged, the burden of proving it unconstitutional lies on 

the petitioners. 

• The government argued that under Article 46 of the Constitution, part of 

DPSP, it has a duty to protect the interests of economically weaker sections. 

1) The very identity of the Constitution has not been altered. 

2) Countering the claims about Indra Sawhney principle, the government 

relied on a 2008 ruling — Ashok Kumar Thakur v Union of India, in which 

the SC upheld the 27% quota for OBCs. Here, the court accepted that the 

definition of OBCs was not made on the sole criterion of caste but a mix of 

caste and economic factors, to prove that there need not a sole criterion for 

according reservation. 

3) For the unaided institutions, the government argued that the Constitution 

allows the Parliament to place “reasonabl 

 

Hydro-meteorological Hazard Risk Reduction 

IN NEWS 

• National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM), Ministry of Home 

Affairs in collaboration with India Meteorological Department organized a 

webinar series on "Hydro-Meteorological Hazards Risk Reduction" from 

July 14 to August 4. 



 
 
 
 

 

PURPOSE 

• The webinar focused on issues apropos of Thunderstorms and Lightning, 

Cloudburst and Floods, Cyclones and Storm Surges and Climate Change and 

Extreme Weather Events. 

• The webinar series focused on enhancing human capacity in terms of better 

understanding of hydro-meteorological hazards risk and effective 

collaborative actions, by implementing Prime Minister's 10-point agenda and 

the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, for reducing risk and 

enhancing the resilience of affected communities and surroundings. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DISASTER MANAGEMENT (NIDM) 

• The NIDM was constituted under an Act of Parliament with a vision to 

play the role of a premier institute for capacity development in India and the 

region. 

• The efforts in this direction that began with the formation of the National 

Center for Disaster Management (NCDM) in 1995 gained impetus with its 

redesignation as the National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM) for 

training and capacity development. 

INDIA METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT (IMD) 

• The IMD is an agency of the Ministry of Earth Sciences of the Government 

of India which came in year 1875. 

• It is the principal agency responsible for meteorological observations, 

weather forecasting and seismology. IMD is headquartered in Delhi and 

operates hundreds of observation stations across India and Antarctica. 

Regional offices are at Mumbai, Kolkata, Nagpur and Pune. 



 
 
 
 

 

KEY TAKEAWAY 

• The key take away from the webinar series consists of the fact that at 

present occurrences of hydro-meteorological events are quite predictable in 

terms of time and space through the technological capacity of nodal 

agencies. 

• IMD and NIDM will further enhance the forecasting abilities that will help 

to acquaint the incident of hydro-meteorological events in advance with 

more precision and will aid the relevant stakeholders and communities to 

take the appropriate prevention and mitigation measures. 

 

How are inflation rate and interest rate linked? 
The Monetary Policy Committee of the RBI has decided to keep the benchmark 

interest rates of the economy unchanged. 

What is the link between growth, inflation and interest rates? 

 In a fast-growing economy, incomes go up quickly and more and more 

people have the money to buy the existing bunch of goods. 

 As more and more money chases the existing set of goods, prices of such 

goods rise. 

 In other words, inflation (which is nothing but the rate of increase in prices) 

spikes. 

How interest rates dominate? 

 To contain inflation, a country‟s central bank typically increases the interest 

rates in the economy. 

 By doing so, it incentivizes people to spend less and save more because 

saving becomes more profitable as interest rates go up. 



 
 
 
 

 

 As more and more people choose to save, money is sucked out of the 

market and inflation rate moderates. 

What happens when growth rate decelerates or contracts? 

 When growth contracts or when its growth rate decelerates, people‟s 

incomes also get hit. 

 As a result, less and less money is chasing the same quantity of goods. 

 These results in either the inflation rate decline. 

 In such situations, a central bank cuts down the interest rates so as to 

incentivise spending and by that route boost economic activity in the 

economy. 

 Lower interest rates imply that it is less profitable to keep one‟s money in 

the bank or any similar saving instrument. 

 As a result, more and more money comes into the market, thus boosting 

growth and inflation. 

Why has RBI not raised interest rates this quarter? 

 RBI is facing an odd situation at present: GDP is contracting even as 

inflation is rising. 

 This is happening because the pandemic has reduced demand, on the one 

hand, and disrupted supply on the other. 

 As a result, both things are happening — falling growth and rising inflation. 

 It is true that for containing inflation, RBI should raise interest rates. 

 And under normal circumstances, it would have done just that. But raising 

interest rates at this stage would be catastrophic for India‟s GDP growth. 

Risks of altering interest rates 

 If the RBI cuts the interest rate, it may be fuelling retail inflation further. It 

must be remembered that inflation hits the poor the hardest. 



 
 
 
 

 

 So, the RBI has chosen to do what many expected it to do: stay put and 

waits for another couple of months to figure out how growth and inflation 

are shaping up. 

Back2Basics: Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) 

 The RBI Act, 1934 (RBI Act) was amended by the Finance Act, 2016,  to 

provide for a statutory and institutionalized framework for an MPC, for 

maintaining price stability, while keeping in mind the objective of growth. 

 The MPC is entrusted with the task of fixing the benchmark policy rate 

(repo rate) required to contain inflation within the specified target level. 

 The meetings of the MPC are held at least 4 times a year and it publishes its 

decisions after each such meeting. 

 As per the provisions of the RBI Act, out of the six members of the 

committee, three members are from the RBI and the other three Members of 

MPC are appointed by the Central Government. 

 Governor of the RBI is ex officio Chairman of the committee. 

 

SpaceX’s SN5 Starship 

 

SpaceX has successfully test-launched its “Mars ship”, a stainless steel test 

vehicle called SN5, and which is a part of the Starship spacecraft. 



 
 
 
 

 

Elon Musk’s aerospace company has been putting continuous wins on 

the board ever since it became the first privately funded group to put a 

payload in Earth orbit. 

What is Starship? 

 Designed by SpaceX, Starship is a spacecraft and super-heavy booster 

rocket meant to act as a reusable transportation system for crew and cargo 

to the Earth‟s orbit, Moon and Mars. 

 SpaceX has described Starship as “the world‟s most powerful launch 

vehicle” with an ability to carry over 100 metric tonnes to the Earth‟s orbit. 

 Starship has been under development since 2012 and is a part of Space X‟s 

central mission to make interplanetary travel accessible and affordable and 

to become the first private company to do so. 

So what all can Starship do? 

 SpaceX is planning its first cargo mission to the red planet by 2022 and by 

2024, the company wants to fly four ships including two cargo and two 

crewed ones to Mars. 

 Once functional, the Starship spacecraft will enter Mars‟ atmosphere at a 

speed of 7.5 km per second and will be designed to withstand multiple 

entries. 

 Starship is also expected to help carry large amounts of cargo to the Moon, 

for human spaceflight development and research. 

 Beyond the Moon, the spacecraft is being designed for carrying crew and 

cargo for interplanetary missions as well. 

A quest for reusability 

 Therefore, the company is working on building a fleet of reusable launch 

vehicles, capable of carrying humans to Mars and other destinations in the 

solar system. 

 Reusability is at the heart of making interplanetary travel accessible. 



 
 
 
 

 

Appointment of new Lt. Governor of the UT of 

J&K 

Office of the Lt. Governor 

 A Lt. Governor is the constitutional head of the union territories in India. 

 She/he is appointed by the President of India for a term of five years and 

holds office at the President‟s pleasure. 

 Since the union territories of Delhi, J&K and Puducherry have a measure of 

self-government with an elected legislature and council of ministers, the 

role of the lieutenant governor there is mostly a ceremonial one, akin to that 

of a state‟s governor. 

 In Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Ladakh however, the lieutenant 

governor holds more power, being both the head of state and head of 

government. 

 The other three UTs—Chandigarh; Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and 

Diu; and Lakshadweep—are governed by an administrator. 

Some related facts 

 Unlike the lieutenant governors of other territories, they are usually drawn 

from the IAS or IPS. 

 Lieutenant governors do not hold the same rank as a governor of a state in 

the list of precedence. 

 Since 1985 the Governor of Punjab has also been the ex-officio 

Administrator of Chandigarh. 

  

Sahakar Cooptube NCDC Channel 
Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers‟ Welfare has launched the Sahakar 

Cooptube NCDC Channel, a new initiative by National Cooperative 

Development Corporation (NCDC). 



 
 
 
 

 

Note: Article 19 states that the Right to form co-operative 

societies is a Fundamental Right and DPSP Article 43-B 

provides for the promotion of co-operative societies. 

Sahakar Cooptube 

 The Sahakar Cooptube Channel aims to facilitate the involvement of the 

youth in the cooperative movement. 

 Cooperatives lend strength to farmers to minimize risks in agriculture and 

allied sectors and act as a shield against exploitation. 

 The channel will give a boost to Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan under which 

the government has announced a series of transformative measures and 

sector-specific financial packages to help agriculture. 

 The initiatives are steps towards One Nation One Market with the objective 

for India to become a food factory of the world. 

Back2Basics: NCDC 

 The NCDC is a statutory Corporation set up under an Act of Parliament on 

13 March 1963. 

 The objectives of NCDC are: 

planning and promoting programmes for production, processing, marketing, 

storage, export and import of agricultural produce, foodstuffs, industrial 

goods, livestock and certain other notified commodities and services on 

cooperative principles and for matters concerned therewith or incidental 

thereto 

 NCDC Act has been further amended which will broad-base the area of 

operation of the Corporation to assist different types of cooperatives and to 

expand its financial base. 

 NCDC will now be able to finance projects in the rural industrial 

cooperative sectors and for certain notified services in rural areas like water 



 
 
 
 

 

conservation, irrigation and micro-irrigation, agri-insurance, agro-credit, 

rural sanitation, animal health, etc. 

 

Drug pricing and dependence on China 

Incentives for domestic production of APIs 

 The department of pharmaceuticals (DoP) has recently notified the 

Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme. 

 The scheme aims to encourage domestic production of 41 active 

pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs), key starting materials (KSMs) and drug 

intermediaries (DIs). 

 A Drug Security Committee constituted by the DoP had identified 53 

APIs with high dependence on China. 

Did drug price control policy increase dependence on China? 

 India was self-reliant on APIs until the mid-1990s. 

 Liberalisation in import restrictions led to a gradual influx of APIs from 

China. 

 India had a more stringent price control policy before the 1990s. 

 If price control system were the culprit, India would not have been self-

sufficient in APIs until the mid-1990s. 

 A cost-based price control system that existed until 2013 regulated the 

prices of both APIs and formulations. 

 The approach to price control shifted from a cost-based to a market-

based one since 2013. 

 The new price control policy does not regulate the price of APIs. 

 New price control policy regulates the prices of formulations of those APIs, 

which figure in the National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM). 

 There are many APIs which do not fall under DPCO but are still imported 

in a significant way from China. 



 
 
 
 

 

Understanding the growing dependence on China from the past 
perspective 

 Even though India now has a less stringent drug price control policy, the 

dependence on Chinese imports has been growing. 

 The share of China in India‟s total import of APIs has increased from 61% 

in 2011 to 69% in 2019. 

 The experience in India was that firms would tend to rely on imported 

APIs if they have an option. 
 The Hathi Committee (1975), which had looked into why Indian firms 

were not engaging in the production of APIs, found that the capital invested 

to turnover ratio of APIs was much lower as compared to formulations. 

 This ratio was 1:1 for APIs at best and 1:2.6 for formulations on average, 

and in some cases, as high as 1:7.2. 

 Subsequently, various measures were adopted. 

 The „ratio parameter‟ mandatorily required the producers of formulations to 

produce a certain quantity of APIs. 

 It was the government interventions to overcome the market failure that 

resulted in India attaining self-sufficiency in APIs. 

Conclusion 

An enquiry into the causes of dependence on China needs to go much beyond 

price control policy and look into whether the state continued to play a 

proactive role during the post-1991 period to maintain an ecosystem to 

enhance the competence of Indian API industry. 

Issues with the nuclear deterrence 
 

On 6 August 1945 world witnessed the destructive potential of the 

nuclear weapons. Today’s nuclear weapons are several times more 

destructive than the one used there. This calls for the close scrutiny of 



 
 
 
 

 

the idea of the nuclear deterrence. This article dwells over the same 

issue. 

Context 

 While Hiroshima and Nagasaki have been the last two cities to be destroyed 

by nuclear weapons, we cannot be sure that they will be the last. 

 Since 1945, several countries have armed themselves with nuclear weapons 

that have much more destructive power in comparison to those that 

destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Vulnerability 

 Over 1,26,000 nuclear weapons have been built since the beginning of the 

atomic age. 

 There is no realistic way to protect ourselves against nuclear weapons. 

 The invention of ballistic missiles has made it impossible to intercept 

nuclear weapons once they are launched. 

 Neither fallout shelters nor ballistic missile defence systems have 

succeeded in negating this vulnerability. 

 Nuclear weapon states are targets of other nuclear-weapon states, but non-

nuclear-weapon states are vulnerable as well. 

Issues with the nuclear deterrence 

 The idea of nuclear deterrence consists of following two proposition. 

1) That nuclear weapons are so destructive that no country would use them. 

2) Such use would invite retaliation in kind, and no political leader would be 

willing to risk the possible death of millions of their citizens. 

Issues with the idea of deterrence 



 
 
 
 

 

1) It is claimed that nuclear weapons do not just protect countries against use 

of nuclear weapons by others, but even prevent war and promote stability. 

These claims do not hold up to evidence. 

2) The apparent efficacy of deterrence in some cases may have been due to 

the more credible prospect of retaliation with conventional weapons. 

3) Implicitly, however, all nuclear-weapon states have admitted to the 

possibility that deterrence could fail. 

They have made plans for using nuclear weapons, in effect, preparing to fight 

nuclear war. 

4) The desire to believe in the perfect controllability and safety of nuclear 

weapons creates overconfidence, which is dangerous. 

 Overconfidence is more likely to lead to accidents and possibly to the use of 

nuclear weapons. 

So, what prevented the nuclear war if not deterrence? 

 While a comprehensive answer to this question will necessarily involve 

diverse and contingent factors, one essential element in key episodes is just 

plain luck. 

Conclusion 

Humanity has luckily survived 75 years without experiencing nuclear war, 

can one expect luck to last indefinitely? 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Topic-1 

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) 

Why in NEWS? 

• RBI's 24th Monetary Policy Committee meeting which took place from 04th-06th August 2020. 

About 24th Monetary Policy Committee meeting 

• It unanimously decided to leave the policy repo rate unchanged at 4% and the reverse repo rate at 3.35% against 

a backdrop of rising inflationary pressure and a grim economic outlook. 

• This is the lowest level recorded since 2000. 

• The MPC also maintained its "accommodative" stance on monetary policy - which rules out any increase in the 

key rate for the time being and it will continue as long as necessary to revive growth and mitigate the impact of 

COVID-19 pandemic while ensuring that inflation remains within target going forward. 

• The RBI had reduced the repo rate by a total of 115 basis points since February, on top of the 135 basis points in 

an easing cycle last year, from 6.50%, responding to slowing growth. 

• In June, retail inflation soared to 6.09% amid a jump in the prices of food items, from 5.84% in March, remaining 

above the RBI's medium-term target range of 2% -6%. The government has tasked RBI to keep inflation at 4% (+, - 

2%). 

About MPC 

• The RBI has a government-constituted Monetary Policy Committee (MPC), under section 45ZB of the RBI Act that 

was amended in 1934, with the mission of fixing the benchmark policy interest rate and framing monetary policy 

using tools like the repo rate, reverse repo rate, bank rate, cash reserve ratio (CRR) to restrain inflation within the 

particular target level. 

• The committee will have six members with government nominating three and no government official will be 

nominated to the MPC. 

• The other three members would be from the RBI with the governor being the ex-officio chairperson. 

• Deputy Governor of RBI in charge of the monetary policy will be a member, as also an executive director of the 

central bank. 

• Members of the MPC will be appointed for a period of four years and shall not be eligible for reappointment. 



 
 
 
 

 

Topic-2 

Digital realities of India 

Context 

• Google has recently announced a decision to invest $ 10 billion in India. 

• To put that sum in context, it is over 10 times the money set aside for 100 smart cities and almost 20 times that 

for Digital India. 

• Purpose of that investment is stated to be digitizing India. 

Digital realities of India Google must consider: 

1) Contradictions 

• India recognizes the internet as a human right, and yet, has led the world in internet shutdowns. 

• Its internet speeds can be slow and variable, but its uptake of smartphones is the considerably fastest. 

• It is second only to China in internet users, app downloads and social media users. 

2) Lack of access to internet 

• Only 21 per cent of women are mobile internet users, while the percentage for men is twice that number. 

• There are many societal factors that make it difficult for women and girls to enjoy full digital freedoms. 

• In rural India, where two-thirds of the country lives, just about a quarter of the population has internet access. 

• Differences in digital access mean differences in the quality of education. 

• The gaps are both digital and societal. 

3) Lack of access to banks 

• India’s workforce is mostly informal. 

• Only 22 per cent of recipients of migrant remittances have access to banks within one km, according to a report 

by the center for Digital Financial Inclusion. 

• A push from Google and its competitors could make payments and financial access more inclusive. 

4) Need for special products for India 



 
 
 
 

 

• you mention new products for India’s unique needs, of which there are many 

• Consider the needs in the agricultural sector alone. 

• Impac of predictive data analytics and basic artificial intelligence into Indian agriculture using readily available 

technologies would be huge. 

• Precision farming to improve the timing and quantity of seeding, irrigation and fertilizer usage. 

• Helping farmers get credit at lower costs and helping predict commodity prices can create $ 33 billion in new 

value annually in Indian agriculture. 

5) Lack of data governance and issues with it 

• Nandan Nilekani has said, India will be data rich before it is "economically rich". 

• With 650 million internet users, there is a lot of data richness already. 

• But this data richness exists without a forward-looking and inclusive data governance policy. 

• The experience with Aarogya Setu, provided a perfect case study on the discomfort within India because of the 

absence of such governance. 

6) Prevalence of misinformation 

• It is essential to get a handle on the "infodemic" problem in India. 

• The situation was made far worse by the pandemic, where many of the prejudices, fears have converged. 

• Google-owned YouTube is a critical medium for spreading information, fact and fiction. 

• To its credit, YouTube removed over 8,20,000 videos in India in the first quarter of 2020. 

• This is a great start, but the bad guys will only find ways around it and Google must make deeper investments in 

both human and machine intelligence to stay ahead. 

7) Geopolitical context 

• India is inching closer to the US corner in the tech Cold War between the US and China. 

• India-China relationship has cooled this year as a fallout from the political tensions between New Delhi and 

Beijing. 

• India acted against Chinese ByteDance-owned video streaming app TikTok, along with 59 mobile apps. 

• Google’s role will be important as a bargaining chip against China and the partnership with Jio. 



 
 
 
 

 

• This important role may help Google get some domestic leverage with Indian regulators. 

8) Job creation 

• Digital technologies can create jobs. 

• For this to happen India must streamline the regulations to enhance the country's digital and physical 

foundations. 

• There is also need for developing more progressive data accessibility laws. 

• To translate into productive work, the government must invest in skill-building and education at all levels. 

Conclusion 

There is a lot Google can take while working on the task of digitizing India. But the above-mentioned factors will 

help Google chart out its journey well. 

Topic-3 

150th Birth Anniversary of Abanindranath Tagore on 7th August 2020 

IN NEWS 

• National Galary of Modern Art (NGMA), New Delhi will organize the virtual tour titled “The Great Maestro | 

Abanindranath Tagore”to commemorate the 150th Birth Anniversary of Abanindranath Tagore on 7th August 2020. 

ABOUT 

• "The Great Maestro - Abanindranath Tagore", organized to commemorate the 150th Birth Anniversary of 

Abanindranath Tagore on 7th August 2020. The NGMA takes pride in 99 works of art created by the iconic artist 

which are a part of prestigious collection. 

 

• This virtual tour presents the 77 works of art from the prominent artworks of Abanindranath Tagore from 

reserved collection of NGMA, grouped in a series of four different themes of (i) Portraits and Characters, (ii) 

Tradition with Sensibility, (iii) Individual Style, (iv) Landscape of Interiority. 

• This virtual tour also includes 'Jeevansmriti' to throw light into the memory lane and 'Quiz' based on the life and 

the works of the Great Maestro. 

ABANINDRANATH TAGORE 



 
 
 
 

 

• Abanindranath Tagore (7 August 1871 - 5 December 1951) was the principal artist and creator of the "Indian 

Society of Oriental Art". He was also the first major exponent of Swadeshi values in Indian art, thereby founding the 

influential Bengal school of art, which led to the development of modern Indian painting 

• Abanindranath Tagore is a singular figure in modern Indian art. He had a leaning towards painting images with 

historic or literary allusions. He liked to paint sets of images dealing with a theme or a text such as the 'Arabian 

Nights' or the 'Krishna Leela'. 

• He also enjoyed painting theatrical subjects. Literature and drama held great respect for him and he was an 

elegant and accomplished writer. 

• As a modernist at heart who was guided more by his sensibility than his training, he transformed the post-

Renaissance academic realism into which he was trained with his series of contacts with oriental art into something 

more supple and responsive to the imaginative flights of his mind. 

TOPIC-4 

Delhi government’s Electric Vehicle Policy 

 

The Delhi government has notified the new electric vehicle policy under which it aims to make a quarter of all new 

vehicle registrations battery-operated by 2024 and thereby helping reducing air pollution. 

Some key highlights of the policy are: 

• A purchase incentive of Rs 5,000 per kilowatt / hour of battery capacity (advanced battery), a maximum incentive 

of Rs 30,000 per vehicle for two-wheelers. 

• A purchase incentive of Rs 30,000 per vehicle (advanced battery) for e-autos. 



 
 
 
 

 

• A purchase incentive of Rs 30,000 per vehicle for the purchase of one e-rickshaw and e-cart. Additionally, an 

interest subsidy of 5 per cent on loans on vehicles with advanced battery. 

• Conversion of 50 per cent of all new stage carriage buses (all public transport vehicles with 15 seats or more) by 

2022. 

• A purchase incentive of Rs 10,000 per kilowatt / hour of battery capacity (advanced battery), and maximum 

incentive of Rs 150,000 per vehicle to the first 1,000 e-four wheelers. 

• Complete removal of road tax and registration fee for all battery electric vehicles. 

Significance of the policy 

• According to the VAHAN database of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, electric vehicles comprised 

only 3.2 per cent of the new vehicles registered in Delhi in 2019-20. 

• The proposed 25 per cent transformation of Delhi's new-vehicle market could catalyse electric vehicle production 

and bring more product diversity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Topic-5 

India’s Global Hunger Index 

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains II - Health; Poverty; Social / Welfare issue 

About: 

• India ranked 102nd on the Global Hunger Index, despite high food production. 

• Nutritional security requires measures to improve protein and vitamin deficiencies. 

Global Hunger Index (GHI) Report 

• Prepared by the Concern Worldwide (an Irish agency) and the Welt Hunger Hilfe (a German organization) 

• The report is based on four GHI indicators namely, undernourishment, child stunting, child wasting, and child 

mortality. 

• India’s child wasting rate was extremely high at 20.8% - the highest 

• India’s rank has slipped from 95th position (in 2010) to 102nd (in 2019) 

Child wasting 

• Child wasting refers to the share of children under the age of five who are wasted, i.e, they have low weight with 

respect to their height, reflecting acute undernutrition. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-6 

Twin issues: Shrinking water bodies and floods in urban landscapes 

 

This newscard is an excerpt from the original article published in the D2E. 

Water in urban landscapes 

• Lakes and wetlands are an important part of the urban ecosystem. 

• They perform significant environmental, social and economic functions - from being a source of drinking water 

and recharging groundwater to supporting biodiversity and providing livelihoods. 

• His role becomes even more critical in the present context when cities are facing the challenge of rapid 

unplanned urbanisation. 

• Their numbers are declining rapidly. For example, Bangalore had 262 lakes in the 1960s; now only 10 of them 

hold water. 

Issues with urban water bodies 



 
 
 
 

 

• Natural streams and watercourses, formed over thousands of years due to the forces of flowing water in the 

respective watersheds, have been altered because of urbanisation. 

• As a result, the flow of water has increased in proportion to the urbanisation of watersheds. 

• Ideally, natural drains should have been widened to accommodate the higher flows of stormwater. 

• But, on the contrary, they have been a victim of various unlawful activities: 

(1) Pollution 

• There has been an explosive increase in the urban population without a corresponding expansion of civic facilities 

such as infrastructure for the disposal of waste. 

• As more people are migrating to cities, urban civic services are becoming less adequate. 

• As a result, most urban water bodies in India are suffering because of pollution. The water bodies have been 

turned into landfills in several cases. 

• Guwahati’s Deepor Beel, for example, is used by the municipal corporation to dump solid waste since 2006. Even 

the Pallikarni marshland in Chennai is used for solid waste dumping. 

(2) Encroachment 

• This is another major threat to urban water bodies. As more people have been migrating to cities, the availability 

of land has been getting scarce. 

• Today, even a small piece of land in urban areas has a high economic value. 

• These urban water bodies are not only acknowledged for their ecosystem services but for their real estate value 

as well. 

• Charkop Lake in Maharashtra, Ousteri Lake in Puducherry, Deepor beel in Guwahati are well-known examples of 

water bodies that were encroached. 

(3) Illegal mining activities 

• Illegal mining for building material such as sand and quartzite on the catchment and bed of the lake have an 

extremely damaging impact on the water body. 

• For example, the Jaisamand Lake in Jodhpur, once the only source of drinking water for the city, has been 

suffering from illegal mining in the catchment area. 

• Unmindful sand mining from the catchment of Vembanad Lake on the outskirts of Kochi has decreased the water 

level in the lake. 



 
 
 
 

 

(4) Unplanned tourism activities 

• Using water bodies to attract tourists has become a threat to several urban lakes in India. 

• Tso Morari and Pongsho lakes in Ladakh have become polluted because of unplanned and unregulated tourism. 

• Another example is that of Ashtamudi Lake in Kerala’s Kollam city, which has become polluted due to spillage of 

oil from motorboats. 

(5) Absence of administrative framework 

• The biggest challenge is the government apathy towards water bodies. 

• This can be understood from the fact that it does not even have any data on the total number of urban water 

bodies in the country. 

• Further, CPCB had not identified major aquatic species, birds, plants and animals that faced threat due to 

pollution of rivers and lakes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-7 

Magnetoseismology of Sun’s Corona 

 

A group of researchers has measured the global magnetic field of the Sun‟s corona for the very first time. 

Basis of the research 

 The properties of waves depend on the medium in which they travel. 

 By measuring certain wave properties and doing a reverse calculation, some of the properties of the 

medium through which they have travelled can be obtained. 

 Waves can be longitudinal waves (for example, sound waves) or transverse waves (for example, ripples on 

a lake surface). 

 The waves that propagate through magnetic plasma are called magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) waves. 

 From the theoretical calculation, it can be shown that the properties of the transverse MHD wave are 

directly related to the strength of magnetic fields and the density of the corona. 

How was the Magnetic Field measured? 

 The team used a technique known as coronal seismology or magnetoseismology to measure the coronal 

magnetic field which has been known for a few decades. 

 This method requires the measurement of the properties of magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) waves and the 

density of the corona simultaneously. 

 In the past, these techniques were occasionally used in small regions of the corona, or some coronal loops 

due to limitations of our instruments/and proper data analysis techniques. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

The CoMP instrument 

 

 The team used the improved measurements of the Coronal Multi-channel Polarimeter (CoMP) and 

advanced data analysis to measure the coronal magnetic field. 

 CoMP is an instrument operated by High Altitude Observatory, of the U.S. 

 It is located at Mauna Loa Solar Observatory, near the summit of that volcano on the big island of 

Hawaii. 

Why measure the solar magnetic field? 

 It is very important to measure the corneal magnetic fields regularly since the solar corona is highly 

dynamic and varies within seconds to a minute time scale. There are two main puzzles about the Sun 

which this advancement will help address: 

(1) Coronal heating problem 

 Though the core of the Sun is at a temperature of about 15 million degrees, its outer layer, the 

photosphere is a mere 5700 degrees hot. 

 However, its corona or outer atmosphere, which stretches up to several million kilometres beyond its 

surface, is much, much hotter than the surface. 

 It is at a temperature of one million degrees or more. 

 What causes the atmosphere of the Sun (corona) to heat up again, though the surface (photosphere) is 

cooler than the interior? That is the question which has baffled solar physicists. 

 Popular attempts to explain this puzzle invoke the magnetic field of the corona. Hence the present 

work will help understand and verify these theories better. 

(2) Mechanisms of eruptions of the Sun 

 The eruptions on the Sun include solar flares and coronal mass ejections. 



 
 
 
 

 

 These are driven by magnetic reconnections happening in the Sun‟s corona. 

 Magnetic reconnection is a process where oppositely polarity magnetic field lines connect and some 

of the magnetic energy is converted to heat energy and also kinetic energy which leads to the 

generation of heating, solar flares, solar jets, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-8 

Why August 7th is called National Handloom Day? 
 

Yesterday, August 7
th 

was celebrated as the National Handloom Day. It was in 2015, the first National 

Handloom Day was celebrated. 

Why 7
th

 August? 

 With the partition of Bengal, the Swadeshi Movement gained strength. 

 It was on August 7, 1905, that a formal proclamation was made at the Calcutta Town Hall to boycott 

foreign goods and rely on Indian-made products. 

What is handloom? 

 While different definitions for the word have evolved since the Handloom (Reservation and Articles 

for Production) Act, 1985, where „handloom‟ meant “any loom other than power loom”, in recent 

years it has become more elaborate. 

 In 2012, a new definition was proposed: “Handloom means any loom other than power loom, and 

includes any hybrid loom on which at least one process of weaving requires manual intervention or 

human energy for production.” 

Back2Basics: Swadeshi Movement 

 Credit to starting the Swadeshi movement goes to Baba Ram Singh Kuka of the Sikh Namdhari sect, 

whose revolutionary movements which heightened around 1871 and 1872. 

 It gained momentum with the partition of Bengal by the Viceroy of India, Lord Curzon in 1905 and 

continued up to 1911. 

 It was the most successful of the pre-Gandhian movements. 

 Its chief architects were Aurobindo Ghosh, Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal and 

Lala Lajpat Rai, V. O. Chidambaram Pillai, Babu Genu. 

 Swadeshi, as a strategy, was a key focus of Mahatma Gandhi, who described it as the soul of Swaraj 

(self-rule). It was strongest in Bengal and was also called the Vandemataram movement in India. 

Important phases of the Movement 

 1850 to 1904: developed by leaders like Dadabhai Naoroji, Gokhale, Ranade, Tilak, G. V. Joshi and 

Bhaswat K. Nigoni. This was also known as the First Swadeshi Movement. 

 1905 to 1917: Began in 1905, because of the partition of Bengal ordered by Lord Curzon. 

 1918 to 1947: Swadeshi thought shaped by Gandhi. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-9 

Exercise Kavkaz 2020 
 

In a resumption of bilateral and multilateral military exercises which were deferred due to coronavirus 

(COVID-19), India will take part in the Russian Kavkaz 2020 strategic command-post exercise next month. 

Kavkaz 2020 

 The Kavkaz 2020 is also referred to as Caucasus-2020. 

 The exercise is aimed at assessing the ability of the armed forces to ensure military security in 

Russia‟s southwest, where serious terrorist threats persist and preparing for the strategic command-

staff drills. 

 The main training grounds that will be involved are located in the Southern Military District. 

 The invitation for participation has been extended to at least 18 countries including China, Iran, 

Pakistan and Turkey apart from other Central Asian Republics part of the SCO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Topic-10 

First “Kisan Rail” flagged off 
 

Indian Railways introduced the first “Kisan Rail” from Devlali (Maharashtra) to Danapur (Bihar). 

Kisan Rail 

 From Maharashtra‟s Devlali to Bihar‟s Danapur, the train will cover the journey of 1,519 kilometres 

in over 31 hours. 

 It will take stops at Nasik Road, Manmad, Jalgaon, Bhusaval, Burhanpur, Khandwa, Itarsi, Jabalpur, 

Satna, Katni, Manikpur, Prayagraj Chheoki, Pt. Deendayal Upadhyay Nagar and Buxar. 

 This train will help in bringing perishable agricultural products like vegetables, fruits to the market in 

a short period of time. 

 The train with frozen containers is expected to build a seamless national cold supply chain for 

perishables, inclusive of fish, meat and milk. 

 It is a step towards realizing the goal of doubling farmers‟ incomes by 2022. 

Other facts 

 Indian Railways have earlier run single commodity special trains like Banana Specials etc. 

 But this will be the first-ever multi-commodity trains and will carry fruits like Pomegranate, Banana, 

Grapes etc and vegetables like Capsicum, Cauliflower, Drumsticks, Cabbage, Onion, Chilies etc. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

Restructuring to cushion impact on the economy 

Context 

• Monetary policy committee (MPC) members, through a unanimous vote, decided to 

keep policy rates unchanged. 

• MPC also maintained an accommodative stance. 

• This was the result of inflation hovering around 6% i.e. above the MPCs target of 4%. 

Restructuring package after moratorium ends 

• Moratorium on loans ends 31 August, RBI said the way forward is a restructuring 

package for businesses and houses. 

• Recent data released by large banks indicating that there has been a sizeable reduction 

in moratorium in June from 50% in April for all scheduled commercial banks (SCBs). 

• As economic activity normalizes further, the need for restructuring will be even lower. 

What do the trends 

• Most indicators — manufacturing and services Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI's) 

electricity output, vehicle sales, exports, imports — point to economic momentum settling 

at 10-15% below covid levels in the near-term. 

• The RBI's consumer confidence survey — gauge of consumer spending — was at its 

lowest in May, and the one-year outlook is not promising. 

• This implies that consumption demand, especially discretionary demand, will be far 

lower. 

• With muted consumption, capacity utilization, which had fallen to 68.2% last December, 

has fallen further in the last few months. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Thus, investment demand is not likely to see upward momentum in the near term, even 

with lower interest rates. 

How RBI's intervention made the difference 

• An economic slowdown of such proportions leads to an increase in risk premium. 

• Rating upgrade to downgrade ratio of the corporate sector had fallen to 0.05 as in May 

from a high of 1.11 in December 2018. 

• Spread between 3-year AAA corporate bonds and sovereign bonds rose to 276 basis 

points on 26 March. 

• But the spread has since fallen to 50bps. 

• This was possible because of the abundant liquidity made available by RBI and credit 

enhancement provided by the government. 

Way forward 

• RBI and the government will have to work together to revive demand. 

• Center has already expanded its gross borrowing to ₹ 12 trillion. 

• Even with net tax collections at 53% of last spending levels, the center has increased its 

spending by 13% over 2019-20. 

• The government better understand that this is the time to apply Keynesian economics. 

• Global central banks have become large buyers of sovereign debt to support the larger 

roles being played the governments. 

• In India, too, the center and states will have to spend to crowd-in private sector 

spending. 

• RBI's role will be important not only as the lender of last resort but also as a buyer of 

government securities. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It has carried out its function as a central bank well, and brought a semblance of stability 

to financial markets. 

• It will have to do the same in the sovereign bond market. 

• More importantly, it will have to remain vigilant of impending risks to growth and 

inflation, and be ready to act. 

 Conclusion 

As India’s central bank comes towards the end of its interest rate reduction cycle, it will 

have to navigate the economy through financial and macroeconomic stability. The 

government will also have to act in tandem with the central bank in steering the economy 

through this storm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-2 

The govt and RBI face a trilemma regarding PSBs 

 

Introduction: 

Former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Urjit Patel in his new book Overdraft Saving 

the Indian Saver, talks about a trilemma facing the Indian central bank and the 

government, when it comes to the public sector banking system in India. 

What is the trilemma about? 

The sovereign (government) and the regulator (RBI) face a trilemma: it is clear that it is not 

possible to: 

1. Have dominance of government banks (public sector banks) in the banking sector; 

2. Retain independent regulation; and 

3. Adhere to public debt-gross domestic product (GDP) targets. 

The government along with RBI cannot hope to achieve all three points at the same time. 



 
 
 
 

 

Only two out of the three can be achieved: 

1. Predominant public sector and independent regulation by RBI. 

2. Predominant public sector and adherence to debt to GDP targets. 

Some say the government wants the public sector banks (PSBs) to dominate the banking 

system and at the same time ensure that the public debt considers go up. 

What will happen in such a circumstance? 

In this scenario, the Reserve Bank will have to compromise on independent regulation. 

To dominate the banking system, PSBs will have to increase lending at a fast pace. 

This will lead to accumulation of bad loans or loans that have been repaid for 90 days or 

more. 

Given that the recoveries of bad loans are minimal, the government, as the owner, will 

have to invest more money into the PSBs to keep them going. 

If the government puts more money into the PSBs, its deliberate will go up. It will have to 

borrow more money and the public debt to GDP ratio will rise substantially. 

How can public debt to GDP ratio be saved from rising? 

The central bank will have to dilute some regulations to help the PSBs in not recognizing 

bad loans. 

In such a case, the government need not invest in the PSBs immediately. PSBs will have a 

greater market share and the public debt to GDP ratio will not rise right away. However, 

the central bank will have to dilute banking regulations. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

What is the issue with RBI diluting norms? 

When RBI dilutes regulations, banks end up kicking the bad loans can down the road. 

This postponement leads to a bigger problem, which hits the banks, not immediately, but 

a few years later. 

This is precisely how PSBs accumulated peak bad loans of ₹ 8.96 trillion, as of March 2018. 

The government then has to recapitalize the banks in the years to come. In the process, it 

pushes the public debt to GDP ratio up. This is a situation that the government has been 

trying hard to avoid. 

Arguments for reducing government dominance on Public Sector Banks (PSBs): 

The basic argument that has been making has its roots in the discourse on banking reform 

and reducing dominant state ownership and control over the banks. 

There is an assumption that state-owned banks have a sovereign guarantee and, 

therefore, safe from the depositors' perspective. But sovereign ownership also creates a 

sense of performance complacence. 

The punishment by the stock market for non-performance is blunt but it does not 

ostensibly harm the dominant shareholder. 

It is the minority shareholder who suffers at the first instance and then (if the insulation of 

the sovereign is removed) the saver. 

However, if there is a large overlap between savers and tax payers then they are paying 

the price for saving themselves at one end even as the cost of finance for the economy 

does not go down. 

The cost of non-performing assets and administrative overheads ultimately has to be 

recovered from the profits - a reason that indicates that interest rate cuts do not get 

transmitted. 



 
 
 
 

 

Conclusion:     Eventual way out for RBI and government: 

The decline in the share of government banks in the banking sector should not be resisted. 

Current trends are broadly suggest that the banking sector is increasingly privatized, by 

stealth, much like the telecom sector. 

In the last decade, the share of PSBs in overall lending has dropped sharply from 75.1% to 

57.5% at present. 

As PSBs keep losing share, they will cause fewer headaches for the government and the 

central bank in the decades to come. 

While India does face this trilemma as proposed by the former governor, unchecked 

privatization may not be the solution. 

A balanced approach is needed where the resolution process of financial failure of private 

banks needs to be developed. These criteria must address how to secure depositor 

interests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-3 

Importance of increasing the income of those at the bottom 

of income pyramid 

India’s growth has been fueled by demand which has dampened owing to various factors. 

One untapped source of demand could be the group which lies at the bottom of income 

pyramid. This article suggests the ways to increase the income of this group. 

Structural demand problem 

• India’s structural demand problem predates the COVID-19 shock. 

• This problem has been compounded after lockdown as jobs have been lost and incomes 

have collapsed. 

• Boosting domestic demand is critical for an economic revival as external demand is likely 

to remain muted. 

• It is argued that India’s growth story has been driven by demand generated by those 

who are at the top of India’s socio-economic pyramid 

• But the demand from that section has now plateaued. 

So, where the demand is going to come from? 

• One option is to turn to those at the bottom of the pyramid. 

• Thos at the bottom of pyramid have a high marginal propensity to consume. 

• But realizing the untapped demand potential of this group requires enhancing their 

incomes and earnings. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Division of India’s workforce 

• Periodic Labor Force Survey (2018-19) tells us that less than 10 per cent of the workforce 

is engaged in regular formal jobs. 

• Another 14 per cent are engaged in regular informal jobs with average monthly earnings 

(Rs 9,500), which is roughly equivalent to or slightly below a minimum wage. 

• The self-employed and casual workers account for 50 per cent and 24 per cent of the 

workforce respectively and report average earnings that are considerably below a decent 

minimum amount. 

• Casual workers, who are unlikely to receive work on every day of the month, are at the 

bottom of the employment structure. 

How to increase the earning of those at the bottom of employment structure 

• Devising strategies that increase productivity growth in the informal economy could 

increase their income. 

• Another way of achieving this is by raising the minimum wages of the worst-off workers. 

• At present, under the Minimum Wage Act, India has a complex set of minimum wages 

which offer different wages by occupation type and skill levels. 

• The Code on Wages (2019) seeks to universalize minimum wages and extend them to 

the unorganized sector. 

• Its implementation could face implementing challenges. 

Way forward 

• 1) Ensuring a decent minimum wage for those who are the bottom of the distribution - 

the casual labor, would be helpful in this context. 

• This will help set a higher wage floor for others engaged in low-paid work, including 

regular informal workers. 



 
 
 
 

 

• 2) It is also important that minimum wages are paid in public workfare programs too, in 

particular MGNREGA works. 

• At present, MGNREGA wages are not covered under the Minimum Wages Act. 

• 3) The minimum wage can be linked to the consumption comparatively of the relatively 

better-off group of workers. 

Conclusion 

The Indian employment challenge today cannot be seen independently of the problem of 

inadequate income. The above intervention will not only enable income enhancement of 

those in low-paid work but also add fuel to demand and growth, this time from those at 

the bottom of the distribution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 

Education Policy does not adequately tackle the issue of 

inequity arising out of medium of instruction 

  

 Context: 

An astounding 34 years since its education policy was last revised, India is again at the 

cusp of a glorious and historic reform with the announcement of the National Education 

Policy (NEP) 2020. 

Timely and progressive, NEP marks a monumental development in the country’s education 

system. 

Issue of medium of instruction: 

1. The medium of instruction has been a way of perpetuating class and caste structures in 

India. Accepting this reality will help us make sense of the language policy since 

independence as well as the New Education Policy 2020 (NEP, 2020). 



 
 
 
 

 

2. NEP 2020 has many positives, including not making Hindi compulsory in South Indian 

states. 

3. The pedagogically relevant and politically sensitive issue of the medium of instruction, 

the policy seems to follow the well-trodden path. 

4. It says that the mother-tongue or the regional language would be the "preferred" mode 

of instruction till Class 5, possibly Class 8. 

5. Over the years, while school enrolment has increased, the quality of education in 

bhasha schools invariably government schools has deteriorated. At the same time, most 

students from the well-off sections have opted out of them. 

6. This shift from bhasha schools to English-medium schools first occurred in the metros, 

then in middle-level cities and has reached the villages now. The bhasha schools have 

begun drawing children from the Bahujan Samaj. 

Basha schools (regional languages) children suffer from two handicaps: 

1. First, the extremely poor quality of education in most bhasha schools - with exceptions 

in states such as Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 

2. Second, such children rarely have a tradition of education in their families and find it 

very difficult to compete with their peers who have a much better financial background, 

better education and proficiency in English. 

3. But the benefit of expanding education is that such children, who would not ask for a 

better deal earlier, are now making their demands clear. 

4. One remembers the agitation in 2014 when the Hindi-speaking students were arguing 

that the higher education system is loaded against the bhasha medium students, 

especially at the UPSC level. 

5. There is a conflict between what the educationists say - one understands the subject 

best in the mother-tongue, we as a nation should not lose such a multitude of languages, 



 
 
 
 

 

studying in the English-medium leads to gaps in the understanding of one's own society 

and what the parents think is necessary for the economic survival of their children. 

6. So, parents send their kids to English-medium schools as soon as they can afford it. The 

bhasha medium students do not get the coveted jobs and the disparity between the two 

widens. 

7. In fact, the document, iterated over the last few years, is an ode to the ideals of public 

policy, factoring in voices of every stakeholder from experts to teachers and the common 

man. 

8. It is informed by insights from 2.5 lakh gram panchayats across the country. 

Concerns that need to be addressed: 

NEP 2020 does not tackle the issue of inequity that arises out of the medium of 

instruction. 

The document pays lip-service to the promotion of bhashas, but the policy will end up 

reinforcing the status quo. The English-medium schools will continue as they are, rather 

more of them will sprout. 

But the agitation of 2014 could be a harbinger of the possible political unacceptability of 

this “manner of doing things”. 

One could let all students study English from an earlier age. Admittedly, this goes against 

the basic principles of education, and the non-elite will face more problems in studying 

English. 

But an exposure to basic English from a very young age in bhasha schools through rhymes, 

simple sentences could make learning the language later much easier. 

Making special funds available for English-teaching at panchayat or zila parishad level 

schools could also help. These could be some steps in making school education somewhat 

more egalitarian. 



 
 
 
 

 

The challenge is to implement this policy in letter and spirit. There is a need to create 

comprehensive, efficient and realistic guidelines and framework. 

Moral and Basic education is the need of the hour: 

In sum, the NEP will strengthen the fundamentals of moral and basic education and 

provide opportunities for equitable and qualitative development that is sensitive to local 

cultural contexts and global possibilities. 

This, in turn, will lead to the development of an innovative, analytical, just and aware 

Indian consciousness expediting the development of a prosperous and self-reliant nation 

(Aatmanirbhar Bharat). 

As with every policy, the real test of NEP will be translating it to action. 

Backed by expeditious and effective implementation in sync with its spirit, NEP could 

shape the lives of our future generations. 

Through a robust education system, leveraging the full potential of its demographic 

dividend, India has taken a giant leap towards towards itself as a knowledge superpower. 

Way Forward: 

The policy aims for the all-round growth of every student in scholastic and co-scholastic 

domains and emphasizes educating the students, teachers, and parents to nurture their 

potential to serve the nation. 

Its flexibility allows learners to select their preferred field of study and subsequent path in 

life following their academic and professional inclination and interests. 

The policy will prove extremely beneficial in dismantling hierarchies and barriers between 

different knowledge streams by providing easy and accessible methodologies. 

It will promote co-curricular activities and learning techniques in professional and 

academic streams. This will pave the way for a new multi / trans-disciplinary education 

system. 



 
 
 
 

 

The NEP will help to replace the rote method of learning and examination-based education 

with a system based on conceptual understanding that aims to hone the student's 

analytical skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-5 

CSIR and FSSAI 

NEWS? 

• Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India (FSSAI) sign MoU for collaborative research on food and nutrition. 

About 

• The MoU is a very important step that will create a brighter future for India seeking 

collaborative research and information dissemination in the area of food and nutrition, 

and food and consumer safety solutions in India. 

• The two organizations will collaborate towards strengthening the quality assurance of 

laboratory networks across the country aimed at development and validation of methods 

for reliable reporting on quality and safety of food products. 

• The collaboration between these two premier institutions of India will contribute in 

fulfilling the vision of New Food System 2050, which will also see an enhanced focus on 

climate-friendly food production systems, conservation of land and water resources, 

reduction in food loss and food wastage across the value chain, increase in small scale 

production units for self-sustaining local economies, use of environment friendly 

packaging alternatives, and repurposing of waste. 

CSIR 

• It is the largest research and development (R&D) organization in India established in 

September 1942 and located in New Delhi. 

• CSIR has a pan-India presence and provides significant technological intervention in 

many areas with regard to societal efforts which include the environment, health, drinking 

water, food, housing, energy, farm and non-farm sectors. 



 
 
 
 

 

• CSIR is funded by the Ministry of Science and Technology and it operates as an 

autonomous body through the Societies Registration Act, 1860. 

FSSAI 

• It is an autonomous statutory body established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 

2006 (FSS Act) and headquartered at Delhi. 

• Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India is the administrative ministry 

of FSSAI. 

Functions of FSSAI- 

• Granting FSSAI food safety license and certification for food businesses. 

• Framing of regulations to lay down the standards and guidelines and promote general 

awareness of food safety. 

• Providing suggestions to the government in framing the policies. 

• Laying down procedure and guidelines for laboratories in food businesses. 

• To collect data regarding contaminants in foods products, identification of emerging risks 

and introduction of rapid alert system. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-6 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India 

IN NEWS 

• The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India amends the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 

Board of India (Insolvency Resolution Process for Corporate Persons) Regulations, 2016 

ABOUT 

• The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) is the regulator for overseeing 

insolvency negotiations and entities like Insolvency Professional Agencies (IPA), Insolvency 

Professionals (IP) and Information Utilities (IU) in India. 

• It was established on 1st October 2016 and given statutory powers through the 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, which was passed by Lok Sabha on 5th May 2016. 

• It covers Individuals, Companies, Limited Liability Partnerships and Partnership firms. The 

new code will speed up the resolution process for stressed assets in the country. 

• It attempts to simplify the process of insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings. It handles 

the cases using two tribunals like NCLT (National company law tribunal) and Debt recovery 

tribunal. 

• It is a unique regulator: regulates a profession as well as processes. It has regulatory 

oversight over the Insolvency Professionals, Insolvency Professional Agencies, Insolvency 

Professional Entities and Information Utilities. 

POWER AND FUNCTIONS OF IBBI 

• IBBI is entrusted to administer the insolvency and bankruptcy regime in the country. It 

performs tasks like registration of insolvency professional’s agencies, and certifies and 

monitors insolvency resolution professionals. IBBI is also responsible to create information 

utilities and renew them as and when required. 



 
 
 
 

 

STRUCTURE OF IBBI 

• IBBI is constituted by ten-member committee which includes one chairman, three 

members from Central Government who cannot be below the rank of Joint Secretary or 

equivalent, One member is nominated by RBI (Reserve Bank of India) in this committee, 

and rest five members are nominated by Central Government of which three should 

function as full time members. 

CONCLUSION 

• IBBI came into existence because there was absence of properly structured organization 

to take care of falling companies and their liquidation. 

• This vacuum was creating mistrust amongst the stakeholders in the market and thus 

genuine people who needed the credit were suffering out of it. 

• This was also framed to support the falling companies to stand again on their feet by 

restructuring their credits so that they can repay them easily and make a fresh start. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-7 

Uttarakhand, Maharashtra had Highest Leopard 

Poaching in India: Traffic Study 

IN NEWS 

• A recent study by TRAFFIC India on the seizure and mortality of 'common leopards' 

(Panthera pardus fusca) revealed that of the total of 747 leopard deaths between 2015-

2019 in India, 596 were linked to illegal wildlife trade and activities related to poaching . 

ABOUT 

• These records indicated that 140 leopards were killed by poachers and their carcasses 

were recovered from the forest areas, whereas body parts belonging to the equivalent of 

456 leopards were seized during various operations by law enforcement agencies during 

the study period. 

LEOPARD CENSUS 

• The last formal census on India’s leopards was conducted in 2014, which estimated the 

population between 12,000 and 14,000. The results of a recent census of leopard sightings 

are likely to be released soon by the Wildlife Institute of India. 

ABOUT TRAFFIC 

• TRAFFIC, the Wildlife Trade Monitoring Network, is the leading non-governmental 

organization working globally on the trade of wild animals and plants in the context of 

both biodiversity and sustainable development. It was founded in 1976 as a strategic 

alliance of the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the International Union for the 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

• Established in 1979, TRAFFIC's headquarters are located in Cambridge, United Kingdom, 

with offices located in 15 strategically important locations in Africa, Asia, the Americas, 



 
 
 
 

 

Europe and Oceania. Operations are supported over the globe in countries ranging from 

Madagascar and Japan to Iceland through collaboration projects with other non-profit 

organizations and governments. 

CONCLUSION 

• Plight of leopards in illegal wildlife trade has been implemented from time to time 

through investigative reports and studies, and through various wildlife enforcement 

actions across the country. However, this has not deterred wildlife smugglers, who are 

lured by high profits and low risk of detection, to target the species. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

The new consumer 

Context 

 The consumer during and post-COVID is showing remarkable flexibility, bringing 

about a paradigm shift in her consumption pattern. 
Issue of generating demand 

 Some state governments are busy demanding the opening up of the economy. 

 However, the issue is that the economy does not merely need opening up, but it 

requires urgent generation of basic demand. 

 That is why consumer behaviour needs to be closely watched. 

 Since the lockdown, the priorities of consumers have seen a drastic shift. 

Factors to consider to increase demand 

1) The decrease in the purchasing power to buy products needs to be addressed. The 

government must look at ways like a reduction in taxes which will help the common 

man. 

2) The current scenario has also made all of us go back to the basic needs. Luxury products 

hold little value. But renting will increase. 

3) The emphasis will be on saving for a rainy day, whether in the case of banks or 

households 

4) Aviation, tourism and hospitality sectors have been hit and continue to remain so even 

after the restrictions are lifted. 

5)  e-commerce has shown exponential growth and will continue to do so. 

6) With ―Vocal for Local‖ gaining momentum, there‘s a huge increase in local apps, local 

kirana stores, local artisans and brands. 

7) Schools and colleges have taken a hit as e-learning and online courses are being 

preferred. 

8) The entertainment industry has been drastically hit. The media and entertainment 

industry needs to pay heed to this and curate content accordingly. 

9) With a lot of people laying emphasis on their health and immunity, there‘s been a 

substantial rise in the consumption of organic, ayurvedic, and immunity-boosting 



 
 
 
 

 

products. Apart from the obvious products, financial and medical insurance will play an 

important role. 

10) Real estate will suffer as no long-term, high investment purchases will be favoured, 

but renting will increase. 

Role of the government 

1) People need to be provided with their daily needs — basic essentials such as food, 

water, housing, and electricity. 

The government is already taking care of that, but money also needs to be given. 

2) Jobs need to be provided through development of infrastructure projects. 

3) Farmers need to have insurance for their crops and the infrastructure to sell at the right 

price. 

4) Migrant workers with their livelihoods being disrupted are looking for support,and 

many are focusing on agriculture as a means of income. 

Way forward 

 The government should focus on generating demand for products, and create jobs by 

improving infrastructure. 

 The government must incentivise spending by offering tax benefits on the amount 

spent. 

 Government must forget about fiscal prudence this year. 

 Consumers in rural areas are buying more than before. 

 Companies seeking volume will find solace in growth in rural areas in the coming year 

or so. 

Conclusion 

With focus on these emerging trends and changing behaviour of the consumers, the 

government must take steps to bring the economy fast on the tracks. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-2 
 

What are Immunity Passports? 
 

There is a growing debate for a rethink on ―immunity passport‖ to be handed out to those 

who have recovered from COVID-19 for the purpose of travel or work without 

restrictions of quarantine. 

Immunity Passports 

 They are the recovery or release certificate or a document attesting that its bearer is 

immune to a contagious disease. 

 The concept has drawn much attention during the COVID-19 pandemic as a potential 

way to contain the pandemic and permit faster economic recovery. 

 The can be used as a legal document granted by a testing authority following a 

serology test demonstrating that the bearer has antibodies making them immune to a 

disease. 

What is the ongoing debate? 

 Experts argue that if reinfections were a significant problem, by now, there would have 

been hundreds or at least thousands of cases of reinfections at the global level. 

 Till such time effective vaccines become available people who have recovered from 

COVID-19 should be permitted to travel without restrictions. 

A case for consideration 

 Immune protection after infection/disease is always much more robust than most 

vaccines, and definitely than most COVID-19 vaccines in development. 

 Some of the vaccines undergoing clinical trials are mostly directed at a single or a 

couple of proteins (spike) of the virus. 

 But vaccines under trial that use the inactivated coronaviruses would expose the 

immune system to a whole range of viral proteins, much like natural infection and can 

produce immune responses. 

 However, it is not known if people who have experienced asymptomatic infection 

would show robust immune responses like those who have recovered from moderate 

or severe disease. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Ethical issues involved 

 Issuing ‗immunity certificates‘ to people who have recovered can be an ethical 

minefield. 

 Doctors do not generally prefer immunity to be induced by natural infection compared 

with vaccines. It seems logical, but there are multiple challenges. 

 There might be long-term health complications in those who had COVID-19, whereas 

the vaccine will have minimal or no adverse health consequences. 

 There is a danger that similar arguments will be made for other vaccine-preventable 

diseases for which we have a universal immunisation programme. 

There is also a public health risk of issuing immunity certificates: 

 People whose livelihood has have been affected would be encouraged to adopt risky 

behaviour so as to get infected rather than taking precautions to stay protected from the 

virus. 

 This would lead to a sharp increase in cases across the country with huge numbers 

requiring hospitalization. 

 Such a situation would lead to testing capabilities getting overwhelmed, crumbling of 

the health-care systems and increased deaths. 

Threats over malpractices: 

 Immunity certification will include a system for identification and monitoring, thus 

compromising privacy. 

 Other contentious issues would be profiteering by private labs performing tests, and 

the menace of fake certificates which we have already seen in some Indian states. 

 In the end, an immunity passport will further divide the society with different ‗haves‘ 

and ‗have-nots‘. 

Way forward 

 We need to look at COVID-19 with a sense of balance and not hysteria. 

 Terms such as immunity passports may not have relevance as we do not know 

anything about specific kinds of immune responses and the duration of protection in 

people. 

 There is currently not enough evidence about the effectiveness of antibody-mediated 

immunity to guarantee the accuracy of an ‗immunity passport‘ or ‗risk-free certificate‘. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The permission to travel or work should be decided on a case by case basis, according 

to the principles of ethics while dealing with a pandemic. 

 

 

TOPIC-3 
 

How Quit India movement gave a new direction to 

India’s freedom struggle? 
 

On August 8, 78 years ago, Mahatma Gandhi gave the call for British colonizers to ―Quit 

India‖ and for the Indians to ―do or die‖ to make this happen. 

What led to the events of August 1942? 

 While factors leading to such a movement had been building up, matters came to a 

head with the failure of the Cripps Mission. 

 World War II was raging, and a beleaguered British needed the cooperation of their 

colonial subjects in India. 

 To this end, in March 1942, a mission led by Sir Stafford Cripps arrived in India to 

meet leaders of the Congress and the Muslim League. 

 The idea was to secure India‘s whole-hearted support in the war, in return for self-

governance. 

 However, despite the promise of ―the earliest possible realization of self-government 

in India‖, the offer Cripps made was of dominion status, and not freedom. 

A final blow 

 The failures of the Cripps Mission made Mahatma Gandhi realize that freedom would 

be had only by fighting tooth and nail for it. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Though initially reluctant to launch a movement that could hamper Britain‘s efforts to 

defeat Fascist forces in the World War, Congress eventually decided to launch a mass 

civil disobedience. 

 At the Working Committee meeting in Wardha in July 1942, it was decided the time 

had come for the movement to move into an active phase. 

The Gowalia Tank address and Gandhiji’s arrest 

 On August 8, Gandhiji addressed the people from Mumbai‘s Gowalia Tank maidan 

with the ‗Do or Die‘ mantra. 

 By August 9, Gandhi and all other senior Congress leaders had been jailed. 

 He was kept at the Aga Khan Palace in Pune, and later in the Yerawada jail. 

 It was during this time that Kasturba Gandhi died at the Aga Khan Palace. 

The slogan ‘Quit India’ 

 While Gandhi gave the clarion call of Quit India, the slogan was coined by Yusuf 

Meherally, a socialist and trade unionist who also served as Mayor of Mumbai. 

 A few years ago, in 1928, it was Meherally who had coined the slogan ―Simon Go 

Back‖. 

Outcome: A people’s movement 

 The arrest of the leaders, however, failed to deter the masses. With no one to give 

directions, people took the movement into their own hands. 

 In Bombay, Poona and Ahmedabad, lakhs of people clashed with the police on August 

9. On August 10, protests erupted in Delhi, UP and Bihar. 

 There were strikes, demonstrations and people‘s marches in defiance of prohibitory 

orders in Kanpur, Patna, Varanasi, and Allahabad. 

 The protests spread rapidly into smaller towns and villages. 

 Till mid-September, police stations, courts, post offices and other symbols of 

government authority were attacked. 

 Railway tracks were blocked, students went on strike in schools and colleges across 

India, and distributed illegal nationalist literature. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Mill and factory workers in Bombay, Ahmedabad, Poona, Ahmednagar, and 

Jamshedpur stayed away for weeks. 

 In some places, the protests were violent, with bridges blown up, telegraph wires cut, 

and railway lines taken apart. 

Outcome 

 The Quit India movement was violently suppressed by the British – people were shot, 

lathi-charged, villages burnt and enormous fines imposed. 

 In the five months up to December 1942, an estimated 60,000 people had been thrown 

in jail. 

Significance 

 Soon after, Gandhi and almost the entire top Congress leadership was arrested and thus 

began a truly people-led movement in our freedom struggle. 

 Eventually dispersed violently by the British, it left behind a clear message that the 

British would have to leave India, and no other solution would be acceptable to its 

masses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 

What are Confucius Institutes, and why are they 

under the scanner in India? 

 The Ministry of Education (previously HRD) had sent a letter to several institutions seeking 

information about the activities of their Confucius Institutes (CIs) and Chinese language training 

centres. 

 This has brought the spotlight to China‘s CI programme, a key pillar of Beijing‘s global soft power 

effort, and raised questions about the future of India-China cooperation in the education space. 

What are the Confucius Institutes (CI)? 

 Starting with a CI in Seoul in 2004, China‘s National Office for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign 

Language (NOCFL) known as Hanban establishes CI. 

 China has established 550 CIs and 1,172 Confucius Classrooms (CCs) housed in foreign institutions, 

in 162 countries. 

 As the Hanban explains on its website, following the experience of the British Council, Alliance 

Française and Germany‘s Goethe-Institut, China began ―establishing non-profit public institutions 

which aim to promote Chinese language and culture in foreign countries‖. 

What is the presence of CIs in India? 

 India is reviewing the presence of CIs in seven universities, in addition to 54 MoUs on inter-school 

cooperation involving China, which is not connected to the CI programme. 

 The Hanban website lists three CIs in India (the University of Mumbai, Vellore Institute of 

Technology and Lovely Professional University) and three CCs (School of Chinese Language 

Kolkata, Bharathiar University, and K.R. Mangalam University). 

 In some of these cases, it is understood that plans did not materialise. 

How have CIs been viewed around the world? 

 The CI arrangement has generated debate in the West, where some universities have closed the 

institutes amid concern over the influence of the Chinese government and it‘s funding on host 

institutions. 

 Closures of some CIs have been reported in the United States, Denmark, the Netherlands, Belgium, 

France and Sweden. 

 While the closures in the West have made news, these cases still represent a minority. Faced with this 

backlash, China is now rebranding the programme. 

 Most of the 550 CIs and more than 1,000 CCs around the world are still active, with a presence 

spanning Africa, Central Asia, Latin America, and across Asia. 



 
 
 
 

 

What does it mean for India-China relations? 

 CIs and CCs had already been in India for more than 10 years. 

 Even prior to the border skirmishes, Indian authorities had viewed the CI arrangement somewhat 

warily. 

 Along with the new move to review CIs, Mandarin has been dropped from the list of foreign 

languages that can be taught in schools in the new National Education Policy. 

Not a perfect move 

 Recent moves by India shows that it cannot be business as usual with China after the border clash. 

 However, India‘s long-term objectives are not clear. 

 De-emphasizing learning Mandarin is neither likely to impact China‘s stance on the border nor help 

India in developing the expertise and resources it needs in dealing with China. 

 

TOPIC-5 
 

Boreal Summer Intra-Seasonal Oscillation (BSISO) 
 

 
 

Researchers at the Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS), 

Hyderabad have reportedly found a way to better forecast the Boreal Summer Intra-

Seasonal Oscillation (BSISO). 



 
 
 
 

 

What is BSISO? 

 The BSISO of the Asian summer monsoon (ASM) is one of the most prominent 

sources of short-term climate variability in the global monsoon system. 

 It is the movement of convection (heat) from the Indian Ocean to the western Pacific 

Ocean roughly every 10-50 days during the monsoon (June-September). 

 Compared with the related Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO) it is more complex in 

nature, with prominent northward propagation and variability extending much further 

from the equator. 

 It represents the monsoon‘s ‗active‘ and ‗break‘ periods, in which weeks of heavy 

rainfall give way to brilliant sunshine before starting all over again. 

 The active phase also enhances monsoon winds and hence the surface waves. 

Why predict BSISO behaviour? 

 Some phases of boreal summer intraseasonal oscillation or BSISO induce high wave 

activity in the north Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea, the researchers claimed. 

 Wave forecast advisories based on the BSISO would be more useful for efficient 

coastal and marine management. 

 This finding has a great significance in developing seasonal and climate forecast 

service for waves and coastal erosion for India. 

 

TOPIC-6 
 

Pakistan’s new Political Map 
 

Recently Pakistani PM announced a new political map of Pakistan. 

A chain reaction 

 With this, Pakistan became the third country to launch a new political map after India 

and Nepal did the same. 

 India had reiterated its territorial claims in J&K, and Ladakh with the new map; this 

triggered a reaction from Nepal which contested Indian claims in the Kalapani region 

of Pithoragarh district. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

What are the features of the new map? 

 The new political map of Pakistan has claimed the entire region of Jammu and 

Kashmir stretching all the way to the edge of Ladakh. 

 The map also claims Junagarh and Manavadar, a former princely State and territory, 

respectively that are part of present-day Gujarat. 

 Pakistan also claimed the entire territory and water bodies that fall in the Sir Creek 

region in the westernmost part of India. 

Defiance of old agreements 

 The territorial claims of Pakistan are, however, of a far greater extent and challenge 

many of the past understandings and treaties. 

 This clearly runs counter to the Simla Agreement which treated Kashmir as a bilateral 

matter. 

 It leaves out a claim line at the eastern end of J&K indicating Pakistan‘s willingness to 

make China a third party in the Kashmir issue. 

How different is it from previous ones? 

 A similar map has been part of school textbooks of Pakistan for many years which 

highlights the territorial aspiration of Pakistan over the northern part of the 

subcontinent. 

 The document also maintains bits of reality on the ground as it shows the Line of 

Control in Kashmir in a red-dotted line. 

 The map may be used to provide legal cover for some of Islamabad‘s territorial 

ambitions, especially in Kashmir and Sir Creek. 

A Cartographical warfare 

 The map is likely to lead to changes in Pakistan‘s position on territorial disputes with 

India. 

 By demanding the entire J&K region, Pak is changing the main features of its Kashmir 

discourse as it includes the Jammu region prominently. 

 The inclusion of Junagarh and Manavadar opens fundamental issues of territorial 

sovereignty of India. 

 Manavadar, a princely territory, joined India on February 15, 1948, and Indian troops 

marched into Junagarh in September that year incorporating it into Indian Territory. 



 
 
 
 

 

 By normalizing Islamabad‘s claims over these former princely territories, Pakistan is 

most likely to assert its rights over the former princely State of Hyderabad as well. 

What does Pakistan plan to gain by this exercise? 

 Sir Creek is a collection of water bodies that extend from the Arabian Sea deep inside 

the territory of Kutch and is rich in biodiversity and mangrove forests. 

 India‘s position on Sir Creek is based on the Kutch arbitration case of 1966-69. 

 The new map can be used to reassert Pakistan‘s claims regarding the Rann which it 

had lost in the arbitration conducted in Geneva. 

 India‘s position regarding Sir Creek is based on the fact that the arbitration had granted 

the entire Rann and its marshy areas to India while leaving the solid land across the 

Rann to Pakistan. 

 By demanding the demarcation to shift towards the eastern bank, Pakistan appears to 

be going back also on the spirit of the Rann of Kutch arbitration where the 

overwhelming evidence of maps supported India‘s claims. 

Are there any claims on its western borders? 

 The map is silent about territorial claims in the west and northwest of Pakistan. 

 It indicates Islamabad‘s acceptance of the Durand Line as the border with Afghanistan. 

 The reality on the ground, however, shows problems that continue to haunt Pakistan on 

that front as well where law and order have been difficult to maintain because of free 

movement of armed fighters. 

 A deadly clash between Afghan civilians and Pakistani troops near its Khyber-

Pakhtunkhwa province is a usual discourse. 

 The resultant situation has placed Afghan and Pakistani troops in a confrontational 

position. 

A move in absurdity 

 Pakistan described it as a document that depicts the aspiration of the people of 

Pakistan. 

 It has indicated that the map will eventually trigger diplomatic battles with India as it 

negates previous understandings. 

 Our Ministry of External Affairs regarded this exercise as ―political absurdity‖. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

TOPIC-7 
 

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF) Scheme 

 
PM has launched a new financing scheme under the ₹1 lakh crore AIF. 

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF) 

 It is a Central Sector Scheme meant for setting up storage and processing facilities, 

which will help farmers, get higher prices for their crops. 

 It will support farmers, PACS, FPOs, Agri-entrepreneurs, etc. in building community 

farming assets and post-harvest agriculture infrastructure. 

 These assets will enable farmers to get greater value for their produce as they will be 

able to store and sell at higher prices, reduce wastage and increase processing and 

value addition. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

What exactly is the AIF? 

 The AIF is a medium – long term debt financing facility for investment in viable 

projects for post-harvest management infrastructure and community farming assets 

through interest subvention and credit guarantee. 

 The duration of the scheme shall be from FY2020 to FY2029 (10 years). 

 Under the scheme, Rs. 1 Lakh Crore will be provided by banks and financial 

institutions as loans with interest subvention of 3% per annum. 

 It will provide credit guarantee coverage under Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro 

and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) for loans up to Rs. 2 Crore. 

Target beneficiaries 

The beneficiaries will include farmers: 

 PACS, Marketing Cooperative Societies, FPOs, SHGs, Joint Liability Groups (JLG), 

Multipurpose Cooperative Societies, Agri-entrepreneurs, Startups, and Central/State 

agency or Local Body sponsored Public-Private Partnership Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

TOPIC-8 
 

 E-Sanjeevani Tele-Medicine Platform 

 
1.5 lakh teleconsultations were recently completed on the ―e-Sanjeevani‖ and ―e-Sanjeevani 

OPD‖ tele-medicine. 

Why Telemedicine? 
Telemedicine can increase the efficiency of care delivery, reduce expenses of 

caring for patients or transporting to another location, and can even keep 
patients out of the hospital.   

E-Sanjeevani Platform 

 E-Sanjeevani is a platform-independent, browser-based application facilitating both doctor-

to-doctor and patient-to-doctor tele-consultations. 

 It provides the ease of accessing the health records at the comforts of one‘s home. 

 The application is based on invite-system which restricts it to the actual beneficiaries of the 

application. 

 It has a user-friendly interface which facilitates both tech-savvy and novice doctors/users in 

the rural and urban environment to access the application. 

 This eSanjeevani platform has enabled two types of telemedicine services viz. Doctor-to-

Doctor (eSanjeevani) and Patient-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani OPD) Tele-consultations. 

 The former is being implemented under the Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centre 

(AB-HWCs) programme. 



 
 
 
 

 

Services included: 

The telemedicine platform hosts speciality OPDs which include: 

 Gynaecology, Psychiatry, Dermatology, ENT, Ophthalmology, antiretroviral therapy (ART) 

for the AIDS/HIV patients, Non-Communicable Disease (NCD) etc 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 
What India should consider about the proposition to isolate China 

Worsening U.S.-China ties and implications for other countries 

 After years of cooperating with one another, the U.S. and China are currently at the 

stage of confrontation. 

 Both are seeking allies to join their camps. 

 This places several countries in Asia, in a difficult position as most of them, loathe to 

take sides. 

 The U.S. may not necessarily be the first choice for many countries of Asia and the 

Asia-Pacific region. 

 In the case of China, it is clearly more feared than loved. 

China’s aggression 

 Beijing‟s virtual takeover of Hong Kong has only confirmed what had long been 

known about China‟s intentions. 

 In March-April this year, China further stepped up its aggressive actions, renaming 

almost 80 geographical features in the region as an index of Chinese sovereignty. 

 Taiwan, Japan, Vietnam, Indonesia and South Korea have all complained about 

China‟s menacing postures in their vicinity. 

How countries are resisting China 

 Hardly any country in Asia is willing to openly confront China, and side with the U.S. 

 East Asian countries explain that China was always known to be over-protective of the 

South China Sea. 

 And China consider South China Sea a natural shield against possible hostile 

intervention by outside forces inimical to it. 

 No U.S. assurance and Chinese aggression has been enough to make countries in the 

region openly side with the U.S. and against China. 

China’s economic grip and lessons for India 

 Despite a series of diktats from Washington to restrict economic and other relations, 

China remains unfazed. 



 
 
 
 

 

 China seems confident that its stranglehold on the global economy ensures that it does 

not face any real challenge. 

 It would be wise for India to recognise this. 

 It is equally necessary to realise how fickle some of these countries can be when it 

comes to economic issues. 

  At a recent meeting in Washington Australia (a member of the Quad) made it clear 

that China is important for Australia. 

 Likewise, the U.K.‟s Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 

recently stated in its Parliament, that the U.K. wants a positive relationship with China. 

 It is evident that few nations across the world are willing to risk China‟s ire because of 

strong economic ties. 

India’s relations with neighbouring countries: concerns 

 India‟s relations with Nepal, meanwhile, have hit a roadblock over the Kalapani area. 

 In Sri Lanka, the return of the Rajapaksas to power after the recent elections does not 

augur too well for India-Sri Lanka relations. 

 The strain in India-Bangladesh relations is a real cause for concern since it can provide 

a beachhead against Chinese activities in the region. 

Growing Chinese presence in India’s sphere of influence 

  In July, the Chinese Foreign Minister organised a virtual meeting of the Foreign 

Ministers of Nepal, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

 In this meeting, China proposed economic corridor plan with Nepal, styled as 

the Trans-Himalayan Multi-Dimensional Connectivity Network. 

 China has also made headway in Iran to an extent, again at India‟s expense. 

Conclusion 

Geo-balancing is not happening to China‟s disadvantage. This lesson must be well 

understood when India plan its future strategy. 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-2 
Increasing dependence on indirect taxes and issues with it 

Important changes in direct taxes 

 The wealth tax was abolished in 2016. 

 Wealth tax was replaced by a 2 per cent surcharge on super-rich individuals with 

taxable income of over Rs 10 crore. 

 But the government rolled back the increase in surcharge in 2019. 

 Corporate taxes were slashed from 30 per cent to 22 per cent to attract foreign 

investors and induce Indian companies to invest. 

  Cuts in corporate tax that have resulted in a revenue loss of Rs 1.5 lakh crore have 

contributed to making the state poor. 

Increasing indirect taxes and cess 

 The share of indirect taxes has increased by up to 50 per cent of the gross tax 

revenue in FY2019 from 43 per cent in FY2011. 

 The combined share of customs and excise duties and value-added tax reached an all-

time high of 10.5 per cent of GDP. 
 This high was following a three-year-long steady increase in customs or excise duty on 

commonly used goods, such as petroleum products, metals and sugar, automobiles 

and consumer durables. 
 This is also when the service tax was hiked steadily to 18 per cent under GST from 

12.4 per cent in 2014. 

 Swachh Bharat cess and Krishi Kalyan cesses were imposed in addition to GST. 

 The permanent nature of these cesses has been widely opposed by the states and 

criticised by the CAG. 

 CAG has pointed out the lack of transparency and incomplete reporting in accounts 

on the utilisation of amounts collected under cesses. 

 All of this is troubling because indirect taxes often penalise the poor and the middle 

class more than the rich. 

Case for the wealth tax 

 High tax rates on the wealthy in Europe have played a key role in ensuring a strong 

social security net for the poor. 



 
 
 
 

 

 This successful example should encourage India to consider the rationale for a wealth 

tax. 

 Higher taxes on the super-rich could be used for cash transfers and a fiscal stimulus, 

that, in India, at 1 per cent of GDP each, have been negligible so far. 

 A wealth tax, a COVID-19 cess on the super-rich and a surcharge on the super-rich for 

their income from listed equity shares are critical for mitigating the current situation. 

Issues with such policy 

 Cuts in corporate taxes, increased indirect tax revenues, decreased capital expenditure 

and practically no change in revenue expenditure on health and education show that 

India‟s taxation policy is more business-friendly than pro-poor. 

 This is happening at a time when a supply-side oriented approach to the economy is 

counter-cyclical. 

 Faced with increased expenditure amid pandemic Centre increased the duty on fuel by 

a record Rs 10 per litre on petrol when global crude prices have been falling. 

 This speaks of the government‟s increased dependency on indirect tax-based revenues. 

Conclusion 

COVID-19 may be a blessing in disguise if it allows India to reform its tax system in 

order to make it work towards inclusive growth and sustainable development rather than 

targeting only investment-led economic growth. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

TOPIC-3 

What is Balance of Payments? 
 

India‟s balance of payments this year is going to be “very very strong” on the back of 

significant improvement in exports and a fall in imports said the Commerce and 

Industry Ministry. 

Balance of Payment 

 BOP is the oldest and the most important statistical statement for any country. 

 In a nutshell BOP of a country is “a systematic record of all economic transactions 

between the residents of one country with the residents of the other country in a 

financial year”. 

 Economic Transactions include all the foreign receipts and payments made by a 

country during a given financial year. 

 Foreign receipts include all the earnings and borrowings by a country from the other 

countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 
 

Indus Water Treaty (IWT) 
 

 
 

India has refused a request by Pakistan to hold a meeting on issues around the Indus Water 

Treaty (IWT) at the Attari check post near the India-Pakistan border. 

The IWT has been in existence since 1960, and reached a flash point in the 

aftermath of the Uri attacks in 2016 with PM declaring that “blood and water 

couldn’t flow together”. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

About Indus Waters Treaty, 1960 

 The IWT is a water-distribution treaty between India and Pakistan, brokered by the 

World Bank signed in Karachi in 1960. 

 According to this agreement, control over the water flowing in three “eastern” rivers of 

India — the Beas, the Ravi and the Sutlej was given to India 

 The control over the water flowing in three “western” rivers of India — the Indus, the 

Chenab and the Jhelum was given to Pakistan 

 The treaty allowed India to use western rivers water for limited irrigation use and 

unrestricted use for power generation, domestic, industrial and non-consumptive uses 

such as navigation, floating of property, fish culture, etc. while laying down precise 

regulations for India to build projects 

 India has also been given the right to generate hydroelectricity through the run of the 

river (RoR) projects on the Western Rivers which, subject to specific criteria for 

design and operation is unrestricted. 

Talks stalled on key projects 

 Among the key points on the table was evolving a procedure to solve differences on technical aspects 

governing the construction of the Ratle run-of-the-river (RoR) project on the Chenab in the Kishtwar 

district. 

 India has called for the appointment of a „neutral‟ party while Pakistan favours a Court of Arbitration 

to agree upon a final resolution on the design parameters of this hydropower project. 

 According to the IWT, India has the right to build RoR projects on the three „western‟ rivers — the 

Chenab, Jhelum and Indus — provided it does so without substantially impeding water flow in 

Pakistan downstream. 

 Pakistan believes that the project‟s current design does pose a serious impediment and has told the 

World Bank that it wants a Court of Arbitration (CoA) set up to decide on the issue. 

 India says this is only a technical issue and mutually solvable. 

 

TOPIC-5 

What is the Negative Imports List for Defence? 
 

The Defence Ministry announced a list of 101 items that it will stop importing. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Negative Imports List 

 The negative list essentially means that the Armed Forces—Army, Navy and Air 

Force—will only procure all of these 101 items from domestic manufacturers. 

 The manufacturers could be private sector players or Defence Public Sector 

Undertakings (DPSUs). 

Why such a decision? 

 As per Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, which tracks defence exports 

and imports globally, India has been the second-largest importer between 2014 and 

2019 with US$ 16.75 billion worth of imports. 

 By denying the possibility of importing the items on the negative list, the domestic 

industry is given the opportunity to step up and manufacture them for the needs of the 

forces. 

 The government has been hoping that the defence manufacturing sector can play a 

leading role in boosting the economy, not just for the domestic market, but to become 

an exporter as well. 

Items included in the negative list 

The items mentioned in the negative imports list include: 

 water jet fast attack craft to survey vessels, pollution control vessels, light transport 

aircraft, GSAT-6 terminals, radars, unmanned aerial vehicles, to certain rifles, artillery 

guns, bulletproof jackets, missile destroyers, etc. 

Impact of the move 

 The items in the list are of proven technologies and do not involve any critical or 

cutting-edge technology for a next-generation weapon system or platform. 

 Against each of these items is mentioned a year when import embargo would kick in, 

leading to apprehensions that demands will be placed with foreign vendors until then, 

leaving very little for domestic producers. 

 But this may also provide domestic players time to build capability and capacity to 

produce the items. 

 The biggest challenge for the government and the armed forces will be to keep this 

commitment to domestic producers in the event of an operational requirement. 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-6 

Fourth Edition of the National Public Procurement Conclave Inaugurated 

IN NEWS 

• The Fourth edition of the National Public Procurement Conclave [NPPC], organized 

by Government e Marketplace [GeM], in association with the Confederation of 

Indian Industry [CII] for two days, was inaugurated online by Shri PiyushGoyal, 

Union Commerce and Industry & Railways Minister 

• The theme of NPPC is "Technology enabled Government Procurement - Towards 

efficiency, transparency, and inclusiveness". 

ABOUT 

• GeM is a short form of one stop Government e-Market Place hosted by DGS & D 

where common user goods and services can be procured. GeM is dynamic, self-

sustaining and user friendly portal for making procurement by Government officers. 

• Public procurement forms a very important part of government activity and reform in 

public procurement is one of the top priorities of the present government. 

• Government e-Marketplace (GeM - gem.gov.in) is a very bold step of the Government 

with the aim to transform the way in which procurement of goods and services is 

done by the Government Ministries and Departments, Public Sector Undertakings 

and other apex autonomous bodies of the Central Government. 

FEATURES OF GEM 

• Transparency-GeM eliminates human interface in vendor registration, order 

placement and payment processing, to a great extent. Being an open platform, GeM 

offers no entry barriers to bonafide suppliers who wish to do business with the 

Government their feet by restructuring their credits so that they can repay them easily 

and make a fresh start. 

• Efficiency - Direct purchase on GeM can be done in a matter of minutes and the entire 

process in online, end to end integrated and with online tools for assessing price 

reasonability. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Secure and safe- GeM is a completely secure platform and all the documents on 

GeM are e-signed at various stages by the buyers and sellers. 

• Potential - On GeM, the filters for selecting goods which are Preferential Market 

Access (PMA) compliant and those manufactured by Small Scale Industries (SSI), 

enables the government buyers to purchase make in India and SSI goods very easily. 

• Savings -The transparency, efficiency and ease of use of the GeM portal has resulted 

in a substantial reduction in prices on GeM, in comparison to the tender, rate contract 

and direct purchase rates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-7 

Mauritius Declares Emergency as Stranded Ship Spills Fuel 

IN NEWS 

• The Indian Ocean island of Mauritius declared a "state of environmental emergency" 

late Friday after a Japanese-owned ship that ran aground offshore days ago began 

spilling tons of fuel. 

ABOUT 

• Mauritius officially the Republic of Mauritius, is an island nation in the Indian Ocean 

about 2,000 kilometres (1,200 mi) off the south-east coast of the African continent. 

• It includes the eponymous main island of Mauritius and Rodrigues, Agaléga and St. 

Brandon. The islands of Mauritius and Rodrigues form part of the Mascarene Islands, 

along with nearby Réunion, a French overseas department. 

• The capital and largest city, Port Louis, is located on Mauritius, where most of the 

population is concentrated. 

OIL SPILL 

• The government on Saturday declared an environmental emergency as satellite images 

showed a dark slick spreading in the turquoise waters near wetlands that the 

government called "very sensitive". 

• French President Emmanuel Macron announced that his country will help from the 

neighboring island of Reunion, a French overseas territory. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

• When there are oil spills in the ocean or freshwater, it does not blend with the water. 

• This layer, called a slick, expands until the oil layer is extremely thin and can spread 

hundreds of miles wide. This layer is called a sheen and is usually less than 0.01 mm 

thick. This can block sunlight from reaching oceanic environments, which can 

severely impact producers and, thus, the entire food chain of an ecosystem. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Marine and coastal life can be contaminated in a number of ways, through poison by 

ingestion, destruction of habitat and direct contact with oil. 

COMMON METHOD USED TO CONTROL OIL SPILL 

• Oil booms are the most common and popular equipment used in oil clean-up due to 

their simpler design and easier execution. 

• Once the oil is bounded by oil booms, it can be extracted or skimmed easily with the 

help of skimmers or oil scoops. These skimmers are fitted onto boats to remove the 

floating oil or greasy contaminants. 

• Materials that can adsorb or absorb liquids are termed as sorbents. The use of sorbents 

is a natural process of oil clean-up. The most common types of sorbents are peat 

moss, vermiculite (straw), and hay. 

• It is similar to burning rice husk after yielding rice crop. In this method, the floating 

oil is set to fire by igniting it safely. It is the most proficient method of oil clean-up, 

as it can efficiently remove 98% of the total spilled oil. 

COMMON METHOD USED TO CONTROL OIL SPILL 

• Oil booms are the most common and popular equipment used in oil clean-up due to 

their simpler design and easier execution. 

• Once the oil is bounded by oil booms, it can be extracted or skimmed easily with the 

help of skimmers or oil scoops. These skimmers are fitted onto boats to remove the 

floating oil or greasy contaminants. 

• Materials that can adsorb or absorb liquids are termed as sorbents. The use of sorbents 

is a natural process of oil clean-up. The most common types of sorbents are peat 

moss, vermiculite (straw), and hay. 

• It is similar to burning rice husk after yielding rice crop. In this method, the floating 

oil is set to fire by igniting it safely. It is the most proficient method of oil clean-up, 

as it can efficiently remove 98% of the total spilled oil. 



 
 
 
 

 

• When oil cannot be confined to booms, the last option that remains is oil 

disintegration. Dispersals are chemicals spread over the spilled oil to initiate the 

disintegration of oil. 

TOPIC-8 

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund 

Why in NEWS? 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 09th August 2020, launched Rs 1 lakh crore 

financing facility under the Agricultural Infrastructure Fund. 

About 

• Facility is launched for startups, agri-entrepreneurs, agri-tech players, and farmer 

groups for post-harvest management and fostering farm assets. 

• Prime Minister also released the sixth installment of Rs 17,000 crore funds to 8.5 crore 

farmers under the PM-KISAN (Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi) scheme. 

Agri-Infra Fund 

• The new agri-infra fund, the duration of which will be 10 years till 2029, aims to 

provide medium-to-long term debt financing facility for investment in viable projects 

for post-harvest management infrastructure and community farming assets through 

interest subvention and financial support. 

• About Rs 1 lakh crore will be sanctioned under the financing facility in partnership 

with multiple lending institutions as loans to primary agri-credit societies, farmer 

groups, farmer producer organizations (FPOs), agri-entrepreneurs, startups and agri-

tech players. 

• It will be provided for setting up of cold stores and chains, warehousing, silos, 

assaying, grading and packaging units, e-marketing points linked to e-trading 

platforms and ripening chambers, besides PPP projects for crop aggregation 

sponsored by central / state / local bodies. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Loans will be disbursed in four years starting with sanction of Rs. 10,000 crore in the 

current year and Rs. 30,000 crore each in next three financial years. 

• Moratorium for repayment may vary subject to minimum of 6 months and maximum 

of 2 years. 

• Loans will have interest subvention of 3% per annum up to a limit of Rs. 2 crore. This 

subvention will be available for a maximum period of seven years. 

• Credit guarantee coverage will be available for eligible borrowers from the scheme 

under Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) 

scheme for a loan up to Rs. 2 crore. 

• It will be managed and monitored through an online Management Information System 

(MIS) platform 

• In case of FPOs the credit guarantee may be availed from the facility created under 

FPO promotion scheme. 

PM-KISAN scheme 

• Under this scheme by Ministry of Agriculture and Farm Welfare, Government is 

providing annually Rs 6,000 in three equal installments to 14 crore farmers, directly 

transferred into the bank accounts of the beneficiaries through direct benefit transfer 

(DBT) mode. 

• It intends to supplement the financial needs of the Small and Marginal Farmers 

(SMFs) in procuring various inputs to ensure proper crop health and appropriate 

yields, commensurate with the anticipated farm income at the end of each crop cycle. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

TOPIC-9 

e-Sanjeevani 

Why in NEWS? 

• Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan lauded the contribution of states in popularizing e-

Sanjeevani in a short span of time since November last year. 

About E-Sanjeevani 

• It is the Tele-Medicine platform rolled out by Health Ministry. 

• E-Sanjeevani platform has enabled two types of telemedicine services - Doctor-to-

Doctor (e-Sanjeevani) and Patient-to-Doctor (e-Sanjeevani OPD) tele-consultations. 

• Tele-consultation by e-Sanjeevani and e-Sanjeevani OPD has been implemented by 23 

States, which covers 75 percent of the population. 

• It is planned to implement tele-consultation in all the 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness 

Centers (as spokes) in a 'Hub and Spoke' model, by December 2022. 

Telemedicine 

• It is the delivery of healthcare services, where distance is a critical factor, by all 

healthcare professionals using information and communication technologies for the 

exchange of valid information for diagnosis, treatment and prevention of disease and 

injuries, research and evaluation, and for the continuing education of healthcare 

providers. 

• Telemedicine translates to 'healing at a distance', is considered to be the remote 

diagnosis and treatment of patients by means of telecommunications technology. 

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic center's recent guidelines allowing for widespread 

use of telemedicine services came as a great push for telehealth crusaders in the 

country 



 
 
 
 

 

• It is an umbrella term to encompass health care delivery in addition to education, 

research, health surveillance, and public health promotion. 

• National telemedicine service has completed more than 1,50,000 tele-consultations 

enabling patient to doctor consultations from the confines of their home. 

• Government has started implementing the vision of Digital India through broadband 

and mobile phones at the Ayushman Bharat - Health and Wellness Centers. 

• With the cooperation of states and UTs, and a pool of selfless and medical 

practitioners and experts, healthcare services have been provided through tele-

medicine platforms such as e-Sanjeevani which has greatly augmented the health 

infrastructure during the COVID pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-10 
Submarine Cable Connectivity to Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

 
 

Our PM has launched the submarine Optical Fibre Cable (OFC) connecting Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands to the mainland. 

What is a submarine communications cable? 

 A submarine communications cable is a cable laid on the seabed between land-based 

stations to transmit telecommunication signals across stretches of ocean and sea. 

 The optical fibre elements are typically individually coated with plastic layers and 

contained in a protective tube suitable for the environment where the cable will be 

deployed. 

 Compared to satellites, using internet connection through submarine cables is more 

reliable, cost-efficient and of large capacity. 

About the project 

 About 2,300 km of submarine optical fibre cable (OFC) has been laid at a cost of about 

Rs 1,224 crore to provide better connectivity in the UT. 

 The project envisages better connectivity from Chennai to Port Blair and seven other 

Islands — Swaraj Deep (Havelock), Long Island, Rangat, Hutbay (Little Andaman), 

Kamorta, Car Nicobar and Campbell Bay (Great Nicobar). 



 
 
 
 

 

 The project is funded by the government through the Universal Service Obligation 

Fund under the ministry of communications. 

 The foundation stone for the project was laid by PM Modi in December 2018 at Port 

Blair. 

Expected outcomes 

 The OFC will enable the delivery of faster and more reliable mobile and landline 

telecom services to Andaman & Nicobar Islands, at par with other parts of India. 

 The submarine optical fibre cable link will deliver bandwidth of 2 x 200 Gigabits per 

second (Gbps) between Chennai and Port Blair, and 2 x 100 Gbps between Port Blair 

and the other islands. 

 Besides this, 4G mobile services, which were constrained due to limited backhaul 

bandwidth provided via satellite, will also see a major boost. 

Benefits of the project 

 Better connectivity in the region will facilitate the delivery of e-governance services 

such as telemedicine and tele-education. 

 Small enterprises will benefit from opportunities in e-commerce, while educational 

institutions will utilise the enhanced availability of bandwidth for e-learning and 

knowledge sharing. 

 Business Process Outsourcing services and other medium and large enterprises too 

also benefit from better connectivity. 

 The internet bills in Andaman and Nicobar will also come down substantially. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

TOPIC-11 
 Himalayan Geothermal Springs release huge amount of 

carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 

 
The Himalayas, which hosts about 600 geothermal springs needs to be considered while 

estimating emissions to the carbon cycle and thereby to global warming says, Indian 

researchers. 

Note the following hot springs in India: 
1) Panamik in Nubra valley 

2) Kheer Ganga in Kullu, Himachal 

3) Manikaran Sahib, Himachal 

4) Tattapani, Chhattisgarh 

5) Gaurikund, Uttarakhand 

6) Yumthang, Sikkim 

7) Reshi, Sikkim 



 
 
 
 

 

Geothermal springs 

 

 Geothermal or Hot springs are heated by shallow intrusions of magma (molten rock) in 

volcanic areas. Some thermal springs, however, are not related to volcanic activity. 

 The water is heated by convective circulation: groundwater percolates downward & 

reaches depths of a kilometre or more where the temperature of rocks is high because 

of the normal temperature gradient of the Earth‟s crust. 

Why consider the Himalayas? 

 The Himalayan geothermal springs which cover about 10,000 square km in the 

Garhwal region of Himalaya show a significant discharge of CO2 rich water. 

 The estimated carbon dioxide degassing (removal of dissolved gases from liquids, 

especially water or aqueous solutions) flux is nearly 7.2 ×106 mol/year to the 

atmosphere. 

 Such CO2 degassing should be taken into account to assess global carbon outflux in 

the earth‟s atmosphere. 

Where does this CO2 come from? 

 Carbon outflux from Earth‟s interior to the exosphere through volcanic eruptions, fault 

zones, and geothermal systems contribute to the global carbon cycle that effects short 

and long term climate of the Earth. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The CO2 in the thermal springs are sourced from metamorphic decarbonation of 

carbonate rocks present deep in the Himalayan core along with magmatism and 

oxidation of graphite. 

 Most of the geothermal water is dominated by evaporation followed by weathering of 

silicate rocks. 

 Isotopic analyses further point towards a meteoric source for geothermal water. 

 

TOPIC-12 

 Mount Sinabung 

 

The Mount Sinabung volcano in Indonesia has erupted spouting ash at least 5,000 metres 

high into the sky. 

In the Philippines, a volcano called Taal on the island of Luzon; 50 km from 

Manila has recently erupted in January. Note all such recent eruption in news. 

Mount Sinabung 

 It is a Pleistocene-to-Holocene stratovolcano in the Karo plateau of Karo Regency, 

North Sumatra, Indonesia. 

 It is created by the subduction of the Indo-Australian Plate under the Eurasian Plate. 

 It erupted in 2010 after a 400-year-long hiatus and has been continuously active since 

September 2013. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

TOPIC-13 

 Issue of contempt of court 

Issues with the concept of contempt 

 The concept of contempt is a centuries-old British law abolished in 2013. 

 At the time the British Law Commission said that one of the intentions for contempt 

of court was to hide judicial corruption. 

 The concept, therefore, clashed with the need for transparency but also freedom of 

speech. 

Let’s look into some comment’s from judges 

 In1968, a British judge, had this to say of the Law of Contempt “We will not use it to 

suppress those who speak against us. We do not fear criticism, nor do we resent it. For 

there is something far more important at stake. It is no less than freedom of speech 

itself. “ 
 In a 2008 lecture by Justice Markandey Katju noted that “The test to determine 

whether an act amounts to contempt of court or not is this: Does it make the 

functioning of judges impossible or extremely difficult? If it does not, then it does 

not amount to contempt of court even if it‟s harsh criticism”. 

Way forward 

 Whilst justice is important, judges must not take themselves too seriously. 

 Even if their amour propre is offended, it does not mean the institution has been 

questioned or justice brought into disrepute. 

 Judges deliver justice, they do not embody it. 

 They should never forget their Court is supreme because it’s final not because it’s 

infallible. 

 When they lapse they can be criticised, but of course, politely and fairly. 

Conclusion 

Indian Supreme Court hopefully pay attention to this aspect while delivering the judgement 

on the contempt cases. 
 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-14 

A new direction for India-U.S. ties 
 

Following 12 factors would influence the depth and longevity of the India-U.S. ties. 

1) Outcome of the  U.S. Presidential elections 

 The success of India‟s new bonding with the U.S. will depend on the outcome of the 

U.S. Presidential elections. 

 The Democratic party candidate with the Left wing and liberals in the U.S. has been 

highly critical of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act. 

2) Need to build trust with the U.S. 

 India purchased of the S-400 air defence missile system from Russia disregarding 

the U.S. concerns. 

 India refused to send Indian troops to Afghanistan. 

 We need to build trust with the U.S. that we will give to the U.S. as good as it gives us. 

 For this structuring we must realise that India-U.S. relations require give and take on 

both sides. 

 What India needs to take today is for dealing with the Ladakh confrontation with 

China. 

 Obviously, India needs U.S. hardware military equipment. 

3)  Fighting the U.S. enemy in neighbourhood 
 The U.S. needs India to fight her enemies in the neighbourhood such as in 

Afghanistan. 

 India should send two divisions gradually to Afghanistan and relieve U.S. troops to go 

home 

4) Intelligence sharing and cooperation 
 India needs the support of the U.S. and its ally, Israel, in cyberwarfare, satellite 

mappings of China and Pakistan. 

 There is a need for sharing intercepts of electronic communication, hard intelligence 

on terrorists, and controlling the military and the Inter-Services Intelligence in 

Pakistan. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

5) Developing naval bases 

 India needs the U.S. to completely develop the Andaman & Nicobar, and also the 

Lakshadweep Islands as a naval and air force base. 

 These naval bases can be used by the U.S  and shared along with its allies such as 

Indonesia and Japan. 

6) Economic relations and India’s concerns 

 The economic relations must be based on macroeconomic commercial principles. 

 Free, indiscriminate flow of U.S. foreign direct investment (FDI) is not in India’s 

national interest. 

7) Technology sharing 

 India needs technologies such as thorium utilisation, desalination of sea water, and 

hydrogen fuel cells. 

8) U.S. should allow import of agricultural product 

 The U.S. must allow India‟s exports of agricultural products including Bos indicus 

milk, which are of highly competitive prices in the world. 

9) FDI in India 

 FDI should be allowed into India selectively from abroad, including from the U.S. 

 FDI in India should be based on the economic theory of comparative advantage and 

not on subsidies and gratis. 

10) Tariffs 

 Tariffs of both India and the U.S. should be lowered, and the Indian rupee should be 

gradually revalued to ₹35 to a dollar. 

 Later, with the economy picking up, the rupee rate should go below 10 to the dollar. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

11) Stay away from certain issues 

  India should not provide the U.S. with our troops to enter Tibet, or be involved in the 

Hong Kong and Taiwan issue. 

 There is always a possibility of a leadership change in China. 

 Thus, China‟s policy changed very favourably towards India. 

 In the cases of Tibet, Taiwan, and Hong Kong, we have made explicit agreements. 

 In the case of Tibet, two formal treaties were signed by Nehru (1954) and A.B. 

Vajpayee (2003). 

12) Trilateral commitment to world peace 

 In the long run, India, the U.S., and China should form a trilateral commitment for 

world peace provided Chinese current international policies undergo a healthy change. 

Conclusion 

Both countries need to recognise each other‟s concern and work towards the deepening 

of the ties for the mutual benefit and with a view to dealing with the challenges 

confronting both the countries. 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 

विषय-1 

ओस्लो श ांवि समझौि  

प्रसांग:   1990 के दशक के ओस्लो श ांवि दूिो ां ने िेस्ट बैंक के कुछ वहस्ोां में विविस्तीवनयो ां 

को आत्मद ह वदय । 

के ब रे में: 

ओस्लो समझौते 1990 के दशक में इजरायल और फिफलस्तीफनयोों के बीच हुए समझौतोों की एक शृ्ोंखला 

है। 

• ओस्लो I (1993) को औपचाररक रूप से फसद्ाोंतोों की घोषणा के रूप में जाना जाता है (डीओपी) ने 

मध्य पूर्व शाोंफत प्रफहृया के फलए एक समय साररणी की स्थापना की। इसने रे्स्ट बैंक में गाजा और 

जेररको में एक अोंतररम फिफलस्तीनी सरकार के फलए योजना बनाई। 

• ओस्लो फितीय ने आफधकाररक तौर पर रे्स्ट बैंक और इजरायल-फिफलस्तीनी अोंतररम समझौते को 

रे्स्ट बैंक और गाजा (1995) के रूप में कहा, का फर्स्तार ओसा I पर फकया गया। 

ओस्लो - II श वमि - 

• छह रे्स्ट बैंक शहरोों और लगभग 450 शहरोों से इजरायली सैफनकोों की पूणव र्ापसी के फलए प्रार्धान। 

• फिफलस्तीनी फर्धान पररषद के चुनार् के फलए समय साररणी। 

अोंतररम सोंफध केर्ल फपछले पाोंच र्षों के फलए होनी थी जबफक एक स्थायी समझौते को अोंफतम रूप फदया 

गया था, लेफकन यह दो दशकोों से अफधक समय से शाोंफत से लुढ़का हुआ है। 

यरूशलेम के सर्ाल को ओस्लो समझौते के तहत अफनणीत छोड़ फदया गया था 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

विषय-2 

RBI की ऋण पुनर्खरीद योजन  

सम च र में: 

• आरबीआई ने कजवदारोों के फलए ऋण पुनगवठन योजना को मोंजूरी दे दी, जो महामारी के कारण तनार् 

में हैं। 

• सूक्ष्म, लघु और मध्यम उद्यम (MSME), आफतथ्य, फर्मानन, खुदरा, अचल सोंपफि और ऑटो जैसे 

प्रमुख के्षत्र, जो एक तरलता की कमी का सामना कर रहे हैं, इस योजना से लाभान्वन्रत होोंगे। 

क्य  आप ज निे हैं? 

• र्न टाइम लोन ररस्टरक्चररोंग से COVID restruct19 महामारी का बैंकोों की पररसोंपफि गुणर्िा पर 

प्रभार् को नरम करने में मदद फमलेगी 

• स्टर ेस्ड एसेट्स के ररजॉलू्यशन पर पू्रडें फशयल फे्रमर्कव  के तहत आरबीआई की छूट से अफधकाोंश 

शे्फणयोों में उधारकतावओों को लाभ होगा 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

विषय-3 

 भ रिीय धमखवनरपेक्षि  क  भविष्य 

भ रि में सांिैध वनक धमखवनरपेक्षि  की विशेषि एां  

• सोंरै्धाफनक धमवफनरपेक्षता कम से कम दो फर्शेषताओों िारा फचफित है। 

• सबसे पहले, सभी धमों के फलए महत्वपूणव सम्मान। 

• कुछ धमवफनरपेक्षता के फर्परीत, हमारा अोंध-धाफमवक फर्रोधी नही ों है, लेफकन धमव का सम्मान करता है। 

• यह एक नही ों बन्वि सभी धमों का सम्मान करता है। 

• धाफमवक फसद्ाोंत या व्यर्हार के हर पहलू का सम्मान नही ों फकया जा सकता है, लेफकन धमव के फलए 

सम्मान समालोचना के साथ होना चाफहए। 

• दूसरा, जब भी धाफमवक समूह साोंप्रदाफयक भेदभार् को बढ़ार्ा देते हैं, हस्तके्षप करें । 

• इस प्रकार, यह लगातार तय करना है फक धमव को पूरी तरह से फनभवर करना, छोड़ना या मदद करना 

कब फनभवर करता है, इनमें से कौन सा स्वतोंत्रता, समानता और बोंधुत्व के फलए हमारी सोंरै्धाफनक 

प्रफतबद्ता को बढ़ाता है। 

कैसे िोकिुभ िन धमखवनरपेक्षि  को नुकस न पहांच  रह  है 

• धमवफनरपेक्षता ने हमारे देश में सार्वजफनक और राजनीफतक प्रर्चन के कें द्र में रहने की भारी कीमत 

चुकाई है। 

• लोकलुभार्न आधाररत राजनीफत स्वतोंत्रता और समानता आधाररत धाफमवक सुधार के प्रफत उदासीन है, 

इसने। आलोचनात्मक शब्द ’से आलोचना को हटा फदया है। 

• यह साोंप्रदाफयक फहोंसा को प्रज्वफलत करने में भी जफटल रहा है। 

• यह पाटी-राजनीफतक धमवफनरपेक्ष ’राज्य, अल्पसोंख्यक और बहुसोंख्यक के कट्टरपोंथी झगडे़ के फलए 

रै्कन्वल्पक रूप से, एक प्रमुख पाटी िारा अफधग्रहण के फलए रेडीमेड था। 

• यह अफधग्रहण 'सभी' शब्द को हटाकर और इसे 'बहुमत' से बदलकर पूरा फकया गया था। 

• आज, भारतीय सोंरै्धाफनक धमवफनरपेक्षता को इस पाटी-राजनीफतक धमवफनरपेक्षता िारा फनगल फलया 

गया है, फर्पक्ष, मीफडया और न्यायपाफलका से थोड़ी मदद नही ों फमली है। 



 
 
 
 

 

आगे क  र स्त  

• 1) राजनीफतक रूप से नेतृत्व र्ाली पररयोजना से न्याय के फलए सामाफजक रूप से सोंचाफलत आोंदोलन 

पर ध्यान कें फद्रत करने की आर्श्यकता है। 

• 2) इसके अलार्ा, अोंतर-धाफमवक से लेकर अोंतर-धाफमवक मुद्ोों पर जोर फदया गया है। 

इोंटर ा-ररफलफजयस मुद्ोों पर इस तरह का ध्यान गहन आत्मफनरीक्षण की अनुमफत दे सकता है, पुनरुत्थान 

के फलए कई अलग-अलग आर्ाजें दे सकता है, इोंटर ा-धाफमवक अन्याय को जड़ से फमटा सकता है, 

और इसके सदस्ोों को स्वतोंत्र और समान बना सकता है। 

• 3) यूरोप की धमवफनरपेक्षता ने अोंतर-धाफमवक उत्पीड़न से लड़ने के फलए एक फसद्ाोंत प्रदान फकया। 

• भारत में, धमवफनरपेक्षता न केर्ल धाफमवक समुदायोों के बीच नागररक फमत्रता की पररयोजना थी, बन्वि 

धमव आधाररत जाफत और फलोंग उत्पीड़न के फर्रोध की भी थी। 

• युर्ा पुरुषोों और मफहलाओों का एक सामूफहक धक्का अोंतर-धाफमवक अन्याय से मुन्वि के सामाफजक 

सोंघषव को मजबूत करने में मदद कर सकता है। 

• 4) अोंतर-धाफमवक मुद्ोों को भी नजरअोंदाज नही ों फकया जाना चाफहए। 

• दूरी, आपसी जुनून से स्वतोंत्रता, समुदायोों को सााँस लेने की जगह दें। 

• प्रते्यक अब एक साथ रहने के नए तरीकोों का फनमावण करने के फलए सोंसाधनोों का पता लगा सकता है। 

वनष्कषख 

आज जरूरत सामाफजक-धाफमवक पारस्पररकता के नए रूपोों की है, रोजमराव के जीर्न के व्यर्साय के 

फलए महत्वपूणव है और नागररकोों के राजनीफतक अलगार् को कम करने के उपन्यास तरीके हैं, एक 

लोकताोंफत्रक घाटा फजसका प्रभार् धमवफनरपेक्षता के दायरे से परे है। 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

विषय-4 

 असम समझौिे क  र्ांड 6 

िरर्री में, एक सरकार िारा फनयुि सफमफत ने असम समझौते के खोंड 6 के कायावन्रयन के फलए 

अपनी फसिाररशें प्रसु्तत की थी ों, जो एक प्रमुख प्रार्धान है जो दशकोों से फर्र्ादास्पद है। 

र्ण्ड 6 क्य  है? 

• यह असम समझौते का एक फहस्सा है जो बाोंग्लादेश से आव्रजन के न्वखलाि एक आोंदोलन की 

पररणफत पर आया था। 

• यह पढ़ता है: "असफमया लोगोों की साोंसृ्कफतक, सामाफजक, भाषाई पहचान और फर्रासत की रक्षा, 

सोंरक्षण और सोंर्धवन के फलए सोंरै्धाफनक, फर्धायी और प्रशासफनक सुरक्षा उपाय, उपयुि हो सकते 

हैं।" 

• नागररकोों के रूप में मान्यता के फलए, अकॉडव  24 माचव 1971 को कटऑि के रूप में सेट करता है। 

• कटऑि की तारीख तक के प्रर्ाफसयोों को भारतीय नागररकोों के रूप में सभी अफधकार फमलेंगे, 

इसफलए खोंड 6 को "असम के स्वदेशी लोगोों" के सामाफजक-राजनीफतक अफधकारोों और सोंसृ्कफत 

की रक्षा के फलए डाला गया था। 

िब से क्य  हआ है? 

• क्लॉज 6 के कायावन्रयन पर फसिाररशें करने के फलए कई सफमफतयोों का गठन र्षों में फकया गया है। 

• उनमें से फकसी ने भी प्रार्धान के फर्र्ादास्पद मुद्ोों पर प्रमुखता नही ों बनाई, हालाोंफक, नर्ीनतम सीएए 

कदम तक। 

• सीएए के न्वखलाि व्यापक फर्रोध के बाद, सरकार ने असफमया समुदाय को शाोंत करने के फलए क्लॉज 

6 को एक तत्काल धक्का फदया। 

ह विय  ररपोर्ख की वसि ररशें 

• सेर्ाफनरृ्ि उच्च न्यायालय के न्यायाधीश फबप्लब कुमार सरमा िारा फनदेफशत सफमफत को अपनी ररपोटव 

को तेजी से टर ैक करने के फलए कहा गया था। 



 
 
 
 

 

• इसने िरर्री में अपनी ररपोटव प्रसु्तत की लेफकन सरकार ने इसकी सामग्री को सार्वजफनक नही ों 

फकया। 

• लेफकन कुछ असफमया कायवकतावओों ने स्वतोंत्र रूप से सामग्री को सार्वजफनक फकया। 

• इसका सोंफक्षप्त अथव "असफमया लोगोों" को पररभाफषत करना और उनके अफधकारोों की सुरक्षा के फलए 

उपाय सुझाना था। "असफमया लोगोों" की पररभाषा दशकोों से चचाव का फर्षय रही है। 

प्रमुर् प्रस्त ि 

सफमफत ने प्रस्तार् फदया है फक खोंड 6 के फलए असफमया लोगोों को फनम्नफलन्वखत माना जाए। भारत के सभी 

नागररक जो इसका फहस्सा हैं: 

• असफमया समुदाय, 1 जनर्री 1951 को या उससे पहले असम के के्षत्र में रहने र्ाला; या 

• 1 जनर्री, 1951 को या उससे पहले असम के के्षत्र में रहने र्ाले असम का कोई भी आफदर्ासी 

समुदाय; या 

• 1 जनर्री, 1951 को या उससे पहले असम के के्षत्र में रहने र्ाले असम का कोई अन्य स्वदेशी 

समुदाय; या 

• 1 जनर्री, 1951 को या उससे पहले असम के के्षत्र में रहने र्ाले भारत के अन्य सभी नागररक; तथा 

• उपरोि शे्फणयोों के र्ोंशज 

1951 क्योां? 

• असम आोंदोलन के दौरान, 1951 के बाद असम में अरै्ध रूप से प्ररे्श करने र्ाले प्रर्ाफसयोों का पता 

लगाने और फनर्ावसन की माोंग की गई थी। 

हालााँफक, असम समझौते ने 24 माचव 1971 को कटऑि फनधावररत फकया था। इस कटऑि के आधार 

पर नेशनल रफजस्टर ऑफ़ फसफटजन्ऱ (NRC) को अपडेट फकया गया था। 

• क्लॉज 6 का मतलब असफमया लोगोों को कुछ सुरक्षा उपाय देना है, जो 1951 और 1971 के बीच 

प्रर्ाफसयोों के फलए उपलब्ध नही ों होगा। 



 
 
 
 

 

यफद फसिाररश को स्वीकार कर फलया जाता है, तो जो लोग 1951 और 1971 के बीच चले गए, रे् 

भारतीय नागररक होोंगे, लेफकन रे् असफमया लोगोों के फलए सुरफक्षत सुरक्षा के फलए पात्र नही ों होोंगे ”। 

ये सुरक्ष  उप य क्य  हैं? 

फर्फभन्न फसिाररशोों के बीच, प्रमुख सोंसद, फर्धानसभा और स्थानीय फनकायोों में सीटोों का आरक्षण है; 

नौकररयोों में आरक्षण; और भूफम अफधकार। पैनल असफमया लोगोों को फदए जाने की फसिाररश 

करता है: 

• असम की सोंसदीय सीटोों में 80 से 100% आरक्षण, फर्धानसभा सीटें और स्थानीय फनकाय सीटें 

“असफमया लोगोों” के फलए आरफक्षत की जानी चाफहए। 

• कें द्र सरकार / अधव-कें द्र सरकार / कें द्रीय सार्वजफनक उपहृमोों / कें द्रीय के्षत्र में गु्रप सी और डी स्तर 

के पदोों का 80 से 100% (असम में) 

असम सरकार और राज्य सरकार के उपहृमोों के तहत 80 से 100% रोजगार; और फनजी भागीदारी में 

उत्पन्न होने र्ाली ररन्वियोों का 70 से 100% 

• भूफम के अफधकार, "असफमया लोगोों" के अलार्ा फकसी भी व्यन्वि िारा भूफम हस्ताोंतररत करने पर 

लगाए गए प्रफतबोंधोों के साथ। 

कई अन्य फसिाररशें भाषा और साोंसृ्कफतक और सामाफजक अफधकारोों से सोंबोंफधत हैं। भाषा पर, यह 

अनुशोंसा करता है: 

• असम की भाषा बराक घाटी, पहाड़ी फजलोों और बोडोलैंड प्रादेफशक के्षत्र फजलोों में स्थानीय भाषाओों के 

उपयोग के प्रार्धानोों के साथ राज्य भर में आफधकाररक भाषा बनी रहेगी। 

• बराक घाटी फजलोों, बीटीएडी और फहल्स फजलोों के फलए फर्कल्प के साथ राज्य सरकार की सेर्ाओों में 

भती के फलए एक असफमया भाषा के पेपर का अफनर्ायव प्रार्धान। 

• बोडो, फमफशोंग, काबी, फडमसा, कोच-राजबोंशी, राभा, देउरी, फतर्ारी, ताई और अन्य स्वदेशी 

जनजातीय भाषाओों में से प्रते्यक के सर्ाांगीण फर्कास के फलए अकादफमयोों की स्थापना करना। 

 



 
 
 
 

 

विषय-5 

वहांदू मवहि ओां के विर सि के अवधक र 

सुप्रीम कोटव ने एक फहोंदू मफहला के अफधकार को एक सोंयुि कानूनी उिराफधकारी के रूप में 

फर्स्ताररत फकया है और पुरुष र्ाररसोों के बराबर शतों पर पैतृक सोंपफि प्राप्त की है। 

सत्त रूढ़ क्य  है? 

• SC बेंच ने िैसला फदया फक पैतृक सोंपफि के फलए एक सोंयुि उिराफधकारी होने के फलए एक फहोंदू 

मफहला का अफधकार जन्म से है और यह फनभवर नही ों करता है फक 2005 में कानून लागू होने पर 

उसके फपता जीफर्त थे या नही ों। 

• फहोंदू उिराफधकार (सोंशोधन) अफधफनयम, 2005 ने फहोंदू मफहलाओों को एक पुरुष उिराफधकारी के 

रूप में कॉपारकेन या सोंयुि कानूनी र्ाररस होने का अफधकार फदया। 

• चूोंफक कोपरेसेनरी (उिराफधकार) जन्म से है, इसफलए यह आर्श्यक नही ों है फक फपता कोपरसन को 

9.9.2005 की तरह ही रहना चाफहए। 

2005 क  क नून क्य  है? 

• फहोंदू कानून के फमतक्षरा सू्कल को फहोंदू उिराफधकार अफधफनयम, 1956 के रूप में सोंफहताबद् फकया 

गया और उिराफधकार और सोंपफि की फर्रासत को फनयोंफत्रत फकया गया, लेफकन केर्ल कानूनी 

उिराफधकारी के रूप में पुरुषोों को मान्यता दी गई। 

• कानून उन सभी पर लागू होता है जो धमव से मुन्वस्लम, ईसाई, पारसी या यहूदी नही ों हैं। 

• बौद्, फसख, जैन और आयव समाज के अनुयायी, ब्रह्म समाज को भी इस कानून के उदे्श्योों के फलए 

फहोंदू माना जाता है। 

• एक फहोंदू अफर्भाफजत पररर्ार में, पीफढ़योों के माध्यम से कई कानूनी र्ाररस सोंयुि रूप से मौजूद हो 

सकते हैं। 



 
 
 
 

 

पृष्ठभूवम 

• परोंपरागत रूप से, अपनी माता, पत्नी और अफर्र्ाफहत बेफटयोों के साथ एक सामान्य पूर्वज के केर्ल 

पुरुष र्ोंशज एक सोंयुि फहोंदू पररर्ार माना जाता है। 

• कानूनी र्ाररस सोंयुि रूप से पररर्ार की सोंपफि रखते हैं। 

• मफहलाओों को 2005 से उत्पन्न होने र्ाले फर्भाजन के फलए कॉपारकेन या सोंयुि कानूनी 

उिराफधकारी के रूप में मान्यता दी गई थी। 

• 174 र्ें फर्फध आयोग की ररपोटव ने भी फहोंदू उिराफधकार कानून में इस सुधार की फसिाररश की थी। 

• 2005 के सोंशोधन से पहले ही आोंध्र प्रदेश, कनावटक, महाराष्ट्र  और तफमलनाडु ने कानून में यह 

बदलार् कर फदया था, और केरल ने 1975 में फहोंदू सोंयुि पररर्ार प्रणाली को समाप्त कर फदया 

था। 

क नून क्य  िेकर आय ? 

• अफधफनयम की धारा 6 में उस र्षव सोंशोधन फकया गया था, जब एक कोपेरनेसर की बेटी को भी जन्म 

से "अपने पुत्र के समान अफधकार" में जन्म फदया गया था। 

• कानून ने बेटी को भी समान अफधकार और देनदाररयााँ दी ों "जैसे फक अगर र्ह एक बेटा होता तो उसे 

सोंपफि में सम्फमफलत होना चाफहए"। 

• कानून पैतृक सोंपफि पर और व्यन्विगत सोंपफि में उिराफधकार को लागू करने के फलए लागू होता है 

- जहाों उिराफधकार कानून के अनुसार होता है, न फक एक र्सीयत के माध्यम से। 

केस कैसे आय ? 

• जबफक 2005 के कानून में मफहलाओों को समान अफधकार फदए गए थे, पर सर्ाल उठाए गए थे फक 

क्या कानून पूर्वव्यापी रूप से लागू होता है और यफद मफहलाओों के अफधकार उनके फपता की 

जीफर्त न्वस्थफत पर फनभवर करते हैं। 



 
 
 
 

 

• सर्ोच्च न्यायालय की फर्फभन्न पीठोों ने इस मुदे् पर परस्पर फर्रोधी फर्चार रखे थे। फर्फभन्न उच्च 

न्यायालयोों ने शीषव अदालत के फर्फभन्न फर्चारोों का भी बाध्यकारी फमसाल के रूप में पालन फकया 

था। 

• प्रकाश र्ी िुलर्ती (2015) मामले ने कहा फक 2005 के सोंशोधन का लाभ केर्ल 9 फसतोंबर 2005 

को "जीफर्त कॉपसवन की जीफर्त बेफटयोों" को फदया जा सकता है (र्ह फतफथ जब सोंशोधन लागू 

हुआ था)। 

• िरर्री 2018 में न्यायमूफतव ए के सीकरी की अध्यक्षता र्ाली पीठ ने कहा फक 2001 में मरने र्ाले 

फपता की फहसे्सदारी भी 2005 के कानून के अनुसार सोंपफि के बोंटर्ारे के दौरान उनकी बेफटयोों 

को कोपरेकर के रूप में पाररत करेगी। 

ििखम न म मि  

• इन परस्पर फर्रोधी फर्चारोों के कारण र्तवमान मामले में तीन न्यायाधीशोों की खोंडपीठ के पास भेजा 

गया। 

• सिारूढ़ अब 2015 और अपै्रल 2018 से िैसले को पलट देता है। 

• यह कानून को सुलझाता है और फहोंदू उिराफधकार अफधफनयम, 1956 की धारा 6 में फनफहत भेदभार् 

को दूर करने के फलए 2005 के कानून के इरादे पर िैलता है। 

• इसने बेफटयोों को फहोंदू फमत्रके्षत्र सहसोंयोजक सोंपफि में बेफटयोों के समान अफधकार फदया। 

सरक र क  क्य  रुर् थ ? 

• सॉफलफसटर ने मफहलाओों के फलए समान अफधकारोों की अनुमफत देने के फलए कानून के एक व्यापक 

पढ़ने के पक्ष में तकव  फदया। उन्ोोंने 2005 के सोंशोधन की र्सु्तओों और कारणोों का उले्लख 

फकया। 

• फमताक्षरा सहसोंयोजक कानून ने न केर्ल फलोंग के आधार पर भेदभार् में योगदान फदया, बन्वि 

सोंफर्धान िारा गारोंटीकृत समानता के मौफलक अफधकार पर अत्याचार और उपेक्षा की। 



 
 
 
 

 

विषय-6 

मांडि मोमेंर् के िीन दशक 

सोंदभव: तीस साल पहले, 7 अगस्त 1990 को, र्ीपी फसोंह सरकार ने मोंडल आयोग की फसिाररशोों को 

लागू करने का फनणवय फलया, और सरकारी नौकररयोों में अन्य फपछड़ा र्गव (ओबीसी) के फलए 27% 

आरक्षण प्रदान फकया। 

मांडि आयोग 

• सोंफर्धान िारा प्रदान की गई शन्वियोों के अनुसार 340 र्ी ों सोंफर्धान में राष्ट्र पफत ने बी। पी। मोंडल की 

अध्यक्षता में फदसोंबर 1978 में एक फपछड़ा र्गव आयोग फनयुि फकया। 

• आयोग का गठन भारत के "सामाफजक और शैक्षफणक रूप से फपछडे़ र्गों" के मानदोंड को फनधावररत 

करने और उन र्गों की उन्नफत के फलए उठाए जाने र्ाले कदमोों की फसिाररश करने के फलए 

फकया गया था। 

• मोंडल आयोग ने 1980 में अपनी ररपोटव प्रसु्तत की और 3,743 जाफतयोों की एक अन्वखल भारतीय 

अन्य फपछड़ा र्गव (ओबीसी) सूची और 2,108 जाफतयोों की एक अफधक र्ोंफचत "उदास फपछड़ी 

जाफत" सूची बनाई। 

• आयोग ने फनष्कषव फनकाला फक भारत की जनसोंख्या में लगभग 52% ओबीसी शाफमल हैं, इसफलए 

27% सरकारी नौकररयोों को आरफक्षत फकया जाना चाफहए। 

रे् कौन से कारक थे फजनके कारण आधुफनक भारतीय राजनीफत में ऐफतहाफसक क्षण आया? 

फनणवय फपछडे़ समुदायोों के हृफमक राजनीफतक उदय के मदे्नजर था, जो जफटल कारकोों के एक समूह 

के कारण था। 

फर्गत नीफतयोों का राजनीफतक पररणाम: हररत हृाोंफत के प्रभार् से ओबीसी का आफथवक सशिीकरण 

हुआ और सरकारी नौकररयोों में आरक्षण के माध्यम से ऊर्ध्वगामी पेशेर्र गफतशीलता की उनकी 

इच्छा बढ़ी। 



 
 
 
 

 

• चुनार्ी मजबूरी: फपछडे़ समुदायोों के जनसाोंन्वख्यकीय र्जन ने उनकी आकाोंक्षाओों को बढ़ाया। भारत 

जैसे लोकताोंफत्रक समाज में, समाज के इतने बडे़ र्गों की माोंगोों को चुनार्ी और लोकताोंफत्रक रूप 

से उपेफक्षत नही ों फकया जा सकता है। 

• राजनीफतक मजबूररयााँ: 1980 के दशक के उिराधव में मोंफदर की राजनीफत का फर्रोध करने के फलए, 

फजसने जाफत पर धमव को प्राथफमकता देने की माोंग की, उस फदन की सरकार ने मोंडल राजनीफत 

को बढ़ार्ा फदया 

क्य  ओबीसी आरक्षण क  विरोध वकय  गय  थ  और यवद ऐस  है िो क्य  है? 

• मोंडल के क्षणोों में उच्च जाफतयोों के र्गों िारा हूृर फर्द्रोह देखा गया, फर्शेष रूप से भारत के उिरी 

और पफिमी के्षत्रोों में 

• यह फर्रोध दो कुल्हाफड़योों पर व्यि फकया गया था 

• उस आरक्षण ने योग्यता को समझौता फकया 

• यफद सभी आरक्षण एससी और एसटी को फदए गए प्रस्तार् से परे खुलने चाफहए, तो यह आफथवक 

आधार पर होना चाफहए (न फक जाफतगत आधार पर) 

ओबीसी आरक्षण पर सर्ोच्च न्यायालय का िैसला क्या रहा है? 

• सुप्रीम कोटव ने h इोंफदरा साहनी ’केस या मोंडल केस में ओबीसी आरक्षण की सोंरै्धाफनक रै्धता के 

साथ समझौता फकया। 

• एससी ने ओबीसी के फलए 27% आरक्षण को बरकरार रखा लेफकन यह भी कहा फक केर्ल जाफत 

सामाफजक और शैक्षफणक फपछडे़पन का सोंकेतक नही ों थी। 

• SC ने यह भी कहा फक OBC के बीच 'हृीमी लेयर' आरक्षण का लाभाथी नही ों होना चाफहए। 

• सर्ोच्च न्यायालय ने उसी मामले में भी इस फसद्ाोंत को बरकरार रखा फक सोंयुि आरक्षण 

लाभाफथवयोों को भारत की जनसोंख्या का 50% से अफधक नही ों होना चाफहए। 

ओबीसी आरक्षण की प्रमुर् आिोचन  क्य  रही है? 



 
 
 
 

 

• र्ामपोंथी र्गों िारा समथवन: उन समुदायोों की नाराजगी, फजनके पास आरक्षण पाई में फहसे्सदारी नही ों 

थी। मोंडल राजनीफत ने उच्च जाफतयोों और फपछडे़ समुदायोों के बीच खुली दुश्मनी का युग शुरू 

फकया, खासकर फहोंदी हृदयभूफम में 

• तुष्ट्ीकरण की राजनीफत: राजनीफतक दलोों ने अपने घटकोों को खुश करने के फलए आरक्षण का 

फर्स्तार जारी रखा। इसने ऐफतहाफसक अन्याय को दूर करने के फलए एक साधन के रूप में 

पररकन्वल्पत आरक्षण के पूरे उदे्श्य को कम कर फदया है 

• ओबीसी के उपशे्णीकरण की माोंग: ओबीसी के भीतर, कुछ समुदायोों को दूसरोों की तुलना में 

अफधक लाभ हुआ, फजससे राजनीफतक फर्भाजन हुआ और उप-र्गीकरण के फलए माोंग की गई, 

र्तवमान में एक प्रफहृया चल रही है। 

• रोफहणी आयोग के अनुसार, ओबीसी में लगभग 6,000 जाफतयोों और समुदायोों में से, केर्ल 40 ऐसे 

समुदायोों ने कें द्रीय शैक्षफणक सोंस्थानोों में प्ररे्श और फसफर्ल सेर्ाओों में भती के फलए आरक्षण लाभ 

का 50% प्राप्त फकया था। 

आगे क  र स्त  

• कृफष को आफथवक रूप से व्यर्हायव बनाना: छोटे भू-स्वाफमयोों, फकरायेदारोों, कृफष श्फमकोों, गरीब गाोंर्ो ों 

के कारीगरोों, अकुशल श्फमकोों के रूप में, ओबीसी समुदाय का बड़ा फहस्सा बनता है, यह कृफष 

(ग्रामीण अथवव्यर्स्था की रीढ़) को आफथवक रूप से व्यर्हायव बनाने के फलए अफनर्ायव हो जाता है। 

• फनजी के्षत्र को मजबूत बनाना: एक पुनजीफर्त फनजी के्षत्र जो बेरोजगार युर्ाओों को रोजगार प्रदान 

करता है, सार्वजफनक के्षत्र में नौकररयोों और आरक्षण की माोंग को कम करता है। 

• आरक्षण नीफत की समीक्षा: लोकलुभार्न आोंदोलनोों के फलए फबना, उफचत, समारे्शी और समान 

समाज बनाने के उदे्श्य से आरक्षण की सोंपूणव र्ासु्तकला की समीक्षा की आर्श्यकता है 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

विषय-7 

रक्ष  मांत्री ने DPSUS और OFB के विवभन्न पहि शुरू वकए 

NEWS में 

• रक्षा मोंत्री ने नई फदल्ली में फडफजटल फलोंक के माध्यम से रक्षा सार्वजफनक के्षत्र के उपहृमोों 

(डीपीएसयू) और आयुध फनमावणी बोडव (ओएिबी) िारा नए बुफनयादी ढाोंचे के फनमावण के साथ-

साथ कई आधुफनकीकरण और सुफर्धाओों के उन्नयन का प्रयास शुरू फकया। 

• यह रक्षा मोंत्रालय के आत्मफनहार सप्ताह समारोह का फहस्सा था। 

के ब रे में 

• 101 रक्षा र्सु्तओों के आयात पर प्रफतबोंध एक अम्मा फनभावर भारत की ओर एक बड़ा कदम है। 

नकारात्मक र्सु्तओों की इस सूची में न केर्ल छोटी र्सु्तएों  हैं बन्वि उच्च और महत्वपूणव 

प्रौद्योफगकी की हफथयार प्रणाफलयाों भी हैं। 

• सरकार ने कोफर्द -19 के दौरान समय पर और फर्चारशील हस्तके्षप फकए हैं जैसे आयात के फलए 

नकारात्मक सूची जारी करना, एिडीआई सीमा में रृ्न्वद्, घरेलू पूोंजी खरीद के फलए अलग बजट 

और स्वदेशीकरण पर जोर। 

• रक्षा उद्योग हमेशा अत्याधुफनक तकनीकोों की दुफनया में सबसे आगे रहा है और इसफलए रक्षा में 

आत्मफनभवरता एक लोंबा काम है फजसे सभी को पूरे फदल से शाफमल करने की आर्श्यकता है। 

ATMA NIRBHAR BHARAT के विए सह यक 

• आयुध कारखाना चोंदा में फपनाका रॉकेट कॉम्प्पे्लक्स ने फपनाका की बढ़ी हुई आर्श्यकता को पूरा 

करने के फलए सुफर्धाओों का उन्नयन शुरू फकया है। 

• बीईएल ने एों टी टारपीडो फडिें स फसस्टम माएरच के फनमावण, एकीकरण और परीक्षण के फलए पूरी 

तरह से स्वदेशी Maareech एकीकरण सुफर्धा शुरू की है फजसे DRDO िारा फडजाइन फकया 

गया है। 



 
 
 
 

 

• HAL ने IAF को 500 र्ाों AL-31FP ओर्रहॉल्ड इोंजन सौोंप फदया है जो इसके सबसे घातक 

फ्रों टलाइन लड़ाकू फर्मान Su-30MKI पर लगे हैं। यह HAK के कोरापुट फडर्ीजन िारा फकया 

गया है। 

• बीईएमएल ने अपने नए बुफनयादी ढाोंचे के फनमावण के फहसे्स के रूप में बेंगलुरु में औद्योफगक 

फडजाइन कें द्र स्थाफपत फकया है। 

• जीआरएसई ने चल रहे प्रफतफित P17A प्रोजेक्ट के फलए उत्पादन आर्श्यकता को पूरा करने के 

फलए अपने राजा बागान डॉकयाडव में क्षमता को बढ़ाया है 

• अपने कॉपोरेट सामाफजक उिरदाफयत्व और सतत फर्कास नीफत के तहत MIDHANI ने एक 

अत्याधुफनक कौशल फर्कास कें द्र स्थाफपत फकया है 

वनष्कषख 

• भारत आत्मानबीर भारत अफभयान और ent इोंटेंट, इोंकू्लजन, इने्रस्टमेंट, इोंफ्रास्टरक्चर और इनोरे्शन 

’के 5-I िॉमूवले के फलए रासे्त पर है जो अथवव्यर्स्था को उच्च फर्कास प्रके्षपर्हृ पर रखेगा। 

• DPSUs और OFB िारा प्रदफशवत भार्ना राष्ट्र  को एक लचीली, आत्माफनभवर अथवव्यर्स्था के फलए 

क्ाोंटम जम्प में ले जाएगी। 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

विषय-8 

UPSC अध्यक्ष की वनयुक्ति 

भारत के राष्ट्र पफत ने श्ी अरफर्ोंद सके्सना को सोंघ लोक सेर्ा आयोग (UPSC) का अध्यक्ष फनयुि 

फकया है। 

बैकग्र उांडर: यूपीएससी 

• यूपीएससी भारत की प्रमुख कें द्रीय भती एजेंसी है जो अन्वखल भारतीय सेर्ाओों और कें द्रीय सेर्ाओों 

के समूह ए और समूह बी के फलए फनयुन्वियोों और परीक्षाओों के फलए फजमे्मदार है। 

• काफमवक और प्रफशक्षण फर्भाग भारत में कें द्रीय काफमवक एजेंसी है। 

• यह सोंघ और अन्वखल भारतीय सेर्ाओों की सेर्ाओों के फलए फनयुन्वियोों के फलए अफनर्ायव है। 

• फनयुन्वि, स्थानाोंतरण, पदोन्नफत और अनुशासनात्मक मामलोों से सोंबोंफधत मामलोों में सरकार िारा 

परामशव फकया जाना आर्श्यक है। 

1 अकू्टबर 1926 को लोक सेर्ा आयोग के रूप में स्थाफपत, इसे बाद में भारत सरकार अफधफनयम 

1935 िारा सोंघीय लोक सेर्ा आयोग के रूप में पुनगवफठत फकया गया; आजादी के बाद केर्ल 

आज का यूपीएससी के रूप में नाम बदला जाना है। 

यूपीएससी में वनयुक्तिय ां 

• सोंफर्धान के अनुचे्छद 316 के अनुसार, अध्यक्ष िारा UPSC के अध्यक्ष और अन्य सदस्ोों की 

फनयुन्वि की जाएगी। 

• यफद अध्यक्ष का पद ररि हो जाता है, तो आयोग के अन्य सदस्ोों में से एक िारा अपने कतवव्योों का 

पालन फकया जाएगा क्योोंफक राष्ट्र पफत इस प्रयोजन के फलए फनयुि कर सकते हैं। 



 
 
 
 

 

• कला के तहत। 318, राष्ट्र पफत को आयोग के सदस्ोों की सोंख्या और उनकी सेर्ा की शतों का 

फनधावरण करने का अफधकार है। 

• कला 319 के अनुसार, एक व्यन्वि जो अध्यक्ष के रूप में पद धारण करता है, अपने पद की अर्फध 

समाप्त होने पर, उस कायावलय में पुन: फनयुन्वि के फलए अयोग्य होगा। 

• लेफकन, अध्यक्ष के अलार्ा अन्य सदस् यूपीएससी के अध्यक्ष के रूप में फनयुन्वि के फलए पात्र होोंगे। 

• इसके अलार्ा, एक राज्य पीएससी का अध्यक्ष यूपीएससी के अध्यक्ष या फकसी अन्य सदस् के रूप 

में फनयुन्वि के फलए पात्र होगा। 

सदस्ोां / अध्यक्ष को हर् न  

• कला के अनुसार। 317, यूपीएससी के अध्यक्ष या फकसी अन्य सदस् को सर्ोच्च न्यायालय की जाोंच 

ररपोटव के बाद "दुव्यवर्हार" के आधार पर राष्ट्र पफत के आदेश से केर्ल उनके कायावलय से हटा 

फदया जाएगा। 

• राष्ट्र पफत उच्चतम न्यायालय की ररपोटव प्राप्त होने तक आयोग के अध्यक्ष या अन्य सदस् को 

फनलोंफबत कर सकता है। 

विवशष्ठ सुविध ओां 

• आयोग सीधे राष्ट्र पफत को ररपोटव करता है और उसके माध्यम से सरकार को सलाह दे सकता है। 

• हालाोंफक, ऐसी सलाह सरकार के फलए बाध्यकारी नही ों है। 

• एक सोंरै्धाफनक प्राफधकरण होने के नाते, UPSC उन कुछ सोंस्थानोों में से है, जो देश की उच्च 

न्यायपाफलका और हाल ही में चुनार् आयोग के साथ स्वायिता और स्वतोंत्रता दोनोों के साथ कायव 

करते हैं। 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

विषय-9 

कृवष मेघ: एक क्ल उड-आध ररि डेर्  ररकिरी कें द्र 

कें द्रीय कृफष और फकसान कल्याण मोंत्री ने कृफष मेघ डेटा ररकर्री कें द्र शुरू फकया है। 

कृवष मेघ 

• कृफष मेघ की स्थापना राष्ट्र ीय कृफष अनुसोंधान प्रबोंधन अकादमी (NAARM), हैदराबाद में की गई है। 

• यह सरकार और फर्श्व बैंक दोनोों िारा फर्ि पोफषत राष्ट्र ीय कृफष उच्च फशक्षा पररयोजना (NAHEP) के 

तहत स्थाफपत फकया गया है। 

• यह भारत में कृफष के के्षत्र में जोन्वखम को कम करने, ई-गर्नेंस, अनुसोंधान, फर्स्तार और फशक्षा की 

गुणर्िा, उपलब्धता और पहुोंच को बढ़ाने के फलए बनाया गया है। 

• र्तवमान में, भारतीय कृफष अनुसोंधान पररषद (ICAR) का मुख्य डेटा सेंटर नई फदल्ली में भारतीय 

कृफष साोंन्वख्यकी अनुसोंधान सोंस्थान (IASRI) में है। 

Back2Basics: क्ल उड स्टोरेज 

• यह एक क्लाउड कों पू्यफटोंग मॉडल है जो क्लाउड कों पू्यफटोंग प्रदाता के माध्यम से इोंटरनेट पर डेटा 

सोंग्रहीत करता है जो सेर्ा के रूप में डेटा भोंडारण का प्रबोंधन और सोंचालन करता है। 

• यह फसिव  समय की क्षमता और लागत के साथ माोंग पर फदया जाता है, और अपने स्वयों के डेटा 

भोंडारण बुफनयादी ढाोंचे को खरीदने और प्रबोंफधत करने को समाप्त करता है। 

• यह "कभी भी, कही ों भी" डेटा एके्सस के साथ चपलता, रै्फश्वक पैमाने और स्थाफयत्व देता है। 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

विषय-10 

र्बर में: िोय  वजरग  

अिगान लोया फजरगा ने 400 core हाडव-कोर 'ताफलबान कैफदयोों की ररहाई को मोंजूरी दी। 

िोय  वजरग  क्य  है? 

• एक लोया फजरगा पशू्तनर्ाली में एक फर्शेष प्रकार की फजरगा या कानूनी सभा है, जो पशू्तन लोगोों 

के कानून का पारोंपररक कोड है। 

• यह मुख्य रूप से अचानक मौत के मामले में एक नया राज्य चुनने, एक नया सोंफर्धान अपनाने, या 

युद् जैसे राष्ट्र ीय या के्षत्रीय मुदे् को फनपटाने के फलए आयोफजत फकया जाता है। 

• यह आधुफनक समय के फलन्वखत या फनफित कानूनोों से सोंबोंफधत है और ज्यादातर पशू्तन लोगोों के 

पक्षधर हैं, लेफकन कुछ हद तक पास के अन्य समूहोों िारा जो पशू्तनोों से प्रभाफर्त हैं (ऐफतहाफसक 

रूप से अिगान के रूप में जाना जाता है)। 

• अिगाफनस्तान में लोया फजरगास को कफथत तौर पर 18 र्ी ों शताब्दी के शुरुआती फदनोों में आयोफजत 

फकया गया था जब हॉटकी और दुरावनी राजर्ोंशोों ने सिा में कदम रखा था। 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Topic-1 

Strategic autonomy in foreign policy 

India’s foreign policy: characterised by autonomy 

 India has historically prided itself as an independent developing country which does 

not take orders from or succumb to pressure from great powers. 

 Indian maintained this stance in its foreign policy when the world order was bipolar 

from 1947 to 1991, dominated by the U.S. and Russia. 

 Also, when the world was unipolar from 1991 to 2008, dominated by the U.S. 

 Or when it is multipolar as at the present times. 

 The need for autonomy in making foreign policy choices has remained constant. 

Flexibility in foreign policy 

 However, strategic autonomy has often been adjusted in India‘s history as per the 

changing milieu. 

 During the 1962 war with China, Prime Minister Nehru, had to appeal to the U.S. for 

emergency military aid. 

 In the build-up to the 1971 war with Pakistan, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi had to 

enter a Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation with the Soviet Union to ward off 

both China and the U.S. 

 And in Kargil in 1999, India welcomed a direct intervention by the U.S. to force 

Pakistan to back down. 

 In all the above examples, India did not become any less autonomous when 

geopolitical circumstances compelled it to enter into de facto alliance-like cooperation 

with major powers. 

 Rather, India secured its freedom, sovereignty and territorial integrity by 

manoeuvering the great power equations and playing the realpolitik game. 

Concerns over India’s growing closeness to the U.S. 

 As India is facing China‘s growing aggression along the LAC, Non-alignment 2.0 with 

China and the U.S. makes little sense. 

 Fears that proximity to the U.S. will lead to loss of India‘s strategic autonomy are 

overblown. 

 Because independent India has never been subordinated to a foreign hegemon. 



 
 
 
 

 

What should be India’s strategy 

 In the threat environment marked by a pushy China, India should aim to have both-

 American support and stay as an independent power centre by cooperation with 

middle powers in Asia and around the world. 

 For India complete dependence on the U.S. to counter China would be an error. 

 Such complete dependence would be detrimental to India‘s national interest such as its 

ties with Iran and Russia and efforts to speed up indigenous defence modernisation. 

 A wide and diverse range of strategic partners, including the U.S. is the only viable 

diplomatic way forward in the current emerging multipolar world order. 

Conclusion 

We are free and self-reliant not through isolation or alliance with one great power, but 

only in variable combinations with several like-minded partners. India is familiar with 

the phrase ‗multi-vector‘ foreign policy. It is time to maximise its potential. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Topic-2 

Judiciary and the challenges ahead 
 

Challenges to democracy 

 Growing lack of faith among many Indians in the functioning of the Supreme Court 

(SC). 

 The politicisation of the civil service and the police. 

 The creation of a cult of personality 

 The intimidation of the media. 

 The use of tax and investigative agencies to harass and intimidate independent voices. 

 The refusal to do away with repressive colonial-era laws and instead the desire to 

strengthen them. 

 The undermining of Indian federalism by the steady whittling down of the powers of 

the states by the Centre. 
Role and challenges judiciary faces 

 In recent years the Supreme Court has done little to stop or stem the degradation of 

democracy. 

 Some examples: Court‘s refusal to strike down laws like UAPA that should have no 

place in a constitutional democracy. 

 Its unconscionable delay in hearing major cases. 

 The COVID-19 crisis has accelerated trend towards authoritarianism and the 

centralisation of power. 

 But the hearings and orders of the past few months show, the Supreme Court seems 

unable or unwilling to check these ominous trends. 

 The failure of the SC is in part a failure of leadership. 

 One chief justice has accepted a Governorship immediately on retirement, and another 

has accepted a Rajya Sabha seat. 

 Powers of the Master of the Roster are imperfectly defined, and can lead themselves 

to widespread misuse by the incumbent. 

Conclusion 

Time has come for all the serving justices in the highest court of the land to think 

seriously about the ever-increasing gap between their calling as defined by the 

Constitution, and the direction the Court is now taking. 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Topic-3 

What is Next Generation Sequencing (NGS)? 

 

 To speed up testing as well as improve the accuracy of testing COVID-19, the CSIR is 

working on developing ―mega labs‖ where large machines, called Next Generation 

Sequencing machines (NGS), will be used for sequencing human genomes. 

 It is repurposed to sequence 1,500-3,000 viral genomes at a go for detecting the 

SARS-CoV-2 novel coronavirus. 

What is NGS? 

 DNA sequencing is the process of determining the nucleic acid sequence – the order of 

nucleotides in DNA. 

 It includes any method or technology that is used to determine the order of the four 

bases: adenine, guanine, cytosine, and thymine. 

 The advent of rapid DNA sequencing methods has greatly accelerated biological and 

medical research and discovery. 

 Next-generation sequencing (NGS), also known as high-throughput sequencing, is the 

catch-all term used to describe a number of different modern sequencing technologies. 

 These technologies allow for sequencing of DNA and RNA much more quickly and 

cheaply than the previously used Sanger sequencing, and as such revolutionized the 

study of genomics and molecular biology. 



 
 
 
 

 

Benefits 

 The genome sequencing machines can substantially detect the possible presence of the 

virus even in several instances where the traditional RT-PCR tests miss out on them. 

 This is primarily because the RT-PCR test identifies the SARS-CoV-2 virus by 

exploring only specific sections of the virus. 

 Having an edge, the genome method can read a bigger chunk of the virus genome and 

thereby provide more certainty that the virus in question is indeed the particular 

coronavirus of interest. 

 It can also trace the evolutionary history of the virus and track mutations more reliably. 

 

Topic-4 

IISER Study on Plant Hormones 
 

A team of researchers at the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER), Bhopal, has 

conducted a study on seed germination that could have a major impact on agriculture. 

What is the study about? 

 The study aims to determine the optimum timing of seed germination and thus ensure high plant 

yields. 

 It focused on the interplay between plant hormones like abscisic acid (ABA) which inhibit the 

sprouting of the seed and environmental cues like light (which promotes the sprouting process) and 

darkness. 

Note the following plant hormones and their functions: 

Hormone Function 

Ethylene Fruit ripening and abscission 

Gibberellins Break the dormancy of seeds and buds; promote growth 

Cytokinins Promote cell division; prevent senescence 

Abscisic Acid Close the stomata; maintain dormancy 

Auxins Involved in tropisms and apical dominance 



 
 
 
 

 

Role of Abscisic acid (ABA) 

 ABA is a ubiquitous plant hormone, was discovered almost 80 years ago. 

 Its mechanisms underlying germination inhibition by this protein have been the subject of intensive 

research. 

 There is scant knowledge about the mechanisms controlled by ABA for arresting the post-

germination growth in response to environmental cues. 

 This is the gap that the IISER team has attempted to bridge with its experiments. 

Findings of the study 

 All plants, depending on their external environment, make the decision to open its embryonic leaves 

after sprouting or to enforce a growth arrest. 

 Being ‗sessile‘ [fixed to a place], plants have an extraordinary sensing mechanism to allow them to 

assess environmental conditions before a seed decides to open up and establish as a young seedling. 

 Like humans, plants, too, have hormones like ABA that modulate their growth and development. 

 Just after sprouting, the young seed must take a crucial decision on whether to go ahead with the 

‗seedling establishment‘ process (the critical stage of plant growth) or not. 

 The ‗right decision‘ taken by the young seed ultimately allows it to secure its independence and take 

care of itself as it matures into an adult plant. 

Identifying the stress defence mechanism 

 Just like humans are forced to mediate a COVID-19-induced lockdown, plants, too mediate a 

―developmental lockdown‖ under stressful conditions to ensure their survival. 

 It is analogous to the baby steps in humans before a child can stand on its own feet and walk. 

 Making the right decision in the allocation of resources to growth or stress responses is critical for the 

successful establishment of seedlings. 

 If seeds germinate in adverse environmental conditions, seedlings ultimately risk expediting precious 

energy in ‗stress defence‘ rather than growth. 

ABA is the ‘Master regulator’ hormone 

 The ABA acts as a ‗master regulator‘ of the seed‘s growth by controlling several aspects of plant 

development, including seed dormancy and germination, as well as controlling growth under adverse 

conditions such as drought or salinity. 

 The ABA signals the seed not to germinate until there are favourable conditions for growth. 

 If the stress comes after the germination of a seed, ABA suppresses further growth of the seedling. 

 This inhibition leads the seedling to invest its energies less in its growth and more in ‗defence 

mechanisms‘ designed to ensure its survival. 

Significance of the study 



 
 
 
 

 

 Understanding the complex factors that modulate ABA sensitivity is vital to developing 

economically important plant varieties that have better tolerance to stress conditions. 

 The results of the study, though in its elementary phase, are vital as they come at a time when 

frustrated farmers across complaining against failed germination. 

 

Topic-5 

SPT0418-47: The Baby Milky Way 

 

SPT0418-47, a golden halo glinting 12 billion light-years away is the farthest galaxy 

resembling our Milky Way was recently spotted by astronomers. 

SPT0418-47 

 The galaxy, called SPT0418-47, is so far away that it took billions of years for its light 

to reach Earth and so our image of it is from deep in the past. 

 It was picked up by the powerful Alma radio telescope in Chile using a technique 

called gravitational lensing, where a nearby galaxy acts as a powerful magnifying 

glass. 

 This was when the Universe was 1.4 billion years old — just 10% of its current age — 

and galaxies were still forming. 

 It has features similar to our Milky Way — a rotating disc and a bulge, which is the 

high density of stars packed tightly around the galactic centre. 

What makes it special? 

 This is the first time a bulge has been seen this early in the history of the Universe, 

making SPT0418-47 the most distant Milky Way look-alike. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Thus the infant star system challenges our understanding of the early years of the 

Universe. 

 Researchers expect these young star systems to be chaotic and without the distinct 

structures typical of mature galaxies like our Galaxy. 

 This unexpected discovery suggests the early Universe may not be as chaotic as once 

believed and raises many questions on how a well-ordered galaxy could have formed 

so soon after the Big Bang. 

Back2Basics: Milky Way 

 

 The Milky Way is the galaxy that contains our Solar System, with the name describing 

the galaxy‘s appearance from Earth. 

 It appears like a hazy band of light seen in the night sky formed from stars that cannot 

be individually distinguished by the naked eye. 

 From Earth, the Milky Way appears as a band because its disk-shaped structure is 

viewed from within. 

 Galileo Galilei first resolved the band of light into individual stars with his telescope in 

1610. 

 Until the early 1920s, most astronomers thought that the Milky Way contained all the 

stars in the Universe. 

 Following the 1920 Great Debate between the astronomers Harlow Shapley and Heber 

Curtis, observations by Edwin Hubble showed that the Milky Way is just one of many 

galaxies. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Topic-6 

Great Indian Hornbill 

 

A study based on satellite data has flagged a high rate of deforestation in a major hornbill 

habitat in Arunachal Pradesh. 

About Great Indian Hornbill 

IUCN status: Vulnerable (uplisted from Near Threatened in 2018), CITES: Appendix I 

 The great hornbill (Buceros bicornis) also known as the great Indian hornbill or great 

pied hornbill, is one of the larger members of the hornbill family. 

 The great hornbill is long-lived, living for nearly 50 years in captivity. 

 It is predominantly fruit-eating, but is an opportunist and preys on small mammals, 

reptiles and birds. 

 Its impressive size and colour have made it important in many tribal cultures and 

rituals. 

 A large majority of their population is found in India with a significant proportion in 

the Western Ghats and the Nilgiris. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The nesting grounds of the birds in the Nilgiris North Eastern Range are also believed 

to support some of their highest densities. 

Their ecological significance 

 Referred to as ‗forest engineers‘ or ‗farmers of the forest‘ for playing a key role in 

dispersing seeds of tropical trees, hornbills indicate the prosperity and balance of the 

forest they build nests in. 

Threats 

 Hornbills used to be hunted for their casques — upper beak — and feathers for 

adorning headgear despite being cultural symbols of some ethnic communities in the 

northeast, specifically the Nyishi of Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Illegal logging has led to fewer tall trees where the bird‘s nest. 

Back2Basics: Hornbill Festival 2018 

 The Hornbill Festival is a celebration held every year from 1 – 10 December, in 

Kohima, Nagaland. 

 The festival was first held in the year 2000. 

 It is named after the Indian hornbill, the large and colourful forest bird which is 

displayed in the folklore of most of the state‘s tribes. 

 Festival highlights include the traditional Naga Morungs exhibition and the sale of arts 

and crafts, food stalls, herbal medicine stalls, flower shows and sales, cultural medley 

– songs and dances, fashion shows etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Topic-7 

Perseids Meteor Shower 

 

The Perseids meteor shower is going to be active from August 17-26. 

What is the Perseids meteor shower? 

 The Perseids meteor shower peaks every year in mid-August. It was first observed 

over 2,000 years ago. 

 The Perseids occur as the Earth runs into pieces of cosmic debris left behind by the 

comet Swift-Tuttle. 

 The cloud of debris is about 27 km wide, and at the peak of the display, between 160 

and 200 meteors streak through the Earth‘s atmosphere every hour as the pieces of 

debris. 

 They travel at the speed of some 2.14 lakh km per hour; burn up a little less than 100 

km above the Earth‘s surface. 

What are Meteor Showers? 

 Meteors are bits of rock and ice that are ejected from comets as they manoeuvre 

around their orbits around the sun. 

 As meteors fall towards the Earth, the resistance makes the space rocks extremely hot 

and, as meteorites pass through the atmosphere, they leave behind streaks of glowing 

gas that are visible to the observers and not the rock itself. 

 For instance, the Orionids meteors emerge from the comet 1P/Halley and make their 

yearly presence in October. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Meteor showers, on the other hand, are witnessed when Earth passes through the trail 

of debris left behind by a comet or an asteroid. 

 When a meteor reaches the Earth, it is called a meteorite and a series of meteorites, 

when encountered at once, is termed as a meteor shower. 

 According to NASA, over 30 meteor showers occur annually and are observable from 

the Earth. 

Where do the Perseids come from? 

 The comet Swift-Tuttle, which was discovered in 1862 by Lewis Swift and Horace 

Tuttle, takes 133 years to complete one rotation around the sun. 

 The last time it reached its closest approach to the sun was in 1992 and will do so 

again in 2125. 

 Every time comets come close to the sun, they leave behind dust that is essentially the 

debris trail, which the Earth passes through every year as it orbits around the Sun. 

Back2Basics: 

 

  

 



 
 
 
 

 

Topic-8 

Making sense of population growth of India 

What the projections say 

 A new study was published in The Lancet, and prepared by the Seattle-based Institute 

for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME). 

 It argues that while India is destined to be the largest country in the world, its 

population will peak by mid-century. 

 And as the 21st century closes, its ultimate population will be far smaller than anyone 

could have anticipated, about 1.09 billion instead of approximately 1.35 billion today. 

 It could even be as low as 724 million, the study projects. 

 Until 2050, the IHME projections are almost identical to widely-used United Nations 

projections. 

  It is only in the second half of the century that the two projections diverge with the 

UN predicting a population of 1.45 billion by 2100, and the IHME, 1.09 billion. 

Present trends in India’s fertility rate 

 In the 1950s, India‘s Total fertility rate (TFR) was nearly six children per woman; 

today it is 2.2. 

  Between 1992 and 2015, it had fallen by 35% from 3.4 to 2.2. 

 It is even below the replacement rate in 18 States and Union Territories. 

What explains the trends 

 One might attribute it to the success of the family planning programme. 

 But family planning has long lost its primacy in the Indian policy discourse. 

 Punitive policies include denial of maternity leave for third and subsequent births, 

limiting benefits of maternity schemes and ineligibility to contest in local body 

elections for individuals with large families. 

 However, these policies are mostly ignored in practice. 

Aspirational revolution 

  It seems highly probable that the socioeconomic transformation of India since the 

1990s has played an important role. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Over the years parents began to rethink their family-building strategies. 

 Smaller families when compared with a bigger family with same income level, invest 

more money in their children by sending them to private schools and coaching classes. 

 It is not aspirations for self but that for children that seems to drive fertility decline. 

Consider the question ―Examine the factors responsible for the declining trends in the 

total fertility rate for India. What are its implications for country?‖ 

Conclusion 

Demographic data suggest that the aspirational revolution is already under way. What we 

need to hasten the fertility decline is to ensure that the health and family welfare system is 

up to this challenge and provides contraception and sexual and reproductive health services 

that allow individuals to have only as many children as they want. 

 

 

Topic-9 

Another brick in the wall against banking frauds 

Context 

 RBI has put restrictions on who can open a current account with which bank. 

What are the restrictions and why it matters 

 A company that has borrowed from a bank cannot open a current account with another 

bank. 

 It can open a current account with its lending banks under some circumstances. 

 Otherwise such company is encouraged to use the cash credit and overdraft facilities 

under which it has borrowed. 

Let’s understand why it matters 

 Firms borrow from PSU banks, but open current accounts with private or foreign 

banks. 



 
 
 
 

 

 When transactions move to current account of banks other than the lending bank, it 

loses visibility on end use of the funds. 
 Basically the PSU bank has no idea where the money has gone. 

 For example, when a firm gets money from its customers, instead of parking it with the 

lending bank it puts it in the current account with another bank. 

 The lending bank has no way of knowing if the loan is going bad wilfully or otherwise. 

Why private banks may oppose the move 

 There may be a lot of pushback from the private and foreign banks as an easy revenue 

source has got blocked. 

 They can, of course, start lending to firms to retain this business but that would mean 

taking risk. 

 It would be far safer to be with retail customers who have neither power nor lawyers to 

defend them against sharp banking practices. 

Why it matters to bank customers 

 Vanishing money raises the cost of funds to the bank and results in higher lending 

rates and lower deposit rates for us. 

 Worse, for taxpayers, it means regular use of our funds to recapitalize the banking 

system that periodically goes bankrupt due to loans gone bad. 

 So, an overall tightening of the system is great news. 

Conclusion 

For too long have the citizens been punished with greater scrutiny, tighter rules, higher 

costs and fewer benefits as compared to the suits. We should let the banks hand-wring, 

but celebrate the closure of each loophole as it happens. 

Back2Basics: What is the current account? 

 A current account is like a savings bank account, but with many facilities for swift and 

multiple transactions, overdraft facilities and it carries no interest. 

 Banks like to sell these accounts as they enjoy huge floats, or money that just sits with 

the bank waiting to be used by the depositing firms. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

Myth of the pristine forest 

 The COVID-19 pandemic has driven migrant workers back to their villages, including many situated 

inside or on the fringes of forested areas, including sanctuaries and national parks. 

 Even as they seek to remake livelihoods there, a new battle has emerged between the forest 

department (FD) and these local communities. 

 It pertains to the declaration of a Critical Wildlife Habitat (CWH), which a PIL in the Bombay High 

Court seeks to get the department to urgently notify. 

What is Critical Wildlife Habitat (CHW)? 

 CWH is a provision under the Forest Rights Act, 2006 (FRA). 

 The Act primarily focuses on recognising the historically-denied rights of forest-dwellers to use and 

manage forests. 

 The CWH provision, however, is an attempt to assuage concerns of wildlife conservationists. 

 It allows for the possibility that in protected areas (PAs) — wildlife sanctuaries and national parks — 

these rights could be attenuated, and, if absolutely necessary, forest-dwellers could be relocated in the 

interest of wildlife conservation. 

Forest dwellers vs. Wildlife 

 Conservationists believe that wildlife needs absolutely ―inviolate‖ areas — those devoid of humans 

and human activities. 

 Many others believe human-wildlife co-existence is generally possible and must be promoted if we 

are to have ―socially just conservation‖. 

Achieving balanced conservation: The FRA provisions 

 A careful reading of the CWH provisions in the FRA shows that it is open to both possibilities, as 

long as they are arrived at through a rigorous and participatory process. 

 It requires setting up a multi-disciplinary expert committee, including representatives from local 

communities. 

 It also requires determining — using ―scientific and objective criteria‖ and consultative processes — 

whether, and wherein the PA, the exercise of forest rights will cause irreversible damages. 

 It then requires determining whether coexistence is possible through a modified set of rights or 

management practices. 

 Only if the multi-stakeholder expert committee agrees that co-existence or other reasonable options 

are not possible, should relocation be taken up, again with the informed consent of the concerned 

gram sabhas. 

 And obviously, for any such process to commence, the Act requires that all forest rights under the 

FRA must first be recognised. 



 
 
 
 

 

Issues with the FRA 

(1) Concerns of eviction 

 Hardline conservationists took FRA as a great opportunity to complete its agenda of evicting forest-

dwellers from PAs. 

 It has been observed that many villages were resettled when they had rights claims pending, others 

had their claims illegally rejected or incompletely granted, and several had not even applied to this 

controversy erupted. 

 However, there are settlements in some of these PAs, and of course, people in villages adjacent to all 

the PAs are likely to have customary rights. 

 In spite of the court ordering rapid completion of the rights recognition process, there has been 

almost no progress on this front. 

(2) Issues with expert committees 

 The constitution of the expert committees is faulty. They do not contain expert social scientists 

familiar with the area. Wildlife enthusiasts are sometimes substituted for experts in life sciences. 

 Many members have challenged the very constitutionality of the FRA, making a travesty of the idea 

of ―objectivity‖ in the process. 

(3) Criteria judging the damages 

 The criteria being used by the committees to determine the threat of ―irreversible damage‖ to wildlife 

are quite extreme and are not supported by any consensus even among ecologists. 

 There are no objective criteria decided yet by these committees. 

Conclusion 

 The FRA begins by recognising that forest dwellers ―are integral to the very survival and 

sustainability of the forest ecosystem‖. 

 In that context, the CWH provision should not be seen as simply a tool for evicting forest-dwellers to 

create so-called ―inviolate‖ spaces. 

 It is an opportunity to rigorously and participatorily explore all avenues of co-existence. 

 Such co-existence is indeed possible. In general, forest-dwellers harbour both the knowledge and the 

attitudes needed for conservation. 

 Co-managing PAs is, therefore, the most effective and socially just long-term solution, and relocation 

should be seen as the absolute last resort. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-2 

Census 2021 and the long-pending reforms 

 In all likelihood, the February 2021 Census will have to be rescheduled to ensure comparability with 

earlier censuses. 

 This will also affect the National Sample Surveys and others that use the census as the sampling 

frame. 

 The delay can, however, be used to introduce much-needed reforms to this gigantic exercise whose 

roots go back to the late 19th century. 

Background: Census of India 

 The decennial Census of India has been conducted 15 times, as of 2011. 

 While it has been undertaken every 10 years, beginning in 1872 under British Viceroy Lord Mayo, 

the first complete census was taken in 1881. 

 Post-1949, it has been conducted by the Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India under 

the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 

 All the censuses since 1951 were conducted under the 1948 Census of India Act. 

 The last census was held in 2011, whilst the next will be held in 2021. 

Issues with the Census 

(1) Data quality issues 

 The past four decades have seen a decline in the quality of data and growing delays in its release 

despite technological innovations. 

 The use of census data in delimitation and federal redistribution has been questioned on grounds of 

poor quality, while the Covid-19 pandemic revealed the obsolete and poor quality of data on internal 

migration. 

(2) No major reforms 

 The legal foundation of the census has remained largely unchanged since newly independent India 

enacted permanent census legislation in 1948. 

 Despite sustained problems, the census has not seen any major reform after 1994 when both the 

Census Act, 1948 and Census Rules, 1990 were amended. 

(3) Old methods and questionnaire 

 The methodological core – extended de facto (synchronous) canvasser-based enumeration – too has 

remained intact even though the length and layout of schedules changed quite a bit. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The Household Schedule, for instance, grew with the footprint of the state, from 14 questions in 1951 

to 29 questions in 2011. 

(4) Workforce issues 

 Further, data collection has not kept pace with improvements in data processing technology due to 

the lack of motivated and adequately trained enumerators. 

 Given the high salaries of school teachers, the modest honorarium paid for census work does not 

cover the opportunity cost of conducting the door-to-door enumeration. 

Understand the ‘purpose’ of the census 

Reforms should begin with the design of schedules based on a clear understanding of two essential 

functions of the census: 

(a) Resource allocations 

 First, census facilitates the rule-based distribution of power and resources through constitutionally 

mandated redistribution of taxes, delimitation of electoral constituencies and affirmative action 

policies. 

 It is also used in routine policy-making across tiers of government. 

(b) Population projections 

 Second, census serves as the sampling frame for surveys and is also the basis of population 

projections. 

 Other routine policies require distribution of the headcount by households, marital status, age, sex, 

literacy, migrant status, and mother tongue. 

 Put together, these variables are sufficient for choosing representative samples for surveys. 

What can be done? 

Cut the questions 

 Nearly half of the ‗Houselisting and Housing Schedule‘ of the census is devoted to questions on 

household amenities and assets. 

 These questions can be dropped because the information can be more appropriately collected through 

sample surveys and administrative statistics. 

 Cutting down the length of unwieldy schedules has several advantages. 

Why put fewer questions? 

 First, it will improve data quality by reducing the workload of enumerators. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Second, it will also free up senior census officials and help revive the earlier tradition of producing 

detailed administrative and other reports crucial for understanding the context of data. 

 Third, shorter schedules will seem less invasive and assure respondents uncomfortable with sharing 

too many details. 

 Fourth, it will cut down processing time and help in reducing delays in the release of data. 

Dealing with data manipulation 

 There is poor accounting of migrants that distorts estimates of urbanisation as well as the inter-state 

distribution of the population. 

 There exists grassroots manipulation of data-driven by political and economic considerations. 

Conclusion 

 There is a need to demystify census operations and build trust in the impartiality of the exercise, 

better scrutiny of electoral records and welfare schemes to weed out bogus beneficiaries. 

 These reforms are essential to ensure that the census exercise is able to fulfil its constitutional, policy 

and statistical obligations and also clear the ground for debates on the future of census in the digital 

era. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-3 
UAE, Israel reach agreement to establish diplomatic ties 
 

The United Arab Emirates and Israel have agreed to establish full diplomatic ties as part of a deal to halt 

the annexation of occupied land sought by the Palestinians for their future state. 

What is the deal? 

 The deal halts Israeli annexation plans, the Palestinians have repeatedly urged Arab governments not 

to normalize ties with Israel until a peace agreement establishing an independent Palestinian state is 

reached. 

Significance 

 The announcement makes the UAE the first Gulf Arab state to do so and only the third Arab nation to 

have active diplomatic ties to Israel. 

 For Israel, the announcement comes after years of boasting by Israeli PM Netanyahu that his 

government enjoys closer ties to Arab nations than publicly acknowledged. 

West Bank  and its annexation plan 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 The West Bank is located to the west of the Jordan River. 

 It is a patch of land about one and a half times the size of Goa, was captured by Jordan after the 1948 

Arab-Israeli War. 

 Israel snatched it back during the Six-Day War of 1967 and has occupied it ever since. 

 It is a landlocked territory, bordered by Jordan to the east and Israel to the south, west, and north. 

 Following the Oslo Accords between the Israeli government and the Palestine Liberation 

Organization (PLO) during the 1990s, part of the West Bank came under the control of the 

Palestinian Authority. 

 With varying levels of autonomy, the Palestinian Authority controls close to 40 per cent of West 

Bank today, while the rest is controlled by Israel. 

 

 

TOPIC-4 

Sixth Schedule of Indian Constitution 
The revival of the demand for two autonomous councils has made political parties and community-based 

groups call for bringing the entire Arunachal Pradesh under the ambit of the Sixth Schedule or Article 371 

(A) of the Constitution. 

What is the Sixth Schedule? 

 The Sixth Schedule consists of provisions for the administration of tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, 

Tripura and Mizoram, according to Article 244 of the Indian Constitution. 

 Passed by the Constituent Assembly in 1949, it seeks to safeguard the rights of the tribal population 

through the formation of Autonomous District Councils (ADC). 

 ADCs are bodies representing a district to which the Constitution has given varying degrees of 

autonomy within the state legislature. 

 The governors of these states are empowered to reorganize boundaries of the tribal areas. 

 In simpler terms, she or he can choose to include or exclude any area, increase or decrease the 

boundaries and unite two or more autonomous districts into one. 

 They can also alter or change the names of autonomous regions without separate legislation. 

Autonomous districts and regional councils 

 The ADCs are empowered with civil and judicial powers can constitute village courts within their 

jurisdiction to hear the trial of cases involving the tribes. 

 Governors of states that fall under the Sixth Schedule specify the jurisdiction of high courts for each 

of these cases. 

 Along with ADCs, the Sixth Schedule also provides for separate Regional Councils for each area 

constituted as an autonomous region. 



 
 
 
 

 

 In all, there are 10 areas in the Northeast that are registered as autonomous districts – three in Assam, 

Meghalaya and Mizoram and one in Tripura. 

 These regions are named as district council of (name of district) and regional council of (name of 

region). 

 Each autonomous district and regional council consists of not more than 30 members, of which four 

are nominated by the governor and the rest via elections. All of them remain in power for a term of 

five years. 

 

TOPIC-5 

Story of our National Flag 
 

The final design of the Indian National Flag, hoisted by PM Nehru on August 16, 1947, at Red Fort, had a 

history of several decades preceding independence. 

Story of our National: A timeline 

(1) Public display for first time 

 Arguably the first national flag of India is said to have been hoisted on August 7, 1906, in Kolkata at 

the Parsee Bagan Square (Green Park). 

 It comprised three horizontal stripes of red, yellow and green, with Vande Mataram written in the 

middle. 

 Believed to have been designed by freedom activists Sachindra Prasad Bose and Hemchandra 

Kanungo, the red stripe on the flag had symbols of the sun and a crescent moon, and the green strip 

had eight half-open lotuses. 

(2) In Germany 

 In 1907, Madame Cama and her group of exiled revolutionaries hoisted an Indian flag in Germany in 

1907 — this was the first Indian flag to be hoisted in a foreign land. 

(3) During the Home Rule Movement 

 In 1917, Dr Annie Besant and Lokmanya Tilak adopted a new flag as part of the Home Rule 

Movement. 

 It had five alternate red and four green horizontal stripes, and seven stars in the saptarishi 

configuration. 

 A white crescent and star occupied one top corner, and the other had Union Jack. 

(4) Final version by Pingali Venkayya 



 
 
 
 

 

 The design of the present-day Indian tricolour is largely attributed to Pingali Venkayya, an Indian 

freedom fighter. 

 He reportedly first met Mahatma Gandhi in South Africa during the second Anglo-Boer War (1899-

1902), when he was posted there as part of the British Indian Army. 

 Years of research went into designing the national flag. In 1916, he even published a book with 

possible designs of Indian flags. 

 At the All India Congress Committee in Bezwada in 1921, Venkayya again met Gandhi and proposed 

a basic design of the flag, consisting of two red and green bands to symbolise the two major 

communities, Hindus and Muslims. 

(5) During Constituent Assembly 

 On July 22, 1947, when members of the Constituent Assembly of India, the first item on the agenda 

was reportedly a motion by Pandit Nehru, about adopting a national flag for free India. 

 It was proposed that ―the National Flag of India shall be horizontal tricolour of deep saffron (Kesari), 

white and dark green in equal proportion.‖ 

 The white band was to have a wheel in navy blue (the charkha being replaced by the chakra), which 

appears on the abacus of the Sarnath Lion Capital of Ashoka. 

 

TOPIC-6 

Greater Male Connectivity Project (GMCP) 

 

India will fund the implementation of the Greater Male Connectivity Project (GMCP) in the Maldives with 

$500 mn packages. 

About Greater Male Connectivity Project 

 The GMCP will consist of a number of bridges and causeways to connect Male to Villingili, 

Thilafushi and Gulhifahu islands that span 6.7 km. 



 
 
 
 

 

 It would ease much of the pressure of the main capital island of Male for commercial and residential 

purposes. 

 When completed, the project would render the Chinese built Sinamale Friendship bridge connecting 

Male to two other islands, thus far the most visible infrastructure project in the islands. 

 At present, India-assisted projects in the region include water and sewerage projects on 34 islands, 

reclamation project for the Addl island, a port on Gulhifalhu, airport redevelopment at Hanimadhoo, 

and a hospital and a cricket stadium in Hulhumale. 

 

TOPIC-7 

Transparent Taxation - Honoring The Honest 

IN NEWS 

• Prime Minister will launch the platform for "Transparent Taxation - Honoring the Honest" on 13th 

August 2020. 

ABOUT 

• The focus of the tax reforms has been on reduction in tax rates and on simplification of direct tax 

laws. Several initiatives have been taken by the CBDT for bringing in efficiency and transparency in 

the functioning of the IT Department. 

• This includes bringing more transparency in official communication through the newly introduced 

Document Identification Number (DIN). 

• Last year the Corporate Tax rates were reduced from 30 percent to 22 percent and for new 

manufacturing units the rates were reduced to 15 percent. Dividend distribution tax was also 

abolished. 

• Article 246 of the Indian Constitution, distributes legislative powers including taxation, between the 

Parliament of India and the State Legislature. Schedule VII enumerates these subject matters with the 

use of three lists. 

PURPOSE 

• Easing compliance and expediting refunds, benefiting honest taxpayers. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The launch of the platform will further carry forward the journey of direct tax reforms, following 

the several measures that have been taken by the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) to aid 

taxpayers. 

INITIATIVES 

• With a view to provide for resolution of pending tax disputes the IT Department also brought out 

the Direct Tax "Vivad se Vishwas Act, 2020" under which declarations for settling disputes are being 

filed currently. 

• To effectively reduce taxpayer grievances / litigation, the monetary thresholds for filing of 

departmental appeals in various appellate courts have been raised. Several measures have been taken 

to promote digital transactions and electronic modes of payment. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF C.B.D.T. 

• The Central Board of Revenue as the apex body of the Department, charged with the administration 

of taxes, came into existence as a result of the Central Board of Revenue Act, 1924 

• Initially the Board was in charge of both direct and indirect taxes. However, when the 

administration of taxes became too unwieldy for one board to handle, the board was split up into two, 

namely the Central Board of Direct Taxes and Central Board of Excise and Customs with effect from 

1.1.1964. 

FUNCTIONS AND ORGANIZATION 

• The Central Board of Direct Taxes is a statutory authority functioning under the Central Board of 

Revenue Act, 1963. The officers of the Board in their ex-officio capacity also function as a Division 

of the Ministry dealing with matters relating to levy and collection of direct taxes. 

 

TOPIC-8 

One Sun, One World, One Grid (OSOWOG) Initiative 

The Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has put calls for proposals to the One 

Sun, One World, and One Grid (OSOWOG) initiative on hold till further notice. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

OSOWOG Initiative 

• Under the project, India envisaged having an interconnected power transmission grid across nations 

for the supply of clean energy. 

• The vision behind the OSOWOG mantra is ‗The Sun Never Sets‘ and is a constant at some 

geographical location, globally, at any given point of time. 

• With India at the fulcrum, the solar spectrum can easily be divided into two broad zones viz. far 

East which would include countries like Myanmar, Vietnam, Thailand, Lao, Cambodia etc. and far 

west which would cover the Middle East and the Africa Region. 

Implementation 

• The OSOWOG would have three phases. In the first phase Phase I, Middle East, South Asia and 

South-East Asia would be interconnected. 

• In the second phase, solar and other renewable energy resources rich regions would be 

interconnected. 

• In the third phase would vie for global interconnection of the power transmission grid to achieve the 

One Sun One World One Grid vision. 

Benefits of the project 

• An interconnected grid would help all the participating entities in attracting investments in 

renewable energy sources as well as utilizing skills, technology and finances. 

• Resulting economic benefits would positively impact poverty alleviation and support in mitigating 

water, sanitation, food and other socio-economic challenges. 

• Further, the proposed integration would lead to reduced project costs, higher efficiencies and 

increased asset utilization for all the participating entities. 

Issues with project 

• It is hindered with the issues of intricate geopolitics, unfavourable economics, unwarranted 

globalization and undue centralization that act against the concept. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-9 

Abscisic Acid (ABA) 

What is Abscisic Acid? 

• Humans have glands that secrete hormones at different times to stimulate body processes such as 

growth, development, and the breaking down of sugars. 

• Plants also have hormones that stimulate processes that are necessary for them to live. 

Abscisic acid is a plant hormone involved in many developmental plant processes, such as dormancy 

and environmental stress response. 

Abscisic acid is produced in the roots of the plant as well as the terminal buds at the top of the plant. 

Function of Abscisic Acid 

Abscisic acid is involved in several plant functions. 

• Plants have openings on the bottom side of their leaves, known as stomata. Stomata take in carbon 

dioxide and regulate water content. Abscisic acid has been found to function in the closing of these 

stomata during times when the plant does not require as much carbon dioxide or during times of 

drought when the plant cannot afford to lose much water through transpiration. 

• One of the important functions of abscisic acid is to inhibit seed germination. Abscisic acid has 

been found to stop a seed from immediately germinating once it has been placed in the soil. It 

actually causes the seed to enter a period of dormancy. 

• This is of great benefit to the plants because most seeds are formed at the end of the growing 

season, when conditions would not be favorable for a new plant to sprout. The abscisic acid causes 

the seed to wait until the time when conditions are more favorable to grow. This ensures greater 

success in the plant's ability to grow and reproduce successfully. 

• ABA functions in many plant developmental processes, including seed and bud dormancy, the 

control of organ size and stomatal closure. It is especially important for plants in the response to 

environmental stresses, including drought, soil salinity, cold tolerance, freezing tolerance, heat stress 

and heavy metal ion tolerance. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Why ABA in news? 

• IISER Bhopal scientists are studying the critical role of ABA in seed germination, which can lead to 

crop improvement. 

• Their study proved that the inhibition of seedling growth by ABA is much stronger in darkness as 

compared to light conditions 

 

TOPIC-10 

What is the Business Responsibility Report? 

In efforts to have a single source for all non-financial disclosures by corporates, a government-

appointed panel has made various proposals on business responsibility reporting, including putting in 

place two formats for disclosing information. 

What is the Business Responsibility Report (BRR)? 

• Business Responsibility Report is a disclosure of the adoption of responsible business practices by a 

listed company to all its 

• This is important considering the fact that these companies have accessed funds from the public, 

have an element of public interest involved, and are obligated to make exhaustive disclosures on a 

regular basis. 

• BSR is to be submitted as a part of the Annual Report. 

• It contains a standardized format for companies to report the actions considered by them towards 

the adoption of responsible business practices. 

• It has been designed to provide basic information about the company, information related to its 

performance and processes, and information on principles and core elements of the BSR. 



 
 
 
 

 

SEBI recommendations for BSR 

• As per the report, reporting may be done by top 1,000 listed companies in terms of their market 

capitalization or as prescribed by markets regulator SEBI. 

• The reporting requirement may be extended by MCA (Ministry of Corporate Affairs) to unlisted 

companies above specified thresholds of turnover and / or paid-up capital. 

• The panel has suggested two formats for disclosures - a comprehensive format and a "lite version" - 

and also called for the implementation of the reporting requirements in a gradual and phased manner. 

• Smaller unlisted companies may adopt a lite version of the format, on a voluntary basis. 

TOPIC-11 

Licensing system for tobacco sellers 

Context: 

• Voluntary groups working for tobacco control demanded a licensing mechanism for retail tobacco 

sellers which would restrict the sale of tobacco products and curb their consumption by the youths. 

Do you know? 

• Cigarette and Other Tobacco Products Act, 2003 regulates the sale of tobacco products. 

• World No Tobacco Day is observed around the world every year on 31 May. 

Concerns: 

• Young tobacco users are vulnerable to catching influenza-¬like infections and they could expose 

non-¬users to the tobacco products. 

• Youths are getting addicted to tobacco ―faster than ever before‖ and the projected number of deaths 

from tobacco far exceeded than those of COVID¬19. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-12 

Strategic autonomy in foreign policy 

India’s foreign policy: characterized by autonomy 

• India has historically prided itself as an independent developing country which does not take orders 

from or succumb to pressure from great powers. 

• Indian maintained this stance in its foreign policy when the world order was bipolar from 1947 to 

1991, dominated by the U.S. and Russia. 

• Also, when the world was unipolar from 1991 to 2008, dominated by the U.S. 

• Or when it is multipolar as at the present times. 

• The need for autonomy in making foreign policy choices has remained constant. 

Flexibility in foreign policy 

• However, strategic autonomy has often been adjusted in India‘s history as per the changing milieu. 

• During the 1962 war with China, Prime Minister Nehru, had to appeal to the U.S. for emergency 

military aid. 

• In the build-up to the 1971 war with Pakistan, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi had to enter a treaty of 

peace, friendship and cooperation with the Soviet Union to ward off both China and the U.S. 

• And in Kargil in 1999, India welcomed a direct intervention by the U.S. to force Pakistan to back 

down. 

• In all the above examples, India did not become any less autonomous when geopolitical 

circumstances compelled it to enter into de facto alliance-like cooperation with major powers. 

• Rather, India secured its freedom, sovereignty and territorial integrity by manoeuvering the great 

power equations and playing the realpolitik game. 

Concerns over India’s growing closeness to the U.S. 

• As India is facing China‘s growing aggression along the LAC, Non-alignment 2.0 with China and 

the U.S. makes little sense. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Fears that proximity to the U.S. will lead to loss of India‘s strategic autonomy are overblown. 

• Because independent India has never been subordinated to a foreign hegemon. 

What should be India’s strategy 

• In the threat environment marked by a pushy China, India should aim to have both- American 

support and stay as an independent power center by cooperation with middle powers in Asia and 

around the world. 

• For India complete dependence on the U.S. to counter China would be an error. 

• Such complete dependence would be detrimental to India‘s national interest such as its ties with 

Iran and Russia and efforts to speed up indigenous defense modernization. 

• A wide and diverse range of strategic partners, including the U.S. is the only viable diplomatic way 

forward in the current emerging multipolar world order. 

Conclusion 

We are free and self-reliant not through isolation or alliance with one great power, but only in 

variable combinations with several like-minded partners. India is familiar with the phrase 'multi-

vector' foreign policy. It is time to maximize its potential. 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

Endangered Species: ‘Fishing Cat’ 

Context: 

• Efforts are being made to begin the country's maiden exercise of collaring 10 fishing cats 

in the Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary, located in Andhra Pradesh. 

• Experts to study the species' ecology, home range, behavior in different seasons, feeding 

habits, threats, movements and use of space. 

Important Value Additions: 

Fishing cat 

• Fish cat (Prionailurus viverrinus) is mammal double the size of domestic cat which is a 

native to wetlands, swamps and marshy areas. 

• Rapid depletion of wetland is posing a threat to the animal on a global scale and India is 

no exception. 

• Fish cat has been designated as 'vulnerable' in the Red List of the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary: 

• It is a wildlife sanctuary and estuary located in Andhra Pradesh. 

• The sanctuary is a part of the Godavari estuary and has extensive mangrove and dry 

deciduous tropical forest. 

• It is the second largest stretch of mangrove forests in India (after Sundarbans). 

• It is home to the critically endangered white-backed vulture and the long-billed vulture. 

• Its main wildlife attractions are Golden Jackal, Sea turtle, Fishing cat, Estuarine Crocodile, 

Small Blue Kingfisher, Cattle Egret. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Hope Island and Sacramento Island are located in the mangrove region are two 

important nesting sites for the endangered Olive Ridley turtles. 

Do you know? 

• The Andhra Pradesh government has begun the process to get UNESCO world heritage 

status for Godavari Mangroves at Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-2 

Ban of use and sale of nine agro-chemicals 

• Punjab government ordered a ban on the sale and use of nine agro-chemicals, after the 

agriculture department found that these were still being used by farmers though they 

adversely impacted the quality of rice. 

• The ban is aimed at protecting the paddy quality, which is critical to its exports and 

remunerative pricing in the international market. 

Agro-chemicals which are banned include - Acephate, Triazophos, Thiamethoxam, 

Carbendazim, Tricyclazole, Buprofezin, Carbofuron, Propiconazole and Thiophinate 

Methyl. 

Insecticides Act, 1968 

• It was brought into force with effect from August 1971 

• The Act regulates the import, manufacture, sale, transport, distribution and use of 

insecticides in order to prevent risk to human beings and animals. 

• Central Insecticides Board was established under Section 4 of the Act and it works under 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare. 

• The board advises the central government and state governments on technical matters 

arising out of the administration of the act and to carry out the other functions assigned to 

it. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-3 

Israel- UAE agreement: 

  

Context: 

Israel and the United Arab Emirates have announced an agreement that will lead to a full 

normalization of diplomatic relations between the two states, a move that reshapes the 

order of West Asia politics from the Palestinian issue to Iran. 

1. The agreement will be known as the Abraham Accords. 

Overview of the agreement: 

1. Trilateral agreement: The agreement was the product of lengthy discussions between 

Israel, the UAE and the US that accelerated recently. 

2. Under the accord, Israel has agreed to suspend annexing areas of the occupied West 

Bank as it had been planning to do. 

3. It also firms up opposition to regional power Iran, which the UAE, Israel and the US view 

as the main threat in the region. 

Background: 



 
 
 
 

 

Israel had signed peace agreements with Egypt in 1979 and Jordan in 1994. But the UAE, 

along with most other Arab nations, did not recognize Israel and had no formal diplomatic 

or economic relations with it until now. 

Where is West Bank? 

It is a landlocked territory near the Mediterranean coast of Western Asia, bordered by 

Jordan to the east and by the Green Line separating it and Israel on the south, west and 

north. 

The West Bank also contains a significant section of the western Dead Sea shore. 

 What is the dispute settlements here? Who lives there? 

1. The West Bank was captured by Jordan after the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. 

2. Israel snatched it back during the Six Day War of 1967, and has occupied it ever since. 

During this war, the country defeated the combined forces of Egypt, Syria, and Jordan. 

3. It has built some 130 formal settlements in the West Bank, and a similar number of 

smaller, informal settlements have mushroomed over the last 20-25 years. 

4. Over 4 lakh Israeli settlers - many of them religious Zionists who claim a Biblical 

birthright over this land - now live here, along with some 26 lakh Palestinians. 

5. The territory is still a point of contention due to a large number of Palestinians who live 

there and hope to see the land become a part of their future state. 

6. When Israel took control of the land in 1967 it allowed Jewish people to move in, but 

Palestinians consider the West Bank illegally occupied Palestinian land. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 

Talking tough: On the Naga issue 

Context: The National Socialist Council of Nagaland- Isak-Muivah (NSCN-IM) has for the 

first time released the details of the 2015 framework agreement (given in interpretation of 

agreement part of article) 

Do you know? 

• Nagas belong to Indo-Mongoloid Family. 

• The Nagas are not a single tribe, but an ethnic community that comprises several tribes 

who live in the state of Nagaland and its neighborhood. 

Origin of Naga Issue and the timeline of the events 

The assertion of Naga Nationalism began during Colonial period and continued in 

Independent India. Below is the pictorial representation of the timeline 

What are the key demands of the Naga groups? 

• Greater Nagalim (sovereign statehood) i.e redrawing of boundaries to bring all Naga-

inhabited areas in the Northeast under one administrative umbrella. 

 It includes various parts of Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Assam and Myanmar as 

well. 

• Naga Yezabo (Naga Constitution) 

• Naga national flag. 

What was the Ceasefire Agreement which was signed in 2015? 

• Signatories: Interlocutor R.N. Ravi signed the agreement on behalf of the center in 

presence of PM Modi. The other two signatories were leader of NSCN (IM) i.e. Isak Chishi 

Swu, who died in 2016 and Thuingaleng Muivah (86) who is leading the talks. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Takeaway of the Agreement: The Government of India recognized the unique history, 

culture and position of the Nagas and their sentiments and aspirations. The NSCN (IM) is 

also appreciated the Indian political system and governance. 

• Significance: It shows the governments strong intent to resolve the long standing issue 

and adoption of diplomatic peaceful approach by Naga Society to fulfill their aspirations. 

• Objective: Both sides agreed that October 2019 for concluding an accord, which would 

settle all Naga issues 

• Shrouded in secrecy: the details of the agreement have not been made public by the 

government citing security reasons 

What has happened in the attacking post signing the agreement? 

• Enlarged Peace Talks: Talks were expanded in 2017 by including other Naga groups 

under the banner, the Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs) 

• Bilateral to Multilateral Negotiations: The Framework Agreement envisaged a bilateral 

truce between two entities, but today it is seen to be a multilateral one with involvement 

of seven prominent Naga groups 

• Deadlock in talks since October 2019: The deadlock was on the insistence for a separate 

flag and constitution by the NSCN (IM) to make way for India and Nagaland to be 

independent allies in a shared-sovereignty federal relationship 

• Differences within Naga Groups: The NSCN (I-M) still insists on a "Greater Nagalim". 

However, most of the NNPGs based in Nagaland have sought to settle the issue without 

disturbing the state boundaries while keeping the "Greater Nagalim" question in abeyance 

What are the present grievances of NSCN-IM? 

1. Interpretation of Agreement 



 
 
 
 

 

• The agreement released by the NSCN-IM in August 2020 stated "sharing the sovereign 

power" and provide for an "enduring inclusive new relationship of peaceful co-existence of 

the two entities". 

• The NSCN-IM claims that the word ‘new’ is politically sensitive as it goes to define the 

meaning of peaceful co-existence of the two entities (two sovereign powers) and it 

strongly indicates outside the purview of the Constitution 

• The position of NSCN (IM) has been “with India, not within India”. 

• Conceding to this demand, especially after the abrogation of Article 370, seems 

improbable for the Government. 

2. Grievances against Mr. Ravi (Interlocutor & also Nagaland Governor) 

• The NSCN-IM has claimed that Mr. Ravi, "craftily deleted the word new from the 

original" to justify his own narrative and circulated to the other Naga groups including 

NNGPs 

• NSCN-IM is also angered by Mr. Ravi’s letter to Nagaland CM, alleging the collapse of law 

and order and that armed gangs who question the sovereignty and integrity of the nation 

”were engaging in“ blatant extortion ”. 

• This has touched a sore spot for the NSCN (I-M) as the group defended the practice by 

terming it "tax collection". 

• The NSCN (I-M) has demanded that Nagaland Governor R.N. Ravi should be removed as 

the interlocutor for talks on the Naga accord. 

Way ahead 

• Any moves to alter boundaries will intensify ethnic conflicts and insurgencies beyond 

Nagaland. 

• The accord can be looked after consultations with Assam, Manipur and Arunachal 

Pradesh, all states which have a stake in the matter. 



 
 
 
 

 

• The Central Government needs reiterate its commitment to finalizing the Naga accord 

while seeking to re-engage with the NSCN (I-M) without giving in to its arbitrary demands. 

 

TOPIC-5 

Vikram Sarabhai: 

Context: 

ISRO pays tribute to Dr Vikram Sarabhai by announcing that Chandrayaan 2 Orbiter has 

captured the Moon images of “Sarabhai” Crater. 

About Vikram Sarabhai and his contributions: 

Vikram Sarabhai was born on August 12, 1919. 

Sarabhai was instrumental in forming India’s future in astronomy and setting up the 

country’s space research facilities. 

Key Contribution: 

1. Based on his persuasion, the Indian government agreed to set up the Indian National 

Committee for Space Research (INCOSPAR) in 1962. He was the first chairman of the 

committee. 

2. The INCOSPAR was restructured and renamed as Indian Space Research Organization 

(ISRO) in 1969. 

3. Sarabhai founded the Physical Research Laboratory in Ahmedabad in the year 1947. The 

laboratory started its operation from RETREAT, Sarabhai’s residence in Ahmedabad. Its 

first topic of research was cosmic rays. 

4. He also set up India’s first rocket launch site in Thumba, a small village near the 

Thiruvananthapuram airport in Kerala. 



 
 
 
 

 

5. Vikram Sarabhai was also responsible for bringing cable television to India. His constant 

contact with NASA paved a way for the establishment of Satellite Instructional Television 

Experiment (SITE) in 1975. 

6. Sarabhai was the mastermind behind building India’s first satellite, Aryabhata. 

7. He was one of the founding members of the Indian Institute of Management, 

Ahmedabad (IIMA). 

8. Vikram Sarabhai received the Padma Bhushan in 1966 for his contribution to India’s 

progress. He was also awarded the Padma Vibhushan in 1972, posthumously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-6 

Swasthya Portal: 

Launched by Tribal Affairs Minister recently. 

1. The online portal will act as a one-stop solution presenting all information pertaining to 

tribal health and nutrition-related to Scheduled Tribes. 

2. The portal will be managed by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs' Center of Excellence (CoE) 

for Knowledge Management in Health and Nutrition. 

 

 

TOPIC-7 

National Health Authority: 

It is the apex body responsible for implementing India’s flagship public health insurance / 

assurance scheme ‘Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana’. 

1. National Health Authority is the successor of National Health Agency, which was 

functioning as a registered society since 23rd May, 2018. 

2. NHA is governed by a Governing Board chaired by the Union Minister for Health and 

Family Welfare. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-8 

Democracy needs an Internet ombudsman 

Context: The increasing interplay between government, companies and citizens for big 

data. 

What are some of the Criticism of the present day Internet Structure? 

• Information asymmetry has become so huge that it has eroded the very spirit of 

democracy by limiting the unbiased communication of ideas 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

Minimum age of marriage for women 
PM in his I-Day speech has announced that the central government has set up a committee to reconsider the 

minimum age of marriage for women during his address to the nation on the 74th Independence Day. 

Back in debate 

 The minimum age of marriage, especially for women, has been a contentious issue. 

 The law evolved in the face of much resistance from religious and social conservatives. 

 Currently, the law prescribes that the minimum age of marriage is 21 years and 18 years for men and 

women respectively. 

Issue over majority 

 The minimum age of marriage is distinct from the age of majority which is gender-neutral. 

 An individual attains the age of majority at 18 as per the Indian Majority Act, 1875. 

 The law prescribes a minimum age of marriage to essentially outlaw child marriages and prevents the 

abuse of minors. 

What is the committee that the PM mentioned? 

 The Union Ministry for WCD had set up a task force to examine matters pertaining to the age of 

motherhood, imperatives of lowering Maternal Mortality Ratio and the improvement of nutritional 

levels among women. 

 The task force would examine the correlation of age of marriage and motherhood with health, 

medical well-being, and nutritional status of the mother and neonate, infant or child, during 

pregnancy, birth and thereafter. 

 It will also examine the possibility of increasing the age of marriage for women from the present 18 

years to 21 years. 

How common are child marriages in India? 

 UNICEF estimates suggest that each year, at least 1.5 million girls under the age of 18 are married in 

India. 

 It makes our country home to the largest number of child brides in the world — accounting for a third 

of the global total. 

 Nearly 16 per cent adolescent girls aged 15-19 are currently married. 

Provisions for the minimum age for marriage 

 Personal laws of various religions that deal with marriage have their own standards, often reflecting 

custom. 



 
 
 
 

 

 For Hindus, Section 5(iii) of The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, sets 18 years as the minimum age for 

the bride and 21 years as the minimum age for the groom. 

 However, child marriages are not illegal — even though they can be declared void at the request of 

the minor in the marriage. 

 In Islam, the marriage of a minor who has attained puberty is considered valid. 

 The Special Marriage Act, 1954 and the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 also prescribe 18 

and 21 years as the minimum age of consent for marriage for women and men respectively. 

 Additionally, sexual intercourse with a minor is rape, and the „consent‟ of a minor is regarded as 

invalid since she is deemed incapable of giving consent at that age. 

Evolution of the law 

 The IPC enacted in 1860 criminalised sexual intercourse with a girl below the age of 10. 

 The provision of rape was amended in 1927 through The Age of Consent Bill, 1927, which declared 

that marriage with a girl under 12 would be invalid. 

 The law faced opposition from conservative leaders of the Indian National Movement, who saw the 

British intervention as an attack on Hindu customs. 

 A legal framework for the age of consent for marriage in India only began in the 1880s. 

Comes in: The Sarda Act 

 In 1929, The Child Marriage Restraint Act set 16 and 18 years as the minimum age of marriage for 

girls and boys respectively. 

 The law, popularly known as the Sarda Act after its sponsor Harbilas Sarda, a judge and a member of 

Arya Samaj, was eventually amended in 1978 to prescribe 18 and 21 years as the age of marriage for 

a woman and a man respectively. 

Contention over different legal standards 

 There is no reasoning in the law for having different legal standards of age for men and women to 

marry. The laws are a codification of custom and religious practices. 

 The Law Commission consultation paper has argued that having different legal standards 

“contributes to the stereotype that wives must be younger than their husbands”. 

 Women‟s rights activists have argued that the law also perpetuates the stereotype that women are 

more mature than men of the same age and, therefore, can be allowed to marry sooner. 

 The international treaty Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), 

also calls for the abolition of laws that assume women have a different physical or intellectual rate of 

growth than men. 

Why is the law being relooked at? 

 Despite laws mandating minimum age and criminalizing sexual intercourse with a minor, child 

marriages are very prevalent in the country. 



 
 
 
 

 

 From bringing in gender-neutrality to reduce the risks of early pregnancy among women, there are 

many arguments in favour of increasing the minimum age of marriage of women. 

 Early pregnancy is associated with increased child mortality rates and affects the health of the 

mother. 

Upholding the Constitution 

 Petitioners, in this case, had challenged the law on the grounds of discrimination. 

 It is argued that Articles 14 and 21 of the Constitution, which guarantee the right to equality and the 

right to live with dignity, were violated by having different legal ages for men and women to marry. 

 Two significant Supreme Court rulings can act as precedents to support the petitioner‟s claim. 

 In 2014, in the „NALSA v Union of India‟ case, the Supreme Court, while recognising transgenders 

as the third gender, said that justice is delivered with the “assumption that humans have equal value 

and should, therefore, be treated as equal, as well as by equal laws”. 

 In 2019, in „Joseph Shine v Union of India‟, the Supreme Court decriminalized adultery, and said that 

“a law that treats women differently based on gender stereotypes is an affront to women‟s dignity”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-2 

Israel-UAE pact  
 

Last week Mr Trump has announced that Israel and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) had reached a peace 

agreement. Many countries, including the European powers and India, have welcomed it, while the 

Palestinian leadership, as well as Turkey and Iran, have lashed out at the UAE. 

The Israel-UAE Pact 

 The UAE and Israel would establish formal diplomatic relations and in exchange, Israel would 

suspend its plans to annex parts of the occupied West Bank. 

 Israeli PM Netanyahu had earlier vowed to annex the Jewish settlements in the West Bank. 

 But now, as part of the agreement, Israel “will suspend declaring sovereignty over areas” of the West 

Bank and “focus its efforts on expanding ties with other countries in the Arab and Muslim world”. 

A timeline of Israel-Arab Conflict 

Arab-Israeli ties have historically been conflict-ridden. 

 Arab countries, including Egypt, Transjordan, Syria and Iraq, fought their first war with Israel in 

1948 after the formation of the state of Israel was announced. 

 The war ended with Israel capturing more territories, including West Jerusalem than what the UN 

Partition Plan originally proposed for a Jewish state. 

 After that, Israel and Arab states fought three more major wars — the 1956 Suez conflict, the 1967 

Six-Day War and the 1973 Yom Kippur War. 

 After the 1967 war in which Israel captured the Sinai Peninsula and Gaza Strip from Egypt, East 

Jerusalem and the West Bank from Jordan and the Golan Heights from Syria. 

 Arab countries convened in Khartoum and declared their famous three “„Nos‟ — no peace with 

Israel, no talks with Israel and no recognition of Israel. 

 But it did not last long. After the death of Egypt President Gamal Abdel Nasser, his successor Anwar 

Sadat started making plans to get Sinai back from Israel. 

 His efforts, coupled with American pressure on Israel, led to the Camp David Accords of 1978 with 

Israel‟s withdrawal. 

Significance of the deal 

 It‟s a landmark agreement given that the UAE is only the third Arab country and the first in the Gulf 

region to establish diplomatic relations with Israel. 

 In 1994, Jordan became the second Arab country to sign a peace treaty with Israel. 

 The UAE-Israel agreement comes after 26 years. If more countries in the Gulf follow the UAE‟s 

lead, it would open a new chapter in Arab-Israel ties. 



 
 
 
 

 

Why did the UAE sign the agreement? 

 The old enmity between Arab countries and Israel has dissipated. 

 The Sunni Arab kingdoms in the Gulf region such as Saudi Arabia and the UAE had developed 

backroom contacts with Israel over the past several years. 

 One of the major factors that brought them closer has been their shared antipathy towards Iran. 

 Arab countries have signalled that they are ready to live with Israel‟s occupation of Palestine. 

What do Arab countries want from Israel? 

 Arab countries expect a major change in the status quo on West Bank annexation which would put 

Israel under political and diplomatic pressure. 

 The UAE-Israel agreement has averted that outcome. 

 If a Democratic Party (Trump‟s opposition and Obama‟s allegiance) comes to power and restores the 

Iran deal, both the Israeli and the Arab blocs in West Asia would come under pressure to live with an 

empowered Iran. 

 A formal agreement and enhanced security and economic ties make the Arab and Israeli sides better 

prepared to face such a situation. 

 So there is a convergence of interests for the UAE, Israel and the U.S. to come together in the region. 

Where does it leave the Palestinians? 

 Unlike the past two Arab-Israeli peace agreements, Palestinians do not figure prominently in the 

current one. 

 In the present UAE-Israel deal, Israel has not made any actual concession to the Palestinians. 

 The Palestinians are understandably upset. They called the UAE‟s decision “treason”. 

Geopolitical implications of the deal 

 The agreement could fast-track the changes that are already underway in the region. 

 The Saudi bloc, consisting of Egypt, the UAE, Bahrain and others, see their interests being aligned 

with that of the U.S. and Israel and their support for Palestine, which Arab powers had historically 

upheld. 

 Turkey and Iran now emerge as the strongest supporters of the Palestinians in the Muslim world. 

 This tripolar contest is already at work in West Asia. The UAE-Israel thaw could sharpen it further. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-3 

Expansion of the National Cadet Corps (NCC) 

 

In his I-Day speech, PM spoke about the expansion of the National Cadet Corps (NCC) in coastal 

and border districts of India. 

About NCC 

 The NCC, which was formed in 1948, has its roots to British era uniformed youth entities like 

University Corps or University Officer Training Corps. 

 It enrols cadets at the high school and college level and also awards certificates on completion of 

various phases. 

 Headed by a Director-General of three-star military rank, the NCC falls under the purview of MoD 

and is led by serving officers from the Armed forces at various hierarchical positions. 

 The NCC currently has 17 regional directorates which govern the NCC in units in various states or 

groups of states and union territories. 

 Each school and college units have Associate NCC Officers and cadets are also assigned various 

leadership roles in the form of cadet appointments. 

 NCC has a dual funding model where both the centre and states or union territories provide 

budgetary support. 

Training the cadets 

 The NCC cadets receive basic military training at various levels and also have academic curriculum 

basics related to Armed forces and their functioning. 

 Various training camps, adventure activities and military training camps are an important aspect of 

NCC training. 



 
 
 
 

 

 NCC cadets have played an important role over the years in relief efforts during various emergency 

situations. 

 During the ongoing pandemic, over 60,000 NCC cadets have been deployed for voluntary relief work 

in coordination with district and state authorities across the country. 

PM’s announcement 

 Expansion of NCC in the border and coastal area has been under consideration of the Ministry of 

Defence for quite some time. 

 PM took this I-Day to announce that from the 173 coastal and border districts, one lakh cadets, a 

third of them girls, will be trained. 

 Currently, the NCC has the strength of around 14 lakh cadets from Army, Navy and Air Force wings. 

 Border and coastal areas will get trained manpower to fight with disasters. Youth will acquire the 

required skills for careers in armed forces. 

Significance of expansion 

 While the NCC does have units in several borders and coastal districts, officials believe there is a lot 

of scope for expansion. 

 In the coastal regions, where youth are already familiar with the sea, the training will increase interest 

in careers in Navy, Coast Guard and also Merchant shipping avenues. 

 In the border area, the trained cadets can play an important role in various contingencies and also in 

supporting roles to the Armed forces in various roles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 

National Health ID System 
In his address to the nation on Independence Day, the PM has launched the National Digital Health 

Mission which rolls out a national health ID for every Indian. 

National Health ID System 

 This system finds its roots in a 2018 NITI Aayog proposal to create a centralised mechanism to 

uniquely identify every participating user in the National Health Stack. 

 It will be a repository of all health-related information of a person. 

 According to the National Health Authority (NHA), every patient who wishes to have their health 

records available digitally must start by creating a Health ID. 

 Each Health ID will be linked to a health data consent manager — such as National Digital Health 

Mission (NDHM). 

 The Health ID is created by using a person‟s basic details and mobile number or Aadhaar number. 

 This will make it unique to the person, who will have the option to link all of their health records to 

this ID. 

What was the original proposal for the health ID? 

 The National Health Policy 2017 had envisaged creation of a digital health technology eco-system 

aiming at developing an integrated health information system. 

 In the context of this, the central government‟s think-tank NITI Aayog, in June 2018, floated a 

consultation of a digital backbone for India‟s health system — National Health Stack. 

 As part of its consultation, NITI Aayog proposed a Digital Health ID to greatly reduce the risk of 

preventable medical errors and significantly increase the quality of care. 

Stakeholders in the national health ID 

 As envisaged, various healthcare providers — such as hospitals, laboratories, insurance companies, 

online pharmacies, telemedicine firms — will be expected to participate in the health ID system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-5 

Criminal Contempt 

 

A three-judge Bench of the Supreme Court has found a famous civil rights lawyer guilty of criminal 

contempt by „scandalizing the court‟. 

Contempt of Court 

 According to the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, contempt of court can either be civil contempt or 

criminal contempt. 

 Civil contempt means willful disobedience to any judgment, decree, direction, order, writ or another 

process of a court or willful breach of an undertaking given to a court. 

 On the other hand, criminal contempt means the publication (whether by words, spoken or written, or 

by signs, or by visible representations, or otherwise) of any matter or the doing of any other act 

whatsoever which 

1. Scandalizes or tends to scandalize, or lowers or tends to lower the authority of, any court; or 

2. Prejudices, or interferes or tends to interfere with, the due course of any judicial proceeding; or 

3. Interferes or tends to interfere with, or obstructs or tends to obstruct, the administration of justice in 

any other manner. 

What did the court rule in this case? 

 The tweets had the effect of attempting to destabilize Indian democracy. 

 A defamatory publication concerning “the judge is a serious impediment to justice”. 

 The court could not ignore the disrespect and disaffection created by the “scurrilous” tweets. 



 
 
 
 

 

 If such an attack is not dealt with a requisite degree of firmness, it may affect the national honour and 

prestige in the comity of nations. 

A suo motu action 

 The prior consent of the Attorney General (AG) of India is not required to suo motu initiate the 

inherent contempt powers of the Supreme Court. 

 The Contempt of Court Act of 1971 cannot limit this power of the court. The statute only provides 

the procedure in which such contempt is to be initiated. 

 The suo motu contempt powers of the top court are drawn from Article 129 of the Constitution, 

which says the Supreme Court, as a court of record, has the power to punish for contempt of itself. 

What would be the penalty? 

 The Contempt of Court Act of 1971 punishes with imprisonment that may extend to six months or 

fine of ₹ 2,000 or both. 

 This is provided in case the accused may be discharged or the punishment awarded may be remitted 

on apology being made to the satisfaction of the court. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-6 

RBI’s Positive Pay system 
The new „Positive Pay‟ mechanism was recently introduced by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

What is the move? 

 Issuers will be able to send all details to their bank, thereby ensuring faster clearance of cheques 

above Rs 50,000. 

 All cheques will be processed as per the information sent by the account holder at the time of 

issuance of cheques. 

 This will cover approximately 20 per cent of transactions by volume and 80 per cent by value. 

 It will make cheque payments safer and reduces instances of frauds. 

What is Positive Pay Mechanism? 

 Positive Pay is a fraud detection tool adopted by banks to protect customers against forged, altered or 

counterfeit cheques. 

 It crosses verifies all details of the cheque issued before funds are encashed by the beneficiary. 

 In case of a mismatch, the cheque is sent back to the issuer for examination. 

 By following such a system, a bank knows of a cheque being drawn by the customer even before it is 

deposited by the beneficiary into his/her account. 

How does the mechanism work? 

 Under Positive Pay feature, the issuer will first share the details of the issued cheque like cheque 

number, date, name of the payee, account number, amount and the likes through his/her net banking 

account. 

 Along with this, an image of the front and reverse side of the cheque is also required to be shared, 

before handing it over to the beneficiary. 

 When the beneficiary submits the cheque for encashment, the details are compared with those 

provided to the bank through Positive Pay. 

 If the details match, the cheque is honoured. However, in the case of mismatch, the cheque is referred 

to the issuer. 

 In this way, any cheque where any sort of fraud has happened cannot be cleared at all and hence, a 

depositor‟s money can be protected. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-7 

Mauritius Oil Spill 

 

A Japanese ship recently struck a coral reef resulting in an oil spill of over 1,000 tonnes into the 

Indian Ocean near Mauritius. 

What caused the Mauritius oil spill? 



 
 
 
 

 

 A Japanese vessel struck a coral reef resulting in an oil spill of over 1,000 tonnes into the Indian 

Ocean. 

 The ship was carrying an estimated 4,000 tonnes of oil. 

 The accident had taken place near two environmentally protected marine ecosystems and the Blue 

Bay Marine Park Reserve, which is a wetland of international importance. 

How dangerous are oil spills? 

 Oil spills affect marine life by exposing them to harsh elements and destroying their sources of food 

and habitat. 

 Further, both birds and mammals can die from hypothermia as a result of oil spills. 

 For instance, oil destroys the insulating ability of fur-bearing mammals, such as sea otters. 

 It also decreases the water repellency of birds‟ feathers, without which they lose their ability to repel 

cold water. 

Some major incidents 

 Some of the world‟s largest oil spills include the Persian Gulf War oil spill of 1991 when more than 

380 million gallons of oil was poured into the northern Persian Gulf by Iraq‟s forces. 

 The 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico is also considered to be among the 

largest known accidental oil spills in history. 

 Starting April 20, 2010, over 4 million barrels of oil flowed over a period of 87 days into the Gulf of 

Mexico. 

How is the oil spill cleaned? 

 There are a few ways to clean up oil spills including skimming, in situ burning and by releasing 

chemical dispersants. 

 Skimming involves removing oil from the sea surface before it is able to reach the sensitive areas 

along the coastline. 

 In situ burning means burning a particular patch of oil after it has concentrated in one area. 

 Releasing chemical dispersants helps break down oil into smaller droplets, making it easier for 

microbes to consume, and further break it down into less harmful compounds. 

 Natural actions in aquatic environments such as weathering, evaporation, emulsification, 

biodegradation and oxidation can also accelerate the recovery of an affected area. But these occur 

differently in freshwater and marine environments. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-8 

Sarabhai Crater 

 

The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has named a crater captured by Chandrayaan 2 

Orbiter after Vikram Sarabhai. 

Sarabhai Crater 

 “Sarabhai” Crater is named after Dr Vikram Sarabhai and around 250 to 300 kilometres east of this 

Crater is where the Apollo 17 and Luna 21 Missions had landed. 

 The crater captured in 3D images shows that the Crater has a depth of around 1.7 Kms taken from its 

raised rim and the slope of Crater walls is in between 25 to 35 degree. 

 These findings will help the Space Scientists to understand further the process of the lunar region 

filled with lava. 

Who was Vikram Sarabhai? 

 Sarabhai was an Indian physicist and astronomer who initiated space research and helped develop 

nuclear power in India. 

 He is internationally regarded as the Father of the Indian Space Program. 

 Known as the cradle of space sciences in India, the Physical Research Laboratory (PRL) was founded 

in 1947 by him. He was the founder of ISRO. 

 He started a project for the fabrication and launch of an Indian satellite. 

 As a result, the first Indian satellite, Aryabhata, was put in orbit in 1975 from a Russian cosmodrome. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

TOPIC-1 

National Digital Health Mission 

Context: During the Independence Day Speech, PM Modi launched the National Digital Health Mission and said 

that the initiative which is completely technology based will revolutionize the health sector in India 

What is the basic idea of NDHM? 

• By Digital Health Infrastructure created by NDHM, instead of ferrying medical records in polythene bags from 

doctor to doctor, Indians will be able to access their lab reports, x-rays and prescriptions irrespective of where they 

were generated, and share them with doctors or family members - with consent. 

What are the key features of NDHM? 

• Six key building blocks or digital systems namely, HealthID, DigiDoctor, Health Facility Registry, Personal Health 

Records, e-Pharmacy & Telemedicine 

• Unique Health ID: Every Indian under the mission would get an ID card containing all relevant information about 

his / her medical conditions and treatments, tests etc. 

• Comprehensive Health Profile: Ranging from doctor appointment to the medication prescribed, medical tests, 

every bit of detail will be available in the health profile of an individual across public and private healthcare. 

• National Health Authority (NHA), the attached office of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has been given 

the mandate to design, build, roll-out and implement the NDHM in the country. 

• Encouraging Private Players for promotion of Health Data Analytics & Medical Research 

• Private stakeholders will have an equal opportunity to integrate with these building blocks and create their own 

products for the market. 

• However, core activities and verifications, for example, generation of health ID or approval of a doctor / facility 

shall remain with the government. 

• Additional components, like Personal Health Record (PHR) and Electronic Medical Record (EMR) solutions can be 

developed by private players in line with the guidelines that will be issued. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Merits of NDHM 

• Creates Digital Health Ecosystem: It will reduce the existing gap between various stakeholders such as doctors, 

hospitals and other healthcare providers by bringing them together and connecting them in an integrated digital 

health infrastructure. 

• Voluntary Scheme: The NDHM is a holistic, voluntary healthcare program. While option of digital health ID will be 

there, in case a person does not want health ID, then also treatment needs to be provided. 

• Data Safeguards: All products by private participants shall be as per official guidelines taking care of security, 

privacy and standards of the NDHM ecosystem 

• Improves Healthcare Service Efficiency: The created digital health infrastructure enables users to obtain a 

longitudinal view of their healthcare records. Electric Medical Records will increase accountability, improves patient 

outcomes, and advances evidence-based policymaking. 

• Addresses Healthcare Challenges: The Digital Healthinfrastructuregreatly reduces the risk of preventable medical 

errors and significantly increase quality of care. 

• Reduces Information Asymmetry: The Digital datawill empower all Indians with the correct information and 

sources enabling them to take an informed decision to avail the best possible healthcare. 

• Aligned with International Goals: NDHM will be a major stride towards achievement of the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goal 3.8 of Universal Health Coverage, including financial risk protection 

• Last Mile Connectivity Issue: The provision of promoting e-pharmacy & Telemedicine will enable people in rural 

areas access quality healthcare providers. 

• Data Ownership issues addressed: 

 The health data will reside at individual hospital servers in a federated architecture. 

 Citizen will own his / her health data and would require consent to share data. 

 All the basic registries of patients / hospital / medical professionals that enable data sharing will be owned 

by a government entity. 

Challenges Ahead 

• Cannot be a Substitution: Digitalisation is welcome but is no substitute for inadequate human resources and 

infrastructure in the health sector. 

• Does concern address core concern of health care sector: the real issue in India’s health sector is the abject lack 

of primary health facilities in much of India. 



 
 
 
 

 

• Digital awareness about the utility of the scheme is needed for its successful adoption by beneficiaries so that it 

eases the process and not 

• To enable seamless data exchange, all users (pharmacists, laboratories, radiology clinics, insurers and hospitals) 

must be encouraged to adopt a standard language of communication 

Did you know about similar project by UK? 

• In 2005, the UK's National Health Service (NHS) started deployment of an electronic health record systems with a 

goal to have all patients with a centralized electronic health record by 2010. 

• While several hospitals acquired electronic patient records systems as part of this process, there was no national 

healthcare information exchange. 

• The project had been beset by changing specifications, technical challenges and clashes with suppliers, which left 

it years behind schedule and way over cost. 

• The program was ultimately dismantled after a cost to the UK taxpayer was more than £ 12 billion, and is 

considered one of the most expensive healthcare IT failures. 

TOPIC-2 
Jurisdictional conflict in the running of Delhi Government 

What the 2018 SC judgement was about 

 The Supreme Court in Government of NCT of Delhi vs. Union of India (2018) decided on the 

conflicts between the government of NCT and the Union Government and its representative, the 

Lieutenant Governor. 

 It reminds the Lt. Governor what his real functions are. 

  It tells the State government that it should remember that Delhi is a special category Union Territory. 

 It lays down the parameters to enabling the harmonious functioning of the government and the Lt. 

Governor. 
 It did not very clearly delineate the issues in respect of which the Lt. Governor can refer a decision 

taken by the Council of Ministers to the President in the event of a difference of opinion between the 

Lt. Governor and the State government. 

Settled issues and clarifications 

 The Supreme Court affirming that the Lt. Governor is bound to act on the aid and advice of council 

of ministers except in respect of ‘Land’, ‘Public Order’ and the ‘Police’. 

 The Court has also made it clear that there is no requirement of the concurrence of the Lt. Governor 

and that he has no power to overrule the decisions of the State government. 



 
 
 
 

 

 However, Article 239AA (4) (proviso) which says that in the case of a difference of opinion between 

the Lt. Governor and his Ministers on any matter, the Lt. Governor shall refer it to the 

President for decision and act according to that decision. 

 If the Lt. Governor thinks that the matter is urgent he can take immediate action on his own. 

How Article 239 AA(4) matters 

  Lt. Governor can frustrate the efforts of the government, by declaring that there is a difference of 

opinion on any issue and refer it to the President. 

 Refering matter to the President in reality means the Union Home Ministry. 

 The Lt. Governor being its representative, it is easier for him to secure a decision in his favour. 

 The State government will be totally helpless in such a situation. 

 The recent appointment of prosecutors for conducting the Delhi riot cases in the High Court is a case 

in point. 

  When the government decided to appoint them, the Lt. Governor referred it under proviso to Article 

239AA (4) to the President stating that there is a difference of opinion. 

 This episode clearly points to the fault lines which still exist in the power equations in the capital‘s 

administrative structure. 

But, can Lt. Governor refer routine administrative matter to the President? 

 A close reading of the Supreme Court judgment in the NCT Delhi case (supra) would reveal that he 

cannot. 

 The Supreme Court says ―The words ‘any matter’ employed in the proviso to Article 239AA 

(4) cannot be inferred to mean ‘every matter’. 

 Court also says that ―The power of the Lieutenant Governor under the said proviso represents the 

exception and not the general rule‖. 

 The President is the highest Constitutional authority and his decision should be sought only on 

constitutionally important issues. 

Executive powers and legislative powers 

 Parliament can legislate for Delhi on any matter in the State List and the Concurrent List. 

 But the executive power in relation to Delhi except the ‘Police’, ‘Land’ and ‘Public Orders’ vests 

only in the State government headed by the Chief Minister. 

 The executive power of the Union does not extend to any of the matters which come within the 

jurisdiction of the Delhi Assembly. 
 The only occasion when the Union Government can overrule the decision of the State government is 

when the Lt. Governor refers a matter to the President under the proviso to clause (4). 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Conclusion 

In the Constitutional scheme adopted for the NCT of Delhi Lt. Governor should not emerge as an 

adversary having a hostile attitude towards the Council of Ministers of Delhi; rather, he should act as 

a facilitator. 

 

TOPIC-3 

Dwarf Planet Ceres 

 

The dwarf planet Ceres, which lies in the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter now, has the status 

of an ―ocean world‖. 

Ceres exploration 

 The dwarf planet was first spotted by Giuseppe Piazzi in 1801, who assumed that Ceres was the 

missing planet between Mars and Jupiter. 

 It was classified as a dwarf planet in 2006 and is the first dwarf planet to be orbited by a spacecraft. 

 In 2015, NASA‘s Dawn reached it to study its surface, composition and history. 

What does it mean to be an “ocean world”? 

 With a crust that mixes ice, salts, rock-forming minerals and other materials, Ceres looks to be a 

remnant ―ocean world,‖ wearing the chemistry of its Old Ocean and records of the interaction on its 

surface. 

 The observations from Dawn suggest the presence of briny liquid (saltwater) water under Ceres‘s 

surface. 

 Scientists have determined that Ceres has a brine reservoir located about 40 km deep and which is 

hundreds of miles wide, making the dwarf planet, ―water-rich‖. 



 
 
 
 

 

Why do researchers study Ceres? 

 Scientists are interested in this dwarf planet because it hosts the possibility of having water, 

something that many other planets do not have. 

 Therefore, scientists look for signs of life on Ceres, a possibility that has also maintained scientists‘ 

interest in the planet Mars, whose atmosphere was once warm enough to allow water to flow through 

it. 

 Another reason why scientists are interested in that studying it can give insights about the formation 

of the Solar System since it is considered to be a fossil from that time. 

Back2Basics: Dwarf Planets 

 As of today, there are officially five dwarf planets in our Solar System. 

 The most famous is Pluto, downgraded from the status of a planet in 2006. 

 The other four, in order of size, are Eris, Makemake, Haumea and Ceres. The sixth claimant for a 

dwarf planet is Hygiea, which so far has been taken to be an asteroid. 

 These four criteria are – that the body orbits around the Sun, it is not a moon, has not cleared the 

neighbourhood around its orbit and has enough mass for its gravity to pull it into a roughly spherical 

shape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 

Bhadbhut Project 

 

The Gujarat government recently awarded the contract for a the Bhadbhut project in Bharuch, 

Gujarat. It has faced protests from local fishermen for its likely impact on fishing patterns, notably 

those of hilsa. 

What is the Bhadbhut Project? 

 It is planned to be a 1.7-km causeway-cum-weir barrage with 90 gates, across the river Narmada, 5 

km from Bhadbhut village, and 25 km from the mouth of the river, where it flows into the Gulf of 

Khambhat. 

 The barrage will stop most of the excess water flowing out of the Sardar Sarovar Dam from reaching 

the sea and thus create a ―sweet water lake‖ of 600 mcm (million cubic metres) on the river. 

 The barrage will also have a six-lane road that will connect the left and right banks of the river and 

provide shorten the land distance between two large industrial estates in Surat and Bharuch. 

 The project also aims to prevent flooding in years when rainfall is higher than normal. 

 Embankments 22 km long will be made and will extend upstream towards Bharuch, from either side 

of the river. 

 The project is part of the larger Kalpasar Project, which entails the construction of a 30-km dam 

across the Gulf of Khambhat between Bharuch and Bhavnagar districts. 

 The reservoir is meant to tap the waters of the Narmada, Mahisagar and Sabarmati. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Why are fishermen upset? 

 The barrage is expected to interfere with the migration and breeding cycle of hilsa. 

 A marine fish, hilsa migrate upstream and arrives in the brackish water of the Narmada estuary near 

Bharuch for spawning usually during the monsoon months of July and August, and continue doing so 

till November. 

 Once the barrage is built, it is expected to block its natural entry. 

About Hilsa Fish 

IUCN status: Least Concerned 

 The Hilsa is a species of fish related to the herring, in the family Clupeidae. 

 It is a very popular and sought-after food fish in the Indian Subcontinent. 

 Though it‘s a saltwater fish, it migrates to sweet waters. 

 It is the national fish of Bangladesh and state symbol in the Indian states of West Bengal and Tripura. 

 The fish contributes about 12% of the total fish production and about 1.15% of GDP in Bangladesh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-5 
Death Valley records the highest temperature on Earth 

 

California‘s Death Valley registered a temperature of 54.4 degrees Celsius or 129.9 degrees 

Fahrenheit on August 16, 2020, which, once verified, could be the hottest temperature ever recorded 

on Earth. 

Death Valley and its location 

 Death Valley is a desert valley in Eastern California, in the northern Mojave Desert, bordering the 

Great Basin Desert. 

 It is one of the hottest places on Earth, along with deserts in the Middle East and the Sahara. 

 The valley is extremely dry because it lies in the rain shadow of four major mountain ranges 

(including the Sierra Nevada and the Panamint Range). 

 Moisture moving inland from the Pacific Ocean must pass eastward over the mountains to reach 

Death Valley; as air masses are forced upward by each range, they cool and moisture condenses, to 

fall as rain or snow on the western slopes. 

 When the air masses reach Death Valley, most of the moisture has already been lost and there is little 

left to fall as precipitation. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Key factors leading to its high temperature 

 Solar heating: The valley‘s surface (consisting of soil, rocks, sand, etc.) undergoes intense solar 

heating because the air is clear and dry, and the land is dark and sparsely vegetated. This is especially 

noticeable in summer when the sun is nearly directly overhead. 

 Trapping of warm air: Warm air naturally rises and cools; in Death Valley, this air is subject to 

continual reheating as it is trapped by high, steep valley walls and recycled back to the valley floor. 

 Migration of warm air from other areas (advection): Warm desert regions adjacent to Death 

Valley, especially to the south and east, often heat air before it arrives in Death Valley. 

 Warm mountain winds: As winds are forced up and over mountains (e.g., the numerous ranges 

west of Death Valley), the winds can be warmed in several ways. The resulting dry, warm winds are 

known as foehn winds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-6 

Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme (PCGS) 2.0 

As part of Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, announced by the Government, the Partial Credit 

Guarantee Scheme (PCGS) 2.0   was launched to provide Portfolio Guarantee for purchase of Bonds 

or Commercial Papers (CPs) with a rating of AA and below issued by NBFCs/HFCs/ MFIs by Public 

Sector Banks (PSBs). 

About Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme (PCGS) 

 Under the scheme, any PSB can purchase securities (minimum rating of ‗AA‘) of financially-sound 

non-banking finance companies. 

 The objective is to address temporary asset-liability mismatches of otherwise solvent 

NBFCs/Housing finance companies (HFCs) without having to resort to distress sale of their assets to 

meet their commitments. 

 The government will provide a one-time, six months‘ partial credit guarantee to public sector banks 

for first loss of up to 10%. 

 Also, these NBFCs/HFCs are mandated that the CRAR (capital to risk-weighted assets ratio) shall 

not go below the regulatory minimum while exercising of the option to buy back the assets. 

What is CRAR? 

 CRAR also known as Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) is the ratio of a bank‘s capital to its risk. 

 CRAR is decided by central banks and bank regulators to prevent commercial banks from taking 

excess leverage and becoming insolvent in the process. 

 The Basel III norms stipulated a capital to risk-weighted assets of 8%. 

 In India, scheduled commercial banks are required to maintain a CAR of 9% while Indian public 

sector banks are emphasized to maintain a CAR of 12% as per RBI norms. 

 It is arrived at by dividing the capital of the bank with aggregated risk-weighted assets for credit risk, 

market risk, and operational risk. 

 RBI tracks CRAR of a bank to ensure that the bank can absorb a reasonable amount of loss and 

complies with statutory Capital requirements. 

 The higher the CRAR of a bank the better capitalized it is. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-7 

Economic crisis without culprit 

Contradictions in the present crisis 

 India registered negative economic growth in 1972-73, 1965-66 and 1957-58. 

 All these were drought years. 

 1957-58 also registered a significant balance of payments (BOP) deterioration and 1979-80 

witnessing the second global oil shock following the Iranian Revolution. 

 Farmers harvested a bumper rabi crop last year and public cereal stocks at 94.42 million tonnes as on 

July 1 were also 2.3 times the required level. 

 There‘s no shortage today of food, forex or even savings. 

 Foreign exchange reserves were at an all-time high of $538.19 billion. 

 So, the real GDP decline of 5-10 per cent for 2020-21 would be the country‘s first-ever not 

triggered by an agricultural or a BOP crisis. 

“Western style” demand slowdown in India 

 What India has been going through is a full-fledged recession bereft of consumption and investment 

demand. 

 Households have cut spending. 

 The same goes with businesses. Many have shut or are operating at a fraction of their capacity and 

pre-lockdown staff strength. 

 This demand-side uncertainty and the resulting economic contraction is something new to India. 

 Banks are also facing a problem of plenty. 

 While their deposits are up 11.1 per cent, the corresponding credit growth has been just 5.5 per cent. 

 At some point when all this reduced spending and investments leads to a further contraction of 

incomes, it is bound to reduce savings as well. 

Why the government is not spending 

 Solution in such a situation is the spending by the government. 

 There are two reasons two probable reasons, though, why government isn‘t doing that. 

 1) Hope that once the worst of the pandemic is behind us, people will start spending and businesses, 

too, will spring back to life. 

 However, this assumes the economy wasn‘t doing all that badly previously and that the lockdown 

hasn’t caused too much of permanent damage. 
 The truth is that growth had already slid to 3.9 per cent in 2019-20. 

 2) The second reason is the state of government finances. 

 In 2007-08 global financial crisis, the Centre‘s fiscal deficit was only 2.5 per cent of GDP, whereas it 

stood at 4.6 per cent in 2019-20. 

  The space for a fiscal stimulus, in other words, is very limited compared to that time. 



 
 
 
 

 

Sustainability of debt 

  Between 2007-08 and 2019-20, the Centre‘s outstanding debt-GDP ratio has come down from 56.9 

to 49.25 per cent. 
 So has general government debt, which includes the liabilities of states, from 74.6 to 69.8 per cent. 

 Economists such as Olivier Blanchard have shown that public debts are sustainable provided 

governments can borrow at rates below nominal GDP growth (i.e. GDP unadjusted for inflation). 

 The nominal GDP averaged 11.1 per cent during  2014-15 to 2018-19. 

 As against this, the weighted average interest rate on Central government securities ruled between 

6.97 per cent in 2016-17 and 8.51 per cent in 2014-15. 

 Only with nominal GDP growth falling to 7.2 per cent in 2019-20, and most likely zero this fiscal, 

has the Blanchard debt sustainability formula come under threat. 

Way forward 

 Government can take lessons from the Vajpayee period when the weighted average cost of Central 

borrowings more than halved from 12.01 per cent in 1997-98 to 5.71 per cent in 2003-04. 

 In the last four months, yields on 10-year Indian government bonds have softened from 6.5 to 5.9 per 

cent and even more for states — from 7.9 to 6.4 per cent. 

  Interest rates will fall further as banks have nobody to lend to. 

Conclusion 

Governments should borrow and spend. They need worry only about GDP growth, real and nominal. 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 
A dicey dollar could yet revive Keynes‟s Bancor currency plan 

Context 

 The dollar fell in July to a two-year low against the euro. 

 When the covid-19 pandemic went global in March, the dollar strengthened on the back of safe-

haven flows into US Treasury bonds. 

What the depreciation of dollar indicate? 

 The dollar‟s subsequent depreciation reflects the changing prospects of the US and European 

economies. 
 Some observers point instead to the agreement by European leaders to issue €750 billion ($884 

billion) of European Union (EU) bonds. 

 With the spread of covid-19 investors expect the Fed to keep interest rates low for longer. 

 In the eurozone, the virus is under better control, and data from purchasing managers‟ surveys are 

surprising on the upside. 

 This improving outlook doesn‟t mean that the European Central Bank (ECB) will start raising its 

policy rate in the near future. 

 Interest rates determine the exchange rates as per the “interest parity” theory. 

Factors responsible for holding currency 

1) Normally, investors hold a currency when the issuer‟s policies are sound and stable. 

2) Banks and firms hold a currency when it is useful for invoicing and settling trade with the issuing 

country. But President Donald Trump‟s administration has done more than any in living memory to 

disrupt US trade. 

3) Governments, for their part, hold and use the currencies of their alliance partners. 

Resilience of dollar 

 The most striking takeaway from recent experience is the dollar‟s resilience. 

  US policy has been risky and erratic. 

  But President Donald Trump‟s administration has done more than any in living memory to disrupt 

US trade. 

 Under Trump, the US today is no longer the reliable alliance partner it once was. 

 Despite all this, countries continue to hold the dollar. 

 The currency‟s international role has not diminished significantly. 

 It has declined only along select dimensions—its share in central banks‟ foreign-exchange reserves, 

for example—and even there, only marginally. 



 
 
 
 

 

No alternative 

 The euro is not an alternative to the dollar. 

 The stock of safe euro assets remains segmented along national lines. 

 Nor is the renminbi a viable alternative. 

 Given heightened tensions with China, no Western government will encourage its residents to depend 

on the People‟s Bank of China for liquidity. 

Conclusion 

The only solution to this conundrum is more resources for the International Monetary Fund, so that it 

can supply countries in a crisis with the dollars that a future Fed fails to provide. This, of course, is 

the solution that John Maynard Keynes offered in 1944, albeit by another name-Bancor. 
 

 

 

TOPIC-2 
Right to possession to women and issues 

What was said in the judgement 

 The judgement highlighted the patriarchal practices of the Mitakshra School of Hindu law — the 

guiding force of the Hindu Succession Act, 1956. 

 It settled the confusion created by two of its own antagonistic judgments. 

 In Prakash vs Phulawati (2016), it had ruled that the amendments to the Hindu Succession Act 

(2005) applied only to women whose parents were alive on September 9, 2005, the date of the 

notification of the act. 

 In Danamma @ Suman Surpur vs Amar (2018) cases, it inferred that coparcenary rights were 

birthrights. 
 The Supreme Court has now set forth the idea that coparcenary rights are birthrights free from 

limitations imposed by the dates of any legal notifications. 

Issues that need to be addressed 

1) Stree dhan issue 

 Section 14 (1) of the Hindu Succession Act 1956 provides that women can acquire property as a full 

owner, and it can be carried over or retained post marriage as stree dhan. 



 
 
 
 

 

 There are cases where the movable property may have been given to a daughter by her father as an 

intentionally undeclared and informal settlement between his descendants. 

 At the same time, it is quite true that stree dhan over time gave way to the unethical and illegal 

practices of dowry. 

 But the issue of stree dhan needs to be explained further in the light of this judgment. 

 The ruling might impact dowry transactions that continue despite stringent anti-dowry laws. 

2) Issues in claiming the right to property 

 In the rural context, where most of the property is in the form of agricultural land claiming the 

property may not be easy. 

 With patriarchy, it is doubtful if male heirs will share property-related documents, information. 

3) Challenge of societal change 

 On occasion, the law and courts may turn out to be progressive. 

 However, we can not expect society to readily accede to progressive reforms. 

 The challenge for economically dependent women in far-flung rural areas who are denied literacy, 

dignity and, sometimes, even a name and identity, in securing their rights is immense. 

 In parts of Bihar, there are areas where women are still addressed by their village names or more 

commonly as someone‟s wife. 

Conclusion 

Women are asserting their rights, both in conjugal and property matters. However, there are significant 

cultural, religious, educational barriers and caste and class inequalities that require a massive 

overhauling of social attitudes to overcome. 

Back2Basics: Mitakshra School of Hindu law 

 In the Mitakshara School, the allocation of parental property is based on the rule of possession by 

birth. 

 Moreover, a man can leave his property in his will. 

 The joint family property goes to the group known as coparceners. 

 Ther are the people who belong to the next three generations. 

 Hence, the joint family property by partition can be, at any time, converted into a separate property. 

 Therefore in Mitakshara School, sons have an exclusive right by birth in the joint family 

property. 

Coparcener 

 Coparcenary is a term often used in matters related to the Hindu succession law, and coparcener is a 

term used for a person assumes a legal right in his ancestral property by birth. 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-3 
Issues with the graded autonomy 

Background 

 NEP 2020 provided for phasing out of the system of affiliated colleges and the grant of greater 

autonomy in academic, administrative and financial matters to premium colleges. 

Concerns with the autonomy 

 The move has raised concerns about the politico-bureaucratic interference in the internal 

functioning of universities. 

 It has also raised concerns about the substantial burden on universities which have to regulate 

admissions, set curricula and conduct examinations for a large number of undergraduate colleges. 

 Concerns have long existed about over-centralisation, due to constraints imposed on the potential 

for premium affiliated colleges to innovate and evolve. 

 These apprehensions about the autonomy came to be used by successive governments to build a case 

for the model of graded autonomy. 

The push towards graded autonomy 

 Successive governments have pushed through measures that have largely allowed for greater 

penetration of private capital in higher education. 

 Recommendations of recent education commissions have promoted the unequal structure of 

funding for higher education. 

 Under this, hierarchy in higher education was created: Central government-funded universities, 

provincial Central government-funded universities, regional universities and colleges funded by State 

governments, etc. 

 The National Knowledge Commission (2005) stated that good undergraduate colleges are 

constrained by their affiliated status… the problem is particularly acute for undergraduate colleges 

which are subjected to the „convoy problem‟ as they are forced to move at the speed of the slowest. 

 In turn, the dominant policy discourse vocally propagates “graded autonomy” for better 

performing Higher Educational Institutions. 

 Under which academic excellence can be supported through a grant of special funds and allowing 

greater power to such institutions. 

 This basis has been gradually enforced with the UGC in 2018 granting public-funded universities the 

right to apply for autonomy based on whether they are ranked among top 500 of reputed world 

rankings or have National Assessment and Accreditation (NAAC) scores above 3.26. 

NEP 2020: Centralisation and autonomy 

 NEP 2020  is a combination of enhanced centralising features and specific features of autonomy. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Deeper centralisation is indicative in the constitution of the government nominated umbrella 

institution, Higher Education Council of India (HECI); Board of Governors, the National Education 

Commission etc. 

Concerns 

 The model of graded autonomy will encourage hierarchy that exists between different colleges 

within a public-funded university, and between different universities across the country. 

 While the best colleges gain the autonomy to bring in their own rules and regulations, affiliated 

colleges with lower rankings and less than 3,000 students face the threat of mergers and even closure. 

 A shrinking of the number of public-funded colleges will only further push out marginalised 

sections. 
 Autonomy could lead to more inaccessibility as the independent rules and regulations of autonomous 

colleges and universities shall curtail transparent admission procedures. 

 Graded autonomy can be expected to trigger a massive spurt in expensive self-financed courses as 

premium colleges, which will lead to exclusion. 

Conclusion 

More than deliverance, autonomy represents the via media for greater privatisation and enhanced 

hierarchization in higher education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 
 

Domicile-based job quota in MP 
 

The Madhya Pradesh government‟s recent decision to reserve all government jobs for “children of the 

state” raises constitutional questions relating to the fundamental right to equality. 

Constitutional provision for Equal Treatment 

 Article 16 of the Constitution guarantees equal treatment under the law in matters of public 

employment. It prohibits the state from discriminating on grounds of place of birth or residence. 

 Article 16(2) states that “no citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, descent, place 

of birth, residence or any of them, be ineligible for, or discriminated against in respect of, any 

employment or office under the State”. 

 The provision is supplemented by the other clauses in the Constitution that guarantee equality. 

 However, Article 16(3) of the Constitution provides an exception by saying that Parliament may 

make a law “prescribing” a requirement of residence for jobs in a particular state. 

 This power vests solely in the Parliament, not state legislatures. 

Why does the Constitution prohibit reservation based on domicile? 

 When the Constitution came into force, India turned itself into one nation from a geographical unit of 

individual principalities and the idea of the universality of Indian citizenship took root. 

 India has single citizenship, and it gives citizens the liberty to move around freely in any part of the 

country. 

 Hence the requirement of a place of birth or residence cannot be qualifications for granting public 

employment in any state. 

But are reservations not granted on other grounds such as caste? 

 Equality enshrined in the Constitution is not mathematical equality and does not mean all citizens 

will be treated alike without any distinction. 

 To this effect, the Constitution underlines two distinct aspects which together form the essence of 

equality law: 

1. Non-discrimination among equals, and 

2. Affirmative action to equalize the unequal 

Supreme Court rulings on quota for locals 

 The Supreme Court has ruled against reservation based on place of birth or residence. 



 
 
 
 

 

 In 1984, ruling in Dr Pradeep Jain v Union of India, the issue of legislation for “sons of the soil” was 

discussed. 

 The court expressed an opinion that such policies would be unconstitutional but did not expressly 

rule on it as the case was on different aspects of the right to equality. 

 In a subsequent ruling in Sunanda Reddy v State of Andhra Pradesh (1995), the Supreme Court 

affirmed the observation in 1984 ruling to strike down a state government policy that gave 5% extra 

weightage to candidates. 

 In 2002, the Supreme Court invalidated appointment of government teachers in Rajasthan in which 

the state selection board gave preference to “applicants belonging to the district or the rural areas of 

the district concerned”. 

 In 2019, the Allahabad HC struck down a recruitment notification by the UP PSC which prescribed 

preference for women who are “original residents” of the UP alone. 

What about securing jobs for locals in the private sector? 

 Such a law will be difficult to implement even if allowed. 

 Private employers do not go on an annual recruitment drive to fill vacancies identified in advance but 

hire as and when required. 

 The state can recommend a preference to locals but ensuring that it is followed would be difficult. 

 In 2017, Karnataka mulled similar legislation but it was dropped after the state‟s Advocate General 

raised questions on its legality. 

 In 2019, the state government once again issued a notification asking private employers to “prefer” 

Kannadigas for blue-collar jobs. 

How do some states then have laws that reserve jobs for locals? 

 Exercising the powers it has under Article 16(3), Parliament enacted the Public Employment 

(Requirement as to Residence) Act. 

 The act aimed at abolishing all existing residence requirements in the states and enacting exceptions 

only in the case of the special instances of Andhra Pradesh, Manipur, Tripura and Himachal Pradesh. 

 Constitutionally, some states also have special protections under Article 371. AP under Section 

371(d) has powers to have “direct recruitment of local cadre” in specified areas. 

 Some states have gone around the mandate of Article 16(2) by using language. States that conduct 

official business in their regional languages prescribe knowledge of the language as a criterion. 

 This ensures that local citizens are preferred for jobs. For example, states including Maharashtra, 

West Bengal and Tamil Nadu require a language test. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-5 
Setting up of National Recruitment Agency 

 

The Union Cabinet has approved the creation of a National Recruitment Agency (NRA) for conducting a 

Common Eligibility Test (CET) for various government jobs. 

National Recruitment Agency 

 NRA will be a Society registered under the Societies Registration Act, headed by a Chairman of the 

rank of the Secretary to the Government of India. 

 It will have representatives of the Ministry of Railways, Ministry of Finance/Department of Financial 

Services, the SSC, RRB and IBPS. 

 It is envisioned that the NRA would be a specialist body bringing the state-of-the-art technology and 

best practices to the field of Central Government recruitment. 

 The NRA will conduct the Common Eligibility Test (CET) for recruitment to non-gazetted posts in 

government and public sector banks. 



 
 
 
 

 

 This test aims to replace multiple examinations conducted by different recruiting agencies for 

selection to government jobs advertised each year, with a single online test. 

Salient features of NRA 

 The Common Eligibility Test will be held twice a year. 

 There will be different CETs for graduate level, 12th Pass level and 10th pass level to facilitate 

recruitment to vacancies at various levels. 

 The CET will be conducted in 12 major Indian languages. This is a major change, as hitherto 

examinations for recruitment to Central Government jobs were held only in English and Hindi. 

 To begin with, CET will cover recruitments made by three agencies: viz. Staff Selection 

Commission, Railway Recruitment Board and the Institute of Banking Personnel Selection.  This will 

be expanded in a phased manner. 

 CET will be held in 1,000 centres across India to bid remove the currently prevalent urban bias. 

There will be an examination centre in every district of the country.  There will be a special thrust on 

creating examination infrastructure in the 117 aspirational districts. 

 CET will be a first level test to shortlist candidates and the score will be valid for three years. 

 There shall be no restriction on the number of attempts to be taken by a candidate to appear in the 

CET subject to the upper age limit. 

 Age relaxation for SC/ST and OBC candidates as per existing rules will apply. 

Advantages for students 

 Removes the hassle of appearing in multiple examinations. 

 Single examination fee would reduce the financial burden that multiple exams imposed. 

 Since exams will be held in every district, it would substantially save travel and lodging cost for the 

candidates. Examination in their own district would encourage more and more women candidates 

also to apply for government jobs. 

 Applicants are required to register on a single Registration portal. 

 No need to worry about clashing of examination dates. 

Advantages for Institutions 

 Removes the hassle of conducting preliminary / screening test of candidates. 

 Drastically reduces the recruitment cycle. 

 Brings standardization in the examination pattern. 

 Reduces costs for different recruiting agencies. Rs 600 crore savings expected. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-6 
Micro-plastic Pollution in Atlantic Ocean 
 

The Atlantic Ocean contains 12-21 million tonnes of microplastics — about 10 times higher than 

previously determined — according to new research published in Nature Communications. 

Highlights of the report 

 In the study, scientists studied pollution of the Atlantic Ocean caused by three types of plastics: 

polyethylene, polypropylene, and polystyrene, which were suspended in the top 200 metres of the 

ocean. 

 These three types of plastic are most commonly used for packaging. 

 Scientists say that pollution caused by microplastics has been “severely” underestimated in previous 

assessments. 

 They also estimate that based on plastic waste generation trends from 1950-2015 and considering that 

the Atlantic Ocean has received 0.3-0.8 per cent of the global plastic waste for 65 years. 

 To date, a key uncertainty has been the magnitude of contamination of the ocean and our findings 

demonstrate that this is much higher in terms of mass than has been estimated previously. 

What are Microplastics? 

 Microplastics are plastic debris smaller than 5mm in length, or about the size of a sesame seed. 

 While they come from a variety of sources, one of them is when larger pieces of plastic degrade into 

smaller pieces, which are difficult to detect. 

How does plastic reach the oceans? 

 There are multiple pathways for them to reach the oceans. 

 For instance, riverine and atmospheric transport from coastal and inland areas, illegal dumping 

activities and direct-at-sea littering from shipping, fishing and aquaculture activities, scientists have 

said. 

 According to the IUCN, at least 8 million tonnes of plastic end up in the oceans every year and 

makes up about 80 per cent of all marine debris from surface waters to deep-sea sediments. 

Why is plastic pollution especially harmful? 

 Plastic can take hundreds to thousands of years to decompose depending on the type of plastic and 

where it has been dumped. 

 Some marine species such as zooplanktons show preferential ingestion of smaller particles, making 

them easier to enter the food chain and their conversion to fast-sinking faecal pellets. 

 Over the past few years, various news reports have shown that marine animals such as whales, 

seabirds and turtles unknowingly ingest plastic and often suffocate to death. 



 
 
 
 

 

 While all sorts of marine species are prone to get impacted by plastic pollution, typically, bigger 

marine species tend to get more attention because of the amounts of debris they can hold up. 

Impact on humans 

 For humans, too, marine plastic pollution is harmful if it reaches the food chain. For instance, 

microplastics have been found in tap water, beer and even salt. 

 One of the first studies to estimate plastic pollution in human ingestion that was published in June 

2019 said that an average person eats at least 50,000 particles of microplastic each year. 

 Consumption of plastic by humans is harmful since several chemicals that are used to produce 

plastics can be carcinogenic. 

 Even so, since microplastics are an emerging field of study, its exact risks on the environment and 

human health are not clearly known. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-7 
Job Losses during Lockdown 

 

The data by the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) briefs us about the job 

losses due to lockdown restrictions imposed because of the COVID pandemic. 

We can utilize this data as examples for answer writing. 

CMIE data on job losses 

 Salaried jobs: They suffered the biggest hit during the lockdown, with a total loss estimated to be at 

18.9 million during April-July. 

 Informal and non-salaried jobs: They have shown improvement during the same period increasing 

to 325.6 million in July from 317.6 million last year, an increase of 2.5 per cent. 

 Small traders, hawkers and daily wage labourers: They were the worst hit by the lockdown in 

April, comprising 91.2 million of the jobs lost from the total loss of 121.5 million in that month. 

 Farm employment: A sharp rise was seen in June to 130 million, with good rains and the 

consequent sowing absorbing a lot of the labour that was lost in non-farm sectors. 

About CMIE 

 CMIE, or Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy, is a leading business information company. 

 It was established in 1976, primarily as an independent think tank. 

 CMIE produces economic and business databases and develops specialised analytical tools to deliver 

these to its customers for decision making and for research. 

 It analyses the data to decipher trends in the economy. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

TOPIC-8 
Digital Quality of Life Index, 2020 
 

India ranks among the lowest in the world in terms of Internet quality, according to the Digital Quality of 

Life Report. 

Digital Quality of Life Index 

 It is global research released by online privacy solutions provider SurfShark. 

 It releases a report on the quality of digital wellbeing in 85 countries (81% of the global population), 

in terms of e-infrastructure. 

India’s ranking: Hits and Misses 

 

 India occupies 79th place, ranking below countries including Guatemala and Sri Lanka. 

 India makes it into the top 10 in terms of Internet affordability. With a ranking of nine, it outperforms 

countries such as the U.K., the U.S. and China. 

 Additionally, when it comes to e-government, India occupies the 15th place globally, just below 

countries like New Zealand and Italy. 

 However, at position 78, India‟s Internet quality is one of the lowest across 85 countries analysed in 

the research. 

Global rankings 

 The report found that seven of the 10 countries with the highest digital quality of life are in Europe, 

with Denmark leading among 85 countries. 

 Canada stands out as a country with the highest digital quality of life in the Americas, while Japan 

takes the leading position in Asia. 

 Among the countries in Africa, people in South Africa enjoy the highest quality of digital lives 

whereas New Zealand leads in Oceania, outperforming Australia in various digital areas. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

TOPIC-9 
Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements 

(ARIIA) 2020 
 

The Vice-President has released the Atal ranking „ARIIA 2020‟. 

Highlights of the ARIIA 2020 

 The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras has topped the ARIIA 2020 under the „Best 

Centrally Funded Institution‟ category. 

 Last year too, the institute emerged as the top innovative institution in the country. 

 IIT Bombay and Delhi have secured the second and third spots, respectively. 

About ARIIA 

 ARIIA is an initiative of erstwhile Ministry of HRD, implemented by AICTE and Ministry‟s 

Innovation Cell. 

 It systematically ranks all major higher educational institutions and universities in India on indicators 

related to “Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development” amongst students and faculties. 

 ARIIA 2020 will have six categories which also includes special category for women only higher 

educational institutions to encourage women and bringing gender parity in the areas of innovation 

and entrepreneurship. 

 The other five categories are 1) Centrally Funded Institutions 2) State-funded universities 3) State-

funded autonomous institutions 4) Private/Deemed Universities and 5) Private Institutions. 

Major Indicators for consideration 

 Budget & Funding Support. 

 Infrastructure & Facilities. 

 Awareness, Promotions & support for Idea Generation & Innovation. 

 Promotion & Support for Entrepreneurship Development. 

 Innovative Learning Methods & Courses. 

 Intellectual Property Generation, Technology Transfer & Commercialization. 

 Innovation in Governance of the Institution. 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

National Recruitment Agency (NRA) 

Why in NEWS? 

• Union Cabinet gives a go ahead to setting up of National Recruitment Agency, to benefit job seeking 

youth of the country. 

  

About 

• The cabinet has approved the setting up of the National Recruitment Agency (NRA) to conduct 

Common Eligibility Test, it as a historic decision which will benefit job seeking youth of the country. 

• It fulfills the long-standing demand of the youth of the country. 

National Recruitment Agency (NRA) 

• It will conduct a Common Eligibility Test to screen and shortlist candidates for the Group B and C (non-

technical) posts. 

• NRA will have representatives from the Ministry of Railways, Ministry of Finance, SSC, RRB and IBPS. 

• Special focus on creating examination infrastructure in the 117 Aspirational Districts would go a long 

way in affording access to candidates at a place nearer to where they reside. 

• The CET score of the candidate shall be valid for a period of three years from the date of declaration of 

the result. The best of the valid scores shall be considered to be the current score of the candidate. 



 
 
 
 

 

• There shall be no restriction on the number of attempts to be taken by a candidate to appear in the 

CET subject to the upper age limit. 

• Relaxation in the upper age limit shall be given to candidates of SC / ST / OBC and other categories as 

per the extant policy of the Government. 

• Candidates would have the facility of registering on a common portal and give a choice of centers. 

• Government has sanctioned a sum of 1517.57 crore rupees for the National Recruitment Agency. The 

carefully will be considered over a period of three years. 

• Agency will ensure transparency and ease in the recruitment process, both for the candidate and the 

recruiting organization. 

• CET scores can be shared with Central and State Governments, PSUs, private sector thus reducing 

recruitment costs of these organizations. 

• Initially the NRA will conduct CET twice a year. 

• NRA will eliminate multiple tests and save precious time as well as resources, along with a big boost to 

transparency. 

 

TOPIC-2 
Three areas to work on to put India on the path to growth 

Background 

 The Prime Minister, while addressing the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) annual meeting 

urged to think big and partner with the government in putting India on the path to growth. 

 There is much that we can be achieved if government and industry work towards the same objective, 

and in a spirit of mutual trust. 

Let’s look into some areas 

1) Employment 

 Over 85 per cent of employment in India is in the informal sector. 

 The Centre for Monitoring the Indian Economy (CMIE) estimates that between mid-March and 

mid-April, 120 million people lost their jobs. 

 With this unemployment rise to an all-time high of 27 per cent. 



 
 
 
 

 

 There was reverse migration on an unprecedented scale — some 10 million people abandoned cities 

to return to their native villages. 

 As economic activity has restarted in cities, CMIE reports that unemployment is now down to around 

9 per cent. 

3 Problems we must address 

1) Need for labour regulation 

 We have stringent labour laws to protect workers, but this covers only the 15 per cent formal 

sector employment. 

 The 85 per cent of our workforce who are informally employed have almost no protection, and 

employers have almost complete flexibility. 

 We need to address both the formal and informal labour spectrum to get the balance right between 

flexibility and protection for all labour. 

Way forward 

 Everyone must have a minimum level of protection, and every employer a minimum level of 

flexibility. 

 This calls for a new social contract to define a well-calibrated social security system. 

 This huge project demands good faith and strong leadership by industry, labour and government. 

2) Living conditions of our cities 

 We need a massive private home-building programme. 

 It probably needs much more liberal land-use regulations — our cities have among the least 

generous floor-space indices (FSI) in the world. 

 New York, Hong Kong, and Tokyo have an FSI five times Mumbai‘s. 

 Again, this is a multi-year project, and it involves state and city governments partnering with private 

developers. 

 India is unique in having 70 per cent of our population still residing in rural areas. 

 We must encourage the migration of people to higher productivity occupations in our cities. 

 And we must ensure that clean, affordable and accessible housing is available for all in our cities. 

3) Strength of our rural economy 

 Reverse migration is also an opportunity to collaborate in spreading the geography of development. 

 We need a three-pronged approach: 

 1) As Ashok Gulati has often argued, the easiest way to grow farmer incomes is by having them grow 

more value-added crops. 

 Exports of fruits and vegetables must be consistently encouraged. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The cultivation of palm plantations with potential for huge import substitution, we need corporate 

farming as the gestation period of seven years for the first crop is too much for the average farmer to 

handle. 

 The Atmanirbhar agricultural reforms, which permit contract farming, and open up agricultural 

markets, are major medium-term reforms. Implemented right, they can transform agricultural 

markets. 

 2) We need to encourage agro-processing near the source. 

 Fostering entrepreneurship in rural and semi-urban areas would combine nicely with local 

processing. 

 3) We need to invest even more massively in rural connectivity. 

 Today, we would add digital connectivity to road connectivity to level the playing field for all 

regardless of where they live. 

Conclusion 

The task is huge, and only collaboration between all levels of government (Union, state, and city) and 

our dynamic private sector can hope to make substantial progress. 

 

TOPIC-3 

China twist in Teesta Challenge 
 

Bangladesh is discussing an almost $1 billion loan from China for a comprehensive management and 

restoration project on the Teesta river. These discussions with China come at a time when India is 

particularly wary about China following the standoff in Ladakh. 

Teesta Project 

 The project is aimed at managing the river basin efficiently, controlling floods, and tackling the water 

crisis in summers. 

 India and Bangladesh have been engaged in a long-standing dispute over water-sharing in the Teesta. 

How has the Teesta dispute progressed? 

 The two countries were on the verge of signing a water-sharing pact in September 2011, when PM 

Manmohan Singh was going to visit Bangladesh. 

 But, West Bengal CM objected to it, and the deal was scuttled. 

 After the regime change in 2014, the government hoped that it could reach a ―fair solution‖ on the 

Teesta through cooperation between central and state governments. 

 Five years later, the Teesta issue remains unresolved. 

Trends in India’s relationship with Bangladesh 



 
 
 
 

 

 New Delhi has had a robust relationship with Dhaka, carefully cultivated since 2008, especially with 

the Sheikh Hasina government at the helm. 

 India has benefited from its security ties with Bangladesh, whose crackdown against anti-India outfits 

has helped the Indian government maintain peace in the eastern and Northeast states. 

 Bangladesh has benefited from its economic and development partnership. Bangladesh is India‘s 

biggest trade partner in South Asia. 

 Bilateral trade has grown steadily over the last decade: India‘s exports to Bangladesh in 2018-19 

stood at $9.21 billion, and imports from Bangladesh at $1.04 billion. 

 India also grants 15 to 20 lakh visas every year to Bangladesh nationals for medical treatment, 

tourism, work, and just entertainment. 

Recent irritants in ties 

 For India, Bangladesh has been a key partner in the neighbourhood first policy — and possibly the 

success story in bilateral ties among its neighbours. 

 However, there have been recent irritants in the relationship. 

 These include the proposed countrywide National Register of Citizens (NRC) and the Citizenship 

Amendment Act (CAA) passed in December last year. 

 Bangladesh had insisted that while the CAA and the proposed nationwide NRC were ―internal 

matters‖ of India, the CAA move were ―not necessary‖. 

Chinese affinity with Bangladesh 

 China is the biggest trading partner of Bangladesh and is the foremost source of imports. 

 In 2019, the trade between the two countries was $18 billion and the imports from China commanded 

the lion‘s share. The trade is heavily in favour of China. 

 Recently, China declared zero duty on 97% of imports from Bangladesh. The concession flowed 

from China‘s duty-free, quota-free programme for the Least Developed Countries. 

 This move has been widely welcomed in Bangladesh, with the expectation that Bangladesh exports to 

China will increase. 

 China has promised around $30 billion worth of financial assistance to Bangladesh. 

 Additionally, Bangladesh‘s strong defence ties with China make the situation complicated. China is 

the biggest arms supplier to Bangladesh and it has been a legacy issue — after its liberation. 

 Recently, Bangladesh purchased two Ming class submarines from China. 

India’s engagement post CAA 

 Over the last five months, India and Bangladesh have cooperated on pandemic-related moves. 

 Hasina supported Modi‘s call for a regional emergency fund for fighting Covid-19 and declared a 

contribution of $1.5 million in March 2020. India has also provided medical aid to Bangladesh. 

 The two countries have also cooperated in railways, with India giving 10 locomotives to Bangladesh. 

 The first trial run for trans-shipment of Indian cargo through Bangladesh to Northeast states under a 

pact on the use of Chittagong and Mongla ports took place in July. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Bangladesh gave its readiness to collaborate in the development of a Covid-19 vaccine, including its 

trial, and looks forward to early, affordable availability of the vaccine when ready. 

Among other issues 

 The two sides agreed that Implementation of projects should be done in a timely manner and that 

greater attention is required to development projects in Bangladesh under the Indian Lines of Credit. 

 Bangladesh sought the return of the Tablighi Jamaat members impacted by the lockdown in India. 

 Bangladesh requested for the urgent reopening of visa issuance from the Indian High Commission in 

Dhaka, particularly since many Bangladeshi patients need to visit India. 

 India was also requested to reopen travel through Benapole-Petrapole land port which has been 

halted by the West Bengal government in the wake of the pandemic. 

Way forward 

 While the Teesta project is important and urgent from India‘s point of view, it will be difficult to 

address it before the West Bengal elections due next year. 

 What Delhi can do is to address other issues of concern, which too are challenging. 

 Now, the test will be if India can implement all its assurances in a time-bound manner. 

 Or else, the latent anti-India sentiment in Bangladesh, which has been revived after India‘s CAA -

NRC push can permanently damage the historic ties. 

Back2Basics: Teesta Water Dispute 



 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 

Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL) Canal Project 

  

Opposing the Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL) canal project and staking claim to Yamuna's waters, Punjab 

CM warned about the repercussions. Here is a look at the decades-old issue and why it has come 

up again now. 

What is the SYL canal issue? 

• At the time of reorganization of Punjab in 1966, the issue of sharing of river waters between both the 

states emerged. 

• Punjab refused to share waters of Ravi and Beas with Haryana stating it was against the riparian 

principle. 

• Before the reorganization, in 1955, out of 15.85 MAF of Ravi and Beas, the center had allocated 8 

MAF to Rajasthan, 7.20 MAF to undivided Punjab, 0.65MAF to Jammu and Kashmir. 

• Out of 7.20 MAF allocated, Punjab did not want to share any water with Haryana. 

• In March 1976, when the Punjab Reorganization Act was implemented, the Center notified fresh 

allocations, providing 3.5 MAF to Haryana. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Inception of the canal project 

• Later, in 1981, the water flowing down Beas and Ravi was revised and pegged at 17.17 MAF, out of 

which 4.22 MAF was allocated to Punjab, 3.5 MAF to Haryana, and 8.6 MAF to Rajasthan. 

• Finally, to provide this allocated share of water to southern parts of Haryana, a canal linking the 

Sutlej with the Yamuna, cutting across the state, was planned. 

• Finally, the construction of 214-km SYL was started in April 1982, 122 km of which was to run 

through Punjab and the rest through Haryana. 

• Haryana has completed its side of the canal, but work in Punjab has been hanging fire for over three 

decades. 

Why has the SYL canal come up again now? 

• The issue is back on center stage after the Supreme Court directed the CMs of Punjab and Haryana to 

negotiate and settle the SYL canal issue. 

• The apex court asked for a meeting at the highest political level to be mediated by the center so that 

the states reach a consensus over the completion of the SYL canal. 

• The meeting remained inconclusive with the center expressing the view that the construction of the 

SYL canal should be completed. But Punjab CM refused categorically. 

Punjab's resentment with the project 

• The dispute is based on the bloody history around the SYL canal. The trouble-torn days of terrorism 

in Punjab started in the early 1980s when work on the SYL started. 

• Punjab feels it utilized its precious groundwater resources to grow the crop for the entire country and 

should not be forced to share its waters as it faces desertification. 

• It is feared that once the construction of the canal restarts, the youth may start feeling that the state 

has been discriminated against. 

• The Punjab CM fears Pakistan and secessionist organizations could exploit this and foment trouble in 

the state. 

Water crisis in Punjab 

• Punjab is facing severe water crisis due to over-exploitation of its underground aquifers for the wheat 

/ paddy monocycle. 



 
 
 
 

 

• According to the Central Underground Water Authority's report, its underground water is over-

exploited to meet the agricultural requirements in about 79 per cent area of the state. 

• Out of 138 blocks, 109 are "over-exploited", two are "critical" five are "semi-critical" and only 22 

blocks are in "safe" category. 

Punjab expects a new tribunal 

• The state wants a tribunal seeking a fresh time-bound assessment of the water availability. 

• The state has been saying that till date there has been no adjudication or scientific assessment of 

Punjab river waters. 

TOPIC-5 

FSSAI’s Eat Right Challenge Orientation Workshop 

IN NEWS 

• Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare presided over an online orientation workshop 

organized by Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) as part of its Eat Right 

Challenge. 

  

ABOUT 

• The 'Eat Right India' movement initiated by FSSAI under the aegis of Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare has been creating awareness amongst the people about safe, healthy and sustainable 

dietary habits. 



 
 
 
 

 

• To achieve this end and to convert the program into a people's movement, FSSAI recently announced 

the Eat Right Challenge, an annual competition for 197 districts and cities in a unique way to 

strengthen the food safety and regulatory environment, build awareness among the consumers and 

urge them to make better food choices. 

• 196 million are victims of chronic hunger while another 180 million suffer from obesity. 47 million 

children have stunted growth while another 25 million are wasted. 500 million are deficient in 

micro-nutrients and 100 million suffer from food-borne diseases. 

The strength of the 'The Eat Right Movement' lies in its holistic and collaborative approach, with 

stakeholders on both the demand and supply-side joining to make a difference through some 

clearly identified steps. 

• On the demand side, the Eat Right Movement focuses on empowering citizens to make the right food 

choices. 

• 196 million are victims of chronic hunger while another 180 million suffer from obesity. 47 million 

children have stunted growth while another 25 million are wasted. 500 million are deficient in 

micro-nutrients and 100 million suffer from food-borne diseases. 

The strength of the 'The Eat Right Movement' lies in its holistic and collaborative approach, 

with stakeholders on both the demand and supply-side joining to make a difference through 

some clearly identified steps. 

• On the demand side, the Eat Right Movement focuses on empowering citizens to make the right food 

choices. 

• On the supply side, it nudges food businesses to reformulate their products, provide better nutritional 

information to consumers and make investments in healthy food as responsible food businesses. 

'The Eat Right Movement' brings together three ongoing initiatives of FSSAI: 

• Safe and Nutritious Food Initiative, focused on social and behavioral change around food safety and 

nutrition at home, school, workplace and on-the-go; 

• The Eat Healthy Campaign focused on reduction of high fat, sugar and salt foods in the diet; and 

• Food Fortification, focused on promoting five staple foods-wheat flour, rice, oil, milk and salt that 

are added with key vitamins and minerals to improve their nutritional content 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

• Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is an autonomous body established under the 

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India 

• The FSSAI has been established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, which is a 

consolidating statute related to food safety and regulation in India. FSSAI is responsible for 

protecting and promoting public health through the regulation and supervision of food safety. 

• The FSSAI has its headquarters at New Delhi. The authority also has 6 regional offices located in 

Delhi, Guwahati, Mumbai, Kolkata, Cochin, and Chennai. 

TOPIC-6 

Online Pharmacy Regulation in India 
 

In the last week, India‘s online pharmacy market saw two significant merger and acquisition deals. This 

has suddenly caused activity in a sector from which large investors have shied away due to lack of proper 

regulations. 

How is the pharmacy market in India currently shaped? 

 Unlike the US, where the top three pharmaceutical distributors have a 90 per cent share in the market, 

India‘s is a fragmented market with over 8 lakh pharmacies. 

 This gives online pharmacies an opportunity to capture their space without opposing large traditional 

retailers. 

 Currently, companies in the Indian e-pharmacy space mainly operate three business models — 

marketplace, inventory-led hybrid (offline/online) and franchise-led hybrid (offline/online) — 

depending on the way the supply chain is structured. 

Rules governing the pharma sector 

 Work on regulations specifically for e-pharmacies has been in progress for several years now. 

 In the absence of clear regulations, online pharmacies currently operate as marketplaces and cater to 

patients as a platform for ordering medicines from sellers that adhere to the Drugs and Cosmetics Act 

and Rules of India. 

 Other regulations, like the Information Technology Act and the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 

Substances Act, also apply. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

What do the draft e-pharmacy regulations propose? 

 Draft rules for e-pharmacies sought to define the online sale of medicines, what an e-prescription 

means and what type of licences online firms would need to get from regulators to operate. 

 The draft had proposed to allow e-pharmacies to get a central licence to operate from the country‘s 

apex drug regulator, which could be used to allow it to operate across the country. 

 It also proposed to define e-pharmacies in a way that would allow them to distribute, sell and stock 

medicines. 

 The proposed regulations prevent them from selling habit-forming drugs like cough syrups specified 

in Schedule X of the Indian drug regulations. 

Current status 

 Regulations for online pharmacy players have been in the works since 2016 but are yet to come out. 

 The last attempt to clear these regulations saw the draft rules being pushed through two expert 

committees under the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation–India‘s apex drug regulatory 

body–in June 2019. 

Online pharma is growing in scale 

 While Covid-19 and the subsequent behavioural shift towards e-commerce may have catalyzed 

growth for online pharmacies, the sector was already poised to grow seven-fold by 2023 to $2.7 

billion. 

 This was mainly on account of the challenges faced by physical pharmacies that gave their online 

counterparts a problem to solve. 

 Experts believe that e-pharmacies will be able to solve the problems that traditional pharmacies 

couldn‘t. 

 But for this, they need to have a large-scale presence that calls for either huge investments or 

consolidation. 

Conclusion 

 The e-pharmacy sector holds immense potential to address the persisting issue of affordability and 

accessibility of medicines in India. 

 Steps should be taken to foster the e-pharmacy sector with sufficient safeguards and under regulatory 

control to protect the interest of the consumers. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-7 

Mali Coup in News 

• Military officers have taken charge in Mali after detaining President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita at 

gunpoint and forcing him to resign, in a coup 

• African Union (AU) and president of South Africa, condemned the "unconstitutional change of 

government" in Mali and suspending Mali's membership until constitutional order is restored. 

REASON FOR COUP 

• The 75-year-old Keita had been the target of weeks of mass protests demanding his resignation over 

what opponents said were his failure to restore security, address corruption and lift living standards. 

MALI 

• Republic of Mali achieved its independence from France on 22 September 1960. It is a proclaimed 

secular state. A landlocked country, Mali is located in West Africa in the southern sub-Sahara region. 

Almost 60 percent of the country is desert (north-eastern part). The capital city is Bamako. 

• The estimated population is 16-18 million; overwhelmingly Sunni Muslims (around 95%). Most of the 

high density population centers are located in the south which is blessed with two perennially flowing 

rivers Niger, the lifeline of the country, and the Senegal in the west. Mali is the 8th largest country in 

Africa and 24th in the world. 

• The lingua franca is Bambara (with around 80% speakers). The currency is Communaute Financiere 

Africaine Franc (CFA Franc or FCFA). One US $ is equivalent to roughly between FCFA 550-590. 

French is the official language. 

INDIA AND MALI 

• India and Mali have traditionally maintained friendly relations and have no geo-political conflicts. The 

Government of India established its Embassy in Bamako in May 2009. Mali followed soon by opening 

its Embassy in New Delhi in August 2009. 

• Mali has been supportive of India‘s line on various international issues. Mali supported India‘s 

candidature in the elections held in 2017 for International Court of Justice. Mali ratified the International 

Solar Alliance Framework Agreement on 2 October 2017. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

TOPIC-8 

National Strategy for Financial Education 
 

The National Strategy for Financial Education (NSFE): 2020-2025 documents has been released by the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

What is the Strategy? 

 The NSFE for the period 2020-2025, the second one after the 2013-18 NSFE, has been prepared by 

the National Centre for Financial Education (NCFE) in consultation with all the Financial Sector 

Regulators (RBI, SEBI, IRDAI and PFRDA. 

 Other stakeholders include (DFIs, SROs, IBA, and NPCI) under the aegis of the Technical Group on 

Financial Inclusion and Financial Literacy (TGFIFL) under the Chairmanship of Deputy Governor, 

RBI. 

Key recommendations 

 The strategy recommends the adoption of a multi-stakeholder approach to achieve financial well-

being of Indians. 

 The document has recommended a ‗5 C‘ approach for dissemination of financial education in the 

country. These include an emphasis on: 

1. development of relevant content in the curriculum in schools, colleges and training establishments, 

2. developing capacity among the intermediaries involved in providing financial services, 

3. leveraging on the positive effect of the community-led model for financial literacy through 

appropriate communication strategy, and 

4. enhancing collaboration among various stakeholders 

Other objectives 

 The strategic objective is also towards improving usage of digital financial services in a safe and 

secure manner; as well as bringing awareness about rights, duties and avenues for grievance 

redressal. 

 To achieve the vision of creating a financially aware and empowered India, certain strategic 

objectives have been laid down including: 

1. Inculcating financial literacy concepts among various sections of the population through financial 

education to make it an important life skill 

2. Encouraging active savings behaviour and developing credit discipline 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-9 
 

Highlights of the Swachh Survekshan 2020 
 

 
Indore was declared the cleanest city in India for the fourth consecutive time in the Swachh Survekshan, 

2020 — India‘s annual survey on cleanliness. 

Swachh Survekshan 

 It is an annual survey of cleanliness, hygiene and sanitation in cities and towns across India. 

 It ranks India‘s cities, towns and states based on sanitation, waste management and overall 

cleanliness. 

 It was launched as part of the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, which aimed to make India clean and free of 

open defecation by 2 October 2019. 

 The first survey was undertaken in 2016 and covered 73 cities; by 2019 the survey had grown to 

cover 4237 cities and was said to be the largest cleanliness survey in the world. 

Survey methodology 

 The surveys are carried out by the Quality Council of India. The criteria and weightage for different 

components of sanitation-related aspects used for the survey were: 

a) Municipal documentation (solid waste management including door-to-door collection, processing, and 

disposal, and open defecation free status. These carried 45 per cent of the total 2,000 marks. 

b) Citizen feedback – 30 per cent (450 + 150 marks) 

c) Independent observation – 25 per cent (500 marks) 

Highlights of the 2020 Rankings 



 
 
 
 

 

 Surat in Gujarat and Navi Mumbai in Maharashtra bagged the second and third spot respectively 

among the cleanest cities with more than a million populations. 

 Maharashtra‘s Karad, Saswad and Lonavala bagged the first three positions for cities having a 

population less than one lakh. 

 Among the cities with a population between one and 10 lakh, Chhattisgarh‘s Ambikapur was 

declared the cleanest, followed by Mysore in Karnataka. 

 In fact, Chhattisgarh has ranked the cleanest state in the category of states having more than 100 

Urban Local Bodies (ULB). It was followed by Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. 

 In 2019, Chhattisgarh was in the third position in the category. The survey found that Chhattisgarh is 

the first and only state where every city achieved Open Defecation Free (ODF)++ status. 

TOPIC10 

Namath Basai Programme 
 

Namath Basai, the State government‘s unique programme of teaching tribal children in their mother 

tongue, has become a runaway hit in Kerala‘s tribal districts. 

Namath Basai Programme 

 The NBP is implemented by the Samagra Shiksha Kerala (SSK). 

 It has succeeded in retaining hundreds of tribal children in their online classes by making them feel at 

home with the language of instruction. 

 The SSK has distributed some 50 laptops exclusively for Namath Basai. Pre-recorded classes are 

offered through a YouTube channel. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

Increasing age of marriage will be exercise of 

carceral power by state 

Trends in early marriage 

 The National Family Health Survey (NFHS-4) data 2015-16 points to certain trends in early 

marriages: 

 That rural women are likely to marry earlier than their urban counterparts. 

 The higher up a woman is on the wealth quintile, the later she marries. 

 Most importantly, it establishes a direct causal link between education levels and delayed age of 

marriage. 
 Women with 12 years or more of schooling are most likely to marry later. 

 Only 8 per cent rural girls who drop out in the age group 6 to 17 years cite marriage as the reason. 

Impact on STs and SCs 

 According to the wealth quintile data, the poorest households are concentrated in rural India. 

 The lowest quintile, which is most likely to marry off their girls early out of socio-economic 

necessities, have 45 per cent of the Scheduled Tribe (ST) and 25.9 per cent Scheduled castes. 

 The NFHS-4 data on women aged 15-49 by number of years of schooling completed shows that 42 

per cent ST women and 33 per cent SC women have received no schooling. 

Issues 

 Marriages in India are governed by various personal laws which set varying minimum ages for girls 

as also the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA), 2006, where it is 18 years for girls and 21 for 

boys. 

 This is compounded by The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, that 

increased the age of consent, from 16 years to 18 years. 

 Several studies have shown how this has criminalised self-arranged adolescent marriages as parents 

often misuse it to punish couples marrying without their approval, especially in cases of inter-caste 

marriages. 

Way forward 

 The National Human Rights Commission showed how higher education levels lead to a lower 

likelihood of women being married early and recommended that the Right to Education Act, 2009, 

be amended to make it applicable up to the age of 18 years. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Noting the law’s patriarchal underpinnings, the 18th Law Commission report (2008) asked for 

uniformity in the age of marriage at 18 years for both men and women and lowering the age of 

consent to 16 years. Government could act on such a recommendation. 

Conclusion 

The median age at first marriage for both men and women in India has registered a significant decadal 

improvement with more people now marrying later than ever before. Any attempt to leapfrog 

through quick-fix and ill-conceived punitive measures will only considerably reverse these gains. 

 

TOPIC-2 

Elusive Naga peace process 

Naga Polity and aspirations 

 The  Nagas family comprises over 25 tribes. 

 Each of these is a proud owner and inheritor of a distinct culture, language, 

tradition and geography, supporting a distinct world view. 

 However, many Nagas aspire to Naga unity, and they view those tribal loyalties as residues of a 

premodern past and an obstacle to Naga solidarity. 

 Naga nationalism is connected with the idea Naga homeland  that includes contiguous areas in a 

number of Northeastern states, and even parts of Myanmar. 

“Unique history” formulation 

 The source of the phrase can be traced back to a joint communiqué that NSCN-IM General Secretary 

Thuingaleng Muivah and former Home Secretary K Padmanabhaiah signed in Amsterdam on July 

11, 2002. 

 Meaning of the phrase “unique history” is not self-explanatory. 

 Despite the lack of clarity, it is adopted by officials and political leaders intended to accept two 

things- 

 (a) the characterisations long favoured by security bureaucrats of the Naga political struggle as a 

separatist insurgency or a terrorist movement that makes false claims to Naga unity, are 

inaccurate and 

 (b) rejecting those labels [ such as separatist insurgency or terrorist movement] is a necessary 

condition for negotiations based on mutual respect. 

 Those are significant achievements that should not be allowed to wither away. 

Negotiating with NSCN-IM and issues with it 

 NSCN-IM had declared the Shillong Accord of 1975 a sellout, and a betrayal of the Naga cause. 

 But it emerged as a serious political force precisely because it stood for Naga unity. 



 
 
 
 

 

 However, it is argued that NSCN-IM’s appeal is limited to the Tangkhul tribes of Manipur only. 

Conclusion 

That a more nuanced negotiating strategy is now emerging is a positive development. But the 

fundamental question about who all the stakeholders in the Naga conflict are, still needs a 

satisfactory answer, one that is based on an in-depth mapping of the conflict. Only then can we 

expect peaceful dialogue and patient negotiations to end the conflict and bring about a durable 

peace. 

 

TOPIC-3  

Pakistan-Saudi Rift 
Take a look after how the ties emerged and deteriorated: 

Saudi-Pakistan ties: A Recap 

 The relationship between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan was most prominent during the 1971 war 

between India and Pakistan. 

 Saudi Arabia is also reported to have transferred arms and equipment including the loan of some 75 

aircraft to Pakistan. 

 After the war, Saudi Arabia consistently supported the call for the return of Pakistan’s prisoners of 

war and for dropping the Dacca (Dhaka) Trial against 195 of them. 

 After the war, Saudi Arabia gave loans to Pakistan enabling it to buy arms worth about $1 million by 

1977, including F-16s and Harpoon missiles from the US. 

 Saudi oil and dollars have kept Pakistan’s economy on its feet after sanctions following the nuclear 

tests. 

 Over the last two decades, Saudi Arabia has provided oil on deferred payments to Pakistan whenever 

it ran into economic difficulty. 

 Saudi funding of madrasas has also led to their mushrooming, later giving rise to religious 

extremism. 

 In 1990, Pakistan sent its ground forces to defend Saudi Arabia against Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

Alignment over Kashmir 

 The alignment over Kashmir at the Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) crystallized since 1990 

when the insurgency in J&K began. 

 While the OIC has issued statements over the last three decades, it became a ritual of little 

significance to India. 

 Last year, after India revoked Article 370 in Kashmir, Pakistan lobbied with the OIC for its 

condemnation of India’s move. 

 To Pakistan’s surprise, Saudi Arabia and the UAE issued statements that were nuanced rather than 

harshly critical of New Delhi. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Over the last year, Pakistan has tried to rouse the sentiments among the Islamic countries, but only a 

handful of them — Turkey and Malaysia — publicly criticised India. 

The Saudi perspective 

 Saudi Arabia’s change in position has been a gradual process under Crown Prince MBS. 

 As it seeks to diversify from its heavily oil-dependent economy, it sees India as a valuable partner in 

the region. 

 New Delhi, for its part, has wooed the Arab world over the last six years. 

 From Saudi Arabia to the UAE, it worked the diplomatic levers through high-level visits and dangled 

opportunities for investment and business 

 MBS, who is looking to invest in India, has taken a realistic view, along with UAE’s crown prince 

Mohammed bin Zayed. 

Energy connection to India 

 Saudi Arabia is India’s fourth-largest trade partner (after China, US and Japan) and a major source of 

energy: India imports around 18% of its crude oil requirement from the Kingdom. 

 Saudi Arabia is also a major source of LPG for India. 

 And, with India stopping oil imports from Iran due to the threat of US sanctions, Saudi Arabia is key 

in this respect as well. 

Saudi-Pakistan tension 

The tension between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan has been brewing for some time. 

 In 2015, Pakistan’s Parliament decided not to support the Saudi military effort to restore an 

internationally recognised government in Yemen. 

 Later, Pakistan’s then army chief General Raheel Sharif led the Saudi-led Islamic Military Alliance 

to Fight Terrorism, comprising 41 Muslim countries. 

 In February 2019, after the Pulwama terror attack, it was Saudi Arabia and the UAE that pulled their 

weight to get Wing Commander Abhinandan released, apart from the US. 

 The Saudi Crown Prince visited Pakistan and India at that time and made it clear that he valued 

economic opportunities. He did not wade into the Kashmir issue in India or the terrorism issue in 

Pakistan. 

Frustration over Kashmir 

A year after Article 370 was revoked, Qureshi belled the cat. 

 Pak accuses that Saudi Arabia has failed to deliver on the Kashmir and OIC had not played a 

leadership role in backing Pakistan against India. 

 This angered Saudi Arabia, which in November 2018 had announced a $6.2 billion loan package for 

Pakistan. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The package included $3 billion in loans and an oil credit facility amounting to $3.2 billion. 

 Riyadh demanded the return of the $3 billion loans and refused to sell oil to Islamabad on deferred 

payment. Pakistan immediately returned $1 billion, displaying the rift. 

 But, in the current economic situation, Pakistan is unable to pay the next tranche. 

 What has also angered Saudi Arabia is that Pakistan has been trying to pander to Turkey and 

Malaysia. 

The China factor 

 Pakistan and China have called themselves “all-weather allies” and “iron brothers” (during FMs 

meet). 

 Over the last year, Beijing has supported Pakistan on Kashmir, raising the issue at the UN Security 

Council thrice. 

 China has also emerged as Pakistan’s biggest benefactor through its funding of the CPEC. 

 Saudi Arabia too has invested in CPEC projects, to the tune of $10 billion, but Pakistan now looks 

towards Beijing for both diplomatic and economic support. 

Implications for India 

 Saudi’s silence on J&K as well as CAA-NRC has emboldened the Indian government. 

 At a time when India and China are locked in a border standoff, India has to be wary of Pakistan and 

China teaming up. 

 But with Saudi Arabia in its corner, for now, it may have leverage over Pakistan — Riyadh would 

not want a conflict and regional instability. 

 What is key to India’s calculus is that the Pakistan-China and the Pakistan-Saudi axes are not fused 

together at the moment: It is not a Saudi-Pakistan-China triangle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 

Mulgaonkar principles in Contempt Cases 

The Mulgaonkar principles 

 S Mulgaonkar v Unknown (1978) is a case that led to a landmark ruling on the subject of contempt. 

 By a 2:1 majority, the court held Mulgaonkar not guilty of contempt although the same Bench had 

initiated the proceedings. 

 Justices P Kailasam and Krishna Iyer formed the majority going against then CJI M H Beg. 

 Justice Iyer’s counsel of caution in exercising the contempt jurisdiction came to be called the 

Mulgaonkar principles. 

What was the case about? 

 An article by A G Noorani in the newspaper about certain judicial decisions during the Emergency 

period, especially the Habeas Corpus case, had displeased then CJI Beg. 

 The Habeas Corpus case, often referred to as the “Supreme Court’s darkest hour” upheld the 

detention law, citing that even the right to life can be suspended during an emergency. 

 Justices A N Ray, Beg, Y V Chandrachud and P N Bhagwati formed the majority while Justice H 

R Khanna was the sole dissenter. 

What did the ruling say? 

 The first rule in the branch of power is a “wise economy of use by the Court of this branch of its 

jurisdiction”. 

 The Court will act with seriousness and severity where justice is jeopardized by a gross and/or 

unfounded attack on the judges, where the attack is calculated to obstruct or destroy the judicial 

process. 

 The court is willing to ignore, by a majestic liberalism, trifling and venial offenses-the dogs may 

bark, the caravan will pass. 

 The court will not be prompted to act as a result of an easy irritability. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-5 

Gorumara National Park 
A bison (Indian Gaur) was allegedly poached in Gorumara National Park. 

Gorumara NP 

 It is located in the Eastern Himalayas’ submontane Terai belt. 

 This region has rolling forests and riverine grasslands, and is known as the Dooars in West Bengal. 

 The park is located on the flood plains of the Murti River and Raidak River. The major river of the 

park is the Jaldhaka river, a tributary of the Brahmaputra river system. 

 In this regard, Gorumara is a significant watershed area between the Ganges and Brahmaputra river 

systems. 

 The park is rich in large herbivores including Indian rhinoceros, gaur, Asian elephant, sloth bear, 

chital, and sambar deer. Small herbivores include barking deer, hog deer and wild boar. 

About Gaur 

 The Gaur called the Indian bison, is native to South and Southeast Asia and has been listed as 

Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List since 1986. 

 It is the largest species among the wild cattle. 

 The domesticated form of the gaur is called gayal (Bos frontalis) or mithun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-6 

Srisailam Dam 

 

The major fire accident at the Srisailam hydroelectric power station has resulted in heavy loss of lives. 

About Srisailam Dam 

 The Srisailam Dam is constructed across the Krishna River in Kurnool district, AP near Srisailam 

temple town. 

 It is the 2nd largest capacity working hydroelectric station in the country. 

 The dam was constructed in a deep gorge in the Nallamala Hills in between Kurnool and 

Mahabubnagar districts, 300 m (980 ft) above sea level. 

 It has a reservoir of 616 square kilometres. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 
How GST created single market 

Reduced tax burden on consumers 

 In the pre-GST era, the total of VAT, excise, CST and their cascading effect led to 31 per cent as tax 

payable, on an average, for a consumer. 

 In its first two years, as the collections improved, the GST Council kept reducing the tax burden on 

consumers. 

 Most items have been brought in the 18 per cent, 12 per cent or even 5 per cent category. 

  Most items of daily common use are in the zero to 5 per cent slab. 

 An analysis by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) observes that since the roll out of GST, the rate 

changes have brought down the GST incidence from 14 per cent to 11.6 per cent. 

 This explains the revenue loss stated above. The consumer pays less tax now under the GST. 

Flexibility and increased compliance 

 Taxation threshold for goods was increased to Rs 40 lakh. 

 The composition limit was increased from Rs 75 lakh to Rs 1.5 crore. 

 For manufacturers, composition tax rate was lowered from 2 per cent to 1 per cent. 

 The composition scheme was extended to services as well. 

 Special lower rates without Input Tax Credit (ITC) were prescribed for construction and 

restaurants. 

 As per an RBI calculation, the weighted GST rate at present is 11.6 per cent. 

 The revenue-neutral rate determined at the time of GST introduction by its own committee was 

15.3 per cent. 

Widened tax base 

 Today, there are 1.2 crore GST assessees compared to 65 lakh at the time of introduction of the tax 

regime. 

 The average revenue collected per month for the nine months (July-March) in 2017-18 was Rs 

89,700 crore in  2018-19 it rose by 10 per cent to Rs 97,100 crore. 

 In FY 2019-20, the revenue per month was Rs 1,02,000 crore. 

 This steady increase was despite the various concessions and rate reductions mentioned above. 

 Simplification 

 GST is an IT-enabled platform. 

 Accounting and billing software is provided free to the small taxpayers. 

 Those with nil return to file can do so with an SMS. 

 Since the registration is completely online, the refund process is also fully automated. 



 
 
 
 

 

 The Centre is the only refund disbursal authority and no physical interface is required. 

Agriculture sector under GST 

 Concessions are extended to the agriculture sector under GST, agricultural inputs such as fertilisers, 

machinery have seen a considerable reduction in rates. 

 Other inputs such as cattle/poultry/aquatic feeds are kept at the nil rate. 

 Agricultural produce such as vegetables, fruits, flowers and foodgrains are exempt from GST. 

 Dairy products — milk, curd, lassi, buttermilk and minor forest produce such as lac, shellac and sisal 

leaves are also exempt. 

 Silk cocoon, raw silk, wool, jute fibre are nil rated. 

 In the pre-GST era, many of these were in the 5 per cent slab. 

 Service inputs to agriculture are similarly treated. 

 Before the introduction of GST, many such items were taxed at a standard rate of 15 per cent. 

MSME  under GST 

 Micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) have consistently received sensitive treatment under 

the GST regime. 

 Items that have large employment creating activities, rough diamond/precious stone sorting and 

polishing for example, have seen a GST reduction from 3 per cent to 0.25 per cent. 

 Services rendered by MSMEs have also received such sensitive treatment. 

Concerns 

 Tax reduction in some cases has led to an inversion of duty structure. 

 Manufactured goods in lower slabs have suffered due to inversion in the duty structure. 

 With lockdowns and consequential deferrals in tax payments, compensation payments to the states 

is a concern that the Council has taken cognisance of. 

Conclusion 

The states have shown maturity and understanding. The spirit of collective responsibility and statesman-

like thinking have kept mutual trust and confidence high. The much talked about cooperative 

federalism is actually in action in the GST Council. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-2 
Office of the Attorney General and its role in contempt cases 
Attorney General of India has refused consent to a plea to initiate criminal contempt action against an actor 

for ―scandalizing‖ the Supreme Court. 

What is the case for prior approval in Contempt Cases? 

 The prior consent in writing of the Attorney General is required for the Supreme Court to initiate 

criminal contempt action in a case a/c to the Contempt of Court Act, 1971. 

 AGI consent in a form of check on the much-debated suo-motu power of criminal contempt. 

Attorney General of India (AGI) 

 The AGI is the Indian government‘s chief legal advisor and is a primary lawyer in the Supreme Court 

of India. 

 They can be said to be the advocate from the government‘s side. 

 They are appointed by the President of India on the advice of Union Cabinet under Article 76(1) of 

the Constitution and holds office during the pleasure of the President. 

 They must be a person qualified to be appointed as a Judge of the Supreme Court ( i.e. a judge of 

some high court for five years or an advocate of some high court for ten years or an eminent jurist, in 

the opinion of the President and must be a citizen of India.). 

Functions and duties 

 The AGI is necessary for advising the Government of India on legal matters referred to them. 

 They also perform other legal duties assigned to them by the President. 

 The AGI has the right of audience in all Courts in India as well as the right to participate in the 

proceedings of the Parliament, though not to vote. 

 The AGI appears on behalf of Government of India in all cases (including suits, appeals and other 

proceedings) in the Supreme Court in which GoI is concerned. 

 They also represent the Government of India in any reference made by the President to the Supreme 

Court under Article 143 of the Constitution. 

 The AG is assisted by a Solicitor General and four Additional Solicitors General. 

Powers 

 The AG can accept briefs but cannot appear against the Government. 

 They cannot defend an accused in the criminal proceedings and accept the directorship of a company 

without the permission of the Government. 

 The AG is to be consulted only in legal matters of real importance and only after the Ministry of Law 

has been consulted. 

 All references to the AG are made by the Law Ministry. 



 
 
 
 

 

Limitations 

The AG: 

 should not advise or hold a brief against the Government of India 

 should not defend accused persons in criminal cases without the permission of the government of 

India 

 should not accept appointment as a director in any company without the permission of the 

government 

Global precedence 

 Unlike the Attorney General of the United States, the AGI does not have any executive authority. 

 Those functions are performed by the Law Minister of India. 

 Also, the AG is not a government servant and is not debarred from private legal practice. 

 

TOPIC-3 
BIS’ draft standard for drinking water supply 
 

The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has prepared a draft standard for the supply system of piped drinking 

water. 

About the Draft 

 Labelled ‗Drinking water supply quality management system — requirements for piped drinking 

water supply service‘, the draft has been prepared by the BIS‘ Public Drinking Water Supply 

Services Sectional Committee. 

 It outlines the process of water supply, from raw water sources to household taps. 

 It has been developed keeping in view the Centre‘s Jal Jeevan Mission for providing safe and 

adequate drinking water to all rural households by 2024 through tap connections. 

 It is expected to make the process of piped water supply more uniform, especially in rural and 

underdeveloped areas of the country where the system runs on various government orders and 

circulars. 

 At present, the standard is expected not to be made mandatory. 

Highlights of the draft 

 The draft outlines the requirements for a water supplier or a water utility on how they should 

establish, operate, maintain and improve their piped drinking water supply service. 

 The process begins with the identification of a water source, which can either be groundwater or 

surface water sources such as rivers, streams or reservoirs. 



 
 
 
 

 

 It doesn‘t mention how water utilities should treat the water, but states that the process should be 

planned in such a manner that after treatment it should conform to the Indian Standard (IS) 10500 

developed by the BIS. 

 The IS 10500 outlines the acceptable limits of heavy metals such as arsenic, and other parameters 

like the pH value of water, its turbidity, the total dissolved solids in it, and the colour and odour. 

What is the water supply process? 

 The supply system as outlined in the draft should begin with the identification of a raw water source. 

 Water should then be pumped into the treatment plant and treated to achieve acceptable drinking 

standards. 

 After the water is released from the plant, there should be reservoirs in the distribution system for 

storage of this water, and disinfection facilities to get rid of contamination at any stage of 

distribution. 

 Pumping stations or boosters, if necessary, should be provided to maintain adequate pressure 

throughout the distribution system. 

District Metering Area (DMA) concept 

 The document also states that the concept of district metering area (DMA) should be adopted where 

possible. 

 DMA is a concept for controlling leakages in the water network, which is essentially divided into a 

number of sectors, called the DMAs, and where flow meters are installed to detect leaks. 

 The water supplier/utility may provide bulk water meters in the water distribution system to ensure 

water audit, however, the provisions should be made for domestic meters also. 

What’s there in the draft in addition to the water supply process? 

 There are guidelines on water audit, which is a calculation of the amount of water put into 

distribution against the amount that is consumed. 

 The draft states that a water audit should be conducted on a quarterly basis. 

 Effort should be made by the water agency to bring down the water loss up to 15% of the total water 

supplied in the system. 

 The water utilities are also required to conduct surveys among consumers and obtain feedback on 

their service as per the draft. 

 Guidelines on internal audit, management review, documenting performance indicators for 

improvement, and timely action against non-conformity issues also find mention. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-4 
National Council for Transgender Persons 
The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has constituted the National Council for Transgender 

Persons. 

National Council for Transgender Persons 

 It has been a requirement under the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019. 

 The Social Justice Minister would be the chairperson of the Council. 

 The members would include officials of the Ministries of Health, MHA, MoHUA, Minority Affairs, 

HRD etc. among others. 

 The council also includes five nominated members from the transgender community. 

Its mandate 

 The council would work with States to ensure that transgender welfare boards are set up in all States 

and essential needs of the community, like housing, food, healthcare and education are met. 

 

TOPIC-5 

Nuakhai Juhar 
 

The PM has greeted the people on the auspicious occasion of Nuakhai Juhar. 

Nuakhai Juhar 

 Nuakhai or Nuakhai is an agricultural festival mainly observed by people of Western Odisha and 

Southern Chhattisgarh. 

 It is celebrated at the time when the newly grown Kharif crop (autumn crop) of rice started ripening. 

 According to the calendar it is observed on Panchami tithi (the fifth day) of the lunar fortnight of the 

month of Bhadrapada or Bhadraba (August–September), the day after the Ganesh Chaturthi festival. 

 This is the most important social festival of Western Odisha and adjoining areas of Simdega in 

Jharkhand, where Odia culture is much predominant. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

India’s strategic autonomy and its evolution 
The article analyses the evolution of India’s approach to strategic autonomy from the 

unipolar world dominated by the U.S. to now when the Chinese threat has been looming 

large. 

Context 

 Addressing a Southeast Asian forum last week, external affairs minister outlined India‟s new quest 

for “strategic autonomy” in its global economic engagement. 

Connection with Atmanirbhar Bharat 

 This new quest for “strategic autonomy” is the natural external complement to new economic 

strategy, described as “Atmanirbharata” or “self-reliance”. 

 The concept carries so much ideological baggage, its revival by Government inevitably raised many 

questions 

 Senior ministers and officials of the NDA government sought to reassure India‟s partners that Delhi 

was not marching backwards. 

 When applied to the foreign policy framework, “self-reliance” becomes “strategic autonomy”. 

Evolution of the idea of strategic autonomy 

 America towered over the world after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. 

 India‟s past emphasis on strategic autonomy was in the context of the “unipolar moment” [dominated 

by the U.S.] that emerged after the Cold War. 

 On the one hand, India needed Western capital as well as technology and better access to its markets. 

 On the other hand, Delhi had to protect some of its core national interests from the threats of US 

intervention. 

India-U.S. Relations: Evolution after the Cold war 

 In the early 1990s, the Clinton Administration strong desire to resolve the Kashmir dispute between 

India and Pakistan. 

 The Clinton Administration saw the nuclear and Kashmir disputes as one and the same thing. 

 Indian diplomacy for the next two decades tried to change the US policy on both Kashmir and 

nuclear issues. 

 Under President George W Bush, the US discarded the long-standing temptation to insert itself in the 

Kashmir dispute. 

 The US also went out of the way to resolve the nuclear dispute with India by changing its domestic 

laws and international norms on nuclear proliferation. 

 The Obama and Trump Administrations have stayed the course since then. 



 
 
 
 

 

China challenge for India 

 On the atomic front, as the US sought to lift the prolonged atomic blockade against India, China 

sought to block the process. 

 China turned an obstacle to India‟s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group. 

 China takes up the Kashmir issue regularly in the United Nations Security Council. 

 Today, India‟s strategic autonomy is about coping with China‟s challenge to India‟s territorial 

integrity and sovereignty. 

  China today is viewed in Delhi as a major threat to India‟s economic development. 

 The bilateral trade deficit reached nearly $55billion in 2019. 

 India pulled out of an Asia-wide free-trade arrangement called the Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership late last year, sensing the threat posed by China-led economic order. 

 Ladakh aggression forced India to go from a passive commercial withdrawal to an active economic 

decoupling from China. 

Way forward 

 The logic of strategic autonomy from China nudges India to look for strong security partnerships 

with the US, Europe, Japan and Australia. 

 On the economic front, India is exploring various forms of collaboration with a broad group of 

nations that have a shared interest in developing trustworthy global supply chains. 

Conclusion 

Threats to either territorial integrity or economic prosperity are powerful enough on their own to 

compel drastic changes in any nation‟s policies. Coming together, they promise to make strategic 

autonomy from an assertive China an enduring theme of India‟s economic and foreign policies in the 

years ahead. 

 

TOPIC-2 

Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported 

Products (RoDTEP) Scheme 
The outlay for the RoDTEP scheme is expected to be “much higher” than the NITI Aayog‟s much-

curtailed estimate of Rs 10,000 crore a year. 

Overt allocation 

 The central government had envisaged an annual allocation of about Rs 50,000 crore under the 

RoDTEP scheme to make exports zero-rated. 

RoDTEP Scheme 



 
 
 
 

 

 RoDTEP is a scheme for the Exporters to make Indian products cost-competitive and create a level 

playing field for them in the Global Market. 

 It has replaced the current Merchandise Exports from India Scheme, which is not in compliance with 

WTO norms and rules. 

 The new RoDTEP Scheme is fully WTO compliant scheme. 

 It will reimburse all the taxes/duties/levies being charged at the Central/State/Local level which are 

not currently refunded under any of the existing schemes but are incurred at the manufacturing and 

distribution process. 

Back2Basics: Merchandise Exports from India Scheme (MEIS) 

 MEIS was launched with an objective to enhance the export of notified goods manufactured in a 

country. 

 This scheme came into effect on 1 April 2015 through the Foreign Trade Policy and will be in 

existence till 2020. 

 MEIS intends to incentivise exports of goods manufactured in India or produced in India. 

 The incentives are for goods widely exported from India, industries producing or manufacturing such 

goods with a view to making Indian exports competitive. 

 The MEIS covers almost 5000 goods notified for the purpose of the scheme. 

 

TOPIC-3 

Tribes in news: Bondas 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has reached the Bondas, a PVTGs community residing in the hill ranges of 

Malkangiri district in Odisha. 



 
 
 
 

 

Who are the Bondas? 

 The Bondas are Munda ethnic group who live in the isolated hill regions of the Malkangiri district of 

southwestern Odisha near the junction of the three states of Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and Andhra 

Pradesh. 

 They are a scheduled tribe of India and are also known as the Remo (meaning “people” in the Bonda 

language). 

 The tribe is one of the oldest and most primitive in mainland India; their culture has changed little for 

more than a thousand years. 

 Their isolation and known aggressiveness continue to preserve their culture despite the pressures of 

an expanding Indian population. 

Back2Basics: Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) 

 There are certain tribal communities who have declining or stagnant population, low level of literacy, 

pre-agricultural level of technology and are economically backward. 

 They generally inhabit remote localities having poor infrastructure and administrative support. 

 These groups are among the most vulnerable section of our society as they are few in numbers, have 

not attained any significant level of social and economic development. 

 75 such groups have been identified and categorized as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 

(PVTGs). 

 

TOPIC-4 

National Food Security Act, 2013 
The Department of Food &Public Distribution has issued directions to States/UTs to include all 

eligible disabled persons under the National Food Security (NFS) Act 2013. 

National Food Security (NFS) Act 

 The NFS Act, 2013 aims to provide subsidized food grains to approximately two-thirds of India‟s 1.2 

billion people. 

 It was signed into law on 12 September 2013, retroactive to 5 July 2013. 

 It converts into legal entitlements for existing food security programmes of the GoI. 

 It includes the Midday Meal Scheme, Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) scheme and the 

Public Distribution System (PDS). 

 Further, the NFSA 2013 recognizes maternity entitlements. 

 The Midday Meal Scheme and the ICDS are universal in nature whereas the PDS will reach about 

two-thirds of the population (75% in rural areas and 50% in urban areas). 

 Under the provisions of the bill, beneficiaries of the PDS are entitled to 5 kilograms per person per 

month of cereals at the following prices: 



 
 
 
 

 

1. Rice at ₹3 per kg 

2. Wheat at ₹2 per kg 

3. Coarse grains (millet) at ₹1 per kg. 

 Pregnant women, lactating mothers, and certain categories of children are eligible for daily free 

cereals. 

Implementation 

 Section 38 of the Act mandates that the Central Government may from time to time give directions to 

the State Governments for effective implementation of the provisions of the Act. 

 

TOPIC-5 

River Ropeway over Brahmaputra 

  

India‟s „longest‟ river ropeway across the Brahmaputra River was unveiled in Guwahati. 

Brahmaputra Ropeway 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 The 1.82 km bi-cable jig-back ropeway connects the southern bank of the Brahmaputra and a hillock 

behind the Doul Govinda temple in North Guwahati on the other. 

 It passes over the mid-river Peacock Island that houses Umananda, a medieval Shiva temple. 

 It thus cuts travel time between the two banks to 8 minutes. 

 The current travel options between the two banks are by ferry (30 minutes or more, depending on 

current and season) or by road through a bridge that usually takes over an hour in the traffic. 

 

TOPIC-6 

Thinking through the Nepal policy 

Unilateral actions by Nepal 

 Minor dispute involving territory around the Kalapani springs, was expanded to claim a large wedge 

of Indian territory towards the east, measuring nearly 400 square kilometres. 

 The expanded claim was incorporated into Nepal through a constitutional amendment and a revised 

official map. 

Future course of action 

 India should be willing to engage in talks with Nepal on all aspects of India-Nepal relations. 

 But any talks on the Kalapani issue should be limited to the area which was the original subject for 

negotiations and Susta. 

 Borders which have been accepted by both sides for more than 100 years and which have also been 

reflected on their official maps cannot be unilaterally altered by one side coming up with archival 

material which has surfaced in the meantime. 



 
 
 
 

 

 This would make national boundaries unstable and shifting, and create avoidable controversies 

between countries as is the case now between India and Nepal. 

Some historical background 

 The Treaty of Sugauli of 1816 sets the Kali river as the boundary between the two countries. 

 There was no map attached to the treaty. 

 Nepal is now claiming that the main tributary of the Kalapani river rises east of the Lipu Lekh pass 

from the Limpiyadhura ridgeline and hence should serve as the border. 

 Even if the lengthiest tributary may be one principle for a riverine boundary, it is not the only one. 

 There are many boundaries which do not follow any geographical principle at all but are the result of 

historical circumstances, mutual agreement and legal recognition. 

 British surveys of the region consistently showed the India-Nepal border heading due north of 

Kalapani springs. 
 This alignment never changed in subsequent years and was also reflected in Nepali official maps. 

 It has been argued by Nepal that it was the East India Company and successor governments 

“cartographic chicanery” to shift the source of the Kali river towards the east. 

 But Nepali government never contested such actions. 

 In 1969, the then Prime Minister of Nepal demanded that India military personnel manning 17 

villages along the Nepal-Tibet border since the early 1950s be withdrawn. 

 If Lipu Lekh and Kalapani were on Nepali territory then why were they omitted from the list? 

 The Chinese, at least since 1954, have accepted Lipu Lekh Pass as being in Indian territory. 

 In the Nepal-China boundary agreement of 1960, the starting point of the boundary is clearly 

designated at a point just west of the Tinker Pass. 

Conclusion 

For India, more than the exemplary inter-state relationship, it is the unique people-to-people relations 

between India and Nepal; and, fortunately, inter-state relations have been unable to undermine the 

dense affinities that bind our peoples together. While India should reject the Nepali state‟s ill-

conceived territorial claims, it should do everything to nurture the invaluable asset it has in the 

goodwill of the people of Nepal. 

 

TOPIC-7 

The missing large in MSMEs 
MSMEs in India has huge untapped potential. This article suggest the ways to tap it and make 

the MSMEs major contributor to India’s growth. 

What is an issue with MSMEs 

 Despite MSME contributing 20% of the GDP and employing about 110 million workers,  we have 

failed to make bold policy-moves to make it more productive and competitive. 



 
 
 
 

 

  MSMEs are not becoming „larger‟ and more dynamic, with 99% of the estimated 60 million being 

micro-enterprises with limited aspirations. 

 At the core of this lack of competitiveness is a structural issue. 

Addressing the structural challenges 

Size 

 Consider  India‟s largest textile cluster vs Bangladesh‟s largest. 

 More than 70% of the units in Tirupur are micro-enterprises with less than 10 employees while only 

20% of the units in Narayanganj in Bangladesh have less than 10 employees. 

 This factor makes the cluster in Bangladesh more competitive and helping Bangladesh‟s exports 

grow faster than India‟s. 

 Though  Bangladesh has other advantages also, but this structural difference is critical. 

Relation between size and productivity 

 Productivity data from manufacturing MSMEs in OECD show that the productivity of medium firms 

(50-250 people) could be as much as 80-100% higher than that of micro firms (<9 employees). 

 Growth in scale allows them to invest in people to improve skills, in better technology & processes, 

and in innovation. 

 The most-competitive of them grow from their small beginnings to become world-beaters. 

 This push to grow and improve capabilities and productivity is central to dynamism of any country‟s 

industrial structure. 

 This dynamism of micro-enterprises has been one of the less-reported policy levers behind China‟s 

rise as an industrial powerhouse. 

What stops MSMEs in India from growing? 

 Our policy-legacy of highly restrictive asset-based definition which has only recently been relaxed, 

coupled with a mindset, and, policies, to support the „small is beautiful‟ narrative. 

 Overly complex regulatory regime doesn‟t differentiate enterprises on their scale, other than the 

really tiny ones, in terms of compliance needs. 

 For example, if a unit has more than six employees, the trade union law becomes applicable, If a 

unit has more than 10 employees, the Factories Act is applicable. 
 Small enterprises thus face the same multitude of regulatory requirements as larger ones, and end up 

having compliance costs account for a higher percentage of revenue. 

 For the tiny/micro units, there is simply no incentive to grow and enter the formal economy. 

Policy intervention needed 

1) Getting MSMEs into formal credit system 



 
 
 
 

 

 To do this, we need to adopt an approaches that can help banks and NBFCs move away from asset-

backed lending, towards some form of cash-flow-based lending. 

 Small retailers are outside the formal credit system, unable to invest, modernise and grow, given they 

lack fixed „assets‟. 

 But, all of them are linked to, and sell, brands of well-known, large companies. 

 If banks and NBFCs work with these companies and use anonymised data on sales and credit-

performance to develop credit-scores for lending to them? 

 Similar innovative ways could help cover other micro-unit segments. 

2) Simplified tax and regulatory regime 

 The second policy intervention needed is to de-average and implement a simplified tax and 

regulatory regime for MSMEs. 

 This would also reduce the cost of compliance. 

3) Development of digital platform 

 The third intervention, appropriate for digital era, is to develop a comprehensive „digital platform‟ for 

the sector. 

 This will call for a mandatory, unique identifier for all. 

 The platform will have to be linked to different relevant databases. 

Conclusion 

As India launches the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan to reignite growth of the economy for a post-

COVID world, building such a globally-competitive MSME has to become one of the initiative‟s 

core pillars. Only then can our industry improve and sustain its global competitiveness. 

TOPIC-8 

Helium-enhanced cool bright stars among Omega Centauri discovered 

In News: 

• Helium-enhanced cool bright stars among the metal-rich parts of Omega Centauri globular cluster 

have been recently discovered. 

• This is the first-ever spectroscopic determination of Helium-abundance in Omega Centauri. 

• Omega Centauri: The brightest and the largest globular cluster in the Milky Way Galaxy. 

Important value additions 



 
 
 
 

 

Global clusters 

• These are the stellar systems with millions of stars formed from the same gaseous cloud. 

• The stars formed will be homogeneous in their chemical composition. 

• However, the different stars of Omega Centauri do not show the same metal content 

TOPIC-9 

Magnetic Hyperthermia-Mediated Cancer Therapy (MHCT) 

In News: 

• Efforts are being made to make magnetic hyperthermia-mediated cancer therapy as desired therapy 

for inoperable tumors. 

Important value additions 

Magnetic hyperthermia-mediated cancer therapy (MHCT) 

• It is a non-invasive cancer treatment. 

• The technique: delivery and localization of magnetic materials within the targeted tumor site 

followed by subsequent application of an alternating magnetic field (AMF), thereby generating heat 

at the tumor site. 

• It can efficiently act against deep-seated inaccessible solid tumors like glioblastoma (aggressive 

type of cancer that can occur in the brain or spinal cord) 

• It is highly thermo-sensitive towards normal cells with minimal toxicity against healthy 

counterparts. 

• Scientists are on the lookout for new materials which can make this treatment more efficient. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-10 

Women & Abortion Services 

Context: The more serious ramifications of the pandemic has been the rather extensive, even if 

unintended, disruption of health-care services. 

What impact did Pandemic have on Contraceptive & Abortion Services? 

• Long lockdown periods led to disruption in family planning and contraception services i.e. it 

reduced the access to these services due to restrictions imposed. 

• About two million women missed out on services between January and June; 1.3 million were in 

India alone 

Factors that caused disruption in contraceptive services are: 

• Diversion of health services: the bulk of health-care services shifting to cater to COVID-19 related 

emergencies led to shortage in abortion services 

• Disruption of Transport: India listed abortions as essential services under the lockdown, but the 

disruption of transport services hampered access to centers of care 

• Lack of awareness about these services being available during this period also restricted the ability 

to access these services 

• Shortage of drugs: A study in six states by the Foundation for Reproductive Health Services India, 

showed a severe shortage of medical abortion drugs in referring. 

What has been the consequences? 

Reduced access to contraceptive & abortion serviced has led to 

• Unwanted pregnancies: UNFPA projections involving an additional 7 million unintended 

pregnancies are expected to occur. 

• Increase in domestic violence 

• Increased maternal mortality 

• Constrained the reproductive rights of women 



 
 
 
 

 

Way ahead 

• The need for contraceptive services remains high in India, with over 1 in 3 women (35%) reporting 

a need for contraceptive advice 

• Providing uninterrupted abortion and contraceptive counseling, devices and care services are 

essential to safeguard women 

• Contraceptive & abortion services must continue through measures such as telemedicine, incentives 

to local clinics to open their doors, resolving drug supply chain disruption. 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

DNA Bill 

Why in NEWS 

• DNA bill can be misused for caste-based profiling, says panel draft report. 

About Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana 

• Rolled out by ESI for providing unemployment allowance to workers rendered jobless due to 

changing employment pattern. 

• It aims to financially support those who lost their jobs or rendered jobless for whatsoever reasons 

due to changing employment pattern. 

• Its beneficiaries will be insured persons covered under Employees' State Insurance Act, 1948 for 

period of two years continuously. 

• Under this scheme, workers will be able to draw 47% of their total contributions towards ESIC after 

remaining unemployed for at least three months from date of leaving their previous jobs. 

• They can choose to receive the cash at one go or in instalments. It will be applicable to all factories 

and establishments employing at least 10 workers. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

About 

i. The bill that proposes DNA sampling and profiling of citizens accused of crime or reported missing 

and storing their unique genetic information for administrative purposes has some alarming 

provisions that could be misused for caste or community-based profiling, a draft report of the 

parliamentary standing committee on science and technology has flagged. 

ii. The committee, in its draft report, pointed out that the DNA profiles can reveal extremely sensitive 

information of an individual such as pedigree, skin color, behavior, illness, health status and 

susceptibility to diseases. 

iii. Under the provisions of the bill, access to such intrusive information can be misused to specifically 

target individuals and their families with their own genetic data. 

iv. This is particularly worrying as it could even be used to incorrectly link a particular caste / 

community to criminal activities. 

DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill 

• The bill regulates the use of DNA technology for improving the identity of persons in respect of 

matters listed in a schedule. These include, 

1. Criminal matters (offences under the IPC, 1860) 

2. Civil matters (parentage disputes, transplantation of human organs etc.). 

• The Bill establishes National and Regional DNA Data Banks. Every Data Bank will maintain the 

following indices: 

1. crime scene index 

2. suspects 'or undertrials' index, 

3. offenders' index 

4. missing persons' index, and 

5. unknown deceased persons' index. 

• It aims to store the unique genetic information for administrative purposes. 



 
 
 
 

 

• It establishes a DNA Regulatory Board which will supervise the DNA data banks and DNA 

laboratories. 

• The Secretary, Department of Biotechnology, will be the ex officio Chairperson of the board and the 

additional members will be- 

1. experts in the field of biological sciences 

2. Director General of the National Investigation Agency 

3. Director of the Central Bureau of Investigation 

• Every DNA laboratory that analyzes a DNA sample to establish the identity of an individual, has to 

be accredited by the Board. 

• Written consent is required from individuals to collect DNA samples from them. 

• Consent is not required for offenses with punishment of more than 7 years of imprisonment or 

death. 

• It also provides for the removal of DNA profiles of suspects on filing of a police report or court 

order, and of undertrials on the basis of a court order. 

• Profiles in the crime scene and missing persons' index will be removed on a written request. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-2 

ASTROSAT Satellite 

ASTROSAT, India's first multi-wavelength satellite observatory, has detected an extreme ultraviolet 

(UV) light from a galaxy which is 9.3 billion light-years away from Earth. 

AUDFs01 

• AstroSat has detected extreme-UV light from a galaxy, called AUDFs01, 9.3 billion light-years away 

from Earth. 

• The galaxy is located in the Hubble Extreme Deep field, through AstroSat. 

• This is a very important clue to how the dark ages of the universe ended and there was light in the 

universe. 

About ASTROSAT 

• AstroSat is India’s first dedicated multi-wavelength space telescope. It was launched on a PSLV-XL 

on 28 September 2015. 

It is the first dedicated Indian astronomy mission aimed at studying celestial sources in X-ray, optical 

and UV spectral bands simultaneously. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-3 

Remove Colas from Sin Tax: IBA Writes to FM, GST Council 

IN NEWS 

• The Indian Beverage Association (IBA), which represents the country's biggest soft drinks makers 

including Coca-Cola, PepsiCo, Parle Agro and Red Bull, has written to the GST Council and Finance 

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, asking to be removed from the 'sin tax 'category, ahead of the GST 

Council Meet. 

ABOUT 

• A sin tax is an excise tax specifically levied on certain goods perceived harmful to society and 

individuals, for example alcohol and tobacco, candies, drugs, soft drinks, fast foods, coffee, sugar, 

gambling, and pornography. 

• However, these taxes have often been criticized for burdening the poor, taxing the physically and 

mentally dependent, and being part of a nanny state. 

• Aerated drinks are placed in the GST slab of 28% and levied a compensation cess of 12%.  

OPPOSITION 

• Sin taxes have been linked to smuggling and black markets of the taxed products. 

• It is a regressive tax in nature and discriminates against the lower classes, since taxation of a 

product such as alcohol or cigarettes does not account for ability to pay; Therefore poor people 

pay a greater share of their income as tax. 

• Sin taxes fail to affect consumers' behaviors in the way that tax proponents suggest, 

• The government may become reliant on the revenue from the tax and have to encourage "sinful" 

behavior in order to maintain the revenue stream. 

• Taxes collected this way often don't go to the promised programs or often to self-defeating 

programs. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 

• A sin tax is an excise tax placed on certain goods at time of purchase. 

• The items subject to this tax are perceived to be either morally suspicious, harmful, or costly to 

society. 

• Examples of sin taxes include those on cigarettes, alcohol, gambling, and even sugary drinks. 

 

TOPIC-4 

Reversing health sector neglect with a reform agenda 

Context 

• Both India and the U.S. leads the Covid cases in the world and also lack effective universal health 

coverage (UHC). 

What explains the lack of UHC in both the countries 

• The lack of UHC is due to multiple long-standing factors and historical reasons that have put a 

damper on the UHC agenda. 

• This long legacy has two important and inter-related implications when it comes to health-care 

reform. 

1) Certain foundational aspects of these health systems that have been adopted over decades tend 

to dictate the terms of further development and lead to a number of compromises. 

2) The long legacy itself comprises a path-dependent trajectory that precludes far-reaching health-

care reform. 

• This applies both to AB-PM-JAY and NDHM. 

India’s attempt at UHC: Ayushman Bharat – Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 



 
 
 
 

 

• The government has looked poised to employ Ayushman Bharat – Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojana (AB-PM-JAY) health insurance as the tool for achieving UHC. 

• Taking the health insurance route to UHC driven by private players, rather than strengthening the 

public provisioning of health care, is reflective of the non-negotiability of private health care in 

India. 

• Covering the remaining population under the AB-PM-JAY presents massive fiscal and design 

challenges. 

• Turning it into a contributory scheme based on premium collections would be a costly and 

daunting undertaking, given the huge informal sector and possible adverse selection problems. 

• Distributing benefits among various beneficiary groups, and a formalization and consolidation of 

practices in a likely situation of covering outpatient care, are formidable additional challenges. 

• One possible advantage for India over the U.S. could be a relative ease of integrating fragmented 

schemes into a unified system. The AB-PM-JAY has this ability. 

Issues with AB-PM-JAY 

1) Universal insurance will not be universal access 

• In India, almost two-third corporate hospital are located in cities. 

• So, such maldistribution of health-care facilities and low budgetary appropriations for insurance 

could mean that universal insurance does not translate to universal access to services. 

• So far, insurance-based incentives to drive private players into the rural countryside have been 

largely unsuccessful. 

2) Lack of regulatory robustness 

 AB-PM-JAY is without enough regulatory robustness to handle everything from malpractices to 

monopolistic tendencies. 

 This could have major cost, equity, and quality implications. 

National Digital Health Mission (NDHM) 

 Integration and improved management of patient and health facility information are sought 

through NDHM. 



 
 
 
 

 

 But in the absence of robust ground-level documentation practices and its prerequisites, it would 

do little more than helping some private players and adding to administrative complexity and 

costs. 

Conclusion 

Upheavals offer a window for reforms. We cannot afford to be complacent and think that the 

pandemic will automatically change the Indian health-care landscape. It will require mobilising 

concerted action from all quarters. 

 

 

 

TOPIC-5 

Seeking equilibrium with China 

Strategic equilibrium 

  External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar articulated that India is seeking strategic equilibrium with 

an increasingly aggressive China. 

 It is hoped that with China’s growing differences with the U.S. China would pay attention to 

India’s sensitivities. 

 In achieving equilibrium with China, India has bravely been confronting a face-off in the 

Himalayas for the past several months. 

 India has been building issue-based alliances with the US and Asian majors like Japan, Korea, 

Vietnam and Indonesia, and Australia. 

 It has taken initiatives in the direction of economic de-coupling with China in the name of 

“atmanirbharata”. 

Hierarchical Asian order with China at top 

 China is not interested in equilibrium with any of its Asian neighbours, least of all with India. 

 China’s efforts are clearly to build a hierarchical Asian order, with itself at the top. 

 It is acutely conscious of India’s economic strength, military modernisation and overall 

capabilities. 

 It knows that India is also far behind on these counts. 

 China is ruthlessly resisting India’s access to global governance bodies, such as the UNSC and 

NSG. 

 To keep India tied at that level, China is objecting to India’s growing strategic proximity to the 

US. I 



 
 
 
 

 

 It is encircling India strategically and economically through its strategic and economic corridors 

— BCIM (Bangladesh, China, India and Myanmar), CPEC and the Trans-Himalayan 

Connectivity Network. 

 It is raising issues like Kashmir at the UN and establishing footprints in the Indian Ocean. 

What should India do 

 One step could be to adjust with China, at least tactically. 

 Such an adjustment could be based on mutual give and take. 

 For India, our first priority could be the resolution of the border dispute. 

 Secondly, since China has offered to mediate between India and Pakistan, it should be asked to 

prevail over Pakistan to resolve the Kashmir issue. 

 In return for these “takes” India could offer access to Chinese commercial cargos to sea, through 

the Nathula pass. 

 India could also join China’s BRI on mutually acceptable terms. 

 India may also show its willingness, at least tactically, to join CPEC as both Pakistan and China 

have asked for, provided, India is allowed to undertake projects in PoK and Balochistan. 

 Secondly, India should revisit its Tibet policy, which is a core irritant for China. 

Conclusion 

It is possible that this “give” and “take” may not be acceptable to China. Even if it does not work 

out as planned, India would have made a bold diplomatic initiative and a huge tactical move 

towards thinking through out-of-the-box solutions and displaying that it can undertake risks to 

pursue its long-term national interests. 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

Leveraging its market to force China to settle 

border issue 

Boycott of Chinese goods: view and counterview 

 After the Galwan incident, there have been calls for the boycott of Chinese goods. 

 Counter views have been expressed that the Indian economy is so dependent on China that the 

costs would be disproportionately higher for India. 

 Our dependence can be reduced substantially if there is a national will and resolve to do so. 

Need for mutually acceptable boundary agreement 

 China may not be willing to go back substantially from the areas they have occupied. 

 Agreeing on carrying peace and tranquillity or clarification of the LAC has left space for the 

Chinese to create border incidents which have now led to casualties. 

 So India needs to get China to seriously negotiate a mutually acceptable boundary agreement. 

India could use its market as leverage 

 The size of the Indian market and its potential in the coming years provides India considerable 

leverage. 

 But to use this leverage, Indians, individual consumers as well as firms, have to accept that there 

would be a period of adjustment in which they would have to pay higher prices. 

 The Chinese have a competitive advantage and are integral to global supply chains. 

 But whatever they sell is, and can be, made elsewhere in the world. 

 Most of what we import from China was, is and can be made in India itself. 

 With volumes and economies of scale, the cost of production in India would decline as it did in 

China. 

Steps need to be taken to use market as leverage 

 The initial focus should be on items which are still being made in India and where imports from 

China have been increasing. 

 If the RBI let the currency depreciate in real terms it would be equivalent to an increase in import 

duties of about 10 per cent. 

 China-specific safeguard duties and use of non-tariff trade barriers should be used in 

segments like electrical appliances to let Indian producers expand production and increase market 

share.    

 The government should also facilitate the flow of finances for expansion and provide technical 

support for testing, improving quality and lowering costs of production. 

 Critical In Areas Such As Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients , We Need A Vigorous Approach 

To Procure From Elsewhere And Have Early Production In India K    

 The government could provide support for environmental compliance to bring down costs of 

production.   

 This would create demand for domestic goods and services.  



 
 
 
 

 

 Then there are strategic sectors where we should reduce vulnerability: Like scrutiny of -Chinese 

FDI, Chinese 5G participation etc. 

 In critical areas like solar panel and grid storage batteries private investment for manufacturing in 

India would be triggered by assured government procurement. 

 There has been some progress in the last few years in assembly and value addition, especially of 

smart phones. 

 The government is providing incentives for greater value addition and phased manufacturing in 

India. 

 Chinese firms are major players in this space. This need not be disturbed for the present. 

Conclusion 

A sustained and graded economic response to the recent Chinese conduct on the border is needed. We 

should signal India's firm resolve and willingness to bear the cost. China could choose to settle the 

border amicably and have full access to our market. We could then work together to make this the Asian 

century. 
  

TOPIC-2 

States can have sub-groups among SCs / STs: Supreme Court 

 

A five-judge Bench of the Supreme Court has held that States can sub-classify Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes in the Central List to provide preferential treatment to the "weakest out of the weak". 

What is the sub-categorization of SCs? 

 States have argued that among the SCs, there are some that remain grossly under-represented 

despite reservation in comparison to other SCs. 

 This inequality within the SCs is underlined in several reports, and special quotas have been 

framed to address it. 

 For example, in AP, Punjab, Tamil Nadu and Bihar, special quotas were introduced for the most 

vulnerable Dalits. 

 In 2007, Bihar set up the Mahadalit Commission to identify the castes within SCs that were left 

behind. 



 
 
 
 

 

About the Judgement 

 The judgment is based on a reference to the Constitution Bench the question of law involving 

section 4 (5) of the Punjab Scheduled Caste and Backward Classes (Reservation in Services) Act, 

2006. 

 The legal provision allows 50% of the reserved Scheduled Castes seats in the state to be allotted to 

Balmikis and Mazhabi Sikhs. 

There lies struggle within castes: SC 

 There is a “caste struggle” within the reserved class as a benefit of reservation is being usurped by 

a few, the court pointed out. 

 The million-dollar question is how to trickle down the benefit to the bottom rung. 

 It is clear that caste, occupation, and poverty are interwoven. 

 The state cannot be deprived of the power to take care of the qualitative and quantitative 

difference between different classes… to take ameliorative measures, said the judgment. 

Overruling the old judgment 

 With this, the Bench took a contrary view to a 2004 judgment delivered by another Coordinate 

Bench of five judges in the EV Chinnaiah case. 

 The judgment had held that allowing states to unilaterally "make a class within a class of members 

of the Scheduled Castes" would amount to tinkering with the Presidential list. 

 The judgment is significant as it fully endorses the push to extend the creamy layer concept to the 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

 Citizens cannot be treated to be socially and educationally backwards till perpetuity; those who 

have come up must be excluded like the creamy layer, the judgment said. 

What is the Presidential list? 

 The Constitution, while providing for special treatment of SCs and STs to achieve equality, does 

not specify the castes and tribes that are to be called SCs and STs. 

 This power is left to the central executive - the President. As per Article 341, those castes notified 

by the President are called SCs and STs. 

 A caste notified as SC in one state may not be an SC in another state. These vary from state to 

state to prevent disputes as to whether a particular caste is accorded reservation or not. 

 According to the annual report of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, there were 

1,263 SCs in the country in 2018-19. 

 No community has been specified as SC in Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland, and Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep. 

 The Constitution treats all Schedule castes as a single homogeneous group. 

Arguments against sub-categorization 

 The argument is that the test or requirement of social and educational backwardness cannot be 

applied to SCs and STs. 

 The special treatment is given to the SCs due to untouchability with which they suffer. 

 In a 1976 case, State of Kerala v NM Thomas, the Supreme Court laid down that "Scheduled 

Castes are not castes, they are class." 



 
 
 
 

 

 The petitioner's argument against allowing states to change the proportion of reservation is also 

based on the perception that such decisions will be made to appease one vote-bank or the other. 

 A watertight President's list was envisaged to protect from such potential arbitrary change. 

Way ahead with the judgement 

 The judgment reasoned that sub-classifications within the Presidential / Central List do not 

amount to “tinkering” with it. 

 No caste is excluded from the list. The States only give preference to the weakest of the lot in a 

pragmatic manner based on statistical data. 

 Preferential treatment to ensure even distribution of reservation benefits to the more backward is a 

facet of the right to equality, judgment observed. 

  

TOPIC-3 

What is the Hangenberg Crisis? 

The explosion of a nearby star - occurred at between Devonian and Carboniferous periods - could have 

caused a mass extinction event that took place 359 million years ago. 

Hangenberg crisis 

 The Earth suffered an intense loss of species diversity that lasted for at least 300,000 years. 

 The event is thought to have been caused by long-lasting ozone depletion, which would have 

allowed much more of the Sun's ultraviolet (UV) radiation to reach and harm life on Earth. 

 It was called the Hangenberg crisis. 

What did researchers find? 

 Extensive volcanism and global warming can also rupture the ozone layer but shreds of evidence 

for these are indefinite as far as the time period is concerned. 

 So, they up that one or more supernovae explosions, at a distance of 65 light-years away from the 

Earth, may have caused a prolonged loss of ozone. 

 Betelgeuse, a supernova, around 600 light-years away and present outside the kill distance of 25 

light-years poses a danger today. 

 Events like gamma-ray bursts, solar eruptions and meteorite collisions end up very soon. As such, 

they cannot pave the way for gradual ozone depletion that took place at the close of the Devonian 

aeon. 

 A supernova event can be powerful enough to bathe its galaxy in light for days and months 

alike. It can be seen across the universe as well. 

Why Supernovae are considered dangerous? 

 Supernovae (SNe) are quick sources of ionizing photons that include fatal X-rays, UV and gamma 

rays. 

 Over a longer period of time, the bang clashes with the nearby gas, resulting in a shockwave that 

causes particle acceleration. 



 
 
 
 

 

 As such, cosmic rays are generated by SNe. These charged particles with high energies get 

magnetically confined on the inside of SN remains. 

 The fossil evidence shows a 300,000-year shrink in biodiversity leading the way to Devonian-

Carboniferous Boundary (DCB) mass extinction. 

 This puts forward the possibility of multiple catastrophes or multiple supernovae explosions. 

  

TOPIC-4 

Atal Tunnel at Rohtang 

 

The Atal Tunnel at Rohtang, near Manali, is almost complete in all respects and will be inaugurated 

very soon in September. 

Atal tunnel 

 The 9-km-long tunnel is constructed under the Pir Panjal range. 

 It has been named after former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee and will be the world's longest highway 

tunnel above the altitude of 10,000 feet (3000 meters). 

 It was scheduled to be completed by May 2020, in a revised estimate, but the Covid-19 pandemic 

pushed back the completion by a few months due to lockdown conditions. 

 Vehicles can travel at a maximum speed of 80 km per hour. Up to 1,500 trucks and 3,000 cars are 

expected to use it per day when the situation gets to normal. 

What is its strategic advantage? 

 Cutting through the Pir Panjal range, the tunnel will reduce the distance between Manali and Leh 

by 46 km. 

 The tunnel will provide almost all-weather connectivity to the troops stationed in Ladakh. 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-5 

PVTGS in Andaman 
 

Five members of the Great Andamanese tribe, a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTGs) have 

tested positive for COVID-19. 

PVTGs in Andaman 

 Great Andamanese is one of five PVTGs that reside in Andamans archipelago. 

 The Great Andamanese speak Jeru dialect among themselves and their number stands at 51 as per 

the last study carried out by Andaman Adim Janjati Vikas Samiti in 2012. 

 The five PVTGS residing in Andamans are Great Andamanese, Jarwas, Onges, 

Shompens and North Sentinelese .    

What are PVTGs? 

 There are certain tribal communities who have declining or stagnant population, low level of 

literacy, pre-agricultural level of technology and are economically backward. 

 They generally inhabit remote localities having poor infrastructure and administrative support. 

 These groups are among the most vulnerable section of our society as they are few in numbers, 

have not attained any significant level of social and economic development. 

 75 such groups have been identified and categorized as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 

(PVTGs). 

  

TOPIC-6 

Turkey's Maritime Disputes 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Turkish President Erdogan has asserted that his country will take whatever belongs to it in the 

Mediterranean, as well as Aegean and the Black Sea. 

Assertion over the Mediterranean 

 Greece and Turkey have been locked in a dispute over control of eastern Mediterranean waters. 

 They are at odds over the rights to potential hydrocarbon resources, based on conflicting claims 

over the extent of their continental shelves. 

 The Turkish navy will hold the shooting exercises in the eastern Mediterranean off the coast of 

Iskenderun, northeast of Cyprus. 

 Cyprus was divided in 1974 following a Turkish invasion triggered by a Greek-inspired coup. 

 Turkey recognizes the Turkish-populated north of Cyprus as a separate state, which is not 

recognized by other countries. 

  

TOPIC-7 

Making agricultural reforms successful 

Recent reforms in agricultural marketing 

 The 3 recent reforms in agricultural marketing bring major changes in policy. 

 The removal of restrictions under the Essential Commodities Act (ECA) should help attract 

private investment in agriculture. 

 The two new ordinances are expected to enable inter-state trade and promote contract farming, 

thereby providing a large number of options to farmers. 

Concerns that need to be addressed 

1) Policy credibility problem 

 The first problem is 'time-inconsistency' problem or the policy credibility problem.  

 This situation arises when a decision maker's preferences change over time in such a way that 

the preferences are inconsistent at different points in time.   

 Because the policy signals are not very clear in the last few years as relates to agricultural 

marketing, as we will see below. 

 This clarity of clear signal is reflected in rollout of multiple schemes: e-NAM, PM-AASHA, PM-

KISAN. 

 In 2016, the electronic national agricultural market (e-NAM) was launched with a lot of fanfare. 

 States needed to amend their respective Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) Acts. 

 Several states could not or did not carry out these amendments and the e-NAM proved to be far 

less effective than desired.  

 As a result, the government reverted back to public price support by launching an ambitious 

program, PM-AASHA, in September 2018. 

 The program was confined to pulses and oilseeds to limit the fiscal costs. 

 However, the initial budgetary outlay did not match the level of ambition of the program.   



 
 
 
 

 

 In addition to the PM-AASHA program, two model acts were formulated by the Central 

Government in 2017 and 2018 to promote agricultural marketing and contract farming in States.   

 States were required to legislate these Model Acts. 

 However, progress has been tardy and many states have not adopted the Model Acts. 

 This uninspiring performance of PM-AASHA necessitated a more radical and direct approach.   

 Thus evolved the PM-KISAN , a direct cash transfer program, in the interim budget of 2019-2020 

(February 2019).  

 This program involved a fixed payment of ₹ 6,000 per annum to each farm household with a 

budgetary outlay of ₹ 75,000 crore.  

 The frequent flip-flops in farm policy - from a market-based e-NAM to a public funded PM-

AASHA and now back to market-based measures - may not inspire much confidence in the minds 

of private investors about the continuance of the present policies. 

2) Center-State and State-State relations 

 Recent Ordinances were passed by the Central Government using the constitutional provisions but 

the implementation of the same vests with the States. 

 Also, inter-state trade involves movement of goods across the state boundaries. 

 Thus, coordination between the Central and the State governments, and also among various states 

becomes crucial. 

 Also, the states must have faced several problems in legislating and implementing the earlier 

Model Acts. 

 Thus, the center must engage with the states about these constraints in order to iron out the 

potential problems in the implementation of the ordinances. 

3) Multiple market failures and the resultant inter-linkage of rural markets 

 Absence or failure of credit and insurance markets may lead a farmer to depend upon the local 

input dealer. 

 This, in turn, may tie him to these intermediaries and constrain his choice of output markets. 

 Similarly, the widespread restrictions on land leasing in many states lead to an inefficient scale of 

production. 

 Thus, reforms in the output market alone are not sufficient. 

 Reforms in output must be supplemented and complemented with the liberalization of the lease 

market and better access to credit and insurance markets. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, consistency in policy, collaborative approach and complementary reforms are necessary 

for the success of the recent agricultural market reforms. 
  

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-8 

National Recruitment Agency: Taking jobs closer to people 

Conttext 

 On average, 2.5-3 crore candidates appear for about 1.25 lakh vacancies in the central government 

every year. 

 But from next year, the NRA will conduct the CET and based on the score, one can apply for a 

vacancy with the respective agency. 

NRA: Composition and functioning 

 The NRA will have representatives from the Ministry of Railways, Ministry of Finance / 

Department of Financial Services, Staff Selection Commission (SSC), Railway Recruitment 

Boards (RRBs) and Institute of Banking Personnel Selection (IBPS). 

 A multi-agency body, the NRA will conduct a Common Eligibility Test (CET) to screen / shortlist 

candidates for the Group B and C (non-technical) posts. 

 The NRA shall conduct a separate CET each for the three levels of graduate, higher secondary 

(12th pass) and the matriculate (10th pass) candidates for those non-technical posts to which 

recruitment is presently carried out by the SSC, RRBs and IBPS. 

How it will benefit youth 

 It will eliminate multiple tests and save time as well as resources. 

 It will give a big boost to transparency. 

 The multiple recruitment examinations are a burden on the candidates, as also on the respective 

recruitment agencies, involving avoidable / repetitive preliminary, law and order / security-related 

issues and venue-related problems. 

 The NRA is a combination of convenience and cost-effectiveness for candidates. 

 Examination centers in every district would greatly enhance access to the candidates located in 

far-flung areas, with a special focus on creating examination infrastructure in the 117 Aspirational 

Districts. 

 This will prove a great boon to crores of aspirants residing in hilly, rural and remote areas and 

most importantly, for female candidates. 

 Taking job opportunities closer to the people is a radical step that would greatly enhance ease of 

living for the youth. 

Conclusion 

Taking job opportunities closer to the people is a radical step that would greatly enhance ease of living 

for the youth. 
  

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

TOPIC-9 

Space industry and challenges 

Emerging trends in space industry 

 The price for reaching low Earth orbit has declined by a factor of 20 in a decade.   

 It enhances human space travel possibilities by leveraging new commercial capabilities. 

 According to a Bank of America report, the $ 350 billion space market today will touch $ 2.7 

trillion by 2050. 

 Starlink, the constellation being constructed by SpaceX to provide global Internet access, plans 

more than 10,000 mass-produced small satellites in low Earth orbit.   

 In a decade, 80,000 such satellites could be in space compared to less than 3,000 at present.     

 Companies such as Planet, Spire Global and Iceye are using orbital vantage points to collect and 

analyze data to deliver fresh insights in weather forecasting, global logistics, crop harvesting and 

disaster response. 

 Space could prove attractive for high-tech manufacturing too. 

 In short, an exciting new platform is opening up for entrepreneurs. 

3 Challenges 

1) Governance of outer space 

 The framework for governance of outer space as it becomes democratised, commercialized and 

crowded is becoming obsolescent. 

 The Outer Space Treaty of 1967 enshrines the idea that space should be "the province of all 

mankind" and "not subject to national appropriation by claims of sovereignty".  

 The Rescue Agreement, Space Liability Convention, and the Space Registration Convention 

expanded provisions of the Outer Space Treaty. 

 The Moon Treaty of 1979 was not ratified by major space-faring nations.  

 Space law does not have a dispute settlement mechanism , is silent on collisions and debris, and 

offers insufficient guidance on interference with others' space assets.  

 These gaps heighten the potential for conflict in an era of congested orbits and breakneck 

technological change.   

2) Acknowledging role of non-state entities 

 The legal framework related to outre space is state-centric, placing responsibility on states 

alone.   

 However, non-state entities are now in the fray for commercial space exploration and 

utilisation.  

 Some states are providing frameworks for resource recovery through private enterprises. 

 Some scholars and governments view this as against the principle of national non-

appropriation , violating the spirit if not the letter of the existing space law.  



 
 
 
 

 

 The lack of alignment of domestic and international normative frameworks risks a damaging 

free-for-all competition for celestial resources involving actors outside the space framework.   

3) The arms race in outer space 

 The space arms race is difficult to curb, especially since almost all space technologies have 

military applications. 

 For example, satellite constellations are commercial but governments could acquire their data to 

monitor military movements. 

 Investment in technologies that can disrupt or destroy space-based capabilities is under way. 

 Despite concerns about military activity in outer space for long, not much progress has been made 

in addressing them. 

 The UN General Assembly passes a resolution on Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space 

since 1982. 

 The current geopolitical situation does not hold hope for addressing concerns of a space arms race. 

Need for space legislation in India 

 India has invested enormous resources in its space program through the Indian Space Research 

Organization. 

 More importantly, our space assets are important for India's development. 

 The proposed involvement of private players and the creation of an autonomous body IN-SPACe 

for permitting and regulating activities of the private sector are welcome efforts. 

 However, the space environment that India faces requires us to go beyond meeting technical 

milestones. 

 We need a space legislation enabling coherence across technical, legal, commercial, diplomatic 

and defense goals. 

Conclusion 

Our space vision also needs to address global governance, regulatory and arms control issues. As space 

opens up our space vision needs broadening too. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-10 

How marriage age and women's health are linked? 

 

PM had announced a panel to fight malnutrition in young women and ensure they get married at the 

right age. Take a look at how the two are linked: 

How prevalent is underage marriage? 

 Data show that the majority of women in India marry after the age of 21. 

 Chart 1 shows the mean age of women at marriage is 22.1 years, and more than 21 in all 

states. This does not mean that child marriages have disappeared. 

 The latest National Family Health Survey (NFHS-4) found that about 26.8% of women aged 20-

24 (Chart 2) were married before adulthood (age 18). 

How does the age of marriage correlate with health? 

 Preventing early marriage can reduce the maternal mortality ratio and infant mortality ratio. 

 At present, the maternal mortality ratio - the number of maternal deaths for every 100,000 children 

born - is 145. 

 India's IMR shows that 30 of every 1,000 children born in a year before the age of one. 

 Young mothers are more susceptible to anaemia. More than half the women of reproductive age 

(15–49 years) in India are anaemic. 

What delayed marriage can alter? 

 Poverty, limited access to education and economic prospects, and security concerns are the known 

reasons for early marriage. 

 If the main causes of early marriage are not addressed, a law will not be enough to delay marriage 

among girls. 



 
 
 
 

 

 What do the data show? 
 Women in the poorest 20% of the population married much younger than their peers from the 

wealthiest 20% (Chart 5). 

 The average age at marriage of women with no schooling was 17.6, considerably lower than that 

for women educated beyond class 12 (Chart 6). 

 Almost 40% of girls aged 15-18 do not attend school, as per a report of the National Commission 

for Protection of Child Rights. 

 Nearly 65% of these girls are engaged in non-remunerative work. 

 That is why many believe that merely tweaking the official age of marriage may discriminate 

against the poorer, less-educated and marginalized women. 

 

TOPIC-11 

Export Preparedness Index (EPI) 2020 

 

NITI Aayog in partnership with the Institute of Competitiveness has released the Export Preparedness 

Index (EPI) 2020. 

EPI 2020 

 EPI intends to identify challenges and opportunities; enhance the effectiveness of government 

policies ; and encourage a facilitative regulatory framework.  

 The structure of the EPI includes 4 pillars –Policy; Business Ecosystem; Export 

Ecosystem; Export Performance. 



 
 
 
 

 

 It has 11 sub-pillars –Export Promotion Policy; Institutional Framework; Business 

Environment; Infrastructure; Transport Connectivity; Access to Finance; Export 

Infrastructure; Trade Support; R&D Infrastructure; Export Diversification; and Growth 

Orientation. 

Highlights of the EPI 

 This edition of the EPI has shown that most Indian states performed well on average across the 

sub-pillars of exports Diversification, Transport Connectivity, and Infrastructure. 

 Overall, most of the Coastal States are the best performers. Gujarat, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu 

occupy the top three ranks. 

 Six of eight coastal states feature in the top ten rankings, indicating the presence of strong 

enabling and facilitating factors to promote exports. 

 In the landlocked states, Rajasthan has performed the best, followed by Telangana and Haryana. 

 Among the Himalayan states, Uttarakhand is the highest, followed by Tripura and Himachal 

Pradesh. 

 Across the UTs, Delhi has performed the best, followed by Goa and Chandigarh. 

  
  

  
 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-1 

Changing India’s health delivery landscape through NDHM 

The National Digital Health Mission promises to transform the Indian healthcare 

system with the aid of technology. The article highlights the key aspects of the mission. 

Building integrated digital health infrastructure through NDHM 

 NDHM is based on the principles of health for all, inclusivity, accessibility, affordability, 

education, empowerment, wellness, portability, privacy and security by design. 

 NDHM will build the backbone necessary to create an integrated digital health infrastructure. 

 With its key building blocks HealthID, DigiDoctor, Health Facility Registry, Personal Health 

Records, Telemedicine, and e-Pharmacy, the mission will bring together disparate stakeholders 

and radically strengthen and, thus change India‘s healthcare delivery landscape. 

 NDHM is also a purposeful step towards the achievement of the United Nations‘ Sustainable 

Development Goal of Universal Health Coverage. 

Importance of digital intervention in health service 

 Digital interventions significantly enhance the outcomes of every health service delivery 

programme. 

 Importance of digital intervention is demonstrated in the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 

Arogya Yojana scheme. 

 Under PM-JAY, 1.2 crore cashless secondary and tertiary care treatments have been provided 

using an indigenously developed state-of-the-art IT platform. 

 The Arogya Setu mobile app deploys ICT innovations for contract tracing. 

Principal highlight of NDHM 

1) Voluntary in nature 

 HealthID is entirely voluntary for citizens. 

 Its absence will not mean denial of healthcare to a citizen. 

 They can choose to generate their Health Account or ID using their Aadhaar card or digitally 

authenticable mobile number and by using their basic address-related details and email ID. 

 The use of Aadhaar, therefore, is not mandatory. 

2) Data sharing based on consent 



 
 
 
 

 

 Providing access to and sharing of personal health records is a prerogative of the HealthID 

holder. 

 The consent of the health data owner is required to access this information or a part of it.The 

consent can be withdrawn anytime. 

 The personal health record will enable citizens to store and access their health data, provide them 

with more comprehensive information and empower them with control over their private health 

records. 

3) Compliance with laws and fundamental rights 

 NDHM has been built within a universe of fundamental rights and legislation such as the 

Aadhaar Act and the IT Act 2008 as well as the Personal Data Protection Bill 2019. 

 This project is also informed by the entire gamut of Supreme Court judgments and core 

democratic principles of cooperative federalism. 

 The Mission gets its strategic and technical foundation from the National Digital Health 

Blueprint, the architectural framework of which keeps the overall vision of NHP 2017 at its core 

and ensures security and privacy by design. 

4) Reaching out to the unconnected population 

  NHDM is a digital mission led by technology powered by the internet. 

 So, to reach out to and empower the large number of ―unconnected‖ masses specialised systems 

are being built and off-line modules that will be designed to reach out to the ―unconnected‖. 

5) Partnership with all key stakeholders 

 The design of NDHM has been built on the principle of partnership with all key stakeholders — 

doctors, health service providers, technology solution providers and above all citizens. 

 Without their belief, trust, adoption, and stewardship, this mission will not achieve its desired 

result. 

Conclusion 

NDHM is a mission whose time has come because health is the first step towards self-reliance 

and only a healthy nation can become Atma Nirbhar. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

TOPIC-2  

Issue of GST compensation to states 

The basis for compensation 

 Under Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime the Centre would make good the loss in the first 

five years if States faced revenue deficits after the GST‘s introduction. 

 States sacrificed their constitutionally granted powers of taxation in the national interest. 

GST compensation cess 

 To pay the compensation to states, GST compensation cess was introduced. 

 When the GST compensation cess exceeded the amount that had to be paid to States, the Central 

government absorbed the surplus. 

  Now, the economy has slowed down dramatically and the resources raised are insufficient. 

 The Centre is raising questions about whether it is legally accountable to pay compensation. 

 The constitutional framework that ushered in the GST does not provide an escape clause for 

‗Acts of God‘. 

Way forward 

 As stated by the Secretary of the GST Council in the tenth meeting, the central government could 

raise resources by other means for compensation and this could then be recouped by continuing 

the cess beyond five years. 

 Monetary measures are the monopoly of the central government. 

 Even borrowing is more efficient and less expensive if it is undertaken by the Central 

government. 

 As equal representatives of the citizens State governments expected the Centre to demonstrate 

empathy and provide them relief through the Consolidated Fund of India. 

Conclusion 

Central government should consider the legal provision in the GST regime and act in the spirit of 

cooperative federalism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

What is Compensation of GST? 

With Centre-State friction over pending compensation payments under the Goods and Services 

Tax (GST) taking a new turn in the 41st GST Council to meet, the strain on the finances of states 

is likely to continue in the near term. 

What is GST? 

 GST, being a consumption-based tax, would result in loss of revenue for manufacturing-heavy 

states. 

 GST launched in India on 1 July 2017 is a comprehensive indirect tax for the entire country. 

 It is charged at the time of supply and depends on the destination of consumption. 

 For instance, if a good is manufactured in state A but consumed in state B, then the revenue 

generated through GST collection is credited to the state of consumption (state B) and not to the 

state of production (state A). 

Compensation under GST regime 

 Due to the consumption-based nature of GST, manufacturing states like Gujarat, Haryana, 

Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu feared a revenue loss. 

 Thus, GST Compensation Cess or GST Cess was introduced by the government to compensate 

for the possible revenue losses suffered by such manufacturing states. 

 However, under existing rules, this compensation cess will be levied only for the first 5 years of 

the GST regime – from July 1st, 2017 to July 1st, 2022. 

 Compensation cess is levied on five products considered to be ‗sin‘ or luxury as mentioned in the 

GST (Compensation to States) Act, 2017 and includes items such as- Pan Masala, Tobacco, and 

Automobiles etc. 

Alternatives to prevent losses 

 The input tax credit can help a producer by partially reducing GST liability by only paying the 

difference between the tax already paid on the raw materials of a particular good and that on the 

final product. 

 In other words, the taxes paid on purchase (input tax) can be subtracted from the taxes paid on 

the final product (output tax) to reduce the final GST liability. 

Distributing GST compensation 

 The compensation cess payable to states is calculated based on the methodology specified in the 

GST (Compensation to States) Act, 2017. 

 The compensation fund so collected is released to the states every 2 months. 



 
 
 
 

 

 Any unused money from the compensation fund at the end of the transition period shall be 

distributed between the states and the centre as per any applicable formula. 

Significance of GST compensation 

 States no longer possess taxation rights after most taxes, barring those on petroleum, alcohol, and 

stamp duty were subsumed under GST. 

 GST accounts for almost 42% of states‘ own tax revenues, and tax revenues account for around 

60% of states‘ total revenues. 

 Finances of over a dozen states are under severe strain, resulting in delays in salary payments 

and sharp cuts in capital expenditure outlay amid the pandemic-induced lockdowns and the need 

to spend on healthcare. 

 

TOPIC-3  

GIS-enabled Land Bank System 

 

A prototype of the National GIS-enabled Land Bank System was e-launched by Commerce and 

Industry Ministry for six States based on which land can be identified for setting up industries. 

Land Bank System 

 The system has been developed by the Integration of Industrial Information System (IIS) with 

state GIS (Geographic Information System). 

 IIS portal is a GIS-enabled database of industrial clusters/areas across the states. 

 On the system, more than 3,300 industrial parks across 31 states/UTs covering about 4,75,000 

hectares of land have also been mapped out on the system. 

 The information available on the system will include drainage, forest; raw material heat maps 

(horticulture, agricultural, mineral layers); multilayer of connectivity. 



 
 
 
 

 

 IIS has adopted a committed approach towards industrial upgrading, resource optimization, and 

sustainability. 

Various stakeholders 

 The initiative has been supported by the National e-Governance Division (NeGD), National 

Centre of Geo-Informatics (NCoG), Invest India, Bhaskaracharya Institute for Space 

Applications and Geo-Informatics (BISAG), and Ministry of Electronics and Informational 

Technology. 

 

TOPIC-4 

Who was Dr. Dwarkanath Kotnis? 

 

A bronze statue of Indian doctor Dwarkanath Kotnis is set to be unveiled in China. 



 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Dwarkanath Kotnis 

 He is revered in China for his contributions during the Chinese revolution headed by its founder 

Mao Zedong and World War II. 

 He hailed from Sholapur in Maharashtra came to China in 1938 as part of a five-member team of 

doctors sent by the Indian National Congress to help the Chinese during World War II. 

 He joined the Communist Party of China (CPC) in 1942 and died the same year at the age of 32. 

 Kotnis‘ medical assistance during the difficult days of the Chinese revolution was praised by 

Chinese leader Mao Zedong. 

 His statues and memorials were also set in some of the Chinese cities in recognition of his 

services. 

A revered personality in China 

 Late Chinese leader Mao Zedong was deeply affected by his death. 

 Mao wrote in his eulogy that ―the army has lost a helping hand; the nation has lost a friend. Let 

us always bear in mind his internationalist spirit‖. 

 Kotnis is remembered not only as a symbol inspiring medical students to work hard, but also an 

eternal bond between the people of China and India. 

 

TOPIC-5 

Barn Owl 

 

With a thriving rat population playing havoc with its coconut yield, the UT of Lakshadweep 

hires barn owls for help. 



 
 
 
 

 

Barn Owl 

IUCN status: Least Concerned 

 The barn owl is the most widely distributed species of owl in the world and one of the most 

widespread of all species of birds. 

 It is found almost everywhere in the world except for the polar and desert regions, Asia north of 

the Himalayas, most of Indonesia, and some Pacific islands. 

What is Barn? 

 A barn is an agricultural building usually on farms and used for various purposes. 

 It refers to structures that house livestock, including cattle and horses, as well as equipment and 

fodder, and often grain. 

Why Barn Owls? 

 Coconut is an important money-spinner for the islands, but the pesky rodents account for 30-

40% of the yield loss. 

 The reason is that the rats in the Lakshadweep Islands practically live on treetops. 

 The coconut palms here grow so close together that they resemble a jungle. The fronds overlap, 

allowing the rodents to move easily from one tree to another. 

 Besides, the nocturnal barn owls are natural rat hunters, armed with a powerful auditory 

mechanism. 

 

TOPIC-6 

Eklavya Model Residential Schools 

An Eklavya Model Residential School (EMRS) teacher was selected for National Award to 

Teachers 2020. 

Eklavya Model Residential Schools 

 EMRS started in the year 1997-98 to impart quality education to ST children in remote areas in 

order to enable them to avail of opportunities in high and professional education courses and get 

employment in various sectors. 

 Across the country, as per census 2011 figures, there are 564 such sub-districts out of which 

there is an EMRS in 102 sub-districts. 



 
 
 
 

 

 As per revised 2018 scheme, every block with more than 50% ST population and at least 20,000 

tribal persons, will have an EMRS by the year 2022. 

 These schools will be on par with Navodaya Vidyalayas and will have special facilities for 

preserving local art and culture besides providing training in sports and skill development. 

Features of EMRS 

 Admission to these schools will be through selection/competition with suitable provision for 

preference to children belonging to Primitive Tribal Groups, first-generation students, etc. 

 Sufficient land would be given by the State Government for the school, playgrounds, hostels, 

residential quarters, etc., free of cost. 

 The number of seats for boys and girls will be equal. 

 In these schools, education will be entirely free. 

 

TOPIC-6 

Disintermediation from E-commerce 

 E-commerce was expected to provide the level playing field. However, Indian e-

commerce has been experiencing the duopoly and new entrant faces several difficulties. 

What is disintermediation 

 The emergence of the internet was seen as a tool for marketers to reach consumers directly. 

 The term disintermediation meant taking intermediaries out of the loop. 

  The aim was efficiency. 

 It was hoped that without local stockists and distributors in between, retail demand could be 

fulfilled at lower cost. 

 After all, anyone could put up a website and woo traffic. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

What is the issue? 

 Today, the gains of online market addressal have converged into the hands of a few big 

winners in a winner-takes-all scenario. 

 Getting an app onto handsets often involves a toll paid to e-gatekeepers. 

 These apps created an entry barrier for the new entrants. 

 So far, single-brand apps have mostly failed, regardless of price baits. 

 After all, it is hard to beat the convenience of a single-touch window that lets shoppers load e-

carts with all their needs. 

Conclusion 

E-com was once about snipping out distribution networks. With market access cornered by 

pioneers, now others want to get past these intermediaries. Only blockbuster apps can do it. 
 

 


